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INTRODUCTION. 

These  Selections  have  been  printed  with  a  view  of  placing  in  a 
form  available  for  reference  some  of  the  more  interepting  portions  of  the 
"  Duncan  Records," — a  mass  of  documents,  the  originals  of  which  exist, 
though  in  a  very  dilapidated  state,  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Benares  Division. 

Jonathan  Duncan,  the  distinguished  Administrator  from  whom 
these  Records  take  their  name,  held  the  important  post  of  "  Resident  at  Bena- 
res" between  the  years  1787  and  1795,*  and  it  was  under  his  energetic 
and  able  management  that  the  Province  of  Benares,  comprising  the  Dis- 
tricts of  Benares,  Jounpore,  Mirzapore  and  Ghazeepore,  was  rescued  from 
a  state  of  misrule  and  distress,  and  eventually  placed  under  that  uniform 
system  of  Government  which  the  Regulations  enacted  in  1795  A.  D.  so 
fully  explain. 

The  subjects  considered  best  entitled  to  notice  have  been  taken  up 
separately  and  each  made  as  complete  as  the  materials  available  would 
admit  of.  They  have  been  to  a  certain  extent  recast,  but  as  little  deviation 
as  possible  from  the  original  text  has  been  allowed,  and  in  the  form  in 
which  they  appear  they  will,  it  is  believed,  supply  a  considerable  amount 
of  interesting  information  regarding  the  state  of  the  country  at  the  time, 
and  indicate  the  steps  by  which  the  Benares  Province  was  brought  into 
order  at  the  commencement  of  British  connection  with  this  part  of  India. 

As  there  are  very  few  public  documents  at  Benares  of  a  date  ante- 
rior to  Mr.  Duncan's  time  and  as  collateral  information  of  persons  and 
things,  beyond  what  the  Duncan  records  themselves  supply,  has  not  been 

*  Within  this  period  however,  on  his  going  to  Calcutta  in  October  1792,  Mr.  Duncan 
was  deputed  on  a  Commisaion  to  the  Malabar  Coast  and  remained  engaged  on  that  duty  the 
whole  of  1793,  returning  to  Benares  iu  March  1794.  Subsequently  he  held  the  appoiutment 
of  Qovemor  of  Bombay  for  16  years,  and  whilst  occupying  that  high  position  he  died  on  the 
11th  August  1811,  after,  (as  hi.<  monument  in  the  Bombay  Cathedral  informs  u?,)  an  nuterrup- 
led  aerrice  of  39  years. 
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procurable,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  do  more  than  draw  up  the  pa- 
pers in  precis  form,  with  marginal  abstracts ;  throwing  into  an  appendix 
such  matter  as  is  referred  to  in  the  text  and  appeared  worth  preserving. 

It  will  observed  that  some  of  the  paragraphs  are  long  and  involved, 
and  that  frequently  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  break  them  up  and  bring 
them  more  into  accord  with  the  ordinary  modes  of  writing.  The  phraseo- 
logy is  also  often  peculiar,  and  words  are  used  in  a  sense  not  usually  at- 
taching to  them  in  the  present  day.  Wherever*  such  defects  (so  to  to 
speak)  are  observable,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  expressions 
and  construction,  to  which  exception  is  taken,  stand  exactly  as  they  ap- 
pear in  Mr.  Duncan's  own  hand  writing.  It  was  felt  that  to  make 
altenitions,  except  where  absolutely  unavoidable,  would  tend  to  impair  the 
originality  of  the  Records  and  thus  deprive  them  of  some  portion  of  their 
special  interest  and  character. 

The  subject  entitled,  "  Measures  connected  with  the  Settlement  of 
the  Province  of  Benares"  has  been  placed  first  because  it  was  on  that,  that 
every  thing  else  turned,  and  because  to  it  Jonathan  Duncan's  must  earnest 
attention  was  directed  throughout  the  period  of  his  stay  at  Benares.  After 
an  experience  of  ten  months  he  commenced  his  series  of  measures  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Province,  "  its  decayed  and  decaying  state,"  urgently 
calling  for  interference. 

The  task  must  have  been  one  of  no  ordinary  difficulty  placed  as  Mr. 
Duncan  was  in  a  somewhat  anomalous  position ;  the  Raja  being  jealous  and 
obstructive,  and  the  Resident's  powers  not  clearly  defined.  Under  such 
circumstances  the  tact  and  energy  with  which  he  eventually  succeeded  in 
overcoming  the  Raja's  objections  are  alike  remarkable  and  interesting. 

One  main  object  was  to  abolish  all  the  numerous  cesses  and  transit 
duties  which  pressed  so  heavily  on  this  part  of  the  country  at  the  time, 
and  to  bring  the  whole  demand  under  the  one  head  of  Land  Revenue ;  and 
this  had  to  be  accomplished  in  opposition  to  the  interests  of  all  concerned, 
from  the  Raja  down  to  the  lowest  official.  The  lever  employed  by  Mr.  Duncan 
was  evidently  the  threat  implied,  though  not  expressed,  that  a  persistence 
in  opposition  would  eventuate  in  all  power  passing  out  of  the  Raja's  hands. 
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The  Raja  apparently  soon  come  to  feel  the  danger  of  this,  and  as  he  conld 
not,  under  his  own  system,  make  good  the  Revenue  for  which  he  was  res- 
ponsible to  our  Government,  he  eventually  consented  to  leave  the  collec- 
tions to  the  Resident. 

Having  secured  this  point,  Mr.  Duncan's  way  was  comparatively 
clear,  and  every  thing  rapidly  yielded  to  his  indomitable  energy  and  remark- 
able aptitude  for  the  work  in  hand.  After  instituting  a  minute  enquiry 
into  the  actual  state  and  capacity  of  the  Province,  both  by  reference  to  the 
accounts  of  former  years  and  by  an  extended  tour  and  local  investigations, 
Mr.  Duncan  was  able  to  undertake  with  confidence  the  important  measures 
for  the  benefit  of  the  country  which  will  be  found  detailed  in  these  Selections. 
The  great  relief  afforded  by  the  abolition  of  cesses  and  transit  duties  was 
followed  by  the  establishment  of  Courts  for  the  administration  of  Justice 
in  the  four  principle  towns  of  Benares,  Ghazeepore,  Jounpore  and  Mirza- 
pore ;  and  at  the  head  quarters  of  the  Province  a  Court  of  Revenue  jurisdic- 
tion was  located  consisting  of  two  native  officers,  one  nominated  by  the 
Resident  and  the  other  by  the  Raja,  whose  sole  duty  was  to  settle  all  dis- 
putes between  Amils,  landlords  and  tenants,  acting  in  this  respect  under 
the  immediate  eye  of  the  Resident. 

The  steps  that  led  to  the  introduction  of  the  Permanent  Settlement 
in  the  Benares  Province  will  be  found  fully  detailed  in  the  Resident's  report 
of  the  25th  November  1790,  and  "  the  material  defect  in  and  prejudice  to  the 
plan,"  arising  from  the  rule  that  had  been  originally  laid  down  that  land 
holders  dispossessed  before  1st  July  1775  were  held  to  have  no  claim,  is 
noted  at  page  156. 

The  remaining  subjects,  which  have  been  selected,  are  connected 
with  the  Commercial  affairs  of  the  Benares  Province,  the  appointment  of 
native  Judges  and  establishment  of  a  Court  of  Appeal.  The  state  of  Opi- 
um and  Indigo  cultivation  in  those  days  has  also  been  illustrated  so  far  as 
information  was  available. 

Circumstances  would  not  admit  of  more  being  brought  to  conclu- 
sion at  the  present  time,  the  difficulties  that  had  to  be  overcome  having 
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proved  much  greater  than  was  originally  anticipated,  Mauy  subjects  af- 
ter having  been  commenced  and  a  great  amount  of  trouble  taken  with 
them  had  eventually  to  be  dropped  owing  to  documents  necessary  to  their 
proper  elucidation  not  being  forthcoming.  No  one  not  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  these  Records  could  form  any  idea  of  the  difficulty  that  has  been 
met  with  in  tracing  papers  and  deciphering  almost  illegible  writing. 

It  was  not  thought  desirable  to  disturb  the  text  by  giving  the  mean- 
ings of  Vernacular  terms  as  they  occurred,  but  a  full  glossary  has  been 
added,  which  will,  it  is  believed,  supply  all  the  information  needed  in  this 
respect. 


Benares:  ^ 
April  1873.  J 
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MKASUllKS 


CONNECTED  WITH   THE 


SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF 
BENARES. 


In  June  1788,  the  Resident,  Mr,  Jonathan  Duncan,*  in  consideration 

of  the  circumstances  of  the  country  and  of  its  decay- 
Resident's      ProceedinKs,        ,         i,  .  .,  ■,,,  -,        r 

dated  25th  June  1788.  ^d  and  decaying  state,  and  the  necessity  of  a  re- 

form,   addressed  a  communication  to  the  Raja  of 

Benares,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation. 

"  With  a  view  to  promote  the  cultivation  which  is  to  take  place  in  this 
,  ,     ,  month  of   Assar  for  the  )'ear  1196,  and  to  begin 

Proposals  for  the  improve-  .  ,  ° 

meut  of  the  country  made     to  introduce  such  a  Settlement  of  this  country  as 

to  the  Ilaja.  •  .    •.   •  ,  ,,  .    . 

••  may  remain  permanent,  it  is  proper,  and  tins  is  now 

the  time,  to  put  a  stop  to  all  irregularities  which  have  crept  into  the  system 
of  the  Public  collections,  more  especially  since  the  time  of  Raja  Cheyt  Sino-  • 
and  as  it  is  necessary  to  begin  with  this  reformation  from  the  period  of  the 
cultivation  of  this  month  of  Assar,  I  have  inserted  in  the  undermentioned 
articles  several  of  the  irregularities  thus  referred  to  with  the  means  of  cor- 
recting them." 

"  \st.  As  in  every  Pergunnah,  Pottahs  are  delivered  to  the  Ryots 
in  a  variety  of  forms  and  under  such  specifications  as  the  Amil  for  the  time 
being  thinks  fit,  it  is  necessary  that  a  new  form  of  Pottah  be  established  and 
sent  by  the  Raja  into  every  Pergunnah  with  orders  that  whoever  shall  give 
a  Pottah  in  a  different  form  or  with  other  clauses  than  shall  be  therein  speci- 
fied, the  same  shall  be  binding  neither  on  the  ryot  or  the  Amil,  but  be  alto- 
gether invalid." 

"  2n(Z.  In  the  said  Pottah,  when  it  is  for  revenue  Lands  that  pay  in 
kind  (Betay),  let  it  specify  by  what  rod,  and  of  what  length,  such  Betay 
land  is  to  be  measured,  when  the  ryot's  crop  comes,  at  the  proper  season,  to 
be  ascertained  by  the  mode  of  Kunkoot  or  the  estimate  made  thereof  known 
under  this  denomination,  and  it  is  essential  that  the  Pottah  specify  the  name 
of  the  rod  and  its  length,  whatever  those  may  be." 

*  Mr.  Jonathan  Duncan  assumed  charge  of  the  appointment  of  Resident  of  Beuarea  on  the 
31st  of  August  1787. 
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"  Srd.  As  in  many  parts  where  the  revenue  is  paid  in  kind,  disputes 
occur  between  the  ryot  and  Amil  about  the  money  value  to  be  put  on  the 
ground  or  natural  produce  of  the  soil ;  let  it  be  a  clause  in  the  said  Pottahs, 
that  the  tates  of  the  said  valuation  shall  be  twice  in  the  year  or  for  each 
harvest  separately  settled  by  the  Raja  with  the  approbation  of  the  Resident 
for  each  P.evgunnah,  and  a  notification  thereof  issued  accordingly  under  the 
Rajah's  seal,  which  will  effectually  put  a  stop  to  the  objection  both  of  Amils 
and  ryots,  and  let  it  be  specified  in  the  said  Pottah  that  the  valuation  or  rates 
of  the  Khureef  harvest  shall  be  fixed  in  the  month  of  Maug,  and  those  of 
the  Rubby  harvest  in  Jayth  according  to  the  real  rates  then  current  in  the 
country,  which  shall  be  adhered  to  on  both  sides  by  the  Amil  and  ryot." 

"  4!th.  Let  not  any  Pottahs  authorise  Agoree  Betay,  or  taking  the 
Government  half  of  the  produce,  after  the  Grain  &c.  is  reaped,  but  let  all 
the  Pottahs  express  that  the  Betay  revenue  shall  be  ascertained  by  Kunkoot 
or  computation,  made  with  the  privity  of  the  Canoongoes  according  to  the 
measurement  to  be  made  by  the  rods  that  are  to  be  specified  in  the  Pottahs 
and  which  shall  for  that  purpose  be  sent  to  the  Canoongoes  of  every  Per- 
gunuah." 

"  5th.  Let  it  be  specified  in  the  Pottahs  for  land  paying  in  kind 
(Betay)  whether  the  produce,  or  the  value  thereof,  is  to  be  divided  between 
the  Amil  and  the  ryot  according  to  the  custom  of  the  Pergunnah  in  exact 
halves  or  with  what  difference." 

"  6th.  In  the  Pottahs  for  land  paying  according  to  a  Nukdee  or  ready 
money  Settlement,  let  the  name  and  length  of  the  rod  be  also  mentioned, 
and,  as  since  the  time  of  the  expulsion  of  Rajah  Oheyt  Sing,  sundry  new 
articles  of  Abwab  and  charges  have  been  introduced  into  every  Pergunnah 
according  to  the  discretion,  or  rather  the  avidity,  of  the  Amils,  which  have 
become  a  burthen  on  the  ryots  and  have  reduced  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try to  its  present  state,  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  insert  a  clause  in  the 
present  Pottahs  that  all  new  Abwab  and  new  charges,  introduced  since  the 
Fuslee  year  1187,  shall  from  1196  be  prohibited  and  totally  given  up, 
and  that  whatever  Mai  or  original  rent  and  Abwab  or  subsidiary  taxes  ex- 
isted in  that  year,  viz.,  1187  Fuslee,  shall  be  joined  to  and  incorporated  with 
the  Mai  and,  forming  only  one  united  sum,  shall  become  the  united  and 
single  rate  which  the  Nukdee  ryots  are  to  pay  per  Beegah,  in  such  manner 
that  over  and  above  this  united  and  single  sum  no  other  or  further  Abwab  or 
charges  shall  be  payable  or  demandable  from  the  ryots." 

"  7th.  In  view  to  all  the  above  circumstances  and  whereas  from  the 
petitions  of  complaint  presented  from  many  places  by  the  ryots,  their  dis- 
tressed condition  and  the  probable  desolation  of  the  country,  on  account  of 
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the  various  kinds  of  Pottahs,  the  breach  of  the  stipulation  therein  contain- 
ed, and  the  addition  of  further  Abwabs,  and  disputes  about  the  division  in 
Betay,  Leases  &c,  as  practiced  by  the  Amils,  Zemindars  and  Teekatlars  in 
the  Mofussil ;  I  have  therefore  prepared  and  sent  to  you  the  Draft  of  a 
Pottah  for  the  encouragement  of  the  ryots,  and  to  insure  them  with  confi- 
dence, so  as  thereby  to  promote  the  cultivation.  It  is  necessary  that  you  do 
publish  the  Draft  of  the  said  Pottah  to  the  Chowdrees,  Canoongoes,  Zemin- 
dars and  ryots  of  the  divisions  under  you,  and  do  cause  all  Zemindars  and 
Teekadars  to  give  Pottahs  to  the  ryots  in  the  form  under  specified,  and  the 
officers  of  the  Arail  are  also  to  give  similar  Pottahs  to  the  ryots  of  all  those 
villages  which  are  Kham,  that  is,  where  there  are  no  Zemindars  or  Teeka- 
dars. ■  The  rates  of  cultivated  land  to  be  according  to  the  Fuslee  year 
1 187,  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  Abwab  of  that  year,  which,  being  incor- 
porated with  the  Mai  or  rent  of  that  year,  is  to  constitute  one  sum  or  gene- 
ral rate  per  Beegah,  so  as  that  the  Pottah  may  contain  no  separate  Abwab. 
The  rates  of  the  lands  are  to  be  settled  on  according  as  the  Ryots  may  be 
willing  to  agree  to  the  same,  but  to  be  all  without  Abwab,  and  if  any  Pot- 
tahs to  a  different  purport  from  the  present  be  given  to  the  Ryots,  or  any 
breach  be  made  in  the  conditions  of  the  Pottahs  as  here  laid  down,  the  of- 
fender shall  on  proof  be  punished." 

Draft  of  Pottah. 

A  Pottah  or  Lease  of  agreement,  and  stipulation  to and 

of  the  Mozah  or  Village  of in  the  Tuppah  or  sub-division 

of. in  the  Pergunnah  of and  Sircar  or  Grand  Division 

of. 

Whatever  Nukdee  or  ready  money  land  producing  Koyroar  (opium 
and  vegetables)  and  sugar-cane,  and  other  articles  of  the  Khureef  or  Rubbee 
harvest,  as  specified  for  one  or  two  harvests  from  Goend,  (land  near  the  Vil- 
lage,) Meeana,  (land  situated  further  off)  PuUah,  (or  land  at  a  great  distance 
from  the  Village)  and  Buloah  (sandy  land)  according  to  the  first,  second  and 
third  kind  thereof,  the  particulars  whereof  are  in  the  Zeyl,  or  Statement 
here  undermentioned,  shall  be  measured  by  20  Cottahs  to  a  Beegah  accord- 
ing to  the  Rod  of  three  Derah,  such  rod  having  affixed  to  it  the  Cazee's 
seal  and  an  English  mark.  The  rate  of  Nukdee  or  revenue  lands  pavincr 
ready  money  shall  be  that  of  1187  Fuslee,  including  and  incorporatino- 
therewith  the  Abwab  of  that  year,  as  the  same  has  been  ascertained,  so 
that  now  the  rate  of  the  Revenue  being  thus  fixed,  is  to  be  taken  without 
Abwab  bilmukhtah,  or  in  one  sum  or  rate  per  Beegah,  nor  shall  any  Abwab 
be  in  any  respect  demanded  over  and  above  the  Jumma  hereunder  specifi- 
ed.    The  Betay  revenue  Land  being  also  measured  by  the  same  rod  and  the 
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produce  thereof  being  ascertained  by  the  mode  termed  Kunkoot  through 
the  means  of  Salissan  or  arbitrators  and  the  Canoongoes  in  the  manner  di- 
rected by  the  Ruwaj-ool-moolk  or  custom  of  the  country,  the  same  shall  be 
divided  and  taken  as  here  undermentioned,  such  statement  including  the 
Zabitaneh  or  customary  due  of  Government  and  declaring  that  no  other 
Abwab  shall  be  taken.  The  Nerikh  or  rate  of  value  to  be  put  on  the  Grain 
of  the  Khureef  harvest  shall  be  fixed  in  the  month  of  Maug  and  that  of  the 
Rubby  crop  in  the  month  of  Jayth  according  to  the  current  market  price 
of  the  Pergunnah,  which  shall  be  ascertained  and  fixed  on  at  the  Presence 
with  the  deduction  of  the  established  Zebitaneh  of  Government. 

The  rates  of  the  waste  land  in  proportion  to  the  time  the  lands  have 
lain  out  of  cultivation,  as  undermentioned,  and  the  measurement  thereof,  is 
to  take  place  and  be  made  with  the  same  rod  as  aforementioned,  and  in  no 
respects  shall  there  be  any  excessive  exaction  or  departure  from  the  same. 

It  is  necessary  that,  knowing  the  stipulations  in  the  Pottah  to  be 
precise  and  permanent,  you  (the  holders)  are  so  to  exert  yourselves  as  that 
not  a  Beegah  or  C'ottah  may  lay  fallow,  but  that  the  whole  be  brought  into 
cultivation. 

Form  of  the  Zeyl  or  undermentioned  account  referred  to  in  the 
body  of  the  Pottah. 

{let.}    Nukdee  or  ready  money  land. 

Sugar  Cane  @  Rs per  Beegah  being  that  of  1187, 

makes, Rs.  0    0    0 

Abwab  of  the  same  year  ascertained,  ...       „    0    0     0 


Total  per  Beegah  of  Mai  without  Abwab,    ...     Rs.  0     0     0 

(2nd.)     Betay  Land Beegahs. 

After  Kunkoot,  Nisfa  Nisf,  or  half  and  half  with  the  Zabita- 
neh of  Government  (if  there  be  any  in  such  Pergunnah) as  seer 

and  the  Nerikh  or  rate  being  to  be  fixed  according  to  the  above 

Pottah,  and  without  Abwab. 

(Zrd.)    Waste  Land. 

According  as  the  same  shall  be  for  Nukdee  or  Betay  Tenure, 
to  be  as  above,  the  rates  per  Beegah  to  be  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the 
Ryots. 

"  8^^.  You  must  carry  the  above  Regulations  into  execution  ;  send 
Ameens,  men  fearing  God  and  free  from  greed,  into  every  Pergunnah,  ex- 
clusive of  the  Pergunnahs  now  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Neave, 
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each  of  which  is  first  to  come  to  me  to  take  his  leave,  and  let  your  instruc- 
tions to  them  direct  that  -wherever  the  ryots  desire,  before  receiving  their 
new  Pottahs,  to  have  their  accounts  settled  for  the  current  year,  the  said 
Araeen  is  immediately  in  conjunction  with  the  Canoongoes  and  Amil  of  the 
Pergunnah  to  adjust  the  same  on  the  forms  of  the  present  year's  Pottahs 
and  according  to  the  rates  thereof,  after  which  he  is  to  grant  the  Pottahs 
for  the  ensuing  year,  on  each  of  which  the  attestation  of  the  Amil  for  the 
current  year  is  to  be  affixed." 

"  9th.  Whereas  there  are  certain  articles  of  Abwab  current  in  the 
present  year's  Settlement  to  make  good  the  Revenue  of  the  lands  assigned 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Canoongoes  and  there  being  no  other  Articles 
of  Abwab  in  this  country  which  have  been  imposed  on  the  country  by  the 
sanction  of  the  Company's  Government,  these  articles  of  Abwab  are  to  be 
excused  to  the  ryots  in  the  next  year's  settlement  or  from  1196.  When 
the  settlement  is  made,  a  provision  for  the  Canoongoes  will  be  made  between 
you  and  Government  in  some  other  mode,  so  as  to  relieve  the  Ryots  from 
this  burthen." 

"  10^^.  In  respect  to  the  cultivation  of  waste  lands  the  Ameens  are 
to  agree  in  fixing  the  rates  thereof,  in  whatever  manner  the  ryots  may  be 
satisfied,  since  the  whole  of  such  new  cultivation  will  be  profit  to  you  and 
tend  to  your  good  name.  The  Ameens  should  therefore  endeavour  to  an- 
nex to  each  Pottah  as  much  waste  land  as  each  ryot  can  conveniently  en- 
gage for,  so  as  that  no  waste  land  may  any  where  remain,  and  the  Ameens 
are  to  send  to  you  a  separate  account  of  all  such  waste  lands  as  shall  be  thus 
engaged  for  in  the  Pottahs  of  the  current  month  of  Assar  for  the  year  1196, 
that  the  same  may  become  known  to  Government." 

"  11^^.  Let  all  the  Pottahs  be  made  out  in  conjunction  with  and  un- 
der the  attestation  of  the  Canoongoes  and  the  Amil  for  the  time  being,  and 
let  copies  thereof  be  delivered  into  and  registered  in  the  Canoongoe's  Regis- 
try, to  which  effect  orders  will  be  issued  by  me  to  the  Canoongoes." 

"  12th.  Let  the  Ameens  be  ordered  to  ascertain  and  report  the  state 
of  the  dues  receivable  by  the  Cazees  and  Chowdrees  of  each  Pergunnah, 
and  let  them,  before  they  return  from  the  Mofussil,  transmit  Shujrahs  or 
statements  of  the  probable  cultivation  for  the  next  year,  according  to  the 
Pottahs  which  they  shall  have  delivered  to  the  ryots." 

Upon  this  a  conference  took  place  between  the  Resident  and  the 

Raja  on  the  subject,  in   which  the  Raja's  aversion 

Conference  between   Resi-  ...  .  , 

dent  and  Raja  on  the  sub-     to   carry  the  proposed  plan   into  execution,  ana 

^^*^*"  above  all  to  issue  the  proposed  form  of  Pottah,  ap- 
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peared  most  evident,  and  was  expressed  even  in  terms  of  a  degree  of  vio- 
lence and  asperity  unusual  with  the  Raja.  His  main  objection  was  that  by 
issuing  the  Pottah  now  (although  he  allowed  this  to  be  the  only  season  for 
a  twelve  month  hence  during  which  it  could  be  issued  with  effect),  his  col- 
lections for  the  current  year  would  fail,  or  run  the  greatest  risk  from  the 
ryots  insisting,  as  they  would,  he  said,  be  most  ready  to  do,  on  paying 
even  for  this  year  only  according  to  the  terms  of  the  new  or  proposed  Pot- 
tah ;  and  although  it  was  observed  in  reply  that  the  Perwannah  contain- 
ed an  express  order  to  the  Ameen  to  settle  the  Ryot's  accounts  for  the 
present  year  and  to  enforce  payment  of  the  balances  according  to  the  Pot- 
tahs  and  rates  now  actually  current,  yet  this  had  no  effect  on  the  Raja  and 
be  enforced  his  argument  by  showing  a  statement  he  had  prepared  of  his 
heavy  Mofussil  balances,  saying,  all  he  wanted  was  to  be  able  to  perform 
his  engagements  with  Government,  but  that  he  could  not  trust  to  being 
able  to  do  so  were  the  Pottahs  proposed  by  the  Resident  to  be  now  issued. 
In  the  course  of  the  argunient  the  Raja  desired  that  at  least  the  measure 
might  be  deferred  for  20  days  to  allow  time  to  ascertain  (as  he  now  acknow- 
ledged himself  not  well  or  perfectly  informed)  about  what  taxes  had  been 
really  collected  in  the  last  complete  year  of  Cheyt  Sing's  management,  or 
1187,  as  well  as  to  make  some  progress  in  the  collection  of  the  balances  ; 
but  when  it  was  observed  that  as  the  ryot's  kistbundees  or  periods  of  pay- 
ments for  this  year  had  snded  in  Jayth,  and  asked  by  the  Resident  whether 
he  could  be  sure  that  20  days  hence  would  be  a  proper  time  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  Pottahs  according  to  the  seasons  and  customs  of  the  country, 
he  confessed  that  now  was  the  proper  season.  He  also  desired  that  the  mea- 
sure might  be  deferred  till  Assar  1196,  but  on  being  asked  what  was  to 
occasion  any  difference  between  that  month  in  this  and  the  next  year,  so  as 
to  admit  of  its  being  then  safely  carried  into  execution-,  when  it  would  now, 
accordiiig  to  his  opinion  occasion  so  much  harm,  he  could  give  no  rational 
answer.  Indeed  on  the  contrary  it  was  but  too  evident  that  the  longer  the 
present  system  existed,  the  more  difficult  would  be  the  remedy,  as  the  coun- 
try would  every  where  go  more  rapidly  to  decline.  However  considering 
the  danger  of  taking  any  hasty  resolution  in  a  matter  of  such  important 
concern  as  the  present,  the  Raja  was  desired  to  send  a  fair  copy  of  the 
statement  regarding  his  collections  and  balances  above  referred  to  and  the 
Resident  would  consider  what  was  ultimately  to  be  resolved  upon. 

The  Resident,  having,  according  to  the  intimation  to  the  Raja,  con- 
sidered the  subject  of  his  objections  to  the   Pottah 

Resident's     proceedings,     ^^^^  Perwannah  therein  recorded  and   intended  to 
dated  2nd  June  1788. 

have  been  sent  to  him  for  execution,  enclosed  a  per- 

sian  copy  of  the  said  Perwunnah  iu  a  separate  letter  to  the  Raja,  in  which 
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be  intimated  that  the  Rajah  was  well  aware  that  the  measures  which  had 
been   conceived  from  a   view  of  the  state  of  the 
^Further  reference  to  the     country  would  be  applied  to  its  relief  and  resto- 
ration,  but  it   appeared  that  the  Raja  had   objec- 
tions to  the  carrying  of  the  proposed  Regulations  into  execution,  more  par- 
ticularly in   regard  to   the  draft  of  the   Pottah,   the  issuing   of   wliich,  he 
thought,  would  materially  affect  and  prejudice  the  collections  for  the  current 
year,  and  as  the  Raja  had  not  as  yet  seen  the  Hookumnamali,  or  proposed 
regulations,  in  a  full  and  complete  state,  the  Resident  forwarded  a  copy  and 
pointed  out  the  necessity  of  his  considering  them  well  and  all  the  real  ob- 
jections that  may  lie  against  carrying  them  into  effect.     That  after   receiv- 
ing his  answer  on  the  subject,  whatever  might  appear  to  be  suitable  to  the 
occasion  should  take  place,  and  the  Resident  added  that  it  was  essential 
that  if,  without  stating  in  writing  his  objections  thereto,  he  agreed  to   the 
regulations  as  proposed,  he  must  engage  with  his  head  and  heart  to  carry 
the  whole   into  effect  and  also  to  complete  the  current  year's  revenue  and 
take  the  charge  thereof  upon  himself ;  otherwise  the  Resident  requested 
that  a  clear  answer  might  be  written  that  whatever  was  practicable,  con- 
sistent with  the  realization  of  the  revenue  of  Government,  micrht  be  effect- 
ed. 

The  Raja  then  exhibited  to  the  Resident  certain  accounts  of   the 
state  of  current  revenues  to  enforce  his  arsfumeut 
daSd  29Th  June^im'^'"^''     against  the  plan  for  the  new  cultivation  as  record- 
ed before,  on  which  the   Resident  caused  the  state 
of  the  settlement  and   balances  of  the  current  year  to  be  prepared   and 
Resident  is  satisfied  of  the     an  estimate  of  the   probable   ways  and   means  to 
correctness  of  his  own  views     liquidate  the  current  year's  revenue ;  and  the  Resi- 

ancl  if  Kaja  dechnes  is  pre-  '  _  "^  _ 

pared  to  carry  them  out  in-     dent  had  little  or  no  doubt  that  if  the  Raja  should 
decline,  he  would  himself  be  able  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution the  plan  proposed  for  the  improvement  of  the  country   and  at  the 
same  time  to  collect  the  full  and  entire  balance  of  Government." 

Whether  the  Raja  agreed  to  this  plan  or  not,  the  Resident  would 
now  make  use  of  his  personal  influence  with  the  farmer  of  Sheopoor  and 
Kutehur,  the  two  pergunnahs  next  to  Benares,  to  induce  him  to  agree  to 
begin  at  once  to  issue  the  new  form  of  Pottah  throughout  his  pergunnahs, 
and  on  the  matter  being  proposed,  the  farmer  declared  that  he  had  no  kind  of 
objection  to  the  measure,  but  thought  that  much  good  would  result  from  it. 

In  acknowledging  receipt  of  Resident's  letter  dated  27th  June  1788 
with  draft  of  regulations,  the   Raja  intimated  that 

Raja  to  th«  Resident's  Pro-      ,        ,      ,  i  ,      -l  p    i  ■       i 

ceediuga  30th  June  1788.         he   had  represented  to  the  Dcst  oi   his   knowledge 
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what  was  the  custom  and  practice  in  the  time  of 
poJ^^Lra'nTemen'ts!"'  '"'     the  late  Maharajah  and  that  he  had  now  no  objec 

tion  to  offer.  That  the  Raja  was  ready  to  carry 
into  execution  the  present  regulations,  and  in  regard  to  the  balances  of  the 
current  year,  he  expressed  his  willingness  to  make  up  the  same,  with  a  hope 
that  owing  to  sundry  prejudices  and  losses  that  had  happened  in  the  reve- 
nue, the  Resident  would  extend  his  patronage  to  him  in  such  a  way  that  the 
revenue  of  Government  might  be  completed  and  the  Raja's  engagements 
fulfilled. 

The  Resident  replied  that,  as  the  Raja  had  now  agreed  to  carry  the 
Regulations  into  execution  and  to  pay  also  the  pre- 
^Resident  to  the  Raja  la     ggj^j.  year's  revenue,  it  was  unnecessary  to  enter  in- 
to a  discussion  of  what  was  past,   which  would  not 
even  be  remembered,  provided  the  present  plan  be  well  accomplished,  but 
the  Resident  expected  that  as  several  days  of  the  season  of  cultivation    had 
been  already  lost,  the  Raja  would  enter  upon  this  business  with  the  greatest 
assiduity  and  proceed  to  appoint  all  the  Ameens,  taking  care  not  to  appoint 
any   Ameen  to  a  pergunnah  of  which  the  present  year's   farmer  was  such 
Ameen's  connection,  that  he  was  also  to  settle  proper  allowances  for  the 
Ameens  in  order  that  they   might  not  be  open  to  corruption,   and   desired 
him  also  to  prepare   and   deliver   to   them  proper 
Instructions    in    conse-     instructions  and  to  send  some  of  them  to  the  Resi- 

quence  couveyed  to  the  Raja. 

dent  daily  to  get  their  instructions  and  to  let  it  bo 
a  clause  In  their  instructions  that  they  must  ascertain  from  the  Canoongoes 
of  each  pergunnah  and  from  the  Cazecs  and  Chowdrees  and  the  most  credi- 
table inhabitants  of  each  pergunnah  and  the  papers  of  the  year  1 187  of 
Raja  Cheyt  Sing's  management,  which  the  Raja  can  certainly  get,  the 
Jumma  or  rental  of  the  Nukdee  lands  and  the  modes  in  which  the  Betay 
lands  paid  which  were  to  be  established  according  to  the  Hookumnamah. 
The  Resident  also  intimated  that  he  would  transmit  to  the  Canoongoes 
whatever  information  was  collected  on  this  subject  in  the  Resident's  Office, 
and  wherever  in  1187  Fuslee  in  the  time  of  Raja  Cheyt  Sing  the  measur- 
ing rod  was  less  or  more  than  the  rod  now  authorized  of  3  Derah  Ilahee,  or 
wherever  the  Beegah  contained  then  more  or  less  than  20  Cottahs,  the  rates 
and  modes  of  the  revenue  on  the  Nukdee  and  Betay  lands  respectively 
were  to  be  fixed  from  11 9G  accordingly  or  in  proportion  to  such  variations 
from  the  standard  now  fixed  and  compared  with  that  payable  in  1187,  and 
the  Canoongoes  would  be  instructed  by  the  Resident  accordingly.  That  the 
Ameens  were  to  explain  in  a  proper  manner  to  the  ryots  what  was  now 
intended  and  the  good  intentions  of  Government  towards  them  in  the  issu- 
ing of  these  Regiilations  that  the  same  might  be  satisfactorily  received  by 
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them  in  all  parts,  and  if  it  should  so  happen  in  any  pergunnah  that  from 
ignorance  or  obstinacy  the  ryots  should  object  to  the  said  provisions,  the 
Ameeu  of  such  place  was  to  write  the  grounds  of  their  objections  to  the 
Raja,  that  the  Resident  might  be  informed  and  settle  the  matter. 

The  Resident  pointed  out  finally  that  the  Raja  was  to  consider  that 
the  main  object  of  the  regulations,  which  were  transmitted  to  him  duly 
signed  for  execution,  consisted  of  the  two  following  points.  1st.  that  what- 
ever the  ryot  had  to  pay  should  as  far  as  regards  the  Nukdee  and  Moshu- 
kusee  lands  be  ascertained  by  their  Pottahs,  without  Abwab,  and  in  one 
sum  or  rate,  and  as  far  as  regarded  the  Betay  lands,  that  the  measuring 
rod,  the  Abwab  and  the  Zabitaneh  be  in  like  manner  ascertained ;  and 
2ndly.  that  in  the  cultivation  of  this  year,  no  land  should  remain  fallow. 
That  if  the  Raja  would  heartily  and  cordially  devote  his  attention  to  the 
attainment  of  these  two  points,  both  would  assuredly  be  gained,  and  by 
thus  completing  the  Mofussil  settlement  there  would  be  a  sufficient  provi- 
sion for  the  revenue  of  Government,  at  the  same  time  that  his  good  fame 
would  rise  above  all  the  Rajas  of  Hindoostan  ;  and  that  he  would  secure  the 
approbation  of  the  Governor  General,  the  members  of  the  Council  and  the 
Resident,  by  accomplishing  this  work  in  a  proper  manner  with  exactness 
and  fidelity  with  a  view  to  the  advantage  of  the  country. 

A  Circular  Order  was  then  addressed  to  the  Canoongoes,  intimating 
that  at  this  time  a  Hookumnamah  or  body  of  regu- 

Residenfs     proceedings,     lations  including  the  form  of  a  Pottah  had,  with  a 
■dated  Ist  July  1788.  ®  ' 

view  to  the   cultivation   and   settlement   of    1 J  96 

Instructions  to  Canoon-    Fuslee,  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  ryots  in  the  said 
^°  ■  year,  been  transmitted  to  Raja  Mahipnarain,  who 

havinw  agreed  to  the  draft  of  the  said  Pottah  had  appointed  Ameens  on  his 
own  part  and  under  Resident's  approbation  to  issue  the  Pottahs  and  pro- 
mote the  cultivation  for  1196  Fuslee,  and  that  the  Ameens  were  proceed- 
ing into  their  Pergunnahs  with  a  copy  of  the  regulations  for  their  informa- 
tion,  a  copy  of  which  was  also  sent  them.  They  and  the  Chowdrees  and  the 
Cazees  and  the  respectable  people  of  the  pergunnah  were  directed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  papers  and  accounts  of  the  time  of  Raja  Cheyt  Sing  in  1 186 
Fuslee,  which  they  had  delivered  in,  and  of  which  they  possessed  copies,  to 
cause  the  Jumma  or  Rental  of  the  Nukdee  lands  and  the  modes  of  the  Betay 
land  to  be  settled  according  to  the  said  regulations  and  that  wherever  in  the 
time  of  Raja  Cheyt  Sing  in  1187  Fuslee  the  Nul  or  measuring  rod  was 
more  or  less  than  the  rod  now  ordered  to  be  in  force  of  3  Derah  Ilahee,  or 
•wherever  a  Beegah  consisted  of  more  or  less  in  1187  than  20  Biswa.s,  they 
were  in  proportion  to  those  varieties  in  the  rod,  to  settle  the  rates  and 
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modes  of  the  Nukdee  and  Betay  Revenue  in  one  sum  according  and  in 
reference  to  the  Assil  and  ALwab,  which  were  in  that  year  current  and  to 
fix  the  rates  in  the  Pottah  accordingly. 

English  and  Persian  copies  of  the  Perwannah  or  articles  of  Regula- 
tion issued  under  date  the  25th  ultimo  to  the  Raja 

Resident  to  Mr.  John  Neave  .        .  i      •  i 

on  commission  at  Jouupore,     for    the   Cultivation    of  the   country   during    the 

dated  7th  July  1788.  ,         j  i-  ,i  i.  a     ai, 

present  and  succeedmg  months,  preparatory  to  the 
settlement  of  1196,  together  with  extract  of  a  further  letter  addressed  to 
him  on  the  same  subject  under  date  the  30th  June  were  forwarded  to  the 
Assistant  at  Jounpore,  Mr.  Neave,  from  which  he  would  perceive  that  the  dis- 
tricts under  Assistant's  superintendence  had  been  expressly  reserved  from  the 
charge  of  the  Raja's  Ameens  on  account  of  the  confidence  placed  in  his  zeal 
and  exertions  for  the  public  service  and  to  excite  emulation  in  the  Raja's 
Officers  to  improve  their  cultivation  in  the  same  excellent  manner,  as.  Resident 
had  no  doubt,  would  prove  the  case  in  the  Assistant's  Mehals.  The  instruc- 
tions to  the  Raja  were  to  be  considered  as  rules 
Instructions  to  Assistaut    fo^.   ^is  guidance  for  all  to  be  effected  at  present 

Resident  at  Jounpore.  °  ^ 

preparatory  to  the  next  year's  settlement,  and  the 
Resident  trusted  to  his  zeal  for  the  service  for  the  attainment  of  the  main 
object  of  the  regulations  at  large,  the  direct  and  evident  tendency  of  which 
was  the  advantage  of  the  people  and  their  security  from  the  Amils  discretion- 
al exactions.  The  Assistant  was  desired  to  report  to  the  Resident  any  ob- 
jection which  could  not  be  surmounted  or  when  further  assistance  was  re- 
quired in  carrying  the  regulations  into  effect,  to  which,  although  Resident 
would  be  sorry  to  modify  or  vary  the  plan  except  in  such  cases  where  it 
might  be  indispensable,  immediate  attention  would  be  paid.  The  spirit  and 
even  (as  far  as  practicable)  the  letter  of  the  regulations  was  recommended 
to  his  serious  attention  and  heartiest  support,  and  a  hope  expressed  that  the 
several  districts  now  under  his  management  would  be  placed  in  1196  in  a 
situation  very  different  from  the  troubles  they  had  experienced  during  the 
course  of  the  present  and  former  years.  It  was  left  to  the  Assistant's  dis- 
cretion to  appoint  separate  Ameens  or  to  commission  those  now  in  authority 
in  the  districts  to  grant  the  Pottahs,  but  where  he  had  not  the  fullest  con- 
fidence in  his  present  agents,  Ameens  would  be  sent.  An  advance  of  Tuc- 
cavee  was  promised  if  he  could  lay  it  out  to  advantage  in  restoring  the  waste 
of  the  former  and  present  years  and  on  good  security  for  its  repayment  to 
Government  after  the  accustomed  period  at  a  moderate  interest  of  10  per 
cent.  The  amount  was  not  to  be  deducted  or  supplied  at  all  from  his  cur- 
rent collections,  but  was  to  be  sent  from  the  Resident's  Treasury  on  receiv- 
ing information  regarding  the  amount  that  was  essentially  wanted  and  what 
could  be  spared  from  the  public  exigencies. 
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After  the  receipt  of  the  Raja's  letter  promising  to  be  auswerable  for 
Resident's     proceedings,     and  take  upon  himself  the  charge  of  the  revenue 
dated  9th  July  1788.  ^p  ^q  the  end  of  the  current  year,  the  Raja  paid  a 

visit  to  the  Resident  and  urged  so  many  conditions  and  doubts  that  the 
Resident  on  due  reflection  thereon  did  not  think  he  had  sufficient  reason  to 
rely  on  the  Raja's  promise.  The  Resident  therefore  sent  for  the  Raja's 
Vakeel  and  after  explaining  to  him  the  reasons  for  the  Resident's  present 
doubts  desired  him  to  proceed  to  the  Raja  and  bring 

Raja  having  urged  objec-  i         t>    •  i  i 

tions  he  is  called  on  for  a  an  explicit  answer  as  to  whether  the  R-aja  would 
t^^Ue  riTnd^tSethe"  at  all  risks  (being  certain  of  the  Resident's  best  as- 
manngement,  as,  if  he  ob-     gistance)  hold   himself  answerable  for  the    Com- 

jected,  Resident  was  prepar- 

ed  to  act  pany's  revenue  till  the  end  of  the  current  year  or 

not,  because  if  he  would  not,  the  Resident  could  not  uphold  him  and  his 
authority  in  the  collections  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Hou'ble  Company's 
interests  in  regard  to  the  current  Revenue,  which  the  Resident  would  thiuk 
it  is  his  duty  to  assume  the  management  of  till  the  end  of  this  year,  in  case 
the  Raja  would  not  undertake  for  the  Company's  complete  indemnification. 

The  Resident  came  to  this  resolution  from  the  belief  that  he  could 
at  all  times  collect  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  the  Raja,  from  the  country, 
and  from  the  confidence  he  entertained  that  the  revenue  might  by  the 
greatest  and  well  directed  exertions  be  yet  realized,  not  to  mention  the  ad- 
vantages under  which  the  new  Pottahs  would  be  issued,  should  the  Raja 
reduce  the  Resident  to  the  necessity  of  taking  the  management  on  himself. 

The  Assistant  Resident  at  Jounpore  in  acknowledging  receipt  of  Re- 
sident's letter  of  the  7th  Inst,   relative  to  the  cul- 
From  Mr.   J.    Neave    at      ^.        .       ^      j,  ^         ,  .  ,, 

Jouupore  to  Resident  da-     tivatioufor  the  present  and  ensuing  month  prepar- 

nlk  Jd  "^'''^'  ^"'"''^^^''^^  atory  to  the  settlement  of  1196,  expressed  himself 
much  flattered  by  the  reservation  made  of  the  dis- 
tricts under  his  charge  from  the  superintendence  of  the  Raja's  Ameen,  but 
was  of  opinion  that  this  measure  would  rather  impede  than  assist  the  collec- 
tions ;  still  the  current  year's  balance  could  not  be  put  in  competition  with 
the  benefit  that  would  arise  from  the  new  Regulations,  as  the  Ryots  indebt- 
Assistant  Resident's  reply  ^d  to  Government  would  seize  the  opportunity  of 
from  Jounpore.  entering  into  new  engagements.     He  thought  that 

by  authorizing  the  Ameen  to  settle  the  balances  according  to  the  Pottahs  of 
the  present  year  with  the  Amil  or  Zemindar,  his  time  would  be  totally  mis- 
applied and  the  object  of  his  commission  perverted,  and  intimated  that  trust- 
worthy Ameens  would  have  to  be  selected  in  whom  the  utmost  reliance 
could  be  placed,  and  that  the  Raja's  Vakeel  had  promised  to  procure  some 
confidential  meu,  to  whose  recommendation  he  would  readily  yield,  as  these 
men  would  hereafter  become  the  Raja's  proper  servants.     He  assured  the 
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Resident  of  his  best  exertions  being  used  and  hoped  to  remove  from  the  minds 
of  the  Ryots  any  prejudices  they  might  have  against  the  new  regulations. 

To  this  the  Resident  replied  that  the  degree  of  inconvenience  that 

might  arise  in  introducing  the  new  Pottahs  could 

Ne^re  t°r;l;%?t:d^^^^      ^^  ««  S^'^^^'  i^  this  year  than  it  would  in  any  other, 

July  1788.  and  he  desired  therefore  that  a  beginning  be  made 

Further  instnictiona    to     as  soon  as  possible,  that  the  season  might  not  be 

Assistaut  Resident.  i  i  • 

lost.    Resident  was  aware  that  the  Assistant  would 
be  as  attentive  in  this  and  all  other  respects  as  possible. 

The  Raja  having  waited  upon  the  Resident  in  company  with  his 

Vakeel,  the  Resident  told  him  that  as  the  new  Re- 

daSd'i2th  Jul  Pi78r*^'°S''     gulations  and  Pottahs  must  be  issued,  if  he  could 

not,  from  that  circumstance,  or  under  the  general 

situation  of  the  country,  both  carry  these  new    Regulations  into  efifect  and 

bo  answerable  for  this  year's  revenue,  the  Resi- 
Raja  promises  to   charge  ...  .  .        , 

himself  with  the  reaiizatiou     deut  was  willing,   late  as  it  was  m  the  season,  to 
e  revenue    c.  ^^^^  upon  himself  the  charge  of  both  these  matters 

immediately,  and  to  give  the  Raja  a  general  release  for  the  revenue  of 
the  current  year,  taking  on  himself  the  burden  and  responsibility  of  realiz- 
ing what  was  still  due  to  the  Company.  On  this  explicit  declaration  the 
Raja  promised  again  to  be  answerable  for  both  points,  expecting  only  the 
Resident's  best  assistance  in  the  realization  of  the  revenue  which  was  pro- 
mised him.     He  also  promised  that  the*  Ameens 

datS'l^^th  Jul*^i788^^'*'°°*'     ^^°"^^  ^^  three  days  time  be  every  where  despatch- 
ed, and  subseqently  intimated  that  the  Ameens  had 
been  peremptorily  sent  into  the  Mofussil  and  instructions  issued  to  the  Su- 
zawals  and  Amanee  Amils  to  carry  the  Regulations  into  effect. 

The  Resident  understanding  that  the  Raja  had  not  written  to  the 
Amils  of  every  Pergunnah   as  he  ought  to  have 

Resident's       Proceedings  i         i      t.  i  i       » 

dated  13th  July  1788.  done  to  make  the  Ryots  attend  on  the  Ameens  to 

Raja  urged  to  act  up  to     ^'^ceive  their  Pottahs  ;  an  order  was  now  sent  him 
bis  agreement.  ^q  ^j^  gQ  ^nd  to  cause  the  Amiis  to  co-operate  witii 

the  Ameens,  in  the  issuing  of  the  Pottahs  and  for  the  Amils  to  attest  the 
new  Pottahs  as  was  already  required  in  the  original  instructions. 

In  reply  to  this  the  Raja  intimated  that  strict  orders  had  already  been 
Rnja  to  the  Resident,  dated    gent  to  the  Amils  to  co-operate  with  the  Ameens 

15th  July  1788.  ,  ,  ,  ,  . 

according  to  the  regulations,  but  that  owmg  to  the 

oufimeeT'*'  ^^'°^  ''"^     Ameens'  allowances  not  being  settled,  there  was  a 

delay  in  the  execution,  and  orders  were  solicited  as  to  the  Ameens'  charges. 
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The  Resident  approved  of  the  orders  sent  by  the  Raja  to  the  Amils 

and  the  Sunnud   issuofl  by  him  to  the  Ameens, 

Resident  to  the  Raja  in     ^^t  ^oted  that  delaying  the  execution  of  the  regu- 

reply,  dated  15th  idem.  Jo  o 

lations  on  account  of  the  Ameens'  allowances  not 

Resident  approves  Raja's  ,    ,    i-  i  r  •  .        tt 

orders  and  agrees  to  defray  being  Settled  did  not  fomi  a  just  argument.  Mow- 
cost  of  Ameens  for  the  year.      ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^j  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^1^^  ^^^^^_ 

sil,  the  Company  would  on  the  condition  stipulated  allow  him  at  the  end 
of  the  year  credit  for  the  amount  of  these  expences  as  an  act  of  bounty  on 
the  part  of  Government  and  not  founded  on  any  claim  that  the  Raja  could 
make  on  the  subject. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Ameen  of  Kuntit  that  all  the  Zemin- 
dars of  the  adjoining  villages  had  not  as  yet  pre- 
^  ?!f?«?v.*'T  1    P';^**""^*    sented  themselves  to  receive  their  Pottahs  and  that 

dated  18th  July  1788. 

the  respectable  and  well-informed  men  represent 
that  if  the  Pottahs  are  issued  on  the  Jumma  of  1187  Fuslee  it  will  prove 
a  heavy  loss,  and  desiring  permission  to  send  a  Gomashtah  of  his  own  to 
every  Zillah  in  order  that  cultivation  might  be  carried  on  speedily,  the  Resi- 
dent Issued  instructions  advising  the  Raja  to  write 
Instructions  regarding  de-     ^o  the  Amecu  that  in  respect  to  those   Zemindars 

livery  of  Pottahs.  ^ 

who  might  object  to  give  and  receive  Pottahs  as 
prescribed,  the  Ameen  should  send  through  the  Canoongoes  for  the  Ryots  of 
such  Zemindar  and  deliver  to  them  the  Pottahs,  and  to  cause  this  to  be  gener- 
ally intimated  to  all  the  Ameens;  and  as  the  Ameen 's  assertion  that  several 
intelligent  people  said  that  by  issuing  these  Pottahs  there  would  be  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  Jumma,  the  Ameen  was  to  be  written  to,  to  send  those  who 
say  so  that  the  Resident  may  learn  from  them  the  grounds  of  their  opinion. 
As  regarded  the  Ameen's  proposal  to  send  his  Gomashtahs  into  the  Zillahs, 
be  was  to  be  desired  to  call  to  him  the  several  Zillahdars  of  the  Amil 
with  their  Ryots  to  receive  their  Pottahs  :  that  the  Ameen  was  not  to 
remain  in  one  place  but  to  make  a  circuit  and  deliver  the  Pottahs  as  he 
proceeded  along.  The  Raja  was  further  informed  that  the  Canoongoes  were 
to  proceed  to  the  Mofussil  with  their  accounts  immediately,  which  would 
furnish  the  Ameen  with  the  further  information  required. 

The   Ameen   of    Pergunnah   Mowyee    in    Chunar  represented   to 

the  Raja  that  the  people  of  his  district  objected  on 

dated*24th  July ^1788.  ^"^'      *^^°  points  to  the  receipt  of  the  Pottahs ;   1st.  tiiose 

^^.     .  ^.     ,,  .     who  paid  4  Rs.  per  Beegah  in  1187  Fuslee,  now 

Objections  regarding  Pot-  ^  . 

tabs  raised  by  Ameen  and     from  want  of  means  to  pay  in  the   current  year 

2^    Rs.,  say  that  the  rental  of   1187  cannot  be 

borne  by  them  ;  2nd.  as  the  regulations  mention  the  measuring  rod  to  be 
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of  three  Ilahee  Derahs,  they  want  to  know  the  exact  dimensions  of  the 
rod,  which  information  will  greatly  promote  cultivation,  because  the  num- 
ber of  Beegahs  is  to  be  inserted  in  the  Nukdee  and  Betay  Pottahs,  and 
without  knowing  the  length  of  the  rod  they  were  not  at  ease  ;  the  Raja  was 
desired  to  inform  the  Ameen  that  as  the  Jumma  of  1187  was  so  much  inore 
than  it  was  now,  there  would  surely  be  an  advantage  in  restoring  and  revert- 
ing to  the  rates  of  that  year  and  that  therefore  he  was  to  issue  the  Pottahs 
and  that  if  the  Ameen  found  further  difficulties,  he  was  to  come  to  Benares 
that  matters  might  be  explained  to  him. 

The  Amil  of  Sheopore  and  Kuttehir  represented  that  in  1187  some 

lands  were  let  at  1  Re.  or  H  Re.  a  Beegah,  since 

Resulent's      proceedings      ^hich,  by  the  improvement  in  cultivation,  the  rate 

dated  25th  July  1/88.  '     j  l 

of  such  lands  had  augmented  to  2  and  2^  Rs.  and 
that  now  the  Pottahs  had  been  prepared  exclusive  of  the  Abwab  assessed 
since  1 187,  and  included  in  the  Mai  rent  the  Abwab  anterior  to  that  year  ; 
ho  therefore  requested  to  be  informed  what  was  to  be  done  in  respect  to 
the  increase  in  the  Mai  as  above  stated  subsequent  to  1187,  as  well  as  re- 
garding those  lands  which  were  waste  in  1187,  and  which  had  since  been 
brought  into  cultivation. 

He  was  informed  in  reply  that  in  cases  of  principal  ryots  who  cul- 
tivate 40  or  50  beegahs  of  land,  where  such  ryots  had  in  their  general  cul- 
tivation a  few  beegahs  therein  which  in  1 187  were  rated  lower  than  the  gen- 
eral rate  of  the  Jumma  as  it  then  stood,  such  lower  valuation  was  in  respect 
to  such  few  beegahs  to  be  retained  and  allowed.  2ndly.  in  cases  where  a  ryot 
cultivated  land  brought  into  cultivation  since  1187,  he  was  to  pay  the 
same  rates  for  it  as  the  like  lands  paid  in  the  vicinity,  or  according  to  the 
produce  ;  that  is,  if  the  produce  be  of  sugar-cane  according  to  the  rate  of 
sugar  in  that  village,  or  if  koyraur  according  to  the  rate  of  koyraur,  and 
that  lands  brought  into  cultivation  since  1187  were  to  be  rated  in  the  ^me 
proportion  as  similar  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  such  to  be  considered  as 
an  augmentation  of  revenue  produce  and  not  an  enhancement  of  the 
revenue. 

The  Ameen  of  Mujwa  having  written  to  the  Raja  that  the   ryots  in 

general  would   not  accept   the   Pottahs   of  1187 

;,  ?To1^.u^'t  iP^-^'co^'^*^'       because  the  fallen  and  decayed  state  of  several  of 

date<l25th  July  1788.  '' 

them  was  such  that  they  did  not  now  pay  accord- 
ing to  the  rates  of  1187,  and  said  that  if  they  got  Betay  Pottahs  to  give 
one  half  of  the  produce,  they  would  consent  to  carry  on  the  cultivation,  but 
upon  no  other  terms  or  conditions,  and  that  several   ryots  had  petitioned 
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for  Tuccavee  ;  the  Resident  ordered  that  as  the  lyots  of  Mujwa  had  always 
paid  on  a  Nukdee  or  ready  money  settlement,  their  application  for  Betay 
Pottahs  could  not  be  complied  with.  The  Raja  was  to  recall  the  Atneen  in 
question  and  to  entrust  the  business  of  the  cultivation  and  Pottahs  to  the 
Fouzdar  of  the  adjoining  district  in  whom  the  ryots  of  Mujwa  had  confidence. 

Tlie  Assistant  Resident  at  Jounpore  intimated  the  utter  impossibi- 
lity of  adhering  to  the  Jumma  of  1186  in  the  execution  of  the  instructions 

issued  to  the  Ameens ;  that  in  many  places  the  pre- 
From  Mr.  J.  Neave,  Joun-  *'  ^  ^ 

pore,  to  Resident  22nd  Jiilv  Sent  revenue  exceeded  or  fell  short  of  the  one  t^to- 
25th  iSf'"''"^'"'"^^^'    P^s^^'  ^°d  that  the  Zemindar  to  whose  lot  it  fell 

to  receive  an  abatement  would  readily  sign  the 
agreement  whereby  he  would  be  a  certain  gainer,   but  that  none   would  be 

found  to  accept  of  lands  on  disadvantageous  and 
ing'':S:'SdJSSvr"^-    ^»;°«"«  ^rms.     That  in  districts    where  the   Ze- 

mindars  were  Rajpoots,  on  the  adoption  of  any 
such  plan,  they  would  retreat  with  their  ryots,  whose  attachment  was 
secured  by  custom  and  caste.  He  solicited  early  instructions  of  the  Resi- 
dent on  such  an  important  subject   and   was  informed   in  reply   that  the 

intention  of  the  Regulation  was  that  the  Zemindars 

s.^!£257^'U\m.  (^^^''^  '^''^  ^'^  "^^°y)  «^^"l^  i^  conjunction 
with  the  Ameens  grant  Pottahs  to  their  ryots   on 

the  terms  and  in  the  form  established  by  the  regulation.  It  then  rested 
with  the  said  Zemindars  to  rent   their  own   lands 

Further  instructions  on  these  Pottahs  or  not  as  they   micjht  hereafter 

given.  .  •'  ° 

be  disposed,  and  they  might  be  assured  that  Resi- 
dent would  not  force  them  to  do  so  against  their  will.  All  that  was  now 
wanted  was,  that  they  should  consent  to  act  with  the  Ameens  in  the  distri- 
bution of  Pottahs  to  their  inferior  tenants,  leaving  the  subsequent  loss  or 
gain  to  Government,  should  they  not  choose  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  the  settlement  on  themselves.  If  they  would  not  allow  the  Pottahs  to 
be  given  to  their  ryots,  it  was  not  worth  while  for  the  sake  of  one  or  two 
inconsiderable  Zemindars  to  endeavour  to  force  the  measure  upon  them,  and 
the  Resident  recommended  in  that  case  that  the  Assistant  should  encourage 
cultivation  there  by  every  means  in  his  power,  and  desired  in  the  mean 
while  to  be  informed  what  objections  those  Zemindars  had  to  the  Pottahs 
being  issued  to  the  Ryots  jointly  by  themselves  and  the  Ameens,  or  by 
themselves  alone  under  the  Ameen's  inspection. 

In  reply  the   Assistant  Resident  expressed  a  hope  of  his  now  beino" 
able  to  remedy  all  opposition  that  might  be  met 

Mr.  J.  Neave,  at  Jounpore,      ...  i       r>         i  i  i 

to  ti.e  Resident  dated  27th     m  issmng  the  Pottahs,  and  reported  that  he  had 

"  ^   '    '  hitherto  forborne  mentioning  to  the  Ameens  that 
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Government  wonkl,  when  a])Solutely  requisite,  advance  Tuccavee  to  tlie 
ryots,  and  was  of  opinion  that  the  present  publication  of  such  salutary 
intentions  had  better  be  postponed  till  the  Ameens  of  their  own  accord 
informed  him  of  the  necessity. 

The  Resident  autliorised  the  Assistant  to  issue  the  Tuccavee   pro- 
posed by  him  to    the  Ameen   of  Jounpore  and 
J:^t:^^oTJu^Jml    ^^^i'-ed  him  to  instruct  the  Ameen  to  make  the 
best  use  of  it  for  promoting  the  cultivation,  taking 
sure  precautions  for  its  repayment  in  the  course  of  1196  with  interest  at 

„  ,    .    ,  ^^^   rate  of    10  per  cent.,   the    bonds  for  which 

Tuccavee    authonzeu. 

were  to  be  made  out  by  the  parties  receiving  it  in 

the  name  or  in  favour  of  the  Raja,  the  loan  or  advance  being  considered 

as  from  him  ;  and  requested  that  the  bonds  might  be  transmitted  to  the 

Resident  when  duly  executed  and  witnessed  that  they  might  be  delivered 

to  the  Raja,  as  he  was  to  be  responsible  to  Government  for  the  repayment. 

The  Resident  having  learnt  that  in  some  places  the  plain  meaning 

Resident  to  Mr.  J.  Neave     °^  ^^^  ^^^^  Regulations  for  the  new  cultivation 
at  Jounpore,  dated  let  Au-     and    the  issue  of  the    Pottahs  was  so    stranf^elv 

gust  1788.  ^    ,  ,  .         i  ,   ,         ,  °. 

perverted  or  grossly  misunderstood  by  the  native 
Agents,  that  they  held  out  to  the  Ryots  that  the  actual  aggregate  Jumma, 
and  not  the  rates  of  Jumma  of  1187,  were  to  be  inserted  in  the  present 
Pottahs,  and  that,  for  instance,  land  which  then  yielded  sugar-cane  or  other 
valuable  produce  must  now  pay  the  Jumma  of  that  produce  although  com- 
mon barley  be  now  perhaps  cultivated  there,  or  although  the  same  be  now 
entirely  waste.  Resident  had  thought  proper  to  issue  a  notification  to  all 
the  Ameens  and  Canoongoes,  exclusive  of  Assistant's  districts,  that  the  true 
intent  and  plain  meaning  of  the  regulations  were 

Nofafication  laanea  explan-  *  o  o 

atory  of  tii«  regulation  re-  that  the  United  Mai  and  Abwab  assessed  on  each 
gar  lug    o      s.  different  kind  of  culture  in  1187  was  now  to  be 

assessed  and  inserted  in  the  Nukdee  Pottahs  of  the  ryots  for  the  same  kind 
of  culture  in  1186,  and  not  that  the  same  fields  containing  now  a  different 
produce  from  1187  were  to  be  charged  with  the  same  Jumma  as  they  paid 
then  on  a  different  produce ;  and  added  that  the  ryots  were  to  have  the 
waste  lands  at  what  rate  of  revenue  they  liked  and  would  cheerfully 
en^^age  for,  whatever  might  have  been  the  produce  of  such  land  in  1187, 
and  the  Assistant  was  requested  to  make  this  explanation  generally  known. 

A  circular  order  was  issued  to  the  Canoongoes  to  send  from  each 
Standard  measuring  rods     Pergunnah  One  of  the  Luttalis  or  measuring  rods 

to  be  deposited  in  Resident's  ,•      i      r      -.-.o,^        j  nn- 

office.  used  m  each  place  respectively  lor  1187  and  l\[)9 

Fuslee  to  remain  in  the  Resident's  office  that  it  may  appear  whether  in  issu- 
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ing  the  Pottahs  for  1196  they  have  in  fixing  the  rates  of  the  Nukdee  Pot- 
tahs  of  1196  duly  attended  to  the  difference  between  the  Luttahs  of  1187 
and  that  of  3  Dera  Ilahee  now  ordered. 

The   Resident  represented  that  having  now  been  a  twelvemonth  in 

From  Resident  to  Cover-     charge  of  the  Residency   of  Benares  and   having 

nor  General  in  Council,  dated    endeavoured  during  that  period  to  acquaint  hira- 

12th  September  1788.  ,^  ,  .,,.,,  , 

self  as  much  as  possible  with  the  real  state  of  the 

Zemindaree,  he  would  now  submit  to  the  Governor  General  in  Council  the 

substance  and  result   of  his  enquiries  and   then 

General  reiwrt  on  the  Pro-    proceed  as  directed   under  orders  of  Government, 

vince  by  Resident.  *  ' 

dated  27th  July  1787,  to  submit  such  a  plan  for  the 
future  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  important  part  of  the  British 
possessions  in  India  as  might  appear  best  suited  to  its  situation,  and  produc- 
tive of  the  greatest  possible  advantage  to  its  numerous  inhabitants. 

In  the  first  place  the  Resident  thought  it  proper  to  premise  what  he 

believed  to  be  and  have  been  the  real  revenue-pay- 

Revenue   ability  of  the     ^^„  capability  of  the  Country  or  the  average  amount 

annually  collected  for  years  past  from  the  Zemindars 

and  Ryots  ;  the  more  especially  as  he  did  not  find  that  this  subject  had  been 

ever  yet  clearly  ascertained  or  accurately  detailed. 

The  most  particular  statement  Resident  had  yet  met  in  English  on 
this  head,  as  far  as  related  to  Benares,  existed  in  a  copy  which  he  had 
procured  of  the  dissertations  of  Mr.  James  Grant,  Junior,  on  the  general 
Finances  of  British  territorial  acquisitions  in  India,  in  which  that  Gentle- 
man made  the  total  Malgoozaree  or  public  revenue  of  the  Zemindaree  as 
established  in  1184  Fuslee  to  amount  to  Rupees,     73,78,321     0    0 

But  by  the  account  herewith  submitted  No.  1  (cor- 
roborated by  the  remarks  in  the  atjcount  No.  2)  it  will 
appear  that  from  some  Mehals  or  districts  being  over- 
valued in  Mr.  Grant's  Statement  and  others  inserted 
which  form  now  no  part  of  the  Zemindaree,  this  valua- 
tion was  overrated  to  the  amount  of  about,  ,.     14,12,916     4     9 


Leaving  real  valuation  or  Mofussil  produce  up 
to  1194,  Rupees,     59,65,404  11     3 


Resident  did  not  pretend  to  assert  that  this  correction   of    Mr. 
Grant's  Statement  was  absolutely  correct  to  a  Rupee  or  even  perhaps  to 
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within  a  Lac,  but  it  was  conformable  to  tlie  result  of  the  best  mate- 
rials he  had  been  able  to  procure,  and  stood  corroborated  by  the  Mofussil 
receipts,  so  that  at  least  he  had  yet  no  suflScient  reason  to  doubt  its  authen- 
ticity, more  especially  as  he  was  assured  by  Ousan  Sing  and  Sadanund 
Bukhshy  and  generally  by  all  the  officers  both  in  and  out  of  the  Station 
whom  he  had  consulted,  that  the  increase  laid  on  the  country  by  Cheyt 
Sing  had  never  at  any  time  amounted  to  Nine  Lacs  of  Rupees,  as  stated  in 
Mr.  Grant's  account ;  and  with  respect  to  the  additional  Abwab  stated   by 

that  Gentleman  to  have  been  levied  under  the  Heads 
QiS^VBtsSmlte'"  ^  ^''    ^^  ^"'^^^^  ^^  Hoondeeawun,  they  positively  denied 

even  its  existence.  As  Mr.  Grant's  account  had 
been  given  to  the  public  and  would  no  doubt  be  noticed  in  England,  Re- 
sident thought  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  his  station  thus  briefly  to  suggest 
what  had  appeared  to  him  on  the  subject,  that  the  present  or  future  Ad- 
ministrators of  Indian  Affairs  might  not  be  led  into  error  by  overrating  the 
ability  of  a  country  sufficiently  valuable  to  merit  every  care  and  regard 
for  the  preservation  of  its  existing  Funds. 

The  truth  or  strong  probability  of  the  accuracy  of  the  preceding 
Statement  seemed  to  result  from,  and  was  founded  on  its  agreeing  with  the 
actual  state  of  thei  Mofussil  Jumma  or  Rental  of  the  country  for  seven 
years  past,  as  would  appear  from  the  several  yearly  accounts  taken  from 
the  Canoongoe's  Records  of  which  the  following  was  the  Abstract 

Jumma  Mai  or  Land  Rental  of  1187,  exclusive 
of  Jageers,  Lakheraj  or  free  lands,  and  Customs ;  and 
exclusive  also  of  the  Alienations,  such  as  Khyraghur, 
since  made  from  the  Zemindaree,  and  including  Rupees 
21,663-9  of  Abwab  blejided,  since  that  year,  with  the 
Mai  or  Ground  rent,        ...     44,87,944    6    0 

Deductions  from  this  Jumma  or  defalcation  in 
the  said  Revenue  from  the  Fuslee  year  1188  to  1194  ... 
both  inclusive,  14,48,163     1     0 


Remainsof  Jumma  of  1187  up  to  1194,         ...     30,39,781     5    0 

Beshee  or  increase  to  the  said  Jumma  during 

the  period  in  question,  including 

Resident's  EsUo^ate.  Rupees  18,5 18-0- 3  Tukvav  Jum- 

ma  or  erroneously  brought  to  account  in  the  Canoon- 
goe's Records,       15,45,724  13    3 
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Real   amouht  of  Mofussil   Jumma  to   the   end 

of  1194  includiug  the  Tufcntr  J iimma,            45,85,506     2  3 

Add  Abwab,  new  and  old,          1,83,978  10  3 


Results,  Mofussil  Revenue  Land  rental  up  to  1194 
including  Jit^ar  Jumma, 47,69,484  12     6 

Deduct  T^uArar  Jumma  as  above,.        18,518    0    3. 


Remains,  real  Revenue  Land  Rental  up  to  1194,     47,50,966  12     3 

Add  Customs,  Jageers  of  the  Rajah,  Ou- 
san  Sing  and  Beneeram  Pundit,  together  with  arti- 
cles of  the  revenue  abolished  and  for  which  the 
Raja  received  an  equivalent  deduction  since  1188 
Fuslee, 11,73,016    0    a 


Do.  Estimated  amount  of 
annual  Buhray, 42,000    0    0 


12.15,016    0    0 


Assessable  Jumma  of  the  country  including  the 
Pergunnah  cf  Khyraghur  and  exclusive  of  Lakheraj 
or  free  lands,  59,65,982  12    3 

Deduct  Khyra  Gbur  now  alienated,       2,23.046  14     0 


Remains  Assessable  Jumma  of  the  present  coun- 
try of  Benares, 57,42,935  14    3 


Which  result  of  the  seven  year's  account  in  question  agreed,  within 
a  few  hundred  Rupees,  with  the  2nd  column  of  the  Comparative  Account 
exhibiting  the  differences  between  Mr.  Grant's  and  Canoongoe's  Jumma, 
and  the  latter,  or  the  Rental  as  stated  from  the  Canoongoe's  accounts  and  con- 
tained in  the  said  2nd  column,  stood  therefore  corroborated  as  well  by  the 
particulars  of  the  same  accounts  for  seven  successive  years  as  by  the  remarks 
on  Mr.  Grant's  statement  of  the  Jumma  contained  in  the  account  shewing 
the  particulars  wherein  that  Gentleman  appeared  to  have  overrated  it  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  diflference  between  his  and  the  Canoongoe's  state- 
ments aforesaid. 
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Resident  felt  that  it  might  however  be  objected  to  the  deductions  or 
inferences  here  drawn,  that  as,  by  the  general  account  of  the  Mofussil 
Rental  for  the  seven  years  aforestated,  this  Rental  appeared  on  the  whole 
to  have  improved  near  a  Lac  of  Rupees,  the  result  of  the  account  for  IIQ-J-, 
as  he  had  stated  it,  should  thus  far  exceed  the  corrected  Statements 
of  Mr.  Grant's  account,  but  to  this  he  answered  that,  although  even  an 
unaccounted  difference  of  a  Lac  of  Rupees  in  a  statement  of  this  na- 
ture  and  magnitude  ought  perhaps  not  materially  to  affect  its  general  ac- 
curacy more  especially  when  supported  by  seven  year's  consecutive  accounts 
of  the  general  Mofussil  Rental,  as  was  the  case  in  the  present  instance,  yet 
he  believed  it  would  be  no  very  difficult  matter,  in  reference  to  the  present 
difficulty,  to  reconcile  this  apparent  difference  if  he  had  the  Canoongoe  State- 
ments of  the  Mofussil  revenue  from  1184  to  1187,  or  from  the  date  of  Mr. 
Grant's  accounts  to  the  period  when  his  own  began  to  shew  the  alterations 
in  the  Mofussil  Jumma  during  that  period,  together  with  the  particulars  of 
the  actual  Customs  collected  from  1184  to  1187  by  the  Zemindars  along 
with  their  land  revenue,  of  which  the  Canoongoes  were  at  no  period  allowed 
to  keep  any  account.  But  for  the  present  at  least,  to  close  this  subject.  Re- 
sident thought  the  seven  year's  accounts  he  had  produced  of  the  actual  col- 
lections, combined  with  the  correction  made  in  the  account  of  Mr.  Grant's 
Jumma,  do  clearly  enough  shew  that,  instead  of  73  Lacs,  this  country  was 
never  assessed  (including  even  Khyraghur  now  alienated  from  it)  to  above 
sixty,  out  of  which  to  defray  all  expenoes  of  internal  management,  including 
Jagheers  to  the  Raja  and  individuals,  and  to  pay  a  revenue  of  forty  Lacs  of 
Rupees  to  the  Company  ;  nor  could  its  highest  valuation,  including  Customs, 
be  now,  since  the  alienation  of  Khyraghur,  rated  at  above  58  Lacs,  or  rather, 
according  to  the  preceding  numerical  deduction,  at  Rupees,  57,42,935  14     3 

From  which'  deduct,  ainount  of  Raja's  and 
other  Jagheers,  ...         ., 4,26,658     0    0 

Remains  applicable  to  the  Public  revenue  up 
to  1194, 53,16,277  14     3 

Add  deductions  made  in  the  course  of  tb©  cur- 
rent year  in  the  department  of  the  customs  as  per 
account  accompanying  the  Resident's  address  of  the 
^rst  of  May  last  to  the  Governor  General  iu  Council,         1,59,934     10    0 

Remains  funds  applicable  to  the  public  revenue 
and  charges  of  collection  and  management  up  to  the 
endofll95,  51.56,343    4    3 
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So  tliat,  instead  of  tho  large  surplus,  stated  by  Mr.  Grant,  little 
more  than  Eleven  Lacs  of  Rupees  do  in  fiict  exist  in  tiiis  country  to  defray 
all  the  expenses  of  collection,  including  the  profits  of  the  farmers,  and  to 
supply  occasional  losses  to  which  every  country  must  be  liable ;  the  truth 
of  which  observation  would  further  appear  by  shewing  in  the  following 
statement  what  surplus  of  the  revenue  funds  of  Benarts  can  remain  after 
deducting,  according  to  Mr.  Gram's  Treatise,  one  fifth  of  the  gross  produce 
for  the  charges  of  collection  and  of  internal  management. 

Gross  Revenue  funds  of  the  country  including 
the  Raja's  and  other  Jagheers,  as  above,'       57,42,935  14     3 

Deduct  Beneeram  and  Ousau  Sing's  Jagheers 
(which  are  a  real  alienation), ...  1,14,300     0     0 


Funds  available  for  a  public  revenue  including 
the  Jagheers  of  the  Raja  or  (;is  Mr.  Grant  styled 
him)  the  farming  landholder,  which  amounted  in  all 
to  Rs.  3,12,358,  56,28,635  14    3 

Deduct  charges  of  collection  &c.,  -[th  or  20 
per  cent,  as  allowed  by  Mr.  Grant,      11,25,727     2  10 

Ultimate  funds  according  to  Mr.  Grant's  allow- 
ance for  the  Company's  40  Lacs,    up  to  1194,     ...         45,02,908  11     5 

Deduct  further  diminution  in  these  funds  from 
the  Custom  House  Regulations  in  1195,    as  above,  1,59,934  10     0 


Real  funds  after  deducting  Mr.  Grant's  allow- 
ance for  charges  of  collection  &c.,  ...         ...         43,42,974     1     5 


Which  was  certainly  as  little  as  such  a  revenue  could  be  excepted  to 
be  realized  from  taking  one  year  with  another,  and  showed  that  the  Go- 
vernment's assessment  on  Benares  was  sufficiently  high  even  if  its  present 
Mofussil  revenue  were  every  where  collected  according  to  the  due  and  fair 
rate,  and  not  in  some  places  by  such  exceptionable  means  as  the  Resident 
would  have  occasion  to  notice  in  the  sequel  of  this  address. 

The  speculative  calculation  exhibited  in  the  last  statement  will  be 
corroborated  and  corrected  by  the  separate  account  which  exhibited  the  real 
Mofussil  rental  collections  and  balances  for  seven  following  years  up  to  the  end 
of  the  last  Fuslee  year  1 194,  including  those  of  the  Jagheers  together  with 
the  Majraee,  or  that  part  of  the  collections  remitted  on  various  accounts 
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to  the  under-farmers  and  others,  and  the  district  of  Khyraghur  now  no 
longer  appertaining  to  this  Zemiudaree.  Deducting  therefore  these  three 
unproductive  heads  or  articles,  Resident,  to  save  the  trouble  of  reference, 
here  inserted  the  abstract  of  this  important  account  which  contained  the 
foundation  of  all  the  Government  Revenue  dependence  from  Benares. 

Abstract  of  the  Gross  Mofussil  Rental,  Collections  and  Balances  of 
such  part  of  the  revenue  funds  of  Benares  as  were  applicable  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  public  revenue  to  Government. 


English 
year. 

Fuslee 
year. 

Jumma  or  Rental. 

1  Wassil  or  Collec- 
tions. 

Bakee  or  Balance. 

1780-81 

1181 

49,04,450  15 

3 

44,62,354  14    0 

4,42,096     1     3 

1781-82 

1189 

49,53,414  12 

9 

43,80,708    0    6 

5,72,706  12    3 

1782-83 

1190 

49,85,925    7 

6 

46,69,353  11     0 

3,16,571  12    6 

1783-84 

1191 

51,12,796     5 

3 

47,14,258  11     9 

3,98,537    9    6 

1784-85 

1192 

52,67,822  12 

6 

49,31,589    3    0 

3,36,233    9    6 

1785-86 

1193 

49,09,067  10 

3 

46,05,134  11     3 

3,03,933  15    0 

1786-87 

1194, 

52,00,239  14 

6 

48,73,915  13    6 

3,26,324    1     0 

Total  for  7  years. 

353,33,717  14 

0 

326,37,315     1     0 

26,96,402  13    0 

Average  foroue 

year, 

50,47,673  15 

8 

46,62,473     9    3 

3,85,200    9    3 

Deduct  custom 

House  reduction  of 

this  year,  or  1195 

Fuslee,  as  before. 
Real     Average 

4,59,934  10 

0 

1,59.934  10    0 

fuuds  of  Benares 

to  pay  the  Govern- 

ment revenue  and 

to     supply      the 

Amil's  profits  and 

all  the  charges  of 

• 

internal    manage- 

ment      excepting 

only    the    Kaia'a 

Jagheers. 

48,87,730    5 

« 

45,02,538  15    3 

Thus,  upon  the  surest  practical  and  numerical  deduction  of  7 
years'  actually  realized  revenue.  Resident  might  state  the  actual  Mofussil 
coUectious  applicable  to  the  public  revenue  at  no  more  than  Rupees 
45,02,538-15-3,  which  might  perhaps  even  appear  too  small  to  pay  a  reve- 
nue of  40  Lacs  to  Government. 
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Accordingly  the  collections  for  the  public  revenue  had  once  in  the 
above  years  fallen  short  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  Government  and  had 
several  times  but  very  little  exceeded,  and  from  1188  to  1 194  the  Jumma 
or  rental  assessed  on  the  country  by  the  Raja,  had,  on  the  whole,  and  not- 
withstanding sundry  increases,  decreased  to  the  amount  of  Rupees 
2,82,000-8-3,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  comparative  account 
thereof,  which  statement  was  followed  by  a  view  of  the  particulars  of  the 
Raja's  or  Sudder  Settlement  for  each  of  these  years  and  of  the  collection 
thereon,  of  all  which  the  following  was  a  comparative  abstract  to  shew  haw 
he  had  paid  his  revenue  annually. 
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Brought  forward,    Rs.    37,58,881  11     0 
Add   collections  made  by   the    Raja  from   the 
Amils   distinctly   from  their  general  revenue  under  the 
two  heads  of  BiOiray  and  Mussoom  Khuzana  estimated 
altogether  at  Rupees,      GS,000    0     0 


38,20,881   IJ     0 


Add   Nuzzurana  joined  to  the  settlement  in 
1195,         1,84,195     0     0 


Total  Ways  and  Means  ...     Rs.,     40,11,076  11     0 


In  explanation  of  the  above  account  it  might  be  proper  to  mention 
that  the  Resident  had  not  included  the  first  year,  or  1189,  in  the  addition 
and  consequent  Average,  because  its  Jumma  was  avowedly  out  of  all 
proportion  less  than  that  of  all  the  other  years.  The  net  excess  of  the 
collections  during  this  year  (1198)  being  no  less  than  Rupees  4,92,191-15-3 
showed  ^vith  what  propriety  Dirg  Bijoy  Sing  withheld  the  payment  of  the 
balance  justly  due  from  him  to  Government,  and  still  uuUquidated,  of 
Rupees  1,42,259-5-11,  when  there  was  a  surplus  of  nearly  five  Lacs  of 
Rupees  to  discharge  it. 

The  increase  in  the  annual  deduction  granted  by  Government  as 
contained  in  the  4th  column  was  occasioned  by  the  additional  grant  to 
individuals  in  1784,  and  that  of  the  Fuslee  year  1192  or  1784-5,  being 
the  highest  of  all,  was  owing  to  the  remission  in  that  year  of  the  duties  on 
grain  on  account  of  the  then  prevailing  scarcity. 

The  Sudder  charges  of  collection,  or  those  paid  by  the  Raja  at  Be- 
nares, comprehended  in  the  7th  column,  consisted,  up  to  the  end  of  1194, 
of  the  following  articles  : — 

1st  Rozeenadar  Establishment  or  Charity  al- 
lowed by  Government  and  provided  for  with  the  Raja 
in  the  terms  of  his  original  settlement, Rs.,  83,296     7     0 

2nd.  Further  ready  money  allowances  paid  by 
hira  to  other  individuals  on  account  of  the  Company, 
and  for  which  he  took  credit  to  the  end  of  the  year,    ,..  3,660    0    0 


Rs.,         36,956    7    0 
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Brought  forward,  Rs.         30,956     7     0 

3rd.  A  payment  on  bis  own  account  to  Bahadoor 
All  Khan  whose  land  be  farmed,  ...  2,252     0     0 

4th.     Batta  on  Gourshahee  Rupees,      ...         ...  54,000     0    0 

5th.     Khelats  to  Amils  estimated  at,    10,000    0    0 

6tli.  Sebundy,  or  Establishment  of  what  was 
called  the  Raja's  Sebundy  for  making  collections  @  Rs,, 
4,000,  which  included  also  the  charges  of  the  Moolky 
Adawlut, 48,000     0     0 


Total  Rs.,      1,51,208    7    0 


The  first  and  second  of  the  above  articles  had  been  lately  transfer- 
red to  the  Company's  Treasury  to  be  thence  paid  to  the  parties  entitled  to 
them.  The  Column  No.  9  showed  the  surplus  collection  annually  made  by  the 
Raja  or  by  those  in  authority  under  him,  and  the  Neabut,  since  his  acces- 
sion ;  and  the  10th  and  last,  the  failure  of  one  year  (1191  Fuslee)  to  the 
amount  of  Rs.,  1,88,256-13-3,  by  which,  and  a  farther  sum  of  Rs., 
1,26,398-4-9  which,  although  realized  from  the  country  in  1192  and  1193 
Fuslee,  was  never  paid  to  the  Raja  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  he  had  incur- 
red a  balance  since  his  accession  of  Rs.,  3,14,655-2-0,  as  above  stated,  for 
the  payment  of  which  he  had,  on  certain  terras,  bound  himself  to  Govern- 
ment during  the  Residency  of  Mr.  James  Grant. 

Should  the  above  detail  have  proved  tedious,  the  Resident  requested 
it  might  be  imputed  to  the  desire  he  had  anxiously  entertained  of  putting 
the  British  Government  in  India  in  possession  of  what  he  considered  and 
believed  to  be  a  true  state  of  their  resources  from  this  part  of  the  Com- 
pany's Territories.  No  part  of  it  was  founded  on  any  other  than  authentic 
documents  drawn  from  direct  and  official  channels  of  information,  and  if  it 
be  proved  materially  erroneous,  Resident  should  own  himself  very  much 
deceived.  Having  thus  submitted  it  to  the  Government,  Resident  pro- 
ceeded to  the  detail  of  the  settlement  and  collections  of  the  present  year. 

With  respect  to  the  present  year's  settlement,  the  Government  was 
already  apprized  of  the  general  Regulations  Resident  had  laid  down  to  the 
Raja  for  his  guidance  in  making  it,  which,  although  he  professed  to  make 
them  the  general  rule  of  his  guidance,  he  did  not  invariably  adhere  to  from 
the  following  circumstances. 
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In  the  first  place  Kulb  Ali  Beg  having  a  three  year's  lease  of  seve- 
ral Mehals  or  Percfunnalis,  and  having  also  a  claim 
Kulb  Ali  Bag's  lease.  ^  .  .  ,       ,  ,.,„.• 

to  continue  security  with  charge  ot  the  collections 

in  another  called  Bowlee,  in  consequence  of  a  stipulation  entered  into  be- 
tween him  and  the  late  Resident,  on  his  having  engaged  to  make  himself 
answerable  for  the  revenues  of  1194;  which  were  then  in  jeopardy  from 
the  failure  of  another  Renter ;  the  Raja,  finding  on  his  first  suggestion 
of  the  matter  to  the  Resident  very  shortly  after  his  arrival,  that  there  might 
possibly  prove  objections  to  his  first  design  of  breaking  through  the  lease 
of  Kulb  Ali  for  his  3rd  year,  which  he  did  once  meditate  on  the  plea  that  the 
original  engagements  for  it  had  not  been  his  voluntary  act,  determined, 
suddenly  and  even  without  his  privity,  on  a  reconciliation,  in  appearance  at 
least,  with  this  capital  farmer,  between  whom  and  himself  there  had  long 
subsisted  a  strong  enmity ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  not  only  continued 
to  him  all  the  lands  included  in  the  3  years'  lease,  but  added  some  others 
which  he  accounted  for  to  him  at  the  time  and  obtained  his  consent  to  on 
the  plea  that  he  had  acted  upon  grounds  of  expediency,  as  he  could  not,  he 
confessed,  have  obtained  equivalent  terras  for  all  the  Mehals  thus  rented 
to  Kulb  Ali  Beg,  had  he  let  them  separately,  but  he  observed  that  Kulb 
All's  profits  on  the  whole  would  make  up  for  the  possible  deficiencies  in 
some  particular  districts  ;  and  as  both  from  his 
withKuirAl7B?g°acq"iS  ^wn  Want  of  local  knowledge  at  that  time  con- 
I^dent^''^  tesiution  by  the  cerning  the  atfairs  of  this  country  or  the  responsi- 
bility o£  the  farmers,  and  with  a  view  to  promote 
the  declared  object  of  Government  in  making  the  Raja  his  own  manager, 
the  Resident  left  the  formation  of  the  settlement  entirely  to  him,  only  re- 
serving his  ultimate  formal  confirmation  of  the  whole  of  it.  The  Resident 
accordingly  acquiesced  in  this  measure,  although  even  at  this  time  with 
some  degree  of  hesitation,  arising,  as  well  from  the  magnitude  of  the  charge 
thus  committed  to  Kulb  Ali  of  about  Ten  Lacs  of  Rupees,  as  from  his  ap- 
prehensions in  regard  to  the  efiects  of  the  latent  enmity  and  only  apparent 
friendship  that  existed  between  the  contracting  parties. 

All  the  rest  of  the  settlement  was  made  in  the  usual  way,  and  the 
Resident  had  no  complaints  on  the  subject  at  the 

Lease  of  pergunnahs  Gha-      , .  /•  -^    ,     •        r  i  •         /.  i.   i      i 

leepore  and  Shadeeabad  to     "^^  ^i  its  being  formed,  excepting  irom  Mehndee 
*°*  Ali   Khan,  a  Persian   adventurer  in  this  country, 

who  said  that  the  Raja  had  exacted  too  high  terms  from  him  for  the  two 
Pergunnahs  of  Ghazeepore  proper  and  Shadeeabad,  which  he  had  also  rent- 
ed the  year  before  ;  but  as  there  did  not  appear  any  material  difference 
between  the  rental  now  exacted  and  that  of  the  last  year,  1 1 94,  the  Resi- 
dent did  not  at  that  period  of  the  settlement  think  necessary  to  interfere 
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between  the  Raja  and  this  renter,  who  thereupon  proceeded  into  the  Per* 
gunnahs  to  make  his  own  settlement. 

It  may  be  here  remarked  that  the  Raja  was  unable  to  find  renters 
for  several  of  his  districts  owing  to  the  known  defalcation  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  funds  for  paying  their  rent.  These,  to  the  amount  of  Rs., 
4,13,075-2-0  according  to  the  Jumma  of  1194,  he  was  reduced  to  keep 
Amanee,  that  is,  to  make  the  collection  of  them  by  his  own  officers. 

For  the  settlement  thus  made.  Resident  concerted  with  the  Raja  the 

form  of  an  Amilnama  and  Cabooleat  the  princi- 

n^rgTroTofdl^'tfut     pal  alteration  in  which  from  those  of  the  preced- 

which  renters  could  not  be  ing  year  consisted,  1st.  In  the  Amils  stipulating 
found. 

expressly  to  be  answerable  for  all  thefts  and  rob- 
beries committed  within  their  respective  districts';  2nd.  In  their  renouncing 
all  claim  to  any  deduction  for  the  intended  abolition  of  the  duties  on  the 
transportation  of  grain  and  all  other  articles  of  the  interior  trade  which 
they  had  hitherto  collected  ;  and  3rd.  and  lastly,  to  forfeit  three  times  the 
amount  of  any  undue  exactions  of  revenue  that  might  be  proved  against 
them  on  the  complaints  of  the  Ryots. 

The  settlement  thus  concluded,  the  first  accident  that  occurred  res- 
pecting it  was  at  the  collection  of  the  first  Kist  or 

Mehndee  AH  being   sum-       .  .,   ,      ,  .  ,•    m  i 

moned  by  the  Raja  on  account  instalmeut  when  Mehndee  All  Khan,  above  na- 
b  rttS  b;' MSiJoffi-  ™ed,  being  called  upon  for  the  payment  of  his  Kist, 
««*■•  which  was  wholly  in  balance,  and  the  peon  threat- 

ening to  carry  him  to  the  Raja's  Cutcherry  to  answer  for  his  failure,  his 
pride  suffered  so  severely  at  the  idea  of  degradation  in  being  in  this  man- 
ner subjected  to  the  Raja's  novel  authority,  that,  actuated  perhaps  by 
the  idea  of  the  high  settlement  he  had  entered  into  as  above  intimated, 
he  rather  than  submit  to  appear  in  the  Cutcherry  of  Raja  Mehipnarain  whi- 
ther he  was  about  to  be  carried,  swallowed  a  considerable  dose  of  Arsenic 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  was,  when  reduced  to  a  condition  the  most 
hopeless,  recovered  by  the  medical  aid  of  Dr.  Boyd  who  then  happened  to 
be  with  him  at  Benares ;  and  as  this  circumstance  led  him  to  make  a  more 
particular  inquiry  into  his  situation,  the  Resident  made  the  Raja  grant  to 
him  a  remission  of  Rupees  24,000  on  his  farm  of 

Remission      granted      *<>,-,  i      /.  oi      i        i      i  i  •  i 

Mehndee  Aii  for  Shadeeabad,    the  Perguunah  of  Shadeeabad  as  that  which  was 

and  Eerguinmh   Qhazeepore  .j       i'ii.i  i-         •ujxu  11 

taken  into  Raja's  own  man-  Overrented,  whilst  he  relinquished  the  more  equally 
•gement.  assessed  Pergunnah  of  Ghazeepore  proper  to  the 

Raja  who  had  since  kept  it  Amanee  throughout  the  year. 

This  accident  was  soon  followed  by  very  serious  and  alarming  plea» 
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«et  up  by  Knlb  Ali  Beg,  who  came  and  declared  that  he  had  entered  into 
engagements  with  the  Raja  so  far  beyond  the 
^Julb  Ali  Beg'8  difficul-  ability  of  his  district  to  yield  that  nothing  but  his 
involved  circumstance  with  the  bankers  from  the 
transaction  of  the  past  year,  or  llQ-t,  could  have  induced  him  to  accede  to. 
These  remonstrauces  following  pretty  closely  the  affair  of  Mehndee  Ali  Khan, 
and  the  Raja  strongly  objecting  to  his  attending  to  Kulb  All's  pleas  lest  it 
should  bring  all  the  other  Amils  upon  him,  Resident  therefore  at  fi  rst 
temporized,  about  which  time,  the  Raja  fell  ill  and  continued  confined  to 
his  house  for  a  period  of  nearly  two  months,  during  which  Kulb  Ali  renew- 
ed and  enforced  his  protestations  about  his  inability  to  fulfil  his  engage- 
ments and  Resident  now  found,  much  to  his  disquietude,  that  he  was  in 
fact  or  at  least  generally  considered  as  a  Bankrupt  as  to  personal  wealth, 
which  he  was  supposed  to  have  dissipated  or  misspent  in  ways  not  easily 
to  be  accounted  for ;  so  that  being  at  the  close  of  last  year  greatly  indebted 
to  the  bankers  who  had  advanced  money  for  his  Kists,  they  had,  it  seemed, 
urged  him  to  enter  into  the  current  year's  engagements,  in  the  view  of  ex- 
tricating themselves  in  the  course  of  it  from  all  connection  with  him. 

When  the  Raja  had  recovered  from  his  indisposition,  Resident  ques- 
tioned him  closely  on  his  motives  for  trusting  so  large  an  amount  of  the 
public  revenue  in  hands  so  desperate,  upon  which  he  pleaded  (as  above  no- 
ticed) partly  the  3  years*  lease  and  partly  the  circumstance  of  the  decayed 
state  of  some  of  the  districts,  which  (from  policy  as  he  thought  it)  he  had 
joined  with  those  of  which  the  lease  was  unexpired  and  thrown  into  Kulb 
All's  hands ;  but  when  the  Resident  asked  him  what  he  would  do  now  that 
Kulb  Ali  had  publicly  declared  his  inability,  he  sometimes  urged  that  en- 
gagements were  binding  and  that  if  Resident  allow- 
mSintoa^mT*"  «^  ^^ose  to  be  given  up,  all  the  other  contractors 
for  the  revenue  would  make  similar  pleas  in  hope  of 
obtaining  remisssions  ;  whilst  on  other  occasions,  when  urged  on  the  subject, 
he  used  to  say  he  would,  rather  than  allow  Kulb  Ali  any  remission,  take 
the  Mehals  out  of  his  hands,  although  he  should  lose  ever  so  much  by  so  doin<y; 
and  he  then  himself  thought  it  possible  that  by  adopting  such  a  measure  in 
the  middle  of  the  year,  he  might  lose  more  than  half  a  Lac  or  about  sixty 
thousand  Rupees,  and  as  Resident's  opinion  agreed  fully  with  the  Raja's  in 
this  instance.  Resident  made  out  for  his  own  farther  satisfaction  a  state- 
ment of  Kulb  All's  receipts  from  such  of  those  Mehals  as  he  had  farmed  for 
1 1 94,  and  after  adding  up  the  gross  collections  for  the  last  year  of  all  his  farms 
for  the  present,  it  appeared  that  there  must  be,  on  that  footing,  a  deficiency 
of  or  about  Forty  thousand  Rirpees.  The  principal  oflScers  whom  the  Resi- 
dent consulted  on  this  occasion  were  also  of  opinion  that  Kulb  All's  Mehals 
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were  at  least  overrated  about  Thirty  thousand  Rupees.  Wherefore  with  a  view 
to  prevent  further  loss  and  to  apply  the  safest   remedy  which  the  case  ap- 
peared to  admit  of,  the  Resident  authorized  Ibrahim  Ali  Khan  to  settle  witb 
him  in  this  manner,  either  that  be  should  immedi- 

Resident  negociates   with        ^   ,  t         •  i        h    i  •     /•  i  .-  /?    j       •-! 

Kulb  Ali  through  Nawab     ^.tely  relinquish  all  his  farms,  or  be  satisfied  with 
Ibrahim  Ah  Khan.  ^  remission  in  the  rent  payable  on  the  whole  of 

them  of  Rupees  25,000-0-0,  which  amount  the  Resident  promised  to  se- 
cure to  him  out  of  the  last  Kist,  provided,  1  st.  That  he  regularly  paid  the  full 
sum  of  all  the  others  throughout  the  year  ;  2ndly.  That  he  kept  the  secret, 
which  was  only  to  be  known  to  the  Nawab  himself  and  him,  for  the 
Resident  did  not  even  judge  it  expedient  that  the  Raja  should  at  that 
time  be  apprized  of  it,  both  because  he  would  not  in  all  probability 
have  kept  it  sufficiently  secret  and  would  thereby  have  attracted  (what  he 
affected  so  much  to  fear)  many  other  claims  on  him,  as  well  as  because  of 
the  old  ill  will  between  the  Raja  and  this  farmer,  which  had  broken  out 
afresh  since  the  period  of  the  settlement,  and  with  such  violence,  owing  to 
the  latter's  present  remonstrances,  that  the  Resident  really  thought  it  essential 
for  the  good  of  all,  and  therefore  his  duty,  however  otherwise  disagreeable,  to 
act  thus  far  without  his  knowledge.  After  a  good  deal  of  hesitation,  Kulb  Ali 
accepted  of  these  terms  and  on  the  1st  of  January  the  Nawab  Ali  Ibrahim 
Khan  wrote  him  that  he  had  done  so.  Resident  accordingly  considered  him- 
self bound  to  procure  for  him  the  stipulated  remission  at  the  end  of  the  year 
from  the  Raja  provided  he  performed  the  two  conditions  thus  stipulated 
through  the  Nawab  ;  for  Kulb  Ali  and  the  Resident  never  had  any  conversa- 
tion on  the  subject.  The  general  settlement  of  the  Government  Revenue^ 
being  thus  made,  stood  as  follows  : — 

1st.   Amount  of  Revenue  payable  by  the  renter 
including  supposed  amount  to 
8ettlement''mtde'Jf'tife'prSl    ^^  received  from  the  Amanee 
^i»ce.  Mehals  or  those  not  rented,        38,16,980  13     0 

2Qd.  Estimated  amount  of  customs,  being  ac- 
cording to  the  last  year,  1194,     4,49,273     2     3 

3rd.  Amount  of  Nuzzurana  contracted  to  be 
paid  by  the  renters  this  year  along  with  their  settle- 
ment,       1,84.195     0    0 

4th.     Buhray  estimated  at,     42,000     0     0 

5th.  treasury  fees  or  Russoom  Khuzana  esti- 
m^vted ...  26,000    0     0 

Total,  Rs.        45,18,448  15     3 
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Brought  forward,     ...     45,18,448  15     3 
Deduct  as  follows : 

1st.    Charges  of  Sudder  Cutcheiry,  as  already 
explained,  estimated,  ...         ...         1,53,120     1     0 

2nd.  Reduction  in  the  customs 
Rs.  1,59,934-0-10  for  a  whole  year, 
e  months  of  which  falls  in  this,  79,967    5    0 

^  2,33,088     4     0 


Balance,     Rs.     42,85,360  11     3 


The  above  is  the  real  expected  fund  according  to  the  present  year's 
settlement  for  paying  the  Government  Revenue,  and  is  certainly  sufficient, 
provided  it  could  have  been  fully  realized ;  some  of  the  causes  of  the 
deficiency  in  respect  of  it  will  be  noticed  in  the  sequel  of  this  letter. 

After  proceeding  thus  far  in  regard  to  the  settlement,  the   Resident 
thought  it  would    prove  highly    beneficial  to  his 

wiuTthe  Ra>  "^^^^^  ***"  ^"^"'"^  ^^^^s  ^^^  ^^®  ^^^^^^  of  the  country  to  make 
a  circuit  through  it  in  company  with  the  Raja, 
on  which  they  accordingly  set  out  on  the  18th  of  January  and  did  not 
return  till  the  1 9th  of  April,  during  which  they  visited  most  parts  of  the 
Zemindaree. 

This  tour  was  by  no  means  flattering  to  the  Resident's  wishes  as  ia 
general  wherever  they  proceeded,  they  met  complaints  and  saw  many  of 
the  Pergunnahs  in  a  state  of  decay,  and  some  few  of  the  largest  and  best 
of  them  little  better  than  a  waste,  among  which  deserved  to  be  particularly 
enumerated  those  of  Khereed  and  Buloah,  two  of  those  Mehals  which  the 
Raja  had,  from  motives  of  policy  as  he  conceived  and  declared,  thrown 
into  Kulb  All's  lease,  together  with  the  extensive  Pergunnah  of  Sikunder- 
pore,  one  fourth  part  of  which  is  certainly  not  cultivated  ;  and  this  was  also 
the  case  with   Khereed,  and  yet  the  former   re- 

Impovenshed  state  of  the 

country  owing  to  the  system     veuuc  was  kept  up  by  a  modo  well  known  in  thia 

hitherto  adopted,  ,  ,  i  i       -i.     x>    • 

country,  and  even  avowed  by  its  Raja  as  a  maxim 
of  Finance,  that  whatever  additional  Abwabs  or  taxes  are  laid  on  a  district 
to  equalize  its  Revenues  with  the  assessment  by  Government  were  no  injustice 
to  its  inhabitants  and  did  not  (as  he  conceived)  even  fall  properly  under  the 
head  of  Abwab.  Thus  the  bow  was  strained  till  at  length  it  snapped,  and  this 
no  doubt  had  occasioned  in  a  great  measure  the  great  decline  of  some 
of  the  once  most  productive  and  well  cultivated  Pergunnahs  in  the 
Zemindaree  (besides  those  above  mentioned)  such  as  Chowsah,  Zumaneah 
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and  Nirwan,  in  each  of  which  there  had  been  a  necessity  of  lowering  the 
Jumma  for  some  years  past,  as  there  would  no  doubt  be  in  the  ensuing 
settlement  in  many  others.  And  to  this  principle  was  also  to  be  ascribed 
the  fact  of  the  Raja  having  been  obliged  this  year  to  keep  so  many  of  his 
Pergunnahs  in  his  own  hands,  as  above  mentioned  on  the  subject  of  the 
general  settlement. 

Whilst  on  this  circuit,  Kulb  AH  Beg  advised  both  the  Raja  and 
Resident  of  a  very  severe  loss  he  had  sustained  by  a  storm  of  hail  that 
happened  in  his  Pergunnahs  near  to  Jounpore  ;  but  the  Raja  appeared  by 
no  means  inclined  to  listen  to  his  representations,  on  the  former  plea, 
that  his  doing  so  would  attract  other  claimants  on  this  subject :  and  thus 
the  affair  rested  till  they  arrived  at  Jounpore  in  March,  where  the  Raja 
informed  the  Resident  that  he  had  learnt  Kulb  Ali  was  meditating  his 
escape  from  the  Company's  Dominions  after  collecting  the  Rubby  Crop 
then  uureaped,  and  was  besides  in  a  sort  of  despair,  which  the  Raja  of 
course  attributed  to  the  worst  of  motives,  such  as  drunkenness,  &o.,  whilst 
Kulb   Ali,  who  seemed  to  the    Resident    deeply 

Kulb  Ali  beg  declares  him- 
self utterly  unable  to  meet    penetrated  with  a  sense  of  his  forlorn  state,  with 

la  epgagemen  .  tears  in  his  eyes  declared  to  him  that  his  despon- 

dency proceeded  from  his  knowledge  of  the  Raja's  and  his  officer's  deter- 
mined resolution  to  ruin  him  at  all  events.  He  now  therefore  declared 
that  from  these  circumstances,  and  the  great  loss  his  farms  had  sustained 
by  the  hail,  he  was  totally  unable  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  even  (as  he  at 
that  time,  viz.  in  March  last,  publicly  announced  to  the  Raja  and  the 
Resident)  to  within  the  amount  of  perhaps  2  Lacs  of  Rupees,  upon 
which  the  Rajah,  ascribing  always  bad  motives  to  Kulb  Ali,  declared  to 
the  Resident  that  it  was  now  incumbent  on  him  to  take  measures  to 
anticipate  that  Farmer's  intentions  by  sending  Sezawuls  into  all  his  farms 
to  secure  the  produce  of  the  Rubby  Crop,  if  he  (Kulb  Ali)  would  not  now 
give  unexceptionable  security  for  the  payment  of  the  revenue  throughout 
the  year.  In  this  stage  of  the  business,  Resident  finding  himself,  from 
Kulb  All's  present  declaration  made  in  consequence  (as  he  said)  of  his 
subsequent  losses  by  the  hail  and  of  the  Raja's  enmity  towards  him,   freed 

from  the  promise  the  Resident  had  made  to  the 
setu/SKSb  Ali.^^**  ***    Nawab  in   January,   he  [left  him  and  the  Raja 

to  settle  as  they  thought  fit,  for  which  there 
was  yet  time,  the  principal  crop  remaining  still  untouched,  and  the 
Resident  accordingly  assured  the  Raja  that  he  would  fully  support  all  his 
acts,  whether  he  preferred  sending  Sezawuls  to  secure  the  Crop  then  still 
upon  the  ground,  or  to  compromise  with  Kulb  Ali  by  making  him  some 
adequate  allowance  in  consideration  of  the  original  high  terms  of  his  settle- 
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tnent  and  of  his  subsequeot  acknowledged  and  considerable  losses  by  the 
hail,  but  as  instead  of  60,000  Rupees,  for  which  sum  the  Resident  believ- 
ed he  could  have  satisfied  Kulb  Ali  and  the  Bankers  who  supported  hira,  the 
Raja  would  on  both  accounts  at  most  allow  only  30,000  Rupees,  Resident 
declined  all  further  interference,  even  the  most  indirect,  and  this  second 
negociatiou  ended  by  the  Raja  declining  to  send  Suzawuls  and  conferring 
a  Khelaut  on  Kulb  Ali  by  way  of  restoring  confi- 

Knlb  All  taken  ostensible    Jence  to  the  Bankers  who  had  entered  into  en- 
into  favor. 

gagements  to  pay  Kulb  All's  last  kist,   which  the 

Raja  feared  they  would  not  perform  if  he  then  proceeded  to  dispossess  the 
farmer,  who  proceeded  with  his  collections  till  shortly  after  the  Resident 
returned  to  Benares,  when,  in  consequence,  no  doubt,  of  difficulties  and  trou- 
bles excited  between  him  and  the  Zemindars,  from  the  strictness  he  was 
obliged  to  use  in  his  collections  Mr.  Neave  was,  on  his  application  to  the 
Raja  and  the  Raja's  to  the  Resident,  deputed  with  some  military  force  to 
secure  the  peace  of  the  districts  belonging  to  him 
depute  Mr' Neale°tl>'^jtu^-     i^  ^^^e  vicinity  of  Jounpore,  and  to  assist  in  the 

pore  with  a  militry  force  to     realization  of  the  revenue  ;  and  Kulb  Ali  Beg  be- 
tnake  the  collections.  ^  . 

ing  soon  afterwards  called  into  Benares  for  his 
balances  in  the  Pegunnahs  of  Khereed  and  Buloah  which  lie  in  the  Sirkar 
of  Qhazeepore  and  confined  by  the  Raja  on  that  account  in  his  own  house, 
where  he  still  remained,  the  collections  of  the  Jounpore  districts  were  thereby 
necessarily  left  to  Mr.  Neave,  by  whose  unremitted  exertions,  as  long  and  as 
far  as  his  health  would  permit,  the  sum  of  Two  Lacs  of  Rupees  had  been 
realized,  the  greater  part  of  which  would  probably  have  been  lost,  but  for 
their  interposition  ;  and  upon  this  occasion  it  was  a  duty  incumbent  on  the 
Resident  to  bear  testimony  to  the  cheerful  and  able  assistance  afforded  to 
hira  by  that  gentleman  whose  health  had  severely  suffered  by  the  commis- 
sion which  had  thereby  sooner  terminated,  by  his  indispensible  return  to 
Benares,  than  either  he  or  the  Resident  could  have  wished,  which  might 
no  doubt  so  far  lessen  the  beneficial  consequences  of  his  local  inspection  of 
that  part  of  the  country  during  the  measures  that  had  been  since  carried 
on  for  its  cultivation  and  improvement. 

The  discussion    which  Kulb  All's  failure  had  led  to  of  his  accounts 
having  in  the  first  i  nstance  occasioned  discovery  that  the  bankers  had  ap- 
propriated to  themselves  the  amount  of  Rupees  17,084-4-0  on  plea  of  re- 
paying Kulb  Ali's  debts  to  them  on  account  of  the  preceding  year ;  the  Resi- 
dent was  thence  induced  at  the  earnest  entreaty 

Proceedings     of    Benares        r  .i      tj    •  j         i 

Bankers  in  -connection  with  01  the  Kaja  to  pass  an  Order  that  they  should  re- 

Kulb  Ali's  liabilities.  fund  this   amount  to  the  public  revenue  because 

Resident  believed  it  to  be  conformable  to  the  ideas  and   practice  of  India 
C 
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in  similar  cases  to  prevent  all  such  unauthorized  appropriations  of  the  cur- 
rent collectious,  more  especially,  as  in  the  present  instance,  where  the  failing 
renter  was  an  avowed  bankrupt,  but  how  much  soever  the  Resident  was 
in  his  own  mind  satisfied  as  to  the  general  justice  of  such  resumption,  yefc 
it  gave  such  offence  to  the  bankers  of  Benares,  through  whom  all  the  reve- 
nue of  this  country  passed  from  the  renters  into  the  Raja's  Treasury,  that 
they  combined  not  to  give  their  notes,  called  in  this  country  Dakhillas,  for 
the  next  kist,  until  the  Resident  agreed  that  the  amount,  thus  taken  fron» 
them,  should  be  deposited  in  one  of  their  own  houses,  subject  to  such  further 
order  as  the  Resident  might  ultimately  issue  on  the  subject,  and  the  Resi- 
dent was  sorry  to  find  that  this  first  ordered  resumption  constituted  but  a 
small  part  of  similar  misappropriations,  since  from  a  later  discovery  made 
by  Kulb  AH  Beg,  he  stated  the  amount  of  them  to  exceed  70,000  Rupees, 
the  recovery  of  which  would  prove  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  because, 
from  the  system  hitherto  established  in  this  country,  the  Shroffs  or  bankers 
could  in  fact  in  a  great  measure  command  the  Raja  and  Government  itself 
with  respect  to  the  realization  of  the  revenue,  the  custom  being  for  each 
kist  to  be  realized,  not  in  cash  but,  by  their  Da- 
System  of  realizing  the  re-    ;t;iiiJas  or  notes  payable  in  a  certain  number  of 

venue  by  means  of  Dakmllas.  ^  J  ^^^  w.  •.    uuiuw^i    vj 

days  from  the  dates  thereof ;  and  as  the  renters 
were  generally  in  arrears  to  them,  they  of  course  exacted  their  own  terms 
from  the  latter  for  these  Dakhillas,  as  well  as  sometimes  from  Government, 
before  they  would  give  in  those  of  the  ensuing  kists,  after  all  which  the 
realization  of  these  Dakhillas  became  sometimes  a  second  difficulty  to  the 
Raja,  or  rather  to  the  Resident  himself,  who  was  thus  obliged  to  yield  con- 
stant attention  to  reconcile  as  far  as  possible  all  the  jarring  interests  of  ren- 
ters, bankers  and  the  Raja,  to  secure  the  payment  of  each  successive  kist, 
between  the  period  of  the  Dakhillas  being  delivered  in,  when  Resident's 
Towjee  account  was  also  despatched,  at  the  end  of  the  English  month,  by 
which  period  the  Dakhillas  must  be  realized  ;  from  which  short  description 
it  would  appear  sufficiently  evident  that  the  Resident  had  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  troublesome  year  been  forced  to  exert  every  influence  as  if  he 
had  himself  been  the  collector,  without  however  possessing,  or  being  able  to 
exercise,  that  minute  inspection  over  the  Amils  or  renters,  which  the  success 
of  all  collections  in  this  country  essentially  required,  but  these  inconveni- 
ences, however  embarrassing.  Resident  had  not  allowed  himself  seriously  to 

regret,  in  the  hopes  of  promoting  the  grand  and 
ReS'X'f^T'wanl  declared  object  of  his  instructions,  namely,  the  re- 
ef confidence  in  the  Raja     storatiott  of  the  Raja  to  the  fullest  possible  exercise 

on  the  part  of  people.  _  **  ^ 

of  the  functions  of  his  station.  Yet  such  was  the 
undignified  idea  entertained  of  him,  owing  perhaps  to  his  former  depressed 
state,  and  such  the  unwillingness  of  people  iu  general  to  submit  to,  and  still 
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less  to  promote  his  aggrandizement  or  to  place  reliance  in  his  acts,  that 
time  alone  could,  if  ever,  eflFectually  confirm  his  respectibility  or  secure  the 
collections  made  under  his  authority  ;  truths  which  have  been  severely  ex- 
perienced during  the  course  of  the  present  year,  to  the  risk  of  entailing 
upon  himself  the  odium  of  the  Raja's  failure,  in  respect  to  which,  Resident 
would  however  be  candid  enough  here  to  own  that  even  the  effects  of  his 
own  interference  might  in  some  instances  have  operated  in  a  certain  degree 
to  the  Raja's  disadvantage,  from  the  natives  still  wishing  to  adhere  to  the 
Residency  in  everything  and  to  hira,  (the  Raja)  in  nothing  ;  and  from  the 
natural  consequences  of  a  divided  authority,  the  limits  of  which  on  both 
sides  have  during  this  year  remained  unascertained  and  fluctuating,  be- 
tween Resident's  earnest  desire  to  establish  his  authority,  and  a  very  pre- 
valent disinclination  of  the  natives  to  submit  to  it. 

The  Resident  had  however  never  yet  ultimately  despaired  of  effecting 
the  Board's  wishes,  more  especially  in  regard  to  the  regulation  of  the  coun- 
try at  large,  so  as,  if  possible,  to  establish  such  a  system  as  might  leave  but 
little  to  the  Raja's  own  acts  or  even  to  those  of  the  Resident,  but  to  render 
the  security  of  the  inhabitants  dependent  on  the  operation  of  permanent  re- 
gulations, trusting  as  little  as  might  be  to  the  will  of  the  immediate  Ruler. 
In  this  view  and  as  the  commencement  of  a  system  of  law  and  regularity 
so  essentially  requisite  to  the  well  being  of  a  Dominion  so  distant  even 
from  the  seat  of  the  British  Indian  Government,  the  Resident  originally 
proposed  the  institution  of  the  three  new  Courts  of  Justice,  the  future  ex- 
tension, and  further  regulation  of  which,  will  form  a  subsequent  part  of  this 
address.  The  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country  had  been  regulated  by 
Government  itself  in  a  manner  which,  though  highly  beneficial  in  other 
respects,  had  proved  for  the  present  year  an  additional  and,  to  the  Raja,  a 
heavy  and  unexpected  curtailment  of  his  resources  and  entitled  him  perhaps 
in  equity  to  plead  for  a  larger  remission  in  the  payment  of  this  year's  revenue 
than  he  has  yet  obtained.  But  by  far  the  most  material  reformation  re- 
mained to  be  effected,  namely  that  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  and  to 
obtain  information  into  the  real  state  of  the  country  in  this  respect  was  the 
main  object  of  the  Resident's  circuit  and  he  now  proceeded  to  submit  the 
result  of  his  investigation. 

It  was  proper  to  premise  that  there  were  two  general  modes  for 

the  payment  of  revenue  in  this  country,  one  by  a  stipulated  rate  of  money 

rent,  the  other  called   Betay,    which  was   also  generally  paid  in  cash,    but 

the  amount    whereof    was    rated    according    to 

Modes  in  which  revenue     ^)^q  market  price   of  the  actual  produce  ascertain- 
vna  paid  explained.  ^  ^ 

ed  by  measurement  and  an  estimate  of  the  abun- 
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dance  or  deficiency  of  the  Crop.  Some  articles,  such  as  sugar-cane,  opium 
tobacco  and  vegetables  were  always  paid  for  according  to  the  first  mode, 
which  was  called  Nukdee,  whilst  the  general  Crops  of  barley  and  other 
common  grain  were  paid  for  in  the  mode  of  Betay  ;  which  last  the  Re- 
sident has  found  to  constitute,  in  its  present  state,  a  fruitful  source  of  con- 
tention throughout  the  country  in  general,  from  the  renters  being  tempted 
by  their  natural  avidity  to  overreach  the  Ryots  by  using  short  measuring 
rods  and  otherwise  over-valuing  the  produce,  and  by  the  Ryots  on  their 
part  making  use  of  every  device,  such  as  stealing  the  grain  and  other  arti- 
fices, to  enable  them  to  cope  with  their  adversaries,  the  renters.  Nor  were 
the  Nukdee  lands  free  from  equivalent  inconveniences  which  principally 
arose  from  the  additional  articles  of  Abwab,  which  the  renters  have,  since 
the  expulsion  of  Cheyt  Sing  been  gradually  accumulating  under  various 
denominations  upon  the  rent  as  it  then  existed,  of  which  the  result  was 
that  since  Cheyt  Sing's  expulsion  the  article  of  Abwabs  had  on  the  whole 
increased  from  the  sum  of  Rupees  43,310-15-9  at  which  they  stood  in  1194-, 
making  a  real  increase  of  Rupees  1,19,47-1-3,  to  raise  which  sum  Taxes  or 
Abwabs  have  been  imposed  under  various  new  denominations,  not  even  sup- 
posed to  be  known  at  Benares,  but  very  distressing  to  the  Pergunnahs  in 
which  they  existed,  as  much  perhaps  for  their  uncertainty  and  want  of  li- 
mitation as  from  the  positive  burthen  imposed  by  them,  added  to  all  which 
the  mode  prevalent  in  this  country,  as  above  observed,  of  raising  the  reve- 
nue upon  each  Pergunnah  by  additional  Abwabs  upon  the  lands  that  re- 
mained cultivated  to  make  up  for  those  which  have  become  waste  and  de- 
serted, had,  with  preceding  causes,  conspired  to  render  the  situation  of  tlie 
Zeraindaree  of  Benares  in  general  extremely  critical,  and  to  make  the  rea- 
lization of  the  public  revenue  a  constant  exertion  upon  almost  all  ranks 
of  the  society. 

The  truth  of  the  preceding  remarks  would,  the  Resident  thought,  ap- 
pear evinced  merely  from  considering  that,   al- 
madeupVthelevy  o/cesa-     though  the  sum  of  the   Raja's  annual  collections, 
*■•  and  the  cultivation  of  the  country  have  both  most 

certainly  continued  in  general  to  decline  ever  since  the  period  of 
Cheyt  Sing's  expulsion,  yet  the  Mofussil  rental  or  the  sum  of  the  annual 
assessment  for  the  collections,  and  even  the  collections  as  realized  by  the 
Amils  from  the  Zemindars  and  Ryots,  have  on  the  whole  increased  to  nearly 
a  Lac  of  Rupees  beyond  what  was  collected  in  the  last  year  of  Cheyt 
Sing's  management,  exclusive  of  the  large  increase  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  separate  article  of  Abwabs.  How  could  such  a  consequence  flow  from 
such  premises  except  by  the  several  means  of  undue  exaction  above  point- 
ed out,  and  by  practising  what  is  too  well  known  in  this  country  by  the 
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terra  of  "taking  both  shares"  of  the  crop:  by  which  is  however  only 
meant,  the  taking  of  much  more  than  its  fair  moiety,  the  one  half  being 
the  public  due  of  the  Amils  from  the  Ryots,  though  in  some  Pergunnahs 
somewhat  more  than  this  equal  proportion  was  by  usage  authorizedly  taken 
by  the  Amils  of  Government  under  the  denomination  of  Zabitaneh  or  pre- 
cedent.    Resident  did  therefore  believe  that  unless  the  present   numerous 

Mofussil  irregularities  be  corrected  and  a  regular 
Serious  danger  to  the  Re-  .         i      •      .•.    ^    j         -^  7  r 

venue  from  existing  irregu-  system  be  instituted,  as  it  were  ae  Twvo,  a  very  tew 
^*"'^®*'  years,  perhaps  even  the  next,  would  discover  the 

latent  inability  and  reduced  state  of  the  country  at  large  l)y  an  alarming 
failure  in  the  receipt  of  the  Government  revenue.  To  shew  that  the  Re- 
sident had  not  adopted  these  sentiments  upon  hearsay  he  had  collected  a 
series  of  complaints  preferred  to  him  during  the  course  of  the  present  year 
which  would,  he  thought,  fully  justify  the  means  he  had  taken  to  remedy  the 
evils  therein  substantiated,  of  which  means  he  could,  after  this  introduc- 
tion and  reference,  hardly  afford  a  more  explicit  account  than  by  the  paper 
of  instructions  issued  to  the  Raja  on  that  head  under  date  the  25th  June 
last. 

These  regulations  would,  the  Resident  trusted,  appear  sufficiently 
explanatory  of  their  substance  and  object  without  any  further  observa- 
tion on  his  part.  It  was  no  wonder  that  the  irregularities  complained  of  had 
thus  accumulated.  Perhaps  the  wonder  was,  they  had  not  hitherto  had 
more  baneful  effects  than  they  have  yet  appeared  to  have  produced.  The 
evil,  however,  though  yet  in  a  considerable  degree  latent,  had  already  in 
some  instances,  and  might  soon  in  many  others,  burst  forth  ;  and  that  re- 
formation was  required  to  prevent  it,  was  what  the  Resident  had  no 
doubt  of.  The  difficulties  experienced  in  the  course  of  this  year  had  no 
doubt  been  considerably    enhanced  by  the   little 

Difficulties  at  the  present  ,^     .   ff  ,^  i .        , •  i  •  1     x      1       1 

time  increased  by  the  Raja's  care  that  (trom  the  alterations  which  took  place 
mode  of  procedure.  -^^  ^^iQ  Residency,  at  the  season  for  the  cultivation 

in  July  and  August  1787)  was  taken  by  the  Raja  and  Naib  to  promote 
so  essential  an  object  to  the  following  year's  revenue  ;  for  while  short  or 
annual  leases  existed  and  the  Amils  were  left  to  assess  their  Jumma  on  the 
country  ad  libitum,  the  most  flattering  encouragement  must  be  held  out 
to  the  Ryots  by  Agents  or  Ameens  sent  into  the  Pergunnahs  to  make  them 
heartily  engage  to  put  the  ploughs  in  the  ground,  which  terms  were  con- 
stantly, and  even  in  some  measure  necessarily,  broken  through  during  the 
course  of  the  collections. 

The  Resident  had  fixed  on  the  Fuslee  year  1187  as  the  standard  to 
which  the  rates  of  the  rental  of  the  country  was  in  general  to   be  restored, 
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because  it  was  the  last  complete   year  of  Cheyt  Sing's   management,    and 

because  it  was   on  its  general   amount,  (being  nearly  the  same  as  that  of 

1184  and  1188    the   accounts  of  which  were  exhibited  to  Mr.  Hastings), 

that  the  permanent  settlement  was  made  for  40 

,  ^^\  «!i8»f i*7  t«e«  ''^-     Lacs  with  the  preseut  Raja.  The   blending  of  the 

eluded  with  the  land  Ke venue.  ^  •>  ° 

Abwab  and  subsidiary  taxes  with  the  Mai  or  original 

rent,  so  as  to  constitute  but  one  aggregate  rate  per  Beegah,  the  Resident 

considered  as  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  security  of  the  Ryots,  for  it 

was  the  opening  thus  left  to  the  Native  collectors  all 

This  measure  absolutely    ^^g^  ^^e  British  provinces  that  enabled  them   to 

nocesBary.  '■ 

tyrannize  over  the   Ryots  ;  because    Government 

could  never  know  or  enter  into  the  numerous  devices  practised  by  the  Zemin- 
dars and  collectors  to  extend  these  articles,  which  they  increased,  decreased 
and  altered  every  year  as  they  thought  fit. 


It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Resident  to  add  that  the  system  contain- 
ed in  the  above  regulations  appeared  to  him  well  adapted  for  the  situation 
of  this  country,  but  it  was  much  more  difficult  to  carry  it  into  eflfect  than  to 
propose  it.  The  interests  or  prejudices  of  all  classes  of  men  employed  in 
the  collections  were  against  it,  and  the  difBculty  was  enhanced  by  the  neces- 
sity  of  his  employing  the  Raja  and  his  Ameens  to  carry  a  plan,  he  certainly  did 
not  heartily  wish  well  to,  into  effect.  Considering  all  these  circumstances,  Resi* 
dent  was  sensible  that  he  might  incur  the  imputation  even  of  temerity  in  the 
undertaking,  more  especially  as  the  periodical  rains 

Reformation  to  be  carried      ,       •        ^i  •  ,  ,       ,  ,  .       /•  xi 

out  at  all  risks.  having  this  year  been  backward,  some  parts  of  the 

Khereef  or  1st  Crop  of  the  ensuing  year  would  be 
lost  and  the  funds  for  the  future  revenue   thereby  so  far  diminished  ;  but 
notwithstanding  every   discouragement,  whether  arising   from   natural   or 
artificial  causes.    Resident  was  so  strongly  impressed  from  a  view  of  things 
before  him  with  the  idea  of  the  necessity  of  beginning  a  reformation   that 
he  had  risked  it ;  and,  if  present  or  future  good  in  any  degree  resulted 
to  the  country  from  the  attempt,  he  should  be  fully  requited  for  the  trouble 
and  even  the  danger  of  failure.     It  could  not  be  expected  that  regulations  of 
the  kind  could  all  at  once  be  completely  received  in  every   Pergunnah  and 
sub-division,  but  by  the  means  hereafter   proposed,  and  by  an  assiduous  at- 
tention on  his  own  part,  he  trusted  they  might  be  prevalent  throughout  all 
the  country  by  the  end  of  1196,  and   when  the  great   body  of  the  people 
came  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  system  in  all  its  parts,  it  was,  he 
thought,  impossible  that  it  should  not  produce  the  happiest  effects,  as  well 
in  regard  to  their  own  ease,  as  to  the  cultivation  of  the  country   and  the 
ponsequent  future  security  of  the  Government  revenue. 
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These  prospects  had  however  no  effect  on  the  Raja,  wlio  made  great 
objections  to  these  regulations,  upon  the  plea,  principally,  that  his  collec- 
tions of  the  balances  of  this  year  would  be  impeded  thereby,  and  he  con- 
tinued so  obstinately  to  object  to  them  that  the  Resident  at  length  thought 
it  his  duty,  if  he  would  not  consent,  to  resume  the  management  into  his 
own  hands,  both  of  the  collections  and  the  issuing  of  the  new  Pottahs  ; 
and  the  Resident  at  length  offered  explicitly  on  that  condition  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  this  year's  revenue  on  himself,  if  the  Raja  would  not  en- 
gage both  to  carry  the  new  plan  into  execution  and  to  be  and  remain  fully 
answerable  for  the  current  revenue  ;  to  both  which  articles  the  Raja  at  last 
gave  his  formal  and  repeated  assent,  yet  the  Resident  had  but  too  much 
reason  to  fear  for  the  realization  of  this  year's  revenue  under  his  collection 
which  he  did  not  think  there  would  have  been  room  for,  had  he  taken  the 
entire  management  on  himself,  even  at  the  late  period  of  the  year  when 
he  proposed  it  to  the  Raja.  This  belief  certainly  implied  that  he  depended 
much  on  his  own  influence  having  happier  effects 
withThTRr°a!  Resident  be'  than  the  Raja's,  and  he  had  no  scruple  to  avow  his  re- 
ing  anxious  to  support  him.  ijance,  that  it  would,  if  singly  exerted,  unencum- 
bered by  the  Raja's  agency.  Perhaps  the  more  advisable  part  would  have 
been  on  this  occasion  not  to  have  left  the  measure  to  the  Raja's  choice  ; 
but,  unwilling  as  the  Resident  was  to  undo  what  he  had  done  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  in  strict  pursuance  of  so  material  a  part  of  his  instructions 
from  Government,  he  left  the  agency  in  both  branches,  that  is,  the  collec- 
tions and  the  issuing  of  the  new  Pottahs,  to  the  Raja,  thinking  that  if  both 
objects  be  obtained  through  him,  even  in  somewhat  a  less  beneficial  a  degree 
than  by  Resident's  own  immediate  and  direct  agency,  still  the  degree  of  de- 
fect might  appear  to  be  compensated  by  the  advantage  of  not  disposses- 
sing the  Raja  from  the  management  in  which  it  was  the  public  wish  to  keep 
him,  if  possible,  confirmed. 

As  the  second  principal  objection  of  the  Raja  to  the  issuing  of  the 
new  Pottahs  was  founded  on  the  expense  of  the  Ameens  which  the  reduc- 
ed state  of  his  means,  would  not,  he  said,  admit  of  his  defraying  out  of  the 
current  year's  collections,  and  levying  it  from  the 
on^heTcore'^i^xp^nft^^^^^  Ryots  would  have  too  much  burthened  them  and 
aident  undertakes    to  pay    tended  to  dispose  them  against  the  new  measures 

the  Ameens.  '■ 

intended   for  their   advantage,   Resident  thought 

Government  would  approve  of  his  agreeing  to  promise  the  Raja  that  the 

expenses,  which  on  calculation  could  not  exceed  10,000  Rupees,  if  so  much, 

should,  as  an  extraordinary  measure,  be  defrayed  by  the  Company  on  the 

condition  that  the  Raja  faithfully  caused  the  Ameens  (who  excepting  the 

districts  lately  under  Mr.    Neave's  superintendence,  were  all  of  his  owa 
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choice)  to  carr}'  into  execution  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  t!ie  regulations, 
and  that  Resident  should  have  reason  to  be  sati'^fied  therewith  ;  or  other- 
wise he  formally  declared  to  the  Raja  that  the  odium  of  failure  in  the 
measure  and  its  expense  should  fall  upon  him. 

The  Resident  had  ventured  to  put   the  Honorable  Company  on  this 
Tuccavee  advancea   also     occasion  to  a  further  expense  or  rather  outlay  to 
promiBed.  promote  the  present  cultivation  for  the  next  year 

by  advancing  Tuccavee  in  some  of  the  more  desolate  Pergunnahs  and  where 
he  believed  it  most  Avanted.  He  found  the  whole  would  not  exceed  Thirty 
or  Forty  thousand  Rupees  and  probably  not  amount  to  so  much,  and  as  it 
would  be  received  back  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year  1196  with  interest 
at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  as  the  Raja  could  not  himself 
aflford  these  advances  which  were  essential  to  the  due  cultivation  of  1196, 
Resident  trusted  Government  would  not  disapprove  of  the  liberty  he  had 
taken,  as  it  was  evidently  and  in  truth  an  outlay  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Company's  own  estate,  and  for  the  security  of  their  beneficial  interests  in 
this  country. 

The  9th  article  of  the  instructions  to  the  Raja  promised  that  some 
other  mode  should  be  established  for  the  future  payment  of  the  Canoon- 
goes,  and  the  Resident  submitted  that  they  should  in  future,  if  he  could  get 
the  Canoongoes  to  agree  to  it,  be  paid  in  ready  money  from  the  Treasury 
causing  the  Amils  to  pay  the  amount  directly  to  the  Resident  to  be  issued 
by  him  to  the  parties.  Till  his  arrival  at  Benares,  they  were  paid  by  the 
Amils,  who  collected,  to  reimburse  themselves,  certain  articles  of  Abwab 
from  the  Ryots  ;  but  as  this  kept  them  in  a  state  of  entire  dependance  on 
the  Amils  over  whom  they  were  in  fact  intended  as  constitutional  checks, 
the  Resident  got,  in  the  course  of  this  year,  lands  assigned  to  them  in  each 
Pergunnah  equivalent  to  the  total  of  their  former  allowances  arising  from 
Abwab,  leaving  to  the  Amils  to  recoup  themselves  for  the  alienation  thus 
made  from  the  lands  of  their  respective  rental  by  the  articles  of  Abwab  which 
still  continued  to  them  to  realize.  Resident  thought  that  for  next  year  such  a 
settlement  might  be  made  as  would  enable  them  to  pay  their  revenue  and 
also  this  additional  money  charge  (in  lieu  of  the  land  now  alienated) 
without  the  aid  of  the  Abwab  in  question,  which  was  a  new  burthen  on  the 
country,  in  which  he  wishal  to  see  all  the  collections  under  that  denomi- 
nation (that  is  of  Abwab)  completely  done  away  and  abolished.  It  was 
a  great  misfortune  that  when  Mr.  Fowke  restored  the  Canoongoes,  he,  on 
the  principle  of  the  office  being  an  hereditary  one,  admitted  in  general  all 
the  descendants  of  the  ancient  ones  and  granted  Sunnuds  in  their  various 
names,  so  that  there  were  so  many  people  and  such   numerous   families  to 
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be  maintained  from  the  fund  assigned  to  them,  tliat  those  who  were  m 
the  executive  part  of  the  business  had  no  adequate  reward  for  their  labour. 
Resident  had  discouraged  as  much  as  possible  this  idea  of  the  Canoongoe- 
ships  being  hereditary,  or  anything  more  than  a  service,  liable  to  terminate 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  ruler,  and  it  was,  Resident  thought,  very  essential  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  office  that  this  idea  should  be  confirmed  and  even 
that  a  new  regulation  and  appointment  of  Canoon- 
Improvementin  the  status    gggg  should  take  place  all  over  the  country,  for  the 

of  Canoongoes.  °  ^  •' 

sum  at  present  alloted  for  the  general  support  of 
the  establishment  was  inadequate  to  a  provision  for  such  numerous  families, 
many  of  whom  could  not  be  usefully  employed  in  the  duties  thereof  and 
were  rather  in  the  nature  of  pensioners  than  of  officers.  At  the  same  time 
the  retrenching  from  the  establishment  of  so  many  men,  women  and 
children,  who  now  each  derived  some  support  from  it,  would  no  doubt  be 
productive  of  clamour  and  distress.  The  error  lay  as  above  observed  in 
the  first  establishment  or  the  restoration  of  this  body  of  men  in  the  Fuslee 
year  1192  or  1784-5.  If  the  Board  were  pleased  to  authorise  it.  Resident 
would  proceed  to  issue  new  Sunnuds,  so  as  to  render  the  Canoongoe's  es- 
tablishment really  efficient  on  the  footing  of  the  general  outline  pointed 
out,  or  with  such  alterations  as  the  Government  might  prefer  to  adopt. 

By  the  12th  article  of  the  regulations  the  Ameens  were  directed  to 
report  on  the  allowances  to  the  Cazees  and  Civil  Judges,  and  to  the  Chow- 
dries  (a  kind  of  revenue  officers,  somewhat  similar  to  the  Canoongoes), 
thoughout  the  country,  that  some  means  might  be  adopted    for  regulating 

these    establishments   in   time   to   come.       These 
The   position    of    Cazees  •   n         i        /->•  • 

and  Chowdries   also  consi-     officers  were  at  present,  especially   the   Cazeas,  in 

^'^^  '  the  most  forlorn  condition,  having  for  many  years 

past  had  little  more  than  a  nominal  official  authority,  and  many  of  them  had 

no  settled  allowances  whatever.     Resident  would   consider  what  was  best 

to  be  done  in  respect  to  these  establishments  as  soon  as  the  materials  were 

collected  and  his  time  would  admit. 

The  administration  of  Justice  throughout  the  country   excepting  in 

the  four  towns  of  Benares,  Ghazeepore,   Jouupore 
Moolky    Adawhit  insnffi-  ,   ,,. 

cient  for  the  duties  falling     and  Mirzapore,  was  and  has  long  been  in  a  deplo 

**"  ^  rable  condition,  for  the  Raja's  Moolky  Adaulut  was 

hardly  adequate  to  the  general  administration  of  Justice   throughout   the 

country,  were  the  influence  of  the  Raja  and  his  officers    over   it   propitious 

to  that  end  ;  but  this  could  never  be  the  case,  and  whilst  it  remained  in  its 

present  situation,  it  was  of  the  least  possible  use  that  any  Court  could  be. 

The  Resident  having  been  directed  to  report  his  opinion  on  the  circum- 
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stances  and  character  of  the  Nawah  AH  Ibrahim 
wab  Ali  ibrahi'mKhiin, Judge  Khan  as  Judge  of  the  Adawlut  of  the  City  of 
^the^dauiutoftheCityof    genares,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  observe  that, 

as  far  as  regards  himself  and  his  own  mind  and 
acts,  he  was,  Resident  believed,  a  highly  worthy  and  just  Magistrate  and 
Judge.  If  he  had  any  fault  it  was  perhaps  in  a  want  of  sufficient  decision 
and  despatch  and  in  leaving  rather  too  much  to  the  officers  under  him. 
However  both  these  circumstances  were  ascribable  in  a  considerable  degree 
to  others,  and  did  not  entirely  depend  on  him,  for  in  this  country  the  in- 
habitants have  been  so  long  habituated  to  settle  all  causes  by  arbitration 
and  to  terminate  all  disputes  to  what  they  call  the  mutual  satisfaction  of 
both  parties,  that  the  Resident  was  persuaded  their  more  decisive,  and, 
what  they  would  think,  abrupt  mode  of  administering  justice  and  execu- 
ting decisions  so  passed,  merely  upon  the  proofs  exhibited  within  a  certain 
and  fixed  time  perhaps,  by  only  one  of  the  parties,  would  not  suit  the  way 
of  thinking  of  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Benares.  They  would 
no  doubt  become  gradually  fitter  to  assimilate  to  the  British  policy  in  this 
respect,  but  as  the  first  Judge  of  the  first  established  Court  in  this  country. 
Resident  could  not  but  think  that  the  moderation  (even  if  there  be  a  little 
excess  in  it)  of  Ibrahim  Ali  Khan's  conduct  is  happily  adapted  to  the  situa- 
tion he  was  placed  in.  As  to  the  2ad  circumstance  above  noticed,  it  was 
to  be  observed  that  by  the  constitution  of  the  Court,  as  framed  by  Mr 
Hastings,  the  Nawab  was  himself  only  Chief  Magistrate,  having  under  him 
a  Criminal  and  Civil  department,  at  the  head  of  which  there  were  distinct 
Judges,  of  his  appointment  in  fact,  and  whose  acts  he  must  sanction,  and 
who  indeed  tried  all  cases  under  his  inspection  and  with  his  approbation 
in  the  same  house  or  Court  where  he  himself  resided,  which  degree  of  dis- 
tinction or  delegation  of  authority  might  probably  have  given  rise  and  af- 
forded some  cause  to  the  idea  of  his  leaving  too  much  to  his  officers,  who 
were  certainly  not  so  trustworthy  as  himself.  As  far  therefore  as  this 
might  be,  and  it  must  be  in  some  degree,  a  vice,  it  arose  out  of  the  nature  of 
the  constitution  of  his  Court,  but  on  the  whole  Resident  did  not  think  it  pro- 
bable that  a  better  or  perhaps,  in  all  respects,  so  good  a  native  Magistrate 
could  be  provided  in  his  stead,  and  on  the  footing  his  Adawlut  now  stood 
subject  to  an  appeal.  Resident  trusted  the  imputable  defects,  above  inti- 
mated, would  be  obviated,  because  the  idea  of  an  appeal  would  make  the 
Magistrate  pay  strict  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  tbe  Courts  under  him. 

The  most  material  defect  in  the  general  administration  of  justice 

in  this  country  was   in  respect  to  revenue  causes. 

No  proper  Courte  for  difl-     foj.  y^^^^]^  ^^^^^^  ^^s  properly  no  Court,  the  Raja's 

poaal    of  Keveuue  cases.  r     r      j  j 

Moolky  Adawlut   being  principally  for  causes  of 
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private  property,  excepting  that  in  some  instances  he  did  refer  the  causes  of 
a  revenue  nature  to  it,  wlien  the  decision  must  of  course  be  according  to  his 
officer's  good  will,  but  it  was  wholly  inadequate  to  such  a  task  as  the  hear- 
ing and  deciding  on  revenue  cases.  The  Officers  or  Judges  were  Mussul- 
mans unacquainted  with  matters  of  revenue  and  whose  habits  and  studies 
bore  no  affinity  to  such  disquisitions.  The  Ryots  had  therefore  no  regular 
jurisdiction  to  apply  to  and  when  they  did  complain  it  was  (as  the  Resident 
had  had  abundant  experience  of  in  the  course  of  this  year)  with  the  great- 
est difficulty  that  they  obtained,  after  numerous  delays,  references,  and  half 
enquiries,  some  kind  of  qualified  relief  by  an  order  to  the  Amils  against 
whom  they  had  complained  ;  which  order  in  their  favor  was  after  all  hanlly 
even  more  than  half  carried  into  execution  and  the  whole  was  in  fact  nuga- 
tory and  formed  a  complete  state  of  uncertainty  and  confusion. 

To  remedy  these  evils  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  regard  to 
the  collection  of  the  revenue  and  the  Raja's  Moolky  Adawlut,  Resident 
submitted  the  following  heads  of  regulations  to  the  consideration  of  Govern- 
ment. 

1st.     That  there  be  instituted  from  the  beginning  of  the  settlement 

of  the  year  1196,  a  Court  of  Revenue  jurisdiction, 
^^Prcposak  to  remedy  these     ^^^^^^  g^jg  j^^y  j^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  0^  ^^^ 

disputes  that  arise  in  the  course  of  the  year  between 
the  Ryots,  Zemindars  and  Amils,  or  collectors,  and  to  pass  their  decisions 
thereon  according  to  justice,  adopting  for  its  guidance  the  principles  of  the 
Regulation  in  the  Perwannah  to  the  Raja  ;  that  this  Court  be  composed  of  two 
native  Judges,  one  on  the  part  of  the  Resident,  the  other  on  that  of  the 
Raja  ;  and  that,  to  give  weight  to  their  decisions,  they  shall  sit  in  the  Re- 
sideat's  office  and  their  proceedings  and  decisions  shall  be  under  his  control, 
and  all  their  orders  issued  under  his  official  seal  and  signature  for  one 
year  at  least,  after  which  it  may  be  considered,  if  thought  necessary,  how 
far  they  may  be  left  to  the  Raja ;  but  for  1196  it  was  essential  that  this 
Court  should  be  held  under  the  Resident's  immediate  iuspection,  were  it  only 
for  the  full  and  due  establishment  of  the  new  Pottah  Regulations.  The 
institution  of  this  new  Court  would  no  doubt  hurt  the  Raja,  whose  dignity 
and  even  prejudices,  Resident  was  in  all  cases  as  willing  to  support  and  con- 
sult as  he  could  himself  desire  where  Resident  thought  them  at  all  compati- 
ble with  the  national  honor  and  interest,  but  thus  far  he  was  free  to  own 
that  he  deemed  them  very  irreconcilable. 

2nd.  That  the  name,  establishment  and  officers  of  the  Raja's  Mool- 
ky Adaulut  be  continued,  but  liable  to  the  inspection  of  and  to  appeal 
from  its  proceedings  to  the  Resident  in  like  manner  as  the  other  Courts  now 
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are  throughout  the  Zemindaree.  Resident  owned  tliat  his  first  intention  was 
to  have  proposed  the  entire  abolition  of  this  Court  and  to  have  suggested 
the  partition  of  its  duties  among  the  four  Company's  Courts  of  Benares,  Gha- 
zeepore,  Jounpore  and  Mirzapore  which  are  very  well  situated  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  justice  throughout  each  of  the  four  Sirkars  of  Benares,  Ghazeepore, 
Jounpore  and  Chunar,  at  the  capital  of  each  of  which  they  are  respectively 
placed,  and  with  a  very  small  addition  to  the  estabU&hments  of  the  three 
last  mentioned  Courts  they  would  be  adequate  to  all  the  additional  duty- 
Resident  had  however  been  deterred  from  stating  this  arrangement  as  a 
measure  to  be  adopted,  at  least  immediately,  from  his  belief  that  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Moolky  Adawlut  would  greatly  irritate  the  Raja  who  would  per- 
haps be  sufficiently  indisposed  by  the  establishment  Resident  had  above 
proposed  of  a  Court  under  him  for  trying  matters  of  revenue.  It  might 
therefore  be  most  expedient  to  let  the  Moolky  Adawlut  remain  under  the 
regulation  above  proposed  for  at  least  another  year,  by  Avhich  time  the 
Raja,  finding  himself  divested  of  any  influence  over  it,  might  from  a  wish  to 
be  relieved  from  the  expense  of  the  establishment,  easily  consent,  if  on  far- 
ther experience  the  measure  be  still  deemed  necessary,  to  its  entire  abolition » 

3rd.  That  the  settlement  of  1196  be  made  under  the  inspection  and 
approbation  of  the  Resident,  on  the  footing  of  the  preceding  regulations 
and  with  such  further  circumstances  of  improvement  as  may  occur  to  him  ; 
but  as  the  system  of  the  new  Pottahs  and  the  real  ascertainment  of  the 
Jumma  thence  arising  cannot  be  fully  understood  and  ascertained  till  the 
year  1196  be  considerably  advanced,  that  the  engagements  with  the  Amils 
be  only  for  that  year,  after  which  Resident  would  certainly  recommend  that 
the  same  be  confirmed  to  such  of  them  as  behave  well  throughout  the  ensu- 
ing year,  either  for  a  long  term  of  years  or  for  life,  or  with  a  clause  that  du- 
ring their  good  behaviour  they  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  removed.  Mean- 
while, if  Resident  can  get  the  Raja  to  agree  to  it,  he  might  probably  in  the 
ensuing  settlement  for  1196  find  it  advantageous  to  grant  some  leases  for 
particular  districts,  where  the  Jumma  is  ascertained,  upon  periods  for  a 
longer  term  than  one  year,  which  would  be  but  the  beginning  of  a  system 
that  the  Resident  concluded  must  sooner  or  later  be  general  throughout 
the  Company's  Dominions. 

Before  closing  his  address  the  Resident  thought  it  proper  to  ob- 
serve that  however  desirous  he  had  been  of  discontinuing  the  use  of  Sepoys 
in  the  collections,  he  had  found  it  during  the  course  of  this  year  impracti- 
cable, though  he  believed  so  many  have  not  been  employed  as  in  for- 
mer years.  The  Zemindars  and  Ryots  of  this  country  had  all  a  military 
spirit^  and  some  of  thorn,  especially  on  the  borders,  mix  with  it  a  degree 
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of  wilJiiess  and  local  notions  of  what  they  call 
Sepoy  required  to  coerce 
refractory  ZiunindErs ;  with     Hoovmut,  01'  honor,  that  makcs  them  prone  to  re- 
instauces.  ^^^^  ^^^  native  Collectors  on  very  slight  occasions, 

which  they  can  the  more  effectually  do  by  their  distinct  castes,  living  many 
■of  them  together  in  one  or  more  adjoining  villages,  so  that  being  thus  united 
they  of  course  adopt  each  other's  quarrels  and  can  thus  easily  set  the  Arail's 
peons  at  defiance.  Besides  this,  as  it  has  been  the  constant  practice  in  this 
and  the  neighbouring  country  of  the  Nawab  Vizier  to  carry  on  the  collec- 
tions by  military  aid,  the  habit  was  so  rooted  that  if  the  Amils  had  not  a 
party  of  Sepoys  resident  with  them,  the  Zemindars  and  Ryots  were  inclined 
to  contemn  their  authority  as  thinking  that  they  had  not  the  support  of 
the  Residency.  In  the  so  much  praised  administration  of  Bulwimt  Sing 
he  was  nevertheless  obliged  to  make  frequent  or,  Resident  might  rather 
say,  constant  use  of  both  Horse  or  Foot  to  overawe  his  turbulent  subjects 
and  to  realize  his  collections,  frequently  going  himself  for  that  purpose  at 
their  head  and  making  constant  circuits  through  his  territories.  The 
happy  influence  of  the  British  Government  had  already  operated  a  great 
change  in  this  respect.  In  many  instances  Resident  had  found  a  common 
summons,  carried  by  a  single  peon,  sufficient,  but  in  others  this  had  not 
been  adequate,  more  particularly  in  the  case  of  a  refractory  Zemindar 
in  the  district  lately  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Neave,  who,  hav- 
ing had  some  difference  with  Kulb  Ali  Beg,  had  recourse  to  open  resist- 
ance in  consequence,  which  was  one  of  the  causes  of  Mr.  Neave's  deputa- 
tion, and  it  had  hitherto  been  found  impossible,  either  to  apprehend  him  or 
to  induce  him  to  surrender  himself  on  general  promise  of  justice  being 
fairly  administered  to  him,  for  such  was  his  pride  and  prejudice  that  al- 
though Resident  himself  sent  a  person  to  converse  with  and  bring  him  to 
reason,  with  every  promise  of  kind  treatment,  if  he  would  come  in,  that 
the  situation  of  his  case  could  admit  of ;  and  although  he  confessed  in  that 
conference  that  he  had  been  in  fault  to  have  recourse  to  violence  before 
he  ever  once  gave  notice  of  his  grievances,  real  or  pretended,  yet,  upon  no 
other  plea  than  that  his  brethren  would  think  meanly  of  him  if  he  sub- 
mitted at  discretion,  he  insisted  on  a  safe  conduct,  upon  condition  that  if 
he  should  not  approve  the  terms  here  offered  to  him  he  must  be  allowed  to 
return  ;  and  howsoever  strange  this  might  appear.  Resident  found  it  was  a 
mode  not  unknown  to  the  native  government  of  this  part  of  the  country. 
It  was,  however,  what,  after  all  the  condescension  he  had  shown  to  this 
man  in  sending  a  messenger  to  invite  him  to  come.  Resident  thought  it  impro- 
per to  submit  to  under  the  British  administration.  This  Zemindar,  whose 
name  was  Sheo  Dyal  and  who  belonged  to  the  Pergunnah  of  Mongra,  was 
charged  with  having  committed  during  the  course  of  his  late  mad  attacks 
upon  different  parts  of  the  Pergunnah,  both  murder  and  several  other  acts 
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of  violence,  being  from  the  frontier  situation  of  the  Pergnnnah  protected 
in  the  adjoiuing  districts  belonging  to  the  Nawab  Vizier,  whence  he  occa- 
sionally issued  with  an  armed  force  or  banditti,  and  plundered  and  burn- 
ed what  came  in  his  way.  Mr.  Neave,  when  on  the  spot  employed  every 
approvable  means  of  force  and  art  to  seize  his  person,  but  in  vain,  as  the 
Resident  was  averse,  though  at  last  obliged,  to  authorize  the  Sepoys  to 
carry  their  attempts  to  such  length  as  to  risk  the  loss  of  lives  on  either 
side.  Before  Mr.  Neave  returned  he  wrote  that  Sheo  Dyal  was  at  last  de- 
serted by  his  followers,  so  that,  hoping  his  distress  would  induce  him  to  sur- 
render, the  Resident  lately  recalled  the  Sepoys  from  Mongra,  in  common 
with  all  those  stationed  throughout  the  Zemindaree,  since  which,  thia 
mad  man  having  renewed  his  depredations,  the  Resident  had  been  obliged 
to  send  a  company  back  into  the  Pergunnah  and  must  now  take  effectual 
measures  to  seize  his  person  at  all  risks. 

In  the  course  of  this  year  two  attempts  had  been  made  by  parties 
of  Zemindars  and  Ryots  to  resist  the  Sepoys,  by  open  violence,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  duty,  and  as  the  Resident  considered  the  conduct  of  the 
Sepoys  to  be  in  both  instances  praiseworthy,  for  their  moderation  and  for- 
bearance, as  long  as  the  safety  of  their  own  lives  would  admit  thereof,  he 
had  determined,  as  an  example,  to  have  those  who  resisted  them  in  the 
first  of  the  two  instances  regularly  tried  in  the  Adawlut  of  Benares,  where 
they  were  convicted  and  sentenced  to  a  slight  punishment,  which  the  Resi- 
dent remitted  and  dismissed  them,  hoping  that  this  example  would  alone 
produce  the  best  effects.  The  other  party,  similarly  offending,  could  not  be 
prosecuted  for  want  of  witnesses,  but  as  they  themselves  acknowledged  their 
resistance,  they  were  kept  for  some  time  in  confinement,  and  then  enlarged 
under  an  engagement  to  behave  better  in  time  to  come. 

The  Resident  had  therefore  no  real  cause  to  regret  the  consequences 
of  either  of  these  two  instances,  for  though  the  Sepoys  acted  in  both  with- 
out his  knowledge  or  direct  authority,  yet  as  they  were  driven  to  fire  in 
their  own  defence  after  being  attacked  sword  in  hand,  the  consequences  were 
fully  justifiable  and  even  indispensible.  The  Resident  was  in  much  greater 
doubt  about  that  of  a  party  of  Sepoys  who,  on  the  complaint  and  at  the 
instance  and  recommendation  of  the  Magistrate  of  Shahabad,  were  sent 
some  time  ago  into  the  Pergunnahs  of  Khereed  and  Buleeah  to  seize  the 
thieves  there  with  which  those  Pergunnahs  were  particularly  infested,  in 
course  of  which  they  fired  upon  and  killed  a  supposed  thief  whom  they 
were  in  the  act  of  apprehending,  without  (as  appeared  to  him)  any  neces- 
sity or  expediency,  as  he  did  not  resist,  but  only  attempted  to  escape  ;  and, 
as  in  aU  cases  the  Resident  had  inculcated  it  as  a  general  rule  to  every 
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party  of  Sepoys  sent  out,  that  self-defence  alone  was  to  authorize  their 
making  use  of  their  Arms,  he  had  written  on  the  subject  of  this  unfortu- 
nate affair  to  the  commanding  officer,  that  the  Sepoy  who  thus  fired  might 
be  brought  to  a  trial  and  acquitted  or  condemned  as  Military  law  and  jus- 
tice might  direct. 

Whilst  the  Resident  was  on  the  subject,  he  would  here  add  that 
towards  the  Nawab  Vizier's  frontier  of  Azimghur,  and  particularly  in  the 
districts  between  that  and  Jounpore  where  Mr.  Neave  lately  was  employed, 
be  found  the  greatest  difficulty  in  realizing  the  collections  from  the  Zemin- 
dars who,  in  those  parts  more  especially,  were  all  still  possessed  of  numer- 
ous mud  forts,  to  which  they  retired  and  bade  defiance  to  all  civil  authority. 
This  was  an  evil  which  ought  not  to  exist  under  the  British  Government, 
but  perhaps  it  could  be  only  gradually  corrected.  It  was  so  far  fortunate  that 
these  mud  forts  in  three  fourths  of  the  country  were  demolished  by 
Bulwunt  Sing,  so  that  in  all  his  circuit  which  extended  through  that  por- 
tion of  the  entire  Zemindaree,  the  Resident  found  hardly  a  fort  in  the  pos- 
session of  any  Zemindar,  but  many  evacuated  and  in  a  state  of  rapid  det 
cay.  Those  that  still  remained  were  therefore  mostly  towards  the  Vizier's 
frontier  beyond  Jounpore,  and  it  would  be  well  were  they  all  levelled. 
The  two  principal  Jagheerdars  of  the  Company,  Beneram  Pundit  and 
and  Baboo  Ousan  Sing  have  indeed,  within  these  few  years,  each  of  them 
erected  a  kind  of  fort  or  stronghold  in  their  respective  Jagheers,  which  ad- 
join each  other,  a  circumstance  that  had  very  recently  occasioned  an  open 
and  hostile  contention  between  their  respective  Ryots  about  a  boundary 
dispute  in  which  some  lives  bad  been  lost,  and  the  Resident  found  his  in- 
terference necessary  to  prevent  more  blood  being  shed  as  the  principals 
were  exceedingly  exasperated  on  both  sides.  These  kind  of  sudden  con- 
flicts about  boundaries  and  disputed  ground  were  very  frequent  in  this 
country.  The  smallest  imputable  oflfence  would  occasion  them,  and,  to  his  own 
knowledge,  nothing  more  than  a  cow's  breaking  into  a  sugar-cane  plantation, 
or  the  like,  had  been  sufficient  to  arm  half  a  village  against  another,  and  to 
occasion  their  proceeding  on  the  spot  to  open  hostilities,  which  not  unfre- 
quently  ended  with  loss  of  lives,  and  always  with  the  effusion  of  blood. 
Nor  were  such  onsets  thought  much  of  in  this  country ;  their  frequency 
and  assimilation  to  the  habits  of  the  people  making  them  be  viewed  in  a 
considerable  degree  as  matters  of  course.  The  Resident  had,  however, 
endeavoured,  and  should  of  course  continue  to  endeavour,  to  check  this  ex- 
travagance, which  had  no  doubt  been  fostered  by  the  total  want  of  a  regular 
administration  of  justice  or  any  reliance  on  the  equity  of  their  rulers,  joined 
to  the  very  great  rashness  of  their  own  dispositions,  which  time  alone  can 
alter. 
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Havinsf  now  inserted  in  this  address  the  most  material  heads  of  in- 
formation  that  appeared  to  him  requisite  for  Government  to  be  furnished 
with,  both  for  the  present  and  future  administration  of  Benares,  he  submit- 
ted the  whole  to  the  Governor  General's  Judgment. 

In  reply  to  this  it  was  intimated  that  the  Board  had  perused  with 
From  Governor   General    great  attention  the  Resident's  address  and,  having 

in  Council  to  Resident  dated  /.  ,  ,  i  •  , 

3rd  October  1788.  referred  to  the  several  papers  and  accounts  which 

accompanied  it,  they  now  issued  their  instructions  upon  the  whole. 

Considering  the  agreement  between  the  Company  and  the  Raja  of 
Government  review  of  tbe  ^enares  to  be  conclusive  as  to  the  amount  which 
above  with  orderB  thereon.  Government  was  authorized  to  demand  from  him, 
the  Board's  attention  hadbeen  directed  to  Resident's  statements  of  the  Re- 
venue of  this  Province,  principally  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whetl>er  they 
afforded  sufficient  funds  to  enable  the  Raja  to  make  good  the  amount  of  his 
engagements.  For  although  he  was  bound  by  them  to  the  payment  of  a 
specific  sum,  the  Board  were  fully  convinced  that  it  would  bo  equally  un- 
just and  impolitic  to  exact  with  rigour  what  he  could  not  discharge  without 
personal  distress,  or  injury  to  the  country.  His  attachment  to  Government 
could  only  be  sincere  whilst  he  \vas  treated  with  moderation,  and  the  pro- 
vince could  only  derive  benefit  from  the  English  administration  whilst  tlve 
inhabitants  of  it  were  secured  from  arbitrary  and  excessive  imposition. 

As  a  basis  for  this  consideration  the  Board  would  adopt  the  account 
exhibiting  the  gross  Mofussil  Rental  Collections  and  Balances  of  that  part 
of  the  Revenue  Funds  of  Benares,  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  public 
rental  to  Government,  which,  Resident  had  justly  observed,  contained  the 
foundation  of  Government's  revenue  dependance  from  Benares  ;  and  compar- 
ing it  with  the  abstract  of  the  accounts,  would  endeavour  to  dednc€  from 
them  the  just  conclusion. 

The  clearness  and  accuracy  with  which  these  statements  were  drawn 
rendered  it  necessary  only  to  state  the  result,  viz.  that  the  ways  and  means 
for  discharging  the  sum  of  Rupees  38,42,689-14-6  payable  by  the  Raja  to 
the  Company  amounted  for  the  year  1195,  ending  in  September  1788,  to 
Rupees  40,11076-11.  The  difference  in  favor  of  the  Raja  by  this  state- 
ment was  1,68,386-12-6.  Some  little  variation,  though  of  no  consequence  to 
the  present  discussion,  would  take  place  by  assuming  the  actual  amount  of  his 
engagements  to  the  Company  instead  of  the  average  of  the  payments  for 
five  years. 

This  result  being  formed  upon  the  actual  receipts,  and  providing  for 
all  charges  of  collections  as  well  as  for  the  losses  sustained  by  the  abolitioo 
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of  the  duties,  the  only  deduction  to  which  it  was  further  liable  arose  from 
a  failure  in  the  Mofussil  payments  of  revenue  beyond  the  average  rate  of 
the  annual  balances,  which  formed  no  part  of  the  present  computation. 
The  Board  had  not  omitted  to  observe  that  this  had  already  once  taken  place 
to  the  amount  of  1,88,256-13-3,  but  the  result  was  drawn  exclusive  of  this 
deficiency. 

The  amount  of  the  Raja's  Jagheers  was  3,12,358,  including  the  profits 
upon  them.  This  sum,  added  to  the  surplus  above  stated,  left  to  the  Raja 
an  income  for  his  personal  and  family  expenses  of  4,80,744-12-6,  supposing 
the  produce  of  his  Jagheer  to  be  given  clear  of  all  charges.  In  order  how- 
ever to  ascertain  the  amount  as  accurately  as  possible,  the  Resident  was  re- 
quested to  transmit  a  statement  formed  upon  the  same  principle  and  exhi- 
biting only  the  actual  payments  of  the  Raja,  instead  of  the  average  amount. 

In  the  account  stated  as  the  foundation  of  the  settlement  with  the 
Raja,  the  Board  observed  that  a  provision  was  made  for  him  and  his  de- 
pendants in  Jagheers  and  salary  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  9,02,741-15.  This  far 
exceeded  the  sum  which  could  now  be  appropriated  to  the  same  purpose  as 
above  stated.  Possibly  however  some  part  of  the  dependants  meant  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  above  allowance  of  9,02,741-15  might  be  paid  from  the 
Sudder  charges  of  collections.   At  all  events  the  inequality  was  considerable. 

Of  the  nature  of  the  Raja's  expenses,  the  Board  could  not  judge. 
His  station  not  only  required  an  ample  supply  for  conveniences,  but  also 
for  his  dignity,  and  something  should  be  left,  after  these  were  provided,  for 
the  accumulation  of  a  fund  for  such  exigencies  as  he  must  be  liable  to.  The 
Board  desired  to  have  the  Resident's  opinion,  formed  upon  the  best  estimate 
he  could  make,  of  the  Raja's  actual  expenses,  without  calling  upon  him  for 
the  particulars,  whether  the  fund  of  4,80,744-12-6,  according  to  the  calcula- 
tion here  stated,  afforded  a  sufficient  supply  for  his  convenience  and  dignity, 
and  what  surplus  would  remain  for  accumulation.  The  Board  also  wished  to 
know  whether  the  style  of  his  expenses  might  in  general  be  deemed  extra- 
vagant or  less  than  what  is  suitable  to  his  rank  and  situation. 

With  respect  to  the  settlement  of  the  year  1196,  the  amount. of  it 
being  42,85,360,  clear  of  all  charges  of  collections  and  allowing  for  the  re- 
ductions, was  certainly  sufficient  fund  for  providing  the  Government  revenue, 
admitting  even  the  average  deficiency  in  the  collections  of  the  three  pro- 
ceeding years,  estimated  at  2,20,000  Rs.  to  take  place.  How  far  the  truth 
might  exceed  or  fall  short  of  this  estimate,  the  Board  would  be  the  better  en- 
abled to  judge,  when  they  received  an  account  of  the  collections  of  the  year 
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and  would  then  decide  upon  the  propriety  of  affording  the  Raja  relief.  In 
the  meantime  the  Board  did  not  wish  that  he  should  be  urged  to  the  pay- 
ment of  any  sums  for  the  discharge  of  which  he  must  deduct  from  the  amount 
of  the  fund  for  his  own  personal  expenses. 

It  did  not  appear  from  what  available  resources  the  Raja  could  dis- 
charge the  balances  of  1191-92  and  1193  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
3,14,655-2.  The  demand  for  those  should  be  suspended  and  the  Board  trust- 
ed that  the  Court  of  Directors  would,  upon  consideration,  be  ultimately  in- 
duced to  relinquish  them. 

In  the  estimate  of  the  Rajah's  expenses^  the  charges  of  the  three 
newly  established  Courts  of  Justice  had  not  been  taken  into  consideration, 
as  it  had  been  determined  by  the  Board  that,  until  the  end  of  1196,  they 
shall  be  carried  to  the  Company's  debit.  After  that  period,  or  when  the 
resources  of  the  Raja  were  improved  by  the  operation  of  the  intended  regu- 
lations, the  Board  would  consider  the  propriety  of  charging  him  with  establish- 
ments formed  for  the  advantage  of  his  Zemindaree  and  administration. 
The  Board  hoped  therefore  that  taking  those  charges  upon  Government 
would  be  esteemed  by  the  Raja  as  proof  of  their  moderation. 

Adverting  to  the  other  parts  of  the  Resident's  address  explanatory  of 
the  measures  which  he  had  already  adopted  for  the  regulation  of  the  country 
at  large,  and  those  proposed  for  the  future ;  the  Board  observed  that  it  was 
certainly  a  great  disappointment  to  them  to  find  the  Raja  so  incapable  of 
comprehending  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  a  total  reform  and  of  carrying 
it  into  execution.  The  object  was  however  of  too  great  importance  to  be 
sacrificed  to  considerations  of  delicacy,  and  it  was  a  real  satisfaction  to  them 
that  under  such  circumstances  of  embarrassment  they  could'avail  them- 
selves of  the  Resident's  zeal,  abilities  and  temper  for  the  promotion  of  it. 
If  the  security  of  the  inhabitants  and  prosperity  of  the  province  could  be 
made  to  depend  upon  the  operation  of  permanent  regulations,  the  Raja 
himself  would  benefit  by  the  effect,  and  be  convinced  perhaps  of  the  pro- 
priety of  continuing  the  system.  The  Board  did  not  therefore  hesitate  up- 
on making  the  experiment,  being  convinced  that,  if  it  should  be  practicable, 
the  Resident's  exertions  would  ensure  its  success.  The  disorders  which 
now  prevailed  were  too  many  and  too  serious  to  be  disregarded.  If  the 
continuance  of  them  was  permitted,  the  consequences  must  be  highly  pre- 
judical  to  the  Company's  interests  in  Benares,  and  the  Raja  would  be  him- 
self involved  in  that  distress  which  it  was  wished  to  anticipate  and 
guard  against. 
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The  Resident  was  therefore  authorized  to  take  upon  himself  the  en- 
tire conduct  and  formation  of  the  new  settlement  of  1196,  availing  him- 
self of  the  Raja's  interposition  no  further  than  he  might  think  proper. 
The  Board  did  not  mean  bj  this  to  renounce  the  original  principle  of 
the  instructions  communicated  to  him  for  the  restoration  of  the  Raja  to  the 
fullest  possible  exercise  of  the  functions  of  his  station.  On  the  contrary 
the  Board  considered  it  as  a  leading  principle  in  Government's  political 
connections  with  the  Raja,  which  they  should  ever  be  happy  to  revert  to, 
when  he  was  capable  of  acting  himself.  But  they  so  far  agreed  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  it  in  the  arrangements  for  1 1 96,  which  were  to  become  the 
basis  of  a  permanent  and  regular  system,  as  to  leave  the  adoption  of  it 
to  the  Resident's  discretion.  As  far  as  the  Raja  could  be  usefully  employed, 
either  for  the  execution  of  this  system  or  for  his  own  instruction,  or  with  a 
view  to  the  preservation  of  his  consequence,  the  Board  did  not  wish  him 
to  be  excluded  from  a  share  in  the  executive  management,  but  it  was  left  to 
the  Resident  to  form  his  own  judgment  upon  these  points  and  to  carry  in- 
to eifect  his  arrangements  with  or  without  the  Raja's  interference,  as  might 
be  thought  most  proper  aud  conducive  to  the  proposed  object, — that  of  the 
public  good. 

The  instructions,  communicated  to  the  Raja  by  the  Resident  under 
date  the  25th  June  last,  had  the  entire  approbation  of  the  Board,  not  only 
as  relating  to  the  past,  but  as  a  foundation  for  a  future  system  of  regularity. 
This  approval  extended  also  to  the  principle  and  form  of  the  Pottah  which 
was  directed  to  be  issued,  as  it  appeared  essentially  requisite  for  the  success  of 
the  revenues  and  the  security  of  those  who  discharged  them.  The  Board  were 
well  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  carrying  into  execution  Regulations  of  this 
nature,  but  they  could  never  despair  of  success,  whilst  this  task  rested  with 
the  Resident.  The  reasons  assigned  by  him  for  engaging  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  answerable  for  the  expenses  of  the  Ameens  employed  were 
founded  on  propriety,  and  they  could  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  authorize 
him  to  carry  those  expenses  to  the  public  accounts.  This  circumstance  they 
trusted  would  have  some  weight  in  convincing  the  Raja  that  Government 
was  more  anxious  for  the  prosperity  of  his  country  than  solicitious  in  pro- 
viding for  the  charges  incurred  in  promoting  this  object  by  means  which 
would  have  retarded  or  defeated  the  end.  On  the  same  principle  the 
Board  approved  the  advance  of  Tuccavee  made  by  the  Resident 

The  idea  of  considering  the  Canoongoe  office  as  hereditary,  notwith- 
standing it  might  have  originated  in  the  Imperial  grants,  decided  at  once 
that  these  people  were  to  be  pensioners  to  the  state  rather  than  its  servants, 
and  if  the  principle  were  once  confirmed  by  authority,  little  benefit  would 
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ever  ensue  from  the  office  or  from  the  services  of  those  persons  employed 
in  it.  The  Board  approved  therefore  the  Resident's  rejection  of  the  idea, 
as  well  as  his  intention  to  reform  and  re-establish  the  Canoongoes  by  issu- 
ing new  Sunnuds  to  them.  In  the  selection  of  the  persons  to  be  employed, 
the  Resident  would  admit  the  plea  of  inheritance  so  far  only  as  to  give  ad- 
mission and  even  a  preference  to  such  as  were  duly  qualified  to  perform 
the  functions  of  the  office,  and  it  was  believed  that  the  ancient  Govern- 
ment never  admitted  this  principle  further  than  that  continuance  in  office 
must  depend  upon  their  good  behaviour  and  due  discharge  of  their  allot- 
ted duties.  The  least  objectionable  mode  of  paying  them  was  that  pro- 
posed by  the  Resident  of  issuing  their  salaries  immediately  from  himself. 
Hereafter  their  pay  might  in  the  same  manner  be  defrayed  by  the  Raja, 
but  this  was  open  to  future  consideration,  and  at  all  events  they  ought  to 
be  released  from  any  dependance  upon  the  Amils  over  whom  they  stood 
as  the  natural  and  constitutional  checks. 

The  administration  of  justice  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  re- 
venues and  the  Raja's  Moolky  Adaulut  was  a  matter  of  great  importance 
and  appeared  to  be  essentially  necessary  for  the  full  establishment  of  all 
the  other  parts  of  the  proposed  reform.  The  Board  approved  the  institu- 
tion of  a  Court  of  revenue  jurisdiction  under  Regulations  which  the  Resi- 
dent had  proposed. 

The  refractory  spirit  of  the  Zemindars  in  some  parts  of  Benares 
was  an  evil  which  would  in  time  yield  to  the  prudence  and  firmness  which 
the  Resident  had  adopted  for  the  suppression  of  it.  The  trial  of  delioquents, 
opposing  the  authority  of  Government,  in  the  Foujdaree  Courts,  from  its 
regularity  and  formality,  would  contribute  more  to  check  this  evil  than 
the  summary  and  arbitrary  infliction  of  punishment  practised  heretofore 
by  the  Zemindars  and  Amils  of  Beoares.  This  mode  should  therefore  be 
resorted  to  on  all  occasions,  and  whenever  a  proprietor  of  a  mud  or  other 
fort  was  convicted  of  resistance  or  rebellion,  it  should  be  made  a  rule  to 
destroy  it,  for  which  purpose  the  assistance  of  the  Troops  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  given  as  often  as  it  might  be  necessary. 

With  respect  to  the  superior  Zemindars  or  Jagheerdars,  particular- 
ly Ousan  Sing  and  Beneeram  Pundit,  the  Board  desired  to  make  them  ac- 
quainted that  any  attempt  to  resort  to  arms  for  terminating  their  own  dis- 
putes would  be  considered  as  a  breach  of  the  public  peace,  punishable  by 
the  confiscation  of  their  Jagheers,  which  they  held  by  the  indulgence  of  this 
Government. 

The  Board  were  sensible  that  the  measures  which  had  now  been 
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authorized  could  not  be  agreeable  to  the  Raja,  although  his  real  interests 
were  consulted  in  thera.  If  in  the  formation  of  the  new  settlement,  in 
consequence  of  the  abolition  of  the  taxes,  or  with  a  view  to  the  future 
improvement  of  the  country,  it  should  be  necessary  to  allow  remissions 
in  the  present  rate  of  assessment,  the  Resident  was  authorized  to  grant 
them,  and  in  this  case  the  Board  would  be  ready  to  make  such  allowances 
to  the  Raja  for  the  diminution  of  his  resources  as  might  be  just  and  fair. 
This  assurance  the  Resident  might  make  to  him  if  the  necessity  which  the 
Board  had  suggested  should  afford  him  any  room  for  the  plea.  They  had 
no  objection  to  entering  into  any  leases  for  a  term  of  years  with  the  Raja's 
consent,  whenever  the  revenues  were  sufficiently  ascertained  ;  in  any  other 
circumstances,  the  period  should,  they  thought,  be  limited  to  the  end  of 
1196  F.  S. 

In  conclusion  the  Board  expressed  their  greatest  approbation  at  the 
clear  and  satisfactory  account  which  the  Resident  had  afforded  them  of  the 
revenues  and  state  of  Benares,  and  they  applauded  the  zeal  that  suggested 
and  the  assiduity  employed  in  endeavouring  to  restore  the  country  to  order 
and  regularity. 

The   Resident  thought    fit  here   to  record  that,   in  view   to  the 

ensuing  settlement  and  his  address  to  the  Governor 

R^ident's     Proceedings,     General  in  Council  on  the  subject  under  date  the 

dated  7tn  Uctober  l/oo.  ^  ^ 

12th  ultimo,  he  sent  for  the  Raja  and  informed  him 

that  the  system  of  the  new  Pottahs  having  taken  place  at   the   Resident's 

instance,  it  was  now  necessary  to  fix  the  Revenue  of  each  Pergunnah  upon 

the  footing  of  those  Pottahs  according  to  their  actually  ascertained  ability, 

so  as,  on  the  whole,  to  afford  the  means  of  levying 

Resident  sends    for    the  i  i     .     /-^  .  -^      o 

Raja  and  informs  him  that    the  revenue  payable  to  Lrovernment   on  as   equal 

woXr'xJSe^S'eTlis  ^nd  easy  terms  as  possible  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
(Resident's)  direct  orders.  i\^q  Zemindaree  in  general ;  and  that  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  the  Resident  to  see  this  plan  carried  into  full  effect  and  to 
evince  to  the  Raja  that  it  does  and  will  admit  of  his  future  payment  of  the 
present  Jumma  to  Government.  These  considerations,  and  the  degree 
of  responsibility  he  thus  stood  under,  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  see 
the  present  year's  settlement  made  under  his  own  inspection,  as  far  as-  regards 
the  choice  of  the  new  renters,  but  still  that  he  would  not  desire  the  ap- 
pointment of  any  man  who  should  prove  disagreeable  to  the  Raja,  nor  fix 
on. any  renter  without  obtaining  the  Raja's  previous  assent,  and  that  he  would 
also  be  ready  to  receive  the  Raja's  recommendations  in  favor  of  any  appoint- 
ments he  might  wish  to  make,  and  that  all  these  appointments  should  issue,  as 
last  year,  under  the  sole  seal  of  the  Raja,  and  that,  finally,  when  the  new  set- 
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tlement  shall  have  been  made  and  funds  for  the  revenue  ascertained,  the 
Resident  would  have  the  pleasure  of  restoring  the  management  to  the  Raja, 
as  before,  with  the  confidence  that  no  further  material  difficulties  could  be 
experienced. 

The  Raja  in  reply  declared   that  the  plan  above  suggested  was 

what  he  entirely  and   sincerely  approved  of,  and 

*  readily  came  into  and  saw  the  expediency  of,  and 

that  he  would  conform  to  it  with  entire  cordiality. 

The  following  notification  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
ensuing  settlement  for  1196  was  to  be  made  was  then  issued  throughout 
the  countiy  addressed  separately  to  the  Canoongoes  of  each  Pergunnah  and 
the  Amils  of  the  districts  : — 

Whereas  in  view  to  the  happiness  of  the  Zemindars  and  Ryots  a  system 

of  new  Pottahs  had  been   ordered  to   take  place   from   the  beginning  of  1196  on 

the  footing  or  rates  of  the  Fuslee  year  1187,  and  where- 

Notification  in  reference     ^g  for  the  purpose    of  completing  the  settlement   and 
to  aettlement  to  be  made.         ^   •       .,       r.  ^      ^  •  i  •  ^  j 

nxmg  the   Revenue  to  be  paid  m   a  true   and   proper 

manner,  according  to  the  said  Pottahs,  it  is  necessary  that  the  state  of  this  year's 
cultivation  and  the  ability  of  each  Pergunnah  be  ascertained  by  measurement,  so 
as  that  the  Jumma  or  rental  to  be  paid   by  every  Pergunnah  be  fixed  according 
to  the  actual  ability  of  each,   to  the  end   that  hereafter,   exclusive   of  the   fair 
ability  of  the  Country,   the   Ryots   may   not  be  overburdened  ;  and   whereas  to 
attain  this  object  it   will  this  year   become   necessary  that   the   abovementioned 
settlement  and  ascertainment  of  the   Rental   to   be   payable  by  eaoh  Mehal  be 
fixed  after  ascertaining  the  quantity  and  kinds  of  the  crops, — which  enquiry  will 
take  up  a  month  or  two, — and  it  being  necessary  that  during  this  interval,  (which 
is  solely  occasioned  from  a  wish   to   promote   the  general   prosperity  by  fixing  a 
fair  and  proper  settlement),  no  loss  be  suffered   by  the    Honorable  Company,  and 
that  to  this  end  the  "  Kists"  or  instalments  of  "  Kooar"  and  *'  Kartick"  be  re- 
gularly and  punctually  realized  and  received  at  the    Sudder, — You   are  therefore 
to  explain  these  particulars  to  all  the  Zemindars  and  Ryots,  and  you  are  to  cause 
the  Amils  to  collect  in  the  proportion  of  one  and  a   quarter  auna  for  the  mouth 
of  "Kooar"  and  one  and  a  quarter  anna  for   "  Kartick",   on   the  Jumma  for  the 
last  year  (1195,  Fuslee,)   until  the  settlement   be  finally  fixed,  that  the  Amils 
may  pay  their  <'  Kists"  with   punctuality  ;  and   whatever   the  Ryots  pay  in  this 
manner  to  the  Amils  shall  be   credited  to  them   according  to   their  receipts  and 
vouchers  in  the  sura  total  of  their  payments   on  account   of  the  settlement  for 
1196,  which  will   be  fixed  according  to  the  Regulations  for  the  new  Pottahs,  and 
you  are  to  encourage  and  satisfy   the   Ryots   that  those   Regulations  (called  the 
Uookumnamab)  are  permanent  and  will  remain  so. 
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The  two  following  Kistbuudees  for  the  Amils 
Resideut's     ProceedinM,       ••■«-,  t-     i  j 

dated  13th  December  1788.      'or  1 196  Fuslee  were  proposed. 


lit  Kistbundee 

2nd  Kistbundee. 

Kooar,         I      anna, 

Kooar, 

1      anna, 

Kartick,      1         „ 

Kartrick, 

1        » 

Aughun,      \\      „ 

Aughun, 

n       n 

Poos,           li      „ 

Poos, 

n    „ 



5 

annas 

Magh, 

H      „ 

Magh,         2    annas, 

Fagoon, 

n   „ 

Fagoou,      2        „ 

Cheyt, 

2 

Cheyt,        2 

Bysakh, 

n   „ 

Bysakh,      2 

Jeth, 

H     „ 

Jeth,          2 

Assar, 

1     *» 

Assar,         1         „ 

11 

annas. 

Total, 

16 

annas. 

Total, 

16  annas. 

The  Canoongoes  delivering  it  as  their  general  opinion  that  the  2nd 

of  the  above  proposed  Kistbundees  was  the  best 

Instalments  for  Payment    and  would   be  most   easily   collected  on,   it  wsis 

of  Revenue  fixed.  •' 

ordered  to  be  adopted  as  the  general  rule,  with  such 
exceptions  as  might  be  necessary  in  particular  Pergunnahs  ;  provided,  and 
it  being  always  understood,  that  the  whole  rental  of  the  Amils,  and  from 
all  and  each  of  the  districts  was  to  be  paid  up  in  10  months,  that  is,  by 
the  end  of  Assar,  so  as  to  leave  Sawun  and  Bhadon  without  any  Kist. 
Nor  could  this  apparent  anticipation  of  the  Public  revenue  be  any  hardship 
on  the  Amils  or  ryots,  since,  although  for  some  years  past  the  Amil's  Kist- 
bundees have  extended  to  the  end  of  Bhadon  or  throughout  the  twelve  months 
of  the  year,  yet  their  Kistbundees  with  the  Ryots  in  the  Mofussil  never 
exceeded  nine  months,  closing  with  the  end  of  Jeth,  though,  on  pretext  of 
collecting  their  balances,  they  have  of  late  years  been  accustomed  to 
continue  their  collecting  authority  upon  the  ryots  to  the  end  of  the  12th 
month ;  thus  in  fact  maintaining  it  over  the  country  all  the  year  round, 
which  could  not  but  have  proved  a  very  great  impediment  to  each  year, 
and  might  therefore  in  a  considerable  degree  account  for  the  late  decrease  of 
the  cultivation.  In  Assar,  Sawun  and  Bhadon  the  ryots  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  left  at  entire  liberty  to  attend  to  the  ploughing  and  culture  of 
their  lands,  and  to  have  only  that  important  object  to  occupy  them,  without 
being  distracted  by  the  requisitions  of  their  tax  gatherers. 


Having  assigned  these  reasons  for  the  alteration  in  the  Kistbun- 
dees, it  was  next  observed  by  the  Resident  that  as  the  Governor  General 
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in  Council  had  abolished  all  the  aayer  Inland  duties,  (excepting  only  that 

upon  distilleries),  the  Resident  had  therefore  de- 

AU  extra  cesses  merged  in     termined  to  abolish  in  the  present  year's  settle- 
the  said  KeveDue  demand.  ^  -' 

ment  all  the  separate  articles  annexed  of  late  year's 
to  the  general  settlement  of  the  mal  or  land  revenue,  such  as  Nuzzurana, 
whether  Gutcherry  or  Khangee,  and  Burhayee  (that  is  the  Raja's  or  Govern- 
ment's half  thereof),  as  also  the  two  Rusooms  or  fees  called  Dewaree  and 
Waka  Negaree,  and  all  other  fees  or  dues  whatever,  leaving  only  one  gen- 
eral denomination  of  Revenue  called  the  mal,  or  public  land  revenue,  ia 
which  all  the  others,  above  enumerated,  are  to  be  comprehended  and  absorb- 
ed. This  was  ordered  with  a  view  to  simplify  the  public  accounts  as  well  as 
to  forward  the  views  of  Government  in  precluding  and  abolishing,  as  far  as 
may  be,  every  opening  left  for  corrupt  and  irregular  practices  either  on  the 
part  of  the  present  or  of  future  Rajas  and  Residents  of  this  remote  Pro- 
vince. In  short  the  plan  of  the  present  year's  settlement  was  to  assess  oq 
each  pergunnah  under  the  single  head  of  mal,  the  revenue,  which,  by  the 
Canoqngoe's  Doula,  or  reports  of  the  ability  of  each  or  all  the  districts, 
shall  respectively  appear  able  to  afford,  after  deducting  the  usual  deyhek  or 
10  percent,  on  the  gross  produce  for  the  Amil's  charges  of  collection  and 
profits,  and  allowing  for  the  Canoongoes  Nankar,  and  the  half  of  the  old 
Burhayee,  which  the  Amils  will,  (except  such  of  them  as  chose  to  pay 
their  revenue  in  cash),  have  still  to  pay  to  the  bankers,  who  delivered  in  the 
dakhillas  for  their  respective  kists. 

After  these  introductory  observations,  the  general  form  and  provi- 
sions of  the  kubooleeut,  or  Amil's  engagement  for  the  current  year,  was  re- 
corded, from  which  it  would  appear  that  the  regulations  of  the  25th  of  June 
last  (which  had  been  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  Governor  General  in 
Council),  and  the  Pottahs  issued  to  the  Ryots  in  accordance  to  he  same, 
were  declared  to  be  the  basis  of  the  present  year's  settlement  and  collec- 
tions.   , 


Farmer  of  the  Pergunnah  of, 

.in  the  Sircar  of , 


Whereas  I  have  agreed  to  farm  the  Pergunnah  of in 

consideration  or  at  the  Rental  of Rupees as 

the  fixed  Jumma  or  revenue  for  the  whole  year  of  1196  Fuslee,  which  sum  I  have 
freely  and  voluntarily  agreed  to  pay  as  the  full  and  complete  rental  on  all 
accounts  according  to  the  Doul  Bundobust,  or  particxilars  of  the  Revenue  pro- 
duce, delivered  in  liy  the  Cauoongoes,  after  deducting  the  charge  of  the  Pergun- 
nah and  the  Maafy  and  Mujray  and  the  Canoongoe's  JNankar  <fec.,  I  do   therefore 
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now  stipulate  and  give  in  writing,  that  keeping  the  liyots  and  whole  community 
pleased  and  contented  with  my  laudable  management,  I  will,  with  honesty  and 
fidelity,  truly  and  faithfully  collect  the  Revenue  of  Government,  exclusive  of  the 
Muj ray  (articles  of  deduction)  and  the  Kishnarpun  (free  Lands  to  Brahmins), 
and  the  Maafy  and  Mamooly,  (Lands  held  free  under  various   descriptions),   and 

the  Kharjeejummah,  (free  lands  so  called),  according 
^Forin  of  Amil's  engage-     ^^  ^^^  established  form  and  practice  ;  and  that  having 

thus  realized  it,  I  will  pay  it  Kist  by  Kist,  or  by  the 
regular  Instalments  to  the  Sircar  or  Government,  so  as  to  have  paid  up  my  whole 
Revenue  by  the  end  of  Assar ;  and  I  shall  in  no  respect  make  undue  demands 
on  the  Ryots.  And  whereas,  by  order  of  the  Resident,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  year's  cultivation,  Ameens  have  gone  into  every  Pergunnah  and  given 
Pottahs  in  conformity  to  the  Hookumnamah,  or  Regulations  of  the  25th  of  June 
1788.  1  do  agree  to  adhere  and  to  act  according  to  the  said  Hookumnamah  in 
regard  to  the  Pottahs  given  in  conformity  thereto  to  the  Ryots ;  and  I  will,  on 
the  footing  thereof,  collect  the  Revenue  from  them,  up  to  the  end  of  the  Kist  of 
the  month  aforesaid,  and  in  case  of  there  being  such  places  where  the  Ameens  of 
the  Sircar  shall  not  have  given  Pottahs,  or  where  they  may  have  issued  them 
contrary  to  the  provisions  and  terms  laid  down  in  the  Regulations  ;  in  such  in- 
stances, I  shall,  after  advising  Government,  carry  on  the  Collections  according  to 
the  meaning  and  tenor  of  the  Hookumnamah  or  Regulations  aforesaid.  And  as 
the  new  Abwabs,  which  have  been  laid  on  since  the  Fuslee  year  1187,  have  been 
excused  from  the  presence,  I  do  stipulate  not  to  recollect  the  same,  nor  the  half 
Burhay  paid  to  the  bankers  for  the  Dakhillas,  or  payments  of  Revenue  to  the 
Treasury,  as  I  have  obtained  a  deduction  of  the  last  mentioned  article  in  the 
Doul  of  my  settlements.  And  whereas  the  form  of  the  new  Pottah,  as  inserted 
in  the  body  of  the  Regulations  and  which  comprehends  the  substance  of  them, 
is  endorsed  on  this  Cabooleeut,  if  ever  I  deviate  from  the  sense  and  tenor  of  the 
Hookumnamah  or  of  the  Pottah  in  question,  both  which  are  to  the  same  pur- 
port, or,  if,  in  contradiction  thereto,  I  demand  any  Abwab  from  the  Ryots,  or 
make  use,  in  ascertaining  the  extent  of  the  cultivation,  of  any  other  Nal  or  mea- 
suring Rod  than  the  Nal  or  Rod  specified  in  the  said  Pottah,  I  shall  be  criminal 
in  the  sight  of  Government,  and  shall,  without  plea  or  objection,  pay,  in  that 
case,  whatever  fine  Government  may  impose  upon  me.  That  Revenue,  which  by 
the  Pottah  and  Hookumnamah  is  permitted  and  appointed,  I  am  to  collect,  and 
none  other,  and  I  shall  so  exert  myself  that  the  marks  of  cultivation  in  the  said 
Pergunnah  may  appear  greater  than  in  former  times.  I  agree  also  to  maintain 
the  Canoongoe's  registry,  as  appointed  by  the  Huzoor  or  Presence,  to  keep  the 
check  or  comparative  accounts  of  my  own  registry,  both  in  the  Mofussil  and  at 
the  Sudder,  and  in  no  respect  am  I  to  keep  concealed  from  the  Canoongoe's 
Registry  the  smallest  article.  I  am  also*  to  deliver  to  the  Canoongoes  the 
accounts  of  the  particulars  of  the  lands,  village  by  village,  and  specify  the  extent, 
the  cultivation  and  assessment,  and  the  waste  and  woody  and  watery  parts 
thereof  and  the  watercovurses  therein. 
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And  as  from  the  beginning  of  1195  Fuslee  all  the  Sayerjat,  or  Duties, 
and  those  levied  on  Merchants  and  travellers,  have  been  abolished  and  prohibited 
by  order  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  I  do  therefore  give  in  writing  that 
on  the  said  accounts  I  am  not  to  collect  the  least  iota  within  my  bounds,  nor 
admit  of  any  such  being  collected,  and  should  the  same  be  proved,  I  am  to  pay 
a  fine  of  three  times  the  amount. 

I  am  not  to  harbour  or  admit  of  thieves  or  robbers  living  within  my 
boundaries,  and  should  they  any  where  appear,  I  am  to  apprehend  and  deliver 
them  up  to  Government,  and  if,  (which  God  forbid),  the  goods  of  any  one  be 
stolen  or  plundered,  I  am  to  discover  the  thieves  with  the  stolen  or  robbed  goods 
and  deliver  up  the  thieves  or  robbers  for  punishment  to  the  presence.  In  case 
I  shall  be  unable  to  discover  the  thief  or  robber  and  the  goods,  I  shall  consider 
it  as  incumbent  on  me  to  be  answerable  for  the  latter  and  pay  the  amount  there- 
of accordingly  without  objection. 

Should  any  domestic  or  internal  feud  or  disputes  arise  among  the  Zemin- 
dars within  my  boundaries,  or  that  any  one  should  kill  another,  or  that  robbery, 
night  murder,  or  theft  should  happen,  I  shall  send  such  disturber  of  the  peace, 
thief,  robber  or  murderer  (as  the  case  may  be),  to  the  presence  with  a  soo- 
ruthal,  or  state  of  the  circumstances,  under  the  seal  of  the  Cazee  and 
signature  of  the  Canoongoes,  and  give  immediate  notice  of  any  such  event,  that 
the  merits  of  the  case  may  be  tried  in  the  Moolky  Fouzdary  Adawlut,  or  Provin- 
cial Criminal  Court  for  the  Division  of  Benares. 

Form  of  the  Doul  annexed  to  the  Cabooleeut. 

Gross  Produce  of  (for  instance)  the   Pergunnah 

of  Shadeeabad,         Bs.,  79,634     3     6 

Deductions, 

Dehyek  or    10  per  cent,   for   Charges 


Form  of  Estimate. 

and  Profit,      Rs.,  ... 

7,963     7     0 

Nankar  of  the  Canoongoes,      

1,470  11     9 

Maafy  and  Mujray  and  Choot, 

3,691     4     6 

HalfofBurh 

ay,         

Kemains 

607  12     3 

13,633 
66,001 

3 

6 

Gourshahy  Rs., 

0 

0 

KiSTBUNDBE. 

First,  from  Kooar  to  Fagoon,  or  Khureef 

harvest   Month  the 

1st     "  Kooar,"  Rs.,       ... 

4,126    0    0 

Do,, 

2nd     "Kartick," 

4,125     0     0 

Do. 

3rd     "Aughun," 

6,187    8    0 

Do. 

4th     "Poos,"       

6,187    8    0 

Do. 

6th    *'Magh,"     

6,1S7     8    0 

Do. 

6th    "  Fagoon," 

6,187    8    0 

33,000 

0 

0 
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Brought  forward,  33,000    0     0 

Secondly,    from  Chet  to  Assar,   or  the 
Rubbee  harvest, 

Month   the   7th     "Chet,"       Rs.,     ...        8,260     0     0 

Do.         8th     "Bysakh," 10,312     8     0 

Do.        9th     "Jeyt,"       10,312    8    0 

Do.       10th    "Assar,"     4,126    0     0 


33,001     0    0 

Total,      66,001     0    0 

The  Resident,  foreseeing  that  it  might  be  impossible  to  make  up  the 

Company's  40  lacs,  on  account  of  the  heavy  defal- 

Reetdenfs     Proceedings,     cations  of  revenue  that  must  on   the  whole  occur 

dated  28th  December  1788. 

in  the  current  year's  settlement,  thought  it  incum- 
bent on  him  to  make  every  possible  retrenchment  in  the  charges  of  collec- 
tion, so  as  to  secure  as  much  as  possible  the  realizable  revenue  for  Govern- 
ment. With  this  view  a  letter  was  written  to  the  Raja  of  Benares  to  the 
effect  that,  as  by  reason  of  the  present  decayed  state  of  many  Pergunnahs, 

occasioned  through  the  severity  of  the  collections  in 
the'' TeTenf  r^d  T  R^a  ^rmer  years,  and  the  deficiency  in  the  rains  of  the 
regarding  the  measures  con-     present,  which  last  circumstance  had  rendered  the 

templated.  ,   ,        .        .  ,  .  mi 

cultivation  in  may  places  of  no  avail,  the  assess- 
ment of  the  current  year  on  the  country  must,  in  regard  to  the  cultivation 
ahd  salvation  of  the  Country,  be  proportionally  less  than  in  other  years  ; 
and  that  under  such  circumstances  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Raja's  attach- 
ment and  fidelity  to  reduce  some  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  Sudder 
Cutcherry,  or  charges  defrayed  from  the  surplus  collections  at  Benares, 
and  as  in  the  Resident's  opinion  there  was  great  room  for  reduction  in  his 
Establishment,  he  was  directed  to  keep  for  his  retinue  10  Horsemen  and  60 
Peons  and  40  Hurkaras  in  the  establishment  of  his  Sudder  Cutcherry,  and 
that  from  half  of  the  month  of  Poos,  he  was  to  charge  according  to  this 
scale. 

In  reply  to  this  the  Raja  observed  that  there  had  been  in  former  years 
excessive  exactions  in  sundry  places,  but  that  in 

Raja   to      the    Resident.      ,,  -i-irv    •        n       i  l  i_ 

Proceedings  dated  31  st  De-  the  year  11 9o,  in  all  places  wherever  such  came 
cember  1788.  ^^  light,  he  had   exerted  himself,  in  accordance  to 

Resident's  instructions,  and  put  them  down,  in  consequence  of  which  a 
heavy  balance  had  accrued,  yet  that  he  paid  up  the  revenue  ;  but  that  on 
account  of  the  want  of  rain  the  crop  had  certainly  in  sundry  places  been 
injured.  That  had  his  advice  been  asked  on  this  head,  he  would  have  re- 
presented whatever  appeared  most  advantageous  for  the  Government  and 
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the  country.  la  regard  to  the  Sehundy  mentioned  by  the  Resident,  the 
Raja  stated  that  since  the  beginning  of  the  Fuslee  year,  the  sum  of  4000 
Rs.  monthly  was  fixed  for  the  Establishment  of  the  Sudder  Cutcherry, 
and,  with  a  view  to  the  advantage  of  Government,  he  paid  out  of  this  fund 
the  allowances  to  the  Oflficers  of  the  Adawlut,  and  he  remarked  that  the 
Horsemen  and  Peons  and  Hurkaras  ordered  by  the  Resident  were  not  ne- 
cessary for  his  retinue,  but  were  appointed  for  carrying  on  the  business  of 
Government,  Whatever  was  necessary  for  discharging  the  public  business 
he  kept  and  the  rest  he  dismissed. 

On  this  the  Resident  remarked  with  respect  to  the  consequences  of 
excessive  exactions  on  the  country,  that  they  were 

Resident  to  the  Raja.  Pro-  ,  .,  ,     . 

ceedings,    sist    December    but  too  Visible  from  the  decayed  state  of  many  of 

1788 

the  Pergunnahs,  and  that  the  heavy  defalcations 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  revenue  of  many  of  the  districts  was  to  be  attri- 
buted principally  to  the  last  year's  exactions,  and  he  intimated,  in  regard 
to  the  Raja's  signifying  that  if  his  advice  had  been  asked  he  could  have  given 
a  salutary  one,  that  it  was  not  too  late  for  him  to  give  his  advice,  as  none  of 
the  settlements  had  yet  been  irrevocably  fixed.  The  Resident  requested  there- 
fore that  the  Raja  would  favor  him  with  his  opinion  as  to  the  best  means 
of  providing  for  the  joint  object  of  securing  the  good  of  the  country  and 
the  advantage  of  the  revenue,  with  an  assurance  that  his  suggestions  would 
be  duly  attended  to  and  considered. 

In  reply,  the  Raja  represented  that  four  months  had  elapsed  of  the 
current  year  and  five  or  six  months  of  the  season 

Raja  to  the  Resident.    Pro-      »  ,,        .  ... 

ceedings,  dated  3rd  January  for  collections  was  remaining  :  that  as  the  Amils 
were  already  deputed  to  the  Pergunnahs,  few  of  the 
Dowls  could  have  been  given  by  the  Canoongoes  without  the  advice  of  the 
Amils,  and  he  intimated  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  Govern- 
ment officers  had  collected  all  the  Dowls  together  and  made  up  an  united 
or  reconciled  state  thereof,  so  that  the  good  and  evil  of  the  whole  might 
have  been  known  to  the  Resident  at  first,  and  then  been  proceeded  on.  He 
also  suggested  that  if  leases  for  3  and  5  years  were  granted  to  respectable 
Amils,  the  profit  of  Government  and  the  cultivation  of  the  country  might 
certainly  then  daily  increase. 

The  Resident  wrote  to  the  Raja  an  answer  to  the  effect,  that  the 
lateness  of  the   present    year's    settlement,   and 

Resident  to  the  Raja.  Pro-  .        .  r      k      ^^ 

ceedings  dated  3rd  January    the    nomination   of    Amils   to    the    pergunnahs 

before  the  rental  was  fixed,  was   with  a  view   to 

afford  time  to  every  pergunnah,    as  nearly  as  might   be  according  to 
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the  ability  of  each,  and  to  avoid  the  error  of  last  year  in  over  assessing 
sundry  pergunnahs,  and  thereby  creating  a  fallacious  rental,  impossible 
to  be  ever  realized,  and  destructive  besides,  in  the  vain  attempts  to- 
wards it,  to  the  future  funds  of  the  country,  which,  (as  was  evident  to  every 
man  in  the  Zemindaree)  had  been  rapidly  sinking  both  during  the  last  and 
for  several  preceding  years,  so  that,  had  there  not  been  a  change  in  the  present 
year,  the  Raja  would  soon  have  had  but  little  revenue  to  collect.  In  re- 
gard to  supposed  collusion  between  the  Amils  and  Canoongoes,  the  Re- 
sident remarked  that  it  had  been  guarded  against  as  much  as  possible,  1st 
by  the  accounts  of  the  past  years  and  by  the  Raja's  own  collections  in  the 
last,  and  2ndly,  by  the  oaths  of  the  Canoongoes,  where  the  apparent  defi- 
ciences  were  the  greatest  and  where  there  were  grounds  of  suspicion. 
With  reference  to  the  Raja's  observation  that  all  the  Dowls  should  have 
been  collected  and  made  up  into  one  account  before  they  had  been  proceeded 
on ;  the  Resident  stated  that  this  would  have  been  very  proper,  where  it  was 
meant  to  keep  up  the  former  fallacious  and  unrealizable  Mofussil  Jumma, 
at  all  events  in  the  accounts,  but  was  not  essential  where  the  determi- 
nation was  to  afford  the  necessary  relief  to  each  pergunnah  separately. 
That  besides  this,  there  was  this  further  objection,  that  the  settlement  could 
not  in  that  case  have  been  completed  till  the  4th  or  5th  kist,  and  the  Raja 
would  judge  whether  he  could  have  collected  even  one  instalment  from  the 
Amils  upon  the  credit  of  his  future  settlement,  from  which  he  would  be 
able  to  perceive  whether  all  that  was  in  this  respect  practicable  and  neces- 
sary had  been  done  or  not.  The  Resident  was  glad  to  find  that  the  Raja 
approved  a  settlement  for  a  term  of  years  with  the  more  respectable  Amils 
as  it  had  been  the  Resident's  intention  for  some  time  past  to  have  proposed 
such  a  scheme.  Finally  the  Resident  remarked  that,  in  whatever  light  the 
Rajah  might  view  the  present  measures,  their  sole  and  intrinsic  object 
was  the  welfare  of  his  country,  which  he  ought  certainly  to  consider  in  every 
sense  as  his  own  dearest  and  best  interest,  and  set  all  temporary  considera- 
tion of  convenience  or  inconvenience  at  nought  in  comparison  to  the  same. 

The  Resident  taking  into  his  consideration  in  connection  with  the 
new  regulations  the  particular  and  extraordinary 
teTr/thTanraTy  rfS^'"^"  P^opensity  which  several  of  the  Brahmin  tribes  of 
Benares  and  the  adjoining  pergunnahs  had  of 
lacerating  and  wounding  themselves  on  occasions  of  personal  disgust,  and 
of  letting,  in  some  instances,  their  passions,  or  ideas  of  policy,  so  far  get  the 
better  of  their  reason  and  religion,  as  either  to  put  themselves  to  death  on 
slight  occasions,  or,  which  was  more  frequently  the  case,  get  their  relations, 
particularly  the  old  females  of  their  family,  to  destroy  themselves  for  their 
sakes,  (all  which  was  well  known  to  have  frequently  happened  in  this  coun- 
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try  from  time  immemorial  and  of  which  two  in- 

Me£«ures     for     checking        .  i     j    i    ^    i  i  •       ^i  t   •    •  t 

certain  irregular    practices     Stances  had  lately  occurred  m  the  adjoining  dis- 

amoDg  Brahmins.  ^^icts  of  Kuntit  and  Bhudohee  ;)  and  being  extreme- 

ly desirous  if  possible  to  prevent,  or,  as  far  as  might  be,  to  discourage  this 
propensity,  the  Resident  thought  it  proper  to  issue  a  notification  announc- 
ing certain  penalties  against  this  nefarious  practice  as  had  been  done  by 
the  former  Residents  from  time  to  time  : — 

Whereas  for  the  ease  and  happiness  of  all  the  Ryots  and  community  in 
general,  certain  Regulations  have  issued  fixing  the 
terras  of  the  Pottahs  to  be  issued  for  the  Revenue  ia 
conformity  to  the  rates  of  the  Fuslee  year  1187,  and  the  Ameens  having  in  con- 
formity thereto  given  Pottahs  throughout  the  country  : — It  is  therefore  now  in- 
cumbent on  all  Amils,  Zemindars,  Ryots  and  Cultivators  to  adhere  to  all  the  said 
Pottahs  issued  in  conformity  to  the  aforesaid  Hookumnamah  or  Regulations,  and 
in  case  of  any  Pottahs  having  been  issued  contrary  to  the  said  Hookumnamah,  or 
in  cases  v^here  no  Pottahs  have  been  at  all  issued,  Pottahs  are  after  advising  the 
Resident,  to  be  in  such  instances  now  issued  in  conformity  to  the  Hookumnamah 
through  the  Canoongoes  and  under  the  Amil's  signature,  by  which  the  collections 
are  to  be  made  according  to  the  usually  established  Kistbundee  or  instalments 
in  use  for  every  separate  Pergunnah. 

It  is  moreover  incumbent  on  all  the  Brahmins  and  in  general  on  all  the 
other  inhabitants  of  Benares,  that,  considering  the  Hookumnamah  or  Regulations 
in  question  as  essential  and  the  basis  on  which  they  are  to  proceed  and  be 
guided,  they  do  in  conformity  thereto  pay  the  amount  of  the  Revenue  justly  due 
from  them  without  objections,  evasion  or  deceit ;  and  as  by  the  said  Regulations, 
the  taking  of  the  Revenue  in  kind  and  Agore  Betay  are  prohibited,  no  person  is 
to  raise  objections  against  this  nor  to  refuse  or  to  use  deceit  in  respect  to  the 
successive  payments  due  on  account  of  the  Kunkoot  or  estimate  and  valuation 
made  of  half  the  natural  produce  ;  or  otherwise  such  person  shall  be  deemed 
culpable  by  the  Huzoor  (Presence.) 

And  further  if  any  person  on  any  account  whatsoever,  either  in  respect  to 
the  Revenue  or  any  other  cause  shall,  -without  complaining  or  seeking  redress 
from  the  Huzoor,  wickedly  swallow  poison,  or  wound  his  or  her  person,  or  set  fire 
to  his  or  her  house,  such  instances  shall,  on  ascertainment  of  the  same,  be  deemed 
culpable  at  the  Huzoor,  and  such  person's  goods  and  property  shall  be  seques- 
tered by  Govenment,  and  the  party  so  offending,  shall,  if  surviving  be  expelled 
the  Honorable  Company's  dominions,  and  if  dead,  his  funeral  rites  shall  not 
be  performed  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  if  any  Amil  shall  commit  any  oppression  or 
injustice  upon  any  person  contrary  to  the  Regulations  aforesaid,  or  in  case  of  any 
persons  suffering  injury  of  whatever  nature,  let  all  such  persons  repair  to  the 
Presence  where  they  may  rest  assured  of  obtaining  justice.     And  as  the  present 
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Magistrate  or  ruler  is  ever  ready  and  desirous  to  hear  complaints  of  all  that 
choose  to  prefer  any,  and  to  redress  those  persons  that  are  aggrieved,  it  is 
equally  just  and  necessary  that  those,  who  from  folly  wander  so  widely  from  the 
path  of  rectitude  as  to  render  themselves  criminal  in  the  sight  of  Aluiighty  God 
by  rash  attempts  on  their  own  persons,  should  experience  also  that  punishment 
in  this  world  which  their  temerity  deserves. 

The  following  is  a  Translation  of  the  general 

Instructions  to  Amils  m     Purwannah  to  the  Amils  accompanying  the  above 
reference  to  the  above.  ^  l      j     a 

Publication. 

Whereas  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  and  keeping  up  the  regulations, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  currency  of  your  business,  the  enclosed  publication  has 
been  issued  under  date  the  17th  of  January  1789,  relative  to  the  payment  of  the 
Revenues,  the  suppression  of  all  violent  attempts  that  may  be  made  on  their 
persons  by  the  people,  and  other  similar  acts  of  wickedness,  which  is  to  be  made 
public  and  proclaimed  in  yours  and  throughout  every  Pergunnah. — It  is  neces- 
sary that  you  cause  the  tenor  and  purport  thereof  to  be  fully  explained  in  every 
village  within  your  Amilship  to  the  Ryots  thereof  and  to  cause  copies  thereof 
under  the  Cazee's  seal  to  be  pasted  up.  on  the  doors  of  every  Cutcherry  in  the 
Persian  and  Hiudee  languages. 

But  in  the  execution  of  the  requisitions  therein  notified  you  are  to  act 
with  much  caution  to  preserve  and  maintain  the  Regulations  of  the  25th  of  June, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  in  regard  to  taking  the  revenue  in  money  from  those  Brah- 
mins who  may  formerly  have  been  used  to  pay  in  kind  in  the  mode  of  Agoree 
Betay,  you  are  to  obtain  their  consent  to  the  money-payment  before  you  actually 
exact  it ;  to  the  end  that  the  evil  name  of  causing  the  death  of  a  Brahmin,  or 
of  having  induced  a  Brahmin  to  wound  himself  may  not  fall  upon  you. 
Whereof  in  case  where  there  may  be  such  obstinate  Brahmins  who  will  not 
agree  to  any  other  mode  of  paying  their  revenue  except  in  kind,  you  may 
for  this  year,  take  grain  instead  of  money,  (which  will,  considering  the  dearuess 
of  grain  prove  no  loss  to  you  for  this  season),  agreeing  however  to  accept  thereof 
in  such  few  cases  where  it  may  be  necessary  in  each  Pergunnah  as  if  you  did  so 
unknown  to  Government ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  these  Brahmins  will  in  a 
short  time  come  into  the  plan  of  paying  in  money,  as  it  is  incumbent  on  you  to 
exert  yourself  to  procure  their  assent  to.  Exclusive  of  the  above  article,  you  have 
no  authority  of  any  kind  whatsoever  to  pass  over  or  deviate  from  any  part  or  clause 
in  the  Hookumnamah,  or  regulations  aforesaid,  under  date  the  25th  June  1788. 

The  Clause  in  the  above  orders  relative  to  the  caution  to  be  obser- 
ved in  causing  certain  of  the  Brahmins  to  pay  their  revenue  in  grain  in- 
stead of  cash  was  founded  on  some  intimations  the  Resident  had  lately 
received  that  some  few  of  that  tribe  object  to  this  part  of  the  Regulations 
as  set  forth  in  the  above  Circular  Order  to  the  Amils,  who  have  in  conse- 


B*  MEASURES   CONNECTED  WITH   THE 

quence  in  some  cases  desisted  from  their  demands  on  such  Brahmins,  so 
that  no  accident  had  hitherto  been  occasioned  tliereby,  and  it  was  from  his 
earnest  desire  to  avoid  and  prevent  any,  that  the  Resident  had  consented 
thus  far  to  qualify  that  particular  clause  in  the  general  Regulations  of 
June  last. 

The  Resident  issued  a  perwannah  to  the  Amils  of  all  those  dis- 
tricts which  were  only  rented  for  one  year,  in- 
ted^rstb  Flf^rrnsS  ^^"     ^tructing  them  to  take  measures  for  encouraging  the 
sugar-cane  plantation  and  otherwise  exerting  their 
utmost  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  the  next  year's  cultivation,  and  they 
,    .,  ,      .  were  assured  that  the  approbation  of  Government 

Ami  Is  warned  to  increase  .  _ 

the  cultivation.  and  their  own  permanence  in  their  respective  situa- 

tions depended  on  their  exertions  on  the  present  occasion. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Canoongoes  of  Pergunnah  Dhoos  re- 
lative to  the  cultivation  of  the  fallow  or  waste 
dat^^ueThFebrra^ri's'r'     ^ and s  of  past  years,  it  was  ordered  that  pottahs 
should  be  issued  for  the  waste  lands  with  reference 
or Tv^sT:  l^a^ds  te^e  TZ     ^^^  ^^  Proportion  to  the  number  of  years  such  land 
given.  had  remained  waste  in  the  following  manner  :  — 

In  the  year  1197  Fuslee.  1st,  Lands  that  have  been  waste  for  two 
and  three  years,  8  annas  per  beegah. 

2ud.  Lands  waste  for  more  than  3  years,  6  annas  per  beegah. 

In  the  year  1198.     1st.    Lands  that  paid  8  annas  as  above,  to  pay 
12  annas. 

2nd.  Lands  that  paid  6  annas,  9  annas. 

In  the  year  1199.  1st.  From  12  annas  to  1  rupee  2  annas. 

2ud.  From  9  annas  to  14  annas. 

After  the  3rd  year,  all  such  lands  were  to  pay  according  to  tho 
Rybundee  or  ready  money  rates  of  1 1 87,  and  such  of  the  said  lands  aa 
were  not  in  cultivation  in  1187  Fuslee,  or  which  may  have  been  assessed 
in  that  year  by  kunkoot  according  to  the  produce,  such  lands  shall  either 
pay  after  the  third  year  according  to  the  Rybundee  or  ready  money  rates 
of  the  lands  in  the  vicinity,  or  by  kunkoot. 

The  Canoongoes  stated  that  on  the  grounds  of  the  above  Perwan~ 
naJis,  5000  becgahs  would  be  brought  into  cultivation  for  the  revenue  of 
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the  ensuing  year  1197,  and  as  much  more  the  year  following,  there  being 
in  all  about  10,000  beegahs  of  waste  lands  in  Dhoos. 

The  Resident,  having  fixed  the  rates  of  valuation  on  the  grain  pro- 
duce at  the  average  of  the  5  months  from  Kooar 
dateTiTUi  FebruTr^  Hsff'  ^  Maugk  inclusive,  of  the  khureef  harvest,  was  of 
opinion  that  he  might  have  done  some  injury  to 
several  ryots,  especially  in  consideration  of  the  dearth  which  had  pre- 
vailed to  a  certain  extent,  particularly  during  the  latter  end  of  the 
five  months,  because  those  ryots  who,  to  pay  the  revenue  of  their  first  or 
earlier  kists  of  Kooar,  Kartick  and  Aughun  at  the  market  price  of  those 
months,  would  be  charged,  in  the  average  Durkhuttees  or  rates  of  valua- 
tion for  the  revenue  of  such  early  sold  produce,  with  part  of  the  price  it 
bore  during  the  subsequent  and  dearest  months,  when  their  grain  might 
not  have  been  sold  ;  and  although  having  thus  taken  the  average  prices 
of  the  aforesaid  five  months  as  the  standard  valuation  might  not  un- 
duly affect  the  generality  or  more  substantial  part  of  the  ryots,  who,  it 
might  be  supposed,  had  had  some  grain  or  part  of  their  produce  to  dispose 
of  during  each  of  the  five  months  in  question,  yet  it  might  fall  heavy  on 
the  poorer  class  of  the  ryots,  whose  cultivation  not  being  so  extensive, 
their  sales  might  therefore  have  been  confined  to  one  month. 

From  these  considerations  and  with  reference  also  to  the  clause  of 
the  Regulations  of  the  25th  of  June  last,  which  declared  that  the  prices 
or  valuation  of  the  rates  of  the  khureef  harvest  shall  be  fixed  according 
to  the  real  selling  prices,  it  was  now  determined 
veStTiIjI^y*  to^  cultivators  that  an  attested  copy  of  the  weekly  grain  produce,  as 
in  certain  cases.  furnished  by  the  Canoongoes  of  each  pergunnah,  be 

sent  to  the  Amils  of  all  the  districts,  with  the  exception  of  the  seven  to  whom 
the  average  rates  have  been  already  transmitted,  with  instructions  to  re- 
gulate the  kunkoot  valuation  of  the  natural  produce  of  those  who  pay 
their  revenue  upon  that  footing,  in  conformity  to  the  actual  price  of  such 
grain,  or  other  natural  produce  exhibited  in  the  Canoongoe's  statement, 
at  the  several  periods  of  the  ryot's  successive  payments  towards  the  full 
liquidation  of  all  the  Revenue  due  from  them  for  the  khureef  harvest 
and  in  cases  where  balances  were  still  due  by  the  ryots  on  that  account, 
such  balances  shall  be  collected  according  to  the  Price  Current  or  valuation 
of  the  grain  as  it  existed  in  the  month  of  Magh. 

Besides  the  above  valuation,  the  Zabitanah  or  established  due  of 
the  Amil  beyond  his  exact  or  equal  proportion  of  the  produce,  was  to 
be  superadded  according  to  the  report  of  the  Canoongoes  and  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  regulations  above  referred  to.     But  in  regard   to  the  se- 

E 
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ven  peTgnnnalis,  to  which  the  average  'rates  had  already  been  transmitted, 
no  Zabitanali  would  be  allowed  to  the  Amils  on  the  collections  of  the 
khureef  harvest,  which  wottld,  it  was  computed,  nearly  compensate  by  the 
surplus  arising  from  the  average  on  which  the  valuation  had  been  fixed  in 
the  said  few  Pergunnahs,  and  therefore  unless  the  ryots  complained  and 
solicited  an  alteration  it  was  not  meant  to  revoke  the  Durkhnttees  which 
had  been  forwarded  to  those  seven  places. 

On  a  representation  from  the  Amil  of  Jounpore  relative  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  waste  lands,  it  was  directed  that  who- 
dafed  rnhMarrhUS? "^''     ^ver  shall  cultivate  Jungbooree  or  Bunjur  land 
at  their  own  expense,  shall  hold  the  same  free  for 
3  years,   and  at  the  beginning  of  the   4th,  an  estimate  shall  be  made  of 
•of  the  proper  Jumma  assessable  thereon  over  and 
Arrapgements  for  waste      ^     ^^    Huk-Ztw^iTiSAiree,  whatever  that  may  be 

lands  in  Jounpore.  '  '' 

fixed  at;  which  two  charges,  viz.^  the  Government 
reveBue  and  Zemindaree  due,  shall  be  fixed  as  Istumraree  or  unchangeable, 
in  favour  of  the  original  Cultivator,  and  remain  with  him  in  all  time  to 
€ome,  on  condition  of  good  behaviour  and  being  regular  in  his  payments  ; 
but  where  in  the  beginning  of  the  4th  year,  the  said  land  shall  not  appear 
to  be  brought  to  proper  cultivation,  then,  for  one  or  two  years  longer,  a 
smaller  or  larger  rate  of  revenue  shall  be  taken  from  the  occupant,  to  allow 
him  time  to  bring  the  said  land  into  a  forward  and  full  state  of  cultivation 
60  as  to  render  it  fit  to  have  a  permanent  Jumma  assessed  on  it.  But  if  at 
the  end  of  the  5th  and  beginning  of  the  6th  year  such  cultivation  shall  still 
remain  incomplete,  then  the  said  land,  in  the  state  it  shall  be  at  the  time, 
shall  be  resumed  from  such  negligent  cultivator  as  a  punishment  for  his 
remissness  and  given  to  some  other  person. 

The  Resident  now  wrote  to  Government  stating  that  he  had  hitherto 

deferred  acknowledging  receipt  of  the  orders  of 

OeSllitLurS    the  3rd  October  last,  in  the  view  of  having  at  the 

26th  April  1789.  same  time  in  his  power  to   report   the   progress 

made  in  the  execution  of  those  instructions,  which  being  the  object  of  his 

present  address,  he  should  first,  in  continuation  of  the  subject  of  that  of 

the  12th  of  September  last,  state,  as  desired  in  Government  Orders,  how  the 

collections    of  the   late   year,    1195  Fuslee,    were 

Resident's  detailed  report      |    ^  ^^^  ^j^g  amount  of  the  Hon'ble  Company's 

in  reply  to  the  Government  /^      >> 

review  of  his  previous  pro-    rental  realized  or  made  up  ;  after  which  it  was 
^^^  '°^**  meant  to  submit  the  measures  which  the  Resident 

had  adopted  with  regard  to  the  present  year's  settlement  of  the  districts 
comprising  the  Zemindaree  of  Benares,  and  to  conclude  with  replies  to  such 
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of  the  Board's  queries,  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  3rd  October,  as  might 
not  have  been  answered  or  explained  in  the  preceding  observations. 

The  apparent  sufficiency  of  the  funds  established  by  the  Raja's 
settlement  of  1195  Fuslee  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  42,85,360-11-3,  (as  stated 
in  the  address  of  the  12th  of  September  last),  for  the  payment  of 
the  Government  rental,  (admitting  the  usual  deficiencies  or  balances  to 
take  place  at  the  end  of  the  year,)  was,  the  Resident  remarked,  certainly 
well  founded;  supposing  that  assessment  to  have  been  imposed  on  the 
country  with  a  due  consideration  to  its  ability.  But  that  this  was  by  no  means 
the  case,  the  Raja,  whose  work  it  was,  had  had  the  most  mortifying  expe- 
rience of,  and  its  consequences  to  the  country  had  of  course  proved,  (as 
must  be  the  operation  of  all  overcharged  settlements,)  the  proportional 
diminution  of  its  future  funds.  Of  this  settlement  having  been  more 
than  the  country  could  bear,  there  had  been  the  fullest  proof  from 
the  Raja's  inability  to  realize  it,  notwithstanding  his  greatest  exertions, 
supported  by  all  the  aid  the  Resident  could  afford  him,  and  was  cor- 
roborated by  the  grounds  of  consideration  afforded  in  the  Resident's  letter 
of  the  12th  of  September,  and  particularly  by  the  6th  column  of  the  2nd 
account,  therein  inserted,  of  the  Raja's  gross  collections  from  the  Zemin- 
daree,  which  had  in  no  year,  since  his  accession  to  the  Raj  amounted  to  the 
sum  thus  laid  upon  it  by  him,  and  which,  indeed,  according  to  the  five  year's 
average  there  calculated,  amounted  only  to  Rs.  40,71,933-2-9.  Had  the 
Raja,  therefore,  possessed  and  referred  to  any  regular  accounts  of  the  former 
year's  Revenue,  and  had  had  solely  in  view  to  establish  such  a  rental  on 
the  country  as  should  be  realizable  and  consistent  with  its  future  prospe- 
rity, he  would  not  have  assessed  thereon  above  two  lacs  of  rupees  beyond 
its  average  ability,  in  the  decayed  state  of  many  of  its  Pergunnahs,  which 
was  certainly  at  the  time  well  known  to  him.  But  setting  out  on  a  new 
career,  he  did  not  probably  wish  to  incur  any  ostensible  ground  of  discre- 
dit, (independent  of  any  views  of  personal  interest  which  he  may  be  sup- 
posed to  have  entertained,)  from  extending  the  necessary  relief  to  his  coun- 
try, and  unfortunately  the  recentness  of  the  Resident's  entrance  into  his 
present  office,  and  the  intent  of  the  new  system,  which  was  to  try  the 
Raja's  own  knowledge  and  management,  combined  to  prevent  the  Resi- 
dent's effectual  interference  to  lessen  the  general  Jumma,  wliich  (as  had 
since  fully  appeared)  the  Raja  had  recourse  to  every  artificial  combina- 
tion to  raise  to  its  greatest  possible  height,  the  common  effects  of  wiiich 
in  general  were  that  rather  less  was  collected  than  might  be  realized  upon 
a  more  moderate  and  equitable  assessment ;  the  collections  amounting  to 
the  undermentioned  sum  total  in  Rupees  of  sorts  (of  which  also  the  total  of 
the  Settlement  was  composed)  and  consisting  of  the  following  paiticulars : — 
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1st.     Amount  realized   in  Cash  at   the  Raja's 

Treasury  on  account  of  the  "  Mai  and  Nuzerana,"  ...  33,09,540  15  0 
2nd.     Further    amount  of  ditto  realized     but 

again  disbursed  in  the   Mofussil, 81,566     5  9 

3rd.    Realized   on  account  of  Bhuray, 34,360  11  6 

4th.    Ditto  ditto  Russoom  Khezana,        ...  23,148    7  9 

5th.    Ditto  ditto  other  Abwab, 104    0  0 

Total  amount  of  Mai,  Nuzerana  and  Abwab  realized,         34,48,720    8    0 

6th.  Realized  on  account  of  some  villages  kept 
apart  as  a  Fund  for  the  old  balances  and  not  included 
in  the  Settlement,  10,940    5     0 


Total  realized  of  the  Land  Revenue,      ...    34,59,660  13    0 
7th.    Amount  of  Customs  realized,       3,92,996  10    9 


Total  of  Current  realized  Funds  for  the 
Revenue  and  charges  of  collection,       ...     38,52,657    7    9 


If  to  the  above  total  of  thirty-eight  lacs  fifty-two  thousand 
six  hundred  and  fifty -seven  Rupees,  seven  annas  and  nine  pie,  (being  all 
the  realized  Funds  for  the  Revenue  and  Charges  of  1195)  be  added  the 
sum  of  79,967-5-0,  on  account  of  reductions  made  in  the  Sayer  or  Custom's 
Department  in  1195,  (as  per  account  thereof  transmitted  on  the  1st  of  May 
1788),  the  aggregate  would  amount  to  39,32,624-12-9,  making  1,39,309-6-0 
below  the  calculated  average  for  future  years'  resources,  exhibited  in  the 
Resident's  address  before  mentioned,  a  considerable  part  of  which  might  be 
ascribed  to  the  misappropriations  of  the  Revenue  by  Kulb  Ali  Beg,  from 
the  necessities  that  had  previously  accumulated  on  him,  as  already  in  some 
degree  noticed  in  the  Resident's  former  address.  The  aggregate  collec- 
tions of  1195,  as  realized  by  the  Raja,  reached  nevertheless  within  8,000 
Rs.  of  those  of  the  Fuslee  year  1191,  without  any  allowance  being  taken 
for  the  Custom  House  reductions,  and  must  of  course  be,  on  the  whole, 
deemed  in  fairness  to  exceed  the  latter  by  above  70,000  Rs.  Inclusive  of 
those  reductions  the  realized  revenue  of  1195  was  only  41,421  Rs.  10 
annas  and  3  pies,  short  of  the  collections  from  the  country  in  1193,  as 
would  be  seen  by  the  already  mentioned  6th  column  of  the  account  above 
quoted  ;  from  the  aggregate  or  gross  total  of  which  there  was  to  be  de- 
ducted, 1st  the  sum  of  Rs.  40,000,  being  an  aid  which  the  Raja  paid  that 
year  from  his  Jagheers  or  private  means,  and  10,000  Rs.  taken  from  the 
revenue  of  the  preceeding  year  1 1 94  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  the 
rental ;  for  although  in  the  9th  Column  of  the  2nd  statement  inserted  ia 
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the  Resident's  letter  of  the  12th  of  September,  there  appeared  a  surplus  for 
that  and  all  the  other  years  but  one,  (which  really  would  have  existed,  had 
no  more  than  the  regular  establishment  of  the  Sudder  Cutcherry,  as  therein 
stated,  been  provided  for,)  yet  (as  will  be  hereafter  further  noticed)  little  or 
no  part  of  such  surpluses  were  admitted  by  the  Raja  to  have  ever  reached 
his  private  coffers. 

But  to  return  for  the  present  to  the  more  immediate  business 
of  the  Collections  of  last  year.  If  on  further  investigation  of  the  causes  of 
this  defalcation  in  the  Government  Revenue  of  1195  Fuslee,  recourse  be 
had  to  the  accounts  of  the  real  ability  and  funds,  or  the  means  existing  in  the 
country  for  that  year,  to  realize  the  Sudder  rental  from,  the  Resident  found 
at  that  time  greater  cause  to  believe  that  the  assessment  laid  by  the  Raja 
on  the  lands  of  his  Zemindaree  was  both  overrated  and  the  lands  themselves 
in  a  rapid  state  of  decline,  for  the  proof  and  particulars  of  which  the  Resi- 
dent referred  to  the  Mofussil  Jumma  Wasil  Bakee  account  delivered  by  the 
Canoongoes  of  the  Rental  Collections  and  balances  for  1195,  of  which  the 
following  were  the  principal  results : —  < 

Total  amount  of  Mai  or  Funds. 

For  the  land  Rental  of  Benares  up  to  the  year 
1194)  Fuslee,  as  stated  and  inserted  in  the  Resident's 
address  of  the  12th  of  September  1788,  exclusive  of  the 
Tukrar  Jumma  amounting  to  Rs.  18,518-0-3  therein 
mentioned, Rs.     45,66,988    2    0 

Deduct  further  Tukrar  Jumma  ascertained,  by 
the  more  minute  detail  entered  into  on  the  occasion  of 
the  formation  of  the  current  year's  Settlement,  to  exist 
in  the  Canoongoe's  accounts  from  some  of  those  officers 
including  in  their  statements,  and  delivering  in  the  Ren- 
tals of  parts  of  each  other's  Districts,  to  the  Canoongoe- 
ship  of  which  they  lay  respectively  counter  claims,  with 
a  view  to  the  proportional  increase  of  their  several  offici- 
al emoluments  and  influence,     94,171  12    0 


Real  Mofussil  Jumma  or  Funds  for  1194,        ...     44,72,816    6    0 

Defalcation  of  Revenue  Funds  from  1194,  to  11 95, 
as  stated  in  the  said  Canoongoe's  papers,  4,35,002     6     3 

Increase  ofdittoin  the  same  period,  90,674  12     6 
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Brought  foiivard,  34,48,720    8    0 
Deduct  tlie  difference  between  the 
two  proceeding  sums,  being  the  real  de- 
falcation from  1194  to  1195  Fuslee,  ac- 
cording to  the  Canoongoe's  accounts,                3,44,327    9     9 


Reduced   Mai  Funds  for  1195, 41,28,488  12    3 

Add  deficiencies  or  articles  short  stated  in   the 
former  accounts  of  the   Canooncoes   and 
since  ascertained,     25,701     9     9 

Articles  altogether  omitted  by  them 
vvs.,  the  Chunam  or  Lime  Farm  and  a 
few  other  articles  as  particularized  in 
the  account  already  qupted,     57,607    9     6  83,309    3    3 

Result  Mai  Funds  for  1195  Fuslee 42,11,797  15     6 

Add  amount  of  Abwab   for   1195  Fuslee,  viz., 
positive  Abwab  or  collections  under  that  head,  ...       1,35,598  11     6 

43,47,396  11    0 

Add    negative  amount,  being  deductions  made 
from  Ryot's  payments, 46,654  13     3 

Total  gross  Revenue  Funds  for   the  Fuslee  year 
1195,  exclusive  of  the  above  Tukrar  Jum ma, 43,94,051     8    3 


This  being  the  Jumma  or  Mofussil  Rental,  the  sarae'account,  (which 
was  of  course  made  out  on  the  credit  of  the  Canoongoe's  statements,) 
showed  the  A  mil's  collections,  or  the  sum  realized  thereon  from  the  coun- 
try, to  have  been  40,10,790-0-6,  being  4,93,482-8-9  less  than  the  collec- 
tions of  1194  ;  in  estimating  the  causes  for  which  great  allowance  was  to 
be  made  for  the  increase  of  prejudice  always  occasioned  by  the  endeavours 
that  must  be  used  to  realize  an  over-assessed  settlement,  on  which  the  col- 
lections were,  the  Resident  believed,  invariably  found  to  be  less  than  would 
be  actually  produced  by  a  lower  and  more  equitable  assessment. 

Nor  were  the  above  stated  collections  all  real,  as  in  truth  the 
sum  of  the  above  specified  Tukrar  Jumma  of  Rs.  94,171-12-0  composed 
part  of  the  total  of  40,1 0,790-0-6,  stated  as  the  gross  coUectiona :  being 
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thus  inserted  by  the  Canooogoes  in  tlicir  accounts  to  balance  their  previous 
and  similar  insertion  of  the  fallacious  part  of  the  Junima  to  the  same 
amount.  For  the  reasons  above  explained,  these  few  erroneous  or  double 
entries,  amounting  altogether"  to  the  aggragate  of  Rs.  94,171-12-0,  have  in 
like  manner  existed  in  the  Canoongoe's  accounts  ever  since  their  re-esta- 
blishment in  1784  and  did  consequently  make  part  of  the  series  of  their 
Mofussil  accounts  before  transmitted,  but  it  was  so  far  fortunate,  that,  by 
their  having  left  out  (as  above  explained)  some  other  articles,  (the  aggregate 
of  which  came  within  10,000,  Rs.  of  their  said  undue  amplification,)  the 
former  Mofussil  part  of  the  accounts  remained  thereby  still  accurate  enough, 
as  far  as  regarded,  the  general  results,  (which  rendered  them  principally  use- 
ful, without  affecting,  even  in  the  details,  but  a  very  few  of  the  Mehals,  to 
which  their  said  amplifications  and  omissions  were  confined).  In  future, 
the  annual  accounts  of  the  Canoongoes  would  beginning  from  that  of  1196, 
be  kept  conformable  to  their  now  amended  state,  with  the  exclusion,  as  far 
as  could  possibly  be  prevented,  of  every  artificial  entry. 

As  to  the  causes  of  the  great   Mofussil   defalcation   from    1 1 94   to 
1195   Fuslee,   supposing  the  accounts  of  the  Canoongoes  to  be  on  the 
whole  a  true  criterion  for  estimating  it  by,  (in  which  light  they   might,  the 
Resident  believed,  be  generally  considered),  it  must  be  in  some  degree   im- 
puted to  the  known  state  of  gradual  decay  under  which  many  parts  of  the 
country  had  long  laboured,   a  situation  that  must  no  doubt  have  reached 
sooner  or  later  to  a  crisis.     This  was,  (as  the  Resident  had  already  intimat- 
ed to  Government  in  his  address  of  the  1 2th  of  September)  probably  in  a 
very  considerable  degree  accelerated,  by  the  Raja's   extraordinary,  and  in 
some  degree  criminal,  inattention  to  the  cultivation  in  the  month  of  Assar 
1194,  on  which,  (more  especially  in  the  then  state  of  the  country  and  Ryots, 
harassed  and  disheartened  by  the  constant  mutation  of  rapacious  farmers), 
depended  the  produce  of  the  crop  to  be  reaped  in  1195.     In  justice  to  the 
Raja,  and  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  explaining  his  conduct  on  the  point 
in  question,  the  Resident  would  only  here  observe   that  the  Raja  did   not 
appear  to  him  to  have  exculpated  himself  from  the  neglect  or  refusal  to 
promote  that  important  measure  at  the  proper  and  critical  season   of  the 
year,  as  set  forth  both  in  Mr.  Treves'  and  Shunker  Pundit's   written   decla- 
rations.   At  all  events  there  was  nothing   more   evident  and  certain   than 
that,  by  reason  of  the  jealousies  then  operating  in  the  Raja's  mind  against 
the  acting  Naib,  the  public  interest  was,  with  regard  to  this   important 
article  of  that  year's  cultivation,  entirely  sacrificed. 

A  farther  proof  of  the  decline  of  the  country  and  of  the  con- 
sequent impending  loss  to  the  Raja  and  to  Government  was  the  former's 
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total  inability,  in  1195,  to  let  part  of  the  District,  to  the  amount  altoge- 
ther ol  4,13,075-2-0,  from  which  alone  there  had  been  in  1195  a  loss  or  de- 
falcation of  upwards  of  a  Lac  of  Rupees,  according  to  the  accounts  received 
from  the  Raja  of  the  collections  made  therein  Amany  by  his  oflBcers. 

Nor  was  the  aforesaid  decrease  of  Mofussil  Funds,  as  stated  in 
the  Canoongoe's  accounts  to  have  existed  in  1195  as  compared  with 
1194,  (however  large  it  might  seem,)  so  great  as  to  induce  the  belief 
of  its  erroneousness,  or  of  its  being  a  Statement  made  up  for  the  purpose  ; 
because  their  former  accounts  transmitted  with  the  Resident's  address 
of  the  12th  of  September  1788  showed  not  only  that  the  local  rental 
of  Benares  was  liable  to  very  great  fluctuations  in  its  Pergunnah  proportions, 
but  also  that,  in  1193  Fuslee,  the  defalcation  from  the  preceeding  year 
amounted  to  3,72,332-3-9,  whilst  the  increase  of  that  year  was  only  Rupees 
86,452-8-3,  and  the  comparative  excess  (when  compared  with  the  above 
and  other  year's  increases  and  decreases)  in  the  defalcation  of  the  Mofussil 
Funds  for  1195,  might,  the  Resident  thought,  be  with  propriety,  and  a  suf- 
ficient degree  of  certainty,  ascribed  to  the  progressive  decline  of  the  coun- 
try, accelerated  by  the  aforestated  neglect  of  the  cultivation  at  the  proper 
season  in  the  latter  end  of  1194  ;  the  united  effects  of  all  which  misfor- 
tunes and  mismanagement,  combining  with  the  high  and  inadequate  assess- 
ment laid  upon  the  country  by  the  Raja  in  1195,  and  the  consequent 
strictness  and  even,  in  some  cases,  severity  with  which  he  or  his  Amils  were 
obliged  to  carry  on  the  collections  throughout  that  year,  had  well  nigh 
proved  the  foundation  of  a  serious  loss  to  the  Company's  rental  for  that 
year,  besides  tending  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  resources  for  the  future  Re- 
venue. 

But,  before  the  Resident  entered  further  on  that  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, it  was  necessary  to  state  how  the  deficiencies  of  1195  were  provid- 
ed for,  and  the  accounts  thereof  closed. 

The  collections,  as  the  Resident  had  already  stated,  amounted 
on  all  accounts  in  Rupees  of  sorts,  viz.  Siccas,  OourshaJiees  and  Tersooleea, 
as  per  general  account  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  that  year, 
to  Rs.  38,52,657-7-9.  Deducting  Batta  (to  reduce  the  said  sum  into  Sicca) 
Rs.  43,898-3-6,  there  remained,  Sicca,  Rs.,        38,08,759    4    3 

Add  some  further  articles  of  Receipts,  as  parti- 
cularized in  the  aforesaid  General  Account  of  Receipts 
and  Disbursements  under  the  head  of  Seiuayee  or  extra- 
ordinaries,  ...         ...         ...         6,620    8     0 

Total  realized  Revenue  Funds  for  1195.    Sicca  Rupees,    38,15,379  12    3 
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Brouglit  forward,  38,15,379  12  3 
This  sum  was  not  adequate  to  the 
Government  Nett  demand  on  the  Raja 
for  the  current  year's  Revenue,  which,  af- 
ter all  the  usual  and  other  deductions 
amounted,  as  per  the  account  above  no- 
ticed, to         Rs.,     38,51,732    7    9 

Add  the  half-yearly  instalments 
for  the  old  balances  payable  and  paid  in 
April  1788, 50.000     0     0 

Total  of  Government  demand,  Rs.,        39,01,732    7    9 


Deficiency,...         86,352  11     6 

Add,  Charges  of  the  Sudder  Cutcherry  or  for  the 
management  and  collections  always  paid  and  provided 
for  from  the  Mai  or  Public  Revenue,  per  particulars  in 
the  aforesaid  accounts,      1,19,309     6     6 

Total  Deficiency  Sicca  Rupees,      2,05,662    2    0 


To  supply  the  funds  indispensably  required  to  make  up  this 
heavy  deficiency  the  Raja  always  professed  his  readiness  to  agree  to  any 
expedient  the  Resident  could  suggest,  and  had  repeatedly  fully  admitted 
and  acknowledged  his  responsibility  for  the  amount ;  but  how  to  devise  the 
Ways  and  Means  was  a  subject  of  considerable  difficulty,  and  yet,  as  the 
Resident  had  long  plainly  perceived,  if  he  did  not  interfere,  and  that  even 
very  earnestly,  the  Government  must  suffer  this  very  heavy  loss.  The 
Resident  therefore,  after  many  discussions  with  the  Raja,  was  able  to  fix  on, 
and  afterwards  to  realize,  the  following  aids,  within  the  time  required,  for 
the  Government  purposes  :— » 

1st.  Collected  or  raised  on  account  of  last  year's 
balances  and  of  a  small  residue  of  those  of  1191,  as 
per  particulars  in  the  General  Account,  10,475     3    0 

2nd.  Recovered  from  the  Shroffs  in  the  man- 
ner mentioned  in  the  Resident's  address  to  the  Gover- 
nor General  in  Council  of  the  27th  of  September  1788,         14,464    7    3 


Total  of  Revenue  recovered,        24,935  10    3 
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Brought  forward,  24,935  10    5 

3rd.  Appropriated  by  the  Raja 
on  account  of  a  sura  recovered  by  him 
from  Lalla  Cashmeery  Mull  on  a  suit  or 
claim  which  he  preferred  to  the  Resi- 
dent against  that  Banker,  relative  to  a 
joint  and  private  concern  they  had  in 
partnership  in  some  Firms  in  1193 
Fuslee,   ...         10,559  10    6 

4th.  Advanced  by  the  Raja 
through  Futteh  Chund,  Banker,  on  an 
Assignment  upon  the  Jagheer  Revenue  of 
the  Pergunnah  of  Khera  Mungrore,...     85,000     0     0 


Total   received  from  the  Raja, 95,559  10    6 


Aggregate  of  the  above,  Sicca  Rupees,      1,20,495     4    9 

Advanced  to  the  Raja  by  Sheo  Lall  Dobey  of 
Benares  on  account  of  the  arrears  due  from  Kulb  Ali 
under  certain  conditions,  .. . 


Anticipation  on  the  Revenues  of  1196  Fuslee, ... 
Total  of  ways  and  means,  equalizing  the 


85,000    0 

0 

2,05,495     4 
16613 

9 
3 

2,05,662    2 

0 

deficiency. 


,  On  the  above  ways  and  means,  the  Resident  submited  the  following^ 
remarks : — 

1st.  Out  of  the  first  article  the  sum  of  Riipees  9,000  was  paid 
in  at  Resident's  instance  by  the  house  of  Monohur  Dass,  on  the 
surety  of  the  Raja's  transferring  to  the  said  Banker  his  mortgage 
•on  a  house  in  Benares,  which  mortgage  had  been  granted  to  the  Raja  by 
the  owner,  Lalla  Seetul  Pershad,  as  a  security  for  his  balances  of  Revenue 
incurred  to  the  Raja  in  1194.  The  value  of  this  mortgage  had  not  yet  been 
realized  and,  as  the  Deeds  thereof  were  only  lodged  with  the  Banker  as  a 
collateral  security  till  the  Raja  should  pay  him  in  cash  by  the  sale  of  the 
premises,  this  remained  yet  to  be  effected,  and  the  Resident's  word  conse- 
quently stood  engaged  to  the  Bankers,  to  save  them  from  loss  on  the  loan. 
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but  he  had  reason  to  think  that  this  account  would  very  shortly  be  liqui- 
dated without  much  more  trouble  or  any  loss  to  either  the  Raja  or  the 
Banker. 

2ud.  The  manner  in  which  these  Rs.  14f,464)-7-3,  were  realized  to 
Government  had  been  already  reported  and  been  approved   by  the  Board. 

3rd.  The  Raja  had  no  objection  to  pay  the  Rs.  10,559-10-6,  men- 
tioned under  this  article  to  Government,  and  as  it  was  derived  from  an  im- 
proper revenue  concern  which  he  ought  not  to  have  entered  into,  and  as,  at 
all  events,  lie  was  fully  answerable  for  the  amount  of  his  settlement  (of  the 
collections  on  which  he  had  during  1195,  the  full  management),  the  Resi- 
dent thought  it  in  all  respects  reasonable  to  avail  himself  of  this  fund  for 
the  advantage  of  the  Public  Revenue. 

4th.  As  to  the  advance  made  by  the  Raja  of  85,000  Rs.  on  an 
assignment  on  his  Jagheer  Pergunnah  of  Khera  Mungrore,  he  never 
made  any  material  objection  to  the  Resident's  demand  on  him  to  that 
effect,  and  the  transactions  had  passed  before  the  Resident's  receipt  of 
Governor  General's  commands  of  the  23rd  of  October  last,  wherein  it  was 
signified  that  the  Board  "  do  not  wish  the  Resident  to  urge  him  (the 
Raja)  to  the  payment  of  any  sums  for  the  discharge  of  which  he  must 
deduct  from  the  amount  of  the  fund  for  his  own  personal  expenses." 
Had  this  intimation  reached  the  Resident  before  he  realized  the  85,000 
Rupees  in  question,  it  would  most  probably  have  altogether  prevented 
it,  but  the  Resident  owned  he  should  have  desisted  from  the  demand  with 
some  degree  of  reluctance,  because  he  thought  it  was  in  every  respect 
a  fair  one  on  the  Raja,  for  two  reasons.  First :  His  entire  responsibility 
for  the  amount  of  the  Settlement  of  1195,  the  failure  in  which  to  such  a 
degree  might  in  some  shape  be  ascribed  to  his  want  of  prudence  and  energy 
in  the  management,  and  Secondly :  Because  the  Pergunnahs  of  Khera 
and  Mungrore  were  granted  to  him  in  Jagheer  in  1784  or  1192  Fuslee> 
and  then  only  alienated  from  the  Public  Revenue  Funds  of  the  country 
in  his  favour,  (long  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Mukurery  or  permament 
Settlement  with  him  in  the  year  1189,)  upon  the  express  condition, 
as  noticed  in  Mr.  Hasting's  letter  on  that  subject  written  from  Benares 
in  October  1784,  that  "  those  districts  should  be  equally  answerable 
for  the  payment  of  his  stipulated  revenue  as  before ;"  and  as  the  real 
Jumma  thereof  amounted  to  84,000  Rs.  per  annum,  nothing,  or, 
at  most,  only  One  thousand  Rupees,  was  in  this  instance  taken  from  the 
Raja  beyond  what  Government  had  a  right  to.  And  to  show  the  local 
public  sense  as  to  how  this  matter  stood  it  might  be  again  here  noticed  that 
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the  Raja,  having  a  deficiency  in  the  Public  Revenue  to  the  amount  of 
60.000  Rs.  to  make  up  in  1193  Fuslee,  appeared  to  have  paid  40,000  there- 
of, as  from,  or  on  account  of  Khera  Mungrore,  of  which  he  had  only  effected 
the  real  alienation  about  a  month  or  two  before  Mr.  Fowke's  reorganisation, 
or  about  the  end  of  Kartick  1 1 93,  although  Mr.  Hasting's  conditional  Sun- 
nud  was  granted  a  twelve  month  before  that  period. 

5th,  The  particulars  relative  to  the  sum  advanced  by  Sheolal 
Dobeh  would  be  seen  at  length  on  reference  to  the  Resident's  Proceedings 
of  the  11th  of  September  last.  This  person  (Sheolal  Dobeh)  had  acted 
as  Kulb  Ali  Khan's  Banker  during  most  of  the  year  in  question,  and 
being  acquainted  with  his  collections  from  that  part  of  the  said  Khan's 
Farms  that  lie  near  Jounpore,  he  accompanied  Mr.  Neave,  when  that 
Gentleman  was  deputed,  as  mentioned  in  the  Resident's  address  of  the 
12th  of  September,  to  realize  the  balances  of  those  districts,  during  which, 
and  after  his  return,  Mr.  Neave  made  the  most  flattering  report  of  the 
said  Dobeh's  exertions  in  the  business  of  the  collections,  as  well  as  of 
the  earnest  desire  he  entertained  of  recommending  himself  to  Govern- 
ment. All  these  circumstances  led  to  the  subsequent  negociations  with 
that  Banker,  and  ended  in  his  agreeing  to  advance  to  the  Raja,  on  account 
of  the  Government  Rental,  the  sum  of  85,000  Rupees,  thus  far  to  supply 
the  deficiency  left  in  the  year's  Revenue  by  Kulb  Ali  Beg's  failure,  and  up- 
on the  conditions  specified  in  his  (Sheolal  Dobeh's)  questions  to  the  Raja 
and  the  Raja's  superscriptions  by  way  of  answer  thereto,  the  whole  authen- 
ticated by  the  Resident's  Official  Signature  to  testify  that  the  translation  had 
his  approbation  and  sanction,  without  which  Sheolal  Dobeh  would  not  have 
advanced  any  thing  to  the  Raja.  The  conditions  he  thus  stipulated  for,  were, 
in  substance,  that  two  Pergunnahs  or  Districts,  viz.,  Jounpore  and  the 
Pergunnah  of  Bhoilee,  were  to  remain  with  Kulb  Ali  Beg  as  their  renter, 
(Sheo  Lall  continuing,  in  like  manner,  the  Banker  and  Cashier),  on  a  moder- 
ate settlement,  till  such  time  as  the  surplus  of  the  collections  (after  paying 
the  Government  Revenue)  shall  have  reimbursed  Sheolal  Dobeh  his  Principal 
and  Interest,  which  (as  was  calculated)  might  thus  be  easily  effected  in  two 
or  three  years,  by  the  help,  more  especially,  of  what  he  might  have  realiz- 
ed from  Kulb  Ali  personally  ;  it  being  naturally  supposed  that  the  latter 
would  exert  himself  to  raise  some  part  of  the  aggregate,  which  his  Banker 
had  thus  engaged  for,  as  he  thereby  regained  his  liberty  and  obtained  in 
some  degree  the  means  of  retrieving,  as  far  as  possible,  his  character  and  for- 
tune in  life.  The  Resident  believed  that  Kulb  Ali  did  accordingly  raise  a 
small  amount  of  the  85,000  Rs.  in  question  ;  but  the  far  greater  propor- 
tion of  it  was  advanced  by  Sheolal  Dobeh,  who  had  since  become  himself  the 
Farmer  of  the  Mehals  in  question  in  the  manner  that  will  be  related  in 
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that  part  of  the  detail  of  the  settlement  for  1 196  to  the  recital  of  which 
the  Resident  now  proceeded. 

On  this  very  important  part  of  the  subject  of  the  present  ad- 
dress, the  Resident  referred  for  full  information  to  his  daily  proceedings, 
and  only  now  recapitulated  the  principal  heads  therein  detailed. 

The  collections  on  the  settlement  of  1 195  were  closed  about  the  begin- 
ning of  October,  and  on  the  7th  of  that  month,  before  the  Resident  received 
the  Governor  General's  commands  of  the  3rd,  he  communicated  to  the  Raja 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  system  that  had  been  introduced  by  the  new 
PoUahs,  issued  in  the  preceeding  months  of  July  and  August,  it  became 
essentially  necessary  for  the  Resident  to  take  a  principal  part  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  ensuing  settlement  for  1196,  as  well  to  ensure  the  obser- 
vance of  those  pottahs  as  to  find  funds  for  the  Government  Revenue, 
which  the  Raja  had  previously  intimated  some  doubts  of  the  Resident's 
being  able  to  raise  on  the  foundation  of  the  new  Regulations.  Of  this 
however,  the  Resident  confessed,  he  had  entertained  little  or  no  doubt  at 
the  time  of  this  last  conversation  with  the  Raja,  nor  for  sometime  after, 
although  the  failure  in  the  Khureef  crops  from  the  drought  did  then  begin 
to  threaten  a  serious  diminution  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  country, 
which,  in  the  sequel,  sustained  thereby  a  much  greater  diminution  than  the 
Resident  had  reason  to  reckon  upon,  when  he  first  intimated  the  probabili- 
ty of  this  calamity  in  his  letter  of  the  12th  September  1788.  But  however 
great  the  loss  might  prove,  and  however  unfavourable  the  season  might 
thence  become  for  attempting  a  reform,  neither  that,  nor  the  relief  neces- 
sary to  be  afforded  to  the  Country,  did  thence  become  the  less  requisite,  but, 
evidently,  the  more  so.  The  Resident  therefore  determined  to  persevere ; 
in  the  consolatory  reflection,  that  whatever  possible  discredit  might,  with  the 
unthinking  part  of  the  public  appear  to  attach  to  his  making  a  low  settle- 
ment, yet  the  Governor  General  would  do  him  justice  ;  and  the  consequ- 
ences on  the  country  would  hereafter  sufficiently  plead  the  Resident's  apo- 
logy. And  as  the  Raja  declared  his  most  ready  and  even  cheerful  concur- 
rence in  the  abovementioned  propositions,  the  Resident  determined  to  pro- 
ceed, having  at  the  same  time  signified  to  him  that  when  the  settlement  was 
concluded,  and  some  of  the  causes  of  his  last  year's  failure  thereby  obviated, 
he  would  with  pleasure  restore  to  him  the  management. 

A  few  days  after  this  explanation,  viz.,  on  the  10th  of  October, 
the  Governor  General's  letter  of  the  3rd,  arrived,  vesting  in  the  Resident 
discretional  authority  to  make  the  settlement,  and  to  employ  the  Raja 
therein  no  further  than  he  might  judge  advisable  and  salutary. 
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At  first  the  Resident's  design  was,  in  order  to  strike  at  the 
root  of  the  evils  of  an  enhanced  or  unequal  assassment,  not  to  fix  it  till 
the  extent  of  the  cultivation  of  1196,  and  the  accuracy  of  the  Canoongoe's 
several  statements  thereof,  should  have  been  ascertained  by  the  actual 
measurement  that  took  place  annually  as  a  matter  of  course  throughout  a 
considerable  part  of  this  country,  and  by  which  the  Ryot's  payments  were 
regulated.  By  assessing  upon  the  ascertained  cultivation  the  revenue  rates 
of  1187,  (according  to  the  plan  mentioned  in  letter  of  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber) this  would,  he  imagined,  have  formed  a  complete  and  satisfactory 
settlement,  founded  on  the  real  ability  of  the  country ;  and,  as  two  months 
of  the  year  must  necessarily  elapse  before  this  operation  could  take  place, 
the  Amils  and  Bankers  agreed  to  pay  the  KiMs  of  those  two  months  on 
account,  and  the  Farmers  were  authorized  to  collect,  for  that  purpose,  a 
proportion  of  2|  annas  during  the  entire  period  of  those  two  months,  on 
the  last  year's  assessments.  And  that  no  impediment  might  intervene  to 
the  regular  payment  of  the  Revenue  of  Government  for  those  two  months, 
the  Shroffs  obtained  from  the  Resident  a  written  assurance,  that  he 
would  cause  the  Amils  fairly  to  liquidate  their  accounts  with  them  for  this 
first  part  of  the  year ;  which  writing  had  since  been  returned  and  cancel- 
led in  consequence  of  the  engagement  on  the  Resident's  part  having  been 
performed. 

But,  upon  further  consideration,  the  Resident  found  that  the 
scheme  of  a  general  mensuration  previous  to  the  settlement  would  be  im- 
practicable from  the  length  of  time  it  would  take  up ;  besides  that,  in  fact, 
as  the  annual  resources  of  the  country  depended  on  two  distinct  harvests, 
the  Khureef  and  the  Ruhhee,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  wait  till  the 
latter  was  advanced,  or  rather  to  have  had  two  measurements  to  stamp  on 
the  operation  all  the  certainty  the  Resident  was  desirous  of ;  which  sup- 
posed certainty  might  after  all  have  proved  delusive  and  fallacious  from 
the  duplicity  and  deceit  that  might  be  expected  to  be  used  in  its  progress 
by  the  natives.  These  united  considerations  induced  the  Resident  to  give 
up  the  original  design  of  a  previous  measurement,  and  determine  on  ma- 
king the  settlement  by  the  next  surest  criterion,  vi«.,  the  Canoongoe's  re- 
ports and  estimates  of  the  state  of  the  actual  produce  compared  with 
their  former  accounts,  and  corroborated  by  the  Resident's  own  judgment, 
aided  by  that  of  the  most  experienced  native  officers,  and  tried,  in  some 
instances,  by  the  examinations  on  oath  of  the  Canoongoes  in  those  pergim- 
nahs  where  the  apparent  defalcation  of  the  funds  was  the  most  alarming. 

.   Previous    to  and  as  the  basis  of  the    settlement  of  each    per- 
gunnah,  the  Resident  had  before  him  its  Jumma  and  Abwab  (or  rental  and 
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subsidi&Ty  taxes)  for  1 1 87  Fuslee,  (the  year  according  to  which  the  future 
rates  payable  by  the  Ryots  were  to  be  settled),  and  the  same  accounts  for 
1 1 95,  or  the  latest  assessment ;  thus  including  and  exhibiting  the  Funds 
of  the  two  extreme  years  to  .be  compared  with  the  Doul  or  estimate  of 
those  for  the  present  as  delivered  in  by  the  Canoongoes.  From  which  Doul, 
1st,  the  Dehyek,  or  10  per  cent,  to  the  Amil  for  his  profits  and  the  charges 
of  Mofussil  management, — 2ndly,  the  head  of  Maafy  and  Mujray  (being^ 
certain  articles  of  usual  deduction  and  remission), — 3rdly,  the  amount  of 
the  Canoongoe's  Ifankar  or  allowances  in  the  lands  assigned  to  them  in 
each  Pergunnah,  and  l-thly  and  lastly,  the  half  of  the  former  Bhuray  (viz., 
the  moiety  thereof  paid  by  the  Amils  to  the  Bankers,)  being  severally 
deducted,  the  residue  or  remaining  part  of  the  gi:oss  funds  as  contained 
in  the  Canoongoe's  estimate  or  Doul,  (each  of  which  Douls,  with  the 
above  stated  deductions  from  them,  were  entered  in  the  proceedings),  con- 
stituted the  sum  to  be  paid  by  the  Amils  to  Government,  as  had  been  the 
seneral  rule  of  the  settlement. 

As  only  half  the  former  Bhuray  had  been  thus  allowed  as  a  deduc- 
tion to  the  Renters,  this  led  the  Resident  to  mention,  that  in  the  beginning 
of  the  settlement  he  thought  it  best,  for  the  reasons  assigned  under  date 
the  18th  of  December  1788,  entirely  to  abolish  the  several  articles  of 
Nuzerana,  Government's  Bhuray  and  all  other  Russooms  whatsoever  on 
the  settlement ;  to  which  this  proved  no  cause  of  diminution,  since  the 
assessment  of  revenue  on  the  country  was  founded  on  the  gross  produce 
without  the  deduction  of  those  articles,  which  must  have  taken  place  in  like 
manner  with  the  half  of  the  Bhuray,  still  payable  to  the  Bankers,  had  they 
been  nominally  retained  in  the  settlement.  Their  abolition  was  therefore 
merely  nominal  or  unattended  with  any  real  loss,  and  the  Resident  had  in 
view  from  it,  as  well  the  simplification  of  the  accounts  of  Government,  as 
the  preclusion  and  abolition  of  every  opening  that  might  be  left  to  irregu- 
lar practices,  for  which,  it  was  almost  needless  for  the  Resident  here  to 
notice,  the  Nuzerana  and  Government's  share  of  the  Bhuray,  together 
with  the  Russoom  Khazana  &a,  (being  all,  except  the  Bhuray.  novelties, 
or  rather  excrescences,  introduced  on  this  settlement  since  the  expulsion 
of  Cheyt  Sing)  had  already  afforded  too  much  cause.  The  Resident  there- 
fore trusted  that  the  Governor  General  would  approve  of  his  having,  with 
at  least  the  best  intentions,  taken  this  opportunity,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power, 
to  obviate  their  recurrence.  There  remained  now  only  one  denomination  of 
Land  Revenue  at  Benares  viz.,  the  Mai,  and  the  Resident  thought  there 
never  should  be  another  allowed. 

A  monopoly  of  the  trade  in  the  Suijee  produced  in  the  Zemin- 
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daree  having,  for  these  two  or  three  years  past,  been  let  in  farm  under 
the  Raja's  authority  to  the  detriment  of  the  trade  in  cloth  manufactures, 
and  without  producing  any  adequate  consideration  to  revenue,  as  the 
Jumma  thereof  for  last  year  amounted  only  to  Rs.  3,000,  the  Resident 
took  the  opportunity  of  the  present  year's  settlement  altogether  to  abolish 
it,   and  to  declare  the  trade  free  and  open  to  all  adventurers. 

The  Kistbundee  of  the  Amils,  or  the  instalments  by  which 
they  were  to  pay  their  Revenue,  became  the  next  object  of  the  Resident's 
attention.  In  the  Mofussil  as  far  as  regards  the  collections  made  from  the 
Ryots  the  period  never  extended  beyond  the  month  of  Jeyth,  or  the  ninth 
month  of  the  year,  which  was  wisely  concerted  with  a  view  to  leave  the  Ryots 
at  liberty  from  the  commencement  of  the  next  month,  Assar,  to  carry  on 
their  ploughing  and  cultivation  for  the  ensuing  year  beginning  three  months 
afterwards,  or  from  the  1st  of  Aasin,  so  that  during  those  three  intermediate 
months  there  should,  strictly  speaking,  be  no  collections  in  the  MofussiL 
The  Resident  was  informed  that  during  Bulwunt  Sing's  time  this  mode  was 
observed,  and  that  the  Sudder  Kistbundee  or  the  Amil's  payments  to  his 
Treasury  extended  only  to  ten  months,  or  to  the  end  of  Assar,  (being  one 
month  beyond  that  of  the  Mofussil),  but  in  Cheyt  Sing's  time  this  strict- 
ness, in  regard  to  the  period  of  the  Sudder  Kistbundee,  began  to  relax,  and, 
since  his  expulsion,  it  had  been  completely  set  aside  by  allowing  all  the 
annual  renters'  Kistbundees  to  run  to  the  end  of  Bhadoon,  the  last  month 
of  the  twelve,  and  their  authority  and  exactions  in  the  Mofussil,  on  plea 
of  their  outstanding  balances,  to  operate  during  the  three  months  allot- 
ted to  the  cultivation,  to  which  cause  alone  might  be  very  principally 
ascribed  a  great  part  of  the  diminution  in  the  cultivation  of  the  country. 
To  obviate  this  evil,  the  Resident  determined  on  restricting  the  Sudder  and 
Mofussil  Kistbundees  to  their  former  period,  fixing  the  latter  in  the  propor- 
tion of  Ei<^ht  annas,  or  one  moiety  of  the  rental,  on  the  Khureef,  and  the 
other  on  the  Rubbee  Harvest 

On  the  general  terras  aforesaid  the  formation  of  the  settlement 
was  proceeded  with  from  the  13th  of  December  1788  till  the  end  of  the 
month,  and  a  new  form  of  Cabooleeut  (of  which  a  translation  stood  record- 
ed in  the  proceedings)  was  fixed  to  be  taken  thereon  from  all  the  Amils.  In 
this  the  Doul  of  the  Canoongoes  and  the  deductions  made  therefrom,  and 
the  forms  of  the  new  Pottahs  to  the  Ryots,  as  issued  in  Assar  preceeding, 
being  inserted,  the  Amils  agreed  to  consider  all  these  as  essential  and  funda- 
mental conditions  of  their  settlement ;  to  demand  no  Abwab  from  the  Ryots 
established  since  1187,  nor  for  the  Canoongoe's  allowances,  nor  the  Banker's 
half  of  the  Bhuray,  (both  which  were  deducted  in  the  Doul).  The  usual 
clauses  against  collecting   Inland  Duties  and  for  being  answerable  for  rob- 
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berries  within  their  respective  limits,  were  added  and  a  similar  form  of  the 
engagement  ior  under-leases  was  recorded. 

Thus  the  settlement  gradually  advanced,  the  funds  and  ability  of 
each  Perguunah  being  separately  considered  and  determined  on.  In  some 
instances  something  more,  (from  the  necessity  of  aiding  the  Government 
Revenue,  and  the  idea  that  the  Canoongoe's  statements  might  not  al- 
ways be  perfectly  full  and  correct),  was  fixed  as  the  rent,  even  on  the 
annual  settlements,  over  and  above  what  the  Canoongoe's  accounts  shewed 
funds  for,  and  there  were  but  very  few  instances  where  anything  less  had 
been  taken  than  their  Douls  gave  room  to  hope  could  be  realiaed  with 
safety  to  the  country. 

The  Resident  was  in  two  instances  prevented  from  taking  the  amount 
that  would  be  payable  according  to  the  Canoongoe's  Doul,  in  consequence  of 
the  holders  possessing  and  exhibiting  Istumraree  Sunnuds  issued  in  their 
favor  by  Mr.  Fowke  and  the  Raja.  In  these  cases,  all  the  Resident  thought 
himself  authorized  to  do,  was  to  prepare  an  account  of  the  loss  thus  sus- 
tained by  Government,  and  to  take  an  agreement  from  the  parties  to  pay 
the  full  Jumma  should  Government  disapprove  of  the  grants.  The  differ- 
ence between  what  was  now  paid  under  these  Istumraree  Sunnuds,  and  the 
proper  rental,  was  about  Rs.  13,000,  and  from  the  correspondence  with  the 
Raja  on  this  subject  and  his  own  views  of  it,  he  thought  that  the  determi- 
nation on  the  resumption  should  be  left  open,  till  he  should  have  laid  before 
the  Board  a  general  report  on  all  Sunnuds  of  this  nature,  which  he  propos- 
ed to  prepare  and  submit  by  or  before  the  end  of  the  Fuslee  year. 

Finding  that  a  few  villagers  had  been  very  improperly  and  recently 
alienated  from  the  Revenue  by  the  Farmers  of  Jounpore  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Raja  or  of  Government,  the  Resident  had  resumed  them  to  the 
amount  of  Rs.  1,044-12-6. 

The  Resident  intended  also  to  have  availed  himself  of  about 
4000  Rs.  of  Jumma  unduly  alienated  by  the  Raj>a  in  Jagheer  in  the  Per- 
gunnah  of  Dhoos,  and  in  a  farm  called  Hurhooa„  to-  liis  favourite  Duleep  Sing ; 
but  the  Resident  found  him  so  averse  thereto,  and  he  urged  that  the  re- 
sumption would  so  affect  his  credit,  that  he  relinquished  this  resource, 
which  might  have  been  appropriated  in  favor  of  Goveriunent. 

However  small  in  their  amount,  these  were  felt  by  the  Resident 
as  sacrifices  of  some  moment,  and  he  yielded  to  them  with  reluctance 
in  proportion  as  the  progress  of  the  settlement  exposed  to  view  the  inabi- 
lity of  the  country,  reduced  by  the  causes  already   described  and  the  tem- 
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porary  calamity  of  the  drought,  to  bear  the  Government  rental.  The 
principal  defalcation  turned  out  to  exist  in  the  large  pergunnahs  of  Zehoo- 
rabad  and  Puchotur,  Kuntit  and  Secunderpoor,  and  the  causes  thereof,  as 
ascertained  on  the  oaths  of  the  Canoongoee,  were  assigned  to  be  a  series  of 
former  years'  mismanagement,  the  consequent  neglect  of  the  cultivation, 
and  the  calamity  arising  from  the  present  year's  drought. 

Upon  this  alarming  appearance,  the  Resident  thought  it  his 
duty  to  retrench,  as  far  as  possible,  all  the  charges  on  the  Mai  or  Fund  for 
the  public  Revenue,  that  as  much  of  it  as  possible  might  be  realized  into 
the  public  Treasury.  He  therefore  wrote  to  the  Raja  to  reduce  some  part 
of  the  unnecessary  train  of  horse  and  foot  servants  kept  up  by  him 
on  plea  of  being  useful  in  the  collections,  whereas  in  fact  they  were 
scarcely  ever  employed  in  that  capacity.  This  application  appeared  to  hurt 
the  Raja,  and  in  his  answer  he  indulged  himself  in  some  remarks  on  the 
settlement,  to  which  the  Resident  replied,  and  as  the  whole  stood  recorded 
the  Resident  left  the  merits  of  the  question  to  the  judgment  of  those  who 
might  peruse  the  correspondence. 

The  Raja's  temporary  ill  humour  did  not  however  cause  the  Resident 
to  desist  from  his  purpose,  being  perfectly  sensibly  that  his  claim  was  equally 
founded  in  justice  and  expediency,  and  he  only  regretted  that  he  had  not 
enforced  it  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  by  which  a  saving,  (which  was 
in  fact  so  much  gain  of  revenue),  would  have  ensued  of  Rs.  21,504,  whereas 
from  the  Resident  not  being,  till  about  the  beginning  of  the  present  English 
year,  aware  of  the  necessity,  and  from  the  Raja's  delaying  for  a  month  after 
the  Resident's  requisition,  to  carry  it  into  effect,  it  would  only  amount  for 
the  current  year  1196,  to  Rs,  13,533.-0-0.  In  fact,  did  the  Raja  know  and 
pursue  his  true  interest,  he  ought  to  be  thankful  to  tiie  Resident  for  thus 
relieving  him  from  a  useless  burthen  ;  and  although  the  saving  this  year 
would  go  to  make  up  the  Government  rental,  yet,  if  the  Raja  chose  to  main- 
tain it,  it  would  in  future  years  prove  to  him  so  much  clear  and  additional 
gain. 

In  this  stage  of  the  business  of  the  settlement,  having  at  length 
procured  the  major  part  of  the  Canoongoe's  statements,  the  Resident  pre- 
pared a  general  estimate  in  two  forms,  of  what  their  total  amount  might 
turn  out, — 1st,  On  the  footing  of  leases  for  one  year  only,  and  2nd,  on  a 
calculation  or  estimate  of  what  the  farmers  of  many  of  the  reduced  districts 
might  be  induced  to  agree  to  as  a  surplus,  even  on  the  present  year's  Jum- 
ma,  in  consideration  of  their  farms  being  let  to  them  for  the  certain  period 
of  five  years  upon  an  increasing  Jumma. 
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The  result  of  this  rough  estimate  was,  that  by  letting  all  the 
Pergunnahs  on  leases  of  one  year,  only  35,28,633. 13-0  would  be  obtained, 
and  that  by  fixing  five  year's  leases  for  such  of  them  as  were  most  decayed, 
36,01,863-14-6  might,  perhaps,  be  procured,  from  which  the  rental  might, 
by  a  gradual  annual  increase  on  these  Mehals  thus  let  for  five  years,  be 
raised  in  the  fifth  and  last  to  above  38,00,000,  which  was  as  high  as  Govern- 
ment ought,  perhaps,  ever  to  wish  to  raise  or  maintain  the  Mofussil  rental 
of  this  country. 

Upon  the  most  mature  consideration  of  the  project,  it  appeared 
to  the  Resident  proper  to  be  adopted  on  every  account,  as  well  for  the 
present  advantage  as  for  the  future  benefit  of  the  country,  for  it  was  cer- 
tain that  pergunnahs,  once  reduced  and  impoverished,  could  never  improve 
or  be  eflfectually  restored  under  the  operation  of  annual  settlements,  in 
which  the  inhabitants  were  liable  to  constant  changes  of  interior  manage- 
ment, and  to  all  the  rapacity  incident  to  the  insecurity  of  annual  tenures. 
Havinsr  also  sanction  for  this  measure  in  the  letter  of  the  3rd  October, 
provided  the  Raja  gave  his  assent,  and  the  Raja  having  himself  advised 
the  measure  in  the  correspondence  on  the  settlement,  the  Resident  pro- 
ceeded therefore  to  negociate  with  some  of  the  more  substantial  Amils, 
who  had  before  entered  into  engagements  for  one  year  to  the  extent  of  the 
Canoongoe's  Douls,  to  know  what  increase  they  would  engage  for,  should 
their  annual  be  converted  into  a  five  year's  settlement,  and  the  Resident 
did  in  consequence  thereby  obtain  some  addition  to  the  present  year's 
rental  (though  not  so  much  as  he  had  calculated  upon  in  the  aboveraention- 
ed  estimate),  and  at  the  same  time  procured,  what  was  of  more  conse- 
quence, a  security  or  complete  conviction  that  the  Mehals,  thus  let  for  five 
years  on  a  moderate  increasing  J  umma,  would,  before  three  years  of  the 
leases  expired,  be  restored,  after  having  lately  been  more  than  half  waste, 
to  an  almost  entire  state  of  cultivation. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  address  it  had  been  mentioned  that  with 
regard  to  the  settlements  of  the  Pergunnahs  of  Bhoilee  and  of  Jounpore, 
the  Resident  was  not  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  those  two  divisions  of  the 
country  entirely  as  he  himself  had  wished,  from  the  engagements  which 
he  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  sanctioning  with  Sheolal  Dobeh,  on 
account  of  the  arrears,  or  rather  total  failure,  of  Kulb  Ali  Beg.  Yet 
feeling  a  strong  aversion  to  permit  the  said  Beg  to  avail  himself  so  far  of 
his  own  wrong  as  to  convert  into  the  very  means  of  maintaining  himself 
in  a  situation,  which  even  his  good  behaviour  might  not  (considering  the 
impolicy  of  large  farms)  have  procured  his  continuance  in,  and,  standing 
himself  engaged  only  to  Sheolal  Dobeh,  (who  had  been  during  the  greatest 
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part  of  last  year  employetl  in  the  collections  of  Jouupore  under  Mr.  Neave), 
the  Resident  proposed  to  the  said  Dobeh  to  become  himself  the  farmer, 
on  the  same  terras  as  to  Jumma  as  was  to  have  been  fixed  for  Kulb  Ali 
Beg,  which  the  former  agreeing  to,  the  said  Beg  was  thus  excluded  from 
all  revenue  concerns  in  this  country  and  sent  to  Ali  Ibrahim  Khan's 
Adawlut  for  the  adjustment  of  the  very  heavy  embezzlements  or  misappro- 
priations that  had  appeared,  even  since  the  Resident's  letter  of  the  12th  of 
September,  to  have  been  made  from  the  amount  of  his  Mofussil  collections 
for  the  last  year,  1195. 

In  this  manner  the  Resident  made  a  settlement  with  Shcolal  Dobeh 
of  the  Pergunnahs  of  Bhoileo  for  one,  and  of  that  of  Jounpore  and  its  de- 
pendancies  for  five  years,  in  consideration,  as  to  the  last,  of  a  small  gradual 
increase  given  for  the  interest  of  a  terra  of  years,  which  he  acquired  therein. 
And  it  was  proper  here,  once  for  all,  to  remark  that  these  additions  to  the 
settlement  on  a  term  of  years  throughout  the  Zemindaree  were,  as  far  as 
regards  the  present  year,   stipulated  not  to  be  raised  from  the  Ryots,  and 
were,  as  such,  distinguished  and  added  to  the  Canoongoe's  Doul  inserted  in 
the  Amil's  Pottah  and  Cabooleeut  under  a  stipulation,  taken  from  the  Amils 
thus  contracting,  and  a  consequent  instruction  to  the  Canoongoes,    (who 
possessed  in  this  country  a  great  influence  in  carrying  on  the  collections), 
that  they  were  only  to  assess,  for  the  Amil's  realization,  the  amount  of  the 
payable  part  of  their  own  Doul  on  the  country.     At  the  same  time  the 
Resident  did  not  expect  that  this  moderation  would  be  observed  in  all  cases 
where  the  state  of  the  crop  could  furnish  funds  equivalent  to  the  increase  ; 
and,   where  it  could  not,  the  Resident  had   little  or  no  doubt  but  the  five 
years'  Amils,  who  were,  in  general,  men  of  very  considerable  personal  wealth 
and  character,  would  for  their  own  interest  resist  any  temptation  to  exaction 
that  might  injure  their  next  four  years*  profits  as  well  as  preclude  that  re- 
putation and  good  name,   which   the   Resident  had  endeavoured  to  inspire 
them  with  a  desire  of  acquiring   in  their  respective   situations ;  whence  ho 
trusted  that  a  degree  of  emulation  was  kindled  amongst  them,  to  excel  each 
other  in  regard  to  the  good   treatment  of  the  Ryots  and  the  promotion   of 
the  cultivation  within  their  several  boundaries. 

In  the  settlement  with  Sheolal  Dobeh,  the  Resident  reserved  or 
set  aside  to  him  out  of  the  ascertained  productive  Revenue  Funds 
of  the  country  from  Bhoilce,  Rs.  25,063-15-3,  and  from  Jounpore,  Rs. 
19,176-3-6,  total  the  sum  of  Rupees  44,240-2-9,  towards  the  liquidation 
of  his  advance  for  the  Revenue  of  1195,  which  had  thus  become,  in  fact  a 
4;harge  on  the  present  and  future  Revenue  funds  till  the  period  of  its 
liquidation ;  nor  should  any  consideration  but  that  of  this  painful  necessity 
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have  induced  the  Resident  thus  to  grant  such  a  large  extent  of  farm  to  the 
said  Dobeh,  and  intending,  in  this  view,  to  separate  the  tenures  of  Bhoilee 
and  Jounporefrom  the  beginning  of  next  year,  the  Resident  declined  grant- 
ing him  a  five  years'  lease  for  the  former,  which  he  would  also  have  taken 
had  the  Resident  been   disposed  to  have  granted  it. 

The  very  decayed  but  extensive  Pergunnah  of  Secunderpoor,  the 
Resident  tendered  to  Shunker  Pundit,  the  late  acting  Naib,  a  man  of  whose 
character  for  honesty  and  firmness,  he  had  the  best  opinion.  The  Board 
would  find  detailed  in  the  proceedings  the  very  exhausted  state  of  this  Per- 
gunnah, but  the  Resident  believed  it  to  be  now  one  of  the  happiest  in  the 
Zamindaree,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  progress  of  its  restoration  would 
be  also  among  the  most  rapid  and  sensible.  The  man,  the  Resident  had 
committed  it  to,  was,  he  thought,  from  his  head  and  heart,  very  well  calcu- 
lated for  the  important  and  benevolent  task  assigned  to  him,  of  which  the 
Board  might  form  some  judgment  from  his  having  of  his  own  accord  decla- 
red he  would  take  no  securities  from  his  undertenants,  (although  the  system 
was  here  general),  since,  as  he  argued,  if  not  oppressed,  they  would  not  run 
away.  In  short,  the  Resident  had  only  to  regret,  that  although  he  had  done 
his  utmost  to  select  the  best  Amils,  he  had  been  able  to  find  but  few,  if  any, 
equal  to  Shunker  Pundit ;  notwithstanding  which,  the  Raja,  who  was  no 
wellwisher  of  his,  endeavoured  to  embarrass  the  Resident  about  his  choice 
of  this  man,  by  insinuating,  after  the  settlement  was  made  with  him,  that  he 
could  have  got  more  revenue  from  the  Pergunnah  than  Shunker  Pundit  had 
agreed  to  pay.  This  might  perhaps  be  the  case;  but  the  Resident's  de- 
sign being  to  foster,  and,  if  possible,  restore,  and  not  to  extinguish  the 
small  remaining  means  of  recovery  that  the  Pergunnah  might  still  possess, 
he  did  not  much  regard  the  Raja's  ill-timed  solicitude  to  come  to  his  aid  on 
this  occasion,  neither  did  the  issue  of  his  communication  render  very  pro- 
bable that  he  could,  after  all,  have  effected  what  he  proposed,  had  the  Re- 
sident been  ever  so  desirous  of  concurring  in  his  suggestions. 

The  principal  Ranee  and  widow  of  the  late  Raja  Bulwunt  Sing 
had  always  been  in  the  habit  of  farming  two  or  three  Pergunnahs,  viz. 
Rhaloopoor,  (in  which  the  palace  of  Ramnagur  is  situated),  and  Kus- 
war  or  Gungapoor  (the  original  or  family  Zemindaree  of  the  Rajas  of 
Benares),  to  which,  at  her  request,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  Resi- 
dent added  an  adjoining  Mehal  called  Kerowna,  whereof,  however,  he  had 
soon  some  cause  to  repent,  as  he  could  not  afterwards  get  from  her  or  the 
Raja  the  rent  that  others  would  have  given  for  it,  insomuch  that  the  Resi- 
dent lost  at  least  3,500  Rs,  upon  this  bargain. 

However,  these  occasional  concerns  of  the  Raja's  family  were  the 
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only  instances  wherein  the  Resident  did  not  take  and  get  to  the  full  M 
much  on  the  settlement  as  he  thought  the  country  equal  to,  with  any 
regard  to  its  future  prosperity  and  improvement.  In  one  or  two  instances 
where  the  Resident  entertained  some  doubts  of  the  full  value  of  the  Per- 
gunnah  being  offered,  he  obtained  better  terms  than  had  been  at  first  ten- 
dered by  raising  a  competition  between  rival  farmers,  that  so  at  the  end  of 
the  settlement  his  fear  was,  lest  he  had  laid  on  too  heavy  an  assessment 
rather  than  that  he  has  given  up  any  fair  and  proper  right  of  Government, 

There  being  something  particular  in  the  settlement  made  with 
Kaja  Adil  Sah  of  the  Pergunnah  of  Burhur  and  Agoree,  the  Resident 
submitted  the  circumstances  thereof. 

By  the  Board's  order  of  the  11th  of  April  1788,  his  Jagheer 
of  8,000  Rs.  per  annum  was  to  be  resumed  and  a  Mokurrury  settlement 
made  with  him  for  life  on  easy  terms.  To  these  orders  the  Raja  warmly 
objected,  alleging  that  it  bore  hard  upon  him  to  be  made  the  only  sufferer, 
among  all  the  Jagheerdars  and  Pensioners  of  the  Company,  by  resumption 
of  his  Jagheer  ;  and  he  further  urged,  that  the  Board  had  not  before  them 
translations  of  his  two  previous  Sunnuds  from  Mr.  Hastings  when  they 
decided  on  his  right,  both  with  regard  to  the  immediate  termination  of  the 
Jagheer,  and  that  of  the  Zamindaree  with  his  own  life.  He  accordingly 
now  produced  those  further  Sunnuds  which  his  Agent  had  neglected  to 
exhibit  at  the  time  of  the  Resident's  report  of  the  16th  February,  1788, 
being  written,  and,  although  the  Resident  hardly  supposed  that  anything 
in  them  would  alter  the  Board's  decision,  yet,  that  no  injury  might  accrue 
to  the  Raja  through  negligence  on  his  part,  he  had  recorded  translations 
of  all  his  Sunnuds  from  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  proceedings.  But  with  regard 
to  the  resumption  of  his  Jagheer  of  8,000  Rupees  per  annum,  it  had  ap- 
peared, since  the  issuing  of  the  order  for  that  purpose,  that  this  could  not 
be  very  easily  and  entirely  effected  with  a  due  regard  to  prior  engagements, 
contracted  in  the  name  of  the  Company  by  Mr.  Treves  when  acting 
Resident,  as  would  be  observed  by  that  gentleman's  report.  From  this  and 
from  the  translation  of  the  Bond  and  from  the  other  Papers  on  this  subject, 
recorded  in  the  proceedings,  it  appeared  that  Raja  Adil  Sah,  falling  in 
arrears  in  the  payment  of  his  current  Kists,  Mr.  Treves,  caused  Sheolal 
Dobeh  to  advance  to  him,  for  the  payment  of  revenue,  the  sum  of  Rs. 
20,226,  on  the  mortgage  of  his  Jagheer,  which  Mr.  Treves  then  believed 
to  be  for  that  Raja's  life,  and  did  therefore,  (as  stated  in  his  report),  official- 
ly countersign  or  attest  the  mortgage  which  Sheolal  Dobeh  had  certainly 
a  right  from  that  time  to  consider  as  transferred  and  secured  to  him  by 
Government.  Thinking  it  therefore  incumbent  on  him  to  make  some  pro- 
vision for  Sheolal  Dobeh 's  security  on  this  head,  the  Resident  had,  (subject 
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to  the  Governor  General's  approbation  or  alteration),  made  a  settlement 
with  Raja  Adil  Sah  for  his  life,  by  which  he  was  to  pay  for  the  Pergun- 
nahs  of  Burhur  and  Agoree,  (that  of  Bijeh  Ghur  being  separated),  the 
annual  sum  of  Rs.  59,000,  including  4,000  Rs.  (or  half  of  his  former 
Malikana),  which  was  to  be  deducted  therefrom  and  appropriated  to  the 
liquidation  of  his  debt  to  Sheolal  Dobeh,  which,  on  this  footing,  would 
require  at  least  six  or  seven  years  to  be  fully  paid  off ;  and  considering 
Adil  Sah's  age  and  infirmities,  it  was  not  probable  he  would  long,  if  at 
all,  survive  that  period.  Wherefore  the  Company's  bounty  would  in  all 
likelihood  be  no  longer  applied  than  it  was  already  appropriated  by  the 
late  acting  Resident's  attestation  of  Sheolal  Dobeh's  bond  ;  and,  at  all 
events,  the  Resident  believed  that  the  said  Raja's  jumma  was  settled 
(including  the  proposed  remission)  at  full  as  much  as,  if  not,  perhaps,  more 
than  that  country  could  in  its  present  state,  quite  easily  bear,  and  the 
Resident  would  even  have  been  inclined  to  assess  it  somewhat  lower,  but 
for  the  painful  expediency  of  endeavouring  to  reconcile,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  relief  to  be  afforded  to  the  country  with  the  immediate  pecuniary  in- 
terests of  the  Honorable  Company. 

Having  on  the  occasion  of  the  settlement  of  the  Pergunnah 
of  Mohgra,  taken  into  consideration  the  very  criminal  conduct  of  Sheo 
Dyal,  (as  noticed  in  the  Resident's  address  of  the  12th  of  September  last), 
a  rebellious  and  absconded  Zemindar  of  the  village  of  Bominea,  therein 
situated,  (whose  contumacy  and  hostility  stood  repeatedly  and  fully  repre- 
sented in  the  course  of  the  last  Fuslee  year,  by  the  farmer  as  well  as  by 
Mr.  Neave,  when  on  deputation  into  that  Pergunnah,)  and  being  clear- 
ly of  opinion  that  there  was  a  necessity,  for  the  sake  of  example,  to 
enforce  the  penalty  then  denounced,  (as  authorized  and  directed  by  the 
regulations  of  Government  in  such  instances),  against  the  said  Sheo  Dyal, 
in  case  he  should  not  surrender  and  make  his  appearance  within  the  time 
limited,  (which  he  totally  neglected  and  avoided  doing) ;  the  Resident  there- 
fore deemed  it  strictly  his  duty,  on  the  occasion  of  the  present  year's  settle- 
ment, to  declare  Sheo  Dyal  to  have  forfeited  and  to  stand  entirely  disposses- 
sed of  the  said  village  of  Bominea,  and  he  granted  the  same  on  the  like  terms 
and  conditions  as  the  land  in  question  was  held  by  the  said  Sheo  Dyal,  to 
Dirgpaul,  the  son  of  Dhun  Sing,  who  had  acted  as  a  collector  of  the  per- 
gunnah since  the  beginning  of  the  present  or  current  Fuslee  year  1196,  and 
possessed  sufficient  natural  influence  in  that  part  of  the  country  to  main- 
tain this  possession  and  exclude  Sheo  Dyal,  without  the  aid  of  a  Military 
force  on  the  part  of  Government.  The  Resident  thought  he  needed  not 
solicit  confirmation  to  this  necessary  act  of  justice,  as  the  Board  would,  he 
trusted,  believe  that,  were  he  not  satisfied  in  his  own   mind  of  its  essential 
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expediency  and  propriety,  lie  would  nerthcr  himself  have  proceeded  to  such 
a  length,  nor  now  propose  it  for  the  Board's  approbation. 

Under  the  circumstanees  before  stated  the  settlement  had  been 
made  at  first  on  an  idea  of  one  year's  lease,  but  owing  to  the  insufficiency 
of  this  and  with  a  view  of  promoting  the  improvement  of  the  country,  a 
great  part  of  these  leases  were  afterwards  extended  to  terms  of  five  years, 
the  particulars  and  result  of  all  which  would  be  found  in  the  accounts, 
whereof  the  following  was  the  abstract. 

Mookuramil  jumma,  or  full  Mai  rental,  (not 
dncluding  the  Abwab),  as  already  deduced  in  a  former 
part  of  this  address,  .,.42,11,797     15     6 

Defalcation  in  the  funds   of 
119G   from    those   of    1195       Rs.  5,29,260    2    9 

Increase  in  Do.— Do.  1,45,979    €    <» 

Real  Defalcation  1,83,280     12    3 


The  real  funds  for  1196,  whereon  to  ma,ke 
the  Settlement,  40,28,517      3    3 


As  to  the  above  stated  defalcation  of  Rs.  1 ,83,280-1 2-3  from  1 1 95 
to  1196,  it  was  certainly  owing  to  two  very  evident  causes,  the  first  the 
severity  of  the  Raja's  collections  in  1195,  the  second  the  drought  in  Sep- 
tember and  October  incinding  the  defect  of  the  last  rainy  season  in  general, 
by  which  nearJy  all  the  Tioe  and  several  other  articles  of  the  Khureef  harvest 
were  lost.  For  proofs  and  elucidations  of  both  these  causes  it  was  needed 
only  to  refer  to  the  Resident's  proceedings  on  the  settlement,  with  this  fur- 
ther observation,  founded  on  his  own  firm  conviction  and  general  opinion, 
that  had  the  same  want  of  attention  been  shown  to  the  cultivation  of  1 197 
as  was  proved  to  liave  been  to  that  of  1195;  or  had  not,  on  the  contrary, 
the  most  strenuous  exertions  in  the  Resident's  power  been  used  to  promote 
it  by  obliging  the  Raja  to  appoint  Ameens,  by  advancing  Tuccavee,  and  by 
the  new  Regulations  for  fixing  the  rates  of  the  demand  on  the  Ryots,  the  de- 
falcation would  have  greatly  exceeded  that  of  1194  and  1195,  instead  of  not 
beinc'  equal  to  one  half  of  it.  Nothing  could  perhaps  set  forth  in  stronger 
color  the  culpability  of  the  neglect,  (with  whomsoever  it  uested),  of  the  cul- 
tivation of  1195  than  this  comparison. 


SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  BENARES.  89 

The  settlement  of  1196  was  contained  in  the  accounts,  the  follow- 
ing abstract  of  which  was  here  inserted. 

Gross  funds  for  it,  as  above  deduced  from  the 
account,  40,28,517    3    3 

Deduct  the  separate  land  Malikana  of  Raja    , 
Ram  Gholara,  included  in  the  above,  37,500     0     6 

Nett  Mai  funds  for  the  Settlement, 39,91,017    2    9 

Add  Abwab  taxes  of  1187  Fuslee  as  per  the 
regulation  of  the  25th  of  June  1778  by  which  all 
other  Abwabs  were  abolished, 87,679    3    0 


Total  of  Mai  and  Abwab,        40,78.696    5     9 

Add  the  two  following  articles,  1st  on  account  of 
the  Ayma  village  of  Sultanpoor,  in  Jounpore,  resum- 
ed for  some  years  past,  but  not  included  in  the  Funds 
for  the  revenue,  ...     1,046  14    0 

2nd.  Gain  bvBatta  in  Gurwara,  11,284  15     0  12,33113    0 


Total  of  Funds,        40,91.028    2     9 


Deduct  1st.  Dehyek  or  10  per 
cent  for  charges  of  collection  and  far- 
mers' profit  given  to  most  but  not  to  all, 
and,  where  given,  not  exactly  the  same 
to  all  of  the  Mehals,  as  per  particulars 
in  the  account  settlement, 3,69,883    5     0 

Deduct  2nd  Half  of  Bhuray,  as 
already  explained,       44,267  12    9 

3rd.  Choot  Maafy,  or  remis- 
sion on  sundry  accounts,        83,156  11     6 

4th.  Nankar,  or  allowances  now 
settled  in  land  in  favor  of  the  Canoon- 
goes  and  this  year  first  made  a  charge 
to  Government,  43,225     3    6 


Total  of  charges  on  the  settlement,  5,40,533    0     9 


Residue  of  gross  Funds,         35,50,495     2     0 
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Brought  forward,  35,50,495     2    0 

Moukoofee,   or  alienated   from  the  Revenue 
Fund  on  the  following  accounts  : — 

Ist  To  Sheolal  Dobeh,  in 
Jounpore  and  Bhoilee,  on  account  and 
in  part  payment  of  his  advance  towards 
the  revenue  of  last  year,  as  per  particu- 
lars in  the  proceedings  on  the  settle- 
ment (including  2000  Rs,   given  up  to 

tira,) 46,239    2     9 

« 

2nd.  On  account 
of  Jagheers. 

Istof  thatof  Sheo- 
persen  Sing  in  Kole  Asia,  10,000    0     0 

2nd.  That  of  Ta- 
kooray  Bukht  Sing  in 
Bhurwul  by  a  Sunnud 
from  Raja  Bulwunt  Sing,  1,501     0    0 

3rd.  On  account 
of  charity  annually  paid 
to  certain  Rozeenadars  at 
Jounpore,        2,189    0    0 


13,690    0    0 


3rd.  Abate- 
ments  allowed  from  the 
Cauoongoe's  Doul  in  the 
following  instances. 

To  Baboo  Sheo- 
sern  Sing,  as  per  his 
Istumrary  Sunnud,  de- 
pending however  on 
the  Board's  pleasure,  as 
explained  in  a  former 
part  of  this  address,    ...   3,300  11 

To  Duljeet  Sing 
in  the  Doul  of  his  Taloo- 
ka  of  Zekhnee  in   consi- 
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BiX)ugU  fonvard,  3,300  11  6  59,929  2  6  35.50,495  2  0 
deration  of  his  adding  a 
large  sum  to  his  farm 
of  Mureeahoo  (for  which 
vide  the  proceedings  in 
the  Settlement,) 1,248  12     9 

To  the 
Farmer  of  Ke- 
re€atSekhur,it 
being  believed 
that  the  Ca- 
nongoe's  Doul 
was  too  highly 
stated,     ...  2,842    6    3 

To  the 
Farmer  of  Se- 
cunderpoor,for 
the  same  rea- 
son,       875    7    6 

To  the 

farmer  of  Sha- 
habadtomake 
upfor  an  equi- 
valent amount 
not  allowed  to 
him  in  Bur- 
hay,  vide  pro- 
ceedings on 
the  settlement,626    3    9 

To  the 

Farmer  of  Mo- 
hammedabad, 
vide  proceed- 
ings on  the  set- 
tlement, 238     1     0 

To  Far- 
mer of  Chow- 
rassy  in  Kun- 
tit       and     of 
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Bt.  forward,     4,582  2  6    4,549     S     3      59,929     2     9    35,50,495     2    0 
Ghurra    Deb- 
ma  in  Ghazee- 
poor,  0  3  9 

4,582    6    3 

9,131   14    6 


G9,()61     1     3 


Remainder,       34,81,434  0  9 

Increase  given  this  year  by  those  of  the  Amils 

who  have  obtained  five  years  Leases,            95,535  6  3 

Total  of  the  settlement  for  1196       35,7G,9G9  7  0 


Dr  fiv' 

e  years,  for  1197 

3C,45,58G    7 

0 

Do. 

for   1198 

37,13,719    7 

0 

Do. 

for   1199 

37,64,176    2 

0 

Do. 

for   1200 

38,08,674  15 

9 

Of  which,  38  Amils'  Leases,  to  the  amount  of 
Rs,  23,32,555-5-6,  were  for  five  years  on  an  increasing 
Jumma,  and  those  of  28  Amils  for  Rs.  12,44,414-1-6 
were  for  only  the  current  year,  as  would  be  found  spe- 
cified in  the  accounts  of  settlement  above  referred   to. 

Total  of  the  settlement,  including  the  one 
year's  Leases  at  their  present  valuation,  and  adding  the 
proportional  increase  on  tho 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

The  settlement  abovementioned  being  moderate  and  suited  to  the 
decayed  state  of  tho  country  was  not  likely  to  suffer  much  in  the  realization 
and  might  increase  by  the  following  funds  : — 

1st.  By  the  annual  sum  of  Rs.  44,239-2-9  appropriated  for  the  pre- 
sent to  the  liquidation  of  Sheolal  Dobeh's  debt,  though  of  this  some  part 
would  perhaps  be  hereafter  allowed  as  deduction  in  the  Pergunnah  of  Joun- 
pore  and  its  dependencies. 

2nd.  By  the  amount  alienated  on  account  of  the  Canoongoe's  allow- 
ances, if  Govenraent  thought  that  should  be  levied  on  the  country,  as  here- 
tofore, during  the  five  years  that  the  Canoongoes  had  been  reinstated  ;  but, 
although  this  would  be  a  saving,  the  Resident  would  not  advise  it,  in  the 
consideration  of  the  present  year's  settlement  The  Resident  noted  that 
by  this  new  and  additional  charge,  added  to  the  diminution  in  the  Abwab, 
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together  with  the  alienation  for  the  security  of  Sheolal  Dobeh's  debt,   the 
productive  settlement  of  the  current  year  was  diminished  as  follows  : — 

1st.     Abwab  of  1195,  as  explained  in  a  former 
part  of  the  address  (which  included  the  Bhuray),      ...  1,82,253     8     9 

Abwab  of  1187,  as  brought  to 
account  in  the  settlement  of  1196,        87,679     3     0 

Add,   gain  by   Batta    on    the 

currency  of  Ghurwara,  this  year  brought 

to  account, 11,28-i  15     0 

98,964     2    0 

Difference  against  this  year's  settlement,      ...  83,289     6     9 

2nd.    To  Sheolal  Dobeh,         46,239     2     9 

3rd.    To  the  Canoongoes,       43,225     3     6 


Total  deduction  of  Funds  of  1195  in  the  pre- 
sent year's  settlement,  independent  of  the  general  de- 
falcation in  the  Mai  part  of  the  rental,         1,72,753  10     9 

Wherefore,  if  a  Mofussil  Jumma  of  upwards  of  45  Lacs,  (taking  the 
Mai  alone),  yielded  in  the  year  1 194  Fuslee,  a  Sudder  Jumma  or  settlement 
of  about  38  Lacs,  a  settlement  of  more  than  35 1  Lacs  fixed  to  be  paid  to 
the  Sudder  or  Government,  (as  was  the  case  in  the  present  year,)  came  more 
than  within  the  proportion  between  the  respective  Mofussil  funds  or  bases,  and 
seemed  therefore  thus  far  unobjectionable ;  the  more  especially  when  it  was 
considered  that  in  the  Mofussil  settlement  of  38  Lacs  for  1194,  there  were 
deductions  in  favor  of  the  Amils  under  the  head  of  Mujray  to  the  amount  of 
about  1,44,000  Rupees,  whereas  in  this  of  35  J  Lacs  and  upwards,  they 
have  been  reduced  to  61,513-7-3,  as  stated  in  the  account  kistbundee,  (in 
which,  and  not  in  the  account  settlement,  it  was  usual  to  insert  these  further 
reductions),  the  particulars  of  all  which  would  be  found  explained  in  the 
proceedings  on  the  settlement  under  the  head  of  each  separate  Mehal : 
whonce  they  appeared  to  consist  of  deductions  for  Jagheers  for  villages  ap- 
pertaining to  Pergunnahs  but  collected  at  the  Huzoor  or  with  other  Per- 
gunnahs ;  and  for  other  similar  allowances,  the  particulars  of  all  which 
would  appear  in  the  accounts. 

The  Resident  proceeded  next  to  show,  or  rather  to  estimate,  as  near- 
ly as  might  be,  how  far  the  funds  provided  by  the  current  year's  settlement 
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might  be  equal  to  the  payment  of  the  Company's  rental  and   the  Sudder 
charges  of  collection.     The  estimate  was  asfollows  : — 

1st  Batta  on  9,56,317-10-9  Gourshahee  Rs. 
which  composed  part  of  the  gross  settlement  at  the 
rate  of  4J^  per  cent,  to  make  them  Siccas 43,034    8    0 

2nd.  Rozeenadars,  general  Sudder  Establish- 
ment of,    35,349    0    0 

3rd.  Charges  of  the  Sudder  Cut- 
cherry,  as  per  particulars  in  the  account  00,000     0     0 

Deduct  saving  made  in  ditto  for 
this  year  as  already  explained  and  stated 
at  length  in  the  proceedings  on  the  set- 
tlement,  13,433    0    0         46,567    0    0 


4th.  Further  contingencies  of  the  Raja's  trea- 
sury  for   Stationery  and  incidental  expenses, 2,000     0     0 

Total  Sudder  Charges, 1,26,950    8     0 

Revenue  payable  to  Government,  40,00,000,  from 
which,  deducting  1,17,267-14-0  for  the  estimate  of  the 
reduced  annual  deduction  of  this  year,  the  nett  produce 
payable  would  be,  38,82,732    2    0 


Total     sum   payable  from  the     Sudder 
Jumma  or  Revenue  for  this  year,         40,09,682  10    0 

Ways  and  Means. 

Mai  or  Land  Revenue,         ...     35,76,969     7    0 
Deduct  Muj ray,        62,098     7    3 


Remainder, 35,14,870  15     9 

Add  Sayer,  Permit  or  Custom 
House  duties,  3,92,996  10    9 


Total  of  Ways  and   Means,     39,07,867  10    6 

Deficiency, 1,01,814  15    4 
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This  deficiency  was  more  than  the  Resident  at  one  time  expected, 
but  not  greater,  allowance  being  made  for  the  drought  of  last  season,  than 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the  fallen  state  of  many  parts  of  the 
country  required ;  besides  which,  the  increase  for  or  rather  new  establish- 
ment of,  the  Moolky  Civil  and  Criminal  Courts,  occasioned  this  year  an  ad- 
ditional expense  to  the  Sudder  Cutcheiry  of  Rs.  16,152,  which  should  per- 
haps be  allowed  in  the  Government's  remissions  of  this  year,  the  more  espe- 
cially as  after  all  they  would  be  lower  than  they  bad  at  any  time  yet  been. 

However,  whether  this  sum  be  allowed  as  a  remission  or  not,  was  of 
no  essential  consequence,  because,  from  the  mode  in  which  the  settlement 
had  been  made  under  the  authority  of  Government,  the  Raja  could  not  be 
deemed  responsible  for  the  revenue  of  this  year,  to  which  effect  he  required 
a  written  assurance  before  he  signed  the  Pottah  to  the  Amils,  a  concession 
which  was  in  fact  only  a  formality,  at  the  same  time  that  it  reduced  his  be- 
ing continued  out  of  the  management  for  the  residue  of  this  year  to  an  act 
of  his  own  free  will,  and  rendered  the  purport  of  the  conversation  between 
him  and  the  Resident  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  of  no  further  consequence. 

But  although  the  Resident  had  no  doubt  that  the  Governor  General 
in  Council  would,  as  expressed  in  the  last  paragraph  but  one  of  the  Board's 
orders  of  the  3rd  of  October,  allow  such  remission  out  of  the  permanent 
Jumma  of  40  Lacs  for  this  year,  as  had  become  necessary  in  consequence 
(as  therein  expressed)  of  the  abolition  of  taxes,  or  with  a  view  to  the  future 
improvement  of  the  countiy,  yet,  honored  and  stimulated  as  the  Resident 
was  through  the  confidence  reposed  on  him  by  Government,  he  found  him- 
self, if  possible,  still  more  anxious  to  prevent  the  Honorable  Company  sus- 
taining any,  even  apparent  loss,  than  the  Raja  could  be  to  secure  himself 
from  the  consequences  of  it ;  and,  therefore,  thinking  it  possible  that  the 
Government  Jumma  might  be  made  up,  and  deeming  it  inexpedient  in  any 
event,  that  for  the  sake  of  one  year,  any  reduction  should  appear  in  the 
Government's  account  of  the  numerical  and  permameut  Jumma  of  this 
country,  the  Resident  had,  in  a  statement  transmitted  to  the  Accountant  to 
the  Board  of  Revenue,  inserted  the  Jumma  of  40  Lacs,  with  the  annual 
reductions  of  last  year,  accompanied  by  an  explanation,  that  as  the  Raja 
was  not  responsible  for  the  revenues  of  this  year,  and  as  part  of  them  arose 
from  the  collection  of  Customs  which  were  unavoidably  of  a  contingent  na- 
ture, the  aggregate  ultimately  realized  might  on  this  account  be  more  or 
less ;  and  the  Resident  indulged  the  hope  that  the  defalcation  of  one  Lac 
above  stated  would  be  either  wholly  or  nearly  made  up  to  Government  by 
the  following  expedients  if  the  Governor  General  approved  of  the  two  last 
of  them. 
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First.  The  Customs  would,  the  Resident  beUeved,  amount  to  near- 
ly half  a  Lac  of  Rupees  more  than  was  collected  last  year,  inclusive  eren  of 
the  six  month's  Rahdaree  and  Gunj  duties,  that  made  part  of  the  aggregate 
of  the  former.  At  least  there  was  to  hope  so  from  what  lias  already  been 
realized  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  current  collections. 

Secondly.  The  sum  of  Rs.  83,1 56-1 1  -6  deducted  from  the  Canoongoes 
Douls,  on  which  the  settlement  was  founded,  was  composed  of  various  articles 
of  Mofussil  allowances  and  charges,  particularized  by  the  officers  aforesaid, 
and  agreeable  to  former  usage  ;  but  the  Resident  was  not  quite  satisfied 
that  they  were  all  indispensably  necessary  and  proper,  and  he  had  therefore 
issued  orders  to  the  Amils  not  to  pay  them  until  their  component  parts  were 
audited  and  sanctioned  by  a  further  order  from  him  ;  and  as  the  urgency  of 
the  case  seemed  to  justify  a  degree  of  strictness  in  this  revisal,  the  Resident 
thouf^ht  it  possible  that  20  or  30  thousand  Rs.  might  be  saved  from  this 
fund. 

The  third  resource  the  Resident  had  thought  of  resorting  to  might 
be  liable  to  some  objection  in  the  view  of  humanity.  The  Resident  would 
however  submit  it  to  the  Governor  General  The  sum  of  35,349  Rs.,  (in- 
cludino-  about  2,000  Rs.  for  a  separate  allowance  payable  by  the  Raja  to 
Bahadoor  Ali  Khan),  was  or  ought  to  be  annually  paid  from  the  Sudder 
Cutcherry  to  the  Rozeenadars,  who  consisted  of  a  number  of  persons  to  Avhom 
Mr.  Hastings  restored  this  charity,  which,  it  being  ill  paid  by  the  Raja,  the 
Board  some  time  ago  authorized  the  Resident  to  receive  and  disburse,  as  he 
had  accordingly  done  with  the  utmost  punctuality  and  without  any  de- 
duction whatever  from  the  beginning  of  the  current  year  ;  and  while  the 
country  could  afford  this  appropriation  from  its  funds,  the  donation  was 
certainly  praiseworthy  and  honorable  ;  but  now,  that  the  state  of  the  re- 
sources were  for  the  current  year  diminished  so  as  not  to  admit  without  a 
real  loss  to  Government  of  this  expenditure  from  the  surplus  of  its  funds, 
the  Resident  had  it  in  idea  to  stop  for  this  year  about  10,000  Rs.  of  the 
Rozeena  payments  in  question,  in  behalf  of  the  public.  But  upon  this  and 
the  former  head  relative  to  the  article  of  Choote  Maafy,  he  should  be  happy 
to  be  honored  with  the  commands  of  Government,  only  here  further  observ- 
mcr  that  if  the  three  funds  above  specified  answered  the  Resident's  expecta- 
tions,  they  would,  together  with  the  amounts  of  the  additional  expenses 
above  explained  of  the  two  Moolky  Adwaluts,  complete  the  Company's  fixed 
Jumma  or  rental  due  from  this  district ;  which  rental,  from  the  reductions 
made  last  year,  on  the  Resident's  report  on  the  annual  remissions  to  the 
a^^reo-ate  of  Rs.  44,777-11-0  as  per  account  (No,  17)  amounted  this  year  to 
Rs.  40,042-3-6,  more  than  the  average  sum  of  Rs.  38,42,089-14-6  which 


SETTLFIMENT  OF*  THE   PliOVINCfe   OB*   BEKARES.  87 

(as  quoted  iii  tlie  Goveniiuciit  letter  of  the  3rd  of  October)  coilstitnted  tlie 
avernge  Jiiiriual  receipts  of  the  Company  from  the  Zemindaree  of  Beilares 
for  the  first  six  years  after  R,'ija  Cheyt  Sing's  expulsion.  As  therefore  the 
interior  funds  were  this  year  thus  so  much  reduced,  if  the  Governor  General 
would  be  pleased  to  fix  the  Jumma  payable  to  Government  for  the  current 
year  at  the  aforesaid  six  years*  avenige  (lieing  no  doubt  as  much  as  the 
Honorable  Company  could  in  general,  or  at  least  in  such  &  year  as  this,  ex- 
pect to  derive  in  revenue  from  Benares),  the  Resident  would  propably  be 
able  to  realize  it  without  any  resumption  of  the  two  last  mentioned  of  the 
three  proposed  funds,  which  was,  on  the  whole,  thought  desirable.  The 
Governor  Geueral  would  perhaps  think  him  too  sanguine  in  supposing,  as 
the  preceeding  calculations  implied,  that  there  would  be  no  balance  unrea- 
lized at  the  end  of  the  year  of  the  as.sessmeut  laid  on  the  country,  yet,  as 
hitherto  no  arrear  had  happened,  the  Resident  iudtilged  the  hope,  and  would 
certainly  exert  his  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  any  occurring  throughout 
the  year  and  he  trusted  these  might  be  attended  with  success.  At  present 
there  were  not  above  two  or  three  of  all  the  renters  whom  he  had  reason  to 
find  fault  withj  which,  out  of  sixty-'six  Amilships,  was  no  great"  proportion, 
yet  should  only  one  of  them  turn  out  ultimately  worthless,  the  revenue 
might  suffer,  as  they  had  this  year  nothing  to  spare.  The  Resident's  heart 
and  best  wishes  were  entirely  devoted  to  prevent  all  loss  to  Government,  but 
as  the  charge  he  had  on  him  was^  during  the  current  year  especially,  of  a 
delicate  nature,  the  country  extensive,  and  just  emerging  from  a  state  of 
comparative  impoverishment,  should  any  untoward  accident  intervene,  the 
Resident  must  rely,  as  he  had  hitherto  done,  on  the  just  discrimination  of 
Government. 

Having  however  now  had  six  month's  experience  of  the  settlement 
thus  made,  it  afforded  the  Resident  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  observe  that  in 
general  the  beneficial  effects  of  it  with  regard  to  the  peace  And  happiness  of 
the  country  had  answered  his  expectations,  although  the  institutions  on 
which  it  was  fotinded  had  not  yet  had  sufficient  time  to  operate  to  produce 
all  or  even  the  most  material  of  the  good  consequences  of  which  they  were 
capable,  by  a  steady  and  undeviating  adherence  to  the  regulations  of  the 
2.5th  of  June  last  (as  they  stood  inserted  in  the  body  of  his  address  of  the 
]  2th  of  September),  which  regulations  were  already  Very  generally  known 
by  the  ryots,  quoted  in  their  petitions,  and  were,  he  hoped,  in  a  fair  way  of 
becoming  and  being  observed  as  the  Dustoor-itt-amal  or  general  revenue 
rule  of  all  the  country,  or  of  the  greatest  part  of  it. 

It  could  not  indeed  have  escaped  the  observation  of  those  who  were 
at  Benares  the  last  year  how  very  few  complaints  of  over  exaction  had  been 
referred  during  the  current  six  mouths,  and  of  those  few,  the  most  part  ap- 
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peared  to  have  originated  in  circumstances  of  ignorance  or  misapprehension, 
which  were  easily  obviated.  Indeed  the  ryots  and  Amils  in  general  equally 
knowing  that  the  revenue  rates  of  1187,  calculateil  upon  the  cultivation  as 
ascertained  by  the  standard  measuring  rods,  constituted  the  two  grand  cri- 
terions  of  their  mutual  rights,  whenever  any  deviation  was  made  therefrom, 
it  was  easy  to  revert  to  these  two  principal  rules  which  were  plain  and  ob- 
vious in  their  application. 

But  although  the  Resident  had  had  so  few  complaints  of  undue  ex- 
action he  hat!  had  a  considerable  number  of  another  sort  that  were  also  im- 
mediately connected  with  the  collections,  to  explain  which,  it  was  proper  to 
premise  that  in  this  country  the  amount  of  the  revenue,  as  realize<j  from  the 
Mofussil,  was  founded  and  depended  for  the  most  part  on  the  extent  of  the 
actual  cultivation.  The  Amils  could  never  therefore  ascertain  to  a  certain- 
ty the  exact  amount  of  their  demand  on  the  ryots  and  under-farmers,  till 
the  rubbee  or  last  crop  was  in  forwardness  and  even  nearly  ripe.  It  was 
therefore  usual  in  cases  of  sub-farmers,  for  the  Amils  to  collect  from  the  under- 
renters,  (whether  these  were  petty  Zemindars,  or  mere  contractors)  on  ac- 
count, till  that  season  of  the  year,  at  which  time,  the  whole  produce  being 
capable  of  a  united  estimation,  such  Zemindai-s  or  farmers  then  entered  into 
their  Cabooleeuts  for  the  whole  year,  about  which  many  disputes  often  occur- 
red, because,  if  the  Amil  was  not  satisfied  that  his  under-farmer  was  willing 
to  pay  to  him  the  proper  and  adequate  consideration  for  his  farm,  he  natur- 
ally wished  to  dispossess  him,  and  either  to  give  it  to  another  or  to  collect 
himself  immediately  from  the  ryots.  Hence  have  arisen  various  appeals 
which  have  this  year  been  the  more  frequent  from  several  new  Amils  having 
from  necessity  been  appointed,  although  (including  the  instance  of  Kulb 
Ali  Beg),  the  Resident  had  not  dispossessed  one  man  who  did  not  last  year 
materially  fail  in  his  revenue  or  distinguish  himself  by  severity  in  the  col- 
lections. In  deciding  on  their  disputes,  which,  as  would  appear  from  the 
preceeding  explanation,  did  not  atfect  the  ryots,  (who  have  only  to  pay  the 
rates  of  11 87  either  to  the  Amils  or  his  representatives),  the  Resident  had 
endeavoured  to  observe  a  due  average  consistent  at  the  same  time  with  es- 
sential justice,  in  consequence  of  which  many  more  than  2/3rdsof  the  Zemin- 
dars or  under-farmers,  who  had  thus  complained,  had  been  maintained  in 
their  tenures  through  his  intervention,  and  in  some  instances,  where  they  would 
not  agree  to  reasonable  terms,  he  had  allowed  of  their  being  dispossessed. 
The  o-eneral  rule  for  deciding  in  such  cases  was  the  doul  or  estimate  of  the 
Canoongoe  of  the  pergunnah,  forming  a  sub-division  or  proportional  part  of 
the  general  doul  deUvered  at  the  period  of  the  Bundobust  or  Government's 
settlement  with  the  Amils,  and  on  which  the  last  mentioned  settlement  was 
founded.    Nothing  could  in  general  be  fairer  than  this  rule,  and  accordingly 
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few  of  the  complainants  objected  to  it,  and  wherever  they  did  not,  and  could 
give  security,  the  Resident  had  kept  them  in  their  tenures,  and  the  season 
of  the  year  was  now  almost  elapsed  for  such  complaints  to  be  preferred. 

As  in  the  above  explanation  it  was  stated  that  the  Resident  decided 
himself  on  all  the  Revenue  causes  of  this  year,  it  became  necessary,  on  re- 
ference to  that  part  of  the  Board's  Orders  of  the  3rd  of  October  Isist,  which 
allowed  of  his  instituting  a  separate  Court  of  Revenue  Jurisdiction,  to  ex- 
plain that,  expecting  from  the  new  regulations  that  many  complaints  would 
not  be  preferred  and  fearing  to  trust  the  first  operation  of  the  regulations  to 
native  guidance,  he  determined  to  devote  the  first  part  of  every  day  to  the 
hearing  of  all  such  causes,  which  had  hitherto  rendered  the  establishment  of 
a  separate  Court  unnecessary  and  the  Resident  had  been  convinced  the 
country  had  not  suffered  thereby,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  had  greatly 
benefitted. 

From  the  general  state  of  quiet  in  which  the  country  had  remained, 
the  Resident  had  (with  the  recent  exception  that  would  hereafter  be  noticed,) 
hardly  any  Sepoys  in  the  Mofussil.  The  Pergunnahs  of  Jounpore  and  Se- 
cunderpoor  were  the  only  two  places  where  parties  had  throughout  the  year 
been  stationed,  and  the  Resident  still  thought  that  the  use  of  them  might, 
except  on  the  frontiers,  be  gradually  further  diminished. 

From  this  favourable  description  of  the  general  state  of  the  country, 
which  truth  and  notoriety  sufficiently  vouched  for,  it  was  painful,  but  equal- 
ly his  duty,  to  describe  the  principal  exceptions  that  had  occurred,  with  the 
nature  and  causes  of  them  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 


's^ 


The  only  very  unfavourable  instance  of  this  kind  that  had  come  be- 
fore him  had  happened  in  the  Mehal  of  Jounpore  and  its  immediate  depen- 
dencies, which  comprehended  the  pergunnah  of  Jounpore  proper,  the  smal- 
ler one  of  Rjuiry  and  Anglee,  the  salt  Mehal  of  Zufferabad,  together  with 
two  district  Talooks  called  Kereeat  Dost  and  Kereeat  Mhera,  and  the  inde- 
pendent frontier  Talooka  of  Singramow. 

These  lands,  the  productive  Jumma  of  which  amounted  this  year  al- 
together to  somewhat  beyond  three  Lacs  of  Rupees,  had  always  been  rent- 
ed to  one  person,  which  was  no  doubt  partly  owing  to  their  mixed  and  blend- 
ed local  situation,  added,  perhaps,  to  a  view  of  policy  in  rendering  the  Amil 
there  sufficiently  powerful  to  enable  him  to  over-awe  and  to  reahze  the  reve- 
nue from  the  peculiar  race  of  men  who  inhabited  that  part  of  the  said  divi- 
sion which  more  immediately  bordered  on  and  communicated  with  the  Nawab 
Vizier's  country. 
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The  people  liore  referred  to  consisted  of  at  least  three  distinct  classes 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  Government,  that  they 
might  hereafter  be  treated  as  the  Governor-General  in  Council  might  think 
fit. 

The  first  class  was  the  tribe  of  Raj  Koomars  who  deduced  their  des- 
cent from  Raja  Pethora,  (in  whom  ended  about  600  years  ago  the  Chowhaa 
dynasty  of  the  Princes  of  Delhi)  and  from  whose  stock  the  present  race  of 
the  Raj  Koomars,  (who  then  also  assumed  this  new  family  denomination,) 
Avas  believed  to  have  sprung.  It  is  said  their  numbers  did  not  altogether 
exceed  40,000,  most  of  whom  inhabited,  in  nearly  one  society,  the  opposite 
line  of  the  boundary  in  His  Excellency  the  Vizier's  dominions,  but  unfortu- 
nately for  the  quiet  of  both  countries,  they  possessed  lauds  that  paid  about 
20,000  Rupees  revenue  in  Anglee  aud  Kereeat  Mhera  on  our  side.  They 
were  originally  Rajpoots,  and  even  exceeded  that  tribe  in  the  wildness  of 
their  notions  and  peculiarity  of  their  manners,  scarcely  owing  any  allegiance, 
either  to  the  Nawab's  or  to  the  British  Government,  aud  were  always  ready 
to  betake  themselves  to  arms,  which  they  were  inured  to  from  infancy,  either 
in  resentment  of  public  or  private  wrongs,  real  or  imaginary.  At  the  same 
time  the  Resident  was  assured  they  had  a  point  of  honor  from  which  they 
did  not  deviate,  and  were  famous  for  faithfully  adhering  to  such  engagements 
as  they  were  pleased  to  enter  into. 

The  second  class  of  turbulent  subjects  which  the  Company  possessed 
in  that  corner  of  the  country  were  the  inhabitants  of  the  Talook  of  Singra- 
mow,  (which  was  the  only  part  Government  possessed  of  the  pergunnah  of 
Ohundeh  in  the  Vizier's  dominions,)  and  those  more  especially  of  Budlapoor, 
a  separate,  distinct  and  independent  'J'alooka  situated  in  the  pergunnah  of 
Raury.  Of  these  places  there  were  two  chief  Talookdars,  viz.,  Abdood  Sing 
of  the  Bais  caste,  and  Sultanut  Sing  of  the  tribe  of  Bussayne,  who,  with  their 
forefathers,  had  been,  (time  out  of  mind,)  in  the  habit  of  considering  them- 
selves, (somewhat  like  the  tribe  of  Seingers  in  Lucknesur  already  described 
in  Resident's  letter  of  the  17th  of  November  last),  more  in  the  light  of  tri- 
butaries, than  real  subjects,  paying  only  a  fixed  revenue,  and  that  even  with 
little  punctuality,  so  that  they  still  used  to  make  the  payment  of  the  revenue 
of  one  year  fall  into  the  term  of  the  succeeding  one.  Thus  they  were  in  fact 
almost  ever  in  some  arrears  (notwithstanding  that  of  late  years  the  Govern- 
ment Amil  had  on  that  account  interfered  more  in  the  detail  of  those  Talook- 
dar's  collections  from  their  vassals  and  renters  than  was  formerly  allowed  of), 
for  when  force  alone  was  heretofore  practised  to  compel  them  to  greater  re- 
gularity, they  found  a  ready  and  easy  impunity  either  in  passing  over  to  the 
Nawab's  borders  or  in  retreating  into  their  Jungles  or  in  setting  their  own 
villages  aud  country  in  flames ;  each  of  which  modes  had  been  from  time  to 
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time  practised  as  well  under  British  administration  as  under  that  of  the  for- 
mer Etijas  ;  of  which  abundant  proofs  could  be  collected,  did  not  the  noto- 
riety of  the  facts  supersede  all  occasion  of  further  evidence. 

The  third  class  of  inhabitants  under  the  Mehal  of  Jounpore,  and 
which  of  course  composed  the  far  greater  number,  would  in  general  be  as 
tractable  as  the  other  subjects  of  our  Government  in  the  four  Sircars  of 
Benares  were  it  not  that  they  were  sometimes  inspired  with  sentiments  of  in- 
solence and  opposition  owing  to  the  generally  successful  commotions,  strife 
and  disturbances  which  the  neighbouring  Raj  Koomars  and  the  two  Talook- 
dars  in  question  often  created  in  their  vicinity.  All  the  revenue  which  these 
wild  and  unruly  parts  of  this  division  paid  to  Government  did  not  amount 
to  above  60,000  Rupees  per  annum,  and  there  was  certainly  more  difficulty 
in  realizing  this  comparatively  small  sum  than  in  collecting  six  Lacs  of  Rupees 
in  any  other  part  of  the  country. 

It  would  sufficiently  appear  from  the  former  part  of  this  address  that 
when  the  Resident  appointed  Sheo  Lall  Dobeh  to  the  farm  of  Jounpore,  he 
had  only  the  option  of  taking  him  or  Kulb  Ali  Beg ;  whereas,  had  not  the 
consequences  of  the  Raja's  failure  thus  precluded  him  from  free  choice,  the 
lease  of  that  division  might  most  probably  have  fallen  upon  neither  of  those 
two  persons.  Of  the  two  he  considered  Sheo  Lall  Dobeh  as  by  far  the  least 
exceptionable,  for,  although  he  had  not  so  great  experience  in  the  collections 
as  Kulb  Ali,  yet  he  had  held  farms  on  his  own  account  during  the  year  pre- 
ceeding,  and  had,  or  ought  to  have,  acquired  a  considerable  local  knowledge 
in  Jounpore  in  particular,  from  the  concern  he  had  there,  throughout  the 
year  1195,  first  with  Kulb  Ali,  and,  thereafter,  under  Mr.  Neave. 

The  Resident  was  besides  happy  in  the  reflection  that  from  the  two 
Talookdars  of  Siogramow  and  Budlapoor  having  come  into  Benares  and  been 
sent  back  by  him  with  honor,  in  company  with  Sheo  Lall  Dobeh,  no  diffi- 
culty would  probably  ensue  in  their  lauds  throughout  the  year,  the  more 
especially,  as  the  Resident  had  repeatedly  explained  to  the  said  Dobeh  that 
he  was  to  exact  from  those  Talookdars  nothing  beyond  their  usual  and  fixed 
Jumma,  as  contained,  and  for  that  purpose  inserted,  in  the  Canoongoe*s 
Doul,  annexed  to  the  farmer's  Cabooleeut. 

For  some  time  after  he  went  Sheo  Lall  Dobeh  seemed  to  act  with 
sufficient  propriety  and  intelligence,  and  the  Resident  had  great  hopes  that 
he  would  be  able  to  carry  on  the  business  to  his  entire  satisfaction,  which 
might  have  happened  but  for  the  intervention  of  the  successive  circumstan- 
ces that  the  Resident  had  now  summarily  to  relate,  all  which  had  been  ulti- 
mately attended  with  or  followed  by  greater  evils  (though  of  a  transitory 
nature)  than  he  at  all  appiehended. 
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Sheo  Lall  Dobeh's  first  differences  and  diflficulties  began  with  the 
Canoongoes.  There  were  some  villages  of  Raury  that  had  for  nearly  80 
years  past  been  directly  subordinate  to  the  Cutcherry  of  Jounpore  proper. 
These  the  Canoongoes  of  Raury  wanted  to  have  re-annexed  to  their  own  dis- 
trict, and  as  they  could  not  effect  this  object  of  their  wishes,  the  fanner  al- 
leged that  they  thenceforth  became  ill-disposed  to  him, 

A  little  before  this  Sheo  Lall  having  complained  to  him  that  an  in- 
ferior landholder  of  the  Talooks  of  Budlapoor  of  the  name  of  Oudhan  Sing 
had  drawn  his  sword  on  and  wounded  a  public  peon  and  behaved  very  dis- 
orderly, and  thereupon  requested  instructions,  the  Resident  in  consequence 
authorized  the  former  to  detain  Oudhan  in  custody  till  he  expressed  repent  • 
ance  for  his  hasty  violence. 

I3tit  the  principal  and  certainly  very  censurable  act  of  the  farmer  was 
his  forgetting  or  disregarding  his  promise  about  the  permanency  of  the  lease 
of  Budlapoor,  in  consequence  of  which  and  allured  by  the  temptation  of  a 
few  thousand  rupees  more  which  some  of  the  discontented  part  of  the  family 
and  vassals  of  Sultanut  Sing  offered,  he  received  their  Durkhast  or  written 
application  to  rent  the  Talooka  to  them,  from  which  would  of  course  have 
ensued  the  dispossession  of  Sultanut.  With  these  proposals  Sheo  Lall  Dobeh 
came  suddenly  into  Benares,  but  as  he  found  that  the  project  he  had  form- 
ed thereon  met  with  decided  disapprobation,  he  endeavoured  to  excuse 
himself  by  alleging  that  the  Canoongoes  of  Raury,  in  which  Budlapoor  is 
situated,  had  led  him  into  the  error  (which  the  Resident  believed  there  was 
some  truth  in,)  as  the  competitors  of  Sultanut  had,  it  seemed,  promised 
these  Canoongoes  to  allow  them  more  influence  in  the  Talooka  than  they 
possessed  under  its  present  head. 

Be  this  as  it  might,  the  imprudence  of  Sheo  Lai  Dobeh  in  the  above 
transaction  created  inevitably  two  parties  in  the  Talooka,  disappointing  the 
new  candidates,  and  indisposing,  no  doubt,  Sultanut,  the  chief  Talookdar, 
"whose  being  maintained  in  possession  carried  however  along  with  it  this  good 
consequence,  that  as  the  influence  of  the  other  party  was  much  less  than 
his,  so  the  effects  of  their  resentment  must  be  proportionally  weaker. 

The  next  complaint  preferred  by  the  Dobeh  was  against  Zalim  Sing, 
a  Raj  Koomar  Zemindar  whose  principal  residence  was  in  the  Nawab  Vizier's 
adjoining  Pergunnah  of  Aldehmow,  being  there  Zemindar  of  Meapoor,  equal 
to  the  annual  Jumma  of  about  24!,000  rupees.  Besides  this  he  unfortunate- 
ly held  in  the  Pergunnah  of  Anglee,  and  Mehal  of  Kereeat  Mhera,  the  two 
Talooks  of  Bysoolee  and  Bursera,  for  both  of  which  he  only  paid  a  fixed 
Jumma  of  about  1,200  rupees,  although  were  he  assessed  as  other  ryots 
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were,  the  produce  was  said  to  be  equal  to  5,000  rupees.  Yet  for  his  fixed 
Jumma  he  this  year  refused  to  enter  into  tljc  usual  Cabooleeut  and  security, 
in  consequence  of  which  Sheo  Lall  complained  of  his  conduct  and  desired 
assistance,  but  as  Resident  was  unwilling  to  employ  a  militj^ry  force  against 
him  till  he  had  made  trial  of  every  other  expedient,  he  caused  the  Company's 
Serishtadar  to  correspond  with  him  on  the  subject,  in  the  view  of  prevailing 
upon  him  to  yield  to  reason. 

Whilst  this  matter  was  thus  depending  Sheo  Lall  Dobeh  advised  hira, 
that  some  time  after  he  had  released  Oudhan  Sing  and  taken  security  from 
him  for  the  revenue  of  the  villages  in  Budlapoor  which  he  held,  the  said 
Oudhan  (who  had  since  appeared  to  be  connected  not  only  with  Zalim  Sing, 
but  with  those  relations  of  Sultanut  Sing  whose  Durkhast  had  been  reject- 
ed), had,  when  called  on  for  his  revenue,  eloped,  carrying  along  with  him  his 
.security  ;  which  had  been  followed,  in  the  usual  way  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  by  his  wounding  a  Brahmin  and  setting  fire  to  a  village  as  his  first 
exploits,  when  he  had  tlius  betaken  himself  to  a  state  of  voluntary  outlawry. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Dobeh  made  this  communication  he  added 
that  Zalim  Sing  Raj  Koomar  having  in  the  Nawab  Vizier's  dominion  set 
fire  to  a  number  of  villages  and  committed  great  devastation  in  that  country, 
had,  afterwards,  to  shelter  himself  no  doubt  from  reprisals,  come  into  the 
pergunnah  of  Anglee  with  a  kind  of  rabble  army  who  had  committed  some 
little  plunder  but  not  hitherto  exercised  any  great  violence  in  British  terri- 
tories. 

It  being  however  reported,  a  few  days  afterwards,  that  Zalim 
Sing's  party  had  increased  in  number  to  several  thousands  and  tliat  he 
remained  with  them  on  the  British  side  of  the  frontier,  with  a  view  of 
more  conveniently  carrying  on  his  warfare  with  Himmut  Ali,  a  subject 
of  His  Excellency  the  Nawab,  whose  father  had  some  years  before  been  sur- 
prized and  massacred  by  the  same  enemy,  the  Resident  thought  it  necessary 
to  write  on  the  subject  to  Captain  Boujounier,  the  Commanding  Officer  at 
Jounpore,  requesting  that  gentleman  to  ascertain  from  Zahm  the  cause  of 
his  warlike  preparations  and  also  to  require  him  to  enter  into  the  usual 
Cabooleeut  for  the  small  sum  of  revenue  which  was  due  from  him  to  the 
Government. 

About  this  time  the  Amil  of  Jounpore  advised  the  Resident  that  he 
was  in  constant  apprehension  of  an  attack  from  Zalim  Sing  who  was  close 
in  his  vicinity  with  a  body  of  2000  men,  and  that  Oudhan  Sing  from  Budla- 
pore  had  joined  him,  besides  which  Sheo  Lall  Dobeh  raentbned  that  some 
turbulent  landholders  in  Singramow  had  availed  themselves  of  Zalim's  being 
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thus  in  force  to  court  his  protection  and  therei-y  to  avoid  the  pnyment  of 
their  just  revenue,  Tliis  letter  contained  also  a  report  of  Zulim's  rabble 
having  committed  further  plunder  and  even  put  one  man  to  death,  (a  subject 
however  of  the  Navvab's),  within  the  Company's  line  of  boundary. 

These  circumstances  being  all  in  substance  corroborated  by  the  re- 
port of  Captain  Boujounier,  who  thought  that  if  allowed  to  march  he  could 
bring  Zalim  to  the  desired  terms  without  any  hostility  or  bloodshed,  the  Re- 
sident acquiesced  in  the  proposal  and  hoped  soon  to  experience  the  happy 
effects  which  he  trusted  would  ensue  from  the  march  of  the  corps  or  such 
part  of  it  as  Captain  Boujounier  might  think  necessary.  But  these  hopes 
were  dashed  by  his  learning  from  that  gentleman  when  on  his  march  towards 
Budlapoor,  and  from  other  more  particular  accounts  since  transmitted,  that 
Goordut,  the  son  of  Oudhan  Sing,  having  a  particular  enmity  to  one  Hookem 
Chund  (an  old  servant  and  partisan  of  Sultanut  Sing's)  who  lived  in  a  village 
called  Putty  in  Budlapoor,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  British  frontier  on  that  side, 
the  said  Goordut  had  come  at  night,  and  in  immediate  resentment,  (as  would 
seem  from  Hookem  Chund's  own  evidence)  of  the  latter's  having  refused  to 
supply  Oudhan  with  a  sum  of  money  after  he  had  absconded,  set  fire  at 
night  to  this  unfortunate  man's  house  and  burnt,  not  only  all  his  property, 
but  the  greater  part  of  his  family,  he  himself  and  his  two  grandsons  being 
the  only  persons  that  survived.  The  Resident  would  not  attempt  to  des- 
cribe how  much  he  was  aff'ected  on  the  receipt  of  the  distressing  intelligence, 
for  although  there  was  unfortunately  no  want  of  precedents  of  similar  acts 
of  barbarism  and  wild  cruelty,  insomuch  that  such  burnings  were  the  com- 
mon engine  of  revenge  on  that  part  of  the  frontier,  yet  there  were  so  many 
lives  lost  in  this  single  instance  v/?.,  about  fourteen  persons,  that  under  this 
point  of  view,  it  had,  it  was  believed,  exceeded  what  had  for  the  most  part 
been  before  experienced  in  the  case  of  any  one  family.  Tlie  Resident  had 
done  and  would  do  everything  in  his  power  to  alleviate  the  unhappy  survi- 
vor's loss  and  sufferings,  as  well  as  to  apprehend  Oudhan  and  his  son,  who 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  Nawab's  territories  either  with  Zalim  or  some  other 
Raj  Koomar  chief  in  that  quarter ;  but  as  not  only  tlie  Amil  of  the  Nawab 
Yizier's  Pergunnah  of  Aldehmow,  but  the  prime  minister  of  His  Excellency 
at  Lucknow,  declared  their  total  inaljility  to  cope  with  so  powerful  a  rebel  as 
Zalim  Sing,  and  therefore  avowedly  allowed  of  his  setting  their  country  in 
flames  with  impunity,  this  dereliction  of  all  Government  on  their  part  would 
evidently  appear  to  the  Governor  General  a  very  great  obstacle  to  the  bene- 
ficial or  successful  operation  of  any  regulations  on  this  side  of  the  frontier  ; 
as  those  who  may  be  affected  by  them  had  only  to  pass  over  into  the  Navab's 
dominions,  where  they  were  secure  from  pursuit  and  could  every  night  re- 
turn to  commit  the  most  atrocious  depredations  in  the  Company's  dominions. 
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Ca|)*aiu  Boujounier'«  niareh  to  tiie  border  was  cot  however  fruitless, 
AS  he  at  l.ist  prev.iiled  on  Zalim  Sing  to  enter  iuto  the  usual  Cal)Ooleeut  for 
Jiio  revi'nue,  but  all  this  was  trausactod  by  depities  on  the  part  of  the  said 
Sing,  whose  personal  attendaDee  nothing  but  foi'ce  couid  have  procured,  and 
had  the  Resident  been  inelined  to  use  that  means  of  reducing  hini  to  behavi- 
our becoming  a  subject,  he  would  have  kept  out  of  his  reach  by  retiring  to 
liis  fort  of  Dwarka  in  Meapoor  on  His  Excellency's  side  of  tlie  fioutier.  His 
example  aud  the  disturl)anees  in  Budlapoor  had  disseminated  a  spirit  of 
turbulence  among  the  other  Zemindars  in  the  Pergunnahs  of  Raury  and 
Anglee  that  might  yet  require  some  exertions  to  quelle  but  the  source  and 
real  spring  of  them  might,  the  Resident  thought,  be  fairly  ascribed  to  the 
series  of  border  troubles  above  mentioned,  and  very  principally  to  Zalim 
Sing's  first  rising  in  arms  and  committing  depredation*  at  discretion  w  the 
Nawab's  country  and  thence  passing  ov«r  into  British  territory,  which  no 
<loubt  greatly  eiicouraged  the  son  of  Oudhan  Sing,  (who  was  said  to  be 
even  a  tenant  aad  military  retainer  of  JZalim's),  to  proceed  to  tUeextreme- 
iies  of  which  he  had  been  guilty. 

To  devise  a  sufficient  remedy  for  evils  of  this  nature  was  perhaps 
impossible  whiJsit  the  Vizier  allowed  the  same  sort  of  people  on  his  side  of 
the  borders  to  commit  such  excesses  with  impunity,  but  this  listlessness  on 
the  part  of  the  Vizier's  Government  might,  the  Resident  thought,  be  reme- 
died by  application  and  recommendation  to  His  Excellency  from  the  Gover- 
nor General ;  and  for  the  rest  it  struck  him  that  good  might  ensue,  first 
by  a  proper  line  of  boundary  being  fixed  upon  between  the  Nawab's  and 
*  British  districts,  especially  on  the  Jounpore  side,  where  the  present  line 
was  exceedingly  intricate  and  complicated  ;  2fldly,  by  a  division,  if  possible, 
•of  the  subjects  on  the  two  sides  so  as  that  no  Raj  Koomar,  in  particular, 
should  hold  lands  in  both  countries  on  the  line  of  frontier,  and  3rdly  and 
lastly,  by  dividing  the  three  Pergunuahs  of  Jounpore,  Raury  and  Anglee 
into  distinct  Amildarees,  and  by  the  (Jovernment  appointing  Suzawals,  or 
collecting  Superintendents  to  the  two  Talooks  of  Singramow  and  Budla- 
poor, a  measure  the  Resident  had  found  the  happiest  effects  from  during 
this  year  in  the  similarly  turbulent  district  of  Luknesur.  The  appointing 
of  Suzawals  from  the  beginning  of  next  year  to  Budlapoor  and  Singramow 
would  be  no  infringement  on  Sheo  Lull  Dobeh's  five  years'  lease,  as  the 
Resident  had  taken  the  precaution  to  reserve  this  degree  of  discretion  when 
the  terms  of  it  were  concluded  with  him,  but  the  separation  of  the  three 
Pergunnahs  could  not  certainly  be  now  effected  consistently  with  tlie  lease, 
unless  (as  might  happen)  the  Resident  could  procure  the  said  Farmer's 
xionsent  altogether  to  relinquish  his  interest  in  the  said  farm  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  next  year  for  an  equivalent,  which  the  Resident  mi^iit  have 
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it  in  his  power  to  bestow  on  him,  viz.,  the  single  Pergunnah  of  Bhowlee, 
now  let  to  hitn  for  only  one  year,  and  from  which  the  payment  of  his  debt 
would  be  better  secured  than  from  Jounpore  ;  at  the  same  time,  that  no 
difficulty  could  occur  in  the  collections  of  that  single  and  well  regulated 
Pergunnah,  But  what  might  take  place  in  these  respects  was  yet  how- 
ever uncertain,  excepting  as  far  as  regards  the  two  Talooks  aforesaid. 
Meanwhile  the  Resident  trusted  before  the  end  of  the  year  to  be  favour- 
ed with  instructions  for  his  guidance  in  respect  to  this  very  troublesome 
and  responsible  part  of  his  duty  in  which  the  infliction  of  even  necessary 
and  salutary  punishments  might  eventually  be  attended  with  effects  (such 
as  the  loss  of  lives)  so  calculated  to  excite  commisseration,  whether  well 
or  ill-founded,  and  thence  to  lead  to  misconstruction  of  the  circumstances 
by  which  they  were  occasioned.  The  Resident  had  therefore  perhaps 
been  rather  more  averse  to  the  adoption  of  active  military  coercion  in  some 
instances  than,  from  the  uninfluenced  exercise  of  his  own  judgment,  he 
otherwise  might  have  been,  more  particularly  in  the  case  of  some  Ghurrees, 
or  forts,  which  the  Zemindars  and  farmers  having  in  certain  Perguimahs 
converted  their  habitations  into,  or  turned  such  strong-holds  into  their  places 
of  family  abode,  were  thence  encouraged  to  set  the  Amils  to  a  certain  de- 
gree at  defiance.  Unwilling  in  these  cases  to  proceed  to  extremities,  the 
Resident  had  endeavoured  and  had  hitherto  been  able  to  carry  on  the  ser- 
vice without  having  had  recourse  to  them,  but  he  had  not  been  the  less 
convinced  that  there  were  and  might  be  some  few  instances  wherein  moder- 
ate and  well  applied  punishment  in  regard  to  the  reduction  of  forts  would 
be  both  justifiable  and  even  salutary  to  the  whole  province,  the  particulars 
of  one  of  which  relative  to  a  ghurree  in  Secunderpoor,  were  submitted,  and 
the  Resident  would  be  happy  to  obtain  the  Governor  General's  opinion, 
whether  in  a  case  such  as  was  therein  represented,  the  occasion  would  have 
been  deemed  to  have  justified  the  reduction  of  a  fort  or  not. 

The  preceding  description  would  convey  a  general  idea  of  the  state 
of  the  country  by  which  it  would,  the  Resident  thought,  appear  to  be,  on 
the  whole,  nearly  as  prosperous  as  the  short  period  it  had  had  to  recruit  in 
could  be  supposed  to  admit  of ;  notwithstanding  the  partial  troubles  in  the 
quarter  of  Jounpore  which  had  in  a  great  measure  originated  from  the  want 
of  Government  amongst  our  neighboure,  the  Nawab's  subjects,  on  that  side. 

On  the  present  subject  the  Resident  might  here  add  that  the  regu- 
lations of  the  25th  of  June  had  hitherto  most  generally  operated  in  the 
large  Sircar  of  Ghazeepoor,  where  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  crop  by  an- 
nual and  actual  measurement  was  most  prevalent ;  and  least  so,  in  the 
abovementioned  districts  farmed  by  Sheo  Lall  Dobeh  in  Jounpore,  where 
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measurement  was  not  used  for  the  annual  assessment  of  the  rental,  and 
where  the  revenue  wtis  paid  by  ryots,  in  general,  without  Abwab;  whence 
the'  natives  there  had  not  been  solicitous  to  adopt  the  new  institutions, 
which  were,  however,  as  far  as  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  adopted 
everywhere  else,  and  constituted  in  all  places  a  general  barrier  against  op- 
pression, as  the  Zemindars  and  ryots  knew  that  they  might  pay  their  revenue 
according  to  the  principles  therein  laid  down,  if  they  preferred  them  to  tiie 
circumstances  of  their  former  situations,  and  it  would  be  his  duty  to  enforce 
an  adherence  to  them  where  adopted,  and  even  gradually  to  introduce  their 
observance  throughout  all  the  Zemindaree,  without  however  forcing  them  on 
those  places  where  from  local  circumstances  they  might  not  be  so  desirable 
to  those  for  whose  benefit  they  were  intended. 

Before  concluding  this  part  of  the  address  the  Resident  thought  it 
proper  to  notice  that  he  had  lately  had  some  correspondence  with  Messrs. 
Gilchrist  and  Charters  relative  to  a  difference  between  them  and  the  Amil 
of  the  pergunnah  of  Ghazeepoor,  concerning  an  additional  lease  of  land  taken 
by  those  gentlemen  from  that  Amil  to  enable  them  (as  they  informed  him) 
to  execute  their  contract  with  the  Company  for  500  Maunds  of  Indigo.  At 
one  time  the  Resident  thought  he  must  have  to  submit  the  circumstances 
of  this  case  to  the  Governor  General's  decision  ;  but  it  was  now  so  far  ad- 
justed, that  lie  would  not  at  present  trouble  the  Board  with  it,  in  hopes 
there  might  prove  no  ultimate  occasion  for  his  so  doing. 

To  the  article  of  the  regulations  of  the  25th  of  June  which  directed 
the  abolition  of  that  mode  of  raising  the  revenue  called  Agoree  Betay,  or 
dividing  the  produce  of  the  crop  between  the  Amil  and  tenant  after  it  is 
reaped,  the  Resident  had  been  obliged  to  admit  of  some  qualification,  because 
there  were  a  few  Brahmins  and  Ateets  in  several  pergunnahs,  who,  having 
been  used  to  this  privilege,  held  out  against  the  innovation,  and  threatened, 
in  their  way,  to  cut,  maim,  and  even  destroy  themselves,  if  the  old  practice 
was  not  a<lhered  to  in  their  favour,  and  some  of  the  Amils  having  applied 
to  him  in  consequence,  the  Resident  issued  on  the  I7th  of  January,  1789, 
a  publication  disapproving  of  such  threatenings  on  the  part  of  the  said 
Brahmins  and  Ateets,  and  declaring  that  the  regulations  must  be  enforced. 
But  with  the  copies  of  this  publication  which  were  sent  into  every  pergun- 
nah, the  Resident  addressed  an  order  for  the  Amil's  personal  information, 
signifying  that  as  but  few  instances  could  occur  of  these  obstinate  Brahmins 
and  others,  (the  former  Agoree  Betay  system  having  only  prevailed  over  a 
small  proportion  of  the  whole  country),  it  was  left  and  entrusted  to  the  said 
Amil's  discretion,  and  also  expected  of  them,  that  they  would  not  insist  on 
exacting  a  money  revenue  from  those  few  of  that  class  of  men  who  should 
continue  obstinately  to  object  and  to  threaten  violence  to  their  own  persons 
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if  the  claims  were  persisted  in  ;  but  to  consider  that  in  such  cases  they  were 
allowed  a  latitude,  and  even  enjoined  to  exercise  it,  so  far  as  not  too  much 
to  insist  on  a  money  rent,  till,  and  in  such  proportion  as,  they  shall  1)6  able 
gradually  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  parties  in  question.  This  instruction 
had,  the  Resident  believed,  prevented  all  trouble  or  accident,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  original  object  was  not  given  up  or  the  regulation  repealed. 

The  custom  peculiar  to  the  Brahmins  in  this  country  and  especi- 
ally amongst  those  of  the  two  pergunnahs  of  Kuntit  and  of  the  Raja's  Ja- 
gheer-pergunnah  of  Budohee  of  putting  their  old  women  to  death  when  urged 
for  their  revenue,  the  Resident  had  already  had  occasion  to  mention  in  his  two 
addresses  under  date  the  1st  of  May  and  17th  of  December  1788,  but  on  neither 
of  those  occasions  was  any  woman  actually  slain  or  even  wounded.  An  occur- 
rence of  this  kind  that  had  since  happened  in  the  Raja's  Jagheer  of  Budohee, 
together  with  the  information  that  the  Resident  had  collected  concerning  this 
particular  instance,  as  well  as  the  practice  in  general,  seemed  to  justify  the 
proceedings  he  had  held  on  it,  at  the  end  of  which,  as  he  bad  recorded  his 
opinion,  he  begged  leave  to  refer  to  it ;  only  here  adding  on  the  subject,  that 
as  far  as  it  appeared  to  him,  the  custom  in  question  was  founded  almost  en- 
tirely on  the  inordinate  pride  and  self-esteem  in  which  this  Brahminical  tribe 
indulged  themselves  in  this  country,  joined  to  a  consideration  of  policy,  as 
by  the  threat  or  practice  of  this  horrid  atrocity  on  the  most  aged  females  of 
their  family,  they  become  and  in  fact  maintain  themselves  in  a  state  of  in- 
dependency of  all  power,  civil  or  military.     As  far  as  Hindoos  were  concern- 
ed it  was  a  received  belief  that  the  spirit  of  the  female  Brahmin,  (who  thus 
was  made  or  in  some  instances  did  herself  perhaps  become  a  willing  sacrifice 
to  the  security,  and  what,  by  a  perversion  of  terms,  was  called  the  honor  of 
her  family),  does  for  ever  haunt  and  harass   the  party  to  whose   act  her 
death  was  imputed  ;  wherefore  it  was  that  the  Raja  employed  none  but  Mtv 
hammedan  resident  Collectors  in  Budohee.     As  far  as  regards  the  present 
accident,  although,  from  delicacy  to  the  Raja,  the  Resident  had  never  in- 
terfered in  the  interior  or  any  other  part  of  its  administration,   he   never- 
theless thought  it  his  duty,  injustice  to  his  management,  here  to  declare, 
that  after  the  most  minute  enquiry,  which  he  made  at  the  Raja's  instance 
into  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  in  which  one  female,  voluntarily  as  would 
seem,  took  poison  (in  resentment,  because  peons  were  sent  to  bring  one  of 
her  family  for  his  revenue  to  the  Raja's  Cutcherry),  and  another  woman  was 
wounded,  though,  as  it  happened,  not  mortally,  by  one  of  the  said  Brahmins 
her  relations,  with  a  scimetar,  the  Resident  could  see  no  adequate  provocation 
or  injustice  on  the  part  of  the  Raja's  Amil,  but  a  great  deal  of  insolence  and 
sullen   pride  on   the  side  of  the  Brahmin  whose  conduct  occasioned  the 
catastrophe.     Indeed  so  unreasonable  was  his  conduct  that  some  of  his  own 
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brethren  declare*!  against  it  at  the  time,  and  he  became  very  sensible  there- 
of himself,  and  apprehensive  of  the  consequence  by  the  time  the  eiquiry 
terminated.  However  all  the  resentment  the  Resident  testified  was  a  threat 
to  expel  him  from  the  country  if  he  ever  hereafter  behaved  in  a  similar  man- 
ner. Were  tlie  enquiry  into  this  case  not  perhaps  too  long  to  admit  of  the 
Governor  General's  entire  peru.sal  of  it,  the  Resident  would  wish  thai  every 
part  of  it  might  pass  under  the  strictest  review  of  Government,  as  it 
not  only  exhibited  a  faithful  state  of  the  merits  of  this  particular  instance 
of  the  effects  of  a  passion  which  the  Resident  knew  not  a  proper  name  for, 
but  contained  also  testimony  of  the  lengths  the  same  practice  was  carried 
to  l)efore  the  expulsion  of  Cheyt  Sing,  and  might  be  in  some  measure  valu- 
able as  exhibiting,  so  far,  the  very  peculiar  state  of  manners  among  this 
order  of  men  who,  with  their  usual  spirit  of  monopoly  of  science  as  well  as 
^  in  other  beneficial  instances,  were  here  considered  as  possessing  the  ex- 
;,  chisive  right  to  sacrifice  the  weaker  and  more  infirm  females  of  their  fami- 
I  lies  for  their  own  personal  security,  since  for  a  man  of  a  lower  cast  to  have 
recourse  to  a  similar  expedient  would  he  deemed  the  height  of  arrogance, 
and  ilid  not  of  course,  the  Resident  believed,  ever  so  much  as  enter  into  their 
minds.  « 

The  Resident  has  now  reached  the  last  division  of  this  address  in  which 
remained  to  be  noticed  those  articles  and  queries  contained  in  the  commands 
of  the  3rd  of  October  that  had  not  been  replied  to  in  the  course  of  any  of 
the  preceding  observations.  * 

In  stating  in  his  addrass  of  the  1 2th  of  September  last  the  amount 
of  the  Raja's  Jagheers  at  3,12,358  rupees,  the  Resident  meant  their  net  pro- 
duce to  him  free  of  charges. 

The  actual  payments  of  the  Raja,  or  rather  of  the  Raj  or  Zemin- 
daree,  (which  the  Governor  General  desired  him  to  transmit  instead  of 
the  average  amount),  would  be  for  the  most  part  found  accurately  stated 
as  to  each  separate  year  in  the  fifth  column  of  the  second  account  referred 
to  in  the  order  of  Government,  as  inserted  in  the  body  of  his  letter  of  the 
12th  of  September  1788  ;  and  from  the  aggregate  of  which  the  said  average 
was  drawn  ;  since  what  was  payable  each  year  as  stated  in  that  fifth  co- 
lumn was  actually  paid  with  the  exceptions  of  1189  and  1191,  as  explained 
in  the  above  mentioned  letter.  And  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  the 
accompanying  statement*  contained  theRaja'sactual 
coming.  payments,  or  the  Company's  receipts  from  the  Mai 

and  Sayer  revenue  funds  of  this  Zemindaree  from  1189  to  1195.  The  re- 
ceipts and  surplus  of  the  first  year  of  this  series  were  not,  for  the  reason 
then  assigned,  included  in  the  addition  of  the  component   parts  of  the  six 
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subsequent  years  on  which  the  average  then  stated  was  struck  ;  and  therefore 
the  excess  of  collections  in  favour  of  Dirg  Bejy  Sing  for  that  first  year  having 
been,  through  a  wrong  method  of  calculation,  stated  at  4,92,191-15-3  in- 
stead (f  3,50,167,  (which  last  is  the  real  excess  or  surplus,)  became  of  less 
conseqjence.  However  the  Resident  took  this  opportunity  to  make  the  cor- 
rection ;  the  error  having  been  occasioned  by  adding  that  part  of  the  annual 
deductions  that  Dirg  Bejy  claimed  but  which  were  not  allowed,  tfiz., 
1,42,024-15-3,  to  the  real  surplus  of  his  collections  from  the  country. 

In  respect  to  the  observation  that  some  part  of  the  Raja's  depen- 
dants, meant  to  be  provided  for  in  the  sum  originally  assigned  for  his  and 
their  support  (to  the  amount,  including  Jagheers,  of  Rs.  902,741-15-0),  might 
be  paid  from  the  Sudder  charges  of  collection,  the  Resident  had  no  doubt  in 
expressing  his  belief  that  all  the  charges  of  the  Sudder  Cutcherry  were 
meant  to  be  defrayed  from  these  supposed  funds  of  about  Nine  Lacs.  This 
would,  he  thought,  evidently  appear  from  a  consideration  to  what  these  Sud- 
der Cutcherry  charges  were  composed  of,  amounting  altogether  to  1,5 1,208-7-0, 
which  being  deducted(as  seemed  just  andright)fromthesumof  9,02,741-15-0 
left  7,51,533-8-0,  from  which  deducting  further  the  amount  of  Ousan  Sing's 
Jagheer  (which  that  person  was  in  the  separate  enjoyment  of)  to  the  amount 
of  54,000  rupees,  there  remained  6,97,533-8.  Subtracting  from  this  the 
real  remaining  Jumma  or  rental  which  the  Raja  derived  from  his  Jagheer 
viz.,  3,12,358,  the  deficiency  to  make  up  the  estimated  Nine  Lacs  and  up- 
wards was  reduced  to  rupees  3,85,175-8,  which  the  Resident  did  not  him- 
self believe  to  have  ever  been  realizable,  being  sunk  in  the  four  lacs  which 
were  specified  in  the  first  statement  of  the  general  settlement  of  Benares  in 
1781  "  to  be  profits  enjoyed  by  the  Baboos,  which  may  now  be  resumed,"  but 
this  resumption,  although  it  did  appear  to  have  been  attempted  in  the  first 
year  of  the  present  Raja's  tenure,  was  certainly  not  eflfected  by  any  equiva- 
lent and  real  addition  to  the  Mofussil  settlement ;  which  has,  on  the  contrary, 
continued  ever  since  to  fall  much  below  the  standard  of  the  year  of  Cheyt 
Sing's  expulsion. 

It  might  be  here  observed  that  the  Raja  possessed  no  longer  the  per- 
gunnah  of  Mohaitch  as  a  Jagheer,  that  pergunnah  having  been  resumed  on 
Dirg  Bejy  Sing's  failure,  as  having  been  considered  to  have  been  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  office  of  Naib.  In  lieu  thereof,  the  Raja  had  obtained  the  two 
pergunnah  of  Khera  and  Mungrore,  which  were  more  than  an  equivalent, 
and  the  calculation  contained  in  the  preceding  paragraph  did  not  of  course 
include  Mohaitch,  but  contained  the  Jumma  of  Khera  and  Mungrore. 

As  the  Governor  General  in  Council  had,  as  was  very  reasonable, 
supposed  that  the  annual  surplus  of  the  public  collections  made  a  comfor- 
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table  addition  to  the  Raja's  income,  the  Resident  called  upon  him  to  state 
how  much  he  had  realized  in  this  way  annually  since  his  accession  to  the 
Raj.  From  his  answer  to  this  it  appeared  tliat  he  disclaimed  all  knowledge 
of  the  public  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  of  course  disavowed  having 
received  atjy  part  of  the  said  surpluses  (which  appeared  in  the  9th  column 
of  the  2nd  account  inserted  in  Resident's  address  of  September)  previous  to 
the  Fuslee  year  1 1 92,  since  which  he  did  admit  having  realized  some  small 
suras,  but  stated  that  in  all,  to  the  end  of  1194,  they  only  amounted  to 
Rupees  25,814-4,  whereas  for  the  deficiency  of  revenue  in  the  end  of  1193 
Fuslee,  he  was  obliged  to  pay  or  advance  Rupees  40,000,  so  that  instead  of 
being  hitherto  any  gainer  he  would,  according  to  this  statement,  seem  to  be 
a  loser  of  about  a  lac  of  Rupees,  by  his  responsibility  for  the  public  revenue 
since  the  period  that  he  had  been  Raja  of  Benares.  But  the  Resident  had 
some  reason  to  think  that,  if  it  could  serve  any  good  purpose  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  past  years,  the  Raja  would  appear  to 
have  received  or  expended  somewhat  more  of  these  surpluses  than  he  chose 
now  to  acknowledge  ;  as  during  the  year  1192  Fuslee,  in  which  the  surplus 
ought  to  be  as  stated  in  the  already  cited  account,  2,07,609-14-3,  the  Raja 
was,  the  Resident  understood,  charged  by  Cashmeery  Mull,  his  native  trea- 
surer, with  having  received  sums  thereof  to  the  amount  of  above  1,20,000 
Rupees,  of  which  however  the  Raja  himself  took  no  notice  in  his  letter  to 
the  Resident. 

Not  being  himself,  even  ostensibly,  concerned  in  these  accounts  fur- 
ther than  regards  the  year  1194  (at  the  end  of  which  Resident  took  charge), 
and  his  aforesaid  account,  as  transmitted  in  September  last,  stating  a  sur- 
plus of  Rs.  70,811-8-0  for  the  year,  (which  also  the  Raja  had  not  directly 
noticed)  the  Resident  thought  it  proper  now  to  submit  in  the  account  the 
particulars  of  the  expenditure  of  this  sum,  as  extracted  from  the  public  ac- 
counts here,  although  he  had  in  no  respect  been  really  responsible  on  this 
head  ;  these  several  disbursements  having  all  been  made  previous  to  his  arri- 
val or  entering  into  the  charge  of  the  Residency ;  but  the  Resident  added 
that  were  he  answerable  there  appeared  nothing  but  what  seemed  fair  and 
proper  on  the  face  of  the  account  in  question. 

The  Resident  had  in  obedience  to  instructions  endeavoured  to  procure 
the  most  authentic  estimate  in  his  power  of  the  Raja's  expenses,  without 
calling  upon  him  for  the  particulars  thereof,  from  which  it  did  not  appear 
that  his  current  and  ordinary  disbursements  could  exceed  a  lac  of  Rupees  an- 
nually. There  was  in  fact  no  doubt  but  that,  considering  the  style  of  his  liv-* 
ing,  he  was  amply  provided  for  from  the  three  lacs  and  upwards  which  he 
received  from  his  Jagheers,  besides  which  he  derived  no  doubt  some  annual 
profits  from  his  own  Zemindaree  of  Gungapoor  and  the  other  lands  of  Bah- 
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loopoor  and  Kerowna,  which  althangh  nominally  rented  l»y  tlic  old  Ranee, 
the  widow  of  Buhvunt  Sing,  lie  might  reasjouab^y  be  suppocied  to  have  » 
joint  interest  in. 

The  style  of  tlje  Raja's  expeoses-  was  irt  the  Resident's  opinion  far 
from  extravagant,  and  even  much  less  than  what  was  snittihle  to  his  rank 
and  station,  but  having  been  long  brought  up  without  hopes  of  attaining  ta 
the  Raj,  and  since  kept  in  a  state  of  political  d'Cpression  nndev  Naibs  and 
Managers,  his  mind  seemed,  from  the  habit  of  subjection  it  had  contracted^ 
not  very  susceptible  of  expanding  in  proportion  to  the  rise  of  his  fortune  ; 
though  it  was  difficult  to  say  what  alteration  might  in  this  respect  be  ob- 
tained were  he  placed  in  the  free  ami  altogether  uncontrolled  management 
of  his  country,  a  measure  which  the  Resident  still  thought  might  pos.sil)ly 
answer  the  intentions  of  Government ;  yet  the  Resident  esteemed  the  risk 
of  his  failure  too  great  to  desire  that  Government  should  make  such  an  ex- 
periment upon  the  ground  of  any  positive  recommendation  on  his  part.  This 
much  however  seemed  certain,  that  in  all  countries,  and  more  especially  in 
those  of  the  East,  divided  or  broken  authority  and  rule  of  Government 
could  hardly  succeed  so  well  as  a  single  and  uncontrolled  administration. 

The  relinquishment  by  the  Government  of  the  Raja's  engagement 
to  pay  the  balance  of  1191  Fuslee  to  the  original  amount  of  Rs.  3,14,655-2, 
seemed  equally  founded  on  just  expediency  and  strict  equity  ;  on  the  first, 
because  there  were  no  available  resources  to  pay  tbearrear  from  ;  and  2ndly, 
because  had  the  Raja  been  properly  answerable  for  this  balance,  (which 
could  not  be  in  equity,  as  it  was  incurred  when  he  had  no  share  in  t\\e  ma- 
nagement of  the  country)  yet  as  Government  had  been  unable  to  perform 
their  part  of  one  of  the  material  conditions  oftiie  contract  concluded  on  thi» 
subject  with  Mr.  Grant,  namely  tO' realize  from  Cashmeery  Mull  the  sum  of 
about  Rupees  1,25,000,  the  Raja  might  with  propriety  have  objected  to  any 
further  payment  of  his  stipulated  instalments  on  account  of  this  debt,  till 
Government  had  enabled  him  to  recover  the  said  amount  thereof ;  but,  to 
do  him  justice,  the  Resident  believed,  an  idea  of  this  kind  never  occurred  ta 
him,  notwithstanding  which  he  had  intended  to  have  represented  the  seem- 
ing hardship  of  his  situation  in  that  respect  to  the  Governor  General,  when 
both  he  and  Resident  were  unexpectedly  relieved  by  the  hiyaane  order  of 
Government. 

Before  however  it  arrived,  the  Raja  had  rn  the  course  of  1194  anti 
1195  paid,  partly  from  the  funds  pointed  out  to  him  by  Mr.  Grant,  and 
partly  from  the  surplus  of  the  collections  of  1194,  the  sum  of  Rs.  1,64,655-2, 
so  that  there  only  remained  unliquidated  a  claimable  residue  of  Rupees 
1,50,000,  of  which  the  greatest  part  was  recoverable  from  Cashmeery  Mull. 
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From  such  part  of  the  funds  originally  destined  for  the  liquidation 
of  this  balance  as  continued  to  be  still  applicable  to  that  object,  only  Rs. 
10,940-5,  were  last  year  realized,  and,  as  the  Raja  paid  Rupees  50,000  of 
this  old  balance  within  the  same  period,  about  40,000  Rupees  thereof 
must  of  course  have  been  exclusively  appropriated  towards  the  current 
revenue.  In  fact  the  funds  originally  a.ssigned  by  the  late  Resident,  as 
concerted  between  him  and  the  Raja  for  the  liquidation  of  this  debt,  have 
nearly  all  of  them,  through  the  great  defalcation  in  the  resources  for  the 
general  current  rental,  became  altogether  or  the  next  thing  to,  quite  falla- 
cious, as  every  resource  of  the  country  at  large  was  required  and  after  all 
found  inadequate  to  the  payment  of  its  current  assessment. 

The  Raja  should  certainly  be  on  every  account  impressed  with  an 
idea  of  the  just  and  honourable  intentions  of  Government  towards  him  ; 
4  but  with  respect  to  the  three  Adawluts  of  Ghazeepoor,  Jounpore  and 
Mirzapoor,  he  had,  the  Resident  believed,  no  conception  that  the  estab- 
lishments thereof  were  liable  to  be  charged  to  his  account,  because  he 
did  not  desire  their  institution,  and  could  hardly  form  just  ideas  of  the  use 
of  them.  There  was  however  little  or  no  doubt  but  they  had  proved  already 
eminently  advantageous.  The  mart  of  Mirzapoor  was  thronged  with  in- 
habitants, and  about  100  Beegahs  of  land  have  within  the  last  twelve 
months  been  taken  into  its  circuit  on  which  had  been  erected  the  new  and 
capital  quarter  called  the  Muhulla  Engrezee  or  English  ward.  The  town  of 
Ghazeepoor  had  also  improved  as  well  in  point  of  trade  as  population.  As  to 
Jounpore,  it  was  not  from  its  situation  and  the  class  of  its  principal  inhabi- 
tants so  capable  of  advancement  in  these  respects,  but  the  Adawlut  cannot 
be  productive  of  any  other  than  good  efifects  to  the  community  at  that  place. 

That  the  prosperity  of  Benares  may  be  made  to  depend  "  upon  the 
operation  of  permanent  regulations"  the  former  part  of  this  address  would, 
the  Resident  thought,  afford  souie  probability  of.  But  thoroughly  to  effect 
this  or  any  other  systematic  establi.shment,  a  due  exertion  of  perseverance 
and  personal  attention  in  the  chief  manager  was  requisite,  without  which 
all  attempts  at  reform  must  be  nugatory,  and,  therefore,  as  such  attention, 
of  any  continuance,  was  not,  he  feared,  to  be  expected  from  the  Raja,  the 
Resident  still  thought  that  the  institution  of  a  Revenue  Court,  such  as  was 
sufoested  in  his  letter  of  the  12th  of  September  and  the  rule  for  whose 
guidance  should  be  the  regulations  of  the  25th  of  June  1788,  was  an 
essentially  necessary  preliminary  to  the  Elaja's  being  reinvested  with  the 
management  of  the  country  ;  for  it  seemed  too  probable  that  had  he  conti- 
nued to  carry  on  the  collections  with  as  little  anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  and  so  much  solicitude  at  all  events  to  realize  the  asses.sed  rental, 
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the  consequence  might  and  would  have  sunk  the  resources  of  the  Zemln- 
daree  several  lacs  annually,  so  that  not  even  for  this,  and  still  less  for  the 
subsequent  years,  would  he  have  been  able  to  pay  the  Government's 
Jumma  within  a  very  large  sum  indeed.  He  would,  in  short,  have,  in  the 
Kesident's  belief  and  opinion,  been  speedily  and  perhaps  irretrievably  in- 
volved in  that  distress  which  the  Government  orders  of  the  3rd  of  October 
had,  he  trusted,  successfully  anticipated  and  guarded  against. 

At  the  same  time,  in  justice  to  the  Raja,  the  Resident  must  observe 
that  he  entered  on  the  management  in  the  beginning  of  last  year  at  rather 
an  unfavorable  period,  when,  for  the  gratification  of  his  own  mistaken  poli- 
tical views,  he  had  prevented  the  cultivation  of  the  country  for  1195,  and 
when,  had  even  every  care  been  taken  to  that  end,  a  diminution  and  not  an 
increase  on  the  Mofussil  settlement  should  have  taken  place  to  enable  the 
country  to  recruit  from  the  state  of  decay  it  had  long  been  in.  These  cir- 
cumstances, although  they  could  not  then  be  accurately  or  certainly  known 
by  the  Resident,  yet  could  not  have  been  hidden  from  the  Raja,  and  by  his 
not  attending  to  them,  joined  to  all  the  other  circumstances  detailed  in  the 
present  and  the  former  address  of  the  12th  of  September,  his  attempted 
management  had  suffered  a  sudden  interruption,  attended  with  discredit  to 
himself  and  the  most  imminent  danger  of  serious  loss  to  Government, 

The  business  of  the  settlement  and  the  multiplied  current  avoca- 
tions of  the  Resident's  station,  together  with  a  desire  not  to  disgust  the 
Canoongoes  in  the  present  stage  of  the  new  settlement,  had  prevented  him 
from  proceeding  yet  to  a  thorough  arrangement  of  their  departments,  but 
lie  trusted  he  should  have  a  little  more  time  to  allot  to  this  and  some  other 
inferior  duties  incumbent  on  him.  The  Canoongoes  were  now,  or  ought 
to  be,  effectually  independent  of  the  Amils,  enjoying  each  of  them  se- 
parate portions  of  land  in  each  pergunnah,  which,  as  already  stated,  con- 
stituted a  deduction  from  the  gross  settlement,  or,  in  fact,  a  charge  to 
Government  of  Rupees  43,225,-3-6.  It  was  surprizing  what  an  influence 
they  had  already  acquired  within  the  few  years  that  they  had  been  re-es- 
tablished ;  insomuch  that  the  Amils  found  themselves  for  the  most  part 
quite  unable  to  collect  their  Kists  without  their  immediate  aid  and  agency, 
and  although  their  influence  could  not  well  be  too  great,  were  they  always 
actuated  by  motives  of  honesty  and  fair  dealing,  yet  several  instances  had 
during  this  year  come  before  the  Resident  where  they  had,  instead  of  assist- 
ing, even  appeared  to  impede  the  collections  through  motives  of  ani- 
mosity to  the  Amil,  or  to  reduce  him  to  an  acquiescence  in  their  interested 
terms.  In  such  cases  the  Resident's  interference  had  generally  obviated 
the  ill  consequence,  but  there  were  some  Canoongoes  whom  by  way  df 
example  he  intended  to  dismiss  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and  to  appoint 
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Others  iu  their  stead,  not  at  all  of  their  family  ;  as  adhering  to  the  same 
line  of  consauguiiiity  would  almost  entirely  defeat  the  object  of  their  re- 
moval. 

The  Resident  had  also  still  in  view  to  make  some  permanent  provi- 
sion for  the  Cazees  throughout  the  district,  which  he  hoped  to  be  able  to 
report  by  the  end  of  this  Fuslee  year. 

That  this  report  of  the  revenue  concerns  of  the  country  might 
be  as  complete  as  possible,  the  Resident  had  added  to  the  vouchers  ac- 
companying it  an  account  exhibiting  the  present  reduced  amount  of  the 
Maafy  Maraooly,  (all  which  did  at  present  form  a  part  of  the  Mujray 
noticed  in  detailing  the  present  year's  settlement),  which  exhibited  also  a 
comparative  view  between  the  several  articles  thereof  as  they  now  stood 
and  what  they  were  in  the  end  of  1194.  The  first  article,  being  Rupees 
7,437-3-9,  consisted  of  charitable  allowances  paid  to  women  and  others 
from  the  Cutwally  and  Rahdary  duties  at  Jounpore,  but  when  these  were 
utterly  abolished  in  March  last,  the  Resident  did  not  think  himself  autho- 
rized to  order  the  payments  in  question  to  be  charged  on  the  remaining 
funds  of  the  Custom  House,  although  the  resumption  might  have  fallen 
with  severity  on  some  of  the  former  Pensioners. 

The  account  contained  in  the  voucher  exhibited  the  particulars  of  the 
free  lands  in  Benares  as  far  as  they  were  known,  but  of  1,061  J  villages  under 
this  denomination  the  value  could  not  even  be  with  any  accuracy  estimat- 
ed, from  their  not  having  been  for  many  years  measured  or  enquired  into. 
Perhaps  the  value  of  the  whole  might  be  between  a  lac  and  a  half  or  two  lacs 
of  Rupees,  and  the  Resident  thought  they  could  not  be  lower  than  this  gross 
estimation  though  very  possibly  they  might  exceed  it. 

The  Resident  asked  indulgence  for  the  length  of  this  address  which 
was  solely  to  be  imputed  to  the  earnest  desire  he  entertained  of  rendering 
Government  as  completely  acquainted  as  possible  with  the  state  of  this 
country,  the  general  tenor  of  all  his  most  material  proceedings  in  jt,  and  the 
real  consequences  with  which  they  had  been  attended,  or  which  might  be 
likely  to  ensue  from  them.  The  Resident  had  used  and  would  continue 
to  exert  his  best  endeavours  to  render  himself  worthy  of  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  him :  and  it  would  afford  him  the  highest  satisfaction,  and  greatly 
encourage  and  animate  him  to  proceed  with  the  task  in  which  he  had  eng- 
aged, to  be  honored  with  the  further  instructions  of  Government  in  respect 
to  every  article  which  might  be  thought  to  deserve  notice  or  to  require 
amendment. 

As  the  Resident  had  had  the  painful  task  of  pleading  throughout 
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tliis  address  the  necessity  of  lightening  the  burthens  on  the  country,  instead 
of  increasing  theiu,  and  as  such  increase  was  nevertheless  proposed  by  his 
predecessor,  who  no  doubt  saw  the  object  then  in  a  practicable  point  of 
view,  he  had  subjoined  a  statement  of  those  proposed  augmentations  to  the 
public  revenue  with  such  cursory  remarks  as  the  present  view  of  circum- 
stances had  suggested  in  respect  to  them. 

In  acknowledging  the  above  report  it  was  stated  that  Government 
„       ^  ^        ,.      had  bestowed  such  attention  to  this  communica- 

From  Governor  General  in        . 

Council  to  Resident  dated  tion  as  the  importance  of  it  merited,  and  that  the 
details  entered  into  could  not  but  prove  as  satis- 
factory to  the  Court  of  Directors  as  they  had  been  to  them.  Such  parts  of 
the  address  particularly  as  required  observation  or  orders  would  now  be  re- 
plied to. 

The  general  state  of  the  country  at  the  present  period,  compared 
with  its  condition  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Duncan  was  appointed  to  the  im- 
portant charge  of  superiiitenilii)g  it,  had  attracted  the  particular  notice 
of  the  Board,  and  they  had  examined  the  Resident's  report  on  this  materi- 
al point  with  a  view  to  form  a  judgment  upon  the  propriety  of  their  Re- 
solutions for  interfering  in  the  detail  of  the  business,  as  well  as  upon  the 
measures  adopted  by  him  with  respect  to. the  revenues  and  country  at  large. 
His  report  further  enabled  them  to  trace  the  character  of  the  Raja  by  just 
conclusions  derived  from  his  conduct,  and  to  form  a  determinate  opinion 
upon  the  capacity  of  the  country  to  furnish  a  tribute  due  to  this  Govern- 
ment and  an  easy  and  honorable  provision  for  the  proprietor. 

Upon  these  points  the  general  result  appeared  to  be  that  from  the 
period  of  the  expulsion  of  Cbeyt  Singh  up  to  the  date  of  Mr.  Duncan's  ap- 
pointment, the  prosperity  of  the  Zemindaree  of  Benares  had  greatly  de- 
clined ;  that  this  decline  appeared  to  have  proceeded  from  the  incapacity 
of  the  Raja  to  control  his  officers  and  affairs,  augmented  by  the  subordi- 
nation in  which  he  was  placed  with  regard  to  his  Naibs,  to  irregularity  in 
the  conduct  of  those  Naibs,  and  the  natural  conseqences  thereof,  confu- 
sion and  disorder  in  the  interior  detail  of  the  collections  ;  to  an  improper 
selection  of  Ainils  and  the  oppressions  exercised  or  connived  at  by  them  ; 
to  the  want  of  Courts  of  Justice  for  the  country  at  large  and  of  regula- 
tions for  limiting  and  preventing  exaction. 

The  prosperity  of  the  country  seemed  further  particularly  to  have 
been  affected  by  the  heavy  increase  attempted  to  be  levied  from  it  in  the 
year  1195  ;  by  the  unfrugal  expedients  which  the  Raja  resorted  to  for  that 
purpose  and  by  his  inattention  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  the  country 
by  due  advances  of  money  to  the  Ryots  and  encouragement  of  them. 
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That  from  these  several  causes  a  balance  was  incurred  by  the  Raja 
on  his  stipulations  to  the  end  of  1198,  amounting  to  3,14,655  Rupees,  and 
that  at  tiie  close  of  1195,  the  ordinary  assets  for  making  good  the  revenue  due 
by  the  Raja  for  that  year  and  the  proportion  of  the  old  balances,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  39,01,732,  proved  deficient  in  the  sum  of  2,05,662. 
It  was  further  apparent  that  under  the  pressure  of  the  Government  demands 
upon  the  Raja,  combined  with  his  incapacity  and  want  of  resolution  to  adopt 
salutary  regulations  for  the  restoration  of  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
by  relieving  the  Ryots  from  exaction  and  affording  them  security  against 
arbitrary  demands,  the  resources  must  annually  have  diminished,  equally 
to  the  loss  of  the  Government  and  injury  of  the  Raja  himself. 

The  Board's  concern  in  observing  the  insufficency  of  the  ordinary 
funds  in  1196  for  making  good  the  stipulations  to  Government  for  that 
year  was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  following  considerations  : —  that 
in  the  present  state  of  the  Zemindaree  no  provision  could  have  been  made 
for  the  complete  discharge  of  the  amount  without  rack  renting  the  country, 
and  inducing  future  impoverishment  ;  that  the  ryots  had  been  relieved  from 
many  impositions  in  their  nature  arbitrary  and  in  their  amount  unlimited  i 
that  by  due  regulations  a  bar  had  been  placed  to  future  exaction,  and  that 
the  demands  upon  the  ryots  had  been  simplified  and  rendered  definite  ;  that 
the  public  revenue  had  been  provided  for  in  real  and  ascertained  funds,  to 
the  general  advantage  of  all  responsible  for  it,  and  that  confidence  and 
security  had  been  established. 

When  the  Board  further  considered  that  these  objects  had  been  pro- 
moted and  attained  by  the  abolition  of  duties  and  tolls,  affecting  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  and  community  at  large,  they  had  no  hesitation  in 
affirming  that  the  diminution  of  the  Jumma  was  expedient  and  necessary 
and  a  moderate  sacrifice  to  the  future  prosperity  of  the  country,  with 
which  the  interests  of  the  British  nation  were  so  immediately  connected. 

Having  premised  these  general  remarks  arising  from  the  informa- 
tion communicated  by  the  Resident,  the  Board  proceeded  to  reply  more 
particularly  to  the  Resident's  letter  after  observing  that  the  result  suggested 
the  highest  approbation  of  the  zeal,  activity,  candour  and  ability  so  emi- 
nently displayed  by  him,  not  only  in  the  propositions  which  he  had  made 
for  promoting  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  in  the  expedients  adopted 
for  this  purpose,  but  equally  so  in  the  firmness  and  regularity  with  which 
they  had  been  executed  and  explained. 

The  Board  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  more  particularly  into 
the  measures  relating  to  the  year  1195  further  than    to  remark,  that  the 
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expedients  discovered  by  the  Resident  for  supplying  the  deficiency  had 
their  approbation,  and  that  they  entirely  admitted  the  propriety  of  his 
reasoning  on  the  application  of  the  funds  arising  from  the  Raja's  Jagheer 
Pergunnah  of  Kera  Mungrore  and  amounting  to  Rs.  85,000.  "With  respect 
to  the  other  sum  of  85,000  Rs.  advanced  by  Sheolal  Dobeh  in  consi- 
deration of  certain  stipulations  agreed  to  by  the  Raja,  although,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board,  the  principle  was  objectionable  as  tending  to  an  an- 
ticipation of  future  resources,  they  could  not,  under  the  leading  circum- 
stances of  the  transaction,  object  to  it. 

The  discussion  preceding  the  measures  adopted  for  the  settlement 
of  1196  and  the  Resident's  ultimate  determiuation  to  relinquish  the  pro- 
posed idea  of  a  measurement  and  to  abide  by  the  Canoongoe's  reports  and 
estimates,  compared  and  corroborated  with  the  other  information  pointed 
out,  were  equally  just  and  proper.  The  abolition  of  the  Nuzzurana,  Bur- 
haee  and  Rusooras,  and  the  reduction  of  the  various  articles  composing 
the  revenue  to  the  denomination  of  Mai  only,  had  already  been  approved 
by  the  Board  in  part,  and  were  now  wholly  confirmed.  The  abolition  of 
the  monopoly  of  Sujjee  was  indispensable,  and  the  restruction  of  the  Sud- 
der  and  Mofussil  Kistbundee  to  their  former  periods  was  equally  wise  and 
expedient.  The  Board  had  referred  to  the  form  of  the  Cabooleeut  execu- 
ted by  the  Arails  and  approved  the  terms  and  precision  with  which  it  was 
drawn.  They  observed  however  the  term  etcetcBra  at  the  end  of  the 
established  articles  of  deduction  and  though  they  concluded  that  no  incon- 
venience or  discussion  would  arise  from  the  use  of  it,  yet  they  would  ra- 
ther have  wished  that  the  articles  to  which  it  referred  had  been  specifically 
stated. 

The  Board  would  defer  passing  atiy  opinion  upon  the  Istumraree 
Sunnuds  until  they  received  the  Resident's  general  report  upon  this  sulject 
as  intimated  in  the  paragraph  referred  to. 

The  Board  confirmed  the  resumption  of  the  alienated  villages. 

The  motives  which  induced  the  Resident  to  admit  the  Raja's  rea- 
soning for  granting  an  indulgence  respecting  the  alienated  Jagheer  and 
farm  of  Hurrooa  justified  the  small  allowance  made  on  this  account. 

The  Board  approved  the  Resident's  proposition  to  the  Raja  for 
a  reduction  of  the  horse  and  footmen,  whether  really  or  nominally  main- 
tained by  him  for  the  service  of  the  collections,  and  were  happy  to  find 
that  he  had  carried  the  proposition  into  effect.  In  referring  to  the  corres- 
pondence which  passed  between  him  and  the  Raja,  they  observed  with 
trreat  satisfaction  the  readiness  with  which  Resident  met   the  Raja's   sug- 
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gestion  for  offering  liis  advice  regarding  the  settlement,  and  the  fairness 
and  candour  with  which  he  discussed  the  Raja's  arguments.  It  was  hoped 
that  this  consent  would  make  a  due  impression  upon  the  Raja  and  tend 
to  his  improvement.  The  Board  saw  no  reason  for  admitting  any  alteration 
in  Resident's  proceedings  in  consequence  of  the  Raja's  communications  ; 
the  only  practicable  suggestion  intimated  by  the  Raja  was  for  an  extension 
of  the  leases,  which  was  with  propriety  adopted,  and  in  the  choice  of  the 
Amils.  The  Board  placed  greater  reliance  upon  the  Resident's  judgment 
than  upon  the  Raja's  discretion. 

The  arrangement  for  the  liquidation  of  Sheolal  Dobeh's  demand  was 
just  and  expedient,  and  the  nomination  of  Sunker  Pundit  to  the  manage- 
ment of  Secunderpore  was  not  only  preferable  to  the  Raja's  suggestion 
but  highly  proper  in  itself. 

The  defalcation  in  the  resources  occasioned  by  the  adjustment  in 
favor  of  Bulwunt  Sing's  widow  was  too  trifling  to  justify  any  alteration  in 
the  arrangements.  On  general  principles  the  Board  would  wish  the  districts 
assigned  to  women  in  this  predicament  to  be  as  limited  as  possible. 

The  Board  had  referred  to  the  Resident's  proceedings  of  the  19tli 
January  containing  the  Sunnuds  to  Raja  Adii  Shah,  and  although  they 
could  not  but  admit  the  hardships  of  his  case  and  the  apparent  injustice 
of  the  resolutions  depriving  him  of  his  Jagheer,  the  reflections  arising  from 
this  admission  must  be  transferred  to  the  grant  and  cannot  impugn  the 
principles  upon  which  the  Resolutions  of  Grovernment  were  formed.  Sheo- 
lal Dobeh  had  certainly  a  claim  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  loan  made 
by  him  to  Raja  Adil  Shah,  under  the  sanction  of  public  authority,  and  the 
Board  therefore  approved  Resident's  final  arrangement  of  the  settlement 
for  the  Pergunnahs  Burhur  and  Agoree,  including  the  stipulation  for  the 
discharge  of  Sheolal's  claim. 

The  ejection  of  Sheo  Dyal  from  Bominiab,  dnd  the  substitution  of 
Drig  Pal  had  the  Board's  approbation. 

The  Board  remarked  that  the  accounts  and  detail  of  the  settlement 
were  perfectly  clear  and  satisfactory,  and,  under  the  precautions  adopted 
with  respect  to  the  Canoongoes,  must  be  deemed  a  fair  exhibition  of  the 
actual  available  resources  of  the  revenue.  They  entirely  approved  the 
settlement  and  Resident's  proceedings  upon  the  same,  which  they  had 
frequently  reverted  to. 

The  appropriation  of  the  fund  set  apart  for  the  liquidation  of  Sheo- 
lal Dobeh's  debt  would  in  future  be  a  just   augmentation    of  the   asset?  ; 
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but  the  Board  entirely  concurred  with  the  Resident  in  deeming  it  unad- 
visable  to  attempt  to  levy  from  the  country,  as  heretofore,  the  sum  of 
43,225  Rs.  alienated  from  the  rental  as  au  allowance  to  the  Canoougoes, 
as  it  was  conceived  that  such  an  attempt  would,  for  the  present  at  least, 
prove  injurious  in  a  degree  beyond  the  advantages  derived  from  the  rea- 
lization of  the  amount. 

Notwithstanding  the  deficiency  of  Rs.  1,01,8141-15-4  on  a  comparison 
of  the  settlement  with  the  demand  of  the  Company  upon  Benares,  the 
Board  were  by  no  means  willing  to  adopt  any  measures  for  supplying  this 
amount  that  might  have  a  tendency  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  province  on  Government,  or  to  induce  them  to  impeach  its 
humanity.  Whatever  increase  might  arise  from  the  customs  was  a  fair 
resource,  but  any  diminution  of  charitable  allowances  to  the  pensioners 
would  be  highly  unadvisable  aod  of  course  the  Board  disclaimed  it.  But 
they  were  not  equally  aware  of  the  impropriety  of  an  investigation  of  the 
Mofussil  allowances  and  charges  comprehended  in  the  sum  of  83,156-11-6, 
under  a  limitation  that  extravagance  only  be  retrenched,  and  that  charitable 
donations  be  confirmed.  Some  investigation  therefore  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain the  particular  nature  and  necessity  of  these  charges  the  Board 
would  recommend,  and  if  the  result  of  a  partial  enquiry  should  be  such  as 
to  show  any  prospect  of  increasing  the  public  funds  by  a  revisal  of  the 
whole,  the  Board  would  further  recommend  the  prosecution  of  it  to  a 
completion.  This  was  left  to  the  Resident  to  form  his  own  judgment  on, 
but  it  was  not  wished  that  it  should  be  carried  on  with  an  economical 
rigour  that  might  diminish  the  just  rewards  of  service,  or  with  a  strictness 
that  might  disgust  or  distress  any  objects  of  compassion.  The  charges 
of  the  Moolky  Civil  and  Criminal  Courts,  as  the  Raja  was  not  responsible 
for  the  realization  of  the  settlement,  fell  of  course  upon  the  Company,  but 
if  the  settlement  had  been  made  by  him,  they  could  not,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  district,  place  them  with  propriety  to  the  Raja's  account 
The  profits  arising  from  opium  were  not  mentioned  in  the  Resident's 
address,  as  not  indeed  belonging  immediately  to  the  subject  of  it,  but,  in 
comparing  the  expected  receipts  with  the  Company's  demands  upon  the 
Province,  they  ought  to  be  considered. 

The  Board  were  happy  after  all  to  observe  that  the  revenues  of 
next  year,  supposing  the  estimated  receipts  of  the  customs  to  be  enhanced 
in  the  proportion  thought  possible,  viz.  Rs.  50,000,  would  supply  a  suffi- 
cient fund  for  the  discharge  of  the  Raja's  stipulation  to  the  Company  and 
that  his  ability  would  be  progressively  greater  until  the  close  of  the  leases. 

Although  an  objection  arose  to  the  insertion  of  an  amount  as  the 
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Jiinima  of  Benares  during  the  current  year  wliich  could  not  he  expected 
to  Ite  realizal,  yet  in  tlie  Board's  opinion  the  statement  of  the  settlement 
should  not  on  this  account  undergo  an  alteration.  The  settlement  was 
permanent,  and  the  deficiency  was  temporary.  The  necessity  and  circum- 
stances of  tlie  latter  had  l)een  fidly  explained  hy  the  Resident,  and  tliut  no 
mistake  migiit  arise  from  adopting  this  mode  of  settlement,  the  Board 
would  direct  the  Accountant  General  to  allow  in  his  estimate  on  account  of 
deficiency  of  the  Benares  revenue  the  sum  of  76,8I4!-15-4),  being  the  re- 
mainder of  1,01,814-15-4,  after  deducting  from  it  Rs.  25,000  only  on 
account  enhanced  receipts  of  customs.  The  Board  purposely  assumed  an 
amount  less  than  Resident's  Estimate,  and  they  thought  this  mode  prefer- 
able to  his  proposal  of  adopting  the  average  sum  of  38,42,689-1 4-6,  for  the 
revenue  demandahje  by  the  Company  during  the  current  year,  as  being 
founded  on  actual  or  estimated  resources. 

The  Board  could  not  peruse  without  great  satisfaction  the  Resident's 
observations  on  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  settlement  with  regard  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  country,  which  were  confirmed  by  the  general 
information  individually  received  by  them.  The  Regulations  of  the  25th 
June  1788  were  well  calculated  to  promote  these  objects,  and  a  steady 
adherence  to  them,  as  a  Dustoor-vl-Amul  for  the  Province  at  large,  would 
be  the  surest  means  of  rendering  these  benefits  permanent. 

That  the  natives  would  at  once  adopt  the  spirit  of  these  regulations 
was  not  to  be  expected,  since  in  all  countries,  and  particularly  in  Bengal, 
an  attachment  to  established  customs  and  abuses  was  found  to  oppose  the 
introduction  of  new  and  beneficial  rules  of  practice.  That  so  much  had 
been  accomplished,  the  Board  could  only  attribute  to  the  Resident's  inter- 
ference, and  attention  to  hear  and  redress  revenue  complaints,  and  to  give 
currency  to  his  own  regulations  by  his  own  practice.  They  were  particu- 
larly happy  to  find  that  the  habit  of  employing  Sepoys  in  the  business  of 
the  collections  had  been  so  much  diminished,  and  they  had  no  doubt  that 
the  necessity  of  their  employment  at  all  would  shortly  be  almost  entirely 
superse<led. 

The  Board  had  perused  with  great  attention  the  information  rela- 
ting to  the  three  descriptions  of  persons  in  the  Pergunnah  of  Jounpore 
and  its  dependencies,  viz.  the  tribe  of  Rajkoomars,  descended  from  Raja 
Pithorah,  the  inhabitants  of  Talook  Singramow,  and  those  near  the 
Mehal  of  Jounpore. 

It  was  evident  that  from  the  natural  spirit  of  turbulence  and  in- 
dependence of  the  first  class,  the  pcrverseuess  and  violence  of  the  secuud, 
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and  the  habit  of  resistance  familiar  to  the  third,  encouraged  in  each  case 
by  their  situation  on  the  borders  of  the  territories  of  Oudh  and  Benares, 
occasional  troubles  would  arise,  and  that  lenity  and  indulgence  would  not 
always  prevent  them,  but  a  conduct  towards  these  people  regulated  by 
these  principles  and  supported  by  the  severity  of  justice,  when  its  laws 
have  been  notoriously  or  violently  infringed,  would  in  time  operate  to  the 
extinction  of  the  spirit  of  litigiousness  or  independence  assumed  by  these 
people.  The  encouragement  of  an  immediate  intercourse  between  Resident 
and  the  principal  people  of  the  districts  mentioned  would  also  prove  a 
means  of  preventing  disorder,  by  inducing  them  to  resort  to  him  instead 
of  appealing  to  resistance  for  the  vindication  of  their  own  real  or  preten- 
ded rights,  and  the  Board  were  happy  to  find  that  this  measure  was  a- 
dopted  in  the  case  of  the  two  Talookdars  of  Singramow  and  Budlapoor. 

Under  the  circumstance  of  Sheolal's  nomination  to  the  farm  of 
Jounpore,  it  did  not  appear  to  the  Board  that  Resident  could  have  made 
a  better  choice,  or  that  he  was  in  any  respect  culpable  either  for  the  dispute 
with  the  Canoongoes  of  Bhowlee,  or  for  the  consequence  attending  the 
behaviour  of  Oudhan  Sing  in  assulting  the  peon. 

But  Sheolal's  conduct  in  attempting  to  infringe  the  permanency  of 
the  lease  of  Budlapore  was  evidently  as  imprudent  and  censurable  as 
Resident's  conduct  in  resisting  it  was  proper  and  judicious.  The  Board  con- 
curred with  the  Resident  as  to  the  consequences  of  Sheolal's  act,  that  by 
accepting  proposals  from  the  family  and  vassals  of  Bulwunt  Sing  he 
could  not  fail  to  create  a  divided  interest  and  mutual  dissensions. 

The  march  of  Captain  Bonjounier  to  suppress  the  disturbances 
excited  by  Zalim  Sing  was  very  proper,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  effect  of  it 
would  be  beneficial.  It  was  certainly  a  desirable  object  that  Zalim  Sing 
should  be  apprehended,  or  at  least  that  he  should  submit  in  person,  but 
under  the  circumstances  of  his  situation,  the  less  formal  act  of  allegiance 
and  submission  on  his  part  by  entering  into  the  usual  Cabooleeut  for  his 
revenue  was  as  much  as  could  be  expected.  The  Board  thought  that  every 
method  should  be  adopted  to  apprehend  Oudhan  Sing  and  particularly  his 
son  Goordut,  the  perpetrators  of  an  act  of  barbarism  by  which  so  many 
lives  were  inhumanly  destroyed. 

The  propositions  submitted  by  the  Resident  for  remedying  these 
disorders  had  engaged  particular  attention  and  after  due  consideration  the 
Board  had  determined  upon  the  entire  adoption  of  them.  The  Governor 
General  would  accordingly  intimate  them  to  His  Excellency  the  Vizier,  and 
instructions  would  hereafter  be  issued  for  the  execution  of  them.     In  the 
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meantime  the  Board  had  the  most  perfoct  reliance  in  Resident's  discretion 
for  the  suppression  of  such  teinpor;iiy  disturbances  as  might  arise,  and 
which  must  be  in  some  degree  unavoidiibie. 

Upon  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  the  con- 
duct of  Kowree  Misr  and  Gulab  Misr,  the  Board  had  no  hesitation  in 
pronouncing  that  the  determination  to  destroy  the  fort  held  by  them  would 
have  been  highly  proper  and  justifiable.  The  very  terms  of  Gulab  Misr's 
Arzee  to  the  Resident  calling  his  fort  a  place  of  security  and  an  asylum  for 
Lis  honor  against  the  Raja's  people,  showed  an  assumption  of  independency 
which  ought  to  be  suppressed.  The  conduct  of  these  people  was,  from  the 
fii-st,  a  series  of  procrastination,  concerted  evasion  and  determined  dis- 
obedience, and  it  was  therefore  recommended  that  upon  the  first  instance 
of  any  refusal  on  their  part  to  pay  their  revenue  or  of  any  act  of  disobe- 
dience, they  be  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Resident  to  answer  for 
their  conduct,  and  unless  they  should  comply  with  the  requisition  and  give 
satisfaction  for  their  behaviour,  that  Resident  should  proceed  to  order  the 
destruction  of  the  fort  and  these  instructions  would  be  his  guide  in  similar 
instances  in  future.  The  Board  agreed  with  the  Resident  in  opinion  that 
there  might  be  some  few  instances  wherein  moderate  and  well  applied 
punishment  in  regard  to  the  reduction  of  forts  might  be  salutary  to  the 
whole  province. 

The  Board  observed  that  Mes.<<rs.  Gilchrist  ami  Charters  did  not,  in 
consequence  of  their  contract  to  supply  a  quantity  of  indigo,  derive  any 
particular  privilege  or  permis-sion  from  Government  for  renting  land  in 
Benares,  but  they  were  to  be  considered,  in  this  re.spect,  as  if  they  had  no 
contract  at  all.  Attempts  for  the  improvement  of  this  valuable  manufac- 
ture deserved  encouragement,  but  the  good  behaviour  of  those  concerned  in 
It  could  alone  give  them  a  title  to  that  encouragement. 

The  relaxation  in  the  execution  of  the  regulations  for  abolishing  the 
Agoree  Betay,  without  changing  the  principle  of  the  regulations  or  repeal- 
in<y  them,  was  a  necessary  and  proper  modification  of  them  in  compliance 
with  inveterate  prejudices. 

The  description  of  the  conduct  of  the  Brahmins  given  by  the  Re- 
sident was  as  interesting  as  it  was  as  deplorable,  and  to  have  subjects  influ- 
enced by  passions  tenninating  in  such  atrocious  acts  could  not  but  be 
deemed  a  great  misfortune  to  any  Government. 

It  was  however  a  great  satisfaction  to  the  Board  that  the  particular 
instances  mentioned  in  which  the  parties  suffered,  either  by  self-violence 
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or  that  of  others,  could  not  be  imputed  to  any  improper  conduct  on  the  part 
of  the  Raja's  officers. 

The  Board  need  not  mention,  in  the  event  of  any  similar  instances 
recurring,  the  necessity  of  a  minute  investigation  into  them,  witli  a  view 
to  ascertaining  how  far  they  were  imputable  to  the  passion,  pride  and  re- 
sentment of  the  parties,  or  to  any  improper  behaviour  of  the  Amils. 

Whatever  allowance  might  be  due  to  the  prejudices  of  the  Brah- 
niinical  tribe,  the  Board  had  an  irresistible  motive  to  oppose  the  operation 
of  such  as  terminated  in  murder,  and  thought  that  this  crime  should  meet 
■with  its  due  punishment,  whatever  prejudice  might  have  suggested.  To  waive 
the  infliction  of  punishment  might  be  understood  to  give  a  sanction  to  the 
crime. 

The  Board  thought  therefore  that  a  proclamation  should  be  issued 
to  this  effect,  with  a  further  notice  that  the  families  of  persons  murdering 
any  one,  in  resentment  for  the  conduct  of  an  Amil  in  demanding  the 
revenue,  would  be  for  ever  banished  from  the  Zemindaree.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  notification  might  be  accompained  with  assurances  of  the  strict- 
est justice,  in  case  the  demands  upon  them  should  be  unjust  or  the  conduct 
of  the  Amil  oppressive ;  and  after  such  publication  the  first  crime  of  this 
nature  when  proved  should  be  punished.  The  Board  were  of  opinion  that 
the  repetition  of  the  crime  would  be  rare,  when  an  example  had  been  made 
of  the  guilty,  and  they  accordingly  directed  that  the  mode  of  proceeding 
here  pointed  out  be  adopted,  unless  the  Resident  should  have  well  groun- 
ded apprehensions  that  it  might  lead  to  the  commission  of  the  crime  which 
it  was  meant  to  prevent,  or  that  there  were  objections  to  it,  which  it  might 
be  necessary  to  state  for  the  Board's  final  determination  upon  the  subject. 

The  Board  were  happy  to  find  that  under  the  economical  disposi- 
tion of  the  Raja,  a  considerable  surplus  was  left  to  him  from  the  increase 
of  his  Jagheer,  and  that  the  future  revenue  of  his  Zemindaree  would  sup- 
ply an  addition  to  it.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Board  would  leave 
the  determination  of  the  quantum  of  the  tribute  to  be  demanded  from  the 
Raja  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  to  whom  the  deficiency 
on  the  estimated  funds  for  his  personal  expenses,  at  the  time  when  the  tri- 
bute was  fixed,  would  be  pointed  out. 

The  restoration  of  the  Raja  to  the  administration  of  his  country 
■was  a  matter  of  serious  and  important  consideration.  The  Board  sincere- 
ly wished  that  his  abihties  were  such  as  to  render  the  measure  compatible 
•with  the  good  of  the  country,  but  they  were  thoroughly  convinced  that  the 
execution  of  it  at  present  would  prove  the  destruction  of  that  system  of 
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reformation  and  regularity  which  the  Resitlent  had  so  strenuously  and 
successfully  labored  to  iutroiluce.  As  the  beneficial  consequence  of  the 
Resident's  conduct  and  regulations  became  in  the  progress  of  time  appa- 
rent, they  could  not  fail  to  make  an  impression  upon  the  llaja,  favorable  to 
the  permanency  of  the  system ;  and  if  he  could  be  induced  to  reflect  upon 
the  consequences  of  the  measures  which  he  pursued,  he  must  be  sensible,  that 
by  a  temporary  deprivation  of  his  managenient,  he  had  escaped  a  loss  which 
woukl  otherwise  have  been  unavoidable.  The  Raja  ought  at  the  same 
time  to  acknowledge  tiiat  the  Government  had  submitted  to  a  deficiency 
in  the  amount  of  revenue,  which  he  was  bound  to  pay,  from  a  motive  only 
of  rendering  him  more  capable  of  discharging  it  in  future,  without  any  in- 
tention of  demanding  an  augmentation  in  -proportion  to  the  improved 
abilities  of  his  Zemindaree. 

The  Board  looked  forward  however  to  a  period  when  the  adminis- 
tration might  again  with  safety  be  restored  to  him,  and  although  the  Resi- 
dent's conduct  furnished  the  most  useful  lesson  for  his  instruction,  they 
wished  that  no  opportunity  should  be  omitted  of  explaining  to  him  the 
principles  of  the  same,  the  necessity  of  a  systematical  adherence  to  them 
and  of  a  constant  and  steady  application  to  business  ;  and  if  the  notifica- 
tion could  be  imparted  without  risk  to  the  Resident's  influence,  and  without 
exciting  apprehensions  in  the  farmers,  it  might  be  proper  to  suggest  Gov- 
ernment's intention  of  recommitting  the  management  to  him  as  soon  as 
they  were  satisfied  that  his  abilities  were  equal  to  it. 

The  utility  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  and  the  indispensable  necessity 
of  regulating  the  determination  of  justice  by  fixed  laws,  instead  of  discre- 
tion, should  be  on  all  occasions  inculcated  on  the  Raja,  as  from  habit  and 
education  he  could  not  be  qualified  to  form  a  just  idea  upon  these  subjects. 
It  was  not  without  reluctance  that  Government  adopted  measures  repug- 
nant to  the  spirit  of  the  Pottah  by  which  he  held  his  Zemindaree,  but  the 
necessity  of  the  case  admitted  no  suspense,  and  in  fact  the  establishment  of 
Resident's  authority  was  no  more  than  a  substitution  for  the  control  of 
Naibs,  to  which  he  had  been  bound  to  submit. 

On  the  relinquishment  of  the  unpaid  balance  of  the  year  1191,  no 
remarks  were  necessary.  It  was  a  satisfaction  to  the  Board  to  find  the  expe- 
diency of  the  measure  established  by  the  accurate  information  which  had 
been  supplied  on  the  funds  of  Benares.  To  have  persisted  in  the  demand 
would  certainly  have  involved  the  Raja  in  distress  and  occasioned  much 
well-founded  dissatisfaction  in  his  mind. 

The  Board  contemplated  with  great  pleasure  the  beneficial  effects  of 
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the  institution  of  tiie  Adawluts  at  Ghazeepore  and  Mirzapore  and  the  in- 
crease of  commerce  and  population.  They  entirely  concurred  in  the 
propriety  of  establishing  a  Revenue  Court  as  suggested  by  the  Resident 
in  his  letter  of  the  12th  September,  constituting  the  Regulations  of  the 
1 2th  June  1788  as  the  rule  of  guidance,  previous  to  the  investiture  of  the 
Raja  with  the  management  of  his  country,  and,  although  Resident's  per- 
sonal attention  might  not  render  the  establishment  of  it  immediately 
necessary,  the  Board  left  it  to  his  discretion  to  make  it  whenever  he  might 
think  proper. 

The  introduction  of  leases  for  a  number  of  years  appeared  to  the 
Board  to  be  the  best  expedient  to  destroy  the  excessive  influence  obtained 
by  the  Canoongoes,  as,  on  the  other  hand,  that  influence  must  increase  by 
a  frequent  change  of  renters.  The  institution  however  was  essentially 
necessary,  and  the  Board  could  not  regret  the  diminution  in  the  public 
funds  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  same.  The  Resident's  intention 
of  regulating  this  department  as  well  as  of  dismissing  some  of  the  Canoon- 
goes by  way  of  example  to  others  was  approved  ;  and  a  permanent  provi- 
sion for  the  Cazees  throughout  the  district  appeared  proper. 

The  statements  submitted  were  very  satisfactory,  and  rendered  the 
accounts  of  the  revenue  concerns  of  Benares  complete.  The  reduction  of 
the  article  of  Rs.  7,437-3-9  was  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  funds  on 
■which  it  was  dependent.  The  Board  regretted  that  the  resumption  should 
have  fallen  with  severity  on  any  of  the  former  pensioners,  but  as  it  had 
been  efiected,  they  could  not,  considering  the  deficiency  of  the  public 
funds,  authorize  the  re-establishment  of  any  of  the  pensions,  unless  the 
deprivation  of  all  subsistence  should  be  the  consequence  of  the  abolition. 
This  was  however  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Resident. 

The  Board  had  examined  with  attention  the  voucher*  (referred  to  at 

the  close   of  Resident's  letter)  and  considered  that 

*  Not  forthcomiDg.  ^j^^  g^g^  ^^j.j^j^  required  no  remark.     With  regard 

to  the  second  they  observed,  that  although  the  liberality  of  the  Adawlut 
Establishments  under  Nawab  Ali  Ibrahim  Khan  might  admit  of  some 
reduction,  which  might  perhaps  be  hereafter  carried  into  effect,  yet  consider- 
ing the  zeal  and  assiduity  of  Ali  Ibrahim  Khan  and  his  successful  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  situation,  the  Board  would  deem  an  attempt  to  limit  the 
scope  of  those  exertions  by  reductions  in  the  establishment  to  be  inexpedient 
and  inapolitic.  The  Resident's  letter  of  the  12th  September  1788,  and  the 
address  under  reply,  proved  the  impracticability  of  realizing  the  expecta- 
tions suggested  in  the  3rd  article.  The  same  observation  applied  to  the  4th 
artiqle,  and  Board  most  heartily  admitted  the  solidity  of  Resident's  reflec- 
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tions  on  this  subject  The  profits  of  the  Opium  formed  a  resource  of  which 
Goveroment  had  already  availed  themselves,  and  the  Board  were  happy  to 
find  the  estimate  of  the  same  in  future  so  considerable. 

The  Board  repeated  the  strongest  approbation  of  the  Resident's  pro- 
ceedings and  of  the  clear  and  complete  communications  which  he  had  made, 
and  their  particular  satisfaction  at  the  prospect  of  the  reviving  prosperity 
of  Benares  under  the  influence  of  his  example  and  management. 

They  took  this  opportunity  of  transmitting  a  copy  of  instructions 
issued  by  Government  relative  to  the  formation  of  a  permanent  Settle- 
ment with  the  landholders  in  the  Province  of  Behar,  and  observed  that, 
although  a  lease  for  a  term  of  years  was  less  exceptionable  than  an  annual 
settlement,  the  Government  could  not  but  be  of  opinion  that  the  benefits 
expected  from  it  were  very  inconsiderable  when  compared  with  the  great 
and  lasting  advantages  that  would  result  from  a  system  which  had  for  its 
objects  the  ascertaining  and  limiting  the  demand  of  Government  upon  its 
subjects,  and  securing  to  them  in  perpetuity  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  their  industry. 

The  instructions  now  transmitted  had  been  framed  with  a  view  to 
these  objects,  and  it  appeared  to  Government,  that  the  system  might  be  in- 
troduced into  Benares  with  equal  benefit  to  the  Raja  and  the  country  at 
large. 

They  directed  therefore  that  Resident  should  lose  no  time  in  com- 
municating to  Government  his  sentiments  regarding  the  expediency  and 
practicability  of  introducing  a  similar  plan  of  settlement  into  the  Province 
of  Benares,  at  the  commencement  of  the  ensuing  year,  either  partially  or 
generally,  and  whether  any  and  what  modification  of  it  would  be  necessary, 
arising  either  from  deferences  which  might  exist  between  the  landed  ten- 
ures in  Benares  and  those  in  Behar,  or  from  the  relative  situation  of  the 
Raja  and  the  landholders  and  cultivators  in  the  districts  under  his  au- 
thority. 

Should  the  Resident  be  of  opinion  that  the  system  might  be  adopted 
in  Benares  with  success,  Government  desired  that  he  would  give  the  clearest 
explanation  to  the  Raja,  and  if  he  should  be  convinced,  (of  which  Govern- 
ment could  scarcely  entertain  a  doubt,)  that  it  would  equally  tend  to  pro- 
mote his  own  interest  and  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  should  he  con- 
sequently appear  to  be  inclined  to  give  his  hearty  assent  to  the  plan,  the 
Resident  would  take  such  preparatory  measures  as  might  be  thought  proper 
either  for  the  partial  or  general  introduction  of  it  at  the  commencement  of 
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the  ensuing  year,  suspending  the  finjil  execution  of  tlie  same  until  the  sanc- 
tion of  Government  was  received  for  that  purpose. 

Government  were  aware  of  difficulties  arising  from  the  settlement 
now  made,  but  they  did  not  appear  to  be  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  im- 
pede the  plan  of  a  permanent  Jumma.  The  principal  point  for  consider- 
ation, exclusive  of  those  recommended  to  the  Resident,  was,  whether  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  were  adapted  for  the  introduction  of  such  a 
system,  or  whether  it  might  be  esUibiished  with  more  advantage  at  a 
future  period. 

The  Instructions  referred  to  above  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  a 
permanent  Settlement  in  Behar  were  to  the  following  effect : — 

1st.     That  at  the  expiration  of  the  present  E'uslee  year,  a  new  Sattlemeut 

of  Behar  be  concluded  with  the  actual  proprietors  of 

Kales  for  the  Settlement     tl,e  soil,    whether  Zemindars,    Chowdrees  .or  iudepeu- 
of  Behar. 

dent  Talookdars,  and  whether  at  present  paying  their 

revenues  to  Government  through  other  Zemindars  or  nut. 

2nd.  That  the  Settlement  be  made  for  a  period  of  ten  years  certain 
with  a  notification  that,  if  approved  by  the  Court  of  Uii-ectors,  it  will  bcconje 
pennanent  and  no  further  alteration  take  place  at  the  expiration  of  the  ten  years. 

Zrd.  That  the  Jumma  which  each  Zemindar  is  to  pay,  be  fixed  by  the 
Collector  on  fair  and  equitable  principles,  with  the  reserve  of  the  approbation  of 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  whom  the  Collector  is  to  report  the  grounds  of  his 
decision  on  the  Jumma  according  to  the  best  accounts  which  he  can  prinjure  of 
the  value  of  the  lands  without  a  measurement  of  them  ;  that  if  he  should  deem 
it  eligible,  he  may  call  upon  the  Zemindars  to  deliver  in  proposals  for  renting 
their  lands,  but  that  his  judgment  is  in  the  firet  instance  to  determine  the 
amount. 

ith.  That  the  Gunjes,  Bazars,  Hants  and  other  Sayer  collections  be  not 
included  in  any  settlement  with  any  Zemindar,  but  that  for  the  present  they 
remain  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  an  Ofllicer  appointed  by  the  Collector 
who  is  to  prepare  such  regulations  as  he  may  think  best  calculated  for  regulating 
and  collecting  the  duties. 

5th.  That  the  Jumma  of  each  Zemindaree  being  assessed,  the  amount 
thereof  shall  be  apportioned  upon  the  dift'ereut  villages  in  it,  if  possible,  previous 
to  the  conclusion  of  the  Sudder  Jumma,  and  either  by  the  Zemindar  who  is  to 
be  required  to  make  the  distribution  or  collection,  or  subsequent  thereto,  under 
a  clause  binding  each  Zemindar  to  deliver  in  an  account  of  the  assessment  on  the 
villages  apportioned  to  the  Sudder  Jumma  within  three  months  from  the  Sig- 
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nature  of  his  Cabooleeut,  and  that  it  be  notified  to  the  Zemindar  that  a  portion 
of  their  estates  will  be  sequestered  and  sold  to  make  good  any  deficiency  of  the 
revenue  paid  by  them,  and  if  Government  should  think  proper  to  alienate  the 
land  sold,  at  the  amount  of  the  assessment  as  delivered  by  them,  they  shall  not 
receive  any  remissions  on  account  of  the  inaccuracy  of  their  statements. 

6th.  That  if  there  are  villages  of  which  there  are  no  proprietors,  the 
Settlement  of  them  be  made  with  a  farmer  for  the  term  of  ten  years. 

7th.  That  the  Sudder  Kistbundee  be  so  regulated  as  to  afford  the  Ze- 
mindars all  possible  convenience  in  the  discharge  of  their  rents,  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  security  of  Government,  and  that  the  Collector  report  whether  any 
and  what  inconvenience  would  ensue  from  extending  the  period  of  the  Sudder 
kistbundee  to  two  months  instead  of  one. 

8th.  That  as  the  number  of  persons  paying  revenue  immediately  to 
Government  may,  in  consequence  of  forming  a  Settlement  with  the  Zemindars, 
be  greatly  increased,  the  Collector  is  to  report  if  it  will  be  necessary  and  advisable 
to  appoint  Tahsildars  to  receive  the  revenue  from  a  certain  number  of  the  land- 
holders, and  whether  any  and  what  additional  expense  will  be  required  on  this 
account. 

9th.  That  any  Zemindar  or  Talookdar  who  is  a  minor  or  female  be 
declared  incapable  of  having  any  concern  whatever  in  the  management  of  lands 
paying  revenue  to  Government,  and  that  no  engagements  for  the  payment  there- 
of be  contracted  with  any  Zemindars  under  this  description. 

The  management  of  the  lands  of  Zemindars  and  Talookdars  who  are 
minors  or  females  shall  be  assigned  to  a  person,  specially  appointed  by  Govern, 
ment  for  this  trust,  to  be  denominated  Suburakar  or  manager,  who,  previous  to 
the  receipt  of  his  commission,  is  to  execute  an  obligation  binding  himself  to  a 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to  him,  and  no  further. 

The  manager  is  to  be  chosen  by  the  Collector  subject  to  the  approbation 
of  the  Board  of  Revenue,  and  his  Commission  is  to  be  signed  by  the  Collector 
and  to  be  authenticated  by  his  Oificial  seal.  In  recommending  the  persons  for 
this  trust  the  following  considerations  are  to  be  observed  : — 

In  the  first  instance  a  near  relation  of  the  Zemindar  is  to  be  preferred  to 
all  others  ;  in  the  second  a  respectable  servant  of  the  family,  and  in  the  last  re- 
sort, a  person  unconnected  with  it.  Capacity  for  business  is  to  be  understood  as 
a  necessary  qualification  and  to  be  particularly  attended  to  in  determining  the 
preference. 

Lunacy,  contumacy,  or  notorious  profligacy  of  character  are  to  be  deemed 
disqualifications  of  a  Zemiadarj  and  the  settlement  in  such  cases  is  to  be  regu- 
I 
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lated  by  the  provisions  above  laid  down  with  regard  to  the  lands  of  minors  and 
females,  but  no  Zemindar  is  to  be  excluded  for  any  of  the  disqualiticatiuus  men- 
tioned in  this  Article  without  the  previous  approbation  of  the  Governor  General 
in  Council,  and  wherever  such  exclusion  is  proposed  by  a  Collector,  the  grounds 
of  it  are  to  be  detailed. 

lOth,  That  unless  any  objections  arising  from  the  insuflBciency  of  the 
number  of  Rupees  in  circulation  should  occur,  all  engagements  between  Govern- 
ment and  the  Zemindars,  Talookdars  and  farmers  be  made  in  Sicca  Rupees,  and 
that  no  other  species  of  Rupees  be  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue ;  and  if 
any  such  objections  should  occur,  that  the  collectors  be  required  to  detail  them 
and  to  state  their  opinion  with  as  much  accuracy  as  they  may  be  able  as  to  tlie 
additional  number  of  Sicca  rupees  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  introduce  into 
the  circulation  of  their  respective  district  to  enable  the  Zemindars,  Talookdars 
and  farmers  to  pay  their  revenue  in  that  specie. 

The   Resident,  learning  from  the  Amils  that  an   idea  bad  gone 
abroad  that  the  old  village  Zemindars,  who  had 

Resident's  proceedings,  j^ggjj  dispossessed  many  years  ao;o,  were  meant  to 
dated  30th  June  1789.  ^  •'    *'  *  ' 

be  restored  in  the  ensuing  settlement,  thought  pro- 
per to  issue  a  notification   to   all   the  Amils  signifying,   according  to  the 

Zamindars  dispossessed  be-  Resolution  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council 
fore  the  commencement  of  ^j^^^^  j  i^j^  ^  -j  j^gg  ^^^^1  nO  Zemindar  who  waS 
Company  8    rule  not  to   be  '  ' 

admitted  to  Settlement.  dispossessed  "  antecedent  to  the  18th  of  July  1775, 

the  date  from  which  the  Company's  sovereignty  over  the  country  may  be 
said  to  have  been  established,"  shall  be  restored  in  the  course  of  the  eifliuing 
settlement,  bat  that  only  such  village  Zemindars  and  Putteedars,  who  have 
subsequently  to  that  period  enjoyed  possession  either  for  one  or  more  year, 
shall  be  admitted  to  settle  for  their  lands  during  the  present  cultivation  and 
ensuing  settlement. 

A  circular  was  issued  to  the  Canoongoes  with  a  view  to  promote  the 

cultivation  and  for  the    purpose  of  the   settlement 

Resident's     proceedings,     ^f  the  year  1196  Fuslee,  that  they,  in  the  presence 

dated  1st  July  1789.  ^    ,     V.,         ,  r^^  ,••,,. 

of  the  Chowdrees,   Caizees  and  pnncipal  people  of 

the  Pergunnah,  should  fix  the  rental  of  the  Nukdee  land  and  the  modes  of 

the  Betay  land  according  to  the  papers  and  accounts 

Instructions     to   Canoon-  .  r  r^i  o-         /•       i.^m  t-<     t 

goes  in  regard  to  settlement  of  the  time  of  Cheyt  bmg  for  1 187  J  uslee,  m  con- 
for  1196  Fuslee.  formity   to   the   articles  of  the  Hookumnamah  or 

regulations,  which  required,  1st,  that  in  the  Nukdee  and  Mushukhusee 
l^nds,  the  revenue  to  be  paid  by  the  ryots  throughout  the  year  be  ascer- 
tained in  one  sum  or  rate  without  Abwab,  and  that  in  the  Betay  lands,  the 
length  of  the  Luttah  and  the  Zabitanah  be  specified,  and  2ndly,  that  on  the 
present  year's  cultivation  no  land  lie  waste. 
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Referring  to  the  instructions  conveyed  in  the  orders  of  Government 

„   .,  ,     ^  dated  17th  June  last,  the  Resident  returned  tlianks 

Resident  to  the  Governor 

General  in   Council,  dated    for  the  approbation  bcstowe^l   bv   the  Governor 

2nd  October  1789.  r.  i  u-  j  r        xu  r  j 

ueneral  on  his  endeavours  for  the  reiorm  and 
improvement  of  the  country,  and  stated  that  the  general  remarks  and 
conclusions  drawn  by  the  Governor  Greneral  in  Council  as  to  the  former  and 
present  state  of  this  country,  and  more  particularly  in  respect  to  the  causes 
of  its  decline,  were  all  such  as  his  own  experience  and  that  of  every  indivi- 
dual at  Benares,  who  might  be  deemed  a  competent  judge,  must  with  one 
voice  corroborate  and  confirm.  He  was  gratified  that  the  reasons  submitted 
by  him  in  regard  to  the  Government  demand  on  Kera  Mungrore  and  the 
transactions  with  Sheolal  Dobeh  had  met  with  approbation  and  concur- 
rence, and  was  fully  sensible  that  the  principle  of  the  latter  lay  open  to  the 
objection  statetl,  but  involved  as  he  was  then  in  a  scene  of  difficulties  aris- 
ing from  the  Raja's  failure  in  the  payment  of  the  current  revenue,  he  had 
only  left  the  choice  of  the  least  evil,  and  as  such  closed  with  Sheolal  Dobeh's 
proposals.  He  intimated  that  the  sanction  which  Government  had  been 
pleased  to  stamp  on  his  proceedings  relative  to  the  settlement  for  1196.  in- 
cluding the  abolition  of  Nuzzeraua  and  other  cesses,  had  afforded  him  the 
greatest  satisfaction  and  would,  it  was  hoped,  in  the  result  prove  a  perma- 
nent advantage  to  the  whole  country.  With  reference  to  the  remark  rela- 
tive to  the  word  et  cetera  at  the  end  of  the  established  articles  of  deduc- 
tion, although  that  term  was  contained  in  the  body  of  the  Cabooleeuts,  yet 
the  particulars  of  all  the  deductions  stood  accurately  specified  in  the  Doul 
part  of  the  Cabooleeut  as  would  be  found  by  a  reference  to  the  draft  which 
accompanied  his  address  of  the  26th  April  last,  and  therefore  Resident 
could  assure  the  Board  that  no  inconvenience  or  discussion  could  arise  from 
the  insertion  in  the  body  of  the  deed  of  this  word,  which  had  been  retained 
to  save  a  long  and  unnecessary  enumeration  of  the  various  heads  of  the 
established  deductions  which  were  distinctly  detailed  at  the  end. 

In  regard  to  the  resumption  of  the  alienated  villages  particulaiized 
in  his  address  of  the  26th  April  last,  the  Resident  reported  that  Lalla  Gour- 
buksh,  the  holder  of  one  of  them,  having  produced  a  Sunnud  from  Mr. 
Fowke,  and  another  from  the  Raja,  in  confirmation  of  that  tenure,  not  indeed 
in  his  own,  but  in  the  name  of  Bundoolal,  he  had  been  obliged  to  give  up 
this  inconsiderable  part  of  the  revenue  for  the  current  year. 

In  consequence  of  the  Governor  General's  approbation  of  the  means 

taken  to  secure  to  Sheolal  Dobeh  the  reimburse- 

Vide  appendix  A.  ment  of  his  loan  to  Raja  Adil  Shah,  the   Resident 

had  furnished  him  with  a  writing  to  that  effect  and 
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intended  to  adopt  the  measures  noticed  therein  for  the  gradual  liquidation 
of  the  claim. 

The  Resident  had  much  cause  to  be  sensible  of  and  thankful  for  the 
very  proper  instructions  which  Government  had  given  relative  to  his  pro- 
posed investigation  into  the  articles  of  Ohoot  Maafy  or  allowances  and 
charges  deducted  from  the  settlement  to  the  amount  of  83,156-11-6,  for 
upon  the  first  institution  of  the  enquiry  therein  recommended,  he  soon  found 
that  nothing  material  could  be  resumed  from  the  funds  in  question  without 
recurring  to  that  economical  rigor  which  the  Governor  General  was  very 
justly  averse  to.  This  led  him  to  relinquish  the  object  after  an  enquiry  of 
some  length  into  the  constituent  parts  of  these  charges,  the  particulars  of 
which  would  no  doubt  satisfy  Government  that  the  Resident  could  not  with 
propriety  resume  more  than  he  had  done  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  2,397  inclu- 
ding an  article  of  Mujray,  also  resumed,  as  would  be  seen  from  the  proceedings. 

It  was    regretted  that   the   receipts   from   the  customs    had  not 
this  year  increased  in  such  proportion  as  was  expected,  for  they  had  in  fact 
only  exceeded  those  of  last  year  in  the  net  sum  of  Rs.  8,703-3-6,  being 
Rupees  16,296-10-6  less  than  what  Government  order  directed  the  Account- 
ant to  fix  them  at  in  the  estimate  of  the  Benares  revenue  for  the  Fuslee  year 
1196.     The  cause  of  the  receipts  not  having  come  up  to  the  mark  was  the 
heavy   rain   which  interrupted  the   traffic   by   land   to  a  greater   degree 
during  the  current  year  than  the  last ;  the  abolition  of  the  duties  on  cattle  im- 
ported annually  into  this  Zemindaree  for  the  purposes  of  cultivation,  (esti- 
mated at  6,000  Rupees),  and  the  cheapness  of  sugar  in  Bengal,  (occasioning 
a  diminution   by  preventing   the   usual   exportation    of  some   part  of  the 
Benares  produce  to  t]^e  provinces  of  Bengal  and  Behar,)  combined  with  the 
very  low   valuation  on   which  the  duties  upon  cotton    were  now,  since  the 
commercial  treaty,  collected  upon  its  import  at  Mirzapore.     The  Resident 
thought  that  there  was  no  ground  to  suppose  that  the  realized  collections 
had  fallen  short  of  the  estimate  from  causes  that  Government  had  reason  to 
regret,  as  indeed  the  very  contrary  seemed  highly  probable,  considering  the 
many  and  material  curtailments  that  had  within  the  last  two  years  taken 
place  in  the  rates  of  these  duties,  and  the  number  of  articles  of  which  they 
consisted,  which  had  been  altogether  abolished.    The  collections  not  having 
at  all  exceeded  those  of  last  year  and  the  excess  being  only  in  the  net,  and 
not  the  gross  amount,  tended  certainly  to  evince  the  flourishing  state  of  the 
general  commerce  of  the  country,  which  all  the  articles  given  up  had  an 
evident  tendency  still  further  to  promote  and  increase,  so  as  to  afford  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  receipts  of  the  ensuing  year  would  prove  at  least 
as  large,  if  not  larger  than  those  of  1196  Fuslee.    A  computation  of  this 
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kind  would,  in  regard  to  the  ensuing  year,  he  made  with  more  certainty 
than  l)etween  the  last  and  that  which  preceded  it,  as  few  alterations  woiild 
exist  hetween  the  constituent  funds  whence  this  contingent  part  of  the  re- 
venue was  to  be  derived. 

There  had  been  an  excess  in  the  charge  of  the  Custom  House  es- 
tablishment estimated  for  in  March  and  April  1788  to  the  amount  of  Rs. 
1,541-1  J -3,  but  in  other  respects  the  Custom  Department  was  in  a  gene- 
rally prosperous  state,  and  the  country  of  Benares  would,  it  was  trusted, 
continue  to  become  annually  more  resorted  to  by  merchants  of  all  denomi- 
nations. As  an  instance  of  this  the  Resident  noticed  the  case  of  several 
Moghul  merchants  who  had  agreed  to  make  the  Ganges  the  channel  of  their 
traffic,  instead  of  the  Gogra  and  a  passage  by  land  over  the  hills,  which  they 
had  of  late  years  frequented. 

The  Resident  reported  having  fixed  the  duties  on  goods  imported 
from  the  Nawab  Vizier's  country  into  the  Zemindaree  of  Benares  and  for 
consumption  therein  at  5  per  cent,  on  the  valuation  of  the  Nawab's  Rawan- 
nah,  and,  where  unaccompained  by  Rawannahs,  by  the  valuation  in  the  book 
of  rates  on  all  goods  imported  into  His  Excellency's  dominions,  which  gene- 
ral rate  would,  it  was  hoped,  be  found  conformable  to  the  intentions  of  Go- 
vernment 

On  the  16th  of  October  1788  the  Resident  had  reported  to  Govern- 
ment the  necessity  he  had  been  under,  on  account  of  the  drought  and  con- 
sequent rising  dearth,  to  take  off  the  duties  on  all  grain  imported  from  other 
countries,  to  which  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  general  receipts  of  the 
Customs  might  no  doubt  in  part  be  ascribed. 

In  consequence  of  the  present  very  favourable  season  and  the  mea- 
sures that  had  been  taken  to  promote  the  cultivation,  there  was  the  happi- 
est prospect  of  most  plentiful  harvests  in  tlie  ensuing  year,  and,  grain  of 
all  kinds  having  accordingly  become  much  cheaper  lately,  the  Resident 
had  taken  off  the  prohibition  against  its  exportation  from  the  Zemindaree, 
and  had  laid  on  the  former  duty  on  its  importation,  and  he  expressed  high 
gratification  to  learn  that  the  gradual  improved  state  of  the  country  stood 
corroborated  by  the  general  information  individually  received  by  the  mem- 
bers of  Government. 

The  employment  of  Sepoys  was  rapidly  diminishing  in  the  general 
business  of  the  collections  and  the  most  disorderly  parts  of  the  country  were 
the  Jounpore  frontiers,  for  the  reasons  already  stated  relative  to  the  Raj- 
koomars  and  others  in  that  neighbourhood,  concerning  whom  the  Resident 
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was  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  instructions  from  Government,  till 
which  he  had  deferred  proceeding  to  that  quarter  or  adopting  the  measures 
that  had  been  submitted  to  Government  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  as 
much  peace  among  that  obdurate  and  extraordinary  race  of  men  as  they 
were  capable  of  enjoying. 

The  Resident  noticed  the  conduct  of  Zalim  Sing  and  Goordutt  who 
lately  levied  their  forces  with  a  design  to  fight  each  other  on  the  borders, 
(which  had  led  him  to  warn  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Jounpore  to  be  on  his 
guard  againstinroads  of  thesemen)  and  he  added  that,  although  the  appearance 
of  peace  between  them  had  since  increased,  yet  no  relaxation  would  be  made 
in  taking  precautions  against  what  might  happen,  as  no  reliance  could  bo 
placed  on  their  moderation.  Indeed  what  could  be  expected  from  men 
inured  as  they  were  by  birth  and  education  to  the  most  atrocious  deeds  ; 
for  it  was  no  infrequent  practice  among  the  Rajkoomars  to  put  the  daugh- 
ters born  to  them  to  death  by  immediately  causing  the  mothers  to  starve 
them,  whence  this  race  of  men  did  often  from  necessity  marry  into  other 
Rajpoot  families,  and  the  greatest  exceptions  which  existed  against  this 
melancholy  truth  were  that,  now  and  then,  the  more  wealthy  Rajkoomars 
would  sometimes  spare  and  bring  up  their  female  issue,  especially  where 
they  happened  to  have  none  of  the  male  line.  This  horrid  custom  was 
said  to  exist  also  among  some  other  tribes,  more  especially  in  the  Vizier's 
dominions,  and  was  supposed  to  be  founded,  in  the  Rajkoomar  tribe,  on 
the  inherent  extravagant  desire  of  independency  entertained  by  this  race, 
joined  perhaps  with  the  necessity  of  procuring  a  suitable  settlement  in  mar- 
riage for  these  devoted  females  were  they  allowed  to  grow  up,  and  the  dis- 
grace which  would  ensue  from  any  omission  in  that  respect.  Nor  was  this 
species  of  atrocity  a  novel  institution,  for  a  similar  practice,  as  existing 
among  the  Indians,  was  known  to  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans  and  was 
still  to  be  found  noticed  in  their  narratives  of  this  part  of  the  world. 

With  respect  to  Oudan  Sing  and  Goordutt  Sing  the  Resident  had 
adopted  every  means  that  was  deemed  practicable,  without  encroaching  on 
the  Nawab  Vizier's  jurisdiction,  to  apprehend  them,  but  in  vain.  It 
appeared  that  they  continued  a  vagabond  course  of  life  on  the  frontiers, 
perpetrating  all  the  mischief  in  their  power. 

With  respect  to  the  further  proceedings  which  the  Resident  had  been 
obliged  to  hold  relative  to  Messrs.  Gilchrist  and  Charter's  concerns  in  the 
pergunnah  of  Ghazeepore  they  would  constitute  the  subject  of  a  separate 
address. 

Gulab  Misr  and  Cowree  Misr  of  Secunderpore  had  both  met  the 
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fate  which  they  deserved  ;  the  latter  having  ventured  to  cross  over  into  the 
Nnwab's  territories  was  seized  and  made  prisoner  by  His  Excellency's 
Amil  there,  and  the  latter  having  had  occasion  to  leave  his  fastness  in 
Secunderpore,  the  Zemindars  of  the  neighbourhood,  to  whom  it  was  an  eye- 
sore, surprised  his  little  garrison  and,  without  apprizing  the  Amil  of  the 
pergunnah,  took  possession  of  the  strong  hold,  which  was  subsequently 
made  over  to  the  Government  Amil  who  levelled  it  to  the  ground. 

The  description  already  given  relative  to  the  atrocities  committed 
by  the  Brahmins  in  this  country  was  truly  deplorable,  but  habit  was 
«o  inveterate,  particularly  in  the  two  pergnnnalis  of  Kuntit  and  Bhudohee, 
that  time  and  attention  could  alone  entirely  eradicate  it.  A  melancholy 
instance  had  occurred  in  the  former  district  of  which  the  true  account,  as 
appeared  from  full  enquiry,  appeared  to  be,  that  the  village  Sunhera  in 
Kuntit  was  divided  as  to  its  tenure  among  some  small  Zemindars  among 
whom  were  Bechuck  and  Adhar,  two  brothers  of  the  Brahmin  caste,  and 
the  principal  actors  in  the  present  tragedy.  This  village  had  been  mort- 
gaged by  the  proprietors  for  a  debt  incurred  by  them,  by  which  it  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  Gouree  Chowdree,  who  collected  the  revenue  and  was 
answerable  for  it  to  Government.  Some  of  the  Zemindars  were  however  allow- 
ed to  manage  and  pay  through  Gouree  their  respective  proportion  of  the 
revenue,  and  on  this  footing  Bechuck  and  Adhar  seemed  to  have  sometimes 
paid  theirs  in  their  own  proportion  of  tlie  whole  village  in  which  their  in- 
terest only  extended  to  about  22  Beegah?;.  For  1 196  Fnslee,  Gouree  obtained, 
in  right  of  his  mortgage,  a  Pottah  from  the  Government  Ameen,  but  dis- 
putes occurring  between  him  and  Bechuck  and  Adhar  as  to  the  mode  of 
paying  the  revenue  of  their  shares,  their  mother,  by  swallowing,  or  pretend- 
ing to  swallow  poison,  (which  was  a  common  device  in  this  country  to 
obtain  an  end,)  terrified  the  Government  Amil  into  setting  aside  Gouree's 
Pottah,  and  letting  the  whole  village  to  the  two  brothers  at  even  a  smaller 
Jumma  or  rental  than  Gouree  had  stipulated  for,  and,  although  Gouree  com- 
plained of  this  breach  of  engagement  and  obtained  a  reference  to  the  Amil, 
the  latter  was  evidently  deterred  from  doing  him  justice  from  the  dread 
of  Bechuck  and  Adhar's  mother  again  taking  poison.  Subsequently  on  Be- 
chuck's  receiving  information  that  his  brother  was  seized  and  carried  off  for 
arrears  of  his  revenue  and  that  40  Rs.  had  been  forcibly  taken  from  his  fami- 
ly at  night  by  some  of  Gouree's  people,  he  took  his  mother  to  a  rivulet  and 
with  his  scimitar  severed  her  head  from  her  body  under  the  delusion  that 
his  mother's  spirit,  being  awakened  by  the  beating  of  a  drum  during  40  days, 
according  to  the  superstitious  notions  of  those  parts,  would  for  ever  haunt, 
torment  and  pursue  to  death  Gouree  and  his  accomplices.  The  two  bro- 
thers had  been  brought  to  Benares  and  detained  in  custody,  the  Resident 
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being  uncertain  what  judicial  or  other  course  to  take  with  them  ;  but  their 
confinement  had  had  the  best  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  prejudiced  and 
ignorant  inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  Pergunnah  by  showing  them  that  their 
infamous  and  atrocious  devices  would,  when  made  trial  of  under  the  British 
Government,  fail  of  the  effects  which  they  would  be  in  some  measure  sure 
to  produce  in  a  purely  Hindoo  one.  The  Resident  was  of  opinion  that  a 
due  degree  of  rigor,  and  not  lenity,  was  the  best  preventive  of  such  prac- 
tices and  he  had  published  the  advertisement  recommended  by  Government 
against  acts  of  this  kind,  being  fully  persuaded  that  a  strict  execution  of  it, 
whatever  be  the  consequences  in  the  first  two  or  three  instances,  would  in 
the  end  produce  the  happiest  efifects  on  the  country  and  its  Brahmin  inha- 
bitants. 

The  Resident  remarked  that  the  Governor  General's  observations 
on  the  Raja's  principles  and  conduct,  and  as  to  what  might  hereafter  be 
effected  for  him,  were  all  founded  on  truth  and  the  soundest  policy,  as  far 
as  could  be  judged  from  local  experience.  But,  while  the  Raja's  aim  was 
power  and  restoration  to  the  management,  he  could  hardly  be  supposed  to 
view  with  a  favourable  eye  the  measures  necessarily  taken  independently  of 
him.  The  conferences  which  Resident  had  had  with  the  Raja  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  ensuing  settlement  according  to  instructions  of  the  17th  June 
would  be  noticed  in  the  sequel  of  this  address. 

The  amount  of  calculated  realizable  settlement  to  the  Company 
from  the  Land  and  Customs,  including  annual  remissions,  as  stated  in  the 
Resident's  address  of  the  26th  April,  was,         ...         ...     39,07,867  10     6 

Collected,  39,15,850     7     6 

Excess 7^982  13     0 

Add  Saving  in  the   Establishment  on  the  whole,  253     7     3 


Total  Excess,  8,236     4    3 

The  Resident  reported  that  he  had  begun  very  early  to  take  measures 

Vide  Appendix  B.  ^^   P'°°^°^  *^^  Cultivation  for  the  ensuing  year 

1197  as  would  be  seen  from  his  proceedings. 

The  Pergunnah  of  Dhoos  being  farmed  for  only  one  year  and  having 
greatly  suffered  and  declined  for  several  preceeding  years,  the  Resident 
agreed  to  a  proposal  of  the  Canoongoes  to  bring  into  cultivation  5000  bee- 
gahs  of  waste  or  fallow  land  on  moderately  progressive  Jummas  from  6  annas 
to  2  Rupees  for  the  first  3  years,  after  which  the  rent  was  to  be  accordino-  to 
the  ordinary  rates  of  the  Pergunnah,  as  particularized  before. 
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The  Resident  agreed  with  the  Amil  of  Jounpore's  proposal  for 
bringing  into  cultivation  the  Jungle  lands  on  that  frontier  which  the  in- 
habitants there  willingly  retain  in  that  state,  wishing  to  preserve  their 
thickets  as  asylums  against  the  authority  of  Government,  and  it  was  arranged 
that  whoever  should  cultivate  Jungle,  hooree,  or  land  never  brought  into  a 
state  of  culture,  should  be  liable  to  no  assessment  on  the  same  for  3  years, 
and  should  after  that  period  obtain  a  Sunnud  for  it  on  a  fixed  revenue  or 
Istumraree  tenure,  liable  to  the  further  payment  of  the  Zemindaree  right 
or  due  to  be  fixed  at  the  time. 

He  had  also  taken  into  consideration  the  proposals  made  by  the  Amil 
of  Shadeeabad  for  bringing  into  cultivation  above  1 2000  Beegahs  of  land 
which  had  lain  waste  for  several  centuries  and  were  overrun  with  jungle  in 
that  pergunnah.  The  Amil  had  engaged  to  sink  and  build  a  well  of  ma- 
sonry for  every  100  Beegahs  and,  in  the  four  years  of  his  unexpired  lease, 
completely  to  clear  and  cultivate  the  waste  land  in  question,  on  condition 
that  the  produce  should  be  his  own  till  that  period,  and  that  if  at  the  end  of 
the  said  four  years'  term  the  Government  shall  grant  the  Pergunnah  to  any 
other  person,  then  he  is  to  be  reimbursed  the  cost  of  building  the  wells  in 
question,  such  charge  to  be  estimated  by  accounts  to  be  delivered  by  him 
annually,  attested  by  the  public  officers  of  the  district  and  not,  on  the  whole, 
to  exceed  10,000  Rupe&s.  Whereas  at  least  double  the  amount  will  be 
gained  by  Government  or  the  Raja  the  first  year  they  take  possession,  it  will 
be  no  hardship  to  give  up  to  the  Amil  a  moiety  of  the  first  year's  produce 
for  such  a  permanent  acquisition,  and  if  he  be  continued  in  the  farm  he  will 
have  no  claim  to  any  reimbursement  of  his  charges. 

The  additional  clauses  or  precautions  to  be  inserted  in  the  Pottahs 
for  the  ensuing  year  on  the  footing  of  the  Regulations  of  the  25th  June 
1788,  were  1st,  that  the  villages  and  lands  should  be  rented  by  the  Amils 
to  the  Zemindars  and  hereditary  landholders  (and  not  to  mere  farmers 
unless  where  no  hereditary  landholders  remain)  on  the  douls  or  estimates 
of  the  revenue  funds  in  each  person's  share ;  and  that  only  where  the  here- 
ditary Zemindars  of  the  villages  refused  to  engage  and  give  security  to 
pay  the  amount  of  the  Canoougoe's  doul,  were  their  lands  to  be  rented  for 
the  said  term  to  farmers,  and  that  the  pottahs  were  to  be  given  according  to 
the  prescribed  form  and  should  contain  the  full  amount  to  be  paid  to  the 
Amil  on  all  accounts,  without  any  reservation  on  account  of  separate  Nuz- 
^eranah  or  otherwise.  This  last  clause  had  reference  to  a  practice  found  to 
have  existed  in  several  places  during  that  and  also  in  former  years  of  the 
public  Cabooleeut  specifying  a  certain,  and  of  course  the  principal  amount 
only,  while  the  Amils  took  a  separate  agreement  for  so  much  more  under 
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the  licad  of  Nuzzeranah,  a  custom  introduced  and  founded  upon  a  mutual 
desire  in  both  the  Amil  and  inferior  Zemindars  or  renters  to  keep  concealed 
from  Government  the  real  amount  of  the  collections. 

2n(Jly.  That  in  like  manner  as  the  AmiLs  were  to  issue  Pottahs  to 
the  village  Zemindars,  the  latter  were  to  grant  Pottahs  to  their  ryots,  speci- 
fying the  rates  of  the  revenue  and  the  length  of  the  Nal  Or  rod,  without 
deducting  anything  from  the  full  length,  as  specified  in  the  regulation  af 
June  1788. 

The  above  publication  W5is  made  without  consulting  the  Raja  as  the 
Resident  considered  it  merely  as  a  consistent  sequel  to  the  regulations  of  the 
preceding  year  and  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  those  regulations  which  the 
Hon'ble  Court  of  Directors  had  prescribed  for  the  permanent  settlement  of 
Bengal,  Behar  and  Orissa.  The  reasons  which  led  the  Resident  to  think 
that  the  Raja  might  not  be  inclined  to  follow  up  such  a  system  had  already 
been  set  forth  in  proceedings  dated  28th  June  1789. 

A  fortnight  after  issuing  the  first  publication,  the  Resident  received 
Government  orders  of  the  17th  June  and  in  reference  to  that  part  which 
recommended  the  introduction  of  the  regulations  passed  for  Behar,  a  fur- 
ther notification  was  immediately  issued  ordering  the  settlement  to  be 
made  by  the  Amils  and  Canoongoes,  liable  and  open  to  the  revisal,  altera- 
tion and  confirmation  of  the  Resident.  Although  an  early  date  was  fixed 
for  the  consideration  of  the  subject  and  transmission  of  the  reports,  the  settle- 
ment could  not  with  propriety  be  confirmed  till  the  last  crop  had  been  sown, 
when  an  estimate  of  the  ability  of  each  village  Zemindar  and  Putteedar 
would  be  made  and  his  rent  fixed  fairly  for  the  current  and  next  three  years- 
after  which  it  might  be  declared  to  be  permanent  for  a  further  period  of  7 
years,  thereby  extending  it  to  the  same  period  as  allowed  to  the  leases  of 
Bengal  and  Behar.  To  effect  this  object  in  the  best  manner  possible  through- 
out the  countr}'^,  the  Mofussil  settlements  should  be  separately  examined  and 
approved  at  the  head  Cutcherry  of  each  district  where  every  local  information 
could  be  obtained  without  drawing  the  Zemindars  and  officers  to  Benares  to 
the  detriment  of  the  current  revenue. 

The  Resident  intimated  that  he  was  about  to  repair  to  the  Presi_ 
dency  to  discuss  the  important  subject  of  Mofussil  settlements  with  the 
Oovernor  General,  and  if  after  mature  and  deliberate  consideration  it  should 
be  determined  to  make  the  attempt,  in  the  manner  above  pointed  out,  he 
Tvould  on  his  return  begin  his  circuit,  in  sufficient  time  to  complete  the  re- 
visal and  approval  of  the  Mofussil  settlements,  or  the  greater  part  of  them, 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  when  they  might  be  declared  permanent  for  as  long 
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n  term  as  might  1>e  judged  proper,  especially  as  the  Raja  had,  on  reference 
jnaile  to  him  on  this  point,  given  his  assent  to  any  scheme  which  Govern-. 
Mient  might  bo  desirous  of  adopting  for  improvement  of  his  country. 

He  also  notified  his  intention  of  taking  the  Raja  with  him  on  circuit 
nnd  make  him  as  much  as  possible  a  party  to  the  settlement  with  which 
\iew  the  Raja  had  already,  at  his  invitation,  established  aduftur  or  registry 
of  his  own  in  the  Resident's  Cutcherry  where  his  officers  kept  copies  of  the 
papers  and  accounts  that  were  being  prepared  and  discussed  in  it  daily  ;  but 
that  after  all  the  Resident  could  not  entirely  rely  on  his  continuing  hearty  in 
the  pursuit  of  this  object,  for  his  sentiments  were  liable  to  vary  as  his 
health  and  mind  were  agitated;  and  it  would  be  deceiving  Government  if  it 
were  said  that  his  exertions  could  be  trusted  for  the  attainment  of  such  an 
object,  though  after  its  completion  he  might  be  more  fit  to  superintend  the 
administration  of  his  country  than  he  could  be  in  its  present  unsettled  state. 

Having  however  obtained  the  formal  assent  of  the  Raja  to  the 
measure  the  Resident  liad  determined  to  make  immediate  trial  of  the  sys- 
tem of  a  ten  years'  settlement  in  a  few  of  the  districts  that  were  not  under 
five  years'  lease,  including  also  3  or  4  Pergunnahs  in  which  the  5  years 
lease  had  been  forfeited  or  resigned  by  the  farmers,  such  as  Ghazeepore, 
Khereed,  Gurrah,  Dehma  and  Chunar.  That  the  most  trustworthy  Amils 
that  could  be  selected  had  been  appointed  to  these  districts  and  minute  in- 
structions furnished  to  them  regarding  the  settlement,  as  detailed  in  the 
Resident's  proceedings,  dated  27th  July  last. 

The  Zemindars  of  Singrowlee,  which  lies  on  the  south  west  frontier 
of  Benares,  had  withheld  the  payment  of  their  tribute  of  Rs.  700  pen  an- 
num, which,  since  Raja  Adil  Shah's  restoration  to  the  Zemindaree  of  Burhur, 
had,  from  the  contiguity  of  the  countries,  been  paid  to  him  and  included  in 
his  Jumma.  The  Zemindars  had  thus  set  Government  at  open  defiance  as 
far  as  could  be  inferred  from  a  total  disobedience  to  the  requisitions  made 
to  them  as  fully  recorded  in  the  accompanying  Ex- 

ppen  IX    .  tract.     The  Resident  suggested  the   expediency  of 

ordering  out  an  adequate  military  force  there  for  the  purpose  of  not  onl}' 
enforcing  payment  of  the  arrears  of  their  tribute,  but  to  assess  their  country 
to  the  full  proper  Jumma  as  payable  from  the  rest  of  the  Zemindaree  of 
Benares  to  Government,  since  it  was  evident  that  leaving  the  Zemindars 
thus  as  mere  tributaries  fostered  their  insolence  and  encouraged  them  to 
throw  oflf  and  disclaim  allegiance  to  the  British  Government. 

Rs.  7,789-4-9  had  been  advanced  as  Tuccavee  for  the  ensuing  year 
for  which  the  sanction  of  Government  was  looked  for,  as  the  Resident  could 
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fully  answer  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  recovery  of  the  amount, 
as  there  had  been  in  respect  to  part  of  what  was  issued  from  necessity  last 
year  through  the  Raja  and  his  Amils  and  officers. 

The  Mint  collections  or  revenue  to  Government  had  this  year 
amounted  to  25,398-2,  Benares  Sicca  rupees,  thereby  exceeding  the  remis- 
sion granted  by  Government  on  that  account  by  Rs.  11,988-2  which,  ad- 
ded to  the  profit  on  the  settlement  made  Rs.  20,224-6-3  of  surplus  income 
and  reached  thus  within  less  than  5,000  Rs.  the  utmost  that  the  Board  ex- 
pected to  receive  had  the  customs  answered  their  expectations. 

In  reply  to  the  above  letter  the  following  Government  Resolutions 

Government    Resolutions      were  received, 
dated  21st  October  1789. 

That  the  consideration  of  the  claims  of  Lalla  Gourbuksh,  founded 

-  ,       ,  ^  upon  the  Sunnuds  produced  by  him,  be  postponed 

Orders  of  Government  on  .  j  '         r       r 

the  Resident's  letter  of  the     Until  the  receipt   of  the  general  report  upon   the 

2nd  October  1789.  -r      i 

J  agheers. 

That  the  discontinuance  of  the  investigation  into  the  accounts  of 
the  Choot  Maafy  be  approved,  as  well  as  the  resumption  of  the  sum  of 
Rupees  2,399. 

That  the  causes  assigned  for  the  deficiency  in  the  estimated  produce 
of  the  Customs  are  fully  satisfactory,  and  that  the  additional  charges  of 
the  establishment  be  approved  as  proper  and  necessary.  The  Board  could 
not  but  express  their  satisfaction  in  finding  an  actual  decrease  of  Rupees 
20,195-6  in  the  charges  of  1196  on  a  comparison  with  those  of  1195,  not- 
withstanding the  additional  expenditure. 

That  the  rule  respecting  the  levying  of  duties  on  goods  imported 
from  the  Vizier's  territories,  as  adopted  by  the  Resident,  be  approved,  being 
agreeable  to  the  intention  of  the  regulations. 

The  Board  will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  furnishing  the  Resident 
with  their  final  instructions  on  the  subject  of  the  Rajkoomars. 

The  proceedings  relating  to  Bechuck  and  Adhar  furnish  a  new 
instance  of  the  inveterate  habits  of  superstitious  resentment  prevailing 
amonsT  the  Brahminical  tribe  in  the  two  Pergunnahs  of  Kuntit  and  Budo- 
hee.  The  Board  trust  however  that  the  execution  of  their  former  orders 
on  this  subject  will  in  its  progress  check  and  ultimately  eradicate  the  spirit 
of  pride  and  revenge  which  leads  to  such  atrocious  acts.  To  assist  the 
operation  of  these  orders,  the  Board  resolved  that  it  be  recommended  to 
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the  Resident  to  procure  from  the  most  respectable  Pundits  and  Brahmins 
of  Benares  a  formal  opinion  and  condemnation  of  the  acts  under  consider- 
ation and  that  it  be  published  throughout  the  two  districts  of  Kuntit  and 
Budohee  with  such  forms  and  notoriety  as  might  give  it  every  possible  in- 
fluence upon  the  minds  of  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

With  respect  to  Bechuck  and  Adhar  it  was  resolved  that  they  be 
delivered  over  to  the  criminal  Court  for  trial,  but  that  the  sentence  be  re- 
ported to  the  Governor  General  in  Council  previous  to  its  execution,  it  not 
being  the  intention  of  the  Board  that  a  sentence  of  death,  if  such  should  be 
passed,  should  be  executed  on  the  criminals. 

That  the  several  accounts  referred  to,  as  well  as  any  others  accom- 
panying the  letter  relating  to  the  Settlement,  or  Remissions  upon  it,  be 
sent  to  the  Accountant  of  the  Revenue  department.  The  Board  are  happy 
to  find  that  there  will  be  no  balance. 

That  the  several  engagements  made  with  the  Canoongoes  of  Dhoos, 
with  Sheolal  Dobeh  in  Jounpore  and  with  Mehendy  Ali  Khan  of  Shadeeabad 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  waste  lands  in  those  Pergunnahs  be  approved. 

That  the  early  publication  and  issue  of  the  Pottahs  for  the  ensuing 
year  on  the  footing  of  the  former  regulations  of  the  2oth  June  1788  be 
approved,  as  well  as  the  additional  clauses  particularized. 

The  measures  adopted  by  the  Resident  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
tructions  communicated  to  him  under  date  the  17th  June  are  entitled  to 
the  approbation  of  the  Board.  With  respect  to  the  prosecution  of  the  plan 
pointed  out  in  those  instructions,  the  Board  are  happy  to  observe  that  the 
concurrence  of  the  Rajah  has  been  obtained  for  a  measure  which  they  deem  of 
much  importance  to  his  interest  and  the  welfare  of  his  Zemindaree,  and  now 
resolve  that  a  settlement  of  the  Zemindaree  of  Benares  be  made  for  the 
period  of  10  years,  commencing  with  the  year  1196  Fuslee  agreeable  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  20th  May,  and  18th  ult :  communicated  to  the  Collector  of 
Behar. 

That  as  an  encouragement  to  the  Amils  holding  5  years'  leases  (of 
which  4  remain  unexpired)  it  be  left  to  the  Resident's  discretion  to  give  to 
all,  or  such  of  them  as  he  shall  deem  deserving,  assurances  that  they  shall 
be  respectively  continued  as  Collectors  for  the  5  out  of  the  10  years'  proposed 
settlement  which  will  remain  after  the  dates  of  their  leases  are  elapsed,  or 
for  such  part  thereof  as  shall  be  proper.  The  fundamental  resolutions 
regarding  the  persons  with  whom  the  settlement  is  to  be  made  precluded  the 
extension  or  renewal  of  their  leases  as  Amils. 
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That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  above  referred  to  be  communicated 

to  the  Resideut  for  his  instructiou  and  guidance. 

That  if  in  any  respect  they  should  appear  to  militute  with  the  usages 
of  the  district  of  Benares,  or  should  be  found  defective,  that  the  Resident 
point  out  such  instances  for  the  information  and  final  decision  of  the  Board, 
with  such  other  propositions  as  he  may  deem  necessary. 

The  Governor  General  in  Council  highly  approved  the  intention  of 
the  Resident  to  make  the  circuit  of  the  district  and  to  take  the  Raja 
with  him.  The  object  of  making  the  Raja  as  much  as  possible  a  party  in 
the  Settlement  was  on  every  account  very  important  and  the  means  already 
adopted  for  this  purpose  in  inviting  the  Raja  to  establish  a  Dufter  or 
register  appeared  to  the  Board  highly  proper.  The  candour  of  this  proceed- 
ing ought  to  be  flattering  to  him  and,  whilst  it  furnishe<i  him  with  an 
opportunity  of  obtaii)ing  complete  information  of  the  state  of  his  Zemin- 
daree,  established  his  sanction  to  the  Settlement. 

The  Board  having  perused  the  instructions  to  the  Amils  approved  and 
confirmed  the  same. 

From  the  detail  contained  in  the  proceedings  the  Governor  General 
in  Council  concurred  in  the  measure  recommended  by  the  Resident  for 
directing  an  adequate  force  to  proceed  to  the  district  of  Singrowlee  and 
Canton  there,  and  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Commander  in  Chief  was  requested 
to  issue  such  orders  upon  this  subject  as  he  might  deem  necessary.  The 
Board  further  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  obliging  the  Talookdars  of 
Singrowlee  to  discharge  the  arrears  of  tribute  due  from  them  and  in  future 
to  pay  the  full  proper  Jumma,  as  payable  from  the  rest  of  Benares,  or  such 
additional  Jumma  beyond  their  present  tribute  as  the  Resident  might  on 
further  information  as  to  the  state  of  the  district  deem  it  proper  to  estab- 
lish. 

The  Board  were  happy  to  find  that  the  Mint  duties,  which  constitu- 
ted a  new  resource  to  Government,  would  in  the  year  compensate  for  part 
of  the  sum  given  up  of  the  40  Lacs  of  gross  Revenue  which  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  permanent  Jumma  of  Benares ;  and  with  regard  to  the  diffi- 
culty suggested  by  the  Resident  in  realizing  all  the  Tuccavee  issued  through 
the  Raja's  Officers  in  the  end  of  1195,  the  Governor  General  in  Council 
was  aware  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  those  advances  were 
then  made  and,  relying  that  the  Resident  would  recover  as  much  of  them 
as  possible,  was  not  desirous  he  should  proceed  in  this  respect  to  such  mea- 
sures of  rigor  as  might  prove  distressing  to  the  country. 
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The  foUowinjf  further  resolutions  passed  by  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  relative  to  the  settlement  of  Behar  in  ad- 

From     8ub  Secretary     to 

Government  to  Resident  da-     dition  to  tliose  of  the  20th   May,  1789   were  for- 
warded to  the  Resident  at  Benares  for  iuformatioa 
and  guidance. 

1  St.  That  if,  from  want  of  sufficient  materials  or  information,  or  on  ac- 
oouut  of  other  impediments,  the  Colleotors  of  Bchar  should  not  be  able  to  com- 
plete the  settlement  of  all  the  Districts  under  their  chai'ge  agreeable  to  the 
prescribed  plan  within  the  period  of  the  Fuslee  year  1197,  the  settlement  of  the 

_,    ^,  ,  ^.        ,  -       districts  wherein  it  cannot  be  adopted  be  made   for 

Further  resolutions  or  Go-  ^ 

veciimcnt  regarding  Settle-     one  year  only,  according  to   the    principles  laid   down 
in  the  existing  regulation  of  the  25th  April  1788. 

2nd.  That  in  the  execution  of  the  fundamental  resolution,  the  Collectors 
proceed  with  due  caution  and  information  ;  it  being  expected  of  them,  that  they 
be  able  to  furnish,  when  called  upon,  clear  and  satisfactory  explanations  upon 
their  proceedings,  particularly  in  the  article  of  the  amount  of  the  Jumma. 

'6rd.  That  where  more  proprietors  than  one  possess  an  undivided  estate, 
the  settlement  be  made  with  them  jointly,  and  they  be  left  to  determine  the 
mode  of  management  themselves,  with  an  option,  in  case  of  disagreement,  to 
obtain  a  division  of  their  lands  at  their  own  expense,  and  a  proportionate  allot- 
ment of  the  revenue  assessed  thereon.  The  determination  of  the  majority  of 
the  proprietors,  or  of  the  majority  of  those  present,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  any, 
to  be  binding  on  the  remainder  as  to  the  choice  of  a  manager. 

4:th.  That  where  a  portion  of  land  stands  in  the  joint  names  of  several 
proprietors,  or  of  one  for  many,  but  each  proprietor  has  his  separate  share  in  his 
own  possession  and  management,  or  in  that  of  an  Agent  for  him,  the  settlement 
be  made  for  each  share  with  the  person  in  possession,  and  his  laud  be  held  exclu- 
sively responsible  for  the  revenue  ^sessed  upon  it. 

5tJi.  In  cases  of  mortgages,  if  the  mortgagee  has  obtained  possession  of 
the  land,  the  settlement  is  to  be  made  with  him,  and  the  proprietor  to  be  de- 
clared entitled  to  succeed  to  his  engagements  on  recovering  possession,  either  by 
discharge  of  his  obligations,  or  by  the  decision  of  a  Court  of  Justice.  If  tho 
mortgagee  has  not  possession,  the  settlement  is  to  be  made  with  the  proprietor  in 
possession,  and  the  mortgagee  in  like  manner  succeed  in  case  of  possession  being 
subsequently  adjudged  to  him. 

6iL  If  after  due  enquiries  and  a  reference  to  the  Mofussil  Records,  the 
proprietors  of  any  land  cannot  be  ascertained,  the  lands,  protempore,  to  be  held 
Khas,  and  the  same  mode  is  to  be  adopted  with  regard  to  absentees.  In  both 
cases  an  advertisement  to  bo  issued  requiring  the  proprietors  or  absentees  to 
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attend  within  a  period  of  six  months,  and  if  they  should  not  be  forthcoming  at 
the  expiration  of  that  period  a  settlement  to  be  made  with  a  farmer  for  10 
years;  allowing  a  preference  to  the  Zemindar  nearest  in  situation  on  his  acquies- 
cence to  the  Jumma  and  term  prescribed  by  the  Collector. 

1th.  That  where  the  property  of  the  lands  is  disputed,  the  settlement 
be  made  with  the  proprietor  in  possession,  under  an  express  declaration  that  he 
is  nevertheless  liable  to  the  claims  upon  the  estate  which  is  transferable  to  any 
other  to  whom  the  property  may  be  subsequently  adjudged.  If  any  case  should 
occur  where  none  of  the  claimants  shall  have  been  previously  in  possession,  they 
are  to  be  allowed  to  appoint  a  manager  until  their  claims  shall  have  been  deter- 
mined in  the  Dewauny  Adawlut ;  but  if  they  should  not  agree  to  a  manager, 
that  the  lands  be  held  Khas,  and  the  surplus  produce,  after  discharging  the  re- 
venue, to  be  kept  in  deposit  until  the  right  of  property  be  adjudged. 

Sth.  That  where  disputes  exist  concerning  the  boundaries  of  lands,  they 
be  left  to  be  adjusted  in  the  Dewanny  Adawlut,  and  the  settlement  be  made,  in 
the  meantime,  for  the  lands  in  the  possession  of  the  disputing  parties  respectively. 

^ih.  That  if  any  petty  Zemindars  be  desirous  of  continuing  to  pay  their 
revenue  through  a  principal  Zemindar,  as  at  present,  in  preference  to  the  Collec- 
tor or  a  Tahsildar  on  his  part,  they  be  permitted  to  do  so,  and  the  settlement 
for  their  lands  is  to  be  made  accordingly  with  such  principal  Zemindar ;  but  that 
in  all  such  cases,  a  written  declaration  must  be  taken  from  the  petty  Zemindars, 
setting  forth  their  request,  with  the  reasons  thereof,  and  the  Collectors  are  par- 
ticularly enjoined  to  be  satisfied  that  such  declarations  are  voluntary. 

10</<.  That  it  be  declared  optional  with  all  proprietors  to  engage  or  not 
for  the  revenue  of  their  lands  and  that  in  the  event  of  their  declining  from  ob- 
jections to  the  amount  of  the  Jumma,  the  Collectors  be  directed  to  hold  the 
lands  Khas,  reporting  the  circumstance  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  with  the  grounds 
on  which  they  have  fixed  the  amount  of  the  Jtimma,  that  the  Board  may  con- 
firm the  same,  or  direct  such  further  enquiry  into  objecitons  of  the  Zemindars  as 
they  may  think  proper.  In  the  event  of  the  Jumma  being  confirmed,  the  Col- 
lectors are  to  require  the  Zemindars  to  enter  into  engagements  for  it,  and,  upon 
their  declining,  are  to  let  the  lands  in  farm  for  the  period  of  ten  years. 

Third  Resolution  : — That  this  resolution  stand  confirmed  and  that  the 
Collectors,  in  carrying  it  into  execution,  attend  to  the  modes  which  have  hitherto 
prevailed  in  ascertaining  the  assets  and  fixing  the  Jumma  between  the  petty 
landholders  and  principal  Zemindars  or  farmers,  adopting  in  all  practicable  in- 
stances the  following  general  rule :— That  the  average  product  of  the  land  for 
common  years,  wherever  ascertainable,  (assuming  three  or  four  for  the  calcula- 
tion be  taken  as  the  basis  of  the  settlement)  and  from  this  deductions  be  made 
equal  to  the  Malikana  and  Kurcha    leaving  the  remainder  the  Jumma  of  Gov- 
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ernmeut.  The  BoarJ  rely  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  Collectors  in  the  application 
of  this  rule  and  they  are  authorized  in  the  event  of  groat  uncertainty  to  mea- 
sure the  land.  This  uncertainty  however  to  be  reported  to  the  Board  of  Reve- 
nue and  the  measurement  uot  tO'  be  undertakea  but  on.  the  clcaicst  grounds  of 
the  necessity  of  it. 

Tljat  no  remission  upon  the  Sndder  Jumma  of  the  year  Tl  9G"  be  confirm- 
ed without  the  special  sanction  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council.  The  Ze- 
mindar is  to  let  the  lauds  of  his  Zemindaree,  under  the  prescribed  restrictions, 
in  what  manner  he  may  think  proper,  but  every  engagement  contracted  by  him 
with  under-renters  shall  be  specified  as  to  the  amount  and  conditions  of  it,  and 
all  sums  received  by  any  Zemindar  or  renter,  over  and  above  what  is  specified  in 
the  engagement  of  the  persons  paying  the  same,  shall  be  considered  as  extorted, 
and  be  repaid  ivith  a  penalty  of  double  the  amount. 

That  no  person  contracting  with  the  ZTemindar  or  Talookdar,  or  employed 
by  him  in  the  management  of  the  collection,  above  the  degree  of  ryots,  shall  be 
authorized  to  take  charge  thereof  without  an  Amulnama  or  written  commission 
signed  by  the  Zemindar  or  Talookdar  and  copies  of  such  commissions  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  Sudder  Cutcherry  o£  the  Collectorship. 

Fourth  Resolution  : — That  this  resolution  as  far  as  regards  Gunjes,  Ba- 
zars, and  Hants  held  wi'hin  them,  be  confirmed;  but,  it  be  not  confirmed  with 
regard  to  other  Hau^s,  or  to  the  Sayer  generally. 

With  respect  to  these,  declaration  is  to  be  made  to  the  proprietors  and 
renters  that  the  Government  will  prescribe  such  regulations  as  they  may  deem 
nece.ssary  wi  h  respect  to  the  articles  which  hereafter  compose  the  Sayer,  and  the 
rates  of  the  collection  upon  them  and  in  the  Hants,  and  the  proprietors,  and 
renters  are  to  be  bound  by  such  regula';ious  without  claiming  any  deduction  on 
account  the  abolition  of  any  articles  of  Sayer  or  reduction  of  the  rates. 

That  the  Collectors  proceed  wi  h  as  much  expedition  as  possible  to  pro- 
pose a  plan  for  the  regulations  of  the  duties  and  tolls  at  the  Gunjes,  Bazars, 
Uauts  and  several  articles  of  the  Sayer,  specifying  whether  any  and  what  part  of 
them  are  included  in  the  Mai  and  what  articles  they  jM^jpoe©  to  abolish. 

The  Resident  reported  having  coacluded  the  tea  years'  settlement  of 
„       „   .,  ^  two  Per^unnahs  with  the  landholders  tO' the  ioint 

From  Resident  to  Cover-  ,         ^  ,  ,  •^ 

nor  General  iu  Council  dated  Satisfaction  of  the  Raja  and  himself  since  his  leav- 
30th  November  1789.  .  r,  ,,       Ci-i.  xt  \        i>-or» 

lag  13enares  on  the  5th  November  1/89  on  circuit 

Ten  years'  settlement.  ^^  superintend  the  making  of  settlements,  and  that 

he  had  now  arrived  at  Jounpore  where  he  would  have  to  revise  and  confirm 

the  4  years'  settlement  made  by  Sheolal  Dobeh,  Amil,  according  to  the  plan 

approved  by  Government  preparatory  to  the  4th  or  last  years'  Jumma  being 

J 
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declared  permanent  for  the  6  future  ones.  He  had  found  some  cause  to 
conceive  that  the  Raja  might  be  induced  to  give  his  consent  to  the  restora- 
tion of  the  heirs  of  the  former  village  Zemindars,  as  his  objections  related 
chiefly  to  the  restoration  of  Zemindars  to  the  whole  Pergunnahs,  and  the  Re- 
sident deemed  it  a  duty  of  humanity  to  apprize  Government  of  the  same 
without  meaning  to  convey  any  opinion  of  his  own  on  the  expediency  of  a 
question  against  which  Government  seemed  to  have  already  in  a  great  mea- 
sure decided  on  the  occasion  and  in  the  manner  previously  specified. 

He  also  intimated  that  grain  being  now  comparatively  cheap  in 

this  part  of  the  country,  there  was  likelihood  that 

Proposal  to  sell  Govern-     \^y  keeping  lontjer  what  was  purchased  last  year 

meat  graia  la  store.  ./  r     o         o  r  ^ 

and  collected  from  the  Government  stores  at  Alla- 
habad, there  would  be  a  heavy  loss  to  the  Hon'ble  Company.  He  re- 
commended therefore  its  speedy  sale  at  the  present  market  prices  and  stated 
that  he  was  taking  measures  to  dispose  of  it  accordingly,  but  part  of  the 
grain  in  store  and  in  charge  of  Mr.  Revell  was  of  so  bad  a  quality  that  it 
was  feared  a  buyer  could  hardly  be  met  for  the  same ;  a  circumstance 
which  might  be  ascribed  to  the  said  grain  having  lain  so  long  in  store  be- 
fore it  was  transported  to  Benares. 

The  Resident  reported  that  he  was  proceeding  successfully  in  the 
From  Resident  to  the  Go-     business  of  his  circuit  and  that  since  his  address, 

TcrUDr  General  in  Council  ^f  3()th  ultimo  he  had  been  able  to  effect  the  corn- 
dated  26th  December  1789.  .  „,       ,    ,  ^ 

pletion  of  the  proposed  scrutmy  into  Sheolal  Do- 
beh's  4<  years'  settlement  of  Jounpore  proper  and  its  dependencies,  including 

Anglee,  Raree,  Singramow  and  the  villages  dis- 
Seukment^orjounporrand  tinguished  by  the  appellation  of  Kereeat  Dost  and 
its  dependencies.  Mehra,  and  that  all  the  Pottahs  for   that  extensive 

division  of  the  country  had  been  issued  under  the  Amil's  seal  and  Resident's 
initials  and  English  number. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  difference  between  the  mode  of  issuing  the 
deeds  of  4  years'   and  10  years'  settlements  con- 
agS'emeute^for  t^rrLd  10     sisted  in  that  the  Pottahs  for  the  latter  were  signed 
years'  settlements.  ^^  ^'^^  UsL^sk  and  under  his  seal  and  countersigned  by 

the  Resident  with  his  name  and  official  designation  at  full  length,  where- 
as for  the  former,  consisting  only  of  an  ascertainment  and  regular  distribu- 
tion of  the  funds  for  the  collections  of  the  4  years  that  remained  to  elapse  of 
the  5  years'  leases,  and  with  a  view  to  preserve  the  farming  Amil's  respon- 
sibility, the  Raja  did  not  attest  the  Pottahs,  which  were  issued  under  the 
Amil's  seal  authenticated  by  the  Resident  in  the  manner  above  described,  and 
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sepni-ately  delivered  by  his  own  hand  together  with  the  10  years'  Pottahs  to 
the  Zemiudars  and  farmers,  of  which  last  description  of  renters  there  were  as 
few  as  possibla  Pe  saw  no  objection,  as  far  as  could  yet  be  judged  from 
the  progress  made,  to  the  jumma  of  the  4  years'  settlements  being  for  the 
most  part  declared  permanent  to  the  landholders  for  the  six  following  years 
as  proposed  in  address  of  the  2ad  October  last,  which  would  constitute  a  10 
years'  settlement  for  all  the  Zemindaree  of  Benares  in  like  manner  as  was 
intended  for  Behar  and  Bengal. 

Having  from  the  first  had  in  view  the  converson  of  the  4  into  a  1 0  years' 
permanent  Jumma,  the  Resident  had  been  equally  solicitous  in  the  one  as  in 
tiie  other  instance  to  render  the  assessment  on  each  landholder  as  equitable  as 
possible,  and  he  would  continue  to  do  so  in  the  assessment  now  being  made. 
To  promote  this  object,  he  had  taken  and  would  take  from  the  Canoongoes 
of  each  Pergunnah  engagements  binding  them  under  sanctions  equal  to  an 
_,  XXL*         oath,  1st,  to  deliver  the  true  accounts  of  the  last 

Engagements  taken  from  '         ' 

Canoongoes  to  render  correct  10  years'  Tuskhees  or  Mufussil  assessment  in  each 
Vide  Appendix  E.  *  Pergunnah  or  Mehal  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge 
and  judgment,  and,  2udly,  that  they  shall  conscientiously  discharge  the  duty 
incumbent  on  them  to  propose  a  just  distribution  among  the  present  land- 
holders of  the  component  parts  and  proportions  both  of  the  10  and  4  years' 
Jummas.  He  submitted  for  fuller  information  of  Government  regarding 
Forms  of  Revenue  engage-  ^^'^^  ^ery  important  part  of  the  subject  the  form  of 
ments  submitted.  tljg  t^o  engagements  which  the  Canoongoes  were  to 

enter  into  successively  for  each  Pergunnah,  and  he  indulged   the  hope  that 
under  these  precautions  aided  by   his  own  personal  inspection  and  im- 
mediate influence  in  the    detail   of  each    settle- 
AMessment    held    to   be  •  t.  i  i    i 

trustwortliy  and  great  bene-     ment,  that  no  great  error  or  inequality  could  be 

fit  anticipated.  Committed  in  this  general  assessment,  which  would 

in  a  great  measure,  it  was  trusted,  long  preserve  this  country  and  secure 
materially  the  rights,  properties  and  happiness  of  its  inhabitants. 

To  ensure  still  further  the  great  advantages  comprehended  in  the 
present  benijjn  system  of  Government,  the  Resident 

Engagements  taken  from      r  o       ./ 

Amiis  not  to  exact  more  than    had  taken  an  engagement  from  the  Amils  as  solemn 
Vide  Appendix  E.  as  that  from  the  Canoongoes,  restraining  them  from 

exacting,  collecting  or  accepting  any  sum  of  money  or  other  valuable  consi- 
deration over  and  above  what  was  expressed  in  the  settlement.  Such  engage- 
ments would  be  continued  to  be  taken  from  the  Amils  as  the  settlement  was 
carried  on,  and  the  settlement  Pottahs  were  under  Resident's  signature  and 

„,      T>  X  1.    X         1  •      the  minutest  particulars  of  them  were  and  would  be 
The    Pottahs  to  contain  ^ 

minute  particulars.  resdstered  in  English  and  transmitted  to  Govern- 
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meat  hereafter.  Two  of  the  principal  Amils  in  the  Zemindaree,  seeing  that 
the  proposed  engagement  was  not  to  be  evaded  by  any  of  the  common  sub- 
terfuges of  an  Amil,  did  not  scruple  to  confess  on  this  occasion,  what  was  well 
known  to  exist  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  all  over  India,  that  there  had  been 

certain  emoluments  such  as  festival  gifts  &c.  attach- 
Amils  admit  taUng  gra-     ^j  ^^  ^ij^jj.  stations,  under  the  undefined  head   of 

Bhet  &c.,  which  served  at  least  to  maintain  and  pay 
part  of  their  numerous  retainers  and  servants,  and  which  the  inferior  renters, 
such  as  village  Zemindars  and  farmers  and  others,  did  not,  from  habit, 
view  in  the  light  of  hardship  or  over-exaction.  However  true  this  might 
have  been   the  Resident  considered  it  essential  and  indispensable  to  the 

good  Government  of  Indian   territories  to  have 

Bto^"ld*^^  '°*'^  ^^"""^^  ^^  ^^^^^  P*"^*  °^  *^^  revenue  collections  from  the 
country  reduced  to  the  greatest  certainty  and 
clearness,  neither  of  which  objects  had  yet  been  thoroughly  attained,  and 
therefore  it  was  deemed  the  more  important  to  submit  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Government  the  measures  which  he  was  carrying  on  towards  the 
accomplishment. 

The   Resident  mentioned  that  the  difficulty  arising  from  the    want 

of  Zemindars  falling  under  the  description  of  the  Government  regulations 

existed  but  in  a  very  small  degree  in  Jounpore  and  its  dependencies,  and  of 

course  the  settlement  concluded  there   for  4  years 

Great    competition    for    might  iustly  be  Considered  a  Zemindaree  One.     The 

right  to  engage  for  the  lands.  o      j         j 

principal  difficulty  found  was  to  adjust  the  sundry 
disputed  claims  to  the  lands,  for  a  very  strong  competition  existed  in  many 
instances  between  the  partners  in  the  same  village  as  to  their  respective 
shares,   or  between  claimants  of  opposite  families   to  the  same   village. 
That  in  all  these  cases  Resident  had  been  and  would  be  guided  by  one  gene- 
ral and  uniform  rule,  viz.,  to  admit  tliose  Zemindars  or  Putteedars  who  had 
at  any  time  held  possession  since  the  last  acquisi- 
tion of  the  country  of  Benares  in  1775,  as  directed 
in  Government  order,  and   to  leave    those  who  possessed    only    claims 
of  an   origin  antecedent  to  that  period  to  seek  redress  by  instituting  suits 
in  the  Moolky  Dewanny  Adawlut,  in  which  alone  all  such   causes  and  all 
rights  of  property  whatsoever  throughout  the  Mofussil  were  in  the  first 
instance  to  be  decided.    He  had  been   obliged  to  pass   orders  in  a  summary 
way  in  disputes  of  this  nature  during  his  circuit,  taking  great  pains  to  ex- 
plain to  the  natives  that  the  new  Pottahs  were  only 
but  rtghts  oTpropertrto^be    »ieant  to  fix  the  rental,   and  constituted  no  bar  to 
decided  in  the  estabUshed     any  of  their  rights  of  property  for  that  they  might 
Still  prosecute  these  last  in  the  Court  of  Justice  as 
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if  no  such  Pottahs  hatl  been  granted.  To  this  effect  also  the  Resident  in- 
structed the  Judge  of  the  Moolky  Dewanny  Adawkit  by  a  pubUc  official 
])erwannah,  and  had  taken  and  would  take  from  all  the  present  Pottah- 
liolders  as  well  as  Zemindars  and  farmers,  a  separate  engagement  in  writing, 
binding  them  to  a  ready  attendance  and  submission  to  the  judicial  authority 
of  that  Court  and  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  in  respect  to  all  such  claims ; 
prohibiting  at  the  same  time  the  Amils  from  making  any  alterations  in  the 
Pottahs  now  issued,  and  about  to  be  granted,  except  upon  orders  issued  by 
the  Resident  in  consequence  of  such  judgments 
passed  in  the  Moolky  Dewanny  Adawlut,  the  de- 
cisions of  which  could  only  change  the  landholders  or  farmers,  but  could  not 
affect  the  Government  rental  It  was  conceived  therefore  that  every  pos- 
sible precaution  had  been  taken  relative  to  this  part  of  the  bundobust. 

It  was  also  pointed  out  that  when  the  settlement  of  Benares  was 
completed  on  the  plan  above  noticed,  the  four  years'  Amils  would  in  fact  be 
reduced  as  much  to  the  level  of  mere  collectors  as  those  under  the  leases 
for  ten  years,  with  this  difference  that  in  proportion  as  the  aggregate  of 
what  might  turn  out  to  be  the  ascertained  Mofussil  settlement  shall  exceed 
the  Sudder  one  (as  fixed  last  year)  for  each  Pergunnah  and  Mehal,  the  net 
profits  or  advantages  of  these  four  years  farming  Amils  might  perhaps  in 
certain  places  be  somewhat  greater  in  reference  to  the  quantum  of  their 
collections  than  what  might  this  year  (with  fuller  information  than  what 
was  then  possessed  and  under  happier  circumstances  of  season  and  conduct 
than  what  existed  at  that  time)  be  deemed  necessary  to  be  fixed  as  charges 
of  establishment  for  the  collections  of  the  ten  years'  bundobust.  Should  the 
result  of  the  settlement  however  shew  this  to  be  the  case,  it  could  never  con-^ 
stitute  any  subject  of  regret  to  Government,  for  when  the  term  of  the  leases 
expired,  it  would  rest  with  it  or  the  Raja  to  reserve  what  proportion  mi^ht 
Full  revenue  obtnined.  ^^  thought  fit  for  the  Government's  or  Raja's  reve- 
Cases  of  hardships  to  be  re-    nue.     On  the  whols  there  was  the  greatest   reason 

medied.  i     v  i  t 

to  believe  that  the  settlement  made  last  year  was 
fully  equal  to  and  in  some  places  even  beyond  the  local  ability  of  the 
Mehal.  The  few  cases  of  hardship,  as  far  as  they  may  be  fully  verified  in 
the  course  of  Resident's  present  year's  progress,  must  of  course  be  corrected 
as  true  policy  required,  taking  care  that  the  limited  effects  of  such  amend- 
ments did  not  prove  any  loss  to  the  Hon'ble  Company,  which  mio-ht  be 
safely  ensured  by  small  additions  to  the  assessment  in  a  few  places  which 
might  bear  them  under  the  present  form  of  settlement.  These  explana- 
tions were  thus  early  submitted  to  Government  in  order  to  receive  such 
further  instructions  regarding  such  an  important  subject  as  might  appear 
necessary. 
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The   Resident   reported  the  capture  of  Goordiit  Sing  and    liis  con- 
finement in   the  Jounpore  Fort  pending  trial,  and 
an?'grnrlf^hnd1o?hf    ^^^  g^ant  of  30  beegahs  of  cultivated  land  in  Budla- 

heirs  of  Hookum  Slug,  kill-  pore  to  the  vouno;  surviving  son  and  grandson  of 
ed  by  him.  ^  ^         a  »  o 

late  Hookum  Chund  (whose  family  were  killed  by 

the  said  Qoordut  in  the  manner  related  in  Resident's  letter  of  the  26tli 
April  last,)  to  be  held  by  them  and  their  heirs  in  their  own  village  free  of 
revenue,  and  the  Sunnud  expressed  the  cause  of  this  donation,  and  he 
doubted  not  but  that  Government  would  approve  and  confirm  the  giant  as 
being  a  debt  of  humanity  and  a  means  oi  attaching  thu  natives  to  Govern- 
ment, especially  as  the  grant  will  prove  no  charge  upon  Government. 

It  was   at  first   the   intention  to  have  separated   Budlapore  and 

Singramow    from    the    Amil    or  coUectorship  of 

Ami!  is  durng  well  ^Budia^    Jounpofe,  but  as  on  his  late  visit  to  the  frontier  it 

pore   and    Singramow  are     ^^s  found  that  every  thing  was  ouiet   there,  and 

left  under  him.  J  o  l  > 

the  land  of  those  two  places  in  particular  in  the 
highest  state  of  cultivation,  and  the  Talookdars  apparently  well  sati.sfied 
with  Sheolal  Dobeh,  to  whom  they  paid  a  fixed  revenue,  which  was  now, 
as  in  all  other  cases,  ascertained  by  Pottahs  for  four  years  under  Resident's 
signature,  there  was  no  necessity  under  this  permanent  Jumma  and  while 
the  parties  seemed  so  well  satisfied  with  each  other  to  make  any  alteration 
in  the  superintending  authority  in  those  parts,  tlie  more  especially  as  Sheo- 
lal Dobeh  had  acted  with  the  best  intentions  to  recommend  himself  to 
Government  during  Resident's  local  examination  into  Mofussil  settlements, 
and  had  promised  to  act  in  every  respect  according  to  the  new  system  in 
future. 

The  Resident  brought  to  notice  a  violent  dispute  which  broke  out  be- 
tween Sheolal  Dobeh  and  the  Collector  of  Customs 

Dispute       between      the  /.         ,    i  ,  i  ,.  .  . 

Amil  and  the  Collector  of     at  Jouupore  founded  on  the   restless   disposition 

Customs.  g^j^j  interested   motives  of  the  latter  to   supplant 

the  Dobeh  in  that  part  of  the  collections.  The  Custom  Collector  had  been 
admonished  to  adopt  a  more  discreet  and  moderate  line  of  conduct  in 
future. 

Having  been  lately  through  that  part  of  the  country  where  the 
Rajkoomar  tribe  resided,  the  Resident  had  conversed 
with  several  of  them  and  found  from  their  own 
confessions  that  the  custom  of  Female  infanticide  had  long  been  and  still 
continued  very  prevalent  among  them,  as  already  noticed  in  letter  of  the 
2nd  October  last.  The  Resident  had  prevailed  on  those  situated  on  the 
frontier  to  agree  to  renounce  in  future  this  horrid  practice,  to  which   effect 
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tliey  liad  entered  into  an  engagement  which  was   being   circulated   among 

the  parties,  and  he  had  also  written  to  Lucknow  to  increase  and  promote 

the  salutary  object  in  view.     The  Resident  stated  that  this  baneful  habit 

was  not  alone  confined  to  the  Rajkoomars,  but  extended  also  though  not  in 

so  great  a  degree,  to  the  tribe  called  Rugbunsees,  who  resided  in  Pergunnah 

Moongra  and  Talooka  of  Chundwuk  and  in  other  parts.    Measures  had  been 

taken  for  their  executing  a  separate  similar  engage- 
Vide  Appendix  P.  ,.  i  .  .    ,  i  •         i 

ment  from  which  there  was  a  very  sanguine   hope, 

that  this  system  of  child  murder  would  be  put  a  stop  to  or  at  least  greatly 
lessened,  for  all  the  Rajkoomars,  with  whom  the  Resident  conversed,  fully 
acknowletlged  its  atrocity,  for  wiiich  they  had  only  to  plead  the  great  expense 
of  procuring  suitable  matches  for  their  daughters  if  they  allowed  them  to 
growup.  It  did  appear  that  in  several  cases,  paternal  aflfection  or  some  other 
circumstances  had  prevailed  on  the  fathers  of  Rajkoomar  families  to  bring  up 
one  or  more  of  their  female  issue,  though  the  instances  where  above  one 
daughter  had  been  spared,  as  far  as  could  be  judged,  were  very  rare.  One 
general  exception  of  a  whole  village  had  only  been  heard  of,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  being  of  this  tribe,  solemnly  pledged  themselves  to  bring  up  their 
females,  as  a  proof  of  which  there  were  now  to  be  seen  several  Rajkoomar  old 
maids  in  the  village,  because  from  the  great  expense  hitherto  usually  incur- 
red by  this  tribe  in  their  marriages,  the  parents  had  been  unable  to  dispose 
of  these  women  in  that  way  by  procuring  husbands  for  them. 

All  the  Rajkoomar  landholders  had  waited  upon  the  Resident  and  re- 
ceived their  four  year's  pottahs  with  the  exception  of 
Except  Zalim  Singh  and     2alim  Sing  and  his  rival  Goordut  Sing ;  neither  of 

hia  rival,  Goordut  Singh,  all  °  .  . 

Rajkoomar  landholders  re-  whom  thought  fit  to  appear,  but  kept  retired  in 
ceive  their  lease  for  4  years.      .,     .     ,       j  .v  -i.     v.      i  vi.-      xi.      xt 

their  lands  on  the  opposite  border  withm  the  Na- 
wab's  country.  Zalim  Sing  did  however,  whilst  Resident  was  on  the  spot 
deign  to  send  a  vakeel  to  negotiate  the  renewal  of  his  lease  and  to  pay  up, 
his  last  year's  arrears  to  the  Amil,  who  had  however,  generally  speaking,  no 
other  resource  than  either  to  put  up  with  this  insolence,  or  to  subject 
the  country  to  his  continual  predatory  inroads.  The  Amil  had  however 
been  instructed  not  to  deliver  the  four  year's  Pottah  to  Zalim  Sing's  Vakeel 
till  he  came  in  person  to  solicit  it. 

Troubles  and  inroads  still  continued   on  the  frontier   towards  the 

Frontier  still  unquiet.  Nawab's  country,  but  the  Resident  had  done  all  in 

Vide  Appendix.  Q.  jjjg  power  to  apply  temporary  remedies  to  these 

evils,  as  well  as  to  prevail  on  the  Vizier's  Government  to  adopt  the  only 

effectual  means  of  putting  a  final  end  to  them,  but  his  exertions  had  not 

met  with  much  success  as  yet. 
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The  renunciation  of  the  Rajkoomars  of   letting  their    daughters 
perish  had   been  sul)scribed  by  all  those  of  the 

contin'uf  Te^te'tiS^ScSl"  ^'}^  ^^  ^^^^  V^'^  ^^  the  couutry  including  Zalim 
Sing  and  Goordut  Sing,  the  latter  of  whom  was  the 
only  one  of  tlie  subscribers  who  disallowed  in  writing  having  been  guilty  of 
this  crime.  A  copy  of  the  engagement  had  been  sent  to  the  Amil  of  Joun- 
pore  with  directione  to  have  it  enforced  and  to  apprehend  and  send  to  Benares 
for  trial  any  Rajkooraar  who  should  be  guilty  of  the  crime  hereafter.  A 
similar  subscription  had  been  circulated  in' the  Pergunnah  of  Gurwarah,  on 
finding  that  tho  inhabitants,  who  were  all  Doorgbunsees  or  descendants  of 
one  common  ancestor  called  Boorg,  were  addicted  more  or  less  to  the  same 
practice  of  destroying  their  female  infants. 

A  general  order   was  issued  to  all  the  Amils  requiring  them  to  be 

particularly  careful  to  prevent  any  Zemindar  or 

Resident's  proce'^dings  da-     farmer  within  their  Amildarees  from  erecting  any 

ted  2nd  January  l/lM).  o        -^ . 

new  or  repairing  any   old  Ghuree  or  fort,  so  that 

in  time  those  now  remaining  might  all  become  untenable.     The  Amils  were 

also. directed  to  attend  to  the   grubbing  up  of  the 

Forts  as  affording  shelter      .         '  i       t  r  i  i 

to  thieves  and  others  to  be  jungles  or  thickcts  whether  of  grass  or  underwood, 
^^lrberar:itirk't:^^  ^vithln  their  respective  countries,  which  served  for  a 
SO"'  shelter  to  thieves  and  criminals,  and  which  several 

Zemindars  kept  up  with  that  view ;  proving  also  an  encouragement,  in  like 
manner  with  tiie  forts,  to  refractory  Zemindars  and  others  to  withhold 
their  revenue  and  to  resist  or  evade  the  orders  of  Government  by  the  shel- 
ter which  such  places  afforded. 

The  Amils  were  now  tlierefore  instructed  to  take  agreements  from 
the  Zemindars  to  cut  down  their  respective  jungles 

.Amils  instructed  accor-  -within  a  certain  time,  stipulating  that  the  whole, 
<liugly. 

or  such  part  thereof  as  might  be  deemed  practica- 
ble, be  felled  and  cleared  by  the  end  of  the  current  Fuslee  year  ;  and  the 
Amil  was  to  attend  to  the  performance  of  these  engagements,  and  where 
the  Zemindars  either  refused  to  enter  into  them  or  neglect  to  perform  them, 
the  Amil  should  interfere  and  cause  such  jungle  to  be  cut  down  ;  he  being 
also  allowed  to  sell  it  on  his  own  account  to  defray  the  charges. 

The  Amils  were  further  cautioned  that  this  order  did  not  of  course 
extend  to  fruit  trees  or  timber  trees  fit  for  building,  but  only  to  Jungle 
and  thickets  on  land  fit  for  cultivation,  or  which  proved  a  shelter  to  refrac- 
tory Zemindars  or  criminals.  It  was  therefore  not  meant  but  that  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  wood  for  firing  and  other  common  uses  should  be  left  in 
each  pergunnah,  to  all  which  the  Amils  were  to  be  attentive. 
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In  case  of  any  Zcmiudars  resisting  by  violence  the  execution  of 
tliis  order  the  Amil  was  to  send  him  to  the  Resident  that  his  reasons  miglit 
be  lieard  and  decided. 

The  Amils  were  to  report  which  of  the  Zemindars  had  neglected  or 
evaded  and  which  had  obeyed  the  orders  in  question. 

The  Governor  General  in  Council  under  date  the  1 3th  January  1790, 
approved  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Resident  as  detailed  in  his  letters  of  the 
26th  December  1789  and  2nd  instant. 

With  reference  to  previous  correspondence  pn  the  subject  the  Resi- 
dent accounted  for  the  suggestion   made  by  him 

From  Resident  to   Gover-  ,        t.    •  •    i  .     ,  i  •  •         i 

nor  General  in  CouucU  dated  that  the  Raja  might  probably  acquiesce  in  the 
1st  Febuary  1790.  restoration  of  the  Zemindars  dispossessed  prior  to 

the  session  of  the  sovereignty  of  Benares  to  the  Hon'ble  Company.  He 
assured  Government  that  such  an  idea  was  expressed  in  conversation  by 
Baboo  Surubjeet  Sing,  the  Raja's  Uncle  and  one  of  his  principal  and  most 

confidential  advisers,  and  the  Resident  had  there- 
Views  of  the  R»ja  regard-  11,1.-1  1        T,    •   J 
ing     dispossesaed     Zemin-     fore  httle  or  no  doubt  Dut  that  the   Kaja  s  opinion 

*^*'^'  was   either  the  same,  or  would  be  formed  on  what 

appeared  to  be  his  said  relation's,  but  in  this  Resident  had  been  mistaken. 

He  noted  however  that  it  would  be  needless  to  discuss  further  in  this  place 

the  merits  of  the  Raja's  remarks  as  he  had  himself  retracted  or  done  away 

whatever  apparently  required  explanation. 

The  Resident  added,  in  respect  to  what  he  had  mentioned  as  to  the 

Zemindars  of  villages  having  of  late  years  reduced  the  rental  b\'  lowering 

the  rates  of  diflferent  spots,  the  cultivation  of  which 

Loss  of  Revenue  owing  to        ,         ,      ,       ,         .  ,     . 

Brahmins  holding  at  prefer-  they  had  taken  into  their  own  hands,  that  there  was, 
«utu»  rates.  it  was  believed.  Considerable  foundation  for  that  re- 

mark, and  that  the  public  rental  had  perhaps  been  still  further  materially 
injured  by  Brahmins  (whether  Zemindars  or  mere  cultivators)  having  in 
many  places  from  Cheyt  Sing's  expulsion,  possessed  themselves  of  the  pro- 
ductive lands  that  had  been  cultivated  by  ryots  of  the  denomination  of 
Koombee  and  other  castes,  who  paid  in  general  nearly  double  the  rates  that 
were  by  the  custom  of  this  country  demandable  from  Brahmins.  By  this 
Government  had  sustained  a  real  prejudice,  the  more  serious  as,  from  in- 
veterate habits  and  prejudices,  the  evil  admitted  but  of  a  very  gradual 
cure,  since  these  Bi-ahmins  could  not  be  dispossessed,  nor  could  more  than 
their  own  rates  be  required  of  them,  as  on  the  smallest  attempt  to  exert  any 
coercion  over  thera,  they  were  always  ready  with  knives  and  razors  to  lacer- 
ate their  own  bodies,  and,  except  in  very  uncommon  instances,  no  Hindoo 
would  voluntarily  run  the  risk  of  being  considered  as  the  cause  of  a  Brah- 
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mill's  blood  beiug  spilt,  and  far  less  of  occasioning  his  death,  although  that 
extremity  was  indeed  but  seldom  attempted  or  even  meditated  to  be  resort- 
ed to  by  these  holy  jugglers,  who  by  thus  playing  off  the  artifices  of  their 
tribe,  and  availing  themselves  of  the  general  reverence  for  it,  had  long  set 
themselves  above  law,  right  and  the  Magistrate.  To  such  a  degree  had  this 
practice  prevailed,  that  the  number  of  scars  on  a  Brahmin's  body  was,  with 
the  more  reflecting  part  of  the  natives,  a  criterion  to  judge  of  the  respec- 
tive degrees  of  malignity  and  artifice  ia  their  several  dispositions. 

The  Resident  concluded  by  observing  that  as  a  knowledge  of  the 
customs  and  manners  of  the  people  must  at  all  times  be  useful  to  every 
Government,  and  as  many  of  the  peculiarities  prevalent  in  these  respects 
in  this  country  had  not,  it  was  believed,  been  officially  communicated  be- 
fore, Government  would  not  disapprove  of  the  Resident  occasionally  noticing 
sucli  characteristical  traits  and  prejudices  as  most  materially  affected  the 
equal  administration  of  the  British  Government  in  this  country. 

On  the  2nd  Febniary  1790  a  Circular  Perwannah  was  issued  to  all 
the  Amils  directing  that  in  the  cases  where  Dustuks  and  Summons  must 
through  necessity  be  issued  charged  with  the  payment  of  Tulbana  for  the 
collection  of  the  revenue  of  Government,  the  tulbana  money  was  to  be  taken 
from  the  Malgoozars  according  to  the  Shurah  or  rates  of  the  Pergunnah, 
and  the  same  entered  or  brought  to  credit  from  the  beginning  of  1197 
Fuslee  in  the  accounts  of  Government,  and  whenever  the  tulbanah  account 
•was  demanded,  they  were  to  transmit  a  statement  thereof  with  the  particu- 
lars of  the  number  of  days  and  the  rates  charged  on  every  Assamee  or 
party,  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  the  month  of  Bhadon,  the  amount 
of  the  said  tulbanah  together  with  the  particulars  of  its  Jumma  khurch  or 
receipts  and  disbursements  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Huzoor.  Wherefore  they 
were  required  to  transmit  to  the  Huzoor  a  Cabooleeut  to  the  same  effect  as 
this  Perwannah,  because  the  tulbanah  made  no  part  of  the  funds  for  their 
revenue,  and  that  on  account  of  the  undue  exaction  of  tulbanah,  which  in 
many  places  had  had  no  bounds,  the  Malgoozars  had  been  overburthened 
and  ruined  with  expense. 

But  as  now  the  ease  and  comfort  of  the  Malgoozars  were  above  all 
thintrs  the  object  of  Government  and  as  the  happiness  of  the  ryots  was 
preferred  by  the  Government  of  the  English  Company  to  every  thing  else, 
therefore  those  Amils  who  should  exert  themselves  the  most  in  the  way 
of  protecting  and  cherishing  the  people  and  in  paying  the  revenue  punctu- 
ally through  their  wise  conduct  as  Amils  and  their  prudent  Amildaree 
administration,  it  was  certain  that  the  confirmation  and  honor  of  every 
such  Amil  would  as  well  here  as  at  the  Capital  of  Calcutta  be  approved 
of,  and  that  means  would  be  taken  for  the  insurance  of  their  welfare. 
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The  Resilient  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  above  Perwannah  to  the  two 
Assistants  on  deputation  at  Chowsa  and  Nerwun  with  a  request  that,  as 
the  issue  of  Dustuks  and  levy  of  Tulbana  had  hitherto  been  the  fruitful 
source  of  much  hardship  to  the  country,  they  would  return  the  Cabooleeuts 
executed  and  take  similar  ones  from  all  the  other  A  mils  where  they  might 
proceed  to  make  the  settlement. 

A  report  on  the  permanent  settlement  of  the  districts  of  the  Benares 
Resident's  report  on  the     Zemindaree  of  which  the  following  is  a  precis,  was 

Permanent  Settlement.  submitted  to  Government  on  the  25th  November 

Vide  also  Appendix  H.         j^gy^  ^^^j  ^^^jj  particulars  of  each  subject  furnished 

in  the  Resident's  proceedings  as  noted  below  in  the  margin  and  given  in  the 

appendix  so  far  as  available. 

It  was  observed  that  this  measure  originated  in  the  instructions  from 
the  Governor  General  in  Council,  dated  the  I7th  of  June  1789,  wherein, 
after  approving  of  the  5  years'  settlement  which  the  Resident,  Mr.  J.  Duncan, 
had  then  recently  made  of  most  of  the  Pergunnahs,  (as  reported  under  date 
the  26th  of  April  1789),  the  instructions  for  the  permg,nent  settlement  of  Be- 
har  were  referred  to  him,  having  for  their  declared  object  the  ascertaining 
and  limiting  the  demand  of  Government,  and  securing  to  its  subjects  in 
perpetuity  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  industry.  The  system 
detailed  iu  those  instructions,  Mr.  Duncan  was  directed  to  endeavour,  after 
procuring  the  Raja's  assent,  to  introduce  into  Benares,  and  although  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  was  aware  of  difficulties  arising  from  the  5 
years'  settlement  he  had  just  before  concluded,  yet  these  did  not  appear  of 
sufficient  magnitude  to  impede  the  plan  of  a  permanent  Jumma. 

Having  received  these  instructions  the  Resident  advised  Government, 
on  the  2nd  October  1789,  of  the  measures  he  had  thereupon  taken,  1st  in 
procuring  the  Raja's  assent  as  desired  by  Government,  and  2ndly,  in  mak- 
ing the  Mofussil  or  interior  settlement  of  each  of  the  districts  already  let 
for  a  term  of  years,  (which  he  had  previously  required  the  Amil's  holding 
the  4  years'  unexpired  leases  to  conclude  for  the  same  period  with  those  en- 
titled to  hold  or  lease  the  several  villages,  subject  to  Resident's  revision  and 
confirmation,  on  the  spot  in  each  Pergunnah  respectively,)  in  such  a  way 
that  after  this  4  years'  Mofussil  settlement  had  been  thus  approved,  it  might, 
if  thought  proper,  be  declared  permanent.  The  Settlement  for  ten  years  in 
those  districts  which  had  not  been  let  for  a  fixed  term,  the  Resident  propos- 
27th  July  1789.  ed  to  effect  more  immediately  under  his  own  direc- 

Vide  Appendix  H.  tion,   upon  nearly  the  same  general  principles  as 

those  fixed  by  Government  for  that  of  Bchar  in  the  manner  already  fully 
specified  in  his  address  of  the  2nd  October  1789. 
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Tlic  general  proposed  outlines  for  the  settlement  of  Benares  for  4  and 
JO  years  having  met  with  the  approbation  of  Government,  the  Governor 
General  in  Council  thereon  more  formally  resolved  "  that  a  settlement  of 
the  Zemindaree  of  Benares  be  made  for  the  period  of  ten  years,  commenc- 
ing with  the  year  1 1 9G  Fuslee  agreeable  to  the 
avik*!'''"'^''  "^^'  ^""^  Kesohitions  of  the  20th  May  and  18th  of  Septem- 
ber of  that  year,"  the  Resident  being  at  the  same 
time  further  instructed  to  report  on  any  parts  of  the  plan  that  might  not 
seem  applicable  to  the  local  circumstances  of  Benares. 

Having  returned  from  the  Picsideny  with  these  instructions,  the  Resi- 

22nd  November  1789.  ^^^^   found  that  in  the  first   district,    {viz.,  tha.t  of 

Vide  Appendix  H.  Jalhoopore),  of  which  he  undertook  the  settlement, 

there  were  not  above  two  Zemindars  of  villages  with  whom  under  the  existing 

Regulations  of  the  11th  of  April  1788,  (which  excluded  from  the  rights  of 

landholders  all  those  who  had  been  dispossessed  before  the  1st  of  July  1775) 

he  could  conclude  a  settlement  as  owners  of  the  lands  they  laid  claim  to. 

30th  June  and  23rd  Novr.     'j'his  difficulty  was  Submitted  to  Government  in 

1789,  (12th  Jany.')  and  1st  "^  ,  .       , 

February  1790.  •  Resident  s  letters  noted  in  the  raargm,  and  he  was 

Vide  AinTeudix^H.  ^^  couscquence  instructed  to  propose  to  the  Raja 

to  re-admit  such  of  the  parties  as  should  be  deemed  proper  objects,  although 
their  dispossession  had  been  previous  to  the  date  above  specified  ;  but  as 
the  Raja's  original  jealousy  of  such  reinstatement  prevented  his  acquiescing 
in  this  recommendation  a  considerable  portion  of  the  ancient  landholders 
of  this  country  had  remained  of  course  out  of  possession,  end  these  lands 
had  from  necessity  been  let  to  farmers,  thereby  occasioning  a  material  defect 
in  and  prejudice  to  the  plan  for  the  permanent  settlement  of  this  part  of  the 
country. 

As  from  the  extent  and  number  of  the  districts  to  be  settled,  it  was 
evident  that  the  Resident  could  not,  in  the  space  of  the  five  months  which 
the  season  afforded,  visit  in  person  every  Pergunnah,  he  determined  with  a 
view  to  expedite  the  object  of  Government  a^  much  as  possible,  to  depute 
his  two  Assistants  to  superintend  and  effect  the  formation  of  the  4  and  10 
years'  Mofussil  settlements,  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  whither  his  own 
circuit  could  not  be  extended. 

The  instructions  under  which  Messrs.  Neave  and  Treves  received 

this  commission  were  recorded  at  length  in  the  proceedings  marked  in  the 

,     ,.ro«  marcrin  and  comprehended  or  bore  reference  among 

20th  November  1789.  *"     o  ^  i      r  u       •        i        i 

Vide  Appendix  H.  othcrsof  loss  cousequence  to  the  foUowmg  heads : — 

In  respect  to  the  4  years'  Mofussil  settlements,  to  examine  into  and 
revise  the  arrangement  of  village  renters,  and  the  assessment  on  each,  as 
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proposed  by  the  Amil  and  Canoongoes  acting  in  pursuance  of  the  previous 
instructions  which  had  been  issued  to  them  for  that  purpose  in  the  month 
of  June  ;  and  to  correct  such  deviations  as  should  appear  to  have  been  un- 
duly made  cither  in  the  exclusion  of  parties  entitled  as  Zemindars  under  the 
limitation  made  by  the  Board's  Regulations  of  the  1st  of  April  178S,  or,  m 
the  over  or  under  allotment  of  Jumma  on  the  constituent  parts  of  the  total 
of  that  of  each  district ;  such  allotment  to  be  regulated  (as  well  in  regard  to 
the  4  as  the  10  years'  settlements),  as  nearly  as  could  be  ascertained,  accord- 
ing to  the  fair  ability  of  the  respective  villages  and  puttees  or  sub-divisions 
of  villages,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  Zemindars  and  farmers  realizing  the  reve- 
nue assessed  in  conformity  to  the  revenue  rates  of  1187  which  were  fixed 
as  the  standard  or  criterion  for  the  collections  throughout  the  country,  as 
Goverment  had  already  been  apprized  of. 

A  further  object  of  these  instructions,  which  was  considered  equally 
obligatory  in  respect  to  the  Resident's  own  part  of  the  proceedings  on  the 
settlement,  was  that  where  a  large  proportion  of  the  land  remained  waste 
and  uncultivated  there  might  be  a  gradual  moderate  increase  for  the  first 
few  years  of  the  period  of  the  general  leases,  in  consideration  of  the  Go- 
vernment's right  to  some  share  of  the  profit  accruing  to  the  renter  by 
bringing  it  into  cultivation,  and  it  was  further  provided  that  the  article 
of  spirituous  liquors  and  the  tax  upon  shopkeepers  and  weavers,  compre- 
hended under  the  denomination  of  Abkaree,  Ghur  Dewary  and  Khergue, 
should  be  separated  from  the  renter's  collections,  and  realized  by  the  Amils 
of  the  respective  districts,  as  far  as  those  articles  separately  existed,  but 
without  seeking  to  establish  or  extend  them. 

This  exclusion  of  these  contingent  articles  from  the  collection  of  the 
Zemindars  and  farmers  was  made  with  a  view  to  ascertain  and  limit  the 
amount  and  thereby  to  prevent  them  from  being  perverted  into  an  inde- 
finite means  of  exaction,  which  from  their  nature  they  so  easily  admitted 
of.  The  Resident  had  also  in  view,  in  this  separation,  the  future  greater 
facility  with  which  these  articles  might,  where  thus  rendered  distinct  from 
the  Mai  or  land  revenue,  be  wholly  or  partially  abolished,  according  to  what 
might  be  afterwards  determined  from  a  due  consideration  of  their  nature 
and  efibcts.  The  Cabooleeuts  taken  from  and  Pottahs  granted  to  the  Ze- 
mindars and  farmers  accordingly  specified  this  alienation  from  the  funds 
assigned  for  their  collections,  and  the  deeds  in  question  further  provided 
that  the  renters  would  make  the  Regulations  of  the  25th  of  June  1788,  for 
restricting  thehr  collections  from  the  ryots  to  and  within   the  rates  of  1187 

20tb  (and  27th*  November  ^"slee,  together  with  those  of  the  1  St  of  July  of  the 
1789.)   ♦  Not  available.  same  year,  for  ascertaining  the  measurement  and 

Vide  Appendix  H.  difference  between  the  old  and  new  Nals  or  rods 
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(which  differences  were  besides  endorsed  on  all  the  new  Pottahs),  the  rules 
of  their  conduct  in  realizing  the  public  revenue,  for  the  due  and  full  pay- 
ment of  which,  their  lands  and  properties  were  expressly  bound  and  rendered 
subject  to  sale  by  auction  in  case  of  failure. 

These  engagements  likewise  stipulated  that  the  renters,  whether 
Zemindars  or  farmers,  should  neither  resume  any  lands  that  were  held  free 
up  to  the  Fuslee  year  1195,  nor  make  any  new  grants  of  this  nature  under 
the  penalties  therein  described  ;  besides  which  they  rendered  themselves  res- 
ponsible for  all  robberies  committed  within  their  respective  limits,  especi- 
ally on  travellers  and  merchants,  in  such  manner  that,  if  unable  to  discover 
and  apprehend  the  thief  or  robber,  they  were  to  pay  the  amount  or  value  of 
the  articles  taken  or  plundered. 

When  these  preliminary  forms  were  adjusted,  the  next  and  most 
material  consideration  was,  how  justly  to  assess  the  rental  on  each  separate 
village  or  larger  sub-division  of  the  different  pergunnahs.  Had  this  as- 
sessment been  made  on  entire  pergunnahs  (as  in  the  instance  of  the  pre- 
ceding year's  settlement  of  Benares,)  the  necessity  of  nice  exactitude  would 
not  have  been  so  urgent,  nor  of  course  the  task  so  delicate  and  difficult, 
because  the  Amil  had  in  the  former  case  a  whole  district  to  raise  the  sti- 
pulated rev6nue  from,  and  thence  possessed  a  degree  of  latitude  which  the 
present  proposed  mode  of  fixing  irrevocably  every  village  Zemindar's  and 
farmer's  jumma  separately  must  henceforth  preclude,  and  so  minute  and 
inconsiderable  were,  for  the  most  part,  the  portion  of  Zemindaree  rights  in 
the  Province  of  Benares  (the  major  part  of  the  jummas  being  under  a 
thousand  rupees,  many  under  five  hundred  and  some  even  down  to  less  tiian 
ten  rupees  annually,)  that  a  very  small  error  in  the  assessment  must  prove 
fatal  and  irremediable,  where  the  means  of  the  contractor  with  Government 
were  so  limited. 

To  provide  against  this  ground  of  embarrassment,  as  far  as  was  pos- 
sible, the  Resident  had  previously  obtained  from  the  Canoongoes  of  the  res- 
pective  pergunnahs  an  account  of  the  assessment  on  all  the  villages  for  the 
last  ten  years,  of  which  accounts,  as  constituting  a  main  ground-work  for 
the  settlement  and  being  otherwise  valuable  for  occasional  reference, 
copies  were  transmitted,  exhibiting  the  tushkhees,  or  amount  assessed  on 
each  village  for  the  successive  years  of  the  period  comprehended  in  them, 
by  which  term  of  tushkhees  was  meant  the  Assil,  exclusive  of  the  Abwab, 
the  latter  having  been  for  the  first  and  last  years  separately  stated  in  two 
distinct  columns  at  the  end  of  these  accounts,  the  general  accuracy  of  which 
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14th  June  22n«l  and  26th    *^®  Resident  hail  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with, 
December  1789,  15th    and    as  Well  fiom  the  soleum  engaffements  under  which 

19th    February     and     12th        ,  ,   ,.  ,  .      °  ,       ,       .        . 

March  1790.  they  were  delivered,  as  frotn  his  having  in  one   in- 

Vide  Appendix  B.  and  H.      stance  Only  been  able  to  trace  any  concealment  to 

have  been  practised  in  them,   as  already   mentioned  in  his  address  of  the 

26th  December  last  on  the  progress  then  made  in  this  settlement. 

Yet  as  great  alterations  had  occurred  in  many  places  since  the  first 
year,  to  which  those  accounts  extended,  the  information  contained  in 
them  required  of  course  to  be  corrected  by  the  local  information  of  the 
Canoongoes  and  A  mils,  corroborated  by  the  consent  of  the  parties  engag- 
ing to  pay  the  new  assessment,  under  which  united  precautious  the  Mofus- 
sil  settlement  had  accordingly  been  made  upon  equitable  principles,  and 
such  as  it  was  hoped  would,  at  the  same  time  that  it  provided  for  the  ren- 
tal due  to  Government,  introduce  and  insure  stability  to  the  tenures  of  such 
of  the  landholders  as  had  thereby  regained  possession,  and  thence  also  pre- 
clude the  principal  temptation,  (to  which  farmers  and  annual  leases  were, 
more  peculiarly  liable),  for  making  undue  exactions  on  the  ryots. 

Government  had  already  been  informed  that  this  desirable  restora- 
tion of  the  village  Zemindars  had,  from  the  Raja's  objection  to  the  measure, 
proved  much  less  general  than  it  might  have  become,  insomuch  that  out 
of  above  5,000  Zemindars  who  existed  in  the  different  districts,  only  about 
3,000  were  yet  in  possession,  the  other  2,000,  or  nearly  that  number,  re- 
maining excluded,  principally  from  having  been  dispossessed  by  Raja  Bul- 
wunt  Sing  previous  to  the  Company's  last  acquisition  of  Benares  in  July 
1775  ;  including  also  under  tliis  de.scription,  those  whose  lands  were  situa- 
ted in  the  Raja's  Jagheers,  who,  if  they  had  occasional  possession,  could  hold 
it  only  precariously  as  farmers. 

The  accounts  of  the  settlement  of  each  pergunnah  had  therefore  been 
sub-divided,  1st  with  Zemindars,  2nd,  with  farmers,  and  3rd,  that  which  re- 
mained Amanee,  or  where,  by  reason  of  there  being  for  such  places  neither 
Zemindars  nor  farmers,  the  Amil  collected  immediately  from  the  ryots. 

The  proportions  which  the  several  parts  of  the  settlement  under 
these  heads  bore  to  each  other  were  with  Zemindars  two  thirds,  with  far- 
mers one  quai-ter,  and  kutcha,  (or  where  the  collections  continued  to  be 
made  directly  from  the  ryots),  one  twelth. 

From  the  preceding  observations  it  would  sufficiently  appear  clear 
that  the  object  of  this  permanent  settlement  could,  as  far  as  regarded  the 
districts  let  in  the  preceding  year  on  5  years'  leases,  be  only  to  fix  the  con- 
tracting Amil's  Mofussil  jumma  during  the  period  of  the  4  years  that  re- 
mained of  it  according  to  the  fair  ability  of  the  several  districts  under  this 
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predicament,  without  however  affecting,  unless  in  the  few  particular  in- 
stances hereafter  enumerated,  the  sudder  jumma,  or  quantum  of  revenue 
which  this  description  of  farming  Amils  had,  by  their  unexpired  engage- 
ments, to  pay  to  Government ;  and  considering  the  light  wherein  such  en- 
gagements for  farming  lands  for  a  term  of  years  were  generally  viewed 
throughout  India,  it  was  certainly  a  su^ciently  serious  encroachment  ou 
the  terms  recently  concluded  with  the  parties  in  question  thus  far  to  inter- 
fere in  their  interior  arrangements,  and  from  farmers  to  limit  and  fix  cer- 
tain bounds  to  their  profits  and  influence,  so  as  to  reduce  them  to  the  level 
of  collectors.  Yet  it  must  be  declared  injustice  to  these  Amils,  who  alto- 
gether farmed  the  major  part  of  the  province,  that  they  most  readily  ac- 
quiesced in  the  disposition  thus  made  by  Government  and  had  all,  in  con- 
sequence, entered  into  the  solemn  engagement,  mentioned  in  Resident's 
address  of  the  2Gth  December,  not  to  exceed  in  their  collections  the  amount 
of  the  ascertained  Mofussil  rental. 

As  the  Sudder  settlements  for  the  preceding  year  HOC  and  the 
four  succeeding  ones  were  necessarily  made  (as  fully  explained  in  Resident's 
letter  of  the  26th  of  April  1789)  on  the  estimates  of  the  Canoongoes  as  to 
the  o-ross  revenue  produce  of  that  year,  and  the  revenue  thereon  fixed  after 
deducting  for  the  charges  of  collections  in  the  manner  specified  in  the 
separate  douls  accompanying  that  report,  the  most  of  which  contained  also 
a  stipulated  increase  for  the  four  following  years,  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  all  these  estimates  would  be  found,  on  trial  by  the  actual  assessment 
of  the  Mofussil  jumma,  to  have  been,  for  this  2nd  year  of  their  leases,  per- 
fectly accurate,  and  accordingly  the  difference  had  turned  out  on  the  whole 
of  the  present  4  years'  Mofussil  Settlements  and  on  the  rest  of  the  coun- 
try as  noticed  below,  it  being  premised  that  the  russud  or  increase  laid  on 
the  5  years'  settlement,  for  its  2nd  year,  or  from  1196  to  1197,  amounted 
to  72,067  Rupees. 

Deficiency  of  estimated  funds  for  the  2nd  year  of  the  5  years'  settle- 
ment, viz. 

1st.  Given  up  in  the  present  permanent  Mofussil 
settlement,  23,799    7    9 

2dly.  Do.  Do.  where  the  five  years* 
Amils  had  not  required  any  proportionate  deduction, 
but  adhered  to  the  engagements,  27,038  11     0 


-c 


Total  of  deficient  funds  in  the  5  years'  Settle- 
ment,         ...        ...        ...  I^upees,        50,838     2     9 
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To  counterbalance  this  error  in  astimatc  there  were  found  surplna 
funds  in  the  lands  of  the  said  5  years'  settlement  to  the  amonnt  of  Rupees, 
74,762-0-9,  which,  however  could  not  be  during  the  existence  of  those  Amil's 
hases  applied  to  the  use  of  Government.  In  the  rest  of  the  country,  which 
was  not  under  any  term  of  lease,  the  ascertained  funds  exceeded  those  of 
last  year,  after  allowing  for  the  deficiencies  in  thes»m  of  Rupees,  625-1 5-S 
which  being  added  to  the  above  surplus  in  the  4  years'  Mehals  made  the 
whole  Rs.  72,388,  from  which  the  aggregate  deficiency  of  50,838-2-9  being 
deducted  left  Rupees  21,549-13-3  of  surplus  Mofussil  funds,  over  and 
above  those  which  had  been  calculated  for  the  settlement  of  1197  (as  fixed 
in  1196)  including  the  increase.  All  this  tended  to- prove  that  the  country 
at  large  had  since  last  year  increased  its  cultivatioi>  and  futtdsy  so  as  to  have 
been  thus  far  fully  equal  to  the  improving  assessment  laid  oat  by  the  5  years* 
settlement,  although  from  the  Sudder  jumma  of  this  2nd  year  (1197)  not 
lying  open  to  Government  in  these  districts  from  having  been  leased  in  1196 
for  5  years,  it  had  become  necessary  to  give  up  Rupees  23,799-7-9,  of  the 
above  Rs.  50,838-2-9  owing  to  this  part  of  the  partial  deficiency  having  fal- 
len too  heavily  on  particular  districts.  Subtracting  from  this  R-s.  23,799-7-9 
the  surplus  of  625-15-3  in  the  Mehals  that  had  in  1196  been  leased  for  only 
one  year,  the  real  ultimate  deductiorj  from  the  settlement  of  the  whole  coun- 
try for  1197,  as  estimated  in  Resident's  letter  of  the  26th  April  1789,  would 
be  Rs.  23,173-8-6,  the  particular  causes  for  which  would  be  noticed  in  the 
following  detail  of  the  separate  settlements  of  all  the  larger  and  smaller 
divisions  of  the  country. 

The  Zemindaree  of  Benares  com^prehended  the  greatest  part  of  the 
four  Circais  of  Benares,  Chunar,  Ghazeepore  and  Jounpore,  and  extended 
also  into  the  two  adjoining  Cirears  of    Allahabad  and  Tirhar. 

In  the  Circar  of  Allahabad  was  situated  only  the  single  Pergnnnah 
of  Budhoee  which  was  held  in  Jagheer  by  the  Raja  upon  condition  ori-i 
ginally  understood,  but  not  now  performed,  of  paying  half  its  revenue  to 
Government,  for  the  moiety  received  into  the  Company's  Treasury  amount 
ed  only  to  Rupees  1,75,659,  whereas  Resident  had  shown  in  his  letter  of 
the  12th  September  1788  that  the  Jumma  of  Budhoee  could  not  be  less 
than  4,12,000  Rs.  However,  on  the  footing  of  the  Raja's  permanent  lease, 
this  surplus  in  his  favor  became  of  only  nominal  consequence,  and  this 
subject  was  here  principally  mentioned  to  account  for  no  Mofussil  settle- 
ment having  been  made  of  this  Pergnnnab,  siilce,  from  its  situation  as  a 
Jagheer  to  the  Raja,  any  interference  with  it  must  have  proved  very  dis- 
agreeable to  him,  and  the  Resident  had  therefore  avoided  affording  any 
plea  of  umbrage  to  him  on  this  head,  although  there  was  reason  to  believe 
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that  some  regulations  for  its  interior  management  might  prove  advantageous 
to  the  inhabitants. 

The  Circar  of  Benares  consisted  of  sundry  Pergunnahs  and  sub- 
divisions, of  which  the  Mofussil  settlement  had  in  a  great  part  been  made, 
or  to  the  extent  of  Rs.  4,36,503-7-0,  leaving  Rs.  2,10,528-13-6  unsettled, 
by  which  term  was  meant,  where  the  Jumma  of  each  village  was  not  sepa- 
rately ascertained  and  fixed  by  Pottah  under  Resident's  signature.  The 
reasons  for  this  omission  would  appear  under  the  following  enumeration  of 
the  districts  comprehended  under  the  unsettled  part. 

Pergunnah  of  Gungapoor, Jumma  Rs.  78,588  10  0 

Talooka  Kerowna, „  65,113  4  9 

Do.      Hurhooa, „  3,501  0  0 

Village  Sheopore,      „  701  0  0 


Sicca  Rupees,     1,47,903  14     9 


These  lands  were  all  held  by  the  Raja's  family  and  immediate 
dependants,  Gungapoor,  as  his  paternal  Zemindaree,  a  Talooka  of  the  same 
Pergunnah,  (held  by  his  grandmother,)  Hurhooa,  and  the  village  Sheopore 
by  his  two  most  confidential  servants  Baboo  Deleep  Singh  and  Goor  Buksh. 
Wherefore  from  nearly  the  same  motives  as  already  expressed  with  regard 
to  the  Jagheer  Pergunnah  of  Budhoee,  the  interior  settlement  of  these 
Mehals  was  allowed  to  rest  with  the  holders,  more  especially  as  the  time  of 
the  Resident  and  his  Assistants  was  sufficiently  occupied  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  general  settlement.  Should  however  Government  think  that  a  ten 
years'  Mofussil  settlement  ought  to  be  made  of  this  part  of  the  country, 
the  Raja  could  hardly  allege  any  solid  objections,  as  these  lands  were  in 
fact  held  on  the  same  revenue  tenure  as  the  rest  of  the  Country  and  not 
in  the  nature  of  free  estate  as  were  his  Jagheers. 

The  other  parts  of  this  Circar  in  which  Resident  had  not  interfered 
in  the  Mofussil  settlement  were 

the  Talooka  of  Lohta,      Rs.  27,632  14  3 

Do.     of  Soory  Kerowt, „  8,042  11  9 

Do.     Chitaypoor,          „  11,395  5  6 

Do.    Jukhnee, „  15,563  15  3 


Total,  Sicca  Rupees,        62,634  14     9 
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It  was  uot  thought  necessary  to  interfere  in  the  settlement  of  these 
Mehals,  because  they  were  thus  far  peculiarly  situated  that  they  were  held 
by  hereditary  Talookdars,  (or  persons  claiming  to  be  such,)  who  uniformly 
paid  their  revenue  with  regularity,  and  managed  these  small  districts  with 
a  tenderness  which  men  naturally  felt  for  what  they  considered  as  their 
own.  Believing  therefore  that  by  interfering  in  the  Mofussil  settlement 
of  these  small  Mehals,  Resident  might,  by  deranging  the  ancient  connec- 
tion between  the  owners  and  their  tenants,  do  more  harm  than  good,  and 
his  time  besides  having  been  sufficiently  absorbed,  he  left  this  small  divi- 
sion of  the  country  as  he  found  it,  at  the  same  Sudder  Jumma  or  rental 
payable  to  Government  as  was  settled  in  the  previous  year. 

The  component  parts  of  the  above  Rs.  2,10,538-13-6  on  account  of 
the  unsettled  part  of  this  Circar  were  of  course  here  stated  as  the  avail- 
able Mofussil  produce,  not  from  actual  ascertainment,  but  from  the  latest 
year  of  the  Canoongoe's  Annual  accounts,  or  for  1197  Fuslee,  except  that 
with  regard  to  the  Talookaof  Jukhnee,  the  real  value  of  which  was  believed 
to  have  been  underrated  about  2,500  Rs.  in  the  above  stated  settlement 
The  causes  of  this  would  appear  from  the  vouchers  of  Resident's  address  of 
the  26th  April  1789. 

The  next  division  of  the  Circar,  comprehending  a  Jumma  to  the 
aforestated  amount  of  Rs.  4,36,503-7-0.  contained  one  Mehal  settled  for  4 
years,  and  nine  for  ten  years,  as  follows  : — 

Jumma.  for  1197 
Talooka  of  Mujehwa  on  a  four  years'  increasing 

lease,       ...        Rs.  57,443    7  0 

Amanut  villages  and  Teekree  on  a  10  years'  in- 
creasing lease,      23,399    7  3 

Pergunnah  of  Atgawan  on  a  10  years'  increasing, 

lease,        46,280    5  0 

Do.                  Bealsee  on,                do.              do.  45,265     0  0 

Talooka  of  Jalhoopore  on,                do.              do.  30,680     5  3 

Do,    of    Kernadaury  on,                do.              do.  12,064     2  0 

Pergunnah  Kuttehur  on,                do.              do.  1,17,329  13  3 

Villages  called  Dehat  Mutfurkat  on,               do.  10,615  10  0 

Pergunnah  of  Pundra  on,              do.              do.  48,01 2    8  3 

Do.           of  Sheopore  on,              do.              do.  45,412  13  0 


Total,  Sicca  Rupees,      4,36,500     1     0 
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On  the  settlement  of  these  Mchals  the  following  observations  were 
submitted. 


Mujehwa 57,443     7    0 

This  talooka,  whicli  belougeil  to  Pliilwau  Singh  and  his  brother,  was 
settled  last  year  on  a  few  years  lease,  but  unfortunately  at  so  high  a 
Jumma  (which  the  Resident  was  induced  to  exact  from  a  view  to  what 
appeared  stated  as  the  former  Jumma  in  the  old  accounts  as  referred  to  in 
his  address  of  the  26th  April  1 789,)  that  the  talookdars  were  obliged  to 
mortgage  their  lands  to  Baboo  Ousan  Singh,  and,  although  they  had  since 
redeemed  their  talooka,  yet,  as  on  the  Mofussil  permanent  settlement  made 
this  year  under  the  inspection  of  Mr.  Treves,  the  entire  Mofussil  funds 
only  amounted  to  56,938-8-0,  which  could  not  admit  of  a  payment  to  Gov- 
ernment of  55,571-7-9,  that  in  the  five  years'  lease  was  the  stipulated  sum 
for  the  second  year  of  it.  Resident  therefore  agreed  to  cancel  the  remain- 
ing four  years  of  the  lease  and  to  substitute  another  for  the  same  period 

aly.  t  1  i^on  t^iuiiT    u     founded  on  the  ascertained  funds  on  the  Mofussil 
4th  July  1/89, 17th  March, 

25 tb  April,  13th  May  1790.  settlement,  with  this  difference,  however,  against 
(The  last  two  not  avaUable.)  ^^^^^  talookdars,  that  as  they  had  been  allowed 
1,500  Rupees  less  annually  than  the  10  per  cent,  granted  in  general  to  all 
the  other  renters  during  the  4  years,  a  gradual  increase  was  to  be  received 
jfrom  the  talooka,  so  as  to  raise  its  Jumma  to  Rupees  59,509-8-6,  which 
was  perhaps  as  much  as  should  ever  be  realized  from  it. 

Amanut  villages  and  Teekree,        Rs.     23.399     7     3 

This  Mehal  consisted  of  a  number  of  villages  and  ground  situated 
within  and  around  the  city  of  Benares.  Its  collections,  till  within  these 
two  years  past,  were  made  by  an  Officer  called  Ameen  (whence  the  above 
denomination),  who  was  also  collector  of  the  customs  at  Benares,  and  pos-. 
sessed  a  very  undefined  though  ancient  authority  in  many  other  respects  over 
the  police  of  the  city.  With  a  view  to  simplify  and  limit  tlie  duties  of 
his  station,  as  also  to  save  expense,  the  greatest  part  of  these  collections 
was  placed  under  the  Canoongoe,  and  the  Talooka  of  Teekree  under  Baboo 
Ramkishen,  by  which  means  a  considerable  saving  was  last  year  effected. 
To  gratify  the  Raja,  the  collectorship  of  that  portion  of  these  villages,  after 
the  settlement  was  made  in  1197,  was  conferred  on  his  agents,  the  charge 
of  which  had  been  transferred  to  the  Canoongoe  in  the  preceding  year  ; 
and  Ramkishen,  having  lately  been  dismissed  for  misconduct,  bis  part  of 
12th  Ausrust  1790.  this   Mehal  had  not  been  disposed  of,  but  the  vil- 

'  Vide  Appendix  H.  lage  pottah-holders  left  to  pay  their  own  revenue 

Into  the  Treasury,  which  would  prove  so  far  a  saving  to  the  public. 
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The  jnmma  of  this  district  was  settled  at  much  the  same  as  it  has 
always  stood  at  and  without  any  increase,  there  having  been  no  land  left 
to  cultivate.  The  danger  indeed  in  this  Mehal  was  of  a  constant  diminu- 
tion from  a  custom  that,  as  the  town  extended  by  buildings  being  erected 
on  the  revenue  lands,  the  former  rent  thereof  became  often  lost  to  Go^ 
vernment,  such  exemption  having  been  ordinarily,  or  at  least  in  former 
times,  bought  from  the  Raja,  by  a  consideration  of  one  fourth  of  the  mo- 
ney paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  ground  to  the  original  village  Zemindar, 
who  though  for  the  most  part  dispossessed  and  degraded  by  the  Raja, 
continued  nevertheless  to  enjoy  in  the  public  opinion  this  inherent  pri- 
vilege of  sale  and  transfer  ;  nor  were  the  Rajas  of  Bulwunt  Sing's  family 
ever  deemed  competent  to  convey  a  Beegah  of  ground  beyond  their  owa 
paternal  Zeraindaree,  a  circumstance  not  immaterial  to  be  noticed  inan 
address  like  the  present,  as  it  tended  to  throw  light  on  and  to  ascertain 

7th   Februnry    1790,   9th      ^''^    "^^"'■^    ^^  *^^^^  "°^*^    ^^  ^^j^^  '    seeming    tO 

March  and  12th  August.  show  that  in  such  ciapacity  they  were  no  more  than 

Vide  Appendix  H.  ^I^g  permanent  local  power  of  Government,  with- 

out  being  the  proprietors  of  the  soil,  which  their  assunfption  of  the  equi- 
vocal name  of  Zemindars  as  well  as  Rajas  might  lead  many  to  imagine 

But  to  return  from  this  digression,  it  might  be  next  remarked  that  a, 
part  of  the  ground  on  which  the  city  of  Benares  is  situated  was  still  sub- 
ject to  a  land  tax  of  about  1,300  Rs;  per  annum,  collected  under  the' de- 
nomination of  purjote,  being  probably  because  it  had  paid  no  jote,  or  parfc 
of  the  purchase  money,  to  the  Raja  at  the  time  of  its  alienation.  This 
sum  of  purjote  was  therefore  equivalent  to  the  collection  known  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  country  under  the  denominations  of  Khaneh  Shoomaree  and 
Ghurdewaree :  of  the  revenue  collected  under  which  heads  mention  would 
subsequently  be  made. 

To  put  a  stop  to  the  abuses  which,  soon  after  his  arrival  at  Benares, 
the  Resident  found  to  prevail  in  regard  to  these  purchases,  real  or  pretended, 
of  revenue  land  from  the  old  Zemindars,  he  directed  the  Cazee  of  the  city 
not  to  authenticate  any  more  deeds  of  conveyance  without  Resident's  pre- 
vious sanction,  which  had  of  course  had  the  effect  of  preventing  fraudulent 
transfers.  At  the  same  time  too  severe  a  use  of  this  control  had  not  been' 
made  so  as  to  prevent  the  proper  enlargement  of  the  city,  (which  had  accord- 
ingly very  considerably  extended  its  bounds  within  these  few  years),  in  com-- 
parison  with  the  benefits  arising  from  which  to  Government,  the  loss  of  a 
fev>r  hundred  rupees  could  be  no  object. 

Atgawan,  Rs.  46,280     5     0 

The  Mofussil  funds  of  this  Pergunnah  having  been  ascertained  with 
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peculiar  care  were  found  not  by  3,554  Rs.  equal  to  the  estimate  of  its  Jura- 
ma  on  a  one  year's  lease  for  the  preceding  year,  which  ascertainment  was 
further  corroborated  by  the  Amil  of  1196  having  actually  lost  by  bis  con- 
cern for  that  year,  in  consideration  whereof  he  had  been  continued  as  Col- 
lector under  the  permanent  settlement ;  during  which  there  was  no  doubt 
of  the  growing  prosperity  of  this  Pergunnah  or  of  the  happiness  of  its  in- 
habitants. 

Bealsee Rs.  45,265     0    0 

The  10  years' settlement  of  this  Pergunnah  had  been  made  upon 
terms  fully  as  advantageous  to  Government  as  it  appeared  to  have  ever 
yielded.  On  this  occasion  Resident  began  a  reform,  which  be  wished  to 
make  general  throughout  the  country,  by  ordering  the  pensions  therein 
chargeable  on  the  revenue  to  be  transferred  to  and  made  payable  from  the 
public  treasury  ;  a  regulation  which  must,  it  was  thought,  tend  equally  to 
the  ultimate  advantage  of  the  Pensioners  and  of  Government,  by  securing 
to  the  former  the  regular  receipt  of  their  allowances,  and  by  subjecting 
the  latter  only  to  the  burthen  of  real  claims,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
receivers  became  sensible  that  they  owed  to  the  bounty  of  Government 
what  from  long  habit  and  Mofussil  payments  they  were  apt  to  believe 
themselves  solely  indebted  for  to  the  Amils. 

In  regard  to  this  Pergunnah,  Resident  projected  also  another  reform 
in  substituting  for  a  responsible  collecting  Amil,  an  irreponsible  collector, 
thinking  thereby  to  effect  a  saving  in  the  charges  of  collection,  and  depend- 
ing on  the  solidity  of  the  Mofussil  settlement  for  the  prevention  of  any  de- 
ficiency in  the  collections  ;  but  it  was  soon  perceived  that  the  allowances 
and  contingencies  of  the  new  Collector  would  equal,  or  prove  at  least  so 
nearly  equivalent  to  the  settled  Amil's  allowances  of  Dehyek  or  10  per  cent, 
that,  as  well  in  this  as  in  some  other  instances  where  similar  experiments 
•were  made,  Resident  became  convinced  that  the  best  and  true  economy  for 
Government  was  to  maintain  in  every  pergunnah  respectable  collecting  Amils, 
who  partly  for  the  consideration  of  the  Dehyek,  and  many  at  least  in  this 
country,  from  motives  of  ambition  to  hold  the  station,  were  in  general 
regular  to  a  day  in  the  payments  of  the  successive  kists  or  instalments  of 
the  revenue,  without  requiring  other  remuneration  than  the  settled  centage 
as  aforesaid  for  any  trifling  outstanding  balances  that  might  remain  in  the 
Mofussil  at  the  time  of  their  closing  their  annual  accounts  with  Govern- 
ment. 

On  this  subject  a  better  place  could  not  perhaps  be  found  to  intro- 
duce the  mention  of  a  proposal  or  suggestion  made  to  the  Resident  by  the 
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Raja  to  withdraw  all  the  Arails,  as  considering  the  Mofussil  settlement  to 
have  superseded  the  use  of  them.     But  without  entering  into  what  might 
have  been  the  Raja's  real  motives  for  such  a  suggestion,  it  need  hardly  be 
observed  that  the  Resident  declined  availing  himself  of  it,  being  firmly  of 
opinion  that  exclusive  of  the  imminent  risk  of  loss  to  the  Company  which 
must  have  attended  such  a  measure,  it  would  have  proved  an  act  of  posi- 
tive injustice  to  the  renters,  and  the  surest  means  of  the  speedy  dissolu- 
tion of  the  settlement  and  of  the  dispossession  of  all  the  newly  reinstated 
Zemindars  and  renters.     For  although   Resident's  opinion  was  favorable 
enough  to  the  inhabitants  of  Benares  in  geoeial,  yet  the  great  body  of  petty 
landholdei-s  were  by  no  means  arrived  at  such  a  state  of  sober  conduct 
and  reflection  as  to  be  left  entirely  to  their  own  guidance.     They  were  yet 
like  novices  in  training,  and  though  they  might  be  gradually  entrusted  to 
pay  their  own  revenue  immediately  into  the  Treasury,  that  privilege  had  hi- 
therto been  restricted  to  those  who  might  from  time  to  time  be  able  to  es- 
tablish any  just  grounds  of  complaint  for  excessive  exactions  or  otherwise 
against  their  respective  Amils. 

Talooka  of  Jalhoopoor, Rs.  30,680     5     3 

It  had  already  been  mentioned  how  all  the  Zemindars  of  this  dis- 
trict excepting  two  had  been  dispossessed  for  so  long  a  period,  as  to  be  in- 
capable of  being  reinstated  under  the  regulation  of  the  11th  of  April  1788  ; 
and  the  Raja  having  refused  to  consent  to  an  extension  of  the  limitation 
of  that  order,  (as  already  reported  in  Resident's  letter  of  the  1st  February 
1790),  it  was  of  course  all  farmed  with  the  exception  of  the  two  instances 
before  mentioned. 

In  the  district  the  revenue  had  suffered  so  much  by  the  effects  of 
the  scarcity  or  famine  which  happened  in  the  year  1783-84,  that  to  enable 
the  Amil  to  raise  the  revenue  subsequently  assessed  on  it,  he  was  oblio-ed 
to  lay  on  an  additional  tax  of  two  annas ;  and  these  being  of  course  so 
much  above  the  rates  of  1 187  Fuslee,  which  by  the  regulations  of  the  2.5th 
of  June  1788  were  ordained  to  be  the  standard  for  the  ryots'  payments 
throughout  the  country,  the  cultivators  of  Jalhoopoor  claimed  thereon  to 
have  these  two  annas  struck  out  of  their  rental,  in  consequence  of  which  a 
2nd  March  1790.  compromise  was  made  to  their  satisfaction,  where- 

Vide  Appendix  H.  by  one  half  was  given  up  and  the  other  incorpora- 

ted with  the  Mai  part  of  their  revenue. 

On  enquiring  into  this  subject,  it  appeared  that  although  the  rates 
were  thus  higher,  the  aggregate  of  the  Jumma  of  Jalhoopoor  was  less  than  in 
1187,  to  explain  which,  it  was  proper  to  observe,  that  the  same  ground  in 
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this  country  paid  different  rates  according  to  its  occupants  ;  as  for  instance 
the  Brahmins  paid  least  of  all,  the  Rajpoots  somewhat  more,  whilst  the 
most  industrious  classes  of  the  Ryots  called  Koonboea,  Kachies  and  Kuyrees, 
who  cultivated  the  most  valuable  articles  of  produce,  paid  the  highest  rates 
per  Beegah.  And  as  from  these  latter  being  of  the  lower  order  of  castes 
they  were  least  regarded  and  most  helpless  in  times  of  general  calamity,  it 
unfortunately  happened  that  during  the  famine  aforesaid  a  great  propor- 
tion of  them  were  in  this  district,  as  well  as  in  others  supplanted  by  Brah- 
mins, which  had  the  immediate  and  unavoidable  effect  of  sinking  the  reve- 
nue in  the  manner  above  explained, — a  circumstance,  which  in  its  general 
operation  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  througliout  the  country,  might  serve 
in  part  to  account  for  the  revenue  being  in  general  less  than  it  was  in 
Cheyt  Sing's  time  in  districts  even  where  tlie  appearance  of  cultivation  was 
xis  great  or  greater  than  at  that  period.  And  it  was  accordingly  to  this 
unfavorable  mutation  among  the  cultivators  and  to  the  additions  made  to 
the  free  lands  during  the  degree  of  anarchy  that  prevailed  under  the  succes- 
sive Naij^s,  together  with  the  diminution  of  cultivation  occasioned  during 
the  same  period,  partly  by  the  calamity  of  the  season  and  partly  from  there 
having  been  no  effectual  control  to  check  the  undue  exactions  of  the  Amils, 
that  might  be  fairly  attributed  the  rapid  declension  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  revenue  funds  of  this  country. 

Talooka  of  Kernedamy, l2,OG4i     2     0 

The  settlement  of  this  talooka,  (which  formed  part  of  the  original 
Pergunnah  of  Gungapore,)  for  the  Fuslee  year  11 96,  would  show  the  re- 
duced state  into  which  it  had  at  that  period  fallen,  and  the  difficulty  with 
which  the  farmer  was  prevailed  upon  to  consent  to  what  he  represented  to 
be  the  high  terms  of  the  five  years'  settlement  then  stipulated.  He  accord- 
ingly could  not  hold  it  beyond  the  first  year,  and  a  satisfactory  Mofussil 
settlement  having  now  l>een  made  with  the  village  Zemindars,  as  fur  as  the 
periods  of  their  dispossession  admitted  of  reinstatement,  and  with  farmers 
for  the  rest  on  10  years'  leases,  the  collection  thereof  had  at  the  Raja's  re- 
quest been  committed  to  him  as  adjoining  closely  to  his  own  hereditary 
part  of  the  Pergunnah,  and  he  agreeing  to  charge  nothing  for  the  expense 
of  collection  ;  by  all  which  means  a  very  favorable  and  solid  adjustment 
of  the  revenues  of  this  small  district  had  taken  place,  and  during  the 
course  of  the  10  years'  lease,  the  payments  to  Government  would  equal 
what  they  ever  amounted  to. 

Pergunnah  Kuttehur, 1,17,329  13     3 

„  Sheopore,     4-5,412  13     0 
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There  was  little  to  remark  on  these  districts,  except  that  their  decen- 
nial settlements  had  been  made  with  the  greatest  care  under  a  competition 
between  the  Raja's  agents  and  Baboo  Juggut  Sing  the  Amil,  the  former 
wishing  to  prove  their  value  to  be  greater  than  the  latter  admitted  of  or 
than  appeared  by  the  result  of  a  very  minute  scrutiny  made  in  conse- 
quence of  this  altercation  between  the  parties.  These  districts  were  in  high 
order,  and  at  their  full  Jumma,  and  a  very  favorable  opinion  had  been 
entertained  of  their  Amil,  who,  in  being  an  object  of  jealousy  to  the  Raja, 
shared  only  the  common  fate  of  all  his  relations. 

Bishen  Sing,  an  invalid  officer,  who  was  disabled  in  the  massacre 
at  Shewalla,  having  ever  since  been  allowed  an  immunity  of  about  300 
Rs.  per  annum  from  a  small  farm  which  he  held  in  these  districts,  it  has 
been  continued  to  him. 

Villages  called  Dehat  Mutfurkat, 10,615  10     0 

Perguunah  Pundra,  48,012     8     3 

The  settlement  of  the  Pergunnah  of  Pundra  and  of  the  Dehat  Mut- 
furkat had  been  well  made,  and  to  an  amount  fully  equal  to  their  ordinary 
jumma  ;  the  cause  of  that  of  the  Dehat  Mutfurkat  appearing  somewhat 
less  than  in  the  Doul  of  last  years'  settlement,  having  been  that  one  of  its 
villages  called  Jurkhore  was  situated  in  the  Circar  of  Chunar,  whence  its 
jumma  stood  in  the  general  account  of  the  settlement  under  that  division. 
This  pergunnah  of  Pundra  and  the  collection  of  villages  called  Dehat  Mut- 
furkat had  long  been  annexed  as  to  their  revenue  to  the  Pargunnah  of 
1  i^T    r'  u         ciu  tr     u     Bhoileo  in  the  last  mentioned  Circar,  but  on  the 

l4th   Febuary,  5th  March 

1790.  occasion  of  the  present   settlement,  three  of  them 

Vide  Appendix  H.  ^i^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^l^g  Raja's  request  annexed  as  to  their 

collection  to  the  Raj  as  Pergunnah  of  Kuswar,  otherwise  called  Gungapore. 

The  above  Mehals  being  all  those  of  the  Circar  of  Benares,  the 
Circar  of  Chunar  was  next  dwelt  upon,  in  which  there  was  only  one  tu- 
looka  left  unsettled,  viz., 

Talooka  Moosaypoor.  3,988     4     0 

This  talooka  was  in  1196  leased  to  Shunker  Pundit  for  a  period  oi 
l^ve  years,  on  a  jumma  rather  exceeding  in  proportion  its  Mofussil  funds, 
and  having  since  been  proved  in  the  Moolky  Adawlut  (wherein  all  such 
claims  were  decided)  to  have  been  the  Zemindaree  right  of  Enayet  AshrufF, 
Shunker  Rmdit  agreed  to  relinquish  his  lease,  and  a  decennial  settlement 
was  made  with  the  proprietor ;  and  the  property  being  small  and  heredi- 
tary it  was  not  thought  necctisary  to  inteifere  in  its  Mofussil  settlement. 
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The  other  parts  of  this  Circar  were  divided  nearly  in  equal  propor- 
tions into  four  and  ten  years'  Mofussil  settlements,  there  being  nine  Per- 
gunnahs  of  each  description,  some  account  of  which  is  given  below  beginning 
with  those  for  four  years,  this  term  being  (as  already  noticed  in  reference 
to  the  Sadder  or  Pergunnah  leases  concluded  the  preceding  year,)  for  a  pe- 
riod of  five  years. 

Perguunah  Ahrowrah.       ...         ...         ...         ...         14,252     4     3 

This  pergunnah  was  formerly  much  more  productive  when  under  its 
native  Zemindar  Mullik  Furrukh,  slain  by  Bulwunt  Singh,  since  which  the 
Pergunnah  remained  annexed  to  the  Benares  Zemindaree.  A  great  part  of 
it  was  interpersed  with  unproductive  hills  and  the  most  extensive  jungle  in 
the  whole  country,  said  to  have  been  artificially  reared»and  kept  up  as  a 
surrounding  covert  to  the  fortress  of  Luteefghur.  The  riches  therefore 
for  which  Mullik  Furrukh  was  famed  could  not  have  been  derived  from  the 
product  of  the  soil,  but  must  principally  have  arisen  from  his  districts  hav- 
ing at  that  time  been  the  channel  of  the  Deccan  commerce  to  the  Ganges 
an  advantage  it  no  longer  enjoyed  since  the  establishment  of  the  mart  at 
Mirzapore.  In  all  other  respects  Ahrowrah  was  believed  to  be  as  favorably 
situated,  with  a  moderate  jumma  and  a  conscientious  Amil,  as  its  local 
circumstances  would  admit. 

Pergunnah  of  Bhudwul  or  Bhurwul 30,225     1     0 

This  pergunnah  was  occupied  by  a  number  of  Zemindars  of  the 
23rd  February  1790.  Rajpoot  tribe,  descended  from  one  common   stock 

Vide  Appendix  H.  the  principal   amongst   whom  was  also  the  Amil. 

The  district  was  in  good  order,  and  the  settlement,  as  made  by  Mr.  Treves 

a  solid  one. 

Pergunnah  Bhugwul,        29,481   15     3 

28th  Febniarv  1790  There  were  no  circumstances  relative  to  this 

Vide  Appendix  H.  pergunnah  that  required  remark,  unless  it  was  that 

it  had  an  excellent  Amil. 

Pergunnah  of  Dhoos, 26,804    7     6 

This  pergunnah,  in  which  there  was  much  waste  land,  was  let  for 
1196  at  a  jumma  higher  than  the  Amil  could  collect,  in  consideration 
whereof  his  lease,  which  was  only  for  one  year,  was  extended  to  five,  with 
a  deduction  of  about  2000  Rs.  and  the  Mofussil  settlement  for  the  4  years 
that  remained  to  elapse  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Treves,  in  a  manner  that 
would  enable  the  Amil  to  continue  to  hold  it  and  to  pay  the  Sudder  reve- 
4th  July  1789, 25th  Febru-     nue,  and  at  the  sametime  the  greatest  part  of  the 

»ry  1790.  . 

Vide  Appendix  H.  10,000  beegahs  of  waste  land  estimated  to  be  con- 

tained in  this  pergunnah  might  be  gradually  brought  into  cultivation. 


SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF   BENARES.  171 

Pergunnab  of  Bureh,        42,482     7     6 

Do.  Mehayeh, 61,495    0    0 

These  pergunnahs  were  under  a  very  good  Amil,  and  nearly  in  the 
highest  possible  state  of  cultivation  as  reported  by  Mr.  Treves,  who  made 
the  Mofussil  settlement. 

Some  of  the  Zemindars  preferred  a  proposal  to  the  Resident  to  be- 
come answerable  for  the  payment  of  the  revenue  of  these  districts  for  an 
allowance  of  5  per  cent,  instead  of  the  10  received  by  the  Amil,  but  having 
no  reason  to  place  confidence  in  this  proposal,  which  appeared  to  proceed  from 
a  temporary  disgust  at  the  present  collector,  Resident  declined  to  avail  him- 
self of  their  tender,  nor  was  it  conceived  that  Government  would  ever  find 
it  their  true  interest  to  avail  themselves  of  such  specious  offers. 


14th  February  1790.  (     Mowye,  ...  19,356      9      0 

Vide  Appenciix  H.  Tergunnali  ot  "i     j^ioij^aree,  ...         19,787  13     0 


There  was  very  little  waste  land  in  these  pergunnahs  which   were 
under  an  Amil  and  in  a  prosperous  state. 

Pergunnah  of  Nerwun, 55,700     6    0 

The  peace  of  this  pergunnah  had  long  been  greatly  disturbed  by  two 
of  its  village  Zemindars  called  Door  and  Buggut  Sing,  who,  with  a  view  to 
levy  contributions  on  the  Amil  or  to  render  him  a  cypher,  whilst  their  in- 
fluence alone  should   prevail  through  the  district,  had  during  the  past  three 
years  made  use  of  every  machination  to  distress  him,  with  occasional  threats 
of  using  open  force  to  expel  him  from  the  pergunnah,  if  he  did  not  submit 
to  their  terms.  On  account  of  this  disorderly  behaviour,  and  for  their  balance, 
they  were  apprehended  and  sent  in  confinement  to  the  Adawlut  at  Benares. 
Buggut  Singh  died  of  fever  and  Door  Sing  was  permitted  to  return  into 
the  pergunnah  on  promise  of  future  peaceable  behaviour.     These   disturb- 
ances produced  unfavorable  effects  on  the  four  years'  Mofussil  settlement, 
which  seemed  also  to  have  been  assessed  with  too  heavy  an  Annual  increase, 
yet  on  Mr.  Treves'  assurance  from  the  spot  that  the  engagements  of  the 
village  Zemindars  and  farmers  were  voluntary,  and  on  consideration  also  of 
the  general  evils  that  might,  in  point  of  precedent,  result  from  any  conclu- 
ded settlements  being  revised  and  diminished  by  encouraging  pleas  to  be 
set  up  in  other   cases.   Resident  acquiesced  in  the  dispositions  that  had 
been  made.     Towards  the  end  of  the  year  several  of  the  pottah  holders,  exci- 
ted perhaps  by  Door  and  Buggut  Sing's  adverse  interest,  came  up  to  com- 
plain of  their  engagements  being  too  heavy  for  them  to  perform,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  some  alterations  have  taken  place,  without  however  having 
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occasioned  any  diminution  in  the  8tipulate<J  four  years'  jumma,  whict,  it  was 
27th  and   28th  January,     hoped,  might  coutinue  to  be  avoided  especially  as 

6tM0th  and  16th  February      ^^^^    ^^^^^    j^^^f  ^^  ^^^   pergunuah    was    falloW  Of 

(Thetwofiretnotavailable.)  waste  at  the  time  of  the  settlement ;  and  as  most 
of  it  was  capable  of  cultivation,  it  seemed  not  impossible  that,  through  the 
Amil's  and  renter's  exertions,  the  improvement  in  this  respect  might  in  so 
wide  a  field,  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  jumma,  to  effect  which  every 
attention  would  be  bestowed,  though  it  was  certainly  a  place  about  which 
Resident  could  not  be  without  apprehensions,  as  would  be  hereafter  noticed 
further. 

Tlie  remaining  pergunnahs  of  this  Circar  have  all  been  settled  upon 
10  years'  Mofussil  leases,  under  the  circumstances  specified  in  the  following 
alphabetical  enumeratiou  of  the  nine  districts  in  question. 

1st  Pergunnah  of  Agowree  Budhur  or  Burhur 
Agowree, 53,251  13     6 

The  Zemindaree  of  this  Pergunnah  (which  comprehended   also,  as  a 
dependency,  a  tributary  claim  over  the  extensive  but  wild  and  unproductive 
country  of  Singrowlee,)  was  held  as  a  separate  and  distinct  Zemindaree  by 
Raja  Adil  Sah,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  Mr.  Hastings,  of  the  nature  of 
which  Goverumeot  had  already  been  fully  apprized.     The  Resident's  report 
of  the  last  years'  settlement  noticed  the  apprehensions  then  entertained  of 
having  overrated  its  settlement,  and  the  difficulty  with  vhich  it  w:\s  realiz- 
ed corroborted  aud  strengthened  them,  till  on  Resident's  arrival  in  the  per- 
gunnah, the  truth  of  them  was  fully  evinced  by  ocular   demonstration,  for 
fully  half  the  country  capable  of  cultivation,  though  perhaps  hardly  ever  all 
cultivated,  seemed  fallow,  independent  of  the  great  space  taken  up  by  the 
hills  and  rocks  with  which  this  wild  tract  was  plentifully  repleui.shed.   On  ex- 
amining into  the  Mofussil  accounts  of  this  pergunnah  it  appeared  that  af- 
ter deducting  the  sayer  and  Canoongoe's  Nankar,  (articles  now  abolislied  or 
alienated  from  the  funds  of  the  public  revenue),  the  average  result  of  the 
10  years'   preceding   produce  did  not  exceed  Rs.  58,601  from  which  was  to 
he  deducted  4,000  Rs.  for  the  Raja's  raalikana  (mortgaged  for  the  payment 
of  his  debts  to  Sheolal  Dobeh),   leaving  only  about  54,000  Rs.  average  re- 
venue funds  for  a  rental  to  Government  to  be  a.ssessed  from.     Accordingly 
Rs.  55,570  was  the  gross  amount  of  the  Mofussil  assessment  or  tushkees  in 
11 90,  of  which  only  51,683   was   realized,  so  that  to  pay  the  Government 
j.iivnma  of  that  year,  amounting  to  48,001  Rs.,  and  to  defray  tha  charges  of 
collection,  this  Ri»ja  was   obliged  to  have   recourse  to  other  resources.     Oa 
the  whole,  therefore.  Resident  was  fully  convinced  of  the  expendiency  of 
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4th  July  1789,  23ra  and  regulating  the  future  revenue  to  be  paid  by  tie 

25th  March,  3rd  and  22nd  Raja   according   to   what   should   prove  to  be  the 

April  1790.  ascertained  funds   of   his  country,   the   Mofussil 

ide    ppencix  Jumma  of  which  for  1197   amounted,   inclusive  of 

(The  two  laat  not  avail- 
able.) the  aforesaid  malikana,  to  Rs.  53,251-13-6    (being 

within  3,188  Rs.  the  amount  of  its  jumma  in  1187,  the  la.st  year  of  Cheyt 

Sing's   management),   from    which   deducting   4,001  Rs.  for  his   Malikana 

Jagheer  and  Rs.  3,056-1-6  for  the  first  years'  charges  of  collection,  together 

with  Rs.  1,194-12-0  for  the  Canoongoe's  Nankar,  there  remained  Rs  4,500, 

being  just  10,000  Rs.  less  than  the  former  year's  exaggerated   estimation 

of  the  realizable  jumma  for  1197,  which  deficiency   was   however  made  up 

to  within  about  1,300  by  the  10th  year  of  the  lease. 

Yet  on  this  account  and  in  consideration  that  4,000  Rupees  of  the 
revenue  funds  of  the  country  bad  thus  become  alienated  and  mortgaged 
from  the  use  of  Government  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  Resident's  letters 
of  the  26th  of  April  and  2ad  October  1789,  the  allowance  to  Raja  Adil 
Sah  was  restricted  as  above  mentioned  for  charges  of  collection  for  the  first 
year,  and  for  the  next  four  of  the  ten  years  (which  period  must  be  allowed  for 
the  produce  of  the  Jagheer  to  pay  off  the  debt)  to  4,000  Rupees  per  annum, 
after  which  for  the  last  five  years,  the  Malikana  being  resumed  and  added 
to  the  revenue,  he  was  to  be  allowed  the  full  Dehyek  or  10  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  in  common  with  other  Amils. 

In  this  pergunnah  and  the  adjoining  one  of  Bijehghur  the  cultivators 
or  the  ploughmen  and  the  laborers  were  all  of  that  class  called  Loks,  that 
is,  bondsmen  or  slaves,  liable  to  be  sold  as  other  slaves,  and  with  seemingly 
this  single  distinction  in  their  favor  that  their  castes  were  not  affected  by 
their  bondage.  Resident  was  at  some  pains  to  collect  information  concern- 
ing this  servile  race  of  men,  but  he  was  unable  to  devise  any  means  by 
which  their  situation  could  be  meleorated  consistently  with  the  state  of  that 
countr}',  which  but  for  them  would  probably  from  its  unhealthiness  and  ste- 
rility be  almost  entirely  deserted. 

Pergunnah  of  Bijehghur, 1,196     9     0 

This  small  pergunnah  was  in  as  thriving  a  state  as  the  nature  of  its 
soil,  its  hills  and  jungles  would  admit  of,  and  its  present  jumma  rather  ex- 
ceeded even  this  amount  during  the  time  of  Raja  Cheyt  Sing.  There  were 
in  this  pergunnah  a  class  of  people  called  Bonwariahs,  who  lived  entirely 
in  the  hills  and  continued  in  an  exceedingly  wild  and  uncivilized  state,  in- 
somuch that  they  did  not  attend  to  make  their  settlement ;  and  as  there 
would  have  been  no  compelling  them  without  bloodshed,  and  as  Resident 
could  not  stay  long  enough  in  their  vicinity  to  prevail  on  their  good  will  to 
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come  and  visit  him,  their  part  of  the  settlement  was  accordingly  made  through 
the  Amil,  who  was  also  a  pensioner  of  Government  as  mentioned  in  Reai- 
sident's  address  of  the  16th  February  1788,  in  which,  through  misinforma- 
tion, Abdhoo  Sing  was  represented  as  the  son  of  Raja  Duljeet  Sing,  to 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  on  his  settlement  of  Benares  assigned,  or  meant  to 
assign,  a  Malikana  on  his  ancient  Zemindaree  of  Bijehghur,  on  the  same 
principles  as  those  he  conferred,  and  which  were  now  more  or  less  enjoyed 
by  the  several  grantees,  with  the  single  exception  of  this  Duljeet  and  his 
representatives,  the  causes  of  which,  joined  to  a  claim  preferred  by  Raja 
Mehipnarain  to  the  hereditary  Zemindaree  of  Bijehghur,  were  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  Board's  consideration. 

Raja  Mehipnarain's  claim  was  founded  on  a  purchase  of  the  Fort 
and  Pergunnah  by  his  grandfather.  Raja  Bulwunt  Sing,  about  37  years 
previously  from  the  aforesaid  Duljeet  Sing,  then  Raja  thereof,  which  claim 
was  so  far  accurately  stated,  that  Bulwunt  Sing  did,  partly  by  force  and 
partly  by  negociation,  wrest  this  fortress  from  Duljeet,  taking  a  bill  of  sale 
for  that  and  the  pergunnah  on  a  stipulated  price  of  70,000  Rs.  of  which 
however  he  was  said  to  have  paid  only  30,000,  besides  soon  after  depriving 
the  conquered  Raja  of  the  few  remaining  villages,  originally  assigned  for 
bis  support.  The  bill  of  sale  was  not  now  forthcoming,  having  been  (as 
pleaded  by  Raja  Mehipnarain)  lost  in  the  troubles  attending  Raja  Cheyt 
Sing's  expulsion,  during  which  the  old  Raja  of  Bijehghur  (Duljeet)  and 
his  grandson  Pirtheeput  assisted  or  attended  British  arms  in  common  with 
the  other  dispossessed  Zemindars,  as  was  evident  from  Mr,  Hastings*  men- 
tion, in  his  letter  on  the  pettlement,  of  having  on  this  account  assigned  mali- 
kana allowance  for  that  Raja  in  like  manner  with  others,  till  (as  he  express- 
ed it)  they  should  be  put  in  possession  of  their  ancient  inheritance.  Hence 
Raja  Mehipnarain's  assertion  that  Mr.  Hastings  disallowed  of  Duljeet's 
claim  on  further  enquiry  into  it  seemed  not  very  probable ;  the  more  espe- 
cially as  in  the  following  year,  1190  Fuslee,  Pirtheeput  was  actually  vest- 
ed with  the  revenue  charge  of  the  pergunnah  of  Bijehghur,  including  the 
adjoining  one  of  Agoree  Burhur,  but  falling  in  balance,  Raja  Adil  Sah 
paid,  or  rather  took  upon  himself  the  responsibility  for  12,000  Rs.  on  his 
account,  to  his  security  Sheolal  Dobeh,  and  received  a  mortgage  bond  from 
the  said  Pirtheeput  for  the  Pergunnah  of  Bijehghur,  of  which  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  next  year,  he  (Adil  Sah)  became  renter  to  Government  in- 
cluding his  own  ancient  Zemindaree  of  Agoree  Burhur,  and  continued  to 
hold  the  same,  till  the  end  of  1192,  when  Raja  Mehipnarain  took  both  per- 
gunnahs  for  one  year  into  his  possession,  but  they  were  restored  to  Raja 
Adil  Sah  in  1194,  (the  year  before  Resident's  arrival),  during  which,  to  pay 
a  balance  of  the  current  revenue,  he  was  forced  to  have  recourse  to  borrow 
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from  Sheolal  Dobeh.  For  this  amount  and  the  unliquidateJ  moiety  of  Pir- 
theeput's  balance,  which  he  had  taken  on  himself  to  make  good  to  Shoolal 
Dobeh  on  account  of  the  year  1190,  he  mortgaged  his  raalikana  (then  con- 
sisting of  80,000  Rs.  per  annum)  for  the  security  of  his  accumulated  debt, 
then  amounting  to  20,000  Rs.  which  was  at  that  time  in  course  of  liquida- 
tion from  the  funds  of  the  reduced  annual  malikana  of  4,000  Rs.  continu- 
ed to  him  for  that  purpose,  as  stated  in  Resident's  letter  of  the  26th  April 
1789,  when  the  Resident  was  not  so  well  acquainted  as  he  had  since  become 
with  all  the  circumstances  relative  to  these  two  pergunnahs. 

It  now  remained  for  Government  to  decide  on  Raja  Mehipnarain's 
claim  to  possess  the  Pergunnah  of  Bijehghur  as  his  hereditary  property, 
to  prefer  which,  it  was  thought,  he  was  induced  by  the  then  recent  relin- 
quishment of  its  fortress  by  the  British  troops,  conceiving  that  with  the 
pergunnah  it  would  fall  of  course  into  his  hands.  Resident  had  however 
thought  it  his  duty  to  discourage  any  hopes  which  the  Raja  might  have  en- 
tertained on  this  subject,  because  the  tenure  of  the  fortress  to  him  could 
produce  no  good  effects  and  might  perhaps  at  some  future  time  encourage 
him  or  his  family  to  be  troublesome ;  and  because,  also,  his  establishment  as 
Raja  was  made  on  the  express  condition  of  excluding  every  idea  of  inde- 
pendence or  sovereignty.  Yet  that  the  subject  might  be  open  to  the  deci- 
sion of  Government,  Resident  had  not  hitherto  given  any  sunnud  to  the 
present  Amil,  as  he  had  in  other  cases,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Arails, 
that  during  good  behaviour  they  would  be  continued  as  Collectors  for  the 
period  of  the  respective  settlements. 

As  the  claim  of  Pirtheepat,  (whose  grandfather  Duljeet  was  dead), 
Resident  was  of  opinion  that  it  could  only  at  most  be  admitted  to  extend 
to  any  allowance  which  Government  might  from  bounty,  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  ascertained  intentions  of  Mr,  Hastings  in  favor  of  his  grandfather, 
think  fit  to  allow  him  by  way  of  subsistence,  for  which  he  was  then  in  the 
greatest  distress.  The  Malikana  allowance  intended  for  his  father  was  said 
to  have  been  1,200  Rs.  per  annum. 

Pergunnah  of  Bhoilee      90,890    8     0 

The  jumma  of  this  Mehal  was  considerably  improved  by  the  10 
years'  settlement,  its  doul  for  1 1 96  having  been  only  80,727-7-6,  yet  the 
whole  addition  had  been  realized  with  facility  by  Sheolal  Dobeh,  who  pre- 
pared the  settlement.  The  revenue  produce  of  this  Mehal  to  Government, 
including  also  Pundra  and  Guzara  and  the  Dehat  Mulfurkat,  would  be  fur- 
ther improved  from  the  beginning  of  the  Fusleeyear  1 198  by  the  accession 
of  Rs.  25,063-15-3,  which  for  these  two  years  past  had  been  mortgaged  to 
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Sheolal  Dobeli,  for  the  gradual  liquidation  of  liis  advance  on  account  of 
Kulb  A li  Bag's  balance  of  1195  Fuslee  as  already  noticed  in  llesideut'a 
letter  of  the  26th  of  April  1789. 

Pergunnah  Hevelee  Chunar,        41,302     2     6 

This  Mehal  was  in  1 196  let  to  the  late  Gungaperahaud  on  a  five  years' 
lease,  but  he,  thinking  the  jumma  too  high,  relinquished  it,  which  had  prov- 
ed a  great  advantage  to  the  pergunnah  by  enabling  the  Resident  to  place 
it  under  the  Amil  of  the  adjoining  one  of  Bhugwut,  through  whose  medium 
such  a  judicious  decennial  settlement  had  been  made  with  the  village 
Zemindars  and  renters  that  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  the  ensiired  pros- 
perity of  this  pergunnah. 

Pergunnah  of  Kereeat  Sekhur, 53,523     0     0 

This  Mehal  was  in  1196  let  on  a  five  years'  lease  to  Baboo  Ram 
Kishen  and  the  farmer  consented,  in  the  course  of  forming  the  present  per- 
manent settlement,  to  have  the  Mofussil  one  in  this  district  extended  to  10 
years,  by  the  result  of  which  a  profit  6f  Rs.  2,207-1 4-6  was  for  the  first 
year  of  the  decennial  settlement,  ascertained  to  him,  beyond  the  estimate 
funds  on  which  the  five  years'  Sudder  engagements  with  him  had  been 
concluded,  but,  till  the  expiration  of  the  five  3^ears,  it  was  evident  that  this 

surplus  profit,  amounting  for  1197  throughout  the 
30ti.  June  1789, 25tli  Feb-    country  in  general  to  Rs.  71,762-0-9   belonged  of 

right  to  the  5  years'  Amils  according  to  the  terms 
of  their  contract.  Although  Ram  Kishen's  share  thereof  had,  from  his  mis 
conduct  above  noticed,  and  consequent  dismission,  passed  again  to  Govern- 
ment, his  removal  and  the  appointment  of  a  new  Amil  had  occasion- 
ed no  difference  to  or  innovation  in  the  decennial  Mofussil  settlement, 
since  Amils  had  now  only  the  power  to  collect  and  not  to  assess  except  in 
that  small  portion  of  most  of  their  districts  which  remained  Kutcha. 

Pergunnah  Mejehwar,      27,764     8     3 

This  Pergunnah  was  occupied  by  Zemindars  of  the  Rajpoot  tribe, 
■whose  possessions  were  so  blended,  and  undefined  that  at  the  time  of 
making  the  settlement  and  fixing  the  Jumma  it  was  found  impossible  to 
descend  further  in  its  apportionment  on  the  differ- 
23rd  and  27th  November    ^^^  parts  of  the  districts  than  to  its  seven  general 
divisions  or  Tuppehs,  the  partners  agreeing  to  assess 
among  themselvt^s  the  personal  proportions  of  the  Jumma  in  each  Tup- 
peh  :  but  in  this  attempt  they  had  differed  with  each  other  to   such  a  de- 
gree that  the  gross  revenue  due  from  the  Pergunnah  was  for  the  first  year 
of  the  settlement  realized  with  considerable  difficulty  from  such  a  number 
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of  contesting  parties  that  measures  had  now  l)een  taken  to  ascertain  their 
shares  and  respective  quotas  of  the  jumnia  with  certainty,  so  as  to  obviate 
future  contention. 

Pergunnah  of  Ralhoopoor,  ...         ...         ...  3,686  10     9 

This  being  the  Pergunnah  in  which  was  situated  the  Raja's  princi- 
pal place  of  abode,  Resident  interfered  no  further  in  the  settlement  than  to 
satisfy  liimself  that  the  reduced  jumma,  (as  noticed  in  his  letter  of  the  2Gth 
April  1789),  at  which  the  Raja  continued  to  claim  to  hold  it,  was,  as  far  as 
regarded  the  present  state  of  the  Pergunnah,  not  founded  on  fictitious  pleas. 
The  conclusion  and  the  passing  of  the  deeds  of  settlement  were  then  left  to 
him  as  he  requested. 

Village  of  Jurkore,  2,501     0     0 

Sufficient  mention  of  this  village  had  been  made  under  the  head  of 
Dehat   Mutfurkat  in  the  Circar  of  Benares. 

The  detail  of  the  Circar  of  Chunar  was  thus  finished,  the  Mofussil 
jumma  of  which  amounted  according  to  its  above  component  parts  to 
6,21,611-1-6. 

In  the  Pergunnah  of  Ghazeepore  the  three  following  Mehals  remain- 
ed without  a  Mofussil  settlement. 

Talooka  of  Chit  Ferozepoor, 
Pergunnah  Lucknesur,     ... 

Do.  Syedpore  Bhitree,    ...         ... 


10,002  0 
20,501  0 
20,724  11 

0 
0 
0 

50,227  11 

0 

The  talooka  of  Chit  Ferozepoor  (otherwise  called  Burragaon)  was 
possessed  by  a  class  of  Rajpoots  Avho  had  always  affected,  and  sometimes 
evinced  a  degree  of  turbulence  bordering  on  independency,  insomuch 
that  the  Raja's  Governnient,  and  since  that  the  English,  had  been  satisfied 
to  receive  from  them  a  fixed  sum,  without  any  very  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  real  value  of  their  country,  which  to  ascertain  would  require  a  local 
and  careful  investigation  ;  and  after  all  it  was  doubted  whether  the  trouble 
that  might  attend  it  would  not  exceed  any  possible  resulting  advantage. 
There  was  indeed  a  claim  against  them  to  the  amount  of  1,500  Rs,  on 
account  of  their  alleged  encroachments  on  the  adjoining  Pergunnahs  of 
Gurrch  and  Dehma  which  it  was  hoped  would  be  decided  before  the  close  of 
the  present  year ;  but  in  the  meantime  about  1,600  Rs.  had  been  received 

L 
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from  them  more  than  they  used  to  pay  before,  being  the  amount  of  a  Mali- 
kana  which  they  were  in  the  habit  of  deducting,  but  which,  having  been 
omitted  to  be  inserted  in  the  account  of  the  Mujray  sent  to  Government, 
the  Resident  had  not  admitted  of  their  receiving  credit  for  during  tlic  last  2 
years  :  and  this  might  in  fact  be  esteemed  a  real  increase  to  tiicir  former 
jumma,  and,  though  not  originally  so  meant,  it  was  perhaps  the  only 
method  in  which  any  addition  could  have  been  made  to  their  Sudder  rental ; 
to  pay  which  their  Mofussil  funds  had  long  stood  at  about  1 2,209  from 
which  deducting  their  present  effective  revenue  to  Government  of  10,002 
Gourshahee  Rupees  and  their  own  Nankar  of  1,G00  Rs.  there  still  remained 
between  5  and  6  hundred  Rs.  out  of  which  they  paid  the  Collector  or  Suza- 
wul  who  was  appointed  to  receive  their  revenue,  which  station  for  the  past 
two  years  had  been  filled  by  Meer  Amjud  Ali,  the  neighbouring  Amil  of 
Kopa,  though,  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  1198,  the  partners 
in  Chit,  separating  from  those  of  Ferozepore,  had  made  choice  of  Ram 
Chund  Pundit  through  whom  to  pay  the  future  part  of  their  revenue. 

Pergunnah  of  Lucknesur,  20,500     0     0 

A  description  of  this  small  Pergunnah  which  was  inhabited  by  one 
race  of  men  called  Seingers  was  given  in  Resident's  address  of  the  Ist 
February  1789,  to  which  it  was  added  that  though  from  situation,  old  habits 
and  frequent  precedents,  they  were  calculated  to  be  the  most  troublesome 
of  all  the  Company's  subjects  in  Benares  ;  yet  their  conduct  for  these  two 
years  past  had  been  most  exemplarily  peaceable,  and  Resident  was  persua- 
ded that  under  a  mild  administration  they  would  no  longer  prove  refractory. 

"With  this  view  the  Mofussil  settlement  of  their  Pergunnah  was  not 
attempted  to  be  made  and  there  was  no  fear  but  they  would  punctually  pay 
their  Sudder  revenue  which  had  since  the  last  year  increased  upon  them  to 
the  amount  of  1,600  Rs.  annually,  owing  to  the  sum  which  they  had  yearly 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  as  a  deduction  from  the  aggregate  of  their 
paid  jumma  of  20,501  Gourshahee  Rupees,  having,  through  mistake,  in  like 
manner  as  in  respect  of  Chit  Ferozepore,  been  omitted  to  bo  allowed  for 
in  the  account  of  the  Mujray  which  accompained  Resident's  address  of 
the  29th  April  1789  on  the  settlement  of  that  year.  Wherefore  as 
allowing  this  article  would  afterwards  have  altered  the  accounts,  and  as 
the  funds  of  their  country  were  amply  sufficient  to  afford  it,  they  were  pre- 
Tailed  upon,  towards  the  end  of  last  year,  to  add  this  amount  to  their  future 
payable  reantal,  which  they  agreed  to,  fixing  their  Mofussil  jumma  in  fu- 
ture at  Gourshahee  Rs.  22,320-2-9,  out  of  which  they  paid  to  Government 
throuo-h  their  Collector  the  sum  of  Rs.  20,501,  and  allowed  him  for  his  charges 
at  the  rate  of  175  Rs.  per  month  to  bo  defrayed  from  the  surpjus  of  their 
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aettlement  as  aforesaid,  and  from  the  tulbana  collected  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  though  whether  they  raised  now  any  thing  in  lieu  of  their  resumed  Ma- 
likana,  Resident  was  not  certain  of,  but  this  seemed  not  improbable. 

The  town  of  Rusera  in  their  country  was  such  a  capital  mart  that 
from  the  duties  on  trade  including  the  ground  rent  of  the  town  or  mart  it- 
self (which  in  1194  fetched  singly  about  5,000  Rs.  per  annum)  they  were 
rich  and  easy.  When  thjerefore  the  order  was  issued  in  1788  to  abolish  all 
Rahdaree  and  Gunje  duties,  they  were  at  first  determined  to  have  recourse 
to  their  old  mode  of  fighting  to  preserve  their  immunities,  but  the  settled 
Merchants  of  the  place,  knowing  they  must  suffer  in  the  conflict,  made 
them  agree  to  submit  to  the  Regulations  on  a  promise  of  enhancing  the  rate 
of  their  ground  rent  one  half,  or  from  about  5,000  to  about  7,500,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  did  not  come  to  Resident's  knowledge  at  the  time,  but 
which  he  had  since  learnt  from  very  good  authority. 

Pergunnah  of  Syedpore  Bhitree,  20,754  11     0 

This  jumma  was  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Pergunnah,  the  rest  of  which  to  the  amount  of  54,304  Rs.  was  held  by 
Baboo  Ousan  Singh  in  Jagheer,  as  originally  deducted  and  allowed  for  in 
Mr.  Hasting's  permanent  settlement  with  Raja  Mehipnarain.  This  Jagheer- 
dar  managed  also  and  paid  the  revenue  part  of  the  district,  and  as  it  was 
so  small  and  making  a  Mofussil  settlement  of  it  would  prove  an  un pleas- 
ing interference  to  Ousan  Sing,  who  was  one  of  the  most  respectable  men 
in  the  country,  Resident  had  not  therefore  thought  it  necessary  to  trouble 
him  on  the  subject. 

Of  the  remaining  and  principal  part  of  the  Circar  of  Ghazeepore  of 
16  Pergunnahs,  half  being  on  five  years'  leases,  the  Mofussil  settlement  had 
accordingly  been  made  from  the  beginning  of  1197  for  the  four  unexpired 
years  in  the  following  manner  : — 

Pergunnah  of  BuUiah, 1,33,887    5    6 

The  settlement  of  this  Pergunnah  had  been  made  with  great  minute- 
ness. The  principal  difficulty  in  respect  to  it  arose  from  the  disputed  claims 
among  the  Zemindars  originating  from  the  former  state  of  the  pergunnah 
which  was  held  by  hereditary  right  by  a  race  of  Rajas,  who  were  dispos- 
sessed, like  many  other  landholders,  by  Raja  Bulwunt  Sing,  in  consequence 
of  which  Mr.  Hastings  granted  a  Malikaua  to  Bhowayel  Deo,  their  present 
dispossessed  representative.  As  far  however  as  could  be  efiected,  the  rights  of 
the  contending  subordinate  landholders  had  been  duly  attended  to,  and  the 
remaining  claims  lay  still  open  to  investigation  in  the  Maolkee  Adawlut :  it 


r 

Bedawn, 

PergTiTinalis  of,  ^ 

Puchoter, 

>- 

Zuhoorabad, ... 
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Laving  been  established  as  a  general  rule  with  regard  to  the  present 
permanent  Mofussil  settlement,  that  it  only  finally  decided  as  to  the  quantum 
of  jumraa  payable  by  whoever  should  now  or  hereafter  make  out  the  best 
judicial  title  to  the  tenure  of  the  lands.  For  the  rest,  the  Pergunnah  had 
the  good  fortune  to  have  an  excellent  Amil,  who  had  already  brought  its 
cultivation  from  a  very  decayed  to  a  flouribhing  state. 

21,790  12     6 

63,920    0    0 

90,121     4    0 

These  tliree  Pergunnahs  lay  contiguous  to  each  other,  and  were 

\mdcr  one  Amil,    Baboo  Roop  Singh,  the  heir  of  Baboo  Jugger  deo  Sing. 

the  late  Amil  who  had  made  such  good  use  of  the  very  low-  state  to  which 

they  were  reduced  when  let  to  him  in  the  begin- 

20th  November  and  23rd    niug  of  1196  Fuslce  that  through  the  means  princi- 

Deceutber.  1789  4 fell  January,  ,,        n  t, 

25th  August  1190.  pally  of  new  Ryots,  who  had  fled  into  these  dis- 

Vide  Appendix  H.  tricts  from  the  oppressions  o^  the  Nawab  Vizier's 

neighbouring  Amil  of  Arimghur,  he  had  already 
brought  a  great  proportion  of  the  fallen  land  into  cultivation,  so  as  thereby 
to  be  able  not  only  to  pay  the  revenue  ot  Government  but  to  derive  a  clear 
surplus  profit  above  his  Dehyek  of  Rs.  1 4,000  per  annum,  which  would  of 
course  fall  to  Government  at  the  end  of  his  lease,  but  to  which  he  was  dur- 
ing the  period  ©fit  in  every  point  of  view  justly  entitled  as  the  reward  of 
laudable  industry  and  exertion. 

f      Chowsah,      67,302  15    0 

Pergunnahs  of,  I     z,„^^i^h, 1,69,487    2    3 


The  Mofussil  settlement  of  these  Mehals  was  made  by  Mr,  Neave  to 
as  much  advantage  as  their  depressed  state  for  many  years  since  Cheyt 
Sing's  expulsion  would  allow  of;  but  to  admit  of  its  permanency,  their 
Amil,  Kasim  Beg,  who  from  age  or  indolence  had  in  sundry  instances  ap- 
peared incapable  of  superintending  such  large  and  important  concerns,  was 
removed,  and  in  his  room  two  of  the  best  Amils  who  could  be  found  in  the 
country  were  chosen.  The  pergunnahs  having  been  divided  from  each 
other,  under  the  care  of  these  two   Amils,  there  was  great  hope  that  this 

20th  November  1789.  5th.  part  of  the  Country  would  prosper,  and  the  largo 
6th, 7th, 9tb,iuh,  14th, I5tb,  extent  of  wasto  land,  amounting  in  Chowsah  to 
27th  March  1790.'  more  than  half  of  the  whole,  be  brought  gradually 

Vide  Appendix  H.  into  cultivation,  though   improvements  here  could 

not  be  so  rapid  as  in  the  distiicts  adjoining  to  the  Nawab  Vizier's  country. 
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becan.se  the  ryot»  who  fled  from  it,  finding  settlements  in  the  first  border- 
ing Perguunahs,  proceeded  of  course  no  furtlier. 

The  currency  of  Cliowsah  and  Zemaniah  used  till  of  very  late 
years  to  be,  in  common  with  the  greater  part  of  the  Mehals  of  tliis  Sircar, 
in  Tersoolee  Rupees,  but  Benares  Siccus  had  recently  superseded  them,  in 
consequence  of  which,  the  settlement  made  with  the  two  new  Amils  had 
been  drawn  out  in  this  last  standard  currency,  which  it  were  to  be  wished 
might  equally  find  its-  way  into  all  the  other  districts. 

Pergunnah  of  Sekuuderpoor, 1,02,437     7    3 

There  had  been  frequent  occasion  to  notice  the  extremely  deserted 
and  waste  state  in  which  this  large  Pergunnah  was  found,  and  in  Resident's 
letter  of  the  26th  April  1789,  it  was  mentioned  that  Shunker  Pundit  was 
appointed  its  Amil  as  the  best  means  of  restoring  it,  nor  was  there  any 
reason  to  doubt  the  success  which  had  hitherto  attended  his  well  meant 
endeavours ;  from  Resident's  confidence  in  which  and.  the  very  remote  si- 
Not  available.  tuation  of  the  district,  which  did  not  allow  of  his 

4th  Juue  1790J  circuit  being  extended  to  it,  he  trusted  to  the  Amil 

and  the  Canoongoes  to  prepare  the  Mofiissil  settlement ;  under  which  and 
his  care,  there  was  a  strong  confidence  that  the  country  would  continue  to 
prosper,  and  the  waste  part  of  it  be  gradually  brought  into  a  state  of  cul- 
tivation, aided  by  the  advantage  which  it  in  this  respect  possessed  of  ad- 
joining the  Viaier's  country. 

Pergunnah  of  Shadeeabad^        ...         88,303     1     9 

It  wa&  observed  with  respect  to  this  Pergunnah  that  the  state  and 
Mofussil  settlenient  of  it,  as  well  as  the  Amil's  management,  had  been  very 
favorably  reported  on-  by  Mr.  Treves,  who  further  mentioned  that  the  Amil 
was  sedulously  engaged  in  digging  and  constructing  wells  of  masonry,  and 
in  bringing  into  cultivation  that  part  of  the  country,  which  had  for  many 
years  been  a  jungle,  on  the  terms  reported  in  Resident's  letter  of  the  2nd 
October  1789  and  approved  by  Government  under  date  the  21st  of  the 
same  month. 

The  above  were  all  the  five  years'  settlements  of  the  Sircar  of 
Ghazeepore.  The  remaining  Pergunuahs  which  had  been  settled  on  10  years' 
leases  were  as  undermentioned. 

Pergunnah  of  Dehma,     7,605     4     0- 

Do.         of  Gurrah, 27,406    2    0 

These  two  contiguous  Pergunnahs  were  almost  entirely  waste  when 
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Resident  arrived  in  the  coiuitry  :  that  of  Dehraa  was  still  nearly  half  so, 
and  Gurrah  was  not  above  one-fourth  cultivated.  The  settlement  had  been 
made  on  easy  terms,  and  their  collector,  Ram  Chund  Pundit,  would  do  all 
in  his  power  to  promote  their  future  prosperity.  The  inhabitants  were  at 
least  at  ease  at  the  time,  and  would  continue  to  be  so  as  long  as  the  set- 
tlement was  not  infringed  upon  ;  notwithstanding  which,  towards  the  close 
of  the  first  year  of  the  present  settlement,  they  endeavoured  to  obtain 
what  had  been  the  customary  deductions  under  the  head  of  Choot  Maafy, 
from  the  amount  of  their  Cabooleeuts  ;  but  as  the  10  years'   settlements 

throughout  the  country  were  made  upon  the  prin- 
Ist  September  1790.  .   ,      ,  ,  ,    ,      Ir.   ,      ,  -r  , 

ciple  that  the  whole  Cabooleeut  Jumnia  must  be 
paid  to  Government  their  application  was  not  admitted,  as  it  was  known 
besides  that  the  moderation  of  the  assessment  required  no  such  indulgence. 

For  the  rest,  it  might  be  here  once  for  all  observed  that  this  Choot 
Maafy,  having  been  deducted  from  the  estimated  amount  of  the  funds  for 
the  five  years' Sudder  settlements  as  made  in  1196,  continued  of  course 
claimable  by  the  subordinate  renters  from  those  Amils  whose  leases  were 
unexpired. 

Pergunnah  of  Hevelee  Ghazeepore,         ...         ...        81,4G6  11     0 

The  settlement  of  this  Pergunnah  had  been  ^tisfactorily  made  by 

27th  July  and  24th  No-  Assud-uUa  under  the  ultimate  superintendence  of 
T7';h,2Jrd;nd28thMarch.     ^r.  Neave,  and  the  only  difficulties  that  had  arisen 

6th  June  and  29th  Au-    [j^  regard  to  its  realization  were  in  respect  to  the 

gust  1790.  °  ,  ,  r     -,        -r 

Vide  Appendix  H.  measurement  and  some  other  concerns  of  the  In- 

digo lands,  but  these  had  not  proved  or  were  likely  to  become  of  such  mo- 
ment as  to  require  to  be  given  in  detail  in  this  place.  It  was  therefore 
only  added  that  from  the  favorable  opinion  which  Resident  entertained  of 
Assad-ulla's  exertions  as  Ameen,  he  was  appointed  an  Amil  during  his 
good  behaviour  for  the  period  of  the  decennial  settlement. 

Pergunnah  Khanpoor,     ...        30,24-2    6    0 

The  settlement  of  this  Pergunnah  had  been  made  in  ample  detail, 
N  t  vailflbl  ^  *^^  proceedings  marked  in  the  margin  would 

22nd  March  1790.  show,  and  no  observations  were  extended  to  it,  as 

the  state  of  it  was  entirely  favorable. 

Gourshahees. 

Pergunnah   of  Khereed, 88,744.  11     0 

This  Pergunnah  had,  perhaps,  more  than  any  other  in  the  four  Sir- 
cars bafifted  Resident's  endeavours  to  restore  it  from  the  deserted  and  mise- 
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ral)le  state  in  which  lie  found  it  on  his  first  circuit  iu  1788.  The  first 
measures  which  wore  taken  were  to  appoint  agents  to  grant  Pottahs  to 
the  ryots  at  reasonable  rates,  so  as  to  induce  them  to  undertake  the  culti- 
vation of  the  waste  lauds.  This  had  operated  to  considerable  advantage, 
though  several  attempts  had  since  been  made  to  encroach  upon  the  fair 
meaning  of  those  Pottahs  by  a  strange  perversion  of  language,  as  would 
Not  available.  ^®  seen  from  the  proceedings  marked  in  the  mar- 

iStii  January,  1790.  gj^^  "whereby,  in  the  revenue  system  of  Khereed, 

a  year  would  only  be  made  to  signify  a  crop  cultivated  in  a  period  of  six 
months.  By  this  means  the  three  or  four  years  stipulated  in  the  ryot's 
Pottahs  to  bring  the  rent  of  what  was  waste  land  to  its  full  standard, 
would  be  accelerated  in  half  that  period  ;  a  circumstance  which  was  noticed 
here  to  give  an  idea  to  what  baneful  expedients  the  natives  were  prone  to 
have  recourse  against  ea'^h  other  to  promote  the  purposes  of  undue  exac- 
tion. Besides  this,  several  of  the  Zemindars  of  Khereed  seemed  to  be  a 
restless,  untractable  set  of  men,  who,  having  been  long  used  to  profit  by 
throwing  their  country  into  confusion  during  the  season  of  the  collections, 
had  not  yet  learnt  to  feel  grateful  for  a  mild  government  and  an  easy  as- 
sessment. This  spirit  of  theirs  joined  to  some  imprudent  management  on 
the  part  of  Duljeet  Sing,  who  had  from  1196  taken  a  lease  of  their  Per- 
guunah  for  five  years,  created  such  confusion  that  that  Amil  was  unable 
to  collect  the  stipulated  revenue  by  within  about  11,000  Rupees,  notwith- 
standing which,  as  he  .  was  partly  in  fault  himself  and  as  it  was  known 
that  he  had  some  immunity  in  his  family  talook  of  Jukhnee,  (as  already 
noticed  in  the  report  of  the  Circar  of  Benares,)  he  was  made  to  pay  the 
full  revenue  to  Government,  and  resign  the  pergunnah,  which  was  given 
in  charge  in  October  1789  to  Shunker  Pundit,  as  it  adjoined  to  that  of 
Sekunderpoor.  And  as  Resident  had  great  dependance  on  Shunker  Pundit's 
love  of  justice  and  regularity  to  bring  the  country  into  order,  he  was  vested 
with  authority  to  prepare  a  10  years'  settlement,  which  after  great  difficul- 
ty was  brought  up  at  a  jumma  for  the  first  year  somewhat  lower  than  that 
of  1196  ;  notwithstanding  which  the  Zemindars  exerted,  towards  the  close 
of  the  year,  all  their  endeavours  to  prevent  its  realization,  but  in  this,  by 
timely  exertion,  they  proved  unsuccessful ;  and  Shunker  Pundit  had  then 
returned  among  them  to  endeavour  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the  Pergunnah 
on  a  secure  footing  for  the  future,  which  if  he  succeeded  in,  or  Resident 
should  be  able  to  effect  by  proceeding  thither  himself,  (which  in  his  last 
circuit  its  remote  situation  prevented,)  the  10  years'  proposed  settlement 
would  then  be  considered  as  confirmed,  but,  from  the  doubts  hitherto  en- 
tertained concerning  it,  the  Pottahs  had  not  yet  been  delivered  to  the  Ze- 
mindars, which  was  the  only  instance  of  the  kind  in  the  whole  settlement. 
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Pergimnah  of  Kopaclicet,  07,433     3     3 

The  settlement  of  this  Pergunnah,  wliich  was  made  on  a  five  years' 
lease  from  1196,  appearing  to  have  been  somewhat  overrate<l,  it  was  un- 
derstood with  the  Amil  that  for  the  ensuing  years  of  the  lease,  he  should 
only  be  bound  to  pay  according  to  terms  of  what  should  turn  out  to  be 
the  Mofussil  Jaydad  or  fund.  The  Mofussil  settlement  being  thus  loft  oj>eu 
to  whatever  period  of  extension  might  be  deemed  proper,  Mr.  Treves  was 
deputed  to  make  it  for  10  years,  and  he  had  accordingly  executed  the  trust 
to  sufficient  advantage,  and  in  the  end  the  Amil  requested  to  be  allowed, 
as  to  his  Sudder  payable  jumma,  to  adhere  to  the  terms  of  his  five  years' 
settlement,  during  the  four  wiiich  remained  to  expire  of  it  ;  and  for  the 
subsequent  six  years  he  would  be  on  the  common  footing  of  all  collecting 
Amils,  receiving  his  centage  and  half  of  the  former  Bhuray,  being  that 
moiety  of  the  old  revenue  charge,  (as  explained  in  Resident's  letter  of  the 
2Gth  April  1789),  which  the  Amils  paid  to  the  Bankers,  through  whom  all 
or  most  of  their  revenue  was  made  good  into  the  trieasury. 

The  rate  of  this  half  Bhuray  was   allowed  to  the  Amils  and  deduc- 
ted from  tbe  gross  funds  at   1  ^  per  cent,  from  those  districts  which  paid  in 
Benares  Sicca  Rupees,  and  at  one  rupee  and  two  annas  per  cent,  where  the 
payments  were  in  Gourshahees  ;  this  latter  distinction  affecting   the  major 
23rd  February  1790.  P^^^   ^^  ^^^   Pergunuahs  of  tliis   Circar,  viz  :  Be- 

Vide  Appendix  H.  leea,  Khereed,  Gurrah  Dehma,  Behdawn,  Puchoter, 

Zehoorabad,  Sekunderpoor,  Kopacheet  and  Mahomedai)ad,  in  all  which  dis- 
tricts it  had  boen  long  customary  for  the  Amils  to  enter  with  the  Raja  or 
Government  into  Cabooleeuts  for  Gourshahee  Rupees,  which  were  however 
become  for  the  most  part  only  a  nominal  medium  between  Tersoolees  and 
Siccas,  for  there  were  at  the  time  but  very  few  Gourshahees  left  in  the  coun- 
try, their  circulation  appearing  to  be  confined  to  the  Pergunnahs  of  Khereed 
and  those  of  Gurrah  and  Dehma,  the  currency  in  the  other  seven  Pergunnahs 
above  enumerated,  being  in  Tersoolees,  as  well  as  in  Chit  Ferozepore  and 
Luckneser,  whilst  in  all  the  remaining  Pergunnahs  of  this  Circar  namely 
Ghazeepoor,  Chowsah,  Zemaniah,  Khanpoor  and  Kundeh,  Siccas  constituted 
the  internal  currency.  The  calculated  difference  established  by  custom  in 
Revenue  accounts  in  respect  to  Tersoolees  and  Gourshahee  Rupees  was  4  Rs. 
12  as.  per  cent.,  between  the  former  and  the  latter,  and  4  Rs.  8  as.  more  per 
cent,  to  make  Gourshahees  equal  to  Siccas.  Thus  the  difference  between  Ter- 
soolees and  Siccas  was  according  to  this  calculation  9  Rs.  12  as.  per  cent, 
but  although  this  was  the  standard  in  settlement  estimates  at  the  treasury, 
the  Tersoolee  and  Gourshahee  Rupees,  which  were  in  fact  hardly  ever  paid 
into  the  Company's  or  even  the  Raja's  Moolky  Treasury,  sold  at  various 
rates  in  the  Bazaar,  and  even  when,  rarely,  Siccas  were  paid  into  the  Trea- 
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snry  ia  discharge  of  a  Tersoolee  Jumma  (such  as  was  tlie  lately  abolished 
Chuuani  Mehal)  Govornmeut  only  allowed  7  per  cent,  for  the  difference 
between  these  Siccas  and  Tersoolees,  and  when  the  Amil  chose  to  pay  in 
Tersoolee  coin,  it  was  sold  in  the  bazar  at  the  current  market  rate  or  price 
of  the  day,  which  sometimes  went  as  high  as  1 1  per  cent,  whilst  the  best 
kinds  of  this  coin  would  occasionally  sell  from  6  to  7.  But  these  varia- 
tions could  only  affect  the  Ryot's  Mofussil  payments  whenever  the  village 
Zemindars  and  farmer's  engagements  were  not  in  the  same  standard  as  the 
l«)cal  currency,  which  they  were  in  all  the  districts  of  this  Circar,  except- 
ing Sekundcrpoor  and  Builiah,  in  which  the  payments  were  stipulated  to 
be  made  in  Gourshahees,  whilst  the  currency  was  Tersoolee. 

Pergunnah  of  Karindah,  ...         ...         ...         48,112     9     3 

In  this  Mehal  Siccas  have  obtained  currency  to  the  exclusion  of 
Tersoolees.  These  Zemindars  were  at  tirst  found  by  Mr.  Neave  to  be  all 
obstinately  bent  on  an  open  or  Danabundy  settlement,  that  is,  of  paying 
according  to  the  estimated  quantity  of  crop,  a  desire  in  them  which  Mr. 
Neave  attributed  to  this  mode  affording  them 
20Ui  Noveniber,  N2th"?ith  greater  scope  for  cheating  the  Amil  and  Govern- 
aml  16th  December  1789,  ^^  y    ^^^  expedients  habitual  to  them  of  fraudu- 

and  <tU  February,  1/89.  •'  ^ 

_..      .        ..    „  lently  making  away  with  part  of  the  harvest  before 

an  equal  division  of  crop  could  be  effected  between 
them  and  Government.  At  length  however  he  prevailed  on  a  considerable 
number  of  them  to  enter  into  10  years'  engagements,  joining  with  several 
of  them  in  their  Cabooleeuts  for  greater  security  certain  agents  under  the 
name  of  Surburakars  or  managers,  whom  they  themselves  chose  to  conduct 
their  business  ;  which  expedient,  as  Mr.  Neave  had  found  it  necessary,  the 
Resident  acquiesced  in  under  the  condition  that  the  Zemindar's  responsibi- 
lity remained  thereby  undiminished,  and  that  they  might,  whenever  they 
pleased,  dismiss  these  agents. 

Tersoolees. 
Pergunnah  of  Mahomedabad,  1,29,373     1     6 

This  was  an  extensive  district,  but,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Neave  (who 
"with  great  care  made  the  settlement  of  it)  continued  very  defective  in 
point  of  population,  and  consequently  all  the  lands  could  not  at  the  time 
be  cultivated,  yet  the  jumma  had  not  fallen  below  what  might  be  consi- 
dered as  its  standard,  and  exceeded  to  Government  by  a  thousand  rupees 
its  amount  of  last  year.  The  Maafy  or  free  land  was  excessive,  on  which 
subject  Mr.  Neave  suggested  some  rules  for  enquiring  into  and  deciding 
on  the  right  of  the  parties,  but  this  subject  was  considered,  in  respect  to 
the  country  in  general,  of  such  magnitude  and  consequence  that  it  would 
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not  only  require  mature  consideration,  but  a  separate  address,  wherefore 
all  that  was  here  observed  on  the  subject  was,  that  by  a  publication  issued 
in  May  1789  and  by  the  prohibiting  clauses  in  the  Zemindar's  and  far- 
mer's Cabooleeuts  issued  on  occasion  of  the  present  settlement,  all  means 
were  taken  and  being  used  to  prevent  this  great  and  dangerous  abuse  from 
making  further  progress. 

The  Circar  of  Jounpore   was   next   treated,  in    which   no   Mofussil 
settlement  had  been  made  of  the  two  following  small  talooks, 

Talooka  of  Ahmedpoor,  3,446     6     6 

Do.        Dowrooab,  ...         ...         ...         ...       16,508     7     3 


Total,         ...       20,014  13     9 

The  Settlement  of  these  talooks  was  not  interfered  with  for  the 
same  reasons  as  already  explained  under  simlar  heads  in  preceding  Circars. 
The  talookdar  of  Ahmedpoor  was  Fuzl  Ali  Khan,  and  Sheo  Seru  Sing 
(the  brother  of  Ranee  Bishen  Kooer,  one  the  widows  of  Raja  Bulwunt 
Sing),  held  Duwrooah  under  an  Istumraree  Pottah  from  the  Raja  and  Mr. 
Fowke,  at  a  Sudder  jumma  of  10,500  Rupees,  in  view  to  the  profit  arising 
to  him  from  which  favor  in  the  settlement  the  Clioot  Maafy  deduction 
of  298  Rs.  13  as.  which  in  the  settlement  of  1196  was  deducted  in  the 
charges  for  collection,  had  not  been  allowed. 

Exclusive  of  the  above  small  division,  all  the  Circar  of  Jounpore 
had  been  settled  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the  Resident, 
with  the  exception  of  the  single  district  of  Kole-Asla,  for  periods  of  four 
and  ten  years  according  as  the  previous  existing  engagements  admitted. 
Those  for  four  years  were  as  follows  : — 
Jergunnah  Hevelee  Jounpoor,  

Do.        of  Angolee, 

Do.        of  Rarry    including  the   talooka  of  Bud- 
lapoor,  T8 

Do        of  ZufFerabad, 
Talooka  of  Singramow,  

Do.        of  Kureeat  Dost,   ... 

Do.        of  Kureeat  Medha,  or  Merha,      

Total,        ...      3,64,544    2    6 

These  Mehals  had  for  many  years  past  been  held  under  one  engage- 
ment, the  probable  reasons  for  which  had  already  been  mentioned  in  Re- 
sident's address  of  the  26th  April  1789,  in  which  was  noticed  the  trouble- 
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some  state  of  those  parts  of  them  bordering  on  the  Vizier's  country  ;  par- 
ticularly in  respect  to  the  two  large  Talooks  of  Budlapoor  and  Singramow, 
concerning  which  however  it  was  observed  that  uncommon  quiet  had  pre- 
vailed there  throughout  the  past  year  and  that  these  talooks  in  particular 
were  found  in  a  forward  state  of  cultivation,  as  was  indeed,  in  general,  all 
this  division  of  the  country,  the  settlement  made  in  which  was  a  solid 
and  good  one.  The  Amil,  Sheolal  Dobeh,  having  conducted  himself 
very  satisfactorily,  Resident,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  him 
to  that  effect  by  Government  Resolution  dated  21st  October  1789,  had 
given  him  a  written  assurance  that  he  continued  as  Collector  for  the  six 
remaining  years  of  the  period  of  the  decennial  settlement  remaining  to 
elapse  after  the  expiration  of  his  present  five  years  lease,  he  paying  from 
the  commencement  of  that  extended  period  the  full  amount  of  the  Jay- 
dad,  or  ascertained  funds  of  the  country,  as  receivable  by  him  from  the 
village  Zemindars  and  farmers,  and  from  the  Cutcha  lands,  with  the  usual 
deduction  for  charges  of  collection  of  10  per  cent.,  and  of  the  half  Bhuray, 
as  allowed  to  the  Amils  on  10  years'  leases. 

This  Jaydad  or  revenue  produce  would  at  the  end  of  the  four  year's 
which  remained  to  expire  of  his  lease,  amount  according  to  the  last  years* 
aggregate  of  the  settlement  to  Benares  Sicca.  Rupees  3,68,187-1-6 
(including  2,610-7  of  free  villages,  or  Mujray,  and  4,325-5  for  those  as- 
signed to  the  Canoongoes),  provided  that  the  Pottahs  granted  for  the  Mo- 
fussil  settlement  to  that  amount  remained  all  permanent,  in  which  case, 
as  far  as  the  revenue  of  each  Pottah-holder  would  continue  to  be  regularly 
paid  in  conformity  thereto.  Resident  was  of  opinion  that  no  alteration  in 
these  Pottahs  should,  either  in  this  district  or  any  other  throughout  the 
country  be  allowed  of,  or  any  further  enquiry  or  scrutiny  be  admitted  to 
be  then  or  hereafter  made  by  the  Raja,  or  whoever  might  at  that  time  have 
charge  of  the  country,  into  the  profits,  real  or  supposed,  of  these  Pottah 
holders,  for  the  evils  resulting  from  such  renewed  investigations  and  settle- 
ments had  been  too  often  rendered  evident  to  require  any  arguments  in 
this  place  in  proof  of  them.  And  since  by  the  present  settlement  a  suffi- 
cient provision  had  been  made  for  the  Government's  revenue,  according  to 
the  original  stipulations  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  with  the  present  Raja,  and 
as  the  latter's  possessions  in  his  Jagheers  were  amply  sufficient  fund  for 
his  honorable  support,  independent  of  any  surplus  profits  which  he  or  his 
dependents  might  wish  to  derive  from  racking  the  country,  there-  could 
under  such  circumstances  be  no  just  cause  for  enhancing  or  making  inno- 
vations in  respect  to  the  revenue  on  those  landholders  or  village  farmers  who 
had  at  the  time  entered  into  certain  engagements  for  the  payment  of  it. 
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Tliere  were  11  villages  or  talooks,  bold  by  Mussulmans  in  tin's  dis- 
trict on  ancient  Jagbeer  tenure,  wbicb  paid  only  a  small  quit  rent  to  Go- 
vernment to  tbe  amount,  on  tbe  whole,  of  3,735  Rs,  10  as.  6  pie  by  way 
of  Mokururree  revenue,  and  as  these  persons  thought  that  receiving  pot- 
tabs  and  entering  into  formal  Cabooleeuts  might  affect  their  ancient 
rights,  no  new  engagements  were  req.uii?ed  from  them. 

Talooka  of  Burustty,      78,035     0     0 

This  talooka  was  an  original  part  of  tbe   Pergunnah  of  Mureeaboo, 

but   under  a   separate  Amil,  Ramdutt,  who  had  agreed  to  adhere  to  the 

loiu  V  y         T7on  tcmis  of  liis  fivo  vears'  engagments,  although  the 

Vide  Appendix  H.  ascertained  funds  by  tlie  Mofussil  settlement  were 

not  altogether  proportionably  equivalent  thereto. 

Pergunnah  of  Mureeaboo,        ...         ...         ...       1,92,457  12     6^ 

This  was  a  very  extensive  Pergunnah,  but  many  of  the  Zemindars 
had  been  so  long  out  of  possession  that  their  discendants  had  become  incap- 
able, through  elapse  of  time,  of  reinstatement,  insomuch  that  only  about 
one  half  of  the  Pergunnah  was  settled  with  them,  the  rest  having  been  far- 
med and  Cutcha.  In  this  pergunnah  two  Zemindars  were  allowed  to  pay 
their  revenue  directly  to  the  Moolky  Treasury,  in  consequence  of  the  Amil, 
Duljeet  Sing,  (of  whom  no  very  favorable  opinion  was  entertained),  having 
in  the  instance  of  one  of  them  shown  a  desire  unnecessarily  to  molest  and 
distress  him,  and  in  tbe  other  case  of  having  actually  made  a  .  small  un- 
due exaction,  which  circumstances  were  here   mentioned  in  excmplificatioa 

.  ,  „     ,-■«««  of  the  rule  laid  down  for  cases  of  this  kind,  as  in- 

4th  March  1790.  ^  ' 

Vide  Appendix  H.  timated  under  the  head  of  Bealsee   in  the   Circar 

of  Benares  ;  nor  was  there  any  fear  but  these  two  Zemindars  would  duly 
pay  their  revenue  according  to  their  Pottabs,  which  afforded  however  only 
partial  encouragement  to  the  adoption  of  the  measure  in  general  ;  and 
ao-ainst  it,  it  might  here  be  noticed,  that  in  the  instance  of  a  Zemindar  in 
Zehoorabad,  who  was  in  like  manner  allowed  to  pay  his  revenue  indepen- 
dent of  the  Amil  of  the  district,  he  fell  short  in  his  payments  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  insomuch  that  Resident  was  obliged  to  replace  him  under  the 
local  Collectorship. 

Pergunnah  of  Ghissoah,  ... 74,683     7    9" 

The  Jumma  of  this  Mehal  for  the  five  years'  settlement  having 
turned  out  considerably  higher  than  the  subsequently  ascertai  ned  state  of 
the  funds  from  Mofussil  settlement  could  afford  after  deducting  ten  per 
cent,  for  the  charges  of  collection.  Resident  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  the 
Amil  of  tbe  neighbouring  Pergunnah   to  take  charge  of  the  collection  at 


SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  BENARES.  189 

7th  February  1790.  tlie  reduced  allowance  of  5  per  cent,  which  would 

Vide  Appendix  H.  ^^^^g  rendered   the   original   estimated  amount  of 

five  years' jumma  receivable  entire  by  Government ;  but  to  this  proposal 
that  Officer  would  by  no  means  consent,  pleading  the  insufficiency  of  the 
proposed  allowance.  Wherefore  having  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  the 
Amil  of  the  five  years*  settlement,  the  fault  or  error  lying  in  having  too 
highly  enhanced  the  five  years' jumma,  he  was  continued  as  Collector  of 
the  new  Mofussil  settlement  on  condition  of  his  paying  according  to  the 
ascertained  state  of  the  funds,  by  which  a  small  deduction  would  be  occa- 
«ioned  in  the  aggregate  jumma  of  the  five  years'  settlement. 

Tuppch  of  Pessarah  (part  of  the   Pergunnah  of 

Kerakut),  32,965     5     9 

Talooka  of  Seremoo  (part  of  the   Pergunnah  of 

Jounpooi- proper), ...         16,946  14     0 

The  talook  of  Seremoo  suffered   greatly  in  1195,  but  both  that  and 
Pessarah  had  been  since  improving  and  the  Mofussil  settlement  had  been 
24th  F  b         1790  made  on  fully  as  favorable  terms   as  the   state  of 

Vide  Appendix  H.  the  cultivation   coiild    admit   of,  and  although  its 

amount  was  not  fully  proportionable  to  the  terms  of  the  five  years'  Sudder 
settlement.  Baboo  Juggut  Sing,  who  was  the  Amil,  would  not  on  that  ac- 
count prefer  any  pleas  to  Government  and  was  believed  to  be  in  every 
respect  sincerely  disposed  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  these  small  districts. 

The  above  comprehended  all  the  four  years'  Mofussil  settlements 
of  this  Circar ;  the  remaining  districts  of  which  had  been  settled  for  10 
years  as  understated. 

Bukhsheeat  and  Shah  Gunge,  29,697     8     G 

Of  this  Buksheeat  amounted  to  Rupees,  20,738-10-0  and  Shah 
Gunge  (which  was  a  dependancy  thereof,  though  now  under  a  separate 
Collector),  to  8,958-14-6,  both  the  sums  including  (in  like  manner  with  all 
those  of  the  Mofussil  settlements,  which  were  the  aggregates  specified  in 
this  address)  the  villages  assigned  to  the  Canoongoes  for  their  maintenance, 
and  those  also  which  were  held  free  by  different  individuals,  for  which  the 
Amil  was,  under  the  head  of  Mujray,  allowed  credit ;  a  circumstance  that 
would  hereafter  be  further  explained. 

These  Bukhsheeat  villages,  which  formed  for  the  most  part  consti- 
tuent shares  of  the  Pergimnah  of  Azem  Ghur,  and  of  others  still  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Nawab  Vizier,  derived   their  denomination  from  their 
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produce  having  formerly  been  assigned  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Grarri- 

son  of  Jounpore.     There  were  in  them  four    Jagheerdars  paying  a  quit 

rent  under  the  name  of  Peshcush  to  the  amount 

mfi^ai'pttrS^rrm:    ^^  ^'^^^-^-^  '''  ^'^^  "^^"^^^^  ^'  ^^°««  alreadymen- 
„.,    .        ,.   „  tioned  under  the  head  of  Jounpore  ;  and  this  sum. 

Vide  Appendix  H.  r         7  » 

when  even  joined  to  the  total  of  the  same  kind  of 
tenure,  specified  under  that  head,  appeared  much  too  small  to  render  advis- 
able any  scrutiny  into  the  rights  of  these  Jagheerdars,  who  had  at  least  in 
their  favor  the  title  of  ancient  precedent. 

The  rest  of  this  district  or  collection  of  villages  had  been  settled 
to  considerable  advantage  and,  unless  it  was  the  disturbances  occasionally 
exited  in  some  parts  thereof  by  their  vicinity  to  the  Nawab  Vizier's  coun- 
try, it  had  a  prospect  of  enjoying  peace  and  prosperity  in  time  to  come. 

Talooka  of  Bhaisdeorage  in  the  Tuppeh  of  Guza- 
ra  and  Pergunnah  of  Kerakut,         ...  10,647    0     0 

The  villages  of  this  Talooka  were  many  years  held  by  Alep  Sing, 
when  servant  to  the  Rajas  Bulwunt  Sing  and  Cheyt  Sing.  Alep  Sing  died 
in  time  of  Cheyt  Sing,  and  was  succeeded  in  OfiBce  and  in  the  present  Taloo- 
ka by  his  son  Bishen  Dutt  Sing,  who  fled  with  that  Raja  on  his  expulsion  and 
remained  for  several  years  in  exile,  during  which,  these  lands,  which  his  family 
had  held  the  management  of  for  upwards  of  40  years,  fell  into  different 
hands,  till  the  Fuslce  year   1192,  when   theNaib 

NotayaUable.  reinstated  Nuncoo  Sing,  one  of  the  sons  of  Alep 

llth  August,  1790.   •  ^  ^'     ^  ^ 

.  Sing,  who  in  1196  entered  into  five  years'  engage- 
ments ;  and,  dying  in  the  course  of  the  same  year,  was  succeeded  by  his 
brother  Bishen  Dutt,  whose  family  possessed  also  a  Zemindaree  title  to  a 
few  of  the  villages  comprising  this  talooka,  part  of  which  they  held  formerly 
in  Jagheer  and  paid  revenue  for  the  rest,  as  they  did  at  the  time  of  writing 
for  the  whole,  on  a  10  years'  settlement  at  a  very  full  assessment,  attested 
as  such  on  the  oaths  of  the  Canoongoes  and  on  the  opinion  of  the  Raja's 
own  Cutcherry  Officers,  notwithstanding  wliich,  as  from  the  present  year 
these  Mofussil  funds  were  quite  unequal  to  the  three  remaining  of  the  5 
years'  settlement,  the  revenue  as  ascertained  by  the  new  Mofussil  settlement 
was  agreed  to  be  taken  for  the  same  reasons  as  assigned  with  regard  to 
Ghissooah,  which  would  make  a  difference  of  between  1  and  2  thousand  ru- 
pees from  the  proposed  5  years'  settlement. 

Tuppeh  of  Dobee  or  Chundwuck,  a  part  of  the 

Pergunnah  of  Kerakut,  27,401     0    0 

The  jummah  of  this  district  was  equal  to  what  it  ever  was,  and  a 
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ten  years'  settlement  of  it  was  made  professedly  by  way  of  experiment 
to  observe  what  effect  the  measure  would  produce  towards  inducing  the 
landholders  (a  race  of  very  wild  Rajpoots)  to  live  in  peace  with  each  other 
and  with  Government ;  a  tenor  life  which  they  had  been  hitherto  very  little 
used  to.  And  it  might  "be  mentioned  that  this  trial  had  for  the  first  year 
succeeded  to  the  Resident's  most  sanguine  expectations,  at  the  expense 
of  keeping  a  Native  Collector  among  them  as  much  to  deter  them  from 
quarrelling  with  each  other  as  to  realize  the  revenue,  which  they  had  hi- 
therto paid  with  sufficient  punctuality. 

Talooka  of  Gopalapoor, 57,975     8     0 

This  Talooka  had  been  settled  on  a  minute  investigation  of  the 

the  Putwarees'  accounts,  which  was  descending  as  low  as  possible  towards 

,,,.,,         ,-„»  ascertaining  by  accounts  the  real  value  of  a  coun- 

llth  February  1790.  .  . 

Vd  A       dix  H.  ^^  ^^^^  certainty,  but  it  was  a  detail  under  which 

if  it  had  been  entered  into  with  regard  to  every 
Pergunnah,  the  settlement  which  had  been  made  would  certainly  have  taken 
up  as  many  years  as  it  had  months,  to  get  through. 

Pergunnah  of  Gurwar,  ...  1,13,454     1     3 

The  settlement  of  this  Pergunnah  was  made  with  considerable  dif- 
ficulty, not  because  it  was  difficult  to  provide  for  the  Jumma  of  Govern- 
ment, but  from  the  turbulent  and  refractory  disposition  of  the  principal 
Zemindars,  who  had,  three  or  four  of  them  in  that  Pergunnah,  been  long 
used  to  live  in  a  state  of  wild  independence,  having  each  of  them  a  Fort, 
(one  of  which  was  peaceably  thrown  down  during  Resident's  present  circuit), 
and  having  been  bred  up  in  notions  which  tempted  them  to  indulge  vain  ideas 
of  independency,  which  their  holding  lands  at  the  same  time  on  this  and 
the  Nawab's  side  of  the  borders  encouraged  them  still  further  to  cherish. 
These  men  had  often  been  in  arras  against  Raja  Bulwunt  Singh,  and  they 
remarkably  distinguished  themselves  against  the  Company's  Government 
in  the  same  way  on  the  occasion  of  Cheyt  Singh's  disturbances.  Notwith- 
standing this  unfavorable  circumstance,  a  good  settlement  had  been  made 
with  these  Zemindars  (whose  good  opinion  had  also  been  conciliated)  for 
10  years.  Their  Amil  was  a  man  of  an  excellent  disposition  and  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Pergunnah  would  now,  with  a  common  degree  of  attention, 
continue  to  prosper,  though  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  principal  of  these 
Zemindars,  Ruttun  Saine  Roy,  was  still  accused,  with  great  probability,  of 
being  a  great  harbourer  of  thieves,  which  as  he  held  lands  in  both  the  Na- 
wab's and  the  Company's  country,  he  could  not  without  great  difficulty  be 
prevented  from,  nor  in  truth,  as  he  was  an  old  man  and  habituated  to 
Zemindaree  local  prejudices,  would  any  thing  but  his  death  or  expulsion 
prove  an  eflfectual  bar  to. 
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A  part  of  the  jumma  of  this  Pergunuah  was  raised  by  the  Amil's 
profit  oa  the  sale  of  the  Mudosahee  Pucka  Pice,  in  which  he  received  the 
revenue  at  the  rate  of  17  Taccas  or  34"  of  tliose  pice  for  a  rupee,  the  supposed 
revenue  currency  of  this  district  being  in  Alia  siccas,  computed  (for  this 
this  was  merely  an  imaginary  coin)  to  be  equal  to  17  of  tiiese  Taccas  or  Tun- 
gahs,  which  the  Amil  sold  out  again  at  the  rate  of  about  15|  per  Benares 
Sicca  Rupees,  making  thereby  a  profit  of  more  than  9  per  cent. 

Tuppeh  Guzara 17,073     9     9 

This  Mehal,  as  already  mentioned  was  joined  with  Pundra  and  the 
Dehat  Mutfurkat  to  Bhoilee,  of  which  Mieolal  Dobeh  had  for  two  years 
past  had  the  management  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  Resident's  address 
of  the  26th  April  1789  ;  but  as  the  debt  to  him  was  now  very  nearly  paid  off, 
the  concern  of  Bhoilee  had  been  taken  from  him  from  the  beginning  of  1198 
to  have  it  restored  to  Baboo  Purtaub  Sing,  the  head  of  one  of  the  collateral 
branches  of  the  Raja's  family,  who,  having  just  before  Resident's  first  arri- 
val in  this  country  had  Kulb  Ali  Beg  appointed  as  his  security  and  mana- 
ger, became  involved  by  his  own  and  his  brother's  imprudencies,  joined  to 
that  the  Amils  subsequent  failure  ;  and  Sheolal  Dobeh  having,  as  a  con- 
dition of  his  paying  up  the  balances,  succeeded  to  all  Kulb  Ali's  Mehals. 
Purtaub  Sing  and  his  family  had  since  remained  in  the  greatest  distress, 
which  the  Resident  was  willing  to  avail  himself  of  the  earliest  opportunity 
to  relieve  them  from,  and  as  he  knew  very  well  that  they  could  place  no 
dependence  on  any  bounty  from  their  relation  the  Raja,  (who  had  on  the 
contrary  the  misfortune  to  hate  all  his  kin),  he  had  named  Baboo  Purtaub 
Sing  Amil  of  Bhoilee  &c.,  the  latter  having  previously  made  choice  of  B.a- 
boo  Juggut  Sing  as  his  security,  but  as  he  had  since  differed  with  him,  and 

as  he  could  not  be  relied  upon  for  tlie  due  payment 
14th  February    and   6th        .   ,  _     .  ,         .  ,    ,    ,         «  . 

March,  1790.  of  the  revenue.  Resident  intended  therefore,  seemg 

Vide  Appendix  H.  how  volatile  and  unsteady  had  been  his  conduct,  to 

maintain  Juggut  Sing  in  his  securityship  at  least  till  the  end  of  the  present 
year,  when,  whatever  was  saved  from  the  Dehyek,  or  established  allowance 
for  charges  of  collection,  would  be  applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  Pur- 
taub Sing  and  his  family.  It  might  be  added  that  in  no  other  instance  in 
the  country  was  any  security  asked  for  from  any  Amil,  but  as  Purtaub 
Sing's  appointment  to  such  a  station  was  an  act  of  charity  and  not  of  choice, 
it  was  thought  necessary  thus  to  provide  against  the  accidents  that  might 
flow  from  his  poverty  or  otherwise. 

Pergunnah  of  Kole  Asia,         91,361     9     0 

The  settlement  of  this  Pergunnah  was  made  by  Mr.  Neave,  and 
amounted  in  the  gross  funds  to  nearly  the  same  sum  as  in  the  last  year  of 
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Cheyt  Siug's  management.  It  was  held  by  the  family  of  the  late  Ajaib  Sing 
who  died  Naib  of  this  country  and  was  bvotlier  to  the  present  Raja's  grand- 
mother. During  his  Naibsliip  Ajuib  Sing  procured  an  Istumraree  Pottah 
from  the  Raja  and  Mr.  Fowke,  in  the  name  of  his  eldest  son  Sheopursua 
Smg,  to  hold  this  Pergunnah  as  a  Zemindaree  right  at  the  fixed  rent 
of  72,701  Rupees,  allowing  him  also  from  the  surplus  produce  a  Jagheer 
1st  March  I'OO  ^^  10,000  Rupees,  of  which  5,200  was  in  continua- 

Vide  Appendix  H.  tion  of  an  old  grant  and  4,800  an  additional  boun- 

ty. Allowing  for  this  deduction,  the  general  funds  of  the  Pergunnah,  as 
fixed  by  Mr.  Neave's  settlement,  would  just  about  pay  the  fixed  revenue 
and  defray  the  usual  Dehjek  and  Bhuray  charges  of  collection. 

Pergunnah  of  Mongra.  ...         ...         ...  75,545  13     0 

Salt  Mehal  of  Do 27,001     0     0 

With  the  Zemindars  of  this  Pergunnah,  who  were  a  very  numerous 
body  all  descended  from  one  common  ancestor,  a  ten  years'  settlement  had 
been  concluded  on  terms  of  some  advantage  to  Government,  beyond  the 
jumma  of  last  year,  and,  besides,  the  causes  of  intestine  di.ssensions  about 
their  respective  shares  in  the  lauded  property,  as  noticed  in  Resident's  pro- 
ceedings on  the  settlement  of  1196,  had,  it  was  believed,  been  obviated. 

The  salt  Mehal  of  this  Pergunnah  was  an  entirely  separate  and 
distinct  concern  leased  out  to  Sheolal  Dobeh  from  1196  at  18,000  Rupees 
per  annum  for  five  year.s,  being  rather  a  higher  jumma  than  it  ever  be- 
fore yielded,  and,  in  consideration  of  his  having  been  deprived  of  Bhoilee, 
his  lease  of  tins  salt  mehal  had  been  extended  to  five  years  beyond  the  first 
period  of  it  at  a  stipulated  increase  of  1,500  Rs.  annually,  for  the  four  first 
years,  and  of  1,000  Rupees  for  the  last,  thereby  raising  the  jumma  to  25,000 
Rupees  per  annum. 

The  salt  manufactured  at  Mongra  and  the  other  districts  in  this 
Circar,  such  as  Gurwara,  Rary,  Singramow,  Zufierabad,  (the  Revenue  pro- 
duce of  which  last  district  vvas  derived  almost  entirely  from  this  nrticle,) 
Gopalapore  and  some  other  places,  might  amount  in  quantity  from  60  to 
70,000  maunds,  of  which  Mongra  alone  yielded  40,000.  This  salt  was 
called  Behcha,  and  sold,  the  first  kind  at  2  Rs.  per  maund,  the  second  at 
from  1  Re.  8  annas  to  1  Re.  and  4  annas,  and  the  third  and  worst  kind  at 
1  Re.  per  maund.  The  first  sort  only  was  consumed  in  the  district  of 
Jouupore  and  Benares,  but  hardly  any  of  the  .second  and  third  sorts  were 
thought  good  enough  to  be  used  for  food  by  the  natives  of  this  Zemindaree, 
but  was  exported  into  the  country  of  the  Nawab  Vizier. 

The;Te  remained  to  be  mentioned  the  lands  possessed  by  the  Com- 
M 
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pany  in  the  Circar  of  Terhar,  consisting  principally  of  the  one  large  Per- 
gunnah  of  Kuntit,  which  was  rented  to  one  Amil,  who  was  very  inadequate 
to  so  extensive  a  charge,  and  the  country  was  going  fast  to  ruin  nnder  him. 
In  the  settlement  of  1196  it  was  therefore  divided  into  five  separate  Amil- 
ships,  on  five  years'  leases  according  to  the  four  Tuppehs  or  subdivisions  of 
which  it  consisted.  In  this  the  new  Amils  made  for  the  first  year  their 
own  settlements,  but  for  the  subsequent  years  they  were  made  under  Resi- 
dent's own  inspection,  the  result   of  which  was  as  follows: — 

Tuppeh  of  Chehanovy 1,00,572  14     0 

The  Amil  of  this  Mehal  was  Raja  Ram  Gholam,  who,  as  heir  to 
Rnja  Govind  Jeet,  the  former  dispofjsessed  Raja  or  Lord  paramount  of  all 
Kuntit,  obtained  from  Mr.  Hastings  at  the  time  of  tlie  new  settlement  that 
followed  the  expulsion  of  Raja  Cheyt  Sing,  a  Jagheer  or  malikana  to  the 
estimated  value  of  37,500  Rupees  six  pie;  for  which  villages  had  been  as.signed 
him  in  this  Tuppeh  of  Chehanovy,  leaving  63,072-13-6  as  its  available  revenue 
resources.  But  as  the  amount  of  this  Jagheer  was  annually  deducted  in  favour 
of  Raja  Mehipnarain  out  of  the  forty  lacks  per  annum,  which  constituted  the 
amount  of  his  settlement  with  Government,  its  funds  of  course  stood  .dwavs 
included  in  the  accounts  of  the  Mofussil  settlement,  which  was  not  the  case 
with  the  Raja's  own  or  Baboo  Ousan  Sing's  Jaghe^rs,  which  were  de<iucted 
and  set  aside  from  the  Mofussil  funds  at  the  period  of  the  original  formation  or 
Raja  Mehipnarain's  permanent  settlement,  a  circumstance  which  was  here  no- 
17th  March  1790.  ^^^"^^  ^^  useful   to  be  attended  to  in  respect  to  the 

Vide  Appendix  H.  different  modes   wherein  the  accounts  of  Benares 

might  be  drawn  up,  whence,  without  attending  to  these  and   other  similar 
distinctions,  erroneous  results  might  very  easily  be  drawn. 

In  other  respects,  in  having  given  the  revenue  charge  of  this  Tup- 
peh to  Raja  Ram  Gholam,  the  peace  and  happiness  of  a  very  wild  and  hilly 
tract  of  country  had  been  effectually  attended  to  ;  for  the  natives  of  it  still 
looked  up  to  that  Raja  as  their  natural  head,  and  he  treated  them  accord- 
ingly. If  the  whole  Purgunnah  of  Kuntit  could  have  been  placed  under 
the  same  management  without  too  much  exciting  Raja  Mehipnarain's  jea- 
lousy, it  would  have  proved  a  very  successful  measure  and  tended  greatly 
to  preserve  the  peaceable  administration  of  a  part  of  the  country  compara- 
tively uncivilized,  more  especially  the  two  following  Tuppehs. 

Tuppeh  oT  Chowrassy 90,961     0     3 

This  Tuppeh  was  rented  by  Baboo  Roop  Sing,  and  the  settlement  of  it 
had  been  made  to  as  much  advantage  as  the  nature  of  its  local  circumstances 
would  admit.    Many  of  the  villages  were  held  by  Brahmins  in  virtue  of  here- 
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ditary  and  mortgaged  right,  and  the  ignorance  and  obstinancy  of  some  of  them 
would  nearly  exceed  belief,  had  these  qualities  not  been  too  frequently  exem- 
plified in  their  old  habits  of  resisting  Government,  and  revenging  their  own 
intestine  quarrels  by  killing  and  burning  their  own  females,  as  had  not  unfre- 
quently  happened  before  the  arrival  of  the  Resident,  and  since  that  period  in; 
the  instances  of  Beechuk  and  Adhar  and  others  as  already  reported  to  Govern- 
ment. The  extremities  resorted  to  by  the  Brahmins,  although  more  prevalent 
and  violent  in  this  part  of  the  country  than  in  others,  might  nevertheless 
be  truely  said  to  have  been,  time  out  of  mind,  reduced  into  a  system 
throughout  the  Benares  Zemiudaree,  by  which  they  maintained  themselves 
in  a  great  degree  above  law  and  Government,  and  went  about  provided 
with  poison,  razors  or  some  other  means  of  destruction,,  such  as  fasting, 
which  they  were  ever  ready  to  have  recourse  to   when  any   coercive  autho- 

17th  March  1790  ^'^3^  ^^^  attempted  to   be   exercised   over  them  ; 

Vide  Appendix  H.  and  although  this   evil   was   hoped  to  have   been 

deminishing,  yet  it  was  so  deeply  rooted  in  the  habits  of  the  Brahmins, 
and  operated  so  powerfully  in  the  reverence  which  all  the  other 
classes  of  the  people  entertained  for  this  sacred  order,  that  no  length  of 
time  could  be  estimated  for  this  total  extinction.  Whoever  admiustered 
the  affairs  of  this  country  must,  in  many  instances,  in  some  degree  give 
way  to  and  respect  this  general  prejudice  which  was  said  by  the  natives 
to  be  here  muck  more  prevalent  than  in  any  other  part  of  India, 

Tuppeh  of  Ouprowah, 45,278  10     0 

This  Mehal  was  rented  for  five  years  to  Baboo  Ram  Jeawun  Sing 
and  the  Mofiissil  settlement  thereof  for  the  remaining  4  years  of  his  lease 
was  prepared  by  him  and  completed  under  Resident's  inspection,  but  before 
the  close  of  the  year  he  was  removed  for  disobedience  and  some  further 
irregularities  of  which  he  had  been  guilty,  and  Baboo  Ousan  Sing  (in  the 
name  of  his  chief  agent  Russick  Doss)  was  appointed  in  his  room,  Baboo 
Ousan  Sing  being  certainly  one  of  the  best  informed  Amils  in  the  country, 
17th  March  1790  ^^'^^^  perhaps  too  great   a   degree  of  prepossession 

Vide  Appendix  H.  towards  the  old   system   prevelent  when    he   held 

the  management  of  the  whole  country  under  Cheyt  Sing  to  open  or  but- 
tay  collections,  which  was  to  take  the  value  of  the  produce  from  the  ryots 
according  to  the  harvests,  without  receiving  it  in  fixed  money  stipula- 
tion through  the  village  Zemindars.  However  there  was  no  doubt  but  he 
would  duly  respect  the  injunctions  of  the  Resident  and  collect  according 
to  the  Pottahs  which  had  been  granted,  and  there  was  no  man  more  cap- 
able of  encouraging  the  Ryots  to  bring  into  cultivation  that  part  of  the 
district  which  remained  waste. 
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Tuppeh  of  Kone,        ...  39,628  11     6 

Of  this  Tuppeh,  as  a  settlement  of  only  one  year  was  made  in  1196 
with  Baboo  Deleep  Sing,  the  Raja's  manager  for  Budhoee,   to   which   this 
district  adjoined,   the   Mofussil   settlement   of  it  in  1197  was  extended  to 
10  years,  on  which  footing  Baboo    Deleep  Sing  continued  as   Collecting 
7th  March  1790  Amil ;  and    this   Tuppeh,    which     was   separated 

Vide  Appendix  H.  from  the  hilly  part  of  the  rest  of  the   Pergunnah, 

was  a  level  open  country,  as  well  cultivated  as  any  part  of  the  Zemindaree 
and  was  altogether  in  a  flourishing  state  ;  its  inhabitants  were  of  a  much 
more  regular  department  than  their  neighbours  in  the  hills. 

Talooka  of  Suktess  Ghur,  15,580     8     0 

This  was  also  a  dependency  of  Kuntit,  it  was  a  very  hilly,  woody 
and  unproductive  district,  and  although  under  a  five  years'  settlement,  in 
which  the  Amil  had  hitherto  been  a  los'-r,  the  Mofussil  settlement  had  with 
his  consent  been  extended  to  10  years,  without  alteration  as  to  the  Sudder 
jumma,  for  tlie  period  of  his  engagement. 

Besides  all  the  lands  above  described,  there  were  a  few  villages 
from  the  country  at  large,  which  were  called  the  Dehat  Huzoor  Tehseel 
as  paying  their  revenue  directly  to  the  Moolky  Treasury.  The  jumma  of 
this  small  portion  amounted  in  1197  to  only  Rs.  12,030-9-6  forming 
with  the  above  sums  and  the  Gurwara  Batta,  a  gross  Mofussil  rental  of 
Rs.  42,59,369-10-9  in  which  the  Canoongoe's  accounts,  as  was  calculated 
had  fallen  Rs.  7,843-15-3  short  of  the  real  value  of  the  country  as  to 
its  present  or  rather  past  year's  revenue  funds,  which  might  therefore  be 
stated  as  Rs.  42,67,213-10-0. 

All  the  districts  composing  the  Zemindaree  of  Benares  were  thus 
specified,  except  the  Pergunnahs  of  Kara  and  Mungrore,  which  properly 
made  part  of  the  Soubah  of  Behar,  but  had  long  been  annexed  to  this 
Zemindaree,  and  were  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  1784  added  to  the  Raja's 
Jagheer,  in  the  manner  specified  in  the  address  of  the  26th  of  April  1789, 
which,  although  beneficial  to  the  Raja,  had  oper:ited  severely  to  the  pre- 
judice of  that  branch  of  his  f  imily  represented  by  Baboo  Purtaub  Sing, 
whose  father,  Munneear  Sing,  and  his  relations  had  always  remained  in 
possession  of  the  management  of  these  districts  till  the  period  of  their 
becoming  a  Jagheer  to  present  Rajah. 

At  the  close  of  this  enumeration  relative  to  the  existing  state  of 
the  Revenues  of  Benares  were  presented  to  the  Board  the  names  of  each 
district,  the  number  of  Zemindars  in  and  out  of  possession,  and  of  the  Bee- 
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gabs  ia  aud  out  of  cultivation,  together  with  the  general  money  rates  of 
revenue  and  produce  of  soil  in  each,  comprehending  also  the  quantity  of 
free  land,  the  population,  the  Forts  and  Rivers,  the  gross  aud  net  revenue 
to  Goverutnent  and  the  principal  articles  of  manufacture  aud  trade,  and 
the  gross  quantity  of  grain  produced  ;  on  which  last  the  population  had 
been  estimated  ;  in  respect  to  which,  aud  the  general  accuracy  of  this 
Summary  state  of  tlie  country,  every  indulgence  would,  it  was  hoped,  be 
made,  as  far  as  regards  those  articles  in  it  which  could  only  be  founded  oa 
little  more  than  opinion  and  reasonable  deduction.  The  following  were 
the  principal  results,  as  they  were  calculated  to  have  stooi  in  the  Fuslee 
year  1 197  : — 

Population,     (Souls)    ... 
Gross  revenue  funds,  ... 
Jagheers,     Do. 
Zemindars  in  possession, 
„     Out  of  possession 
Beegahs  in  Cultivation, 

„     Out  of  Cultivation, 
Rates  of  revenue,  from  2 
Total  of  Jagheers  in  the  country 
1st  as  above,    ... 
2nd  Included  in,  and  deducted  from  the  above 
gross  revenue  funds  :— 

RajaRam  Gholam  Sing,Chehauovy ;  AjaibSing's 
in  Kola  Asia;  Cantoo  Baboo  and  Slieriat  Ulla  Khan's 
in  Bulliah  and  Khereed  ;  Raja  Adil  Sah's  and  Abdool 
Singh's  in  Burhur  Bejyghur,  and  Jubraj's  in  Chowsa, 
with  others,       85,879     8     6 


... 

... 

29,11,556    0 

0 

1.2,67,213  10 

Oj 

4,40,326  13 

oi 

47,07,540    7 

0 

... 

... 

3,204    0 

0 

... 

... 

2,531     0 

0 

... 

... 

27,13,461     0 

0 

... 

..<. 

6,64,693  11 

0 

las  to  20  Rs. 

itry 

... 

4,40,326  13 

0 

Total  of  Jagheers,  5,26,2C6  6  6 

Gross  revenue  funds  of  the  Customs  for  1187,  5,01,118  1  9 

Do.  ofthe  lands  as  above,  including  the  Jagheer,  47,07,540  0  7 

Gross  revenue  of  the  Kishnarpun  lands   and 

Charity,  paid  from  the  Mofussil 2,00,000  0  0 

Total  annual  produce  that  the  revenue  seemed 
at  the  present  capable  of  yielding 54,08,658     2    4 

The  particulars  of  the  free  lands  &c.  valued  at  two  Lacs  were  as 
follows: — 

Free  lands  under  the  head  of  Kishnarpun  &c. 
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Villages,  1,1 38|  (measurement  unknown). 

Ready  money  Rs.  11,291  exclusive  of  the  two  last  articles. 

This  was  rather  more  than  the  address  of  the  26th  April  1789  notic- 
ed it  to  be  from  the  accounts  since  obtained  having  been  fuller,  but  yet  these 
Kishnarpun  or  charity  articles  could  not  be  estimated  at  above  two  Lacs,  so 
that  the  real  value  of  land  produce  of  Benares  could  not  be  computed  at  higher 
than  from  forty  nine  to  fifty  Laca  of  Rupees,  nor  did  it  ever  stand,  as  to  the 
amount  actually  realized,  at  a  medium  much  higher,  for  the  settlements  of  the 
former  rental  in  Raja  Cheyt  Sing's  time  furnished  by  Bukshy  Sedanund  and 
Baboo  Ousan  Sing,  and  certain  old  accounts  of  that  period,  showed  that  the 
revenue  assessment  of  the  country  at  large  did  not  exceed  in  1177,  Rupees, 
44,39,336,  and  for  1183  the  two  accounts  furnished  by  Ousan  Singh  stated 
the  said  jumma  at  Rupees,  49,07,050-7-6,  and  in  the  other,  an  original  old 
account  found  by  accident,  it  was  only  made  to  amount  to  47,96,664-5-0, 
which  last  account  was  in  the  handwriting  of  Sookh  Laul,  a  Mohurrir  living 
at  the  time,  who  declared  it  to  be  accurate. 

As  regards  the  details  concerning  the  settlement  of  1197,  the  follow- 
inct  short  figured  statement  of  the  increase  and  decrease  thereon  from  that 
of  last  year,  or  of  1196,  was  given. 

Total  Sudder  or  Government's  rental  for  1 1 97 
Fuslee  as  estimated  in  1196  and  reported  under  date 
the  26th  April  1789 36,48,036     7     0 

Additions  made  thereto  in  the  course  of  that 
year  as  noticed  in  report  of  the  2nd  October  1789, ...  576     8     6 

Total,        ...        36,48,612  15     6 

Of  which,  found  to  be  without  adequate  funds 
in  the  Mofussil  ascertainment  of  the  Jumma  for 
1197viz.:— 

In  the  Mehals  that  had  been  let  for  5  years,... 

In  the  rest  of  the  country, 

Total, 


Deduct  surplus  or  increase  of  funds  ascertain- 
ed in  that  part  of  the  country  not  under  the  5  years' 
leases, 

Surplus  of  decrease, 
Settlement  of  1197, 


23,799 
25,766 

7 
2 

9 
0 

49,565 

9 

9 

36,48,612 
26,392 

15 
1 

6 
3 

23,173 

8 

6 

36,25,439 

7 

0 
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To  show  how  the  above  aggregate  of  36,25,439-7  was  payable  to 
Governiuent  from  the  Mofussilfimds,  the  following  abstract  was  inserted  : — 

Total  of  the  funds  ascertained  according  to  the  Mofussil  and  Ca- 
noongoes'  accounts  of  the  settlement  for  four  and  teu  years  (exclusive  of 
the  Raja's  and  other  Jagheers  not  usually  included  in  the  settlement  for 
1197) 42,59,369  10     9 

Deduct  Canoongoes'  Nankar,      43,671     4     9 
J.igeers  of  Raja  Ram  Gholam 
and  of  Ajaib  Sing's  family,  ...      47,500     3     0 


91,171     5  0 

Balance,         ...         41,68,198     5  9 
Deduct  Choot  Maafy  incorporated  in   the  4 

years'  settlements.         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  44,526  13  0 


BJance,         ...         41,23,671     8     9 
Add  on  account  of  Jumma  given  up  in  part 
of  the  Cutcba  lands  of  Mohammedabad  and  Bealsee, 
after  the  first  making  up  of  the  aggregate  thereof  on 
which  were  fixed  the  Amil's  allowances,        ...         ...  50     0     0 


Total  of  Mofussil  funds,        ...        41,23,721     8     9 

Deduct  Dehyek  or  allowance 
under  this  head  to  the  Amils  (not 
entirely  amounting  to  10  per  cent,  as 
the  term  imports.) 

Rupees,  •..  3,78,101  15     3 

Bhuray,  50,419  12     6 


Total.         ...  4,28,521   11     9 


Balance,         ...         36,95,199  13     0 
Deduct  :  Amils'  Profit  on  the 

5  years'  leases,         ...         ...         ...      71,762  0     9 

Do.      their  loss,  ...       27,038  11     0 


44,723     5     9 


Balance,         ...         36,50,476     7     3 
Deduct  further  on  account  of  the  debt  owing 
to  Sheolal  Dobeh,         44,239     2     9 


Balance,        ...        36,06,237    4    6 
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Add  the  revenue  of  the  Chunam  Mehal,       ...  19,190     8     6 

Add  amount  separately  received  from  Chund- 
wuk,  not  brought  to  credit  in  the  Mofussil  accounts,  11   10     0 


Gross  SudderJumma  of  1197,  36,25,439     7     0 

Deduct  the  amount  of  Sudder  Mujray,  ...  63,401     7     0 


Net  Sudder  Settlement  for  1197,        35,62,038     0     0 


This  jumma  had  been  fully  realized  as  well  as  a  further  amount  on 
account  of  sundries,  including  Tulbana  or  collections  made  by  the  peons, 
■whom  the  Arails  were  obliged  to  send  to  demand  and  enforce  payment  of 
the  revenuD. 

On  this  subject  of  Tulbana  it  was  remarked  that  as  on  one  side,  the 
danger  of  abolishing  or  prohibiting  this  remaining  article  of  exaction  was 
seen,  since  the  village  Zemindars  and  farmers  would  then  have  no  sufficient- 
ly powerful  remaming  stimulant  to  render  them  regular  in  their  payments, 
and  as  on  the  other,  the  Amils'  privilege  of  levying  this  payment  through 
their  peons  was  liable,  from  motives  of  promoting  their  own  private  inter- 
ests, to  great  abuse,  the  safest  medium  that  could,  under  such  circum- 
stances, be  adopted  was,  to  cause  the  Amils  to  enter  into  engagements  to 
pay  the  amount  of  their  profits  from  this  article  to  Government,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  it  had  become  a  head  in  the  general  accounts  of  receipts 
and  disbursements  of  the  Moolky  Treasury  for  1197. 

The  particulars  of  the  principal  entries  in  the  Moolky  Treasury 
account  were  reported  as  follows  : — 

The  Debtor  side  of  the  account  contained  the  following  heads. 

let  Amount  of  the  settlement  for  the  land 
revenue  as  deduced  from  the  preceeding  account  is 
Sicca,  Gourshahee  and  Tersoolee  Rupees 36,25,439     7     0 

2nd.  Customs  realized  after  defraying  the  es- 
tablishment. 

In  1196,  4,01,700    0    3 

Increase  in  1197,  ...  70.167  11     0 


• 


4,71,867  11     3 
Decrease  in  1197,  ...  9,449     3     9 


Effective  realization, 4,62,418    7    6 


Total  of  Mai  and  Permit,         ...         40,87,857  14     6 
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Suudries  : 

Tulbana,  net  amount  thereof 
realized  as  per  account  particulai-s,  9,627     9    0 

Other  articles  as  per  the  said 
account.         ...         ...         ...         ...       1,850     9     6 

11,478    2    6 


Total,         ...         40,99,336     1     0 

Deduct  Sudder  Mujray  as  per  particulars  above 

referred  to 63,401     7     0 

Ultimate  amount  of  realized  settlement  for  ]197.    40,35,934  10     0 

Which  last  total  has  been  expended  or  disbursed  as  follows  : — 

Ist.  In  payment  of  the  Company's  Jumma  in 
all 40,00,000     0     0 

Deduct  annual  remissions  as  per  account  ac- 
companying Bhadon  Towjee.  ...         ...         ...  1,26,062     7     6 

Rental  actually  paid  into  the  Company's  Trea- 
sury,        ..        38,73,937    8    6 

2nd.  Sudder  Rozeenadar's  allowance  including 
those  to  Bahader  Ali,  as  last  year,     ...         ...         ...  35,349  13     0 

Zrd.  Ameen's  charges,  being  more  than  last 
year  as  incident  to  the  formation  of  the  permanent 
settlement,         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  6,695     1     0 

Uh.  Dewanny  Moolky  Adawlut,  also  more  than 
last  year  on  account  of  an  increase  which  was  admitted 
in  the  establishment  thereof,     ...         ...         ...         ...  16,122     0     0 

bth.  Foujdarry  Moolky  Adawlut  according  to 
the  old  establishment,  but  with  some  little  excess  on 
account  of  the  maintenance  of  prisoners,      11,395  10     0 

6th.  Khilluts  to  three  Judges  on  their  inves- 
titure,      655     0     0 

7th.  Allowance  to  Raja's  Mutsuddees  @  1,094 
per  month  (less  than  last  year,)  13,128     0     0 

8^^.  Moolky  Treasury  contingencies  for  peons 
&c.  (about  the  same  as  last  year,)       ...         ...         ...  714     4     6 

9th.  Contingencies  for  Raja's  Cutcherry,  Sta- 
tionary &c 528     1     6 
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lOth.     Repairing  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  Bena- 
res,       980     0     0 

Do.     A  house  opposite  to  Madho  Dass'  belong- 
ing either  to  the  Raja  or  Government,     1 96     3     6 


Total  repairs         ...  1,176     3     6 

11^^.     Il'Xtra  peons  (less  than 

last  year), 1,152  0     0 

Muzkooree        do.       (more),  604  8     3 


Total  Peons  (less  than  last  year),       ...  1,756     8     3 
12^^.     Horsemen  in  all  (being  for  Gourbuksh 
Sowar's  estahlishiiient  as  advised  in  letter  on  the  26th 
of  April  1790)  which  will  for  1198  be  within  a  thou- 
sand Rupees, 1,680     0     0 

\Sth.  Goomaun  Singh  entertained  and  found 
necessary  as  a  Cutcherry  Jemadar  to  assist  in  sundries 
from  Jeyt  to  Bliadon,  5  mouths,  at  Rs.  20  per  mouth,  100     0     0 

I4tth.  The  mother  of  Lukhun  Singh  at  Rs. 
100  per  month  from   Maug  to  Bhadon,         800     0     0 

loth.  Repairs  to  the  rampart  at  Mirzapore 
and  clearing  the  ditch,  as  per  Board's  order  of  the 
16th  April  1790,         951     3     0 

16th.  Stones  for  landmarks  between  Benares 
and  the  Vizier's  country  as  advised  in  letter  of  the 
26ch  April  1790,  231     5     0 

17th.  Travelling  charges  allowed  to  Goomaun 
Sing,  when  deputed  to  Siugrowlee, 65     0     0 

18th.  Dawk  charges  of  the  Resident  and  his 
.Assistants  whilst  on  the  circuit  for  the  purposes  of 
the  settlement,  ...  ...         ...         ...         ...  854     0     0 

19th  By  expenses  incurred  in  investigating  into 
the  reality  of  some  mines  erroneously  supposed  to  be 
of  diamonds,  96  15     6 

20th.  By  2  years'  arrears  paid  to  Sheo  Per- 
saud,  the  treasurer  of  the  Moolky  treasury,  as  per  or- 
der of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  of  the  8th  of 
October  1790,  1,200    0    0 
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21st.  By  charges  for  paper  and  additional 
stationery  for  pre  pari  rijj;  the  new  deeds  of  the  perina- 
ueut  settlement,  as  per  letter  of  the  Sub-Secretary 
under  date  the  16th  December  1789,  813  13     3 

22nd.  By  extra  charges  incurred  in  the  Cus- 
tom house  department  under  the  authority  of  the 
letter  last  quoted. 

To  Omrow  Sing  for  preparing  the  old  accounts,    1,500 

To  the  several  custom  Masters  (excepting  Be- 
nares proper)  in  reward  for  their  having,  during  this 
year,  been  very  successful  in  their  collections,  . . .    2,280 

To  an  additional  Mohurrir  employed  in  the 
Resident's  custom  house  registry,  also  under  the  au- 
thority last  quoted,  90    3,870     0     0 


23rd.  By  M^feedars  or  persons  receiving  allow- 
ances, now  transferred  from  the  Mofussil  to  the  Sud- 
der,  1,125     7     6 


Total,         ...  99,308  14     0 

24th  Gourshahee  Batta  less  than  last   year,  40,825  14     6 

Total  disbursement  and  Batta,  1,40,134  12     6 

Which,  added  to  the  amount  paid  as  above  stated  into  the  Company's  Trea- 
sury, made  40,14,072-5-0,  leaving  a  surplus  of  account  in  the  Moolky 
Treasury  of  Rupees  21,862-5,  from  which  is  to  be  further  deducted  the 
sum  of  17,702-8-6  on  account  of  the  loss  or  deficiency  arising  from  the 
abolition  of  the  Chunara  Mehal,  and  the  ultimate  surplus  of  4,159-12-6 
will  remain  at  the  disposal  of  Government. 

On  this  account  the  Resident  observed  with  regard  to  the  debtor 
side  of  it,  that  it  had  afforded  him  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  to  have 
been  able  to  see  such  an  increase  as  had  during  1197  taken  place  in  the 
resources  of  the  country,  and  of  the  Company,  as  concerned  therein,  both 
which  stood  as  underneath  : — 

1st.     Collections  from  the   country   for   1197,         39,77.406     3     0 

do.  do.  for    1896        38,76,104     9     6 

Excess  in  favor  of  the  last  year,  or  of  1197  1,01,301  9  6 
inclusive  of  the  Chunam  Mehal  abolished  during  the  course  of  the  last  year. 
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2Qd.  Paid  to  the  Company  io  1197  Fuslee, 
exclusive  of  the  surplus  waiting  their  orders,  ...         38,73,937     8     6 

Do.  Do.  in  1196,  including  the  small  sur- 
plus of  that  year  as  per  letter  of  the  2Gth  of  April 
1790,  37,88,855     6    6 


Excessinfavor  of  1197 85,082     2     0 


This  was  rather  more  than  the  Resident's  address  of  the  26th  April 
1789  gave  room  to  hope  for,  because  it  was  not  expected  then  that  the  eouu- 
try  would  only  require  one  year  of  diminution  in  the  Company's  Jumma 
to  restore  it  to  its  usual  capability. 

The  expenses  of  the  Sudder  Cutcherry,  consisting  of  the  Sudder 
charges  of  collections,  judicial  and  other  establishments,  had  on  the  whole 
exceeded  those  of  last  year  in  the  aggregate  of  12,059-11-0,  of  which  the 
principal  part  consisted  of  a  necessary  addition  to  the  Moolky  Adawlut 
Establishment  from  the  great  increase  of  business  that  had  taken  place  ia 
that  Court ;  and  in  the  rewards  and  additions  to  the  salaries  of  the  Custom 
Masters  for  their  good  services.  It  was  hoped  that  these  disbursements 
would  be  sanctioned  by  Government. 

For  the  next  year,  or  1198,  there  were  ample  funds  for  the  revenue 
in  the  settlement,  which  would  under  proper  management  be  duly  realized 
(as  far  at  least  as  concerned  the  amount  payable  into  the  Treasury)  as 
easily  as  was  the  case  for  1 197,  although  there  would  be  an  increase  of  nearly 
a  Lac  of  Rupees  to  be  raised  from  the  land  revenue  ;  and  although  the  last 
rainy  season  had  not  been  nearly  so  favorable  for  the  crops  as  was  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  since  in  this  last  there  had  been  in  various  districts 
first  too  much,  and  then  too  little  rain,  an  unseasouableuess  that  had  cer- 
tainly occasioned  considerable  mischief,  more  especially  in  the  districts  of 
Nirwan  and  some  others;  about  which  it  might  be  generally  remarked, 
that  such  accidental  variations  of  the  season  must,  when  as  in  the  present 
instance  unfavourable,  prove  unpropitious  to  the  introduction  and  establish- 
ment of  permanant  money  settlements  in  those  districts,  such  as  Nirwuu, 
Kurundeh,  Chowsa  and  some  few  others  denominated  Betay  Mehals,  where 
the  Natives  had  been  long  in  the  habit  of  paying  not  by  fixed  money 
settlement,  but  either  more  or  less  according  to  the  extent  and  quantity  of 
their  harvest  produce. 

Nor  could  it  be  expected  that  the  customs  would  be  in  1198  so  pro- 
ductive as  they  were  in  1197,  as  Avcli  because  they  seemed  already  pro- 
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portionally  to  decrease  in  tlioir  monthly  aggregates,  as  because  the  year 
1197  had  an  intercalary  month  in  it.  On  the  whole  therefore  their  whole 
produce  for  1198  would  not  be  taken  at  above  Rs,  4,25,000,  when, 
allowing  the  Company's  revenue  to  stand  at  the  same  amount  as  it 
did  last  year,  and  the  charges  of  the  Sudder  Cutcherry  to  be  (exclusive 
of  Gourshahee  Batta)  about  94,000  Rupees,  there  would  still  be  a  surplus 
unappropriated  at  the  end  of  Bhadon  next  to  the  amount  of  60,000 
Rupees  and  upwards,  in  view  to  which,  and  to  tlie  Raja's  being  already 
provided  for,  directions  had  been  issued  to  the  several  Judges  in  pursuance 
of  the  instructions  of  Government  as  expressed  in  the  orders  passed  under 
date  the  17th  of  June  on  Resident's  address  of  the  26th  April  1789,  to  make 
out  lists  of  those  helpless  objects  who  lost  their  pensions  by  the  abolition  of 
the  interior  duties  in  1788,  with  a  view  to  restore,  under  Government  sanc- 
tion, such  pensions  to  those  who  might  from  sex,  age  or  infirmity  be  truly 
objects  of  charity : — all  which  expense  could  not  at  the  very  utmost  exceed 
Rs.  15,000,  so  that  an  unappropriated  surplus  of  about  fifty  thousand 
would  still  remain,  by  the  judicious  application  of  which  much  good  might 
be  done  to  the  country  and  some  honor  added  to  the  British  name  and 
national  character  at  Benares,  the  means  of  which  the  Resident  was  ready 
to  submit,  if  the  Board  thought  proper. 

Meanwhile  it  might  further  be  mentioned,  that  if  the  settlement 
succeeded  and  improved,  according  to  the  plan  of  it,  (as  it  was  expected 
that  it  would  in  general),  these  surplus  funds  would  also  con.siderably  aug- 
ment in  this  and  the  following  years  to  the  amount,  on  the  whole,  of  Rs. 
2,62,908-3,  so  as  to  raise  the  Mofussil  land  or  nial  jumma  to  its  highest 
proposed  total  of  Rs.  45,22,177-13-9. 

The  whole  of  this  aggregate  was  calculated  to  be  assessed  from  the 
produce  of  the  ground  and  of  husbandry,  except  the  small  annual  sum  of 
17,713-10-9  arising  from  the  undermentioned  articles  which  had  not  been 
enumerated. 

1st.  Ghur  Dewary,  or  a  tax  levied  on  shop- 
keepers or  dealers  of  various  denominations,  supposed 
to  be  in  lieu  of  the  ground  rent,  for  their  houses  and 
shops, 9,590    4     6 

2nd.  Abkarry,  or  tax  on  Distillers  and  sellers 
of  spirituous  liquors, 6,618  11     0 

Sid.     Kurghy,  or  tax  on  Weavers,     1,403     3     3 

Total,  17,612     2     9 
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4tb.     Sundries  in  Bhugwut  and  Chowrassy    in 
all,         101     8     0 


Total,  17,713  10     9 

The  first  article  of  Ghur  Dewary  had  already  been  explained  in  pre- 
vious addresses,  and  it  was  added  that  should  the  Board  disapprove  of  the 
continuance  thereof  or  of  any  of  the  preceding  articles  composing  the 
above  aggregate  of  ]  7,713-10-9,  no  inconvenience  or  confusion  in  the  ac- 
counts would  thence  occur,  as  these  heads  were  now  all  separated  from  the 
village  Zemindars'  and  farmers'  rentals,  and  collected  solely  by  the  Amils 
as  Amanee  articles,  so  that  they  might  at  any  time  be  with  ease  struck 
off  the  rental,  either  altogether  or  in  whatever  proportions  might  bethought 
proper.  The  Ghur  Dewary  here  brought  to  account  did  not  of  course  in- 
clude that  of  Lucknesir,  and,  should  the  article  be  on  general  principles 
given  up,  it  might  be  necessary,  for  the  reasons  already  specified,  to  admit 
of  some  modification  of  it,  or  to  grant  a  remission  for  its  amount  in  that 
particular  district. 

Whatever  Government  might  think  of  these  taxes  on  shopkeepers 
and  weavers,  it  was  recommended  that  the  one  on  distillers  of  spirituous 
liquors  be  on  all  accounts  continued,  as  some  cl)eck  at  least  to  a  vice  which 
was  most  lamentably  general  among  the  lower  classes  of  the  natives  and 
which  stood  much  iu  need  of  correction. 

A  principal  object  that  had  occupied  Resident's  nttenti'  n  since  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year  1 198  Fuslee,  (which  was  the  second  of  the 
existing  settlement),  had  been  to  encourage  the  idea  of  its  permanency  by 
publications  and  assurances  made  at  the  season  for  the  cultivation  that  no 
innovations  would  be  sought  for  therein,  but  that  it  was  the  entire  wish 
of  Government  to  maintain  it,  as  far  as  possible,  unaltered  and  unimpair- 
ed ;  and  particularly  that  no  addition  of  jumma,  further  than  was  speci- 
fied in  the  Pottahs,  should  be  asked  or  taken  from  any  of  those  who  held 
them,  or  who  would  succeed  to  their  rights,  for  in  such  a  multitude  of 
small  tenures  some  succcessions  and  alterations  in  the  names  of  the  Pottah 
holders  must  in  the  nature  of  things  be  expected  to  take  place  ;  besides 
which,  those  parts  of  the  country  which  still  remained  Cutcha  might  be 
oradunllv  reduced  by  Pottahs  into  fixed  money  settlements,  though  this 
w()uld  not  aifect  the  general  settlement  otherwise  than  probably  by  in- 
creasinc"  it  to  the  future  advantage  of  the  Raja,  for  the  revenue  payable 
to  the  Company  was  already  sufficiently  secured. 

The  Resident  had  also  applied   himself  towards  causing  the  village 
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Zemindars  and  farmers,  and  the  Amils,  where  the  riijhts  were  Cutcha,  to 
graut  Pottahs  in  a  regular  form  to  their   ryots,    specifying   accurately   the 

rates  which  they  were  to  pay,  which  might,  it  was 
4tl.  June,  1790,  not  forth-     hoped,  become  regularly  prevalent  throughout  the 

country,  to  the  greater  security  of  these  cultivators 
of  the  soil,  in  whose  favor  had  also  been  abolished  a  burthensome  custom, 
which  Wiis  very  prevnlent,  viz :  that  of  the  village  Zemindars  taking  the 
ryots'  ploughs  and  cattle  to  till  the  landholder's  own  particular  fields,  which 

services,  without  due  payment,  had  been  prohibit- 

13th  and  14tb  July  1790.         j  •      ,1  •£    j  •     i.u  r  i 

en  in  tlie  manner  specmed  in  the  proceedings  mark- 
V  ide  Appendix  H.  ,      *  •    *  .  <= 

ed  in  the  margin. 

On  the  6th  January  1791  the  Resident  issued  the  following  Circu- 
lar to  the  Amils  regarding  the  issue  of  Dustuks. 

It  appearing  that  in   view   to  your   own   profit  yon    do,  6  or  7    days  be- 
fore the  Poorunmashee  or  end   of  the  month,     issue 
Resident's  Circular   order      t^  ,      ,.        , 

to  all  the  Amils,  dated  6th     Dustucks  for  the  revenue  and  do  thereby   overburden 

January  1791.  ^^^  Zemindars  and  Ryots  with  Tulbana :   It  is  therefore 

Ciiution  regarding  the  use     written  that  with  regard  to  such  people  as  shall  not  have 

of  Dustucks.  .  •,    ,  „     ,    .     .         ,  .      ,        ^,  1      ,. 

paid  the  money  of  their  instalments  by   the   end   ot 

the  month  to  send  Dustucks  on  them  does  not  signify,  but  it  is  improper  to  do  so 

before  the  end  of  the  month,   and    if  I    learn    tliat  you    ever  do    again,   a  more 

particular  order  shall  be  issued.     Caution   is  therefore   necessary  to  be  observed 

on  this  head. 

Government  in  reply  to  the  Resident's  letter  of  the  25th  November 

last  with  its  enclosures,  transmitted,  on  the  11th  February  1791,  for  infoi- 

mation  and  guidance,  a  copy  of  the  following  Resolutions  passed  thereon 

b}'  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  and  convev- 
Government     approve    of  .  ,  _  " 

Resident's  proceedings  atid  ed  its  warmest  approbation  of  the  very  satisfacto- 
forward Resolutionsrecorded.  j   a    -i      i-        •   1     j       r   ^.i        o   ^^^i  ^     t»        •    . 

ry  details  tnrnislied  of  the  Settlement,  Receipts 
and  Disbursements  of  the  past  year,  1197,  and  of  the  ability  and  assiduity 
manifested  by  the  Resident  in  completing  the  permanent  Settlement  of  the 
Zemindaree  of  Benares  agreeably  to  the  Board's  instructions. 

"The  Board,  having  considered  the  foregoinsj  letter  from  the  Resident  at 
Benares  with  the  papere  accompanying  it,  resolved  as  follows  :  — 

Para  :  62  to  65,  that  the  pergunnah  and  Fort  of  Bijeh  Ghur  be  not  grant- 
ed to  the  Riija  and  that  the  Fort  do  continue  as  at  present  in  the  possession  of 
the  ofl&cers  of  Government. 

Para:  138.  That  the  allowance  paid  to  the  mother  of  Lukhun  Sing  by 
the  Resident  be  approved  and  confirmed  in  future  as  recommended  by  him. 
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Para  :  9?  to  100.  That  the  Resident's  proceedings  respecting  the  Joan- 
poor  Mahals  be  approved. 

Para  :  140.  That  the  Resident  be  informed,  the  Board  approve  of  his  hav- 
ing ordered  a  list  to  be  prepared  of  the  pensioners  who  lost  their  pensions  by 
the  abolition  of  the  interior  Duties  in  178S,  and  authorize  him  to  restore  such 
pensions  to  those  who,  from  sex,  age,  or  infirmity,  may  be  real  objects  of  charity. 

The  Resident  be  desired  to  transmit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment his  sentiments  regarding  the  appropriation  of  the  surplus  revenue  expected 
to  be  received  in  1198, 

Para  :  142.  That  the  khurgy,  or  tax  on  weavers,  amouutin*;  to  Rs.  1,403- 
3-3  be  abolished,  and  that  the  remaining  three  articles  in  this  paragraph  be  con- 
tinued as  heretofore. 

That  the  4  years'  Pottahs  be  confirmed  for  the  ensuing  six,  so  as  to  re- 
duce the  whole  to  a  ten  years'  settlement,  and  that  assurances  be  given  to  the 
Pottah  holders  that  as  long  as  they  continue  to  pay  their  revenue  stipulated  in 
last  year  of  the  increase,  as  specified  in  their  several  Pottahs,  they  shall  not  be 
liable  to  any  further  demand  during  their  lives. 

That  the  remainder  of  the  Resident's  proceedings  and  propositions  respect- 
ing the  settlement  of  the  neveaal  Mehals  be  approved. 

The  Resident  issued  on  the  19th  May  1791  the  following  Circular 
to  the  Amils  and  Canoongoes  relative  to  the  realization  of  the  outstanding 
balances  of  revenue. 

"  Although  the  current  revenue  has  been   hitherto  paid  with  the  utmost 

regularity  and  apparent  facility,  including  the  increase 

Resident's  Circular  to  the  ...  n     .i  i.i  j.  ^    iU       o     •  i      * 

Amils  and  Canoongoes  dated    on   this   year  of    the   settlement,   yet  the   Resident 

19th  May  1791.  understands   that  in  several  Pergunnahs  the  Mofussil 

Instructions       regarding    balances  are  still   heavy   and   outstanding   in  a  larger 

outstaadiug  Balances.  proportion   than  they   ought  to  beat    this  advanced 

period  of  the  year, 

"  This  may  be  perhaps  attributed  for  the  most  part  to  the  unavoidable 
circumstance  of  the  great  alterations  that  took  place  last  year  in  the  general 
settlement,  whereby  many  new  or  restored  Landholders,  havingrecovered  possession 
in  the  middle  of  the  year,  were  from  the  consequent  perplexities  and  losses  atten- 
dant on  settling  their  accounts  with  the  dispossessed  farmers  forced,  in  several 
instances,  to  anticipate  a  little  on  this  years'  funds  to  liquidate  their  accounts 
with  the  Amils  for  the  last,  which  degree  of  anticipation  tends  now  to  straiten 
them,  added  to  which  there  are  the  calamities  of  the  season  by  hail  whereby 
sundry  have  suffered,  in  the  Ghazeepoor  Circar  more  specially. 
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"  On  the  other  hand  there  is  however  in  their  favour  the  parmanency  of 
their  Leases,  and  the  present  enhanced  price  of  grain,  which  ought  to  enable 
them  to  bear  out  agaiust  any  temporary  difficulty  arising  from  the  circumstances 
abovementioned. 

"  At  all  events  the  Resident  thinks  it  proper,  as  there  yet  remains  a  full 
month  before  the  season  elapses  for  securing  the  revenue,  to  send,  (as  be  does 
this  day),  circular  orders  to  all  the  Amils  and  Canoongoes  enjoining  them,  iu 
terms  the  most  positive,  to  be  diligent  and  to  exert  themselves  eflfectually  towards 
the  realization  of  the  full  stipulated  revenue." 

The  Resident  reported  to  Government  on  the  11th  July   1791   that 

the  rains  had  hitherto  proved  so  very  backward 

■  eru'rriX'iSs'^JS'ed    and  scanty  in  this  part  of  the  country  that  the 

for  in  caae  famine  should  oc-     prices  of  grain  were  rising  and  very  considerable 
cur. 

apprehensions  were  entertained  of  a  consequent 
unavoidable  failure  in  the  cultivation  and  the  crops  ;  so  as  not  improba- 
bly to  occasion  in  a  very  short  time  a  scarcity  that  might  approach  to,  if 
not  become,  a  real  famine. 

Under  these  circumstances  and  although  the  season  had  not  yet 
quite  so  far  advanced  as  to  make  a  permanent  impression  and  destroy  all 
hope  in  respect  to  the  ensuing  part  of  it,  yet  as  by  the  time  an  answer  to 
this  address  could  be  received  it  would  be  nearly  so,  the  Resident  thought 
it  his  duty  thus  to  advise  Government  and  to  beg  to  be  favored  with  ^ch 
instructions  as  the  nature  of  the  case  might  require,  particularly  whether 
any  grain  should  be  purchased  for  the  consumption  of  the  troops  stationed 
within  the  Zemindaree,  or  for  such  other  purposes  as  might  prove  requi- 
site in  case  of  a  real  and  severe  scarcity. 

It  was  intimated  that  the  rains  having  fallen  plentifully  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Bahai-,  it  was  probable  that  grain  might  be  purchased  there  so  as 
to  sell  even  now  for  a  profit  in  Benares. 

On  the  19th  July  1791  the  Government  in  reply  vested  the  Resi- 
dent with  a  discretionary  power  to  provide   grain 

•rlUL'Iiel^'^''"''"    ^"^  ^^°P^  ^^^^  ""^^'^'^  measures  as  might  be  neces- 
sary  in  the  event  of  the  rains  not  having  fallen  in 
time  to  prevent  the  serious  consequences  apprehended  by  him. 

The  following  circular  was  issued  to  the  Amils  and  Canoongoes 
regarding  cultivation  of  lands  on  the  1st  July  1792. 

"As  the  season  for  the  cultivation  for  1200  Faslee  isnow  arrived,  and  as 
N 


1 
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the  favor  of  the  Almighty  has  already  bestowed  such  plentiful  raiu  ou  this  coun- 
try, it  is  therefore  incumbent  on  you  to  excite  all  the  Zemindars  and  farmers 
to  exert  themselves,  from  a  view  to  their  own  interest  and  the  permanency  of 
their  leases,  to  increase  their  cultivation  for  the  ensuing  year  above  what  it  hae 
any  where  yet  been.  To  assist  them  in  regard  to  this  and  to  settling  their  ac- 
counts with  the  Amil  and  making  out  their  farighkhut- 
vaSoaoMandr'^"^  °''^"'  ^^^^  °'  acquittances  for  the  year  1199,  i  is  hereby 
ordered  that,  in  consideration  of  the  last  years'  draught, 
whereby  they  may  have  incurred  a  greater  expense  in  Tulbaua  than  usual,  the 
whole  of  the  said  Tulbana  money  (which  is  the  right  of  Government)  be  paid 
back  or  credited  to  each  Malgoozar  in  his  accounts  with  the  Amil,  as  so  much 
-received  in  part  of  the  public  revenue ;  and  the  Amiis  will  of  course  receive 
the  like  credit  from  Government,  and  a  Chuprassy  is  put  into  each  Pergunnah 
to  see  this  order  carried  into  effect,  and  to  bring  back  the  accounts  under  the 
Canoongoe's  and  Putwary's  signature  of  how  much  Tulbana  has  been  in  conse- 
quence of  this  order  given  up, — and  you  are  also  tQ  cause  the  Zemindars  and 
/armers  to  return  in  like  manner  the  Tulbana  they  haye  collected." 

On  the  4th  August  1792,  the  Resident,  in  continuation  of  his  report 
of  the  25th  November  1790,  submitted  to  Government  the  Moolky  Trea- 
sury Account  for  the  last  Fuslee  year  1198,  in  like  manner  as  he  had  an- 
nually transmitted  the  general  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  the  Zemindaree  of  Benares  .since  he  had  held  charge. 

'      The  Mai  or  land  jumma  of  the  Fuslee  year  1198  had  increased 
above  that  of  1197  to  the  extent  of  1,08,940-11-6 
rev^'e^fe'^rVu^nforim    as  provided  for  in  the  permanent  settlement,  and 
Fuslee.  the  effective  Mai  Jumma  stood  for  the  said  year  at 

Rs.  37,10,269-10-9.  But  although  the  land  revenue  had  thus  continued  to 
prosper,  the  customs,  (virhich  were  in  their  nature  fluctuating  and  depended 
entirely  on  the  state  of  the  general  commerce  of  the  country),  had  for  the 
year  in  question  fallen  short  of  what  they  yielded  in  the  year  preceding  to 
the  amount  of  no  less  than  Rs.  89,311-9-9,  so  that  had  not  the  land  reve- 
nue improved  as  it  had  done,  there  would,  in  consequence  of  this  unexpect- 
ed defalcation  in  the  receipt  of  the  duties,  instead  of  a  small  sui*plus,  not 
have  been  at  the  close  of  the  yeas  funds  sufi&cient  to  pay  the  revenue  and 
the  Sudder  charges. 

The  entire  jumma  or  rental  of  the  district,  including  Mai  and  Per- 
^t,  or  land  revenue  and  customs  and  Sewaee,  or  incidents  and  sundries, 
amounted  for  1198  Fuslee  to  40,96,048-9-6,  or  about  three  thousand  ru- 
pees less  than  the  year  preceding,  which  was  owing,  1st  to  the  defalcation 
in  the  customs,  and  2n<ily  to  the  abolition  of  the  Chunam  Mehal  as  ordered 
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by  Government,  and  a  few  more  small  articles    as  ■would  bo  more  clearly 
seen  from  the  comparative  abstract  below. 

Total  amount  of  Mai,  Permit 
and  Sewaee  for  1107  Fuslee  as  per 
account  in  Resident's  address  of  the 
25th  of  November  1790  Rs.,  40,99,236     1     0 

Add  increase  on  Ditto  for  11 98. 

1st  In  the  Mai  or  land  re  venue,  1,08,940  11  6 

2nd  In  sundries  annexed  to  da.  996  11  6 

Total  increase  to  Mai  in  1198^  1,09,937  7  0- 

3rd  In  the  Sewaee,  or  sundries, 
including  Tulbana  &c.,  on  the  whole 
of  the  above, 1,193  14    6> 

Total  of  Surplus  Jumma  and 
receipts  beyond  1197,  1,11,131     5     6 


Total  of  Mai,  Permit  and  Se- 
waee in  1197,  with  increase  thereto. 
"»^198,  42,10,467    6    6 

Deduction : — 

1st  Amount  of  Chunan  Mehal 
abolished, 19,190    8     6 

2nd  Defalcation  in  tke  Permit 
duties,        89,311     9     a 

Srd  For  the  amount  of  certain 
charges  of  collection  defrayed  last 
year  from  the  Treasury  and  deducted 
this  year  from  the  Mai,      5,916  10    9 


Total  deficiency  or  difference 
against  the  jumma  of  1198  Rs,,  j  14418  13    0 


Result  of   Mai,  Permit  and 
Sewaee  for  1198, 1189,  40,96,048    9    e 
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Making  the  ultimate  difference  against  1 189  amount  to  Rs.  3,287-7-6 
But  this  small  difference  had  been  more  than  compensated  by  the 
recovery  of  balances  outstanding  since  1195,  (the  year  of  the  Raja's  man- 
agement), to  the  amount  of  Rs.  4,368-5-0,  and  by  the  further  sum  of  Rs. 
1,216-0-6  paid  in  by  Sheolal  Dobeh,  as  the  surplus  due  from  him  on  this 
the  3rd,  year's  account  of  his  receipts  from  the  assignments  made  to  him 
or  the  liquidation  of  his  loan  of  Rs.  85,000  to  the  Raja  to  enable  the  latter 
to  pay  up  his  revenue  to  Government  in  1195,  the  particulars  of  which 
transaction  had  already  been  fully  submitted  to  Government  under  date  the 
26th  of  April  1789.  It  was  therefore  here  only  added  that  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  debt  in  question  having  been  fully  paid  off,  a  very  fair 
and  productive  annual  addition  to  the  revenue  of  Rs.  19,176-3-6,  above  the 
total  of  the  permanent  settlement,  (as  reported  in  Resident's  address  in 
November  1790),  did  thus  from  the  beginning  of  1199  Fuslee  result  to 
Government. 

The  two  sums  noticed  in  the  last  para  :  raised  the  gross  jumma  to 
Rs.  41,01,633-4-6,  from  which  deducting,  (according  to  the  form  of  settle- 
ment in  this  Zeraindaree),  the  articles  of  Sudder  Mujray,  (the  nature  and 
constituent  articles  of  which  had  already  been  explained  in  Resident's  ad- 
dresses of  the  26th  April  1789  and  25th  November  1790),  which  amounted 
this  year  to  Rs.  65,112-9-6  and  proved  from  their  variable  nature  about  two 
thousand  rupees  more  than  last  year.  The  real  funds  available  to  Govern^ 
ment  from  the  Zemindaree  remained  for  1198  at  Rupees  40,36,250-11-0 
being  a  few  hundred  Rupees  above  what  they  yielded  the  year  preceding 
as  might  be  seen  by  that  year's  general  account. 

The  expenditure  was  a  follows  : — first,  there  had  been  paid  into  the 
Hon'ble  Company's  treasury  the  sum  of  Rs.  88,84,134-11-9,  which  with  the 
established  articles  of  yearly  deduction  made  up  the  forty  lacs  payable  to 
the  Company,  and  it  was  added  that  by  the  further  retrenchment  made  in 
these  annual  deductions,  the  sum  of  Rs.  10,197-3-3  was  this  year  realized  to 
Government  above  the  last. 

The  other  articles  of  disbursement  from  the  Moolky  Treasury  were 
of  the  old  or  Sudder  Rozeenadar's  allowances  and  in  the  general  charges  of 
the  Sudder  Cutcherry.  The  establishment  of  the  Moolky  Foujdaree  Adaw- 
lut  having  increased  in  the  last  month  of  the  year,  no  great  addition  was 
made  to  the  charges  of  1198,  but  even  if  the  charge  should  be  heavier  than 
it  was  ever  likely  to  prove,  (for  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  present 
establishment  need  be  exceeded),  it  would  be  well  bestowed,  since  there  was 
no  Court  mpre  necessary  or  useful  within  the  Zemindaree ;  nor  any   which 
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was  believed  to  be  better  administered  or  blessed  with  a  more  conscientious^ 
painstaking  and  upright  Judge. 

The  article  of  pensioners  restored  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of 
Government  under  date  the  11th  of  February  1791  was  altogether  a  new 
charge,  than  which  nothing  was  known  that  could  have  proved  more  salu- 
tary in  point  of  hamanity  and  justice,  and  the  Resident  had  felt  sincere 
gratification  in  being  the  instrument  of  rescuing  so  many  helpless  (for  none 
else  had  been  re-adraitted)  objects  from  griping  want  and  helpless  misery. 
The  expense  incurred  on  this  account  amounted  to  Rs.  13,791,  and  with  some 
additions  since  made  did  not  exceed  14^230-5-3,  so  that  the  charge  was 
still  within  the  sum  of  Rs.  15,000,  limited  for  this  really  charitable  insti- 
tution, as  noticed  in  address  of  the  25th  November  1790. 

There  was  such  a  number  of  prisoners  in  the  Moolky  Foujdaree 
Jail  as  really  to  require  a  considerable  expenditure  of  country  medicine 
as  well  as  that  some  native  doctors  should  he  entertained  to  assist  the 
Civil  Surgeon  in  this  very  heavy  and  important  charge.  It  was  therefore 
agreed,  from  a  view  to  the  necessity  of  the  case,  to  allow  the  Civil  Surgeon 
on  both  these  accounts  at  the  rate  of  50  Rs.  per  month. 

On  the  whole  the  disbursements  had  but  very  little  exceeded  those 
of  the  year  preceding,  when  they  amounted  to  1,40,134-12-6,  whilst  for 
1198  the  sum  was  only  1,46,693-9-6,  and  when  it  was  considered  that 
more  than  twenty  thousand  of  the  said  total  had  been  incurred  by  new 
articles  directed  and  authorized  by  Government,  it  would  not  be  found 
there  had  been  any  want  of  economy  in  the  annual  expenditure. 

It  was  intimated  that  Rs.  870-8-0  was  paid  for  completing  the  di- 
gest of  Custom  House  accounts  up  to  the  end  of  1196. 

•  The  balance  or  surplus  in  the  Moolky  Treasury  for  the  year  amount- 
ed to  Rs.  5,692-5-9,  which  would  remain  at  the  disposal  of  Government, 

On  the  17th  August  1792,  the  Board  in  reply  stated  that  the  com- 
plete realization  of  the  increased  land  revenue  assessed  on  the  Zeminda- 
ree  of  Benares  for  the  past  year,  under  all  the  disadvantages  arising  from 
a  most  unfavorable  season  and  without  distress  to  the  landholders  and  cul- 
tivators of  the  soil,  aflforded  a  convincing  proof  of  the  solidity  of  the  per- 
manent arrangements  and  of  the  prosperous  state 
Govt,  reply  to  the  above.  m-  ^  .        , 

of  the  country.     With  respect  to  the  decrease  in 

the  Customs,  they  were  aware  that  this  branch  of  Revenue  was  liable  to 
fluctuation,  nor  could  any  inference  be  drawn  from  this  deficiency  u  ifavor- 
able  to  the  state  of  trade  in  Benares,  as  the  duties  were  raised  chiefly  on 
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goods  passing  through  the  Zeraindaree  from  the  Company's  dominions  or 
the  Western  Provinces,  the  quantity  and  value  of  which  depended  upon 
causes  that  related  soleJy  to  the  trade  of  those  countries. 

The  payment  of  Rs.  50  per  month  from  the  Moolky  Treasury  to 
the  Civil  Surgeon  for  native  doctors  and  medicines  for  the  prisoners  in  the 
Moolky  Foujdaree  Adawlut  and  the  additional  sum  disbursed  in  complet- 
ing the  digest  of  the  Custom  house  accounts  to  the  end  of  1 196  were  autho- 
rized. 

The  surplus  of  Rs.  5,692-6-9  Temaiaing  in  the  Moolky  Treasury 
was  directed  to  be  appropriated  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Hin- 
doo College. 

The  approbation  which  the  Board  had  frequently  expressed  of  Mr. 
Duncan's  very  able  and  successful  administration  of  the  Benares  Zeminda- 
ree  was  with  much  satisfaction  repeated. 

The  account  of  the  Moolky  Treasury  for  the  Fuslee  year  1199  end- 

r.   -J    ^.         -i    ^  *u      inff  with  the  last  day  of  August  1792  was  sub- 
Residents  report  oti  the  .      °  Jo' 

accounts  of  1199  Fuslee  mitted  to  Government  on  the  17th  October  1792. 
1191-92  A.  D. 

It  was  remarked  that  on  the  debtor  side  of  this 

account  there  was  not  much  to  notice ;  except  that  the  increase  on  this 

3rd  year  of  the  Settlement  of  the  land  revenue  amounted  to    Rupees 

59,386-14  6,  exclusive  of  a  new  annual  fund  of  Rs.  19,176-3-6  in  Joun- 

pore,  arising  from  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  to  Sheolal  Dobeh,  for  the 

gradual  payment  of  which  debt  the  said  sura  was  for  3  years  mortgaged  ; 

whence  it  happened  to  be  omitted  in  the  general  account  of  the  funds  for 

the  permaneot  Settlement. 

The  total  increase  on  the  Mai  or  land  revenue 
for  1199  above  the  year  preceding  amounted  to,    ...  79,837    4    6 

And  that  on  the  Customs,  as  per  the  net  rea- 
lized collection  to,        ♦ 25,491    7    6 


Total  of  Mai  and  Permit, 1,05.328  12    0 


The  subsidiary  article  of  Sewaee,  (under  which  was  usually  included 
Tulbana  and  all  other  incidents),  was  less  than  last  year,  because  owing  to 
the  relief  which  as  a  duty  was  afiforded  to  the  distress  of  the  season,  (arising 
from  the  continued  and  excessive  draught  that  prevailed  throughout  it,) 
the  far  greater  part  of  the  Tulbana,  as  collected  by  the  Amils  during  the 
year,  was  ordered  to  be  paid  back  to  the  parties  (viz.,  the  village  Zemindars 
and  farmers),  or  allowed  for  in  the  accounts  of  their  respective  balances, 
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The  established  article  of  Mofussil  Mujray  was  much  the  same  ia 
amount  as  last  year,  having  however  been  increased  nearly  two  thousand 
rupees  from  remissions  that  were  allowed  under  this  head  in  one  or  two 
districts  owing  to  the  calamity  of  the  season,  the  effects  of  which  were 
such,  particularly  in  the  Pergunnahs  of  Chownsa  and  Nirwun,  that  a 
farther  sum  of  Rupees  18,716-6-9  was  remitted  to  the  Zemindars,  farmers 
and  r3'ots,  together  with  Rs.  5,000  to  the  A  mil  of  Gurwara,  having  been 
to  the  latter  no  more  than  an  equitable  compensation  for  the  unavoidable 
greater  loss  he  had  sustained  by  the  extraordinary  depreciation  in  the  va- 
lue of  the  Pice  current  in  that  Pergunnah  and  in  which  the  revenue  was 
paid  there  ;  and  the  usual  profits  whereupon  were  charged  by  Government 
to  the  Amil  and  made  part  of  the  assigned  funds  for  his  collections,  as 
would  be  seen  from  Resident's  address  on  the  decennial  Settlement 

Besides  these  few  separate  and  unavoidable  remissions  in  particu- 
lar pergunnahs,  an  engagement  had  been  made  with  the  village  Zemindars 
and  Farmers  in  general  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  that  paii;  of  the 
heavy  expense  incurred  by  then  in  digging  wells  should  be  paid  from  the 
Treasury,  a  measure  in  itself  essentially  necessary  and  indeed  altogether 
indispensable  to  enable  them  to  raise  their  crops  in  a  season  altogether  so 
unpropitious,  and  therefore  the  expense  of  this  encouragement  was  not  to 
be  regretted,  since,  without  it,  it  Avas  highly  probable  the  produce  of  the 
year's  harvests  would  have  proved  totally  inadequate  either  to  the  suste- 
nance of  the  inhabitants  or  to  the  payment  of  the  revenue  due  to  Govern- 
ment, whereas  both  these  ends  had  been  accomplished  and  the  year  had 
been  got  through  with  much  less  difficulty  and  far  greater  regularity  in  the 
receipt  of  the  established  public  rental  than  what  could  have  been  expect- 
ed at  the  outset.  Wherefore  it  was  hoped  that  Government  would  saiic- 
tion  the  grant  made  to  the  landholders  and  farmers  for  expenses  in  well 
digging  throughout  about  |ths  of  the  country,  (all  the  Pergunnahs  not  haiv- 
ing  required  it),  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  35,990-6-3,  making,  with  the  other 
remissions  above  stated,  a  disbursement  or  relinquishment  of  Rs.  62,579-1 5-9 
on  account  of  the  calamity  of  the  season  ;  notwithstanding  which,  as  all  this 
remission  was  still  much  below  the  increase  of  the  year,  including  the  sur- 
plus realized  from  the  customs,  there  had  after  all  been  funds  sufficient  as 
well  for  the  payment  of  the  Company's  Jumm*  as  for  defraying  the  new 
establishments  of  the  Hindoo  College,  &c. 

The  amount  hitherto  paid  for  the  last  yeat  into-  the  Company's 
Treasury  had  been  38,66,390-5-6,  being  17,744-6-3  less  than  the  prpccding 
one,  the  difference  having  been  occasioned  by  the  amount  of  duty 
given  up  on  the  large  importations  of  grain  from  Bengal,  Behar  and  Oude 
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for  the  consumption  of  the  frequented  and  populous  city  of  Benares  ;  to 
which  importations,  made  as  well  by  Government  as  by  individuals,  was 
principally,  under  God's  Providence,  to  be  ascribed  the  fact  of  the  city  hav- 
ing escaped  a  famine,  which  most  of  the  inhabitants,  judging  from  former 
experience,  thought  for  a  long  time  unavoidable. 

The  charges  under  the  head  of  the  Sudder  Cutcherry,  including 
Ameens,  the  Civil  and  Criminal  Moolky  Adawluts,  the  Moolky  Treasury 
contingencies.  Raja's  Mutsuddies,  &c.  had  nothing  in  them  deserving  of 
notice  as  they  were  all  according  to  the  established  regulations.  The  char- 
ges for  sowars  and  extra  ch  uprassees  had  been  this  year,  (owing  to  the 
greater  cares  entailed  by  the  season),  somewhat  higher  than  last,  though 
not  so  much  so  as  to  render  any  particular  enumeration  of  the  causes  for 
each  minute  addition  requisite. 

The  establishment  of  Rozeenadars,  begun  in  the  last,  (as  explained 
in  Resident's  address  of  the  4th  of  August),  amounted  for  the  present  year, 
1190,  to  Rs.  14,188-11-9,  and  was  thus  still  within  the  fifteen  thousand 
Rupees  to  which  it  was  originally  meant  to  be  limited.  Signed  Certificates 
had  been  given  to  each  of  the  recipients  specifying  the  respective  monthly 
pensions  to  which  they  were  entitled  for  the  period  of  their  several  lives 
only  ;  to  the  end  that  the  intent  of  the  institution  might  not  be  perverted 
by  converting  these  charitable  allowances  into  a  sort  of  hereditary  and 
mortmained  estate  for  the  nourishment  of  idleness,  as  was  too  much  the 
case  with  those  Rozeenadars  who  were  partakers  in  the  other  annual  fund 
of  Rs.  33,296-7-0,  to  whom  their  small  pensions  bad,  through  use  and  abuse, 
devolved  and  were  held  by  hereditary  succession.  A  reformation  in  this  last 
noticed  institution  had  been  desired  by  issuing  to  the  pensioners  similar 
Certificates  entitling  them  to  those  allowances  for  their  lives  only  ;  but  as 
they  strongly  objected,  to  this  innovation,  pleading  that  these  pensions 
stood  to  them  in  lieu  of  landed  estates,  which  they  had  been  deprived  of 
under  the  native  Government,  the  idea  of  making  any  alteration  in  the 
nature  or  extent  of  their  rights  was  given  up. 

The  next  article  of  expense  was  that  for  the  new  Hindoo  College 
which  had  b  een  defrayed  from  the  surplus  funds  for  the  revenue  without 
subjecting  the  Company  to  any  charge  whatsoever.  The  total  expense  for 
the  year  in  question  had  amounted  to  Rs.  14,397,  under  which  an  improve- 
ment or  addition  had  been  made  to  the  original  establishment  by  a  provi- 
sion for  four  Pundits  to  read  the  four  Veds  daily,  and  as  the  General  Esta- 
blishment, in  conformity  to  the  Board's  Order,  would  stand  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  previous  September  at  20,000  Rs.  per  annum,  there  was  reason 
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to  believe  that  the  Institution  would  duly  advance  in  a  progression  of  im- 
provement to  the  advantage  of  learning  and  the  preservation  and  cultiva- 
tion of  Indian  Science  and  divinity. 

All  the  other  articles  of  dishurseme.nt,  except  that  for  well  digging 
already  explained,  were  neither  numerous  nor  heavy  in  their  amount. 

The  balance  of  account  after  all  these  disbursements  amounted  to 
Rs.  25,821-5-0,  of  which  however  only  Rs.  19,788-8-9  were  in  cash  in  the 
Treasury,  and  the  rest,  to  the  amount  of  6,032-12-3,  was  still  outstanding. 

Out  of  this  surplus  was  first  to  be  deducted  or  repaid  about  ten 
thousand  rupees  which  the  Amils  of  the  Pergunnah  of  Nirwun  and  Dhoos 
had  paid  in  over  and  above  the  actually  ascertained  funds  for  the  jumma  of 
the  year  in  their  respective  Pergunnahs,  which  was  done  at  a  time  of  the  year 
when  there  was  great  apprehension  that  the  public  funds  might  fall  short 
even  of  the  Company's  Jumma  ;  and  therefore  these  Amils  were,  (as  many 
others  would  have  been  if  necessary),  willing  to  make  a  small  advance  from 
themselves  for  the  greater  proportional  deficiency  for  the  year  in  question 
of  their  respective  districts.  It  was  meant  then  to  repay  them  from  the 
ensuing  year's  surplus  ;  but  as  the  last  year  had  on  the  whole  turned  out 
more  favorably  than  was  imagined,  there  remained  no  occasion  to  delay 
this  repayment,  and  it  had  accordingly  been  ordered  that  the  accounts  be 
accurately  drawn  up  and  delivered  in,  so  that  the  liquidation  might  im- 
mediately take  place. 

As  after  this  repayment  there  would  still  remain  a  surplus  of  about 
ten  thousand  rupees,  it  was  wished  to  have  it  applied  to  the  relief  and  sup- 
port of  such  industrious  and  w^ell  meaning  village  Zemindars  and  farmers 
as  should  on  enquiry  appear  to  have  been,  notwithstanding  their  best  exer- 
tions, severe  sufferers  of  the  last  year's  drought,  as  there  was  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  these  effects,  (as  far  as  such  real  and  worthy  objects  of  support 
were  concerned),  would  by  a  judicious  distribution  of  this  sum  be  nearly, 
if  not  wholly,  obviated  and  re  medied.  It  was  therefore  recommended  that 
Government  should  allow  the  conscientious  appropriation  of  the  said  ulti- 
mate surplus  to  the  end  in  question,  for  although  the  Resident  had,  during 
the  course  of  the  year,  done  all  in  his  power  to  shelter  those  who  paid  the 
revenue  from  exactions  above  their  means,  without  at  the  same  time  allow- 
ing himself  to  be  deceived  by  fictitious  pretexts  of  inability,  yet  iii  so  exten- 
sive a  tract  of  country,  it  might  very  well  be  admitted  that  some  instances 
of  comparative  hardship  might  \mavoidably,  under  such  general  circum- 
stances of  public  calamity,  have  occurred  without  even  coming  to  his  know- 
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ledge;  to  the  relief  of  which  this  surplus,  which   properly   appertained  to 
nobody,  could,  it  was  thought,  be  justly  appUed. 

Government  forwarded  to  the  acting  Re  sident  at  Benares  on  the 
23rd  November  1792  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Duncan  in  Calcutta,  in- 
timating that  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  ill  consequences  resulting  from 
the  lately  restored  Zemindars  of  Benares  having  recourse  to  violence 
against  each  other  on  boundary  claims,  he  had  thought  it  necessary  shortly 
before  he  left  Benares  to  isssue  a  circular  notifica- 
Steps  taken  to  prevent     ^i^Q    establishing  as  a  rule  that,  in  all  such  cases, 

boundary  affrays.  '  o  >  > 

the  right  of  tenure,  as  held  under  their  pottahs, 
of  the  parties  so  offending  should  be  suspended,  and  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  from  the  ryots  within  the  territory  included  in  such  pottah  be 
made  immediately  by  the  officers  of  Govermmeut,  till  the  merits  of  the 
case  should  have  been  regularly  tried  and  decided  on.  Mr.  Duncan  had 
strong  hopes  that  this  Regulation,  joined  to  the  severe  example  lately  made 
in  the  case  of  the  Zemindars  of  Secunderpoor,  would  tend  powerfully 
to  restrain  the  Zemindars  in  question  froiji  being  guilty  of  similar  acts  of 
violence  in  time  to  come.  At  the  same  time,  as  the  regulation  in  question 
was  meant  only  to  act  as  a  check  on  the  parties  in  question,  any  of  thera 
who  might  by  its  operation  be  dispossessed  of  the  management  of  their 
lands  in  the  course  of  the  year  should  be  re-admitted  after  the  matter  had 
passed  through  a  regular  enquiry,  or  at  most  from  the  beginning  of  the 
next  and  each  succeeding  Fuslee  year,  on  their  entering  into  and  deliver- 
ing ample  security  for  their  future  quiet  and  poacable  behaviour.  The 
Governor  General  in  Council  had  approved  of  the  notification  refeiTcd  to. 

On    the  22nd  July  1794,  the  Resident,  Mr.  J.  Duncan,  reparted  to 
Government  with   reference  to  the  Sub-Secretary's  letter  of  the  3rd   of 
March  that  he  had  had  a  general  knowledge,   though  without  any  official 
intimation,  of  the  intentions  of  Government  and  had  in  consequence  al- 
ready taken    some  steps  tending  to  ascertain  the    state  of  the  Rajahs 
mind  and  disposition  towards  a  concurrence  in  the  projected  alteration  of 
system  for  this  Province.     As  nothing  decisive  had  yet  ensued,  he  intimat- 
ed that  a  future  opportunity  would  be  taken  to  submit  to  Government  the 
result  of  his  endeavours  to  convince  the  Raja  of   the  advantages  that  the 
introduction  of  the  Governor  General's  plan  of  administration   was  calcula- 
ted to  secure  to  his  country.     Unhappily  the  Raja's 
Feeling  of  ^•^''^^^J*^^^^    education  and  habits  tended  to  prevent  his  so  readi ly 
changes  in  tho  management    distinguishing  the    measures    contemplated    from 
those  that  were,  or  that  he  supposed  to  be  more 
immediately  connected  with  his  own  personal  power  and  consequence. 
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Wherefore  he  did  not  perceive  the  dimiDution  so  much  in  what  he  had 
hitherto  affected  to  consider  as  only  a  temporary  and  single  interposition 
on  the  Resident's  part,  as  in  the  permanent  introduction  of  a  new  system 
to  be  superintended  by  several  officers,  but  yet  Mr.  Duncan  did  not  despair, 
if  not  of  convincing  his  understanding,  still  to  be  able  to  gain  in  due  time 
bis  ultimate  assent  to  the  wishes  of  Government. 

The  part  which,  since  his  return  to  Benares  in  March  last,  Mr.  Duncan 
knew  would  be  assigned  to  him,  of  obtaining  the  Raja's  acquiescence  to  a 
great  political  object,  had  made  him  more  tender  than  he  might  otherwise 
have  been  of  exercising  even  the  usual  degree  of  control  in  respect  to  the 
Raja's  or  his  OflScer's  management  of  the  few  districts  that  were  still  en- 
trusted to  him  ;  for  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Resident,  there  were  a  varie- 
ty of  complaints  preferred  by  considerable  bodies  of  the  Raja's  ryots  from 
his  family  pergunuah  of  Gungapoor  or  Kuswar,  which  on  his  written  re- 
monstrance and  request  that  the  Resident  would 
fe^'i^'lttlf"  *^°S;  leave  his  authority  unimpaired  over  these,  (whom 
with  the  Raja's  management,  the  Raja  desmed  more  especially  his  own  ryots,) 
the  Resident  had  generally  consented  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible,  con- 
tenting himself  in  most  of  these  cases  with  only  recommending  to  the 
Raja  to  enquire  himself  into  the  alleged  grievances,  as  well  as  to  guard 
against  too  implicitly  submitting  his  own  judgment  (as  he  had  long  been 
in  the  habit  of  doing)  to  that  of  his  principal  Dewan,  Baboo  Duleep  Sing, 
who  had  ever  borne  a  very  unfavorable  character  for  severity  and  harshness 
to  the  ryots.  The  consequences  hitherto  resulting  from  these  measures 
bad  been  that  the  Raja's  confidence  was  said  to  have  become  considerably 
shaken  in  and  withdrawn  from  the  man  in  question,  and  that  he  had 
begun  to  venture  to  act  without  consulting  the  said  Dewan, — a  change 
which  was  also  agreeable  to  and  of  course  promoted  by  Ranee  Golaub 
Koowur,  the  Raja's  grandmother,  to  whom  he  was  generally  in  all  respects 
submissive. 

The  principal  complaints  preferred  against  the  Raja's  management 
were  in  the  district  of  Kuswar,  for  breach  of  agreements  with  his  under 
renters  and  for  over  exactions  of  revenue,  for  both  of  which  considerable 
scope  was  allowed  in  consequence  of  Government 
RajaTteta^ts'^/Tx^Uo^  °ot  having,  (for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  Resident's 
*<'•  address  of  the  25th  of  November  1790,  on  the  10 

and  4  years  Mofussil  settlement),  extended  the  interior  arrangements  of  the 
general  settlement  into  those  parts  of  the  district,  but  left  them  on  the 
former  footing  of  temporary  Pottahs  or  of  collecting  according  to  the  pro- 
duce. 
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Besides  these  complaints  from  the  Raja's  own  immetliate  tenures, 
there  had  been  some  preferred  against  his  Officer's  management  as  Amil 
or  collector  in  the  two  districts  of  Kernadaury  and  Jalhoopoor ;  of  which, 
after  their  interior  settlement  had  been  fixed,  the  Resident  consented  to 
gratify  him  or  his  family  with  the  collectorship ;  and  as  from  one  of  the 
renters  of  the  first  mentioned  of  these  places,  there  was  an  undue,  though,  not 
very  considerable,  exaction  of  Annual  revenue  clearly  ascertained  to  have 
been  made  by  Baboo  Duleep  Sing  (the  Raja's  manager)  over  and  above  the 
sum  specified  in  the  Government's  settlement,  it 

Raja's  manager  required  to  •     i  i  ^  •     i       i 

refund  an  amount  unduly  became  strictly  a  duty,  and  was  indeed  unavoid* 
able,  that  he  should  be  made  to  refund  the  amount 
to  the  party  inj  ured  and  also  to  allow  the  latter  to  account  for  his  revenue 
in  future  directly  to  Government  by  paying  it  himself  into  the  Treasury  of 
Benares,  according  to  the  provision  made  for  that  purpose,  as  notified  in  the 
aforesaid  address  on  the  general  settlement. 

The  complaints  from  Jalhoopoor  were  however  of  a  different  nature 
and  much  more  difficult  of  ascertainment,  having  been  for  secret  and  small 
nuzzers  and  other  petty  exactions  under  the  well  known  heads  of  Bhet, 
Tulbana,  Multana  or  Batta  &c.  exacted  by  or  given 
actio^f*"*  o  pe  y  ex-  ^q  ^]jg  Officers  and  mutsuddees  immediately  era- 
ployed  in  the  collections,  the  proof  of  which  depend- 
ed, and  for  the  most  part  admitted  in  this  instance,  (as  well  as  in  the 
cases  of  several  other  districts  and  pergunnahs  besides  the  Raja's,  from 
which  it  was  but  fair  to  add  that  similar  complaints  had  also  been  received), 
of  no  surer  evidence  than  the  assertions  or  personal  oaths  of  the  complain- 
ants, corroborated  more  or  less  by  the  accounts  kept  by  their  Putwarees, 
which  were  generally,  if  not  always,  of  these  complainant's  owe  dictating. 
It  became  often  a  matter  of  serious  difficulty  to  form  a  satisfactory  judg- 
ment on  such  appeals,  since,  however  probable  in  themselves,  (notwithstand- 
ing the  precautions  adopted  and  a  seperate  and  solemn  engagement  entered 
into  by  the  Ami  Is  against  such  practices  as  specified  in  the  Resident's  letter 
of  the  26th  December  1789),  yet  perhaps  but  few  such  cases  could  occur 
where  that  degree  of  clear  proof  and  certainty  could  be  adduced  as  were 
necessary  to  constitute  the  basis  of  any  regular  judicial  award  for  restoration 
of  sums  or  other  articles  thus  claimed  to  have  been  clandestinely  given  or 
exacted. 

The  view  however  of  the  circumstances  thus  alleged  and  brought 
before  the  Resident  in  the  course  of  several  enquiries  into  complaints  for 
exactions  of  this  description  had  naturally  turned  his  thoughts  to  the 
means  of  providing  such  additional  checks  as  might  seem  the  most  likely 
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to  obviate  their  cause,  which,  as  far  as  it  might  have  had  existence,  could 
only  be  attributed  to  the  too  great  dependence  that  the  Zemindars  and 
farmers  lay  still  under  towards  the  Amils,  who  might  also  probably  be 
found  chargeable  with  having  in  some  instances  availed  themselves  of  their 
situations  to  make  occasional  innovations  and  alterations  in  the  Settlement 
of  1790,  without  having  always  perhaps  advised 
AiSuSth^th'^ Settbmente  ^^^  obtained  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Resi- 
dency ;  in  excuse  for  which  some  of  them  now 
pleaded  the  idea  they  entertained  that  on  the  expiration  of  the  four  years' 
Settlement,  the  Pottahs  for  that  period  were  no  longer  binding,  although 
the  contrary  (as  far  as  respected  themselves  and  the  Government)  was  pub- 
lished throughout  the  country  on  the  receipt  of  the  Board's  orders  of  the 
11th  of  February  1791,  which  extended  the  term  of  the  4  as  well  as  of  the 
10  years'  Pottahs  to  the  lives  of  the  parties,  the  natural  demise  of  many  of 
whom  and  the  voluntary  resignation  and  relinquishment  of  several  others 
among  the  class  of  farmers,  at  the  expiration  of  their  4  years'  Cabooleeuts, 
had  of  course  contributed  to  swell  the  catalogue  of  these  annulled  leases. 

But  independent  of  these  causes  another  principal  source  of  alter- 
ation in  the  settlement  arose  from  that  of  3  or  4 
to^e^'SSns  ^""^  *^°  Pergunnahs  (such  as  Dhoos,  Nirwun  and  Chownsa) 
having  failed,  either  from  having  been  originally 
too  highly  assessed  or  from  the  calamity  of  bad  seasons,  as  had,  in  parti- 
cular, been  the  misfortune  of  the  last  mentioned  Pergunnah,  which  situa- 
ted at  the  confluence  of  the  Caramnassa  with  the  Ganges  had  during  seve- 
ral years  past  been  almost  annually  visited  by  extraordinary  droughts, 
followed  during  the  course  of  the  season  by  violent  bail  storms  which  had 
more  than  once  levelled  a  large  portion  of  the  scanty  crop  which  the  poor 
husbandmen  of  this  peculiarly  devoted  district  had  been  able  to  raise  to  a 
state  of  approaching  maturity. 

Yet  notwithstanding  the   operation  of  all  these  causes,  the  far  great- 
er  number  of  the  Pottahs  issued  on  the  general 
Large  majority  of  pottahs     gettlement  were  still  permanent,  in  so  much  that 

gtill  stauding  good.  ^ 

of  about  4,700  granted,  not  quite  700,  or  about  a 

7th  had,  during  the  course  of  the  5  years  that  had  elapsed,  been  given  up, 

or  had  become  otherwise  ineffectual,  and  required  now  to  be  renewed,  which 

might  easily  take  place  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  season,  upon  such 

grounds  of  certainty,  ascertainable  from  a  view  to 
Those  that  had  been  giv-  /•     t.    •     /•  -i 

en  up  could  be  easily  arrang-     the  causes  ot  their  taiiure,  as  to  leave  but  little 
chance  of  the  recurrence  of  similar  disappoint- 
ments, unless  in  the  instances  of  such  an  uncommon  series  of  calamity 
from  season  as  had  been  above  noticed. 
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In  the  meantime  the  Resident  had  not  scrupled  to  make  advances 
from  the  surplus  revenue  of  former  years  towards  providing  for  improve- 
ment and  bringing  into  complete  state  of  cultivation  (which  it  was  trusted 
would  be  fully  effected  during  the  present  rainy  season)  the  two  Pergun- 
nahs  of  Chownsa  and  Dhoos ;  and  orders  had  been 

Money  advances  made  and      ...... 

other  steps  taken  to  improve  issued  lor  admitting  to  general  restoration  those 
backward  cultivation.  Pottahdars  whom  the  Arails  should  appear  to  have 

clandestinely  or  wrongfully  dispossessed,  accompanied  by  a  proclamation 
throughout  the  country  as  to  the  permanency  of  the  Settlement  of  1790. 
Notwithstanding  however  these  few  preparatory  steps,  a  period  of  at  least 
some  months  longer,  if  not  all  the  ensuing  Fuslee  year,  might  be  requisite 
to  enable  the  Resident  to  leave  the  district  in  that  state  wherein  it  would 
be  his  ambition  to  see  it  placed.  In  relation  to  this,  there  would  be  sub- 
mitted for  the  consideration  of  Government  the  heads  of  such  articles  of 
regulation  or  improvement  as  seemed  advisable  on  the  foundation  of  the 
existing  system,  with  a  view  also  to  their  not  proving  at  least  generally  re- 
pugnant, but  perhaps  for  the  most  part  sufficiently  adapted  to  coincide  and 
assimilate  with  the  one  that  was  intended  to  follow  it. 

In  the  first  place,  the  present  Amils'  leases  having  all  expired  from 
the  end  of  the  Fuslee  year  1200  or   September 

Question     as     to     wbat        ^  ,  .   , 

should  be  done  with  the  1793,  they  might  now  be  all  considered  as  remov- 
able, but  independent  of  the  general  idea  of  per- 
manency held  out  to  them  by  the  Board's  orders  of  the  21st  of  October 
1789,  it  seemed  very  doubtful,  (for  the  causes  referred  to  in  the  Resident's 
already  quoted  letter  on  the  general  settlement  of  1790),  whether  a  better 
body  of  men  could  be  substituted  in  their  places.  That  some  such  oflScers 
must  be  maintained,  as  well  for  the  collections  of  the  revenue  as  the  main- 
tenance of  the  peace  and  police  of  the  several  Pergunnahs,  was  thought  to 
be  unavoidable. 

All  then  perhaps  that  could  with  safety  be  effected,  or  was  in  reali- 
ty in  this  respect  desirable,  might  consist  in  the  li- 
e^ater  lieck^!^'"*^  "^^^^     mitation  and  diminution  of  their  authority,  by  re- 
ducing them  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  I  evel  of 
mere  collectors,  but  still  perhaps  holding  them  responsible,  as  they  were, 
for  the  due  and  regular  realization  of  the  revenue  ascertained  by  the  Put- 
tahs  and  settlement  to  be  payable  within  their  respective  Amildarees  or 
collectorships.     When   the  new  system  was  introduced  into   Benares,  it 
would  become  a  subject  of  consideration  how  far  the  rules  laid  down  for 
making  the  collections  within  the  Provinces  might  be  found  suitable  to  be 
either  immediately  or  gradually  introduced,  or  be  allowed  to  supersede  the 
present  local  practice  and  rules  for  realizing  the  revenue,  which,  although. 
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attended  by  some  inconveniences  such  as  might,  for  example,  arise  out  of 
degree  of  discretion  thence  assumable  by  the  Amils,  (as  explained  in  the 
Report  of  November  1790  on  the  general  settlement),  of  levying  Tulbana 
(fpr  the  amount  of  which  they  were  afterwards  accountable  to  Government), 
on  parties  in  arrear,  as  a  spur  towards  the  regular  discharge  of  the  reve- 
nue, yet  it  was  apprehended,  that  whatever  occasional  abuse  this  mode  of 
process  might  be  liable  to,  it  could  hardly  be  given  up,  though  it  might 
probably  admit  of  further  regulation  ;  and  it  might  even  perhaps  be  found 
preferable,  in  this  district,  to  the  introduction  of  the  expedient  that  had 
been  so  long  resorted  to  in  Bengal  and  Behar  of 
and°Shlfru"eslr^reaHz^  Government  levying  the  balances  by  the  public 
ing  revenue  not  desirable  for     g^je   of  the  lands  of  the  defaulters,  an  extremity 

Benares  Province.  ■^ 

which,  not  only  from  the  numerous  Putteedars  or 
inferior  partners  who  held  immediately  under,  though  their  names  were 
not  all  specified  in  each  Government's  Pottah,  but  from  its  never  appearing 
to  have  been  practised  as  a  general  rule  in  this  part  of  the  country,  might, 
it  was  feared,  occasion  considerable  confusion,  and,  even  in  some  cases,  open 
resistance  and  rebellion  by  any  vigorous  or  general  execution  of  that  part 
of  the  revenue  regulations  in  this  part  of  the  Hon'ble  Company's  posses- 
sions, notwithstanding  the  clause  to  that  effect  in  the  Cabooleeuts  of  the 
present  Pottahdars,  which  was  rather  to  be  considered  as  useful,  in  as  far  as  it 
mi^^ht  tend  to  awe  the  general  body  of  these  renters  into  a  regular  discharge 
of  their  revenue  than  as  calculated  to  be  carried  into  general  practice. 

To  extend  therefore  as  much  security  and  freedom  to  the  general 
Rules  proposed  to  be  ad-     body  of  the  natives  in  regard  to  the   collection  of 

ted  for  relieving  the  people  n  ,1  •  -i         i        •    1  , 

from  undue  exactions  &c.        the  revenue,  as,  all  thmgs  considered,  might  prove 
in  the  main  the  most  advantageous  to  them,  some  or  all  of  the  follow- 
ing measures  appeared  to  be  requisite. 

First  To  restore  and  improve  the  Mofussil  Settlement,  as  made  in 
1790,  wherever  it  might  stand  in  need  of  it,  from  the  unfavorable  opera- 
tion of  any  or  all  of  the  several  causes  above  enumerated,  for  which  pur- 
pose preparatory  steps  were  being  taken  by  the  Resident. 

Secondly.  To  regulate  and  limit  the  exaction  of  Tulbana,  by  Gov- 
ernment fixing  the  rules  thereof  for  every  Pergunnah,  and  by  rendering 
it  penal  in  any  Amil  or  Collector  to  issue  Tullub  Chitty  and  Dustuk  ex- 
cept it  be  attested  by  the  Canoongoes ;  and  that  they  should  have  endors- 
ed thereon  the  rate  of  Tulbana  to  be  exacted,  besides  their  being  them- 
selves bound  to  keep  an  exact  registry  of  the  sunas  thence  realized  in  or- 
der that  the  full  amount  thereof  might  at  the  end  of  tiie  year  be  paid  intp. 
the  Moolky  Treasury  in  conformity  to  their  existing  engagements. 
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Thirdly.  That  it  be  aa  object  with  the  Resident  for  the  time  being, 
to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  more  than  one  Pergunnah  being  held  by 
one  Amil  or  Collector,  or  by  an  Amil  who  would  generally  remain  in  the 
city  of  Benares,  instead  of  his  district,  so  as  to  avoid  the  two  evils  arising 
from  Naibships  and  non-residence. 

Fourthly.  That  from  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  Fuslee  year  it 
be  proclaimed  throughout  the  country  that  all  Zemindars  and  farmers 
holding  Pottahs  from  Government  had  the  option  of  paying  the  amount 
of  their  respective  quotas  of  the  public  revenue  either  to  the  Amil  of 
their  district  or  directly  into  the  Treasury  of  Government  at  Benares,  pro- 
vided that  in  the  latter  case,  they  first  delivered  in  the  personal  security  of 
a  banker  or  other  substantial  person  for  the  due  and  regular  paymeut  of 
their  several  kists  ;  and  that,  to  enable  them  to  procure  and  pay  the  con- 
sideration usually  required  for  such  security,  they  be  allowed  one  half  of 
the  Dehyek  or  10  per  cent,  and  of  the  \\  per  cent.  Bhuray,  chargeable  on 
their  respective  portions  of  the  rental,  (as  noticed  in  the  Resident's  letter 
on  the  general  settlement),  now  allowed  to  the  Amils  on  the  entire  Jumma 
of  each  Amildaree  or  collectorship  ; — the  other  moiety  of  the  said  Deh- 
yek and  Bhuray,  arising  from  each  person's  proportion  of  the  revenue  being 
either  continued  to  the  Amil,  (who  was  however  no  longer  to  retain  any 
revenue  authority  over  such  persons),  in  case  the  charge  of  the  general 
peace  and  protection  of  their  parts  of  the  districts  should  still  be  left  with 
him ;  or  otherwise  that  the  amount  of  these  centages  be  reserved  for  the 
advantage  of  Government  or  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  such  a  local 
jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  the  Sircar  as  might  become  necessary  in  lieu  of 
the  Amils,  in  respect  to  places  thus  separated  from  their  authority. 

It  was  observed  that  this  last  proposed  regulation  must  tend  pow- 
erfully to  secure,  in  favor  of  those  who  thus  contributed  to  the  revenue, 
an  entire  emancipation  from  even  any  danger  of  every  species  of  undue 
exaction  on  the  part  of  the  Amils,  who  would  thence  be  stimulated  by  the 
powerful  consideration  of  their  own  profit  and  credit,  to  retain  by  mild 
and  accommodating  treatment  as  many  of  those  Pottahdars  as  they  could 
in  any  wise  prevail  upon  to  pay  the  revenue  to  their  Cutcherry. 

The  adoption  of  these  suggestions  and  the  introduction  of  such  fur- 
ther detailed  regalations  as  would  flow  from  them,  might,  it  was  thought, 
ensure  nearly  all  the  advantages  that  Benares  wanted  or  was  capable  of  en- 
joying, at  least  on  the  footing  of  the  existing  system,  as  far  as  regards  its 
revenue  Department,  and  the  correction  of  the  greatest  evil  it  was  now 
liable  to  by  the  extinction  of  all  undue  authority  or  excessive  influence  on 
the  part  of  the  Amils ;  more  especially  if,  in  respect  to  the  general  adminis- 
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tration  of  justice,  local  courts  to  be  superintended  by  the  Cazee  and  Canoon- 
goes,  and  either  connected  with  or  separate  from  the  Amil's  authority,  (as 
might  be  thought  fit),  were  instituted  with  regulations  and  powers  to  act 
in  subordination  to  the  superior  judicatures  at  Benares,  on  principles  alikd 
in  some  degree  to  those  on  which  the  inferior  Courts  had  been  established 
in  the  Province  of  Malabar.  It  was  noted  that  such  an  institution  was  en- 
tirely in  consistence  with  and  formed  even  a  recommendatory  part  of  the 
judiciary  measures  contained  in  the  Marquis  of  Cornwallis*  minute  on  which 
the  present  plan  of  interior  administration  for  Bengal  and  Behar  was  found- 
ed, and  that  tlie  introduction  of  these  subordinate  Courts  in  this  pai't  of  the 
country  needed  not  perhaps  to  be  postponed  till  the  more  general  establish^ 
ment  of  the  Governor  General's  system  at  large,  more  especially  as  it  could 
be  effected  by  assigning  to  the  Cazees  moderate  salaries,  and  thereby  restor- 
ing them  to  a  proper  degree  of  respectability,  without  any  additional  ex- 
pense to  Government,  from  part  of  the  surplus  means  which  would  now  be 
annually  realized  from  the  increased  revenue  funds  of  the  country. 

It  was  also  intimated  that  as  there  was  always  some  degree  of  dan- 
ger in  the  subversion  of  ancient  customs  to  which  the  minds  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a  country  had  long  been  habituated,  the  Resident  had  not  ven- 
tured, at  least  for  the  course  of  the  current  year,  entirely  to  prohibit  the 
Amils  from  confining  persons  in  arrear,  without  sending  theui  immediately 
into  Benares  as  recommended  by  the  Board,  but,  as  a  check  on  the  discre- 
tion thus  left,  he  had  required  the  Canoongoes  to  transmit  monthly  reports 
of  the  dates  and  causes  of  all  commitments  and  enlargements  by  the  Amils 
to  enable  him  to  redress  any  real  grievances  ;  and  this  Regulations  might 
still  further  and  with  greater  safety  be  improved  from  the  beginnmg  of  the 
ensuing  year  into  the  prohibition  desired  by  Government,  if  found  ot 
judged  necessary. 

The  Resident  in  continuation  of  the  above,  on  the  25th  July  1 794 

forwarded  a  memorandum  of  such  further  proceed- 
Further     oommunicatioa      .  i      i     i  i    i  i      •     • 
withthe  Raja  about  the  intro-    mgs  as  he  had  held  relative  to  obtaining  the  Raja's 

e  new  sys  m.       assent  to  the  introduction  of  the  new  system. 

In  respect  to  the  Ranee's  suggestions  regarding  the  surplus  revenue, 
it  was  observed  that  at  present  about  20,000  Rs.  yearly  were  applied  from 
this  fund  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Hindoo  College,  whilst  other  sums  from 
it  had  been  disbursed  under  the  authority  of  Government  for  the  repairs  of 
roads  and  bridges  and  other  public  objects  of  utility  to  the  Zemindaree,  but 
that  there  was  still  an  unappropriated  surplus. 

"  On  the  23rd  of  July,  the  Raja  being  himself  confined  to  his  house  at 
O 
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Ramnagur  the  Resident  renewed  the  subject  of  the  probable  introduction  of 
the  new  system  to  Sookh  Lai  (the  Ilaja's  principal  Mutsnddee  stationed  in  the 
Resident's  Cutcherrj')  and  desired  him  to  proceed  to  Ramnagur  to  propose 
it  to  the  Raja,  with  a  view  to  obtain  his  assent  whenever  the  Board  should 
Resident's  memorandum  ^^esolve  on  its  establishment  according  to  their  ad- 
on  the  subject.  yice  thereof  in  the  letter  of  the  Srd  of  March  last ; 

as  to  which  he  (Sookh  Lai)  said  he  entertained  little  or  no  doubt,  provided  the 
Raja's  signature  to  Pottahs  and  farighkhuttis  and  other  Revenue  Papers  were 
allowed  to  remain  current  as  at  present.  This  the  Resident  had  on  his  part  no 
difficulty  of  assuring  the  continuance  of,  as  neither  evil  or  inconvenience  could 
result  from  it,  since  the  Raja's  signature  on  these  writings  are  merely  affixed  as 
a  matter  of  course,  after  that  of  the  Resident,  without  any  control  or  interference 
on  the  part  of  the  former,  as  far  as  respects  the  granting  or  issuing  of  such  deeds." 

"On  the  25th  of  July  1794  Sookh  Lai  reported  that  he  had  been  with 
the  Raja  as  desired  and  had  renewed  the  subject  of  the  intended  introduction 
of  the  now  system,  whereupon  the  Raja  had  remained  for  some  time  silent  as 
in  reflection  after  which  he  (the  Raja)  did  himself  propose  to  proceed  with 
Sookh  Lai  to  the  Ranee  and  ask  her  opinion.  They  accordingly  went  thither, 
when  the  Raja  explaining  to  the  Ranee  Golaub  Koowur,  his  grand-mother,  the 
tenor  of  the  Resident's  proposition,  she  asked  him  what  he  himself  thought  of 
it ;  to  which  the  Raja  replied  that  during  the  six  years  of  the  present  Residen- 
cy he  had  scarcely  been  made  sensible  of  or  felt  any  irksome  diminution  of  his 
authority,  and  that  he  was  now,  also,  for  agreeing  to  what  the  Resident  had 
proposed,  as  thinking  likewise,  the  plan  in  itself  a  good  one.  Whereupon  the 
Banee  said,  it  had  also  her  concurrence,  and  thus  it  was  on  both  their  parts  fully 
agreed  to,  but  Sookh  Lai  adds  that  as  the  Raja  and  he  were  about  to  with- 
draw, the  Ranee  desired  him  to  notice  to  the  Resident  that  Mr.  Hastings  having 
concluded  a  permanent  settlement  with  the  Raja,  she  was  thereon  hopeful 
that  the  surplus  receipts  from  the  country  might  be  enjoyed  by  the  Raja ;  and 
the  Resident  asking  Sookh  Lai  whether  this  intimation  was  as  a  condition  of 
the  other  acquiescence,  he  answered  in  the  negative,  and  by  explaining  that  it 
•was  merely  an  observation  thrown  out  by  the  Ranee  as  naturally  connected  with 
the  occasion  and  on  which  she  and  the  Raja  would  both  submit  themselves  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Resident  or  of  Government." 

On  the  19th  September  1794  the  Board  in  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  Resident's  letters  of  the  22nd  and  25th  July  intimated  their 
hif^hest  satisfaction  at  the  successful  result  of  his  communication  with  the 
Raja  on  the  important  subject  of  the  introduction  of  the  arrangements  in 
force  in  Bengal  and  Behar  into  the  Benares  Pro- 
Govemment  on  the  above  vince,  and  remarked  that  it  would  enable  them  to 
""^j^°*-  perpetuate  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  valuable  part 

of  the  British  possessions  the  benefits  which  they  had  experienced  from  Mr. 
Duncan's  administration. 
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The  Board  requested  the  Resident  to  express  to  the  Raja  their  sense 
of  his  very  Uberal  conduct  in  regard  to  the  unconditional  assent  which  he 
hatl  given  to  their  recommendation,  and  particularly  in  his  having  submit- 
ted the  appropriation  of  the  surplus  revenue  to  their  determination.  The 
Board  stated  that  to  evince  to  him  that  in  recommending  the  introduction 
of  the  form  of  internal  Government  established  in  Bengal  into  Benares 
they  were  actuated  solely  by  a  desire  to  promote  the  happiness  of  the  people 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  the  Resident  would  acquaint  him  that 
the  surplus  revenue  which  might  be  annually  collected  would  be  regularly 
paid  to  him,  after  deducting  such  part  of  it  as  he  might  voluntarily  allow- 
to  be  expended  for  the  improvement  of  the  Zemindaree  and  for  defraying 
a  proportion  of  the  expense  of  the  Judicial  Establishments,  adequate  to 
the  amount  which  he  now  paid  on  that  account. 

The  Resident  was  further  desired  to  acquaint  the  Raja  that  his 
signature  to  Pottahs  and  Farighkhuttees  would  remain  current  as  at 
present  and  that  his  Officers  would  be  allowed  to  keep  counterparts  of  all 
accounts. 

As  preparatory  to  the  introduction  of  the  system  the  Board  con- 
sidered it  essential  that  in  all  practicable  cases  the  amount  of  the  rent 
payable  by  the  proprietors  and  farmers  of  the  lands  should  be  fixed  in 
perpetuity. 

The  object  of  the  system  was  to  protect  private  rights,  and  as  the 
limitation  of  the  public  demand  upon  the  lands  was  obviously  the  most 
important  and  valuable  right  that  could  be  conferred  on  the  body  of  the 
people  in  Benares  who  were  in  any  respect  concerned  in  the  cultivation  of 
land,  the  Board  should  scarcely  consider  the  country  in  a  state  fit  for  the 
reception  of  the  system,  if  this  right  were  not  to  be  extended  to  them. 
The  measure  was  likewise  connected  with  the  emancipation  of  the  above 
class  of  people  from  the  severities  and  oppressions  of  Amils,  farmers  and 
other  officers,  necessarily  employed  to  collect  the  public  dues,  when  they 
were  liable  to  frequent  and  arbitrary  variation.  It  involved  the  happiness 
of  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  who  could  not  expect  to  experience  moderation 
or  encouragement  from  their  landlords,  whilst  they  themselves  were  ex- 
posed to  indefinite  demands.  The  prosperity  of  the  commercial  part  of 
the  people  equally  depended  upon  the  adoption  of  it,  as  trade  and  manu- 
facture must  flourish  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  raw  material  pro- 
duced from  the  lands.  It  would  render  the  situation  of  the  proprietor  of 
land  honorable  instead  of  disreputable,  and  land  would  become  the  best 
instead  of  being  the  worst  of  property,  and,  what  was  of  equal  importance 
it  would  enable  the  Governor-General  in  Council  to  perpetuate  to  the 
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people  a  Government  of  law  and  security,  in  the  room  of  one  founJed  on 
temporary  expedient,  and  which  must  be  either  beneficial  or  destructive 
according  to  the  character  of  the  individual  appointed  to  superintend  it. 

The  Board  were  aware  that  the  landholders  and  cultivators  in  Be- 
nares had  not  been  accustomed  to  the  more  regular  form  of  Government 
which  had  been  gradually  established  in  Bengal,  but  security  of  property  and 
the  numerous  advantages  connected  with  it  were  benefits  of  the  import- 
ance of  which  they  must  soon  be  fully  sensible,  although  they  might  not 
be  immediately  able  to  comprehend  the  causes  fiom  which  they  were 
derived. 

The  Board  felt  much  satisfaction  in  having  it  in  their  power  to  avail 
themselves  of  Mr.  Duncan's  abilities  and  local  knowledge  to  accomplish 
this  primary  and  important  measure,  and  they  would  now  state  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  they  conceived  it  should  be  executed,  leaving  however  this, 
as  well  as  every  other  part  of  the  arrangement,  open  to  the  consideration  of 
such  modifications  or  alterations  as  the  Resident  might  deem  it  advisable 
to  suggest  upon  the  receipt  of  these  instructions. 

It  did  not  appear  desirable  that  a  greater  land  revenue  should  be 
assessed  on  the  the  Zemindaree  of  Benares  than  might  be  sufficient,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  receipts  from  the  customs,  to  mcake  good  the  fixed  annual 
payment  of  forty  lacs  to  Government  with  the  charges  of  collection  hither- 
to defrayed  from  the  Moolky  Treasury,  and  to  furnish  a  surplus  adequate 
to  provide  for  part  of  the  expense  of  the  Judicial  Establishments,  and  also 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  College,  making  of  roads,  bridges,  or  other  work 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Zemindaree,  and  for  allowing  of  some  addition  to 
the  Raja's  income. 

To  obviate  all  future  misunderstanding,  however,  with  regatvl  to  the 
appropriation  of  the  surplus  collections,  the  Board  thought  it  would  be  ad- 
visable for  the  Resident  to  settle  with  the  Raja  the  sum  to  be  annually  ap- 
propriable by  Government  to  the  purposes  specified  in  the  preceding  para- 
graph so  that  he  might  be  certain  of  receiving  the  remainder,  whatever 
might  be  the  amount  of  it. 

As  to  the  Jumraa  of  such  lands  the  rents  of  which  could  be  im- 
ine(3iately  fixed  in  perpetuity,  the  Board  conceived  that  it  should  not  ex- 
ceed the  highest  amount  payable  by  the  existing  engagements,  excepting 
in  cases  in  which,  from  the  improvable  nature  of  the  lands  or  other  favor- 
able circumstances,  it  might  be  deemed  equitable  to  stipulate  for  some  in- 
crease, either  with  Sk  view  to  render  the  rate  of  assessment  proportionate 
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to  that  charged  on  other  lands  in  the  diatrict ;  to  counterbalance  any  de- 
ductions, which  migiit  be  deemed  advisable  to  allow  any  other  Mehals  ;  or 
to  ensure  the  receipt  of  an  annual  surplus  adequate  to  the  purposes  above 
specified. 

In  regard  to  the  descriptions  of  persons  with  whom  the  settlement 
was  to  be  concluded ;  where  the  ancient  Zemindars  still  retained  the  pro- 
prietary right  in  the  lands  and  were  also  the  Cabooleeutdars,  it  should 
be  made  with  them,  provided  they  agreed  to  the  terms  which  the  Resident 
might  tiiink  proper.  Where  they  were  not  the  Cabooleeutdars,  the  exist- 
ing leases  of  the  farmers  must  of  course  remain  in  force  until  their  expi- 
ration, when  the  proprietors  should  have  the  same  option  of  entering  into 
engagements  as  was  allowed  to  the  Zemindars  in  Bengal  whose  lands  had 
been  let  to  farm,  as  prescribed  in  the  1st  Regulation  passed  in  1793.  In 
case  they  still  refused  to  engage  at  the  Jumma  required,  their  lands  must 
be  re-farmed  for  such  further  period  as  at  the  time  might  be  thought  ad- 
visable. 

If  the  lands  of  any  Zemindar  were  not  let  on  lease,  but  were  col- 
lected in  the  manner  termed  Khas  in  Bengal,  the  proprietors  should  have 
the  option  of  entering  into  engagements  on  the  terms  it  might  be  judged 
equitable,  unless  it  should  appear  to  the  Resident  inexpedient  to  conclude 
a  settlement  with  any  such  Zemindars  on  account  of  their  misconduct  or 
any  other  cause,  in  which  case  their  lands  would  be  let  in  farm,  or  the 
revenues  would  be  ordered  to  be  collected  by  an  officer  to  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Tehseeldar. 

To  obviate  the  inconveniences  which  might  result  from  entering 
into  engagements  with  the  numerous  Putteedars  or  sharers,  in  which  the 
property  in  some  of  the  Zemindarees  was  stated  to  be  vested,  it  might  be 
advisable  in  such  instances  to  require  the  sharers  to  appoint  a  Manager  in 
the  same  manner  as  was  prescribed  with  respect  to  the  proprietors  of  joint 
undivided  estates  in  Bengal  in  the  8th  Regulation  passed  in  1793. 

In  districts  where  there  were  no  village  Zemindars,  the  Board 
thought  a  permanent  settlement  might  be  made  with  the  head  cultivators 
of  the  villages,  or  the  districts  might  be  divided  into  small  farms  of  from 
five  to  ten  thousand  rupees  each,  and  granted  at  a  fixed  rent  in  perpetuity. 
The  leases  in  both  cases,  with  the  rights  annexed  to  them,  should  be  de- 
clared hereditary  and  also  transferable,  but  the  lands  comprised  in  them 
should  be  kept  entire  and  not  be  subject  to  division  under  any  circum- 
stances, nor  be  considered  as  the  property  of  the  lease  holders.  Tenures  of 
this  description  wouid  give  to  the  holders  a  permanent  interest  in  the  im- 
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provement  of  the  lands  and  be  productive  of  nearly  the  same  benefit  to 
the  country  as  the  restoration  of  the  former  proprietors ;  a  measures 
which  the  Board  would  not  wish  to  press  on  the  Raja  after  his  former  posi- 
tive refusal  to  agree  to  it  and  the  very  liberal  conduct  which  he  had  ob- 
served with  regard  to  the  arrangements  now  under  consideration. 

The  adoption  of  the  Resident's  suggestions  contained  in  his  address 
of  the  22nd  July  with  regard  to  allowing  all  Zemindars  and  farmers  under 
the  conditions  stated  therein  to  pay  their  revenue  directly  to  the  Public 
Treasury  at  Benares,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  Dehyek  and  Bhuray  in 
such  cases,  appeared  to  the  Board  highly  advisable. 

With  regard  to  the  introduction  of  such  of  the  Regulations  in  force 
at  the  time  in  Bengal  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  existing  laws  and 
usages  of  Benares  and  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Judicature  for  the 
administration  of  the  laws  and  regulations  constituted  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples as  the  Courts  in  the  Provinces,  it  was  intimated  that  the  Regulations 
passed  in  1793  and  1794  for  the  interal  Government  of  the  Provinces  had 
been  formed  into  four  great  divisions ;  and  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Board  that  the  Zemindaree  of  Benares  would  be  considered  as  a  fifth  divi- 
sion, and  that  the  Judicial  and  Revenue  establishments  would  with  certain 
exceptions  be  the  same  as  in  each  of  the  divisions  in  the  Provinces. 

Agreeably  to  this  principle,  the  collection  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Zemindaree  was  to  be  committed  to  a  Collector,  subject  to  the  authority  of 
the  Board  of  Revenue,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Collectors  in  the  Pro- 
vinces. He  should  submit  to  them  the  Moolky  accounts  that  they  might 
come  under  the  revision  of  the  Board  equally  with  the  Government  ac- 
counts, as  the  Board  considered  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  examine  every 
expenditure  that  might  be  chargeable  to  the  Raja's  account  with  the  same 
attention  as  the  public  disbursements. 

The  Board  proposed  to  establish  two  Courts  of  Adawlut  or  Courts 
of  Judicature  for  the  trial  of  Civil  suits  in  the  first  instance.  The  juris- 
diction of  one  of  these  Courts  should  be  extended  to  the  districts  on  the 
north  of  the  Ganges,  and  the  districts  situated  on  the  south  of  that  river 
comprise  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other  Court. 

If  there  should  appear  to  be  any  objection  to  the  limits  proposed 
to  be  assigned  to  the  two  jurisdictions,  the  Resident  was  requested  to  state 
them  with  such  alterations  as  from  his  local  knowledge  might  appear  ad- 
visable. The  Courts  were  to  be  denominated  the  Courts  of  Adawlut  for 
Northern  and  Southern  Zillahs  of  Benares.    The  Judges  were  to  be  Magis- 
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trates  in  their  respective  jurisdictions.  A  Court  for  the  trial  of  Civil 
causes  in  the  first  instance  was  likewise  to  be  established  in  the  City  of 
Benares,  and  to  be  superintended  by  one  Judge  with  the  powers  of  Magis- 
trate in  the  same  manner  as  the  Zillah  Courts. 

For  hearing  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  the  City  Court  and  the 
two  Zillah  Courts  and  for  the  trial  of  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  a  Civil 
and  Criminal  Court  was  to  be  established,  to  be  denominated  the  Provin- 
cial Court  of  appeal  and  the  Court  of  Circuit  for  the  Division  of  Benares. 
Each  of  these  Courts  was  to  be  superintended  by  three  Judges,  and  the 
Judges  of  the  Civil  Court  were  to  preside  also  in  the  Criminal  Court. 

It  appeared  to  the  Board  that  the  duties  of  the  Collector  should  bo 
nearly  similar  to  those  of  the  Collectors  in  the  Provinces.  His  powers 
should  be  limited  to  the  collection  of  the  fixed  revenue  at  the  stipulated 
periods,  to  make  hereafter  the  settlements  of  the  lands,  the  revenue  of 
which  could  not  be  now  fixed,  and  to  discharge  such  other  duties  connect- 
ed with  the  finance  as  might  be  prescribed  to  him.  He  should  have  no 
judicial  powers  whatever. 

A  regulation  should  be  framed  declaring  the  conditions  under  which 
the  Settlement  was  made  permanent  and  the  principles  on  which  the  fixed 
Jumraa  was  to  be  apportioned.  In  the  event  of  the  Zemindars  being 
divided,  from  whatever  cause,  a  reference  to  the  1st  Regulation  passed  in 
1793  would  show  the  rules  it  was  thought  necessary  to  adopt  in  the  Pro- 
vinces with  regard  to  these  and  other  matters  upon  the  completion  of  the 
Permanent  Settlement.  Without  a  previous  declaration  on  these  points, 
the  terms  on  which  the  lands  were  to  be  hereafter  held  would  have  been 
uncertain,  and  consequently  the  inducements  to  improvements  consider- 
ably lessened. 

A  Regulation  should  likewise  be  framed  containing  all  the  general 
rules  and  principles  both  of  the  Temporary  and  Permanent  Settlements. 
This  Regulation  would  be  the  standard  for  determining  the  rights  of  those 
with  whom  the  Settlement  might  be  made,  and  also  all  disputes  between 
the  landholders,  farmers  and  ryots.  It  would  be  observed  that  the  Sth 
Regulation  passed  in  1 793  was  framed  with  a  view  to  these  objects. 

The  Regulation  to  be  next  framed  should  consist  of  the  rules  to  be 
observed  by  the  Collector  in  levying  the  revenue  from  the  Cabooleeutdars. 
The  rules  that  prevailed  in  the  Company's  Provinces  on  this  subject  were 
contained  in  the  14th  Regulation  passed  in  1793  and  the  3rd  Regulation 
of  1794. 
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The  Board  were  of  opinion  that  the  fundamental  principle  of  this 
Regulation,  viz.,  that  the  Collector  and  his  Officers  should  be  liable  to  be 
prosecuted  personally,  for  every  exaction  exceeding  what  they  were  autho- 
rized to  demand  under  the  engagements  of  the  Cabooleeutdars,  might  with 
equal  advantage  be  extended  to  Benares.  The  Collector  would  have  the 
engagements  of  the  landholders  and  farmers  in  his  possession,  and,  conse- 
quently, under  the  provisions  made  in  these  Regulations  could  never  suffer 
from  prosecutions,  excepting  in  cases  of  wilful  deviations  from  the  Regula- 
tions, or  premeditated  exaction  ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  landholders 
and  farmers  would  be  secured  against  every  infringement  of  their  rights 
and  property. 

With  regard  to  the  coercion  to  be  treed  by  the  Collector  to  -enforce 
payment  of  arrears  from  the  farmers  and  mocurrery  lease  holders,  the 
Board  deemed  it  advisable,  until  their  tenures  should  become  a  sufficient 
security  for  the  discharge  of  deficiencies,  that  they,  as  well  as  their  sure- 
ties should  be  liable  to  confinement  for  balances,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  farmers  and  sureties  in  the  Provinces.  But  it  should  be  made  a  rule 
that  whenever  a  person  was  taken  into  custody,  he  was  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  public  Jail  of  the  Zillah,  where  he  would  be  in  the  custody  of  Govern- 
ment, and  have  an  opportunity  to  appeal  to  the  proper  Court,  should  he 
deem  himself  unjustly  confined. 

With  respect  to  the  proprietors  c^  land,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Board,  on  a  variety  of  grounds,  that  it  would  be  more  advisable,  as  well  as 
ultimately  more  agreeable  to  this  class  of  people,  that  their  persons  should 
not  be  liable  to  eonfiaeraent  for  arrears  whilst  they  had  property  to  make 
good  the  deficiencies.  As  their  lands  were  improved,  arrears  would  be 
less  frequent ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  tenure,  under  which  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the}'  should  hold  their  property,  would  render  it  daily  a "  better 
security  for  the  discharge  of  any  balance.  Whilst  the  landholders  were 
subject  to  be  continually  degraded  by  their  persons  being  liable  to  be 
seized  by  every  native  Collector,  their  situation  must  be  deemed  disreputable, 
and  consequently  the  possession  of  land  could  never  be  considered  as  desi- 
rable. To  whatever  cause  the  ferocity  which  characterized  the  manner  of 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Benares  was  to  be  imputed,  nothing  could 
be  more  evident  than  that  the  correction  of  it  must  originate  in  a 
system  of  Government,  which,  by  reducing  the  discretional  exercise  of  au- 
thorities within  prescribed  limits,  would  remove  the  power  of  oppression  ; 
and  the  distinction  of  characters  between  the  Zemindars  in  Benares  and 
those  of  the  same  caste  in  the  neighbouring  district  of  Behar,  could  be 
attributed  to  no  other  cause  than  that  of  the  latter   having  been  accustom- 
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ed  to  a  more  mild  and  regular  Government  than  the  former,  and  from  a 
conviction  that  while  they  discharged  the  public  revenue  and  conformed 
to  the  laws,  there  was  no  power  in  the  country  that  could  infringe  their 
rights  or  property,  or  oppress  them  with  impunity.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  but  that  the  same  causes  would  produce  similar  effects  in  Benares. 
When  the  possession  of  land  no  longer  subjected  the  proprietor  to  personal 
disgrace  at  the  discretion  of  an  Amil  or  native  Collector,  and  when  the 
land  was  known  to  be  secure  as  long  as  the  public  dues  were  discharged, 
there  could  be  little  doubt  but  land  would  soon  become  the  most  desirable 
of  all  property,  and  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  wealth  possessed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Benares,  which  now  lay  dead,  or  was  lent  to  bankers 
who  employed  it  in  establishing  a  destructive  influence  over  all  money  trans- 
actions, would  be  applied  to  the  purchase  and  improvement  of  land. 

These  considerations  induced  the  Board  to  entertain  great  doubts  of 
the  necessity  and  expediency  of  making  the  Amils  responsible  for  realiz- 
ing the  revenue.  The  power  over  the  persons  and  property  of  the  land- 
lords, farmers  and  cultivators,  which  in  such  cases  must  necessarily  be  de- 
legated to  them,  would  at  once  annihilate  all  security  of  property,  and 
render  the  introduction  of  the  judicial  arrangements  comparatively  of 
little  advantage.  When  the  Revenue  was  fixed  and  the  lands  were  decla- 
red the  security  for  the  discharge  of  it,  there  could  be  no  necessity  for  any 
intermediate  authority  or  responsibility  between  the  Government  and  those 
from  which  it  was  collected.  It  was  sufficient  to  appoint  officers  to  collect 
the  public  dues,  and  it  was  conceived  that  the  Amils,  in  their  revenue  ca- 
pacity, should  be  restricted  to  this  duty,  and  subjected,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  Collector,  to  prosecution  for  every  deviation  from  the  Regulations 
in  the  discharge  of  it.  The  Board  were  of  opinion  likewise  that  it  w^ould 
be  advisable  to  style  them  Tehseeldars,  or  native  Collectors,  as  being  an 
application  more  descriptive  of  their  power  and  duties  ;  and  considering 
the  liberal  allowance  that  would  be  made  to  them,  the  characters  of  the 
persons  employed  in  these  Offices,  and  that  they  would  be  divested  of  all 
responsibility  for  the  payment  of  the  Revenue,  it  was  thought  that  they 
might  with  propriety  be  entrus  ted  with  the  decision  of  all  Civil  suits  for 
money  or  personal  property  not  exceeding  one  hundred  rupees  under  the 
rules  and  restrictions  prescribed  in  the  40th  Regulation. 

With  respect  to  the  Courts  of  Dewanny  Adawlut  established  in  two 
Zillahs  and  in  the  City  of  Benares,  their  powers  should  be  exactly  the 
same  as  those  of  the  Zillah  and  City  Courts  in  the  Provinces,  and  it  was 
conceived  that  the  whole  of  the  3rd  Regulation  passed  in  1793  might  be 
extended  to  those  Courts,  with  this   modification  that   instead  of  the  De- 
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wanny  Grant  being  assumed  as  the  period  of  limitation  to  claims,  as  in  the 
14th  Section,  the  cession  of  Benares  to  the  Company  should  be  substituted, 
and  with  a  provision  also  barring  any  claims  on  the  present  Zemindar  for 
Zeraindarees  by  persons  dispossessed  previous  to  the  expulsion  of  Cheyt 
Sing. 

With  respect  to  the  general  rules  for  the  trial  of  suits,  those  con- 
tained in  the  4th  Regulation  passed  in  1793,  assimilated  with  any  others 
in  use  in  Benares,  appeared  to  the  Board  in  every  respect  calculated  for  the 
Courts. 

The  rules  for  the  Provincial  Courts  of  Appeal  contained  in  the  5th 
Regulation  should  also  be  adopted  with  any  necessary  modifications. 

The  rules  prescribed  in  the  6th  Regulation  for  appealing  from  the 
Provincial  Courts  in  the  Provinces  to  the  Sudder  Adawlut  should  likewise 
be  applied  to  that  Court  from  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeals  in  Benares. 

The  Board  likewise  thought  it  essential  to  the  success  of  the  system 
that  the  7th  Regulation  should  be  extended  to  Benares,  as  the  Vakeels 
■were  appointed  by  the  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut  under  public  regulations 
and  were  not  removable  by  the  Judges.  They  would  stand  between  their 
clients  and  the  ministerial  officers  to  whom  the  abuses  of  the  powers  of  the 
Courts  were  in  general  to  be  ascribed.  The  Vakeels  would  be  an  equal 
check  upon  the  Judges,  as  their  knowledge  of  the  laws  would  enable  them 
to  point  out  any  deviation  from  the  Regulations  in  the  judgments  of  the 
Courts,  and  the  nature  of  their  official  situations  would  prevent  their  being 
deterred  from  exposing  it,  whether  it  might  proceed  from  error  or  other 
cause.  To  these  advantages  might  be  added  the  expedition  with  which 
suits  would  necessarily  be  decided,  when  pleaded  by  men  well  versed  in  the 
Regulations,  which  individuals  never  could  be.  To  obviate  any  inconveni- 
ence that  might  arise  upon  the  introduction  of  this  Regulation,  from  per- 
sons being  obliged  to  change  the  Vakeels  now  employed  in  their  causes,  all 
the  established  Vakeels,  who  now  practised  in  the  several  Courts  in  Benares 
and  were  men  of  good  character,  should  be  admitted  on  the  list  of  Pleaders, 
with  any  other  persons  qualified  for  the  situation  whom  it  might  be  thought 
advisable  to  add  to  the  number,  which  should  be  such  in  each  Court  as  to 
give  the  suitors  ample  choice,  and  to  excite  emulation  amongst  the  Vakeels, 
by  leaving  those  who  did  not  exert  themselves  without  employment. 

The  Board  also  intimated  that  a  Vakeel  must  be  appointed  in  each 
Court  on  the  part  of  Government,  to  whom  a  fixed  salary  would  be  allow- 
ed in  addition  to  the  fees,  as  in  the  Provinces. 
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As  regards  the  Criminal  authorities,  the  Board  observed  that  the 
Magistrates  of  the  City  and  the  two  Zillahs  should  have  the  same  autho- 
rity as  was  given  to  the  Magistrates  in  the  Provinces  by  the  9th  Regula- 
tion, and  the  Court  of  Circuit  should  exercise  the  same  powers  and  duties 
as  the  Courts  of  Circuit  in  the  Provinces,  with  any  alteration  or  additions 
that  local  circumstances  might  render  advisable,  and  with  a  proviso  that 
Brahmins  would  not  be  put  to  death  for  capital  offences,  but,  in  lieu  of 
that  punishment,  be  liable  to  transportation  to  the  Andamans. 

With  respect  to  tlie  Police  Regulations  established  in  the  Provinces 
as  contained  in  the  22nd  and  23rd  Regulations,  although  no  doubt  was 
entertained  but  that,  at  some  future  time,  this  system  of  Police  might  be 
introduced  into  Benares  as  well  as  in  Bengal,  it  appeared  to  the  Board 
that  it  might  be  advisable  for  the  present  to  leave  the  Police  in  the  hands 
of  the  Tehseeldars,  as  suggested  by  the  Resident.  In  the  event  of  the 
removal  of  the  Tehseeldars,  which  the  Board  conceived  might  be  hereafter 
expedient,  their  allowances  would  probably  pay  the  expense  of  the  Police 
without  a  tax. 

Of  other  points  which  must  be  provided  for  by  separate  Regulations, 
the  following  were  considered  by  the  Board  to  be  the  most  important. 

It  might  perhaps  be  advisable  to  extend  to  Benares  the  10th  and 
26th  Regulations  regarding  disqualified  landholders.  On  this  point  how- 
ever the  Board  wished  to  be  furnished  with  the  opinion  of  the  Resident. 

With  respect  to  the  11th  Regulation,  the  Board  conceived  it  to  be 
consistant  with  the  existing  laws  and  customs  of  Benares,  in  which  case,  it 
was  desired  to  be  extended  to  that  Zemindaree. 

It  was  desired  that  the  12th  and  13th  Regulations  respecting  the  Law 
and  ministerial  Officers  should  be  likewise  extended  to  Benares,  for  it 
was  highly  proper  that  both  the  Law  and  ministerial  Officers  should  be 
amenable  to  the  Courts  for  deviations  from  the  Regulations.  They  should 
also  have  the  protection  of  the  law  against  groundless  aspersions  of  their 
character. 

The  Board  thought  it  to  be  of  much  importance  that  the  rates  of 
interest  should  be  clearly  fixed.  The  1 5th  Regulation  passed  in  1793 
showed  the  rules  regarding  it  in  the  Company's  Provinces,  and  the  Resi- 
dent was  requested  to  alter  or  modify  them  according  to  the  existing  rules 
in  Benares,  with  the  addition  of  any  other  rules  on  the  subject  that  might 
appear  to  him  advisable. 
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The  I7th  Regulation  was  to  be  calculated  to  give  the  proprietors 
and  farmers  of  land  a  power  to  realize  what  was  justly  due  from  their 
ryots  without  obliging  them  to  make  application  to  a  Court  of  Judicature, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  subjecte<l  them  to  punishment  for  the  abuse  of 
this  authority.  The  Board  conceived  that  similar  rules  might  be  substitut- 
ed with  equal  advantage  in  Benares,  for  the  undefined  power  now  exer- 
cised by  the  Zemindars  and  farmers  in  the  collection  of  their  rents  from 
their  ryots. 

The  18th  Regulation  should  of  course  be  extended  to  Benares. 

It  was  obvious  that  the  limitation  of  the  revenue  payable  by  the 
landholders  would  call  for  precautions  against  alienations  of  land  free  of 
rent,  similar  to  those  adopted  in  the  Provinces.  The  rules  for  determining 
what  grants  of  this  description  would  be  resumable,  and  to  whom  the 
produce  of  them  would  belong,  must  of  course  be  framed  by  the  Resident 
agreeably  to  the  existing  customs  of  the  Zemindaree,  with  such  additions 
as  from  circumstances  might  appear  advisable.  The  process  for  recover- 
ing the  revenue  from  alienated  lands  should  be  similar  to  that  laid  down 
in  the  19th  Regulation  passed  in  1793,  and  a  register  of  these  grants  and 
of  intermediate  resumptions  should  be  formed,  as  prescribed  in  that  Regu- 
lation. Without  this  Register  the  local  authorities  could  never  be  appriz- 
ed of  the  number  and  extent  of  these  grants,  nor  would  it  be  practicable 
to  preclude  future  alienations  being  made  under  forged  or  antedated  deeds. 
The  Register  must  be  renewed  periodically,  as,  supposing  a  perfect  register 
could  be  immediately  formed,  it  would  be  of  little  use  in  a  course  of  a 
few  years  from  the  changes  which  must  take  place. 

The  20th  Regulation  was  directed  to  be  extended  to  Bonares,  that 
such  local  or  general  regulations  as  the  Judges  might  occasionally  deem 
necessary  might  come  before  the  Board  in  the  proper  form  and  with  the 
opinions  of  the  higher  authorities  for  their  consideration. 

The  Board  thought  that  the  Canoongoes  might  be  converted  into 
native  Registrars  with  their  present  allowances,  and  that  they  should 
form  part  of  the  Collector's  establishment.  Whilst  the  revenue  was  liable 
to  frequent  variation  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  ruling  authority 
should  have  officers  on  the  spot  to  keep  accounts  of  the  produce  and  to 
furnish  information  to  the  persons  occasionally  appointed  to  collect  the 
t-evenues.  The  same  necessity,  under  the  circumstances  of  a  fixed  revenue, 
a  regular  Code  of  Regulations  embracing  and  defining  every  matter,  in  any 
respect,  concerning  the  rights  or  property  of  the  people,  and  Courts  of  Judi- 
cature for  the  administration  of  them,  would  not  exist.     An  accurate  regis- 
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ter  of  the  lands  and  of  the  Jumma  assessed  on  them  would  be  sufficient 
for  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  all  financial  operations  as  to  general 
or  local  customs,  which  had  the  force  of  law,  would  be  included  in  the  Code, 
and  with  regard  to  the  usages  of  particular  places  or  districts,  the  testimony 
of  creditable  inhabitants  appeared  far  better  evidence  of  them  than  the 
information  of  an  individual  liable  to  be  uninformed  or  ignorant,  or  influ- 
enced by  corrupt  or  other  motives.  By  nominating  them  Registrars  to  keep 
counterparts  of  all  accounts  and  take  care  of  the  revenue  records,  their 
knowledge  and  former  habits  might  be  usefully  applied. 

The  Resident  was  desired  to  frame  a  rule  regarding  pensions  adapt- 
ed to  local  circumstances,  observing  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  24'th 
Regulation,  that  the  right  to  declare  what  pensions  were  or  were  not  pay- 
able was  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  Government,  but  that  when  the 
right  was  once  determined,  the  Courts  were  to  be  empowered  to  compel  the 
payment  of  them,  if  withheld  by  the  Collector,  or  any  other  officer  en- 
trusted with  the  discharge  of  them. 

The  limitation  of  the  jumma  rendered  it  necessary  that  rules  simi- 
lar to  those  prescribed  in  the  25th  Regulation  should  be  adopted  for  the 
division  of  lands.  It  might  be  expedient  also  to  allow  the  uniou  of  the 
shares  of  the  same  estate,  to  prevent  divisions  becoming  too  numerous  and 
minute. 

The  Board  observed  that  the  regulations  regarding  the  abolition  of 
the  internal  duties  in  Benares  should  be  re-enacted  into  a  Regulation,  in 
order  that  the  abolition  of  these  destructive  impositions  might  form  a  part 
of  the  laws  of  the  Zemindaree.  Any  of  the  provisions  and  precautions  in 
the  27th  Regulation  applicable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Zemindaree 
might  be  adopted. 

The  28th  Regulation  was  directed  to  be  extended  to  Benares,  with 
the  addition  of  any  local  rules  now  existing  on  the  subject. 

It  was  stated  that  the  29th  and  30th  Regulations  for  the  Provinces 
could  have  no  relation  to  Benaies. 

The  31st  Regulation  contained  the  rules  regarding  weavers  and 
all  persons  concerned  in  the  investment  in  Bengal,  Such  part  of  this  Re- 
gulation as  regards  the  conditions  to  which  the  manufacturers  who  received 
advances  for  the  investment  were  bound  to  conform,  would  be  unnecssary 
in  Benares.  The  Commercial  Resident  had  hitherto  continued  to  provide 
goods  for  the  Company  upon  the  same  footing  as  private  merchants.    Coa- 
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Ridering  the  success  which  had  attended  his  exertions,  and  satisfied  that  the 
mode  in  which  he  at  present  provided  the  investment  was  on  the  fairest 
principle  and  best  calculated  under  local  circumstances  to  enable  him  to 
extend  the  provision,  the  Board  were  of  opinion  that  the  Resident  and  his 
Officers  should  be  made  amenable  to  the  Courts  of  Judicature,  in  the  same 
manner  as  Commercial  Residents  in  the  provinces,  but  without  establishino; 
any  of  those  rules  in  regard  to  the  manufacturers,  that  had,  from  different 
causes,  been  gradually  introduced  into  Bengal. 

The  terms  of  the  Opium  contract  in  Benares  must  be  formed  into 
a  Regulation  in  the  same  manner  as  the  conditions  of  the  contracts  in  Ben- 
gal and  Behar. 

As  there  were  embankments,  bridges  and  other  works  in  Benares, 
which  had  been  kept  in  repair  at  the  Raja's  expense,  rules  similar  to  those 
contained  in  the  33rd  Regulation  might  perhaps  be  adopted  with  advantage. 

The  34th  Regulation  related  to  the  tax  on  intoxicating  liquors  and 
drugs.  The  produce  of  this  tax  in  the  Provinces,  exclusive  of  Calcutta, 
amounted  last  3^ear  to  about  4  lacs  of  rupees,  and  was  rapidly  increasing, 
the  receipts  of  the  past  having  exceeded  those  of  the  preceding  year  in  the 
sum  of  1,73,000  Rs.  The  Board  wished  the  Resident  to  consider  whether 
a  similar  tax  should  not  be  levied  throughout  the  Zemindaree  of  Benares,  as 
well  as  in  the  City  in  which  its  collection  was  authorized  before.  Exclusive 
of  the  increase  of  revenue,  which  might  arise  from  the  tax,  the  establish- 
ment of  it  throughout  the  country  would  contribute  greatly  to  prevent  in- 
toxication and  all  its  consequent  disorders.  If  the  measure  should  appear 
to  the  Resident  practicable,  some  of  the  rules  contained  in  the  34th  Regu- 
lation passed  in  1793,  and  the  1st  Regulation  of  1794  might  be  adopted 
with  advantage. 

The  35th  Regulation  passed  in  1793  and  60th  Regulation  passed  in 
1794  related  to  the  Coinage.  How  far  it  would  be  advisable  or  practicable 
that  the  Coin  current  in  the  Provinces  should  also  be  made  the  currency 
of  Benares,  was  a  point  on  which  the  Board  desired  to  have  the  Resident's 
full  and  explicit  opinion,  after  a  mature  consideration  of  all  the  circumstan- 
ces which  the  suggestion  involved. 

The  Board  conceived  that  the  36th  Regulation  for  the  registry  of  the 
deeds  therein  mentioned  might  be  introduced  with  much  advantasfe  into 
Benares.  Registrars  to  the  City  and  the  two  Zillah  Courts  of  Judicature 
should  be  the  keepers  of  the  Registers. 

The  same  reason  that  induced  the  Board  to  form  a  register  of  Al- 
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tumgali,  Jagheer  and  other  royal  grants  in  the  Provinces,  were  of  course 
equally  applicable  to  any  such  tenures  that  might  exist  iu  Benares. 

The  38th  Regulation  with  the  existing  local  rules  on  the  subject, 
and  the  39th  Regulation  were  directed  to  be  extended  to  Benares. 

The  Board  had  before  observed  that  the  Tehseeldars  might  be  en- 
trusted with  Commissions  to  decide  petty  suits  in  their  respective  juris- 
dictions under  the  40th  Regulation.  The  parties  should  be  allowed  to 
plead  in  person,  or  by  any  Agent  they  might  think  proper  to  depute.  An 
appeal  should  lie  to  the  Zillah  Courts,  provided  it  be  presented  in  one 
month,  and  the  decisions  so  passed  by  the  Tehseeldars  should  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Zillah  Courts  to  be  enforced. 

The  41st  Regulation  would  of  course  be  extended  to  Benares. 

All  the  rules  regarding  the  collection  of  the  customs  in  Benares 
were  directed  to  be  formed  into  a  separate  Regulation,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  Regulations  regarding  the  cutoms  in  Bengal. 

As  the  Invalid  Regulation  of  1789  was  extended  to  Benares,  and 
applications  were  frequently  made  for  lands  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
the  Board  conceived  that  the  43rd  Regulation  also  should  be  extended  to 
the  Zemindaree. 

Provisions  to  the  effect  of  the  44th  Regulation,  and  the  7th  Clause 
of  the  4th  Regulation  passed  in  1794  must  also  be  made  in  Benares,  with 
such  alterations  as  might  be  adapted  to  local  circumstances.  A  reference  to 
the  preamble  of  the  first  mentioned  Regulation  would  show  that  without 
precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  abuses  therein  specified,  the  security  for 
the  public  revenue  would  gradually  be  diminished. 

It  might  be  advisable  that  all  sales  of  lands  should  be  made  by  the 
Collector,  who  alone  could  apportion  the  Jumma,  and  possessed  the  infor- 
mation necessary  for  the  security  of  the  public  dues. 

The  provisions  made  by  the  46th  Regulation  regarding  paupers 
must  also  be  extended  to  Benares. 

The  fixing  of  the  rents  and  revenues  of  the  lands  at  once  pointed 
out  the  necessity  of  Government's  having  at  all  times  in  its  possession  a 
correct  register  of  the  lands,  the  names  of  the  proprietors  and  farmers,  and 
the  amount  of  the  revenue  payable  by  each,  and  all  changes  in  the  proper- 
ty, as  well  for  the  security  of  the  public  revenue  as  to  facilitate  all  finan- 
cial operations.    The  Register  should  be  in  English  as  in  the  Provinces, 
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that  Government  itself  might  be  in  possession  of  these  important  docu- 
ments, instead  of  leaving  them  to  be  kept  in  the  country  languages  by  na- 
tives ;  counterparts  however  should  be  kept  in  the  country  languages. 
The  Register  must  be  renewed  periodically,  changes  in  property  would  in 
a  few  years  render  useless  the  most  perfect  register  that  could  be  formed 
at  this  or  any  given  period.  By  the  adoption  of  the  rules  prescribed  with 
respect  to  this  register  in  the  Provinces,  it  would  be  renewed  every  five  years, 
and  with  additional  accuracy.  By  the  simple  mode  of  recording  all  inter- 
mediate changes  in  a  separate  register,  every  variation  in  property  would 
always  be  traceable  with  facility  and  certainty  at  any  future  period,  and 
the  public  revenue  could  never  be  lost  by  the  numerous  transfers  and  divi- 
sions of  property  that  must  necessarily  take  place  in  progress  of  time. 

The  many  instances  of  frays  respecting  disputed  crops  and  boun- 
daries, recorded  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Resident,  evinced  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  49th  Regulation  to  Benares. 

The  50th  Regulation  was  connected  with  the  subject  of  the  10th. 

The  51st  Regulation  of  1793  and  1st  Regulation  of  1794  formed 
part  of  the  rules  regarding  the  tax  on  intoxicating  liquors  and  drugs,  on 
the  introduction  of  which  into  Benares  the  Board  had  already  expressed 
their  sentiments. 

In  addition  to  the  Regulations  abovementioned,  the  Resident  was 
desired  to  frame  into  Regulations  such  other  rules  as  might  be  in  force  in 
Benares,  or  which  might  appear  to  him  advisable  to  adopt 

The  Regulations  on  the  several  subjects  above  alluded  to  would  be 
drafted  by  the  Resident,  in  conformity  to  the  rules  prescribed  in  the  41  st 
Regulation  passed  in  1793,  excluding  from  them  all  rules  regarding  ac- 
counts and  official  details,  which  were  liable  to  be  daily  altered  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  Government,  and  with  which  the  people,  and  consequently  the 
Courts  of  Judicature,  could  have  no  concern.  The  second  section  of  the  41  st 
Regulation  passed  in  1 793  would  explain  what  rules  should  be  included  in 
the  Code. 

The  Resident  was  requested  to  prepare  the  Regulations  on  all  the 
different  subjects,  as  early  as  might  be  practicable,  as  on  the  receipt  of 
them  the  Board  would  make  each  Regulation  a  number  in  the  general 
Code  of  Regulations  for  the  internal  Government  of  the  British  territories 
in  Bengal. 

By  this  means  the  constitution  of  the  Provinces  would  be  extended 
to  Benares,  at  the  same  time  that  the  existing  laws  and  usages  of  that  Zemin- 
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daree  would  be  preserved  to  the  inhabitants,  and  with  a  certainty  of  their 
enjoying  the  benefit  of  them.  In  future,  whatever  Regulations  might  be 
proposed  by  the  Courts  in  Benares,  either  local  or  general,  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Board,  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  20th  Regulation  passed 
in  1793,  and  in  all  Regulations  that  might  originate  with  them,  or  any  of 
the  Courts  in  the  Provinces,  it  would  be  expressly  stated  whether  they 
were  to  extend  to  Benares  or  otherwise. 

The  next  point  to  be  attended  to  was  the  expense. 

The  Board  proposed  at  present  that  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  and 
the  Collector  and  their  respective  European  Officers  should  be  the  same  as 
were  annexed  to  similar  stations  in  the  Provinces. 

Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  and  Court  of  Circuit. 

1st  Judge,        ...  45,000  0  0 

2nd    do.,          ...  40,000  0  0 

3rd     do.,          ...  35,000  0  9 

Registrar,         12,000  0  0 

Assistant,         4,800  0  0 

City  Judge  and  the  Judges  of  the  two  Zil- 
lahs,  each  30,000,        90,000    0    0 

Registrar  to  each  Court  at  500,        18,000     0     0 

1  Vakeel  for  Government  Provincial  Court  and 
Court  of  Circuit,  600    0    0 

1  ditto  in  each  of  the  three  subordinate  Courts 
at  40  per  month,  1,440     0     0 

Collector  of  Benares, 18,000    0    0 

Assistant,         4,800    0    0 

Rupees  150  monthly  would  be  allowed  to  the  City  and  each  of  the 
Zillah  Courts  for  a  Court  Room  and  to  the  Collector  for  a  Cutcherry. 

The  house  of  Madhodoss  might  be  retained  for  the  Provincial  Court 
of  Appeal  and  Court  of  Circuit,  and  for  the  personal  residence  of  the  Se- 
nior Judge  and  Registrar  of  the  Court. 

With  regard  to  the  native  establishments  for  the  Courts  and  the 
Collector,  the  Resident  was  desired  to  suggest  such  as  might  appear  to 
him  proper,  showing  economy  as  far  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  trans- 
action of  the  business. 

P 
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It  was  the  intention  of  the  Board  to  furnish  the  Senior  Judge  of 
the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  with  a  separate  commission  for  the  trans- 
action of  any  political  or  extra  busi-ness  that  might  occasionally  occur. 

The  Resident  was  requested  to  submit  to  the  Board  a  statement  of 
the  whole  expense  of  the  proposed  establishments,  compared  with  the  pre- 
sent expense  of  the  Residency  and  the  judicial  charges  defrayed  by  Gov- 
ernment, so  that  they  might  have  before  them  the  nett  increase  of  expense 
that  would  be  incurred,  after  deducting  the  sum  that  the  Raja  might  agree 
to  pay  from  the  surplus  collections  in  part  of  the  charges. 

The  Board  had  entered  into  the  above  details  with  &  view  to  enable 
the  Resident  the  better  to  give  his  sentiments  at  large  on  the  several 
points  to  which  they  related  ;  and  in  addition  to  the  subject  above  speci- 
fied, the  Resident  was  desired  to  state  what  special  Regulations  it  might  be 
advisable  to  adopt  with  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
City  Court  over  foreigners  residing  at  Benares  for  religious  purposes 
and  also  the  rules  which  would  be  recommended  to  be  enacted  with  respect 
to  receiving  complaints  that  might  be  preferred  by  the  farmers  or  ryots 
of  the  Raja's  Jagheer  against  his  Officers,  so  that  he  might  feel  as  little 
diminution  as  possible  of  the  authority  which  he  had  hitherto  exercised  in 
the  districts  comprised  in  it,  and  at  the  same  time  that  the  people  might 
not  be  wholly  abandoned  to  the  misconduct  or  rapacity  of  his  Officers, 

The  Resident  was  likewise  requested  to  consider  whether  it  would 
be  preferable  to  have  a  Collector  in  each  of  the  two  Zillahs,  or  to  divide 
the  Zemiudaree  into  three  Zillahs,  and  to  establish  a  Zillah  Court  and  a 
Collector  in  each  ;  and  he  was  also  required  to  give  his  opinion  a.s  to  the 
places  at  which  the  Zillah  Courts  should  be  stationed,  supposing  either  two 
er  three  to  be  erected. 

In  conclusion  the  Board  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Resident  would 
devote  as  much  of  his  time  as  circumstances  might  admit  to  the  heavy 
task  imposed  upon  him,  in  order  that  the  arrangeijients  might  be  as  nearly 
accomplished  as  possible  before  Government  were  deprived  of  the  benefits 
of  his  (Mr.  Duncan's)  assistance,  which  from  general  information  they  were 
induced  to  deem  probable. 

The  Resident,  in  reply  to  the  above  orders,  assured  the  Board  on  the 
13th  October  1794-  that  his  best  exertions  would  be  appHed  to  answer,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  expectations  therein  expressed,  and  in  the  meantime  pointed 
out  that,  after  intimating  to  the  Raja  the  sense  which  the  Board  enter- 
tained of  the  liberality  of  his  late  conduct,  he  had  had  some  means  of  ascer- 
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taining  what   would  prove  ver}'   agreeable  to  him  as  to  the  distribution 

With  reference  to  above     *"^  permanent  application  of  the  surplus  revenue 

the  itesident  HUggeste  pro-     referred  to  in  the  Board's  letter  ;  and  as  there  was 

p>sed   arniijgeinent  with  the 

iinja  to  fix  the  amount  of  Lis    everv  reason  to  believe   that  the  annual   surplus 

8b»i-e  of  the  surplus  revenue.      /.  ,i  •..  /.  '    ^    n       ^         r  l.^  ± 

•^  from  the  exi.stmg  nnancial  funds  of  the  country, 

inclusive  of  the  custohis,  could,  after  defraying  all  the  charges  of  collection, 
now  disbursed  from  the  Moolky  Treasury,  as  well  as  the  Raja's  share  of 
the  present  Judicial  Establishments  and  for  the  Hindoo  College  &c.,  never 
in  any  future  year  fall  below  one  lac  and  forty  thousand  rupees,  (though 
it  might,  and  most  probably  would,  exceed  that  sum,  more  especially  with 
the  improvement  proposed  in  respect  to  the  tax  on  spirituous  liquors,)  if 
Government  were  pleased  to  allow  one  lac  of  this  nett  unappropriated 
surplus  to  the  Raja,  he  would,  there  was  every  reason  to  think,  thankfully 
acquiesce  ;  the  remaining  40  or  50  thousand  rupees,  or  whatever  might 
prove  the  remaining  surplus  to  be  disposed  of  by  Government  for  the 
erection  of  bridges,  repairs  of  highways,  or  other  public  works  tending  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Zemindaree.  And  there  seemed  this  advantage  in 
limiting  the  amount  of  the  Raja's  part  of  this  surplus,  with  his  own  consent, 
to  a  lac  of  rupees,  otherwise  his  annual  income  might  become  unreasonably 
large  to  the  prejudice  of  the  country,  which  must  on  the  other  hand  be 
greatly  benefited  by  the  laying  out  such  ultimate  and  growing  surplus  on 
its  improvement. 

It  was  intimated  that  there  was  little  or  no  doubt  that  an  agreement 
could  immediately  be  concluded  on  these  terms  with  the  Raja,  but  consi- 
dering that  it  was  likely  to  prove  in  the  nature  of  a  final  arrangement,  the 
Resident  rather  wished  first  to  submit  this  proposed  outline  of  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  that,  if  approved,  it 
might  be  adopted  and  signed  with  the  direct  sanction  and  approbation  of 
Government,  or  with  such  modifications  as  might  be  thought  proper. 

•    The  Government   in  reply  .entirely  approved  of  the  Raja's   propor- 
tion of  the  annual  surplus  collections  being   fixed 
GoTernSr*^*^^"'''"^^^     at  One  lac  of  rupees,   and   accordingly  authorized 
the  Resident  to  conclude  an  agreement  to  that  effect 
with  the  Raja  as  suggested  by  him. 

The  Resident  in  continuation  of  his  previous  address  proceeded,  un- 

Residents- view«.as  tobow     ^^'  ^^^^  ^Oth  October  1794.  to  offer  such  sugges- 

ihe  new  system  should  be     tions  ou  the  other  parts  of  the  Government  orders 

worked.  •    i      i      j  i  • 

as  might  lead  to  an  ultimate  adjustment  of  the  new 
system,  the  object  of  which  was  evidently  for  the  public  good,  and  if  duly 
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administered  would  no  doubt  prove  in  a  short  time  eminently  productive 
of  it  in  this  part  of  the  country,  notwithstanding  that,  owing  to  the  difference 
of  local  manners  and  habits,  the  introduction  of  the  new  Regulations  mi^ht 
in  some  instances  be  attended  with  some  degree  of  temporary,  difficulty. 

It  was  observed  that  the  permanent  settlement  of  the  revenue  had 
been  made  with  as  much  advantage  and  under  as  solemn  a  sanction  as 
could  be  desired  either  by  Government  or  its  subjects,  as  set  forth  and  de- 
clared in  the  draft  of  a  Regulation  enclosed,  which,  if  the  Board  approved, 
might  be  made  the  first  in  this  series  of  those  for  Benares,  but  till  its  con- 
tents, and  particularly  the  notification  as  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Jumma 
ascertained  by  the  existing  Pottahs,  should  have  been  taken  into  considera- 
tion, the  publication  in  question  had  not  been  formally  issued,  although  its 
purport  had  already  been  pretty  Well  known  to  the  parties  interested. 

The  jumma  of  all  the  lands  held  under  Government  Pottahs  having 
been  thus  fixed  and  enforced  under  the  assurances  of  permanency  given 
to  them  by  the  Board's  orders,  the  Collector  would  only  have  to  renew,  up- 
on similar  principles,  the  original  settlement  of  the  few  Pergunnahs,  (such 
as  Nirwun,  Chownsa  and  Dhoos),  where,  from  over  assessment  or  other 
causes,  the  Pottahs  originally  issued  had  failed. 

The  Resident  was  of  opinion  that  considering  the  circumstances  of 
the  country,  divided  much  more  than  either  Bengal  or  Behar  into  minute 
portions  and  small  estates,  in  proprietorship  and  occupancy  of  a  martial 
race  of  men,  all  or  most  of  whom  had  either  as  landlords  or  ryots  derived 
their  subsistence,  time  out  of  mind,  from  their  several  small  tenures,  from 
which  it  would  therefore  prove  the  greatest  hardship  and  difficulty  to  remove 
or  expel  them,  it  might  seem  that,  as  the  fiinds  for  the  public  revenue 
were  by  experience  found  to  be  more  than  equal  to  the  demands  of  Gov- 
ernment on  the  district,  there  was  no  necessity  for  proceeding,  as  in  the 
lower  Provinces,  to  the  alienation  of  landed  property  by  public  sale,  of 
those  who  might  occasionally  fall  in  arrear  from  bad  seasons  or  other 
causes,  which  such  small  tenures  were  less  able  to  bear  the  effects  of  than 
_,,.„,,  ,    in  Bengral,  where  the  Zemindarees  were  much  more 

Public  Sales  for  arrears  of  ° 

Revenue  should  not  be  en-     extensive.     Instead  of  this  the  Collector,  (acting 

£orcGcl 

in  all  cases  under  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Revenue),  might  be  directed  to  punish  the  parties  thus  failing,  by  dispos- 
session, and  by  holding  kkas  the  lands  of  all  such  landholders  as  had  for- 
feited or  should  hereafter  forfeit,  their  permanent  leases,  until  the  proprie- 
tor should,  from  seeing  their  improved  state  to  which  they  must  soon  attain 
under  the  fostering  care  of  the  Collector,  offer  and  give  security  to  pay 
up,  not  only  the  balance  incurred  but  the  full  future  jumma,  as  originally 
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assessed  on  the  land  in  question  at  the  period  of  the  permanent  settlement. 
This  lenient  mode  would  be  more  congenial  to  tlie  habits  and  manners  of 
this  frontier  district,  and  sufficiently  answer  the  ends  for  which  public  sales 
had  long  been  practiced  in  the  Provinces.  It  was  also  apprehended  that 
the  last  mentioned  expedient  would  be  found  in  this  country  to  be  in  most 
instances  ineffectual  from  the  want  of  buyers,  who  must  be  deterred  from 
the  resistance,  which  in  most  cases  they  would  dread,  and  in  many  must 
certainly  experience,  from  the  despair,  ignorance  or  violence  of  the  dis- 
possessed landholders,  and  it  would  therefore  be  inapplicable  to  the  customs 
and  unnecessary  to  the  exigencies  of  this  district.  It  was  submitted  therefore 
that  Government  sales  of  the  lands  need  not  form  a  part  of  the  system  or 
at  least  should  not  operate  as  a  general  rule  in  the  realization  of  the  arrears 
of  revenue,  which  under  common  good  management,  as  above  intimated, 
could  never  prove  so  great  as  to  efifect  what  the  Company  was  entitled  to 
receive  from  Benares. 

The  relation  of  the  Putteedars  towards  their  principal  brethern,  the 
^  ,  ..         ...        .  „  .      Pottahdars  of  Government,  was  sufficiently  explain- 

Relative  positions  of  Put-  '  •'        ^ 

teedars  and  Pottahdars.  ed  in  the  Board's   letter,  and  it  appeared  that,  as 

the  general  settlement  stood  already  concluded  without  any  application 
having  been  preferred  for  the  appointment  of  managers,  (excepting  only  in 
a  single  pergunuah  of  Kurrendeh,  were  many  disputes  had  since  ensued 
between  the  Putteedars  and  the  said  managers),  no  further  alteration  seemed 
requisite,  since  every  dissatisfied  Putteedar  was  of  course  at  liberty  to  pro- 
secute, and  many  of  them  did  accordingly  prosecute  in  the  Adawlut,  the 
Pottahdars  of  Gov^ernmeut  for  their  separate  rights  whereupon  the  success- 
ful parties  might,  if  they  chose,  have  their  part  of  the  joint  estate  divided 
to  them  on  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  printed  Regulations  for  Bengal 
and  Behar. 

The  observations  made  by  Government  relative  to  making  a  settle- 
ment with  the  head  cultivators  of  the  villages   where  there  were  no  Ze- 
mindars were  perfectly  applicable  throughout  a  great  part  of  the  residua*- 
ry  lands,  which  on  the  conclusion  of  the  permanent  settlement  were  left 
khas  for  want  of  proprietors,  as  Avell  as  for  the  en- 

Where  no   Zemindar,  the        .  ,,    ,.       . 

Settlement  to  be  made  with     tire,  though  small  district  of  Ahrowrah,  in   Avhich 

^^    ^*  "'  the  settlement  made  with  farmers,   (for  the  here- 

ditary Zemindar  was  cut  off  by  Raja  Bulwunt  Sing),  having  failed,  mea- 
sures had  been  taken  by  the  Resident,  before  the  receipt  of  the  present  or- 
ders, for  the  adoption  of  nearly  the  same  plan  which  was  now  authorized 
by  Government. 

In  consequence  of  the  instructions  contained  in  the  Board's  letter. 
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the  Resident  had  issued   a   notification,  allowing,  under  certain  conditions, 

all  Pottahholders  under  Goverument   to  pay  their  revenue  directly  to  the 

^  ,.     .,    „      ,  ,        ,      Treasury   of   Benares,    with  the  exception  of  the 

Ordinarily  Pottabdars  al-  .   ^  _  * 

lowed  to  pay  direct   iuto     Raja  s  Jagheer  and  A  niildaree  districts.     The  Raja 
leusury.  ^^j  j^.^  Officers  were   believed  to  be  more  alarm- 

ed and  objected  the  more  strongly  to  this  measure  affecting  his  districts 
as  they  were  conscious  of  having  afforded  greater  cause  than  the  Govern- 
ment's own  Amils  to  this  choice  of  separation. 

With  regard  to  the    Board's  siiggestions  regarding  creating  two 

divisions  for  Courts  of  Judicature  the  Resident  intimated  that  it   would 

seem  frona  the  geographical  situation  of  the  two  divisions  indicated  by  the 

Board,  as  well  as  from  the  great  difference  in  their  relative  value  and 

population,  that  the  separation  of  the  district  made  by  the   Ganges  was 

not  the  best  adapted  for  the  local  jurisdiction  of  the 

Geographical     Umita   of     Qourts  of  Justice  ;  and  as  it  was  apprehended  that 
Courts  jurisdiction.  . 

two  such  Courts  would  prove  insufficient  to  hear 

and  decide  the  numerous  causes  that  must  come  before  them,  he  there- 
fore submitted  that,  exclusive  of  the  city  of  Benares,  three  Courts  should 
"be  established  at  the  towns  of  Mirzapore,  Jounpore  and  Ghazeepoor  to 
have  jurisdiction  as  well  over  those  towns  as  over  a  due  proportion  of  the 
contiguous  Pergunnahs,  so  as  to  divide,  in  the  most  convenient  manner, 
with  regard  to  distance  and  contiguity,  the  4  Circars  between  them,  unless, 
(which  would  prove  a  considerable  advantage),  the  5  or  (5  Pei"gunnahs 
nearest  on  both  sides  of  the  river  to  the  city  of  Benares  were  placed  under 
its  jurisdiction,  which-  would  render  the  whole  more  compact,  as  the  inha- 
bitants in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  would  experience  much  delay  and  be 
averse  to  resort  to  the  seats  of  the  other  Adawluts,  as  well  fi*om  habit,  as 
from  the  remoteness  of  their  situation. 

With  respect  to  the  realization  of  the  revenue  and  the  appointment 
of  Courts  of  Appeal  noticed  by  the  Board,  the  Resident  had  no  further  ob- 
servations to  make  than  that,  consisteutly  with  the  lenient  method  pro- 
posed by  him  on  the  subject  (viz.  the  temporary  dispossession  of  parties  in 
arrear,  instead  of  proceeding  as  a  general  rule  to  the  public  sale  of  the 
landholder's  estates),  all  the  other  provisions  seemed  sufficiently  applica- 
ble to  the  situation  of  this  country,  inclusive  of  the  appointment  of  a  Court 
of  Appeals  and  of  the  Zillah  and  City  Courts,  with  only  such  modifica- 
tions as  might  occur  in  drawing  out  the  formal  Regulations  for  the  future 
Judicial  and  Financial  system  of  Benares.     This 

Resident's  views  regard-  i       .,  i        •    •  r  xu      td       j      *        u 

ing  Courts  of  Appeal  uud  was  also  the  general  opmion  ot  the  Resident  witli 
powera  of  AiaiU  respect  to  the  criminal   jurisdiction   and  to  the 
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Police  of  the  Zemindaree,  with  tlie  exception  that,  as  long  as  Aimls  were 
at  all  necessary  for  the  collection  of  the  revenrue,  perhaps,  (considering  the 
long  established  practice  and  the  consequent  habits  of  the  natives),  there 
might  prove,  at  first  at  least,  more  disadvantage  than  its  contrary,  in  fw- 
mally  exonerating  them,  from  the  little  more  than  nominal  responsibility 
in  which  they  now  stood  towards  Government  for  the  revenue,  the  more 
especially  since  that  degree  of  responsibility  seemed  capable,  by  depriving 
them  of  all  power  of  coercion  further  than  what  the  tenor  and  spirit  of 
the  printed  Regulations  admitted  of,  being  so  modified  as  only  the  more 
effectually  to  fix  their  attention  to  their  duty,  without  permitting  them  to 
act  oppressively  towards  tlwse  who- paid  the  revenue. 

The  Regulations  regarding  disqualified  landholders  pro'posed  by  the 
Board  might  hereafter  be  introduced  into  Benares,  though,  under  the  mo- 
difications as  to  the  general  system   now  submitted   there  appeared  no 
immediate  occasion  for  them.     The  Resident  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
relative  to  the  general  scope  and  tendency  of  what- 

Kulea  regarding  disqiiali'  ... 

fiej  landUolder  might  be  ever  deviations  were  suggested  in  this  address  from 
^^  ^^^'^  '  the  general  system  wisely  adopted   in  the  Provin- 

ces, that  the  latter  might  be  more  beneficially  introduced  into  the  depart- 
ment of  Finance  by  a  gradual  than  by  an  immediately  full  and  entire 
adoption. 

There  could  be  no  objection  to  the  11th  Regulation  of  1793  as  no- 
Resideufs  remarks  regard-     ticed  in  the  Board's  letter,  supposing  its  operatioa 

ing  the  several    Re^ulatious  .  i  i.  o  r 

of  the  Provinces  proposed  to      BOt   tO  be  retrospective, 
be  extended  to  Beuares. 

The  Resident  was  collecting  information  relative  to  the  rates  of  in- 
terest in  Benares,  on  which  a  Regulation  might  be  framed  with  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  country  at  large,  similar  in  tenor  and  spirit  to  those  with- 
in the  Provinces ;  and  the  17th  Regulation  seemed  also  welt  capable  of 
a  gradual  introduction  by  rules  to  be  adopted  for  this  district. 

The  18th  Regulation  had  been  omitted  to  be  inserted  in  the  book 
sent  up  to  the  Resident,  but  from  its  title  and  the  table  of  contents,  it 
seemed  perfectly  applicable  to  the  system  for  the  administration  of  justice, 
as  did  the  19th,  for  preventing  undue  alienations  of  land  from  the  revenue, 
on  which  abuse  some  restrictions  had  already  been  put  which  might  be  re- 
ferred to  and  made  part  of  the  Regulation  for  Benares. 

The  20th  Regulation  required  »o  remark,  and  as  to  the  Canoojigoes, 
nhose  situation  was  adverted  to  in  the  Board's  letter,  they  might  with- 
out any  inconvenience  be  placed  on  the  footing  therein  pointed  out. 
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The  Board's  order  with  regard  to  pensions  would  be  attended  to, 
and  the  25th  Regulation  relative  to  the  division  of  lands  might  safely  be 
adopted,  and  a  similar  one  to  the  27th,  regarding  abolition  of  the  internal 
duties,  drawn  out  as  directed. 

The  28th  Regulation  was  already  in  force,  and  would  be  drawn  out 
as  directed,  as  well  as  the  terms  of  the  opium  contract,  and  the  23rd,  re- 
relative  to  embankments  might  very  properly  suggest  good  rules  for  simi- 
lar purposes  in  this  district,  and  be  thereupon  formed  into  a  Regulation  as 
required. 

No  material  objection  was  at  present  seen  to  the  introduction  of  the 
tax  on  intoxicating  liquors,  as  it  stood  expressly  excluded  from  the  funds 
assigned  to  the  Pottah-holders  for  the  permanent  settlement,  excepting 
as  regarded  that  department  in  the  city  of  Benares,  which  having  fallen 
into  the  Raja's  hands  he  might  prove  very  averse  to  part  with  it,  and 
a  former  part  of  this  letter  would  show  that  to  obtain  great  concessions 
from  him,  the  Resident  had  sometimes  been  obliged  to  yield  to  him  in 
smaller  points. 

The  subject  of  the  coinage  in  Benares  required  further  considera- 
tion than  what  had  been  bestowed  on  it,  although  the  subject  was  once 
before  under  the  late  Governor  General's  consideration,  when  sundry  ob- 
jections were  stated  to  reducing  the  Benares  coin  to  the  same  standard  as 
within  the  Provinces,  the  grounds  of  which  would  be  referred  to  when 
a  full  and  explicit  opinion  on  the  subject  was  submitted,  as  the  Board's 
orders  required. 

There  could  be  no  objection  to  the  registry  of  deeds  and  of  royal 
grants  as  noticed  in  the  Board's  letter  and,  as  an  experiment,  the  Amils 
or  Tehseeldars  might  be  entrusted  with  the  judicial  authority  suggested 
by  the  Board,  the  more  safely,  as  the  decisions  they  might  pass  were  not 
to  be  enforced  by  themselves  but  by  order  of  the  European  Judges  of  the 
superior  Courts. 

The  41st  regulation  required  no  remark,  and  all  the  rules  regarding 
the  collection  of  the  Customs  would  be  formed  into  a  seperate  Regulation, 
though  for  this  purpose  it  might  be  advantageous  if  the  Resident  were  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  of  those  for  Bengal.  At  the  same  time  it  was  stated 
that  no  material  improvements  were  required  in  the  existing  system  of 
those  for  Benares,  which  was  considered  to  be  the  best  arranged  and  well 
conducted  department  within  the  district. 

There  was  already  a  set  of  Regulations  for  the  Invalids  in  Benares 
fdl  of  whom  were  of  the  descjiption  referred  to  in  the  23rd  section  of  the 
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43rd  Regulation  of  1793,  and  of  course  the  subsequent  part  of  the  said 
Regulation  seemed  alone  applicable  to  the  present  circumstances  of  these 
discharged  Sepoys  in  Benares. 

On  the  grounds'already  assigned,  the  dispossession  of  landholders 
rather  than  the  sale  of  their  lands,  might,  at  least  for  some  time  to  come, 
be  preferred  in  Benares.  At  the  same  time,  as  their  existing  engage- 
ments subjected  them  in  such  cases,  (as  reported  in  the  letter  of  the  Resi- 
dent, dated  the  25th^November  1790),  as  well  to  the  actual  sale  of  their 
real  property  as  of  their  effects,  this  extremity  might  be  resorted  to  in  such 
cases  as  the  collector  might  report  to  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  be  indis- 
pensable, either  by  way  of  example,  in  cases  of  notorious  bad  conduct  of 
the  party  in  arrears,  or  where  it  might  appear  necessary  for  the  future 
realization  of  the  Government  revenue,  since,  as  already  intimated,  the 
small  partial  failures  that  were  likely  to  occur  in  a  district  divided  for 
the  most  part  into  such  minute  portions  of  ground,  could  not,  probably, 
be  expected  to  efiect  the  ultimate  annual  demands  of  Government,  or  the 
surplus  revenue. 

The  Zemindars  would,  it  was  believed,  prefer  a  Betay,  or  contingent, 
to  any  money,  or  fixed,  settlement  with  Government,  more  especially  in  those 
district  usually  denominated  Betay  ones,  from  crops  principally  produced  in 
them  depending  chiefly  on  the  character  of  the  rainy  season. 

It  was  observed  that  the  46th  Regulation  relative  to  Paupers  was 
not  to  be  found  in  the  book  transmitted  to  the  Resident.  To  the  proposed 
Register  of  lands  noticed  by  the  Board,  there  could  be  no  objection,  nor  to 
the  49th  Regulation. 

The  Establishments  proposed  for  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  and 
Court  of  Circuit  required  no  remark,  and  till  the  Board  should  have  deter- 
mined on  the  number  of  Courts  to  be  instituted,  and  as  to  whether  the 
City  Court  of  Benares  would  be  vested  with  any  Mofussil  jurisdiction,  the 
exact  state  of  the  expense  could  not  be  made  out.  It  was  stated  that  the 
present  annual  expense  of  the  Residency  and  of  the  several  Adawluts  that 
"were  at  the  Company's  charge,  and  the  establishment  of  the  two  Moolky 
Courts  as  defrayed  from  the  Moolky  Treasury,  amounted  to  about  Rs.  27,000 
per  annum. 

With  regard  to  fixing  the  native  officers'  establishment  of  the  Courts 
of  Justice,  the  Resident  before  proceeding  on  it  requested  to  be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  that  for  Patna. 

It  did  not  appear  that  any  special  [Regulation  was  necessary  to  be 


250  MEASURES  CONNECTED  WITH  THE 

adopted  with  regard  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City  Court  over  Foreigners 
residing  in  Benares  for  religious  purposes,  since  excepting  the  single  case 
of  independent  Rajas  and  their  innnediate  families  and  retinues,  (such  as 
came  to  sojourn  for  one  or  more  months  and  not  to  reside  at  Benares),  all 
other  description  of  Hindoos  resorting  to  it  to  settle  as  fixed  inhabitants,  (as 
was  the  case  with  many  who  came  for  the  advantage  of  here  ending  their 
lives),  should  be,  as  they  were  now,  subject  to  the  same  jurisdiction  as  the 
native  inhabitants ;  and  as  to  those  comprehended  within  the  preceding 
exception,  it  might  be  provided  that  the  Judge  of  the  City  Court  should 
act  with  similar  delicacy  and  precaution  as  the  native  Judge  had  hitherto 
observed,  by  apprizing  the  Senior  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  in  his  sepa- 
rate character  of  Resident,  of  any  applications  preferred  to  him  tending 
disagreeably  to  affect  such  visitors  of  high  rank  and  family,  whereupon 
the  Resident  might  in  his  discretion  either  authorize  the  cause  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  or,  suspending  its  progress  in  the  Court,  accommodate  it  by 
his  own  interference,  or  if  that  should  prove  inadequate,  report  the  case 
to  Government  and  await  instructions  thereon.  The  same  rule  might  also 
be  observed  in  all  civil  cases  with  respect  to  the  several  branches  of  the 
Royal  family  now  living  at  Benares,  in  respect  to  whom  it  was  perhaps 
to  be  regretted  that  they  ever  came  to  it,  not  only  because  the  chief  branch 
of  them  under  Kutlucic  Sultan  Begum  occupied  the  ground  belonging  to  a 
Shewalah,  or  temple,  which  was  either  the  Raja's  or  private  property,  but 
because  the  late  Prince,  the  Begum's  husband,  and,  since  his  death,  his  part 
of  the  family,  had  assumed  therein  and  in  the  adjoining  Bazar,  a  kind  of 
distinct  jurisdiction,  which  could  not  but  prove  more  or  less  obstructive  of 
and  prejudicial  to  the  general  Police,  and  therefore  the  Resident  ha«i  dis- 
couraged to  the  best  of  his  power  the  beginning  and  progress  of  a  similar 
establishment  attempted  by  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Prince. 

As  to  the  Regulations  to  be  observed  with  respect  to  receiving 
complaints  that  might  be  preferred  by  the  farmers  or  ryotg  of  the  Raja's 
Jagheers,  inclusive  of  his  hereditary  Zemindaree  of  Kuswar,  in  matters 
of  revenue,  it  was  thought  that  he  might  be  readily  brought  to  agree  to 
their  being  cognizable  by  the  Collector  in  the  same  ways  as  the  Resident 
had  hitherto  been  used  occasionally  two  interfere  and  procure  an  adjustment 
of  such  cases  either  by  reference  to  himself  or  his  Officers  ;  and  as  to  all 
matters  of  property,  in  land  or  otherwise,  it  was  imagined  that  he  would 
have  no  serious  objection  to  let  the  parties  prosecute  in  the  Adawlut. 

The  Resident  had  already  delivered  his  opinion  on  the  question  as  to 
the  number  of  Zillahs  and  Courts,  and  as  to  the  collectorship,  it  was 
thought  that  there  were  two  reasons  for  not  dividing  it,  at  least  for  the  pre- 
sent :  1st  because  the  Raja,  (who  principally  saw  or  felt  any  real  dimiuu- 
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tion  of  his  power  in  regard  to  the  revenue,)  would  be  put  to  inconvenieuce 
and  be  in  a  great  degree  prechidod  from  the  personal  exercise  of  the  pri- 
vileges reserved  to  him  of  signing  all  Pottahs  and  Farighkuttees  were  these 
issuable  at  any  other  place  than  at  the  head  Cutcherry  of  Benares,  and 
iindly,  because  the  greater  part  of  the  revenue  was  in  fact  realized  to  Go- 
vernment through  the  channel  of  tlie  bankers  of  this  city,  which  practice 
could  not  be  otherwise  than  gradually  discontinued. 

It  was  intimated,  that  the  Regulations  would  be  proceeded  with 
as  much  despatch  at  the  variety  of  the  Resident's  other  daily  avocations 
would  permit  hira  to  do  ;  as  since  his  last  return  to  Benares  they  had 
proved  exceedingly  numerous. 

On  the  27th  October  1794<  the  Resident,  with  reference  to  Govern- 
ment Orders   of  the  20th  instant,   forwarded  the 

Agreenieot  with  the  R;ija 
of  Benareci  regarding  the  as-     original  and   translation  of  the  Raja's  agreement 
Bieiiment  to  him   of  one  lac  ,  ,   .  c         •.       ii         ^         -i^i  i  ^i 

of  Ra.  surplus  revenue  of  the  "^^de  out  in  confomuty  thereto  With  a  hope  that, 
Provuioe.  -^  pq}jj^  (jf  fQ,.jj^  a^j.  ^yei[  Q^  a  substance,  it  might 

be  honored  with  the  approbation  of  Government. 

As  to  the  form,  it  was  observed  that  the  Raja  having  been  used  to 
that  of  Sowals,  the  few  which  were  presented,  (none  of  which  seemed  in 
the  least  exceptionable),  had  been  incorporated  in  the  present  Ikrarnamah 
with  the  exception  of  the  first,  in  which  he  had  expressed  a  hope  that 
all  the  surplus  revenue  of  Benares  might  be  assigned  to  him,  clearly  un- 
derstanding at  the  same  time,  and  having  been  satisfied,  that  the  Resident's 
jawab  or  answer  to  that  article  was  to  limit  his  share  therein  to  one  lac  of 
rupees  as  his  concurrence  had  before  been  expressed  in  the  matter.  On 
the  Resident's  suggesting  the  present  form  of  agreement,  he  immediately 
and  most  freely  executed  and  signed  it  at  his  own  house,  and  came  him- 
self, in  company  with  his  principal  servant  Deleep  Singh,  to  deliver  it  and 
receive  the  counterpart  passed  in  like  manner  under  the  seal  and  signa- 
ture of  the  Resident. 

It  was  intimated  that  at  the  delivery  and  interchange  of  these 
deeds  there  was  also  present  Lalla  Sookh  Lai,  through   whom  had  passed 
most  of  the  Resident's  communications  with  the  Raja.     The  Resident  there- 
fore recommended  that  Lalla   Sookh  Lai  misht  be 
Lalla  s^khlal'a  services     considered  by  Government  as  deserving  of  its  just 
favor  and  protection  for  having  uniformly  given 
the  Raja  the  best  of  advice  on  this  and  all  other  occasions  as    far  as 
depended  on  him.     It  was  believed  at  the  same  time  that  the  present  ar- 
rangement was  agreeable  enough  to  all  the  other  servants  of  the  Raja,  not 
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excepting  Baboo  Deleep  Singh,  who  expressed  as  much  to  the  Resident  on 
his  taking  leave  after  the  execution  of  the  deeds. 

There  remained  now  only  to  decide  as  to  the  distribution  of  the 

surplus  for  the  last  two  years,  in  regard  to  which 

Distribution  of    surplus    the  Raia  had  only  modestly  intimated  his  wish  that 

requiring  to  be  settled.  •'  *'  ,  ^ 

he  might  be  a  partaker,  without  in  the  least  pre- 
tending to  fix  the  amount. 

The  Resolutions  passed  by  the  Governor-General  in  Council  on  the 
several  points  contained  in  the  above  address  were 

Resolutions  of  Qoverment  . 

on  the  above  letter.  tO  the  followmg  efitect  : — 

That  a  Regulation  as  suggested  by  the  Resident  be  drafted  and  published 
in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  41st   Regulation   passed  in  1793. 

That  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Resident,  the  Regulation  for  the  sale 
of  lands  of  defaiilting  proprietors  be  not  made  the  general  rule  for  enforcing  pay- 
ment of  the  revenue  as  in  Bengal,  but  that,  in  lieu  of  it,  the  Resident  be  directed 
to  frame  a  Regulation  authorizing  the  Collector  with  the  sanction  of  the  Board 
of  Revenue  to  dispossess  the  defaulting  land-holders  of  the  management  of  their 
lands,  and  to  hold  the  lands  khas,  until  the  proprietors  shall  pay  or  give  satis- 
factory security  for  discharging  the  balance  incurred,  and  the  full  future  jumma 
as  originally  assessed  at  the  permanent  settlement.  That  a  Clause  however  be 
inserted  in  the  Regulation  reserving  to  Government  the  option  of  letting  the 
lands  on  lease  either  for  a  term  or  in  perpetuity  to  any  person  whom  they  may 
think  proper  in  the  event  of  the  dispossessed  proprietor  refusing  to  resume  the 
management  of  his  lands  under  the  conditions  proposed. 

That  under  the  explanation  afforded  by  Mehndee  Ally  Khan  and  the 
Resident,  as  to  the  relative  situation  of  the  Putteedars  with  respect  to  their 
principal  brethem  who  are  the  Pottahdars  of  Government,  it  seemed  imnecessary 
and  unadvisable  to  carry  into  execution  the  proposition  made  by  the  Board  in 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  managers.  That  when  the  disputes  between  the 
Putteedars  and  their  managers,  as  in  the  single  case  of  the  Pergunnah  of  Kmr- 
renda  specified  by  the  Resident,  were  of  a  nature  to  admit  of  no  accom- 
modation and  to  impede  the  realizing  of  the  revenue,  a  manager  might  be 
temporarily  appointed,  whilst  the  litigating  parties  prosecuted  their  claims  in  the 
Courts  of  Adawlut,  but  then  only  in  cases  of  necessity,  as  it  seemed  better  to  pro- 
mote and  support  as  far  as  could  be  done,  the  system  of  internal  management 
with  respect  to  the  Putteedars  now  in  force,  on  the  principle  of  preserving  union 
amongst  the  different  connections  of  large  families,  referring  occasional  and  indi- 
vidual claims  to  the  Courts  of  Adawlut. 

That  the  proposition  to  make  the  settlement  with  the  head   cultivators 
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where  there  were  po  Zemindars  appearing  perfectly  applicable  to  the  lands  in 
question,  it  be  confirmed,  but  the  Resideut  be  careful  to  define  clearly  in  the  Re- 
gulation the  terms  on  which  the  settlement  should  be  formed. 

That  the  proposition  to  allow  Pottah-holders  to  pay  their  Revenue  direct 
to  the  Treasury  be  confirmed,  with  the  exception  suggested  by  the  Resident  with 
regard  to  the  Raja's  Jagheer, 

That  upon  the  grounds  stated  by  the  Resident,  four  Courts  be  established 
for  the  administration  of  Justice  in  the  first  instance,  one  at  the  City  of  Benares, 
one  at  Mirzapoor,  one  at  Jouapoor  and  one  at  Ghazeepoor,  and  that  the  Resident  be 
directed  to  fix  such  limitsfor  their  local  jurisdiction  as  might  appear  to  him  ad- 
visable. 

That  the  suggestions  regarding  the  realization  of  the  Revenue  and  the 
Courts  of  Appeal  be  confirmed,  under  the  prescribed  exception  with  regard  to  the 
sale  of  lands,  and  with  a  further  qualification  in  regard  to  empowering  the  Col- 
lector, in  cases  in  which  it  may  appear  to  him  advisable,  to  keep  a  defaulting 
renter  under  restraint  at  his  own  Cutcherry  for  a  period  of  ten  days,  but  that  if 
he  did  not  discharge  the  arrears  by  the  expiration  of  that  period  that  he  be 
transferred  to  the  public  Jail. 

That  the  modifications  suggested  by  the  Resident  with  regard  to  the  pow- 
ers to  be  exercised  by  the  Civil  and  Criminal  Courts  be  adopted. 

That  upon  the  grounds  stated  by  the  Resident,  the  introduction  of  the 
Regulations  regarding  disqualified  laud-holders  be  suspended. 

That  the  11th,  12th,  and  13th  Regulations  be  extended  to  Benares,  but 
without  giving  a  retrospective  operation  to  the  former. 

That  the  introduction  of  the  15th  Regulation  regarding  Interest  be  sus- 
pended until  the  receipt  of  the  Resident's  promised  information  on  the  subject. 

That  the   Resident  prepare  a  Regxilation  adapting  the  rules  in  the  17th 
Regulation  to  the  local  circumstances  of  the  Zemindaree. 

That  the  8th  Regulation  be  adopted  in  Benares  and  that  the  Resident 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  it,  and  that  the  19th  Regulation  with  the  necessary 
modifications  be  also  extended  to  the  Zemindaree. 

That  the  instructions  regarding  Canoongoes,  the  division  of  lands,  abolition 
of  internal  duties,  terms  of  the  opium  contract  and  embankments  be  confirmed. 

That  a  tax  on  intoxicating  liquors  and  drugs  be  established  in  the  coun- 
try, but,  as  the  control  of  this  branch  of  the  revenue  in  the  City  is  so  immedi- 
ately connected  with  the  Police,  the  Resident  be  informed  that  the  Governor  Gene- 


254;  MEASURKS   CONNECTED   WITH  THE 

r.il  in  Council  was  anxious  it  should  be  vested  with  the  Officer^of  the  Government, 
under  any  modification  or  accommodation  that  might  reconcile  the  Itiija  to  part  with 
it,  such  as  giving  up  the  whole  of  the  nett  receipts  to  the  Kaja,  or  such  part  of 
them  as  might  remain  unappropriated  after  ajiplving  a  specific  sum  towards  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  the  Police,  or  uuder  such  other  mode  of  adjustment  as 
might  appear  advisable. 

That  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  coinage  be  postponed  until 
the  receipt  of  the  Resident's  promised   opinion  respecting  it. 

That  the  Resident's  recommendation  regarding  Registry  of  Deeds  and 
lloyal  Grants  and  the  investing  of  Amils  and  Tehseeldars  with  Judicial  powers, 
be  confirmed. 

That  the  Resident  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  Custom  House  Re- 
gulations in  Bengal. 

That  the  Rules  in  the  33rd  Section  of  the  43rd  Rrgulation  regarding  In- 
valids be  framed  into  a  Regulation  applicable  to  the  existing  grants,  and  that  the 
new  Regulations  now  in  force  in  the  Provinces  be  extended  to  Benares  with  any 
modifications  that  might  be  necessary  in  the  event  of  any  further  grants  being 
made  to  Invalids  in  that  Zemindaree. 

That  the  suggestions  regarding  treatment  of  defaulting  landholders  be 
approved  and  that  he  be  directed  to  make  the  necessary  provisions  in  the  Regu- 
lations for  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

That  a  copy  of  the  46th  Regulation  (relative  to  Paupers)  be  transmitted 
to  the  Resident,  and  that  it  be  adopted  in  Benares,  with  the  48th  and  49th  Regu- 
lations (Registry  of  lands  and  prevention  of  boimdai-y  affrays)  and  modified  ac- 
cording to  the  local  circumstances  of  the  Zemindaree. 

That  the  Resident  be  furnished  with  copies  of  establishments  required 
by  him  and  that  the  establishment  recommended  by  him  for  the  Collectorship 
be  approved. 

That  neither  the  Royal  family  nor  occasional  residents  be  allowed  to  ex- 
ercise any  authority  over  any  persons  in  the  Province  or  City  of  Benares  not  being 
their  own  immediate  servants,  and  that  it  be  made  a  part  of  the  instructions  to 
the  Senior  Judge  in  his  capacity  of  Resident  to  explain  this  rule  to  them,  and 
that  they  and  their  followers  must  hold  themselves  amenable  to  the  established 
Jurisdictions  for  any  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  Country.  The  Governor  Gene- 
ral in  Council  however  thinks  it  proper  to  record  that  it  is  not  his  intention  that 
this  rule  shall  be  indiscriminately  and  rigorously  enfoiced,  but  that  the  Senior 
Judge  should  be  allowed  a  discretionary  power  of  dispensing  with  it  in  cnses  in 
which,  from  the  rank   and   circumstances   of  the  jparties,  the   application   of  it 
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wooiH  be  obviously  objectionable.  In  such  instances  he  should  of  course  be 
required  to  act  with  suitable  delicacy  and  caution,  particularly  adverting  to  the 
conduct  observed  by  his  predecessor  on  similar  occasions  and  waiting  for  the 
orders  of  Government  in  all  cases  of  doubt. 

That  the  Resident  be  directed  to  frame  a  regulation  containing  such 
special  rules  as  nivy  appear  to  him  advisable  to  be  observed  in  receiving  and 
trying  the  suits  siUuded  to  in  this  paragraph. 

That  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Resident  there  be  only  one  Collec- 
tor for  the  Zemindaree. 

That  the  suggestions  with  regard  to  the  appealed  causes  be  adopted,  and 
that  the  necessary  instructions  be  issued  to  the  Judges  upon  the  establishment 
of  the  Courts. 

The  Resident  reported  to  Government  on  the  15th  October  1794 
PergrmnaliAgoreeBurhur.  *^'^t  Raja  Adil  Shah,  the  Zemindar  of  Pergunnah 
t;:Ssl  ';™X'.nd'  Burhur  Agoree,  (whose  situation  was  explained  in 
approved  by  Government.  the  Resident's  address  of  the  16th  February  1788 
and  in  the  orders  thereon  issued  by  Government,  and  also  in  the  Resident's 
letters  of  the  26th  April  1789  and  25th  November  1790),  having  died  on 
the  30th  of  the  past  month,  it  became  a  matter  of  consideration  how  to 
dispose  of  the  district  he  had  held  under  Board's  orders  of  the  11th  April 
1788.  The  Raja  had  left  a  large  family  of  relations  and  it  seemed  a  desir- 
able object  to  devise  some  provision  for  them  ;  with  which  view  the  Resi- 
dent had  applied  to  know  whether  Raja  Mehipnarain  would  be  pleased  to 
admit  of  the  late  Adil  Shah's  adopted  son  and  heir  succeeding  and  continu- 
ing to  hold  the  Pergunnah  on  terms  of  its  present  permanent  settlement  as 
to  the  Jumma  payable  from  it.  The  Raja  had  agreed  to  this  and  it  was 
supposed  that  the  Governor-General  in  Council  would  have  no  objection 
since  the  Boards's  Regulation  of  the  11th  April  1788  was  made  in  reference 
to  the  present  Raja  of  Benares'  rights  under  tiie  settlement  made  with  him 
in  1781,  which  could  not  be  considered  as  suffering  any  infringement,  whilst 
the  permanency  of  this  Agoree  Burhur  family  in  their  ancient  hereditary  pos- 
session was  agreed  to  by  the  only  person  who  could  set  up  a  claim  against  it. 

Nor  would  the  continuance  of  this  family  otherwise  materially  af- 
fect the  system  of  the  collections,  for  they  had  been,  since  the  permanent 
settlement,  only  the  collectors  of  the  funds  ascertained  by  the  Pottahs  then 
issued  to  the  several  villages. 

On  the  7th  of  November  1794',  the  Resident  was  informed  that  the 
Arrangement  approved.        Governor-General  in  Council  entirely  approved  the 
above  suggestions  respecting  the  Zemindaree  of  the  late  Adil  Shah. 
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The  Government,  observed  with  much  satisfaction  the  ready  acquies- 
Satiafaction  expressed  at    cencB  of  the  Raja  in  the  Board's  recommendation 

to  Sookhlai  being  rewarded,  deration  of  the  services  of  Sookh  Lai,  authorized 
the  Resident  to  grant  him  an  allowance  equivalent  to  what  he  had  hitherto 
enjoyed  from  the  collections  of  that  Mehal. 

On  the  J  2th  February  1795,  the  Resident  issued  the  following  in- 
structions to  the  Ameens  appointed  to  see  Pottahs  granted  to  the  Ryots  :— 

Inasmuch  as  by  sundry  and  repeated  orders  issued  to  Amils  and  Ca- 
Instructions    to  Ameens    "oongoes  it  had  been  required  of  the  Zemindars  and 
regarding  Pottahs.  farmers  to  issue  Bil  Mukta  Pottahs,    (that  is,  with  the 

Mai  and  Abwab  included),  to  their  Ryots  for  the  Nukdee  or  ready  money  part  of 
the  rent  payable  to  them  from  the  lands  of  which   the  Jumma  had  been  perma- 
nently settled  between  them  and  Government,   and  declaratory  of  the  mode  and 
amount  of  the  Betay,  where  the  said  rent  was  estimated  according  to  the  produce, 
whether  in  equal  proportion,  or  in  that  of  7  to  9  or  5  to  2  or  of  2  to  1,  or  subject 
to  whatever  local  Zabetana  would  be  found  to  prevail,   whilst  the  Amils  had  been 
directed  to  issue  similar  Pottahs  in  those  parts  of  the  Pergunnah  that  continued 
Amanee ;  and  there  being  reason  to  believe  that  the  Pottahs  thus  enjoined  to  be 
granted  had  not  yet  been  issued  in  due  and  sufficient  manner : — Ameens  had 
therefore  been  appointed  to  cause  Pottahs  to  be  issued  anew  throughout  all  the 
extent  of  their  Ameenships,  and  it  \sas  incumbent  on  them  that  in  conformity  to 
the  requsitions  in  this  Perwannah  they  should,  believing  themselves  to  be  in  the 
sight  and  under  the  observance  of  the  Almighty,  with  the  utmost  fidelity  cause 
the  Zemindars  and  farmers  in  the  Mushukhusee,  or  settled  Mouzahs  or  villages, 
to  issue  Pottahs  to  the  Ryots  and  cultivators,  in  conformity  to  the  draft  herewith 
transmitted,  (the  Amils  would  do  the  same  in  the  Amanee  villages)  in  such  man- 
ner as  that  in  the  Mushukhusee  Mouzahs,  the  rates  of  payment   according  to  the 
two  last  years  might  stand  clearly  specified  in  the  Pottahs  of  every  Ryot  and  cul- 
tivator, as  far  as  regards  the  Nukdee  part  thereof;  and  that  an  equally  exact 
specification  of  the  modes  of  the  Betay,  (i.  e.  whether  the  proportions  were  to  be 
equal  or  with  what  variations),  were  to  be  contained  in  the  Pottahs  for  the  cultiva- 
tion where  the  Ryot's  payments  were  estimated  according  to  the  produce.     In 
the  event  of  the  proper  rates  to  be  thus  inserted  in  the  Pottahs   being  any  where 
disputed  between  the   Amils  or  Malgoozars  on  the  one  part  and  the  Ryots  on  the 
other,  such  disputed  rates  were  to  be  regulated  and  adjusted  on  the  Ameen's  own 
opinion,  (since  the  Ameens  were  finally  responsible  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
trust  reposed  on  them),  formed  on  reference  to  the  accounts  of  the  Putwarees.  and 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Canoongoes,  by  this  rule,  that  in  view  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  ground  and  the  cost  of  the  cultivation,  the  same  Bilmukta  Rye 
or  rate,  inclusive  of  Mai  and  Abwab,  was  to  be  fixed  on  account  of  such  ground 
as  a  cultivator  of  the  same  caste  would  have  been  assessed  at  and  had  to  pay  for 
it  in  the  Fuslee  year  1187. 
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2nd.  Proceeding  in  this  manner  Ameens  were,  wherever  they  found 
the  mode  of  Mbotrj  to  be  now  observed,  to  continue  it ;  having  ever  in  view  the 
further  extension  and  prevalence  of  this  mode  as  far  as  would  be  cousisteut 
with  the  good  will  of  the  contracting  parties. 

3rd.  In. Pottahs  issued  for  rent,  exclusiTe  of  the  mode  of  Mbotry,  the 
number  and  description  of  the  Beegahs,  (that  is,  whether  they  were  according  to 
the  measurement  of  three  Dera  Ilahee,  or  to  the  Pergunnah  measured  Beegah,  or 
to  the  Dherawut  or  estimated  Beegah),  were  to  be  specified  together  with  the 
Bilmukta  Rye  or  total  rate  of  assessment  on  each  of  such  Beegahs,  (which  would 
of  course  preclude  the  necessity  of  superadding  to  such  rate  the  Kusrat  or  dif- 
ference of  Rye  ou  account  of  the  difference  in  the  several  meaauremeuts),  since  the 
Malgoozars  aud  Ryots  must,  in  view  to  the  greater  x>t  less  extent  of  the  sevei-al 
Beegahs,  whether  of  three  Dera  Ilahee  or  of  Pergunnah  measurement  or  of 
Dherawut  or  estimate,  with  the  assistance  of  the  opinions  of  the  Canoon^oes 
and  the  Ameens'  approbation,  fix  at  once  the  Bilmukta  Rye  in  one  sum  in  pro- 
portion to  the  extent  of  the  Beegah.frora  each  of  these  diflPereuces. 

Ath.  In  the  event  oS  any  of  the  Putteedars  being  d^-sirous  of  obtain- 
ing Pottahs  for  the  extent  of  their  cultivation  the  Ameens  were  to  cause  the 
Pottahdars  to  grant  them  accordingly  in  conformity  to  the  principles  above 
stated ;  but  if  such  Putteedars  would  not  apply  to  them  for  Pottahs,  the  Ameens 
were  not  to  interfere,  but  to  let  them  continue  to  pay  as  they  had  hitherto  in 
conjunction  with  the  Pottahdars. 

6th.  The  Pottahs  that  were  now  to  be  granted  by  the  Mal"-oozars  in 
the  Mushukhusee  lands  were  to  be  issued  with  the  Ameen's  knowledge  and  privi- 
ty signed  by  the  granters  and  under  the  attestations  of  the  Canoon^oes  •  but 
in  respect  to  the  Pottahs  issued  by  the  Amils  for  the  villages  that  were  Amanee 
these  must  have  to  them  the  Ameen's  attestations  as  well  as  those  of  tlie  Ca- 
iioougoes  as  witnesses;  because  in  future  the  Amils  neither  had  nor  were  to 
possess  any  authority  in  respect  to  augmenting  or  diminishing  the  Government's 
rental,  their  duties  and  offices  being  limited,  to  the  realization  of  the  settled  re- 
venue and  the  preservation  of  the  peace  in  and  throughout  their  respective 
limits,  and  the  execution. of  such  orders  as  should  from  time  to  time  be  address- 
ed to  them. 

Qth.  The  ^eyl  or  specified  detail  annexed  to  the  form  of  Pottah  here- 
with transmitted  to  the  Ameens  contained  so  full  an  enumeration  of  the  differ- 
ent mode  of  Ryotty  payments,  whether  of  Mootry,  Nukdee,  Hur-kowla  and  Betay 
and  Purtee  and  Khal  and  Jungle  <fec.,  that  one  or  other  of  them  must  be  found 
applicable  to  the  situation  of  each  of  the  cultivators,  couoerning  which  the 
Ameens  were  therefore  to  observe  that  the  Pottahs  of  those  Ryots  who  cultiva- 
ted only  in  the  Mootry  mode  were  to  have  the  particulars  of  their  rent  annex- 
ed to  their  Pottah  ouly  under  that  single  head,  and  for  the  instances  of  such 

Q 
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rjots  as  cultivated  not  only  in  the  Mootry,  but  also  in  the  Nukdec  and  Betay 
modes,  the  general  draft  enclosed  comprehended  also  and  pointed  out  how  the 
Zeyl  of  their  Pottahs  were  to  bo  subjoined ;  and  as  the  draft  of  the  Zeyl  in  the 
general  form  enclosed  contained,  under  every  description  of  cultivation,  the  dis- 
tinct specification  of  the  kind  of  Beegah  (t.  e.  whether  of  three  Dera  llahee,  or 
of  Pergunnah  measurement,  or  of  Dherawut),  this  precaution  had  been  observed 
because,  as  all  these  three  kinds  of  Beegahs  were  now  introduced  and  more  or 
less  in  use  in  the  Province,  it  might  be  left  to  the  good  will  of  the  Malgoozars 
and  Ryots  to  adopt  in  their  engagements  whichsoever  of  the  three  kinds  of  Bee- 
gahs they  might  prefer  ;  such  kind  or  description  being  specified  in  the  Pottah, 
but  it  was  evident,  and  needed  hardly  be  pointed  out  to  the  Ameens,  that  they  were 
only  to  specify  one  sort  of  measurement  as  annexed  to  each  Beegah,  and  not  all 
the  three,  but  only  the  one  among  them  which  should  be  fixed  upon  by  the  par- 
ties, but  they  were  to  let  no  Pottahs  be  issued  without  specification  of  the  Beegah. 

7th.  If  in  carrying  this  Regulation  into  execution  any  diflSculty  oc- 
curred or  that  they  would  not  properly  understand  every  part  thereof,  they  were 
in  such  cases  to  represent  the  circumstances  and  receive  thereon  the  order  of 
Government,  considering  that  without  application  to  the  Resident  they  were  in 
no  wise  to  deviate  from  the  rules  herein  laid  down. 

8th.  Although  the  draft  of  the  Pottah  herewith  sent  to  the  Ameens 
were  both  in  Persian  and  Hindovee,  yet  the  Pottahs  that  were  to  be  issued  by 
the  Malgoozars  and  Amils  were  to  be  only  in  Hindovee. 

9th.  The  Ameens  were  not  to  interfere  in  respect  to  the  ground 
which  was  in  ludigo  cultivation  by  or  in  behalf  of  English  gentlemen,  as  they 
must  have  previously  settled  the  rates  of  cultivation  due  thereon ;  wherefore  if 
any  one  would  apply  to  them  for  the  purpose,  thoy  were  to  report  the  same  to 
the  Resident  and  await  his  answer. 

A  Pottah  of  engagement  and  stipulation  in  the  name  of 
according  to  the  Zeyl,  without  Abwab,  and  simply  the  rent  for  the  entire  year  of 
the  cultivation  shall  be  taken  Bil-mukta  or  in  one  Jckte,  aud  exclusive  of  that 
neither  a  Daam  or  Dherm  shall  be  taken. 
N^ukdee. 
Mootry-12  Beegahs,  either  of  3  Derah        Bhuwalee  or  Betay  (hy  3  Derah  I- 
llahee  or  Pergunnah  Beegahs  or  Dhe-     lahee  meaaurement,  or  Pergunnah  mea- 
rawut,  i.  e.  estimated  Beegahs,  at  3  Rs.     surement  or  DheraWut.) 
2    Annas  per  Beegah  37  8. 
jkoyraur  &c. 
1 3  Beegahs f  whether  of  3  Dera  lUhee        According  to  the  kunkoot  or  appraise- 
or  Pergunnah  mttourement  or  Dhera-    ment  half  and  half,  or  9  to  7,  or  5  to 
^ut.)  2,  or  2  to  1,  according  to  the  local  usage, 

and  the  assessment  thereon  to  be    ac- 
cording to  the  current  market  price. 
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Sugar-Cane  10  Beegahs  Purtee  and  Khal  and  Jungle  land 

at  5  Rb.  1  Anna  per  Beegah,        50  10    0  according  to  the  good  will  of  the  par- 


ties. 


Tobacco,  2  Beegahs  at 
6  Rs.  per  Beegah,         ...         12    0    0 

Moolee,  or  Vegetables, 
1  Beegah  at  2  Rs.  1  As. 

per  Beegah, 2    10 


64  11     0 
And  where  from  the  change  in  the 
cultivation  a  new  Pottah 
^?/SJttoh""    ^^^  become  necessary,  a 
new   Pottah  shall  accord- 
ing to  the    2    last  years,  be    granted 
with    the  privity    of  the     Canoongoes 
according    to  the  Shimabundy   of  the 
Pergunnah    and   I   shall   certainly  not 
object  to  give  a  Pottah. 
Hurkowla. 
12  Beegahs  (of  either  the  Derah  Ilahee 
or  of   Pergunnah   measvirement    or   of 
Dhorawut)  at  different  rates,    ... 

\st.  2  Beegahs®  3  Rs.  1  8  0 
2nd.  3  Beegahs®  1  12  5  4  0 
Zrd.  3  Beegahs®  14  3  12  0 
\th.    2  Beegahs®  1  2     0     0 

bth.  1  Beegah  ®  1  2  12  0 
6th.    4  Beegahs®  0  12  0        12    0 


15  14    0 


The  Resident  reported  on  the  19th  February  1795  with  reference 
to  the  Government  orders  of  the  6th  Instant  that  he  had  applied  to  the 
Raja  to  ascertain  the  advantage  derived  by  Lala  Sookh  Lai  from  the 
Abkarree  Mehal  of  the  city  of  Benares,  and  that  the  Raja  intimated  to 
have  been  1700  Rupees  per  annum  which  was  enclosed. 

With  this  amount  Lala  Sookh  Lai  was  perfectly  satisfied,  but  he  was 
very  desirous  that  the  fund  for  its  payment  should 
SookhS!*  *^**"  **  *  be  assigned  on  land  rather  than  be  left  payable 
from  the  Treasury,  and  with  this  view  he  had 
solicited  to  have  bestowed  on  him  in  Jagheer  the  village  of  Pally,  one  of 
the  villages  which  remained  Amanee  in  the  acconnt  of  the  Mureeahoo 
settlement  which  accompanied  the  Resident's  letter  of  the  25th  November 
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1790,  and  agreeded  to  take  it  at  the  valuation  of  the  highest  jumma  there- 
in fixed,  viz.  2,200  Rs.,  and  to  pay  the  difference  or  surplus  of  Rs,  500  an- 
nually to  Government. 

In  view  to  these  circumstances  aod  to  the  services  which  Lala  Sookh 
Lai  has  certainly  very  cheerfully  and  zealously  rendered,  and  was  desirous 
of  containing  to  render  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  to  Government,  it  wjia 
hoped  that  the  Board  would  be  pleased  to  authorize  the  grant  to  him  of  a 
Jagheer  Sunnud  for  the  village  of  Pally  in  the  Perguanah  of  Mureeahoo, 
liable  to  the  payment  of  the  above  mentioned  reserved  rent. 

The  Resident  reported  with  reference  to  Government  orders  of  the 
7th  November  last  that  the  actual  surplus  of  the  collections  for  1200  and 
1201  Fuslee  still  remaining  in  the  Treasury,  after  disbursing  to  a  consider- 
able amount  for  the  cultivation  and  other  heads,  amounted  to  Rs.  2,37,125- 
10-9.  The  orders  in  question  directed  that  after  applying  a  part  of  tiiis 
surplus  to  rendering  sufficiently  spacious  and  durable  the  Jails  in  this 
district,  the  remainder  might  be  paid  to  the  Raja.     Subsequently  the  Board 

„     ,     „.      „  had  agreed  to  apply  as  much  more  of  the  said  sur- 

One  Lac  Sicca  Rupees  as-  °  , 

Bigued  to  Raja  out  of  sur      plus  as  might  be  necessary  to  build  a  bridge  over 

plus  and  certain  public  works      ^i       t>  •       i    .  r^         n    ^i  ii 

to  be  constructed  from  the  the  Burna  rivulet,  as,  after  all,  there  would  remam 
remaining  balance.  ^  sufficient  surplus  to  satisfy  the  Raja.     These,  in- 

structions  were  given  under  the  idea  that  the  bridge  over  the  Burna  would 
not  cost  at  the  utmost  above  80,000  Rupees,  nor  the  proper  enlargement  of 
the  Jails,  including  the  intended  erection  of  two  new  ones  at  Mirzapore  and 
Ghazeepore,  to  above  70,000  n»ore.  This,  (taking  the  present  surplus  at 
2,50,000,  a  sum  that  it  would  not  fall  short  of),  would  admit  of  a  lac  of 
rupees  being  paid  to  the  Raja,  who  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  therewith, 
as  was  certified  by  the  annexed  translation  of  his  letter  to  the  Resident 
on  the  subject.  It  was  therefore  hoped  that  the  Board  would  \ye  pleased, 
in  compliance  with  the  Raja's  request  to  authorize  the  Resident's  making  to 
him  this  payment  in  full  of  all  demands  up  to  the  end  of  1201  Fuslee.  As 
to  the  lac  per  annum  which  he  was  to  receive  from  the  beginning  of  the 
current  year,  the  Resident  had  settled  that  it  would  be  paid  to  him  from 
the  Moolky  Treasury  in  two  equal  instalments  at  the  end  of  every  six  months 
respectively. 

Translation   of  letter  from  Raja  Mehipnarain  to  the  Resident  at 
Benares  dated  and  received  on  the  19th  February  1795. 

Afl  I  have  learnt  from  the  report  of  Lala  Sookh  Lai  that  the  expenses  of 
the  Jails  and  of  the  Bridge  across  the  Burna  cannot  all  at  once  be  ascertained, 
I  do  therefore;  from  my  wish  that  all  my  conceros  ta&j  be  terminated  while  you 
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ire  here,  agree  that,  on  my  receiving  out  of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  oa 
account  of  the  years  1200  and  1201,  a  Lac  of  Benares  Sicca  Rupees,  the  over- 
plus or  residue  be  applied  to  the  expenses  in  question. 

On  the  27th  February  1795  the  Resident  issued  the  following  Circu- 
lar to  the  Ameeus  who  had  been  deputed  to  issue  Pottahs  to  the  Ryots:— 

As  at  the  period  of  the  settlement   concluded   in  the   Fuslee  year  1197. 

the  articles  of  Abkaree  and  Ghur  Dewary  were   kept 

Ameene  to    furnish    ac-    altogether  distinct  from  the  Mai,   and   the   collection 
counts  of  Abkaree  and  Qhur 
Dewary.  thereof  committed  as  Amanee  to  the  Amils  who  have 

not  perhaps  paid  into  Government  all  that  they  have 
realized  on  these  accounts,  you  are  therefore  directed,  for  the  ascertainment  of 
this  point  and  in  view  also  to  the  future  arranagements  that  are  to  take  place  in 
regard  to  the  two  articles  in  question,  (which  throughout  all  the  four  Circars  ap- 
pertain solely  to  Government),  to  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  to  make  up  and 
deliver  in  a  statement  of  the  collections  made,  under  these  heads,  either  by  Ze- 
mindars, Farmers  or  Amils,  since  the  period  of  the  settlement  and  thereon  to  trans- 
mit a  figured  report  thereof. 

On  the  2nd  March  1795  the  Resident  forwarded  to  Government  the 
Draft  of  Regulation  V  of  1 795,  containing  rules  for  the  conduct  of  the 
Collector  of  Benares,  founded  on  those  in  the  printed  Regulation  II  of  1793 
for  the  Provinces,  with  only  such  variations  as  evidently  resulted  from  the 
local  circumstances  of  tiiis  District,  of  which  the  Board  were  so  well  aware 
that  there  was  no  need  to   enter  into  any  explanatory  details  concerning 

them  further  than  as  regarded  the  contents  of 
l795tubSd?^'°°  ^    °^     section  XXX V  concerning  cases  of  Durya-shekusty, 

which  required  in  this  part  of  the  country,  were 
the  Zemindars  were  for  the  most  part  so  inconsiderable,  to  be  more  parti- 
cularly attended  to,  as  in  one  or  more  seasons  a  proprietor,  whose  estate 
was  situated  on  the  Ganges,  might  without  fault  on  his  part  have  such 
proportion  of  it  carried  away  by  the  river  as  to  render  him  an  object  of 
relief  in  respect  to  the  Jumma  payable  from  the  remaining  part  of  it;  and 
although  such  instances  were  undoubtedly  rare  yet  as  they  had  occurred 
during  the  charge  of  the  Resident  it  seemed  but  equitable  to  make  some 
eventual  provision  in  respect  to  them. 

The  Resident  also  reported  to  Government  that  the  printed  Regu- 
lation number  XL  for  the  Provinces  appeared  to 

*^To^  ^f8^*^>°°  ^^^I     him  so  well  adopted  for  introduction  into  this  Dis- 
01  1795  submitted.  ^ 

trict,  that  he  had  caused  it  to  be  transcribed  and 
returned  with  little  variation  in  the  draft  herewith  submitted  and  numbered 
XXXI  of  1795. 
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The  limitation  of  the  sum  or  value  of  causes  which  this  Regulation 
rendered  cognizable  by  the  native  Commissioners  to  fifty  Rupees,  appeared 
to  the  Resident  to  be  high  enough,  without  extending  it  to  double  that 
amount,  as  suggested  in  the  Government  instructions  of  the  19th  Septem- 
ber last,  more  especially  as  the  proposed  number  of  City  and  Zillah  Adaw- 
luts  had  since  been  increased  from  three  to  four.  Neither  did  it  seem  to 
the  Resideut  that  this  judicial  authority  should  be  solely  entrusted  to  the 
Tehseeldars,  as  intimated  in  the  orders  above  quoted,  but  left  to  be  com- 
mitted, as  the  present  Regulation  suggested,  partly  to  them  and  partly  to 
the  other  persons  therein  referred  to,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Judges  under 
the  approbation  of  the  Sudder  Dewany  Adawlut,  for  the  unavoidable  degree 
of  influence  they  would  still  enjoy  from  their  offices  of  collectors,  joined  to 
that  which  they  must  possess  as  in  local  charge  of  thtf  Police,  must  be  such 
as  to  require  no  addition  ;  and  were  they  also  to  be  constituted  exclusively 
the  commissioners  for  petty  Civil  Suits  within  their  limits,  their  power  would 
probably  become  greater  than  it  was  the  object  and  scope  of  the  present 
views  of  Government  to  confine  it  within. 

Under  the  modifications  that  had  been  thus  suggested  in  conse- 
quence of  the  receipt  and  perusal  of  the  Regulation  which  was  the  imme- 
diate subject  of  the  present  address,  the  last  or  21st  Section  of  the  draft 
already  transmitted  of  Regulation  VII,  of  1795  would  be  unnecessary,  and 
the  Resident  had  accordingly  struck  it  out  of  his  office  copy  as  the  XVII 
Regulation  therein   referred  to  would  bear  relation  only  to  the  Police. 

ThQ  following  Circular  Perwannah  was  issued  on  the  18th  March 
1795  to  the  Ameens  who  were  deputed  to  cause  Pottahs  to  be  given  to  the 
Ryots : — 

Whereas  the  several  Amils,  Zemindars  and  farmers  did  at  the  period  of 
the  permanent  settlement  in  1197  become  responsible  to  Government  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  in  their  respective  districts  and  for  the  apprehension 
of  all  robbers  and  thieves  together  with  the  property  robbed  or  stolen,  and  as 
to  enable  them  duly  to  discharge  and  conform  to  this  part  of  their  engagements, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  lands  and  allowances  assigned  to  the  Passis,  Pehrees, 
Gorehtes  and  all  other  description  of  watchmen  be  not  resumed  by  the  Pottah- 
dars  and  appropriated  without  the  sanction  of  the  Government  to  any  other  purpo- 
ses than  the  maintenance  of  the  said  persons;  the  Ameens  were  therefore  to 
prepare  and  deliver  in  an  account  attested  by  the  Ca- 

Ameons  to   furnish  full    noongoe's  signatures  of  the  said  lands  and  allowances 
particulars   regardinii  lands  ,    u         •.  j. 

»u<l  allowances  aBsicned  by     or  other  receipts  that  were  held  under  every  separate 

Zinneeadira  for    Chowkee      }>^,ttah  tenure,  and  for  every  village  included  under 
such  several  Pottahs  in  the  Mushukhusee  lands,  and 


SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  BENARES.  263 

in  like  maimer  for  every  tillage  in  the  Araanee  or  Cutcha  lands,  together  with  the 
number  of  Passis,  Pehrees,  and  Gorehtes  thence  maintained  previous  to  the  set- 
tlement of  1197  and  the  number  and  names  of  those  that  were  now  maintained 
from  such  lands  and  allowances ;  and  the  Ameens  were  to  send  in  a  separate 
account  of  all  resumptions  of  such  grounds  or  ready  money  allowances  or  dues 
whether  payable  from  the  Zemindars  or  Farmers,  Ryots  or  Tradesmen  and  shop- 
keepers to  the  several  description  of  watchmen  aforesaid  which  might  have  been 
resumed  since  the  end  of  Cheyt  Singh's  Government  in  1188  Fuslee  or  1781. 

The  Resident  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  Government  on 
the  18th  March  1795  the  Regulation  XVII  of  1795, 

Draft  of  Regulation  XVII  ....       -  i        t>         i      •         wtt 

of  1795  submitted,  with  re*  taken  prmcipallv  from  the  Regulation  XXII  of 
"^'^   '  1793  for  the  Provinces,  with  such  alterations  as  be- 

came necessary  in  consequence  of  the  intention  of  leaving  the  local  charge 
of  the  Police  in  the  hands  of  the  Tehseeldars,  in  conformity  to  the  in- 
structions conveyed  in  the  Board's  letter  of  the  19th  September  last. 

As  further  elucidatory  of  the  several  Provisions  and  Clauses  that 

were  introduced  in  this  proposed  Code,  in  addition  to  or  different  from    the 

printed  Regulation   above   referred  to,  copies  *   of 

•  Not  available.  .  '       r 

the  Resident's  Circular  Pervvannah  to  the  Amils,  of 

the  27th  March  1789  referred  to  in  the  preamble  to  the  present  Regulation 
and  of  the  establishment  for  the  greater  security  of  the  trade  to  the  Mart 
of  Mirzapoor  were  enclosed ;  besides  which  in  another  copy  *  annexed 

would  be  found  in  the  settlement  of  the   separate 

*  Notpnntad.  ,.•,,.  r>., 

allowance  to  the  Amil  of  Sheopoor  for  the  distinct 

establishment  of  Chowkeedars  that  were  kept  up  at  Secrole,  concerninc^  whiph 
it  might  be  left  to  the  Kuropean  Magistrate  of  the  City  Court  to  disburse 
the  said  amount  through  the  same  channels  as  heretofore,  or  either  wholly 
or  in  part  to  resume,  and  himself  to  draw  the  amount  from  the  Moolkv 
Treasury,  to  pay  other  watchmen  whom  he  might  think  preferable  to  enter- 
tain for  the  local  service  in  question. 

The  Resident  submitted  also  the  copy  of  the  Perwannah  (above 
given)  recently  issued  by  him,  with  a  view  of  procuring  a  regular  statement 
of  the  former  and  present  allowances  made  by  the  Pottahdars  to  the  watch- 
men and  all  other  description  of  persons  employed  under  them,  either  whoUv 
or  partially  in  the  Police,  which  when  collected  would  constitute  materials 
for  a  Regulation  on  that  head,  the  more  effectually  to  ensure  due  execution 
of  all  the  functions  and  duties  that  the  present  one  prescribed. 

An  account  of  the  manner  in  which  was  conducted  the  present  svs- 

Vide  appeudix  L  """^  'f  ^f "'  ^^^^^^  ^^^  "^^^  '^  ^^^^^^^  Was  trais- 

mitted,  which  wgbt  not  only  prove  useful  to  the 
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^European  Magistrate  who  was  to  be  appointed,  on  his  first  entering  on 
charge,  but  would  show  whence  some  of  the  Clauses  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
proposed  draft  of  the  present  Regulation  had  been  taken. 

On  this  part  of  the  subject,  it  might  be  here  noticed  that  in  the 
year  1790  a  few  Beegahs  of  ground  were  separated  from  the  Jumma  and 
appropriated  for  public  necessaries,  with  a  view  of  promoting  the  salubri- 
ty of  this  large  and  populous  city,  and  it  was  then  intended  in  concurrence 
with  the  Native  Magistrate  to  have  proceeded  with  some  other  improve- 
ments in  this  respect,  but  it  was  found  that  the  inhabitants  were  so  invinci- 
bly bent  on  adhering  to  their  old  practices,  however  prejudicial  to  their  own 
healths  as  well  as  to  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  place,  that  the  Resi- 
dent was  fain  to  desist  from  the  design  he  had  entertained  of  cleansing 
the  streets  and  removing  other  nuisances  in  a  more  effectual  manner  than 
what  now  seemed  practicable  to  obtain  their  acquiescence  in,  notwithstand- 
ing that  all  the  expense  and  additional  charges  of  the  measures  intended 
to  be  adopted  were  meant  to  be  defrayed  not  by  them,  as  they  well  enough 
knew,  but  by  Government ;  insomuch,  that  the  Resident  was  of  opinion 
that  all  innovations  even 'for  evident  advantage  should  be  very  cautiously 
attempted  as  far  as  they  might  affect  the  various  classes  and  sects  that 
inhabited  this  local  centre  of  the  Hindoo  faith,  the  more  especially  as  al- 
though its  votaries  were  the  more  numerous,  there  were  still  Mohammedans 
'enough  to  raise  objections  against  what  would  be  pleasing  to  the  former. 

One  great  nuisance  to  the  Hindoos  had  however  been  removed,  by 
cftu&ing  the  shambles  that  were  within  the  city  to  be  fixed  in  the  suburbs, 
and  another  improvement  in  the  Police  had  arisen  from  a  similar  arrange- 
ment in  respect  to  the  Kulwar  houses,  or  liquor  shops,  the  trifling  expense 
attending  which,  inclusive  of  that  of  cutting  a  large  water  course  to  drain 
off  a  considerable  part  of  the  stagnant  waters  in  the  city,  would,  it  was 
trusted,  be  approved  of  by  Government. 

The  Resident  enclosed  to  the  Government,  on  the  21st  March  1795, 
the  draft  of  Regulation  XX  taken  from  the  printed  Regulation  XLV  for 
the  Provinces  for  disposing  of  lands  pursuant  to  decrees  of  the  Courts  of 
Justice,  with  one  additional  section  in  reference  to  the  more  mixed  and 
complicated  state  of  the  tenures  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

The  draft  of  Regulation  XXVI  of  1795  taken  from  Regulation  XXV 
Draft  of  RegulatiooB  XX     of  1793  for  the  Provinces,  for  the  division  and  uni- 
»ndXXVlofl795,forwarded.     qq  Qf  estates  paying  revenue  to  Government  was 
forwarded  to  Government  by  the  Resident  on  the  22nd  March  1795. 
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The  following  orders  were  issued  to  the  Ameens,  oq  the  28th  March 
1795  for  their  guidance  : — 

fn  many  cases  the  collections  are  greatly  impeded  by  want  of  system  on 
InatructioDs  to  Ameens  to    the  part  of  the  Ameens  lately  deput'^d  to  give  Pottahs 
;ii'::^fii":ftrsumma5;     '<>  ^^e  Ryots,  inasmuch  as  some  of  them,  taking  up 
Ryou  aud  Putwarees.  their  abode  in  one  spot,   summon  all  the   Ryots  and 

Putwarees  of  the  Pergunnah  to  attend  them,  and  this  at  a  critical  period  of  the 
collections  and  when  the  whole  remaining  part  of  the  revenue  has  to  be  realized 
in  the  Mofussil  during  the  two  months.  This  conduct  of  the  Ameens  must  oper- 
ate as  a  check  on  the  realization  of  the  revenue.  Wherefore  the  Ameens  are  now 
ordered  by  a  Circular  Perwannah  to  go  on  regularly  settling  aud  visiting  in  person 
each  village  separately,  and  when  they  have  finished  the  business  of  one  to  pro- 
ceed to  another.  The  work  would  thus  be  completed  with  a  greater  degree  of 
accuracy,  at  the  same  time  that  no  impediment  would  arise  in  the  collections. 

The  following  orders  were  communicated  by  Government  in  reply  to 
the  Resident's  letter  of  the  1 8th  Instant. 

That  the  Governor  General  in  Council  entirely  approved  of  the 
Resident's  having  appointed  Ameens  to  ascertain  the  present  state  and 
value  of  the  Amanee  lands  and  of  his  charging  the  expense  in  the  ac- 
counts. 

With  respect  to  the  Ameens  deputed  to  cause  Pottahs  to  be  issued 
Government  orders  dated     t-0  the  Rvots,  difficulties  similar  to  those   Stated  in 
Sd™l  irLtT'Z     tl^e  Resident's  letter  were  experienced  in  enforcing 
puted  to  give  Pottahs.  the  Regulations  regarding  Pottahs  in  Bengal.     In 

many  places  the  ryots  objected  to  receive  the  Pottahs  tendered  to  them,  and 
from  the  variation  in  the  rates  in  the  different  Pergunnahs  and  di-stricts,  and 
other  local  circumstances,  disputes  were  occasioned,  where  both  the  proprie- 
tor and  the  cultivator  of  the  lands  were  before  satisfied  with  the  rates  of 
assessment  that  had  been  mutually  agreed  upon  between  them.  The  Rules 
contained  in  the  3rd  Section  of  the  4th  Regulation  of  1794  were  according- 
ly passed.  Under  those  rules  and  the  other  provisions  contained  in  the 
other  sections  of  that  Regulation,  where  any  dispute  arises  between  a  pro- 
prietor or  a  farmer  of  land  and  a  ryot  regarding  the  rates  of  the  Pottahs, 
the  latter,  by  application  to  the  Court  of  Judicature,  can  always  obtain  a 
Pottah  at  the  ancient  and  established  rates  of  the  district.  Where  no  such 
dispute  subsists,  the  interference  of  the  laws  or  of  Government  becomes  un- 
necessary. From  these  considerations,  and  as  the  variations  in  the  rates 
in  the  different  districts  and  in  the  quality  of  the  land  might  render  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  the  Ameens  to  fix  the  rates  aud  the  terms  of  the  Pottah 
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to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties,  and  as  there  might  be  considerable  danger 
of  their  often  favoring  one  or  the  other  of  them,  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  conceived  it  would  be  advisable  to  withdraw  the  Ameens,  and  to 
insert  in  the  second  Regulation  of  1794,  rules  similar  to  those  contained  in 
the  abovementioned  Regulation  for  the  Provinces,  the  operation  of  which 
must  gradually  lead  to  the  defining  and  fixing  the  rates  to  be  paid  for  land 
in  the  different  districts  and  villages  where  any  dispute  might  subsist  res- 
pecting them,  without  incurring  the  inconveniences  liable  to  arise  from  at- 
tempting to  effect  this  object  at  once  by  the  deputation  of  Ameens. 

The  Resident  was  authorized  to  charge  in  the  accounts  whatever 
sums  might  be  expended  on  account  of  these  Ameeniito  the  time  of  their 
being  withdrawn. 

The  Resident  reported  on  the  6th  July  1795  that  he  had  immediate- 
The  above  orders  complied     ^  recalled  the  Pottah  Ameens  on  the  receipt  of  the 
with  at  once.  Government  orders  and  signified  to  them  that  their 

allowances  would  be  paid  to  them  only  up  to  date. 

It  was  intimated  on  the  29th  July  1795  that  the  Governor  General 
in  Council  had  resolved   that   the   Regulations  of 

New  system  of  adminis-      ,Hr/%K    /•  ^^  t,  ,i  r  • 

trations  to  commence  with  1795,  tor  exteudmg  to  Uenares  the  system  of  in- 
next  Fuslee  year.  ^^^^^  administration  established  in  Bengal,  should 
take  place  from  the  commencement  of  the  ensuing  Fuslee  year,  by  which 
time  the  Judges  and  Officers  might  be  expected  to  arrive  at  their  statious 
and  be  ready  to  enter  upon  business. 

The  public  business  was  to  be  conducted  until  the  end  of  the  cur- 
rent Fuslee  year  as  heretofore  under  the  Regulations  established  during 
Mr.  Duncan's  residency. 

On  the  6th  August  1795,  the  Resident  with  reference  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  Government  of  the  1 9th  September  1794,  and  considering  how 
much  the  fixing,  and  more  especially  the  reducing  of  the  rates  of  interest 
by  authority  in  this  part  of  the  country  would  affect  all  classes  of  the  coun- 
try and  how  averse  they  were  to  innovation,  submitted  to  Government  all 
the  information  that  he  had  been  able  to  collect  on  the  subject. 

The  1st  enclosure  contained  some  account  of  the  rates  usually 
Resident's  report  regard-  ^aken  at  the  time  in  Benares,  whence  they  appear- 
ing rates  of  Interest.  g(j  ^q  juq  Jq  loans  of  money  from  bankers  from  3 
to  12  per  cent,  per  annum  ;  but  at  the  same  time  there  was  one  mode  prac- 
tised in  the  city  of  Benares  in  loans  from  the  bankers  to  the  poorer  classes 
and  known  under  the  name  of  Hoondee  or  Oogahee,  where  the  premium 
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exceeded  4-0  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  yet  it  was  imagined  that  it  would  be 
unsafe  or  at  least  very  inconvenient  to  prohibit  it,  since  it  was  probable  that 
both  borrowers  and  lenders  found  their  accommodation  therein,  and  that 
this  seemingly  enormous  profit  was  only  in  proportion  to  the  risk  attending 
the  distribution  of  such  minute  advances  of  money  which  were  stated  never 
to  exceed  the  sum  of  100  Rs.  in  any  one  instance. 

The  paper  above  referred  to  contained  also  the  rates  of  the  interest 
on  pledges  ;  which  according  to  the  nature  of  the  article  pledged,  as  per- 
ishable or  otherwise,  were  stated  to  run  from  13  to  18  per  cent  per  annum. 

The  contents  of  the  second  and  third  enclosures  exhibited,  the  for- 
mer a  general  and  the  latter  a  particular  account  of  the  rates  of  interest  on 
loans,  pledges  and  mortgages  in  the  Mofussil  part  of  the  Benares  Zemin- 
daree,  whence,  on  money,  they  appeared  in  general  to  ran  from  12  to  about 
37  per  cent  per  annum,  though  for  the  greater  part  they  might  probably 
be  taken  at  2  or  2|  per  cent,  since  it  was  only  from  the  more  indigent 
classes  of  the  community  who  borrowed  in  small  sums  that  the  higher  rates 
of  interest  were  exacted  by  the  money  dealers  in  consideration  of  the  great- 
er risk  of  its  recovery. 

It  was  observed  that  mortgages  were  in  this  country  of  two  kinds, 
the  first  called  Bhogbhunduk,  where  the  property  was  made  over  into  the 
possession  of  the  mortgagee,  and  the  second  Disth  or  Dishtbhunduk,  where 
it  was  not  so  transferred,  but  was  only  rendered  responsible  for  the  debt. 
In  the  first  kind  of  loans  or  in  those  on  Bhogbhunduk,  if  the  subject 
mortgaged  were  an  orchard,  (which  was  in  this  district  very  often  held  ex- 
empt from  revenue),  its  produce  in  fruits  was  generally  considered  as  a  full 
equivalent  for  interest  and  the  property  was  redeemable  whenever  the 
principal  was  liquidated,  and  the  same  mode  was  sometimes  practised  in 
respect  to  the  mortgage  of  lands  subject  to  revenue,  where  the  mortgagee, 
after  discharging  the  dues  of  Government,  retained  the  surplus  produce'  in 
lieu  of  his  interest,  or,  (more  particularly  in  hilly  parts  of  the  district  to- 
wards Agoree  Burhur  and  its  vicinity),  the  borrowing  proprietor  of  lands 
assessed  to  the  revenue,  let  out  a  portion  of  his  estate  to  his  creditor  at 
such  an  under  rate  as  afforded  a  surplus  equal  to  the  interest  ;  or  finally, 
if  the  subject  thus  mortgaged  in  Bhogbhunduk  were  Kishnarpun  or  other 
free  or  charity  land,  the  annual  income  of  which  was  for  the  most  part 
disproportionately  beyond  any  claimable  interest,  the  Bhogbhunduk  mort- 
gagee continued  only  in  possession  till  his  receipts  from  the  gross  produce 
had  effected  the  liquidation  of  the  principal  and  premium. 

The  3rd  enclosure,  (containiDg  the  reports  on  this  subject  from  the 
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Canoongoes  of  the  several  Pergunnaha),  showed  also  that  the  premium  on 
seed  advanced  to  the  ryots  was  annually  from  50  to  25  per  cent,  ("known 
under  the  names  of  Deikee  and  Sewaee),  on  the  original  quantity  advan- 
ced to  them. 

The  existing  premiums  exacted  by  sureties  for  the  revenue,  (where 
any  such  premium  was  taken),  were  stated  in  the  3rd  enclosure  to  have 
been  about  2  per  cent,  in  the  Mofussil,  though  those  who  chose  to  pay  in  the 
mode  called  Huzoory  (as  explained  in  Regulation  II  of  1795)  were  obliged 
from  the  superior  responsibility  of  the  securities  that  were  taken  from  them 
to  pay  from  3  to  4  per  cent.  It  was  trusted  that  this  information,  and  a  refer- 
ence to  the  particulars  of  it  in  the  enclosures,  might  enable  Government 
to  decide  whether  any  and  what  regulations  were  necessary  on  this  subject 
at  the  time.  The  Resident  was  of  opinion  that  no  material  advantage 
could  result  from  establishing  any  immediate  rules  on  a  subject  already  so 
well  understood  by  the  natives  of  this  district ;  unless  it  might  be  thought 
requisite  in  a  Commercial  point  of  view  to  attempt  to  reduce  the  rates 
that  had  from  a  long  time  obtained  here  to  a  level  with  those  that  were  now 
sanctioned  within  the  Provinces,  but  whether  this  attempt  would,  for  some 
time,  succeed  was  thought  to  be  much  more  doubtful  than  that  it  would  be 
eluded  by  a  variety  of  artifices. 

The  following  were  the  principal  rates  of  Interest  as  current  in  the 
city  of  Benares. 

Ist.  Between  Shroflfs  who  have  Kooties  or  Houses,  or  the  running  loans 
they  make  to  each  other,  the  interest  runs  from  4  to  6  annas  for  month  per  cent.  ; 
if  the  parties  be  very  principal  and  creditable  pereona,  or  otherwise  the  cur- 
rent or  ordinary  rate  of  interest  or  loans  from  Bankers  to  Bankers  is  8  annas  per 
cent,  or  6  per  cent,  per  Annum. 

2nd.  The  interest  which  Shroffs  or  Bankers  take  on  loans  to  Merchants, 
Traders  and  Jewellers  are,  if  the  borrowers  be  of  the  first  credit,  8  annas  per 
cent,  per  mensem. 

And  if  of  the  second,   ...         ...         ...         12  ans.  per  cent.         Do. 

And  if  of  the  third      ...         ...         ...         16  ans.  percent.         Do. 

Zrd.  Upon  pledges  of  property  from  natives  of  Guzerat  and  the  Mah- 
rattas,  the  Shroffs  have  various  rates  of  interest  as  hereunder  specified. 

Upon  the  pledge  of  uncoined  gold  to  the  value  of  1  Re.  2  ans.  they 
advance  1  Paipee,  thus  reserving  a  surplus  of  one  eight  as  their  security  and 
charge  interest  at  the  rate  of  8  ans.  per  month. 

Upon  the  pledge  of  uncoined  silver  to  the  value  of  125  Rs,  they  will 
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advance  100  Rupees,  thus  reserving  one  fourth  of  surplus  aa  their  security,  and 
charge  interest  @  10  ans.  percent,  per  month. 

Upon  the  pledge  of  Jewels  to  the  value  of  150  Rs.  they  will  advance  100 
Rs.  thereby  reserving  a  surplus  half  as  their  security,  and  on  this  they  charge 
interest  at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent,  per  mouth.  Upon  the  pledge  of  Cloth  they 
will  advance  only  half  of  its  value  and  charge  interest  at  the  rate  of  1  Rupee  8 
ans.  per  month  or  IS  per  cent,  per  Annum. 

Upon  the  pledge  of  Ashruffies  or  Gold  Mohurs  in  Coin,  they  charge  an  in- 
terest of  4  anuas  per  month  or  3  per  ceut   per  annum. 

Upon  the  pledge  of  the  Copper  Coin  called  Pysa  or  Pice  they  charge 
interest  at  the  rate  of  6  annas  per  month  or  4^  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Upon  the  pledge  or  mortgage  of  buildings  in  the  mode  of  Dishtbhun- 
duk  from  1  Rupee  to  2  Rupees. 

Upon  the  same  in  the  mode  of  Bhogbunduk,  the  rent  of  the  house  or 
the  possession  of  it  for  the  mortgagee's  own  use  and  occupancy. 

Rate  at  which  interest,  is  paid  by  the  A  mils  on  Dakhillas,  2  per  cent,  for 
interest,  and  also  various  higher  rates  according  to  the  urgency. 

li     Do.     for  Bhuray. 

Rates  on  the  loans  made  in  the  way  ealled  Hoondee  and  which  is  also 
known  under  the  term  of  Oogahee,  that  is,  were  the  Muhajuu  or  Banker's 
Runner  proceeding  with  money  in  a  bag  leads  it  out  to  the  commonalty  on 
Kists,  and  the  interest  herein  taken  i.s  at  the  rate  of  4  ^  per  cent,  per  annum 
which  is  transacted  in  this  way.  If  for  instance  the  party  borrowing  takes  10 
Rs.  of  interest,  he  engages  to  pay  back  12  Rs.  and  8  annas.  At  the  rate  of  1 
Rupee  per  month  ;  and  in  like  manner  if  the  borrower  takes  20  Rs.  he  engages 
to  repay  25  Rs.  at  the  rate  of  2  Rs.  per  mouth  till  both  be  liquidated,  and  thus 
in  like  proportion  and  mode  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  100  Rs..  since  this  kind 
of  dealing  does  not  go  beyond  that,   and  those  who  borrow  iu  this  way  are, 

Telees  or  Oil  Sellers. 
Koonjeras  or  Gram  Sellers, 
Koonbees  or  Cultivators. 
Zurgurs  or  Gold  smiths. 
Doms  or  very  low  Caste. 
Kcsaubs  or  Butchers. 
Khuteek  or  Dealers  in  Fruit. 
Bhatyara  or  Ion-keepers. 
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Tumbowlees  or  Beetle  Sellers. 

Nedaaf  or  Cotton  Cleaners. 

Mullas  or  Boat  men. 

Hema  feroshes  or  Wood  Sellers. 

Kahars  or  Bearers. 

Kulwars  or  Liquor  Sellers. 

Dobees  or  Washermen, 

Hejaums  or  Barbers.  , 

Chamars  or  Low  Caste. 

Aheers  or  Herdsmen. 

Ehrandees  or  Joiners. 

Kwyrees,  a  caste  of  Ryots. 

Smiths,  Shoemakers  c&c. 


Particulars  as  to  interest  in  the  Mofussil  or  Country  part  of  the  District 

of  Benares. 


In  the  same  manner  as  the  Hoondee  or  Oogahee  mode  of  lending  money 
has  been  described  as  practised  in  the  City  of  Benares,  so  does  it  also  exist  in 
the  Mofussil.  The  common  rate  of  interest  in  the  Mofussil  on  small  loans  to 
the  poorer  class  of  Ryots  is  called  Adhannee  or  i  an  anna  per  month  per  Rupee 
or  3,^  per  cent,  per  month.  But  if  the  borrower  be  a  person  of  substance,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  idea  of  his  means  and  credit,  he  will  obtain  money  on  loan  at  from 
2i  to  2  and  even  to  U  and  1  per  cent,  per  month.  There  are  also  various  other 
rates  of  interest  which  are  regulated  by  the  good  will  of  the  parties,  as  for  in- 
stance if  the  money  be  advanced  to  a  dealer  in  horses  or  elephants,  the  interest 
on  the  loan  may  run  from  2  to  5  per  Cent,  per  month,  in  consideration  of  the 
risk  the  lender  runs  of  losing  his  principal,  if  the  animals,  in  the  purchase  of 
which  the  money  is  invested,  should  die  before  they  are  brought  to  market. 

Besides  all  these  modes,  there  is  a  kind  of  interest  or  premium  taken  on 
grain  seed  advanced  to  the  ryots,  as  for  instance,  Rice  seed  is  thus  supplied  by  , 
the  Grain  holders  to  the  cultivators  in  the  month  of  Assar  and  when  the  crop 
is  ready  ia  Koar  and  Kartic  or  Aughun,  (an  interval  of  5  or  6  months),  the  len- 
der receives  a  maund  and  a  half  of  the  produce  for  the  Maund  of  seed  advanced, 
which  is  called  Dehree,  and  the  same  premium  is  in  like  manner  taken  on  wheat 
and  barley  seed  supplied  for  the  rubby  crop. 

But  in  several  places  where  the  ryots  are  substantial,  Grain  is  thus  lent 
on  the  terms  of  Sewaee  i.  e.  to  receive  back  5  for  4  maunds  originally  supplied. 
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The  Resident  transmitted  to   Government  on  the  9th   August  1795 

an  account  of  tho  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  sui-plus   funds  in  the 

Moolky  Treasury  for  1200  Fuslee,  and  observed  that  there  were  none  of  the 

disbursements  from  this  surplus  but  what  had  re- 

Receipts    and   DiBburee-    geived  either  the  Board's  direct  approval,  or  been 

ments  of   Moolky  Treasury  ^ 

surplua  funds  for  1200  Fua-  passed  in  former  years'  accounts,  except  the  4,000 
**'  Rs,  allowed  to  be  disbursed  thereof  towards  the 

cultivation  of  Chownsa  and  Dhoos  on  the  grounds  noticed  in  the  Resi- 
dent's letter  of  the  22nd  of  July  1794,  which  might  be  considered  as  vir- 
tually sanctioned  by  the  contents  of  the  Board's  letter  of  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember following ;  and  the  sum  of  75  Rs.  paid  to  an  Invalid  Sepoy  as  an 
indemnification  to  him  for  being,  owing  to  various  circumstances,  kept  a 
long  time  out  of  his  lands. 

It  was  added  that  of  the  balance  or  surplus  which  the  acting  Resi- 
dent had  inserted,  from  his  believing  that  it  would  be  realized  immediately, 
the  sum  of  Rs.  4,129-0-1  bad  not  yet  been  recovered  for  the  following 
reasons. 

Ist  In  the  Pergunnah  of  Mujhwarthe  sum  of  Rs.  3,643-15-9  remain- 
ed due  from  Chunderbaun  the  Amil,  whom  Mr.  Treves  dismissed  for 
misconduct,  and  who  had  even  more  than  that  due  to  him  from  the 
Zemindars  and  others  in  the  Pergunnah,  but  since  his  dismissal  they  had 
evaded  to  liquidate  it.  The  Amil  offered  to  pay  it  up  immediately  shoulj^ 
he  be  restored,  and  to  enter  into  a  justification  of  his  conduct,  provided 
that  on  his  being  proved  innocent  of  the  oflfence  laid  to  his  charge,  he 
might  be  reinstated,  on  which  the  recovery  of  this  balance  depended,  and 
perhaps  the  Board  might  think  it  had  better  be  relinquished  as  it  did  not 
affect  the  Company's  settled  revenue,  and  as  Chunderbaun's  reappointment 
to  that  Pergunnah  after  having  been  dismissed  might  be  liable  to  several 
objections. 

2nd.  The  other  item,  Rs.  485-1-3,  depended  on  a  disputed  balance  in 
Lohta  between  Baboo  Juggut  Singh  and  the  present  collector,  which  was 
under  enquiry,  and  one  or  the  other  of  them  might,  on  the  termination 
of  the  investigation,  be  made  to  pay  it. 

It  was  intimated  that  the  present  Moolky  Treasury  balance  for 
1199  Fuslee  being  Rs.  4,352-8-9  had  been  wholly  paid  into  the  Company's 
Treasury,  whence,  with  the  residue  of  the  other  similar  though  larger  sur- 
plus up  to  the  end  of  1201,  it  would  be  appropriated  towards  the  building  of 
the  bridge  over  the  Burna. 
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The  Resident  also  submitted   tlie  account  of  receipts  and  disburse- 

,„^   „    .  ments  of  the  surplus  fund  of  the   Moolky  Treasury 

Ditto  for  1201  Fuslee.  r  t-.     i  J  J 

for  1 201  Fuslee,  accompained  by  the  account  of  the 
further  advances  made  from  this  part  of  the  funds  to  Mhendee  Ali  Klian 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  Pergunnahs  of  Chownsa  and  Dhoos. 

The  Rs.  2,362-3-6  charged  by  the  Khan  in  this  account,  for  the 
apprehension  of  the  persons  therein  referred  to,  having  happened  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Resident's  instructions  for  guarding  the  Ghazeepoor  Circar 
from  the  threatened  depredations  of  som3  thievc*s  and  robbers  that  had 
come  in  and  threatened  to  return  into  it  from  the  Vizier's  contiguous  dis- 
trict of  Azimghur,  and  as  the  Khan  exerted  himself  very  much  on  this 
occasion,  the  Resident  was  sure  that  Government  would  make  uo  objection 
to  this  temporary  expense. 

On  the   10th   August  1795,  the  Resident  submitted  to  Government 

the  Moolky  Treasury   account  for  the  Fuslee  year 

.  *^,o*'i,V'f^"^^  *°°*'""*     1201,  and  observed    that  the  entries  on  the  Debtor 

for  1201  Fuslee.  ' 

side  might  be  easily  understood  on  the  principles  of 
the  general  settlement  as  explained  in  his  letter  of  the  25th  Novem- 
ber 1790. 

The  entries  on  the  Credit  side  would  prove  equally  satisfactory,  as 
there  were  hardly  any  charges,  except  snch  as  had  been  usually  made  either 
for  the  settled  expenses  or  for  the  smaller  varying  contingencies  that  had 
hitherto  been  annually  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Resident. 

There  was  nothing  also  that  required  remark  in  the  Custom  House 
Accounts. 

As  regards  the  particulars  of  the  balance  of  the  General  Moolky 
Treasury  account  the  following  observations  were  submitted. 

Ist.  Tlie  1,200  Rs.  for  additional  Mjhurrirs  for  the  business  of  the 
Dewanny  Dufter  and  the  allowance  to  the  Cazee  of  Puchoter  had  this 
year  been  defrayed  from  the  surplus  revenue. 

2nd.  The  further  expense  incurred  for  the  cultivation  of  Chownsa 
and  Dhoos  had  been  defrayed  from  the  surplus  funds  of  1200  Fuslee  and 
would  be  found  entirely  sanctionable  by  Government. 

The  Resident  had  allowed  to  Phelwan  Singh  on  a  principle  of  ren- 
dering equal  justice  to  him  with  the  other  Amils,  what  he  had  hitherto- 
been  short  allowed  in  the  Dehyek  on  the  settlement  of  bis  Talooka,  whiclt 
served  also  to  balance  his  accounts  with  Government. 
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The  sum  of  Rs.  14,039-1-6  was  claimed  from  Mehudee  Ali  Khan, 
on  account  of  additional  revenue  arising  from  the  surplus  funds  of  the 
Pergunnah  of  Shadeeabad,  (of  which  he  was  the  Amil),  in  consequence  of 
the  expiration  of  his  five  years*  Pottah  and  Gabooleeut,  the  term  of  which 
ended  with  the  Fuslee  year  1200,  and  the  Resident  had  hitherto  objected 
payment  on  the  ground  of  the  renewal  of  his  Pottah,  which  he  obtained 
from  the  acting  Resident  for  six  years  longer,  or  up  to  the  end  of  1196 ; 
but  as  it  was  understood  that  this  renewal  had  been  granted  to  him  prin- 
cipally under  a  misconception  of  the  terms  of  a  former  engagement  which 
Mr.  Duncan  had  entered  into  with  the  said  Khan,  relative  to  cultivating 
the  waste  lands,  as  explained  in  the  letter  of  the  Resident  dated  2nd  Oc- 
tober 1 789,  and  as  admitting  this  Pottah  to  operate  would  have  tended  to 
disgust  the  other  Amils,  who  had  all  equally  been  obliged  to  account  for 
the  surplus  funds  realizable  from  the  expiration  of  the  said  quinquennial 
engagements,  Mehndee  Ali  Khan  had  been  prevailed  on  to  waive  his  pre- 
tensions to  the  extention  of  the  Pottah  beyond  the  1st  year  of  it,  and  he 
had  accordingly  already  paid  in  the  full  amount  of  the  said  surplus  for  the 
current  year  1202;  so  that  in  consideration  of  this  acquiescence  on  his 
part  and  of  his  having  also  been  put  to  some  additional  expense,  for  which 
he  had  not  been  fully  indemnified  in  the  course  of  his  late  employment  at 
Sekunderpoor,  it  was  recommended  that  the  Board  should  dispense  with 
his  payment  of  the  sum  in  reference  to  1201. 

The  Resident  with  reference  to  the  orders  of  Government,  dated  7th 

November  1794,  furnished  the  following  summary 
13th  August  1795.  ri,.ujij  ^  .• 

01  wnat  nad  been  done  m  consequence  since  his 

address  of  the  20th  October. 

The  division  of  the  surplus  revenue  and  the  Raja's  reserved  rights 

as  to  his  signature  had  been  settled,  as  expressed 

Stipulat«d  sum  of  a  Lac     j^  ^■^Q  Resident's  letter  of  the  27th  October  and  in 

paid  to  the  Raja. 

the  Raja's  agreement,  conformably  to  which  he 
had  already  received  from  the  surplus  of  the  current  year  the  additional 
lac  thereby  stipulated,  besides  the  other  lac  for  his  part  of  those  of  former 
years. 

The  amodnt  of  the  rents  payable  by  the  proprietors  and  farmers  of 
the  lands  (as  far  as  either  could  be  found)  had  been  settled  in  such  a  man- 
ner for  the  lives  of  the  parties  as  to  admit  of  the  Board's  declaring  the  set- 
tlement perpetual  whenever  the  ReguLation  I,  of  1 795  should  be  published. 
With  this  view  wherever  the  Resident  suspected  or  had  been  informed  of 
hardship  existing  in  the  assessment!  (which  had  only  extended  to  »  very 

R 
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few  places),  suitable  remissions  had  been  admitted, 
ml*«t?JS^''''°*'    ^°d  out  of  the  number  of  about  700  Pottahs  which 

had  become  now  effective  since  the  period  of 
the  settlement  in  1790  A.  D.,  386  had  since  been  re-established  in  the  names 
and  on  behalf  of  those  who  originally  held  them,  thereby  adding  greatly 
to  the  confidence  of  the  people  and  to  the  permanence  of  the  general  set- 
tlement, and,  in  lieu  of  the  greater  part  of  the  remaining  number,  271  new 
Pottahs  had  been  issued  in  favor  of  other  inhabitants  on  such  terms  as 
left  no  ground  for  suspicion  of  hardship  on  them,  or  of  injustice  to  the 
public ;  and  on  the  whole,  only  84  Pottahs  of  those  originally  issued  ia 
1790  required  now  to  be  restored  cr  renewed,  and  the  settlement  was  other- 
wise materially  improved  since  that  period,  not  only  from  the  stability  the 
far  greater  part  of  it  had  acquired  by  a  permanency  of  six  years'  standing, 
but  because  about  one  half  of  the  lands  left  Amanee  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  bundobust  had  since  been  rendered  Mushakhusee  or  settled  with  their 
proper  Zemindars  or  farmers,  for  which  a  series  of  new  Pottahs,  (not  includ- 
ed in  the  above  enumeration),  had  of  course  been  issued. 

In  respect  to  the  amount  of  the  total  annual  revenue  as  referred  to 
in  the  Board's  letter  of  the  19th  of  September  last,  it  was  stated  that  at 
the  time  of  the  receipt  of  those  instructions  it  was  no  longer  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Resident  to  introduce  any  material  alterations  therein,  since 
these  could  only  extend  to  the  Amanee  lands,  but 
■  Revenue  would  prove  sa-    ^jje  rental,  such  as  it  was,  would,  it  was  imamned, 

tisiactory.  '  o  » 

answer,  and  prove  equal  to  all  the  views  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  was  probably  as  much,  if  not  more  than  was  ever  so  regular- 
ly and  with  such  facility  realized  from  this  Province,  and  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  ensuing  Fuslee  year,  the  Abkaree  would  prove  a  still  increas- 
ing source  of  income,  the  advantages  of  which  the  Hon'ble  Company  were 
now  alone  to  receive,  since  the  Raja  had  limited  all  his  claims  to  the  addi- 
tional lac  of  rupees  per  annum,  that  was  already  much  more  than  provided 
for  from  the  surplus  land  revenue. 

The  Resident  noticed  that,  except  in  the  two  instances,  viz.  the  Ama- 
nee lands  of  Chownsa  and  Murreahoo,  (for  with  respect  to  Ahrowra,  the  for- 
mer farmers  had  been  for  the  greater  part  reinstated)  he  had  not  had  occasion 
to  proceed  on  the  principle  recommended  in  the  Board's  letter  of  the  1 9th 
of  September  for  letting  out  clusters  of  villages  in  one  farm,  and  even  in 
those  instances  the  right  was  reserved  to  the  Zemindars  under  Regulation  I, 
of  1795  to  regain  possession  whenever  they  thought 
Farms  at  fixed  rents  in  per-    g^  ^q  prosecute  for  it,  a  privilege  that  was  adapted 

petuity  not  found  necessary.  i  •  •       i  ^    i 

Vide  page  229.  ^^  general  notions  m  this  district,  wherein,  to  give 

a  farmer  an  undeterminable  lease  to  the  prejudice 
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of  the  owners  of  the  soil,  would,  (notwithstanding  their  declining  for  the 
time  being  to  enter  themselves  into  engagements),  be  deemed  a  harsh  and 
ungracious  measure. 

The  permission  of  Government  to  allow  all  Zemindars  and  farmers 

(under  the   exceptions  expressed  in  Regulation  II 

Permission  to  be  Huzoory,      f  1795),  to  become  Huzoorv  was  published  in  the 

how  far  taken  advantage  of.  •"  . 

month  of  October,  and  parties  paying  a  Jura- 
ma  of  Rs.  3,36,032-7-3,  (being  little  beyond  a  twelfth  proportion  of  the 
Mofussil  Jumma),  had  this  year  availed  themselves  thereof,  a  sufficient 
proof,  perhaps,  that  there  was  no  great  degree  of  severity  used  by  these 
A  mils  in  the  collections,  at  the  same  time  that  there  could  not  be  a  more 
appropriate  check  against  it  than  what  arose  out  of  the  operation  of  the 
Regulation  in  question. 

As  regards  the  Board's  observations  contained  in  their  instructions 
of  the  19th  September,  it  was  observed  that  land  had  already  become  in 
Benares  a  most  desirable  property,  if  it  might  be  judged  from  the  degree 
of  avidity,  not  unfrequently  degenerating  into  violence,  that  was  now  made 
by  the  parties  to  acquire  it,  insomuch  that  the  excess  of  this  desire  might 
be  averred  to  be  at  the  time  by  far  the  principal  if  not  the  only  serious 
evil  existing  in  this  part  of  the  country.  On  this  head  several  of  the  na- 
tives, judging  from  the  immediate  effects,  did  not  hesitate  in  intimating 
their  doubts  of  the  expediency  of  that  policy  which  had  restored  the  great 

body  of  the  landholders  and  rendered  them  already 
Prosperity  of  landholders.  ....  i      m         ,    •  ^      ^ 

comparatively  rich  and  affluent,  insomuch  that  it 

was  a  common  saying  that  those  Zemindars,  who  seven  years  ago  had 
scarcely  the  means  of  a  precarious  subsistence,  had  now  many  of  them 
horses  in  their  stable  and  more  money  than  they  ought  to  require  to 
spend,  which  was  supposed,  especially  by  the  Ami's,  to  render  them  im- 
patient of  control,  at  the  same  time  that  it  furnished  them  with  the 
means  of  resistance,  to  root  out  which  was  said  to  have  been  one  of 
Raja  Bulwunt  Singh's  chief  motives  for  the  general  level  to  which  he  re- 
duced them.  But  although  it  was  thought  not  improper  thus  to  let  the 
Board  know  the  sentiments  of  some  of  the  natives  here  on  the  effects  of 
the  Regulations,  the  Resident  was  not  apprehensive  that  they  would  ever 
involve  any  consequences  seriously  to  be  regretted,  or  that  would  not  be 
much  more  than  countervailed  by  the  general  comfort  they  were  so  evi- 
dently calculated  to  diffuse, — the  more  especially  as  the  Judicial  Regula- 
tions and  the  institution  of  the  new  Courts  were  well  calculated  to  repress 
such  licentiousness,  and  a  few  examples  of  well  adapted  severity  would  be 
all  that  could  be  desired  to  convince  any  of  the  wilder  classes  of  the  land- 
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holders  that  Government  could  and  would  check  their  insolence  and  pro- 
pensity to  turbulence,  and  enforce  the  general  submission  to  the  regular 
rules  of  just  Government. 

The  Resident  had  already  given  it  as  his  opinion,  (which  was  be- 
lieved to  have  been  approved  by  Government,)  that  as  long  as  the  Amils 
Were  at  All  necessary,  they  had  better  be  held  responsible  for  the  due  rea- 
lization of  the  ascertained  funds  committed  to  their 
Future  poiition  of  Amils.  .  ^  m  i         i  i       -^t     i         , 

cliarge,  in  quality  of  iehseeldar  Neshandar  as  de- 
clared in  Section  XXVII  Regulation  II  of  1795,  and  as  to  styling  them  Teh- 
seeldars  instead  of  Amils,  the  latter  name  would  probably  long  predomi- 
nate among  the  people  and  in  their  districts,  whatever  was  to  be  their 
official  designation. 

The  Canoongoes  would  naturally  fall  under  and  make  part  of  the 
Collector's  establishment,  and  their  functions  were  now  almost  limited  by 
the  duties  pointed  out  in  the  Board's  Order ;  and  they  were  besides  so  ma- 
terially useful  for  carrying  on  the  various  details  of  the  collections,  as  well 
us  in  the  quality  of  amicable  arbitrators  and  umpires  in  many  instances 
that   never  reached  any  regular  Court,  and  in  the  capacity  of  witnesseil 

in  suits  relative  to  the  Zemindaree  rights  of  suitors 
Ditto  of  Canoongoes.  •       ^i         i  i       i    .    ,  i     ,      ,     •  •  .         «.      . 

m  the  Adawlut,  that  their  assistance  m  all  these 
departments  could  not  be  soon  dispensed  with.  But  a  great  improve- 
ment might  be  made  in  the  present  system  by  instructing  the  Collector 
to  select  out  of  the  present  numerous  body  of  retainers  to  this  depart- 
tnent  only  two  Officers  (who  might  be  then  called  Native  Pergunnah  Re- 
gistrars), and  to  reduce  all  the  others ;  an  operation  that  would  howevef 
occasion  much  opposition  by  the  numerous  herd  of  useless  members  of 
the  present  department  that  must  then  be  discharged,  but  this  desirable 
end  would  be  materially  facilitated  by  dropping  the  title  of  Canoongoes 
fend  assigning  that  of  Provincial  Registrars  to  those  on  the  new  establish- 
ment, whose  discharge  of  their  duty  would  then  be  the  more  to  be  depend- 
ed on,  as  the  present  allowances  would  afford  them  a  comfortable  subsist- 
ence, although  it  could  not  amount  to  more  than  a  pittance  to  the  num- 
bers now  claiming  to  share  in  and  subsist  upon  it. 

The  Resident  reported  that  in  the  44  drafts  of  Regulations  compiled 
he  had  been  able  to  complete  the  entire  serieii 

Complete  series  of  Repi-  -ji^irN  ..•.         •  ri.. 

lations  drafted,  except  that    required   by  the  Government  s  instructions  of  the 
regarding  mtereBt.  jg^j^  September  and   7th   November  1794  with 

the  exception  of  the  article  of  Interest,  regarding  which  all  the  infor- 
mation   that   could  be  collected  had   been  submitted  to  Government, 
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from  which,  if  deemed  advisable  and  necessary,  a  Regulation  might  fce 
at  once  framed,  but  the  expediency  of  attempting  the  immediate  intro- 
duction of  such  generally  low  rates  as  were  authorized  in  the  Provinces  was 
questioned. 

It  was  observed  tliat  in  the  course  of  the  year  those  Zemindars  and 
Farmers,  who  had  beconae  Huzoory,  had  insensibly  emancipated  themselves 
entirely  from  the  authority  of  the  A.mils,  even  as  Police  Magistrates,  in  so- 
much  that  all  orders  had  been  directly  addressed  to  themselves,  nor  had 
there  been  any  inconvenience  found  in  this  nwde,  which  had  however  ra- 
ther crept  into  practice,. and  been  tolerated,  than 
Police  powers  of  Amila    regularly  authorized.  But,  on  the  institution  of  the 

aod  Huzoory  Zemindars.  °  •' 

new  system,  it  might  be  necessary  for  the  Amil 
or  Tehseeldar  to  preserve  his  Police  authority  on  the  footing  of  Regulation 
XVII  of  1795  over  the  entire  Pergunnah,  though,  were  the  contrary  allow- 
ed, it  would  not  occasion  any  prejudice,  as  the  Arails  and  Huzoory  tenanta^ 
might  operate  as  checks  on  each  other,  but  if  this  were  allowed  an  addi- 
tional Clause  to  thai,  effect  might  be  necessary  to  be  added  to  the  Regula- 
tion in  question. 

A  report  was  submitted  to  the  Goveruor  General  in  Council  by  Mr.  Duncan 

•n  the  13th  August  1795  in  coutinuation  of  his  address  of  the  25th  November 

1790  relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  Benares  Province  the  object   of  which 

was  to  convey  a  general  idea  of  the  present  state  of  the  permanent  Settlement, 

under  such   alterations  as  have  been   made  therein  since  the  Fuslee  year  1197, 

when  it  was  first  fully  reported   in  Resident's   letter  of  the  25th  of  November 

1790.     In  this  view  such  changes  as  had  happened  under  the  five  Sircars  and; 

in   tlieir  several   Sub-divisions    would  be  noticed   in 

Further    Report  on    the     nearly   the   same   order   as    in,  the   aforesaid   general 
permauent  Settlement.  •' 

Report,  cnly  noting   what   appeared   necessary  to  be 

now  added,  so  as,  (with  the  helpof  the  principal  information  derivable  from  the 
aforesaid  general  report  on  the  Settlement,  and. the  contents  of  several  subsequent 
letters  in  continuation  of  the  same  subject,  and  of  the  Drafts  of  the  Regulations 
lately  transmitted),  to  comprehend  an  adequate  statement  of  the  condition,  as  to 
its  financial  management,  in  which  Mr.  Duncan- was  to  leave  the  District,  which 
might  prove  useful  to  Government  or  to  the  Board  of  Revenue  in  issuing  such  or- 
ders as  might  be  requisite  to  the  proper  Officers, 

The  Resident  had  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  10th  Instant,  the  motives 
that  induced  him  to  allow  the  full  Dehyek  to  Phelwan  Sing  who,  as  the  principal 
proprietor,  had  acted  as  the  Collector  of  Mujewah  Talooka  as  already  noticed  in 
the  Report  of  the  25th  November  1790  on  its  Settlement,  but,  as  he  had  proved 
a  very  bad  manager,  Resident  had  durii^  the  course  of  the  current  year  been 
obliged  to  appoint  a  Tehseeldar  to  make  the  collections,  a  measure,   which   had 
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been  attended  with  all  the  success  expected  from  it,  nor  could  this  Talookdar  be 
recommended  to  be  again  entrusted  with  the  realization  of  the  Revenue.  He 
■was  at  present  largely  indebted  to  Pertaub  Rooder  who,  till  the  end  of  the  last 
year  1202,  acted  as  his  security,  and  the  Raja  (Mehipnarain)  was  ready  to  clear 
off  this  incumbrance  on  behalf  of  the  Talookdar,  (who  was  a  family  connection  of 
his  own),  upon  condition  of  having  the  charge  and  recapt  of  the  future  collections 
made  over  to  him,  which,  from  his  idea  of  the  Raja's  general  management  Resi- 
dent could  only  suggest  as  aff'ording  the  most  likely,  if  not  the  only,  means  of 
reimbursing  Pertaub  Rooder,  and  if  Lalla  Sookhlal,  the  best  of  the  Raja's  Mut- 
suddees,  were  appointed,  independently  from  the  Raja's  general  Establishment, 
to  receive  the  revenue  of  this  Talooka  according  to  its  Settlement  and  subject  to 
all  the  Regulations  of  Government,  the  objection  entertained  to  this  almost  neces- 
sary measure  would  be  obviated. 

In  the  Pergunnah  of  Atgawan  (noticed  in  the  letter  on  the  Settlement  in 

1790)  there  had  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  ac- 

VA  ifis  *  companying  Extract  of  Resident's  Proceedings  of  the  6th 

Instant  resulted  a  small  annual  deficiency  of  Rs.  931-00 

which  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  allowed  to  the  Amil  at  the  end  of  each  year. 

This  Pergunnah  was  in   all  other  respects  fully  cultivated  and  in  a  flourishing 

state. 

On  the  amount  of  the  Settlement  of  Kernadauree  (vide  Settlement 
report  of  the  25th  of  November  1 790,)  the  Rajah,  who  is  its  collecting  Amil,  had 
been  allowed  the  usual  Dehyek  and  Bhuray,  which  he  had  not  required,  (although 
certainly  his  right),  at  the  period  when  the  collection  of  this  Talooka  was  first 
committed  to  his  officer's  charge.  The  other  particulars  concerning  it  were  set 
forth  in  section  XX,  Regulation  II  of  1795. 

All  that  seemed  necessary  relative  to  the  changes  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  Pergunnah  of  Ahrowra,  as  originally  mentioned  in  the  report  on  the  Gene- 
ral Settlement  in  1790,  had  been  set  forth  in  Resident's  address  of  the  13th 
Instant. 

In  Resident's  letter  of  the  22nd  of  July  1794,  as  well  in  several  preceding 
advices,  the  circumstances  under  which  amended  Settlement  of  the  Pergunnah  of 

Dhoos,  Nirwun  and  Chownsa  might  become  necessary, 
pri^ted™*^  ^^**°'*°*^'  ^""^    ^«''®  noticed  and  the  enclosed   Extract  of  Proceedings 

(No.  2  and  3)  was  referred  to  for  the  particulars  of  the 
new  adjustment  of  the  jumma  of  these  Pergunnahs  as  since  effected  on  terms 
-which  there  was  reason  to  hope  would  bear  the  test  of  future  trial.  The  original 
Settlements  of  these  places  were  severally  mentioned  in  letter  of  the  25th  of 
November  1790. 

In  respect  to  the  Pergunnah  of  Agoree  Burhur  it  was  to  be  noticed  that 
Bun  Buhadur,  the  nephew  and  adopted  son  of  the  late  Rajah  Adil  Sah,  had, 
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in  consequence  of  the  Board's  acquiescence  to  that  efifect,   under  date  the  7th  of 
November,  been  appointed,   with  Raja  Mehipnarain's  concurrence,  to  the  succes- 
sion, in  the  manner  suggested  in   address  of  the  15th   of  October  last,    and 
two  days  thereafter,  an  order  was  issued  to  Sheolal 
'  Dobeh  to  signify,  that  in  consequence  of  Rajah  Adil 

Sab's  demise  his  Jagheer  of  4,000  Rupees  per  annum  was  to  be  resumed,  but 
that  he  might  rely  on  Government  securing  to  him  the  residuary  Interest,  (for 
as  to  the  principal  of  the  debt,  he  admitted  it  to  have  been  by  his  four  years 
tenure  recovered),  that  should  turn  out  to  be  still  due  to  him,  on  subsequent 
consideration  of  the  necessity  of  providing  for  which,  (on  the  grounds  set  forth 
in  Resident's  former  letters  of  the  26th  of  April  and  2nd  of  October  1789  and 
25th  of  November  1 790),  joined  to  the  farther  view  of  making  such  a  provision 
in  respect  to  the  funds  of  this  Jagheer  (which  made  no  part  of  those  for  the  pay- 
able Revenue ^of  the  permanent  Settlement)  as  might  render  them  at  all  times 
applicable  to  ensure  its  certain  and  regular  payment: — Mr.  Duncan  was  under 
these  united  considerations  induced  to  consent  to  the  earnest  application  of  the 
family  of  Raja  Adil  Sah  to  let  this  Malikanah,  (which  could  not  in  any  event 
be  finally  resumed  till  Dobeh's  debt  should  be  liquidated),  stand  inserted  in  the 
new  Raja's  or  Zemindar's  Sunnud,   granted   after  the  receipt  of  the  Board's 

Orders  in  November    last,    but  before  the  intended 
Vide  Appendix  E.  ,     ,.  »  ,i      t     i         ,     i 

sequestration  of  the  Jagheer  had  actually  taken  place, 

a  compliance  which  Resident  had  however  since  had  considerable   cause  to  re- 
gret in    consequence  of    the    dissensions   that  had    arisen    between  the  late 
Raja's  two  surviving    brothers,   Baboo    Bhoopnarain,    (the  natural   father    of* 
Run    Behadur,   the    present   Raja),   and   Baboo   Ruchpaul,   as    to  the  appro- 
priation of  the  income  from  the  Jagheer  in  question,   as   the  latter  now  al- 
leged that  the  late  Raja  Adil  Sah  left  to  him,  by  a  writing  executed  before  his 
death,  the  management  of  this  Jagheer,  (which  he  now  appeared  to  have  also  held 
for  several  years  past  under  a  responsibility  to  Sheolal  Dobeh,  the  mortgaf^ee,  for 
its  proceeds),  with  a  promise  that  he  should,  after  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  to 
Sheolal  Dobeh,  be  allowed  to  deduct  about  900  Rupees  per  annum  out  of  its 
produce  as  his  share  of  it.     But  in  fact  Raja  Adil   Sah  might  be  deemed  quite 
incompetent  to  make   such   a  testamentary  or  any  other  reversionary  disposi- 
tion of  what  was   not  his  own   to   bestow,    nor  was  this  plea  at   all  brought 
forward,  but  every  circumstance,  on  the  contrary,  carefully  concealed  by  all  the 
members  of  the  family  when,  on  the  death  of  the  said  Raja,  Resident  intended  to 
have  sequestered  the  Jagheer  as  above   stated,  in  the  view,  then  entertained,  of 
thereby  realizing  from  it,  as  well  some  balances  left  unliquidated  by  the  Raja 
as  that  whatever  remaining  Interest  might  turn  out  to  be  still  due  to  Sheolal 
Dobeh  might  be  thence  afterwards  liquidated.     But  in   both  these  views  the 
Resident  had  been  foiled  by  the  artifice  of  this  family,   whom  he  then  sus- 
pected the  less  as  he  had  so  recently  been  the  means  of  saving  them  from  destruc- 
tion, in  procuring  the  Raja  of  Benares  and  the  Board's  consent  to  continue  them  in 
the  Zemindaree,  at  a  time  that  they  knew  the  former  Resolutions  of  Government  to 
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beeutirely  adverse  to  their  pret-ensions.  And  the  way  they  pursued  for  this  pur- 
pose was  in  the  first  place  to  assure  him  that  they  would  pay  off  the  Gosayn 
iHanker  the  balance  due  to  him,  for  his  payments  of  the  Government's  Revenue, 
up  to  the  end  of  the  late  Raja's  life  time  by  the  sale  of  some  of  his  numerous 
herds  of  cattle  which  they  had  inheritsd,  and  as  with  this  declaration  the  Go- 
Bayn  himself  seemed  fully  satisfied,  it  was,  perhaps  too  hastily,  concluded  that  no 
farther  precautions  were  necessary,  till  in  the  course  of  the  year  the  Gosayn, 
(who  had  agents  on  his  part  to  receive  the  collections  from  the  Pergunnah),  com- 
plained that  he  had  not  yet  been  repaid  the  amount  of  the  balance  incurred  in 
the  late  Raja's  time,  and  that  although  he  principally  relied  on  the  Jagheer  for 
their  liquidation,  yet  Ruchpaul  would  neither  surrender  it  nor  account  for  the 
full  Jumma.  Whereupon,  after  various  orders  issued  to  Ruchpaul  to  do  both, 
he,  according  to  the  local  custom,  betook  himself  to  fasting,  and  had  at  length, 
though  not  without  the  greatest  relucUince  and  difl&culty,  allowed  an  Ameen 
deputed  in  May  last,  to  enter  into  possession  of  the  Jagheer  in  question,   but  he 

had  not  hitherto  accounted  for  the  collections  made 
^  *    ^^  '  from  this  Jagheer  for  the  year  now  at  a  close,  claiming 

first  to  be  allowed  to  withhold  the  900  Rs.  which  was  pretended  to  have  been 
assigned  to  him  out  of  it  by  Adil  Sah,  as  also  certain  farther  deductions  that 
he  alleged  were  usually  given  up  to  him  by  his  said  late  brother  out  of  the  rental 
of  other  Revenue  land  leased  out  to  him,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Settlement  iu 
1 790.  Meanwhile  he  avoided  attending  in  Benares  on  plea  of  sickness  which  there 
■was  every  reason  to  believe  unfounded,  and  he  had  therefore  been  again  required 

to  repair  to  Benares,   without  farther  delay  or  evasion, 
**^  '  for  the  adjustment  of  his  accounts,  in  view  to  which 

the  present  Raja,  or  rather  the  Gossayn  aforesaid,  (who  had  long  been  the  family 
Banker),  would  pay  in  the  small  residue  that  was  still  outstanding  of  the  Govem- 
ent  rental  for  1203  Fuslee,  and  Mr.  Lumsden  might  probably  be  able  to  bring 
the  existing  difference  between  the  brothers  to  an  amicable  termination  on  Ruch- 
paul's  arrival  at  the  Cutcherry,  though  with  respect  to  the  Jagheer  in  question, 
it  had  been  more  than  once  signified  to  them  that  their  late  conduct  had  been 
such  ^8  not  to  entitle  them  to  that  or  any  other  indulgence,  and  that  it  would 
now  depend  entirely  on  the  orders  which  might  be  isfioed  by  Government 
whether,  after  the  eitiuotion  of  Sheolal  Dobeh's  debt,  the  Jagheer  in  question  be 
not  altogether  resumed.  At  the  same  time,  if,  in  consideration  to  the  large  family 
of  brethren  left  by  Adil  Sah,  the  Board  should  be  pleased  to  continue  it,  (which 
if  they  would  only  conduct  themselves  with  propriety,  might  be  thought  advis- 
able), Ruchpaul,  although  possessing  no  positive  right,  might  yet,  in  equity,  be 
admitted  to  some  proportion  of  it  for  his  support,  and  this  distributiou  might 
be  made  by  Government. 

On  the  state  of  the  Pergunnah  of  Bejebgurh,  (vide  the  Report  on  the 
Settlement  under  date  the  25th  of  November  1790),  there  was  nothing  parti- 
cular to  remark  except  that  it,  as  well  as  the  preceding  district  of  Agoree  Bur- 
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hur,  was  understood  to  have  improved  very  much  as  to  the  state  of  cultivation 
■ince  the  Settlement. 

However  this  opportunity  was  taken  to  mention  that  the  claimants  to  the 
resumed  Jagheer  in  Bejehgurh  were  very  solicitous  for  a  final  answer,  and  in  sup- 
port of  their  plea  to  its  continuance  the  representations  of  the  late  Jagheerdar 
had  lately  produced  the  certificate*  of  the  services  for  which  it  was  granted. 

The  diflficulty  of  adjusting  the  interior  proportions  of  the  Jumma  of  that 
Pergunnah  among  the  Putteedars  in  the  several  Puttees,  had  been  adverted  ia 
Kesident's  address  of  the  25th  November  1790.  This  had  however  been  since 
effected  as  far  and  well  as  had  been  found  practicable,  principally  through  the  um- 
pirage of  the  late  Thakooray  Bukht  Singh,  then  a  Talookdar  iu  the  adjoining  Per- 
gunnah of  Bhuruwul,  and  of  the  Canoongoes,  to  whom  all  these  Putteedars  agreed 
to  refer  their  respective  claims,  and  they  have  since  delivered  in  their  separate 
Cabooleeuts  to  the  number  in  all  of  nineteen,  and  did  now  pay  their  Revenue  ac- 
cordingly, though  as  it  was  not  without  diflSculty  that  even  this  umpirage  pro- 
duced thus  far  the  desired  effect,  and  as  the  irritation  of  these  few,  that  were  of 
course  displeased  with  the  distribution  thus  made  of  their  respective  shares,  might 
have  been  still  more  aggravated  by  Pottahs  being  immediately  granted  in  confor- 
mity to  the  Cabooleeuts,  these  Pottahs  were  therefore  yet  to  be  issued.  But  as  a 
long  time  had  now  elapsed  since  this  distribution  had  been  acted  upon  iu  the  re- 
ceipt and  payment  of  the  Revenue,  insomuch  that  the  parties  might  now  be  con- 
sidered to  have  all  of  them  sufficiently  acquiesced  therein,  it  was  thought  that 
Mr.  Lumaden  might  be  instructed  to  issue  the  Pottahs  iu  conformity  to  the  Ca- 
booleeuts, leaving  to  such  as  were  are  dissatisfied  to  establish  their  rights  in  the 
Adawlut,  to  which  effect  the  parties  receiving  the  Pottahs  should  sign  the  separate 
engagement  usual  ou  all  such  occasions,  specifying  that  they  were  established  un- 
der these  Pottahs  subject  to  all  suits  and  decisiouB  that  the  Courts  of  justice 
might  hereafter  pass  thereon. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Pergunnah  of  Shadeeabad  it  was  only  mentioned 
that  the  Amil  appeared,  by  the  account  delivered  in,  to  have  brought  into 
cultivation  the  Jungle  land  of  that  Pergunnah  under  his  engagement,  as  re- 
ported in  Resident's  letter  of  the  2nd  of  October  1789,  to  the  extent  of  51.41 
Beegahs.  For  the  Revenue  produce  of  this  he  of  course  accounted,  (under  the 
reservation  as  to  last  year  which  was  noticed  in  Mr.  Duncan's  letter  of  the  10th 
Instant),  as  well  as  (since  the  expiration  of  the  tsrm  of  his  5  years'  Settlement) 
for  the  full  amount  of  the  rest  of  the  ascertained  funds  in  this  Pergunnah, 
whi(A  were  also  augmented  by  its  having  been  lately  ascertained  that  the  current 
Coin  in  which  the  Collections  were  made  there  was  altogether  in  the  Benarea 
Sicca  Rupee,  and  consequently  the  Amil  had  for  these  2  years  past,  viz.  1201 
and  1202,  been  obliged  to  account  for  the  numerical  amount  of  the  present 

♦  This  was  a  Certificate  from  Colonel  Popham  to  the  effect  that  Ousan  Singh,  a  Cbua« 
M,  WW  of  iofiaite  urvice  during  the  u^^  ot  Bejebgur. 
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Jumma  payable  through  him  to  Government  in  the  same  specie,  although  hereto- 
fore Gourshahees  had  always  been  stipulated  for  and  received  for  that  Pergunnah, 
in  which  it  would  seem  from  the  former  Canoongoe's  Statements,  that  Tersoolees 
and  Siccas  had,  for  at  least  some  years  back,  been  both  at  the  same  time  locally 
current,  though  the  latter  had  now  entirely  superceded  the  former,  and  Govern- 
ment gained  in  consequence  4^  per  Cent,  on  the  Jumma. 

It  was  thought  not  impossible  that  other  similar  changes  might,  since  the 
first  conclusion  of  the  term  of  the  5  year's  engagements  with  the  Amils,  have 
taken  place  in  some  of  the  other  Pergunnahs  of  the  Ghazeepoor  Sircar,  the  more 
especially  as  within  the  seven  years  of  Mr.  Duncan's  Residency,  he  had  known,  (as 
specified  in  the  report  on  the  General  Settlement  under  date  the  25th  of  No- 
vember 1 790),  the  Sicca  Currency  to  supersede  all  others  in  2  or  3  of  its  Per- 
gunnahs, and  therefore  some  time  ago  a  Circular  Order  was  written  to  the  Canoon- 
goes  to  report  as  to  this  particular,  and  of  such  rather  imperfect  answers  as 
had  been  hitherto  received,  a  Translation  would  be  found  in  the  Voucher,  but 
as  Government  possessed  at  present  an  undoubted 
right  to  cause  its  Revenues  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
Amils  or  Tehseeldars  in  the  same  specie  as  it  was  realized  in  the  Board  of  Reve- 
nue might  probably  think  it  proper  to  instruct  the  Collector  more  fully  on  this 
lead.  The  Settlement  report  under  date  the  2oth  of  November  1790  was  refer- 
red to  for  further  information  on  the  subject. 

The  Pergunnah  of  Zemaueah  having  for  several  years  labored  under  the 
disadvantage  of  the  Jumma  of  its  five  years'  Settlement  proving  in  some  parts 
thereof  too  heavy  in  proportion  to  the  funds  for  paying  it,  to  the  considerable 
loss  of  the  Amil  for  that  term  of  his  engagements,  it  was  found  essentially  re- 
quisite, under  Government  instructions  of  the  19th  of  September  last,  to  extend 
to  it  such  relief  as  it  stood  evidently  in  need  of,  by  giving  up  such  portions  of 
the  Revenue  as  there  were  not  funds  for  in  the  seve- 
1  e    ppen         .  ^^j  villages  and  Talooks,  the  particulars  of  all  which 

■would  be  found  detailed  in  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  report  of  the  2nd 
Assistant,  and  in  justice  to  the  Amil  it  had  been  ordered  that  he  would  be  allow- 
ed in  the  current  year's  accounts  the  excess  paid  by  him  for  the  by  past  year 
1201,  as  that,  as  well  as  the  present  year,  were  beyond  the  period  of  his  five 
years'  engagements,  and  he,  together  with  all  the  other  Amils,  would  now  only 
be  held  responsible  for  the  due  realization  of  the  ascertained  funds  placed  under 
their  collection. 

The  Contractor  for  the  Salt  Mehal  of  Mongra  having  at  the  end  of  the  last 
year  1201  solicited  leave  to  relinquish  his  lease,  Re- 
Vide  page  198.  ^.^^^^  ^^  consented  thereto,  in  the  belief  that  it  had 
proved  a  losing  concern  to  him,  and  in  the  hope  of  improving  it  under  an  Amanee 
collection,  under  which,  the  full  amount   of  its  Russudee  Jumma  of   21,000 
Rupees  for  the  Current  year  1202  had  been  realized  to  Government,  though  not. 
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it  was  believed,  entirely  so  to  the  native  Superintendent,  but  it  would  continue  to 
improve,  or  at  least  not  fall  off  under  the  present  arrangement,  which  admited  of 
shewing  more  occasional  and  suitable  indulgence  to  the  Salt  workers  than  whilst 
it  was  under  a  farm ;  the  more  especially  as  it  was  thought  the  strongest  reliance 
oonld  be  placed  on  the  fidelity  and  zeal  that  would  be  exerted  in  the  present  man- 
agement, which  had  been  entrusted  to  Mudden  Mohun,  the  brother  of  Radha 
Mohun,  a  person  who  had,  ever  since  his  first  entrance  into  life,  been  employed 
first,  during  several  years  in  the  Khalsa,  and,  since,  at  this  place,  and  as  he  had 
uniformly  maintained  an  excellent  character  Resident  had  during  the  course  of  tlie 
present  year,  consented,  in  view  to  his  departure  from  this  country,  (in  which  Mud- 
den Mohun  and  his  brother  wished  to  remain),  to  nominate  the  latter  also  to  the 
coUectorship  of  the  small  Pergunnah  of  Nirwun  became  vacant  by  the  failure  of 
Allaud  Misr,  the  late  Amil,  and  otherwise  on  exactly  the  same  terms  as  granted 
to  all  others  in  similar  circumstances,  and  Mr.  Duncan  had  reason  to  be  satisfied 
that  both  changes  had  already  experienced  the  good  eflFects  of  this  arrangement 
which  was  however,  and  would  always  remain  in  both  its  parts,  liable  from  year  to 
year,  and  at  all  times  throughout  each  year,  to  the  future  pleasure  of  Government 
whom  it  was  the  more  wished  to  stand  apprized  of  the  circumstance  as  affording 
nearly  the  only  instance  of  what  might  be  viewed  as  any  degree  of  patronage  that 
had  ever  been  exercised  by  the  Resident  during  the  several  years  of  his  present 
charge.  But,  in  truth,  he  had  rather  considered  it  as  some  just  reward  for  long  and 
faithful  public  service,  at  the  same  time  that  it  was  not  contrary  to  any  rule  yet 
existing  in  this  District,  nor  without  some  precedent,  as  in  the  instance  of  Ram- 
kishen,  the  Company's   former  Treasurer,   who  was  entrusted  with  the  collections 

of  Kereat  Sekhur,  as  noticed  in  the  proceedings  on  the 
Vide  page  176.  r  o 

Settlement  of  1196  as  to  the  causes  why  I  dismissed 

him. 

In  the  Benares  Settlement  Report  of  the  25th  of  November  1790,  it  had 
been  noted  that  a  part  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Pergunnah  of  Gurwara  in  the  Circar 
of  Jounpoor  was  derived  from  the  Amil's  sale  of  the  Mudosahee  Pice  in  which  it 
was  received,  and  although,  on  the  formation  of  the  Decennial  Settlement,  he 
agreed  to  account  to  Government  at  a  medium  fixed  rate  for  the  profit  on  these 
Pice,  yet  the  price  of  them  had  since  so  materially  varied  that  it  was  thought  but 
equitable  to  dispense  with  enforcing  this  part  of  the  stipulations  then  entered  into, 
and  to  order  that  the  Amil  in  question  would  be  held  to  account  at  the  end  of 
each  year  only  for  the  real  Profit  and  Loss  on  the  receipt  and  re-issuing  of  the 
pice  in  question,  according  to  the  monthly  market  value  thereof,  to  be  certified  by 
the  Canoongoes. 

In  the  Pergunnah  of  Mureeahoo  and  Talooka  of  Bursutty  in  the  Sircar 
of  Jounpoor,  and  in  the  Tuppeh  of  Chehanovy,  in  the  Pergunnah  of  Euntit 
and  Sircar  of  Terhar,  the  ascertained  funds  of  the  4  years'  Mofussil  Jumma 
as  made  in  1197  Fuslee,  (vide  the  report  on  the  General   Settlement  of  1790,) 
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fell  somewhat  short  of  the  five  years'  engagements,  which  they  had  entered  into 
in  the  preceding  year  111)6,  (after  deducting  the  Dehyek  and  Bhuray  allowances 
which,  in  common  with  all  the  other  A  mils,  they  were  entitled  to  receive),  but 
they  nevertheless  consented  to  pay  according  to  the  full  amount  of  their  aforesaid 
engagements  till  the  expiration  of  the  term  thereof,  and  accordingly,  from  the  end 
'  of  the  year  1200,  the  acting  Reiiident  passed  the  required  proportion  of  deduction 
on  this  account  in  favor  of  the  Amils  of  Mureeahoo  and  Bursutty,  as  Mr.  Duncan 
had  lately,  for  the  2  years  of  1201  and  1202  on  account  of  Raja  Kam  Gholaum, 
the  Amil  of  Chehanovy,  and  the  same  proportional  allowances  had  for  the  same 
reasons,  and  from  the  same  period,  been  made  in  the  Pergunnahs  of  Meheyeh,  and 
of  Ahrowra,  in  the  Sircar  Chunar,  and  in  the  Talooka  of  Seray  Kerowt  in  the  Sir- 
car of  Benares,  and  in  those  of  Sereemoo  and  Pessarah  in  that  of  Jounpoor,  which 
with  the  allowance  made  on  similar  principles  to  Pbel- 
wan  Sing,  as  already  noticed  in  thb  adiiress,  left  all 
the  existing  Settlements  on  an  uniform  foundation,  which  was  that  of  the  Amils' 
being  responsible  for  the  existing  funds,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  of 
their  Commission. 

Of  the  Talooka  of  Suktes  Ghur  the  Resident  was  in  October  1792  obliged, 
by  the  circumstances  set  forth  in  the  voucher,  to  re- 
vise and  renew  the  first  Settlement,  and  to  make  such 
farther  provision  for  its  poUce,  and  otherwise  towards  promoting  its  permanent 
advantage,  as  had  not,  it  was  believed,  hitherto  failed  of  adequate  success,  and 
the  measures  thus  taken  would  have  been  reported  at  the  time,  had  Mr.  Duncan 
not  just  then  been  called  away  from  this  station  on  commission  to  the  West  of 
India. 

As  since  the  period  of  the  formation  of  the  permanent  Settlement  the 

article  of  Choot  Maafy,   (as  noticed  in  letter  of  the  26th  of  April  1789  and    ia 

that  of  the    25th   of  November    1790),  had  diminished  from  Rs.  83,156-11-3  to- 

Es.  26,200-8-6  up  to  the  end  of  1201  Fuslee,  to  the  advantage  of  Government, 

a  comparative  *  account  thereof  was  transnaitted  shew- 

^         '  ing  whence  this  difference  and   saving  had  arisen,  and 

it  might  be  made  a  Rule  that  the  Collector  should  annually  transmit  a  similar 
Statement  to  the  Board  of  Revenue. 

And  as  in  1788,  a  Statement  of  the  article  of  Maafy  Mamooly,  was  fur- 
nished to  Government,  another  was  non  transmitted  of 

^"°     ■  its  present  state,  from  both  which  it  appeared  to  have 

amounted  up  to  the  end  of  1194  Fuslee  to  81,707-13-6,  and  to  have  stood  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  Fuslee  year  1201,  or  in  September  last,  at  Rs.  73,869-18-^ 
whence  there  resulted  an  effective  decrease  of  Rs.  17,840-13-0. 

Having  since  the  period  of  the  Report  of  the   Settlement  in  1790  pr«v 

cured  what  was  believed  to  be  a  more  accurate  aO' 

^""     '  count  of  the  Maafy  Jagheer  and  Kishnarpun  lauds,  (a» 
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kat  noticed  in  Resident's  letter  of  the  26th  of  November  1790),  in  this  Province, 
a  copy*  thereof  was  submitted,  which  iuchided  of  course  the  amount  of  the  last 
articles  of  Maafy  Mamooly  and  all  that  article  called  Sudder  Mujray,  as  hitherto^ 
included  in  the  accounts  of  Settlement  with  the  Amils,  (for  which  vide  Resident's 
letters  of  the  26th  April  1789,  and  25th  of  November  1790),  but  as  the  Amils 
were  now  reduced  to  the  situation  of  mere  responsible  Tehseeldars  or  Collectors, 
the  lands  and  assignments  included  under  this  head  of  Sudder  Mujray  need  no 
longer  be  considered  as  connected  witii  their  charge,  and  in  fact  they  would 
fall  naturally,  or  at  least  for  the  gi-eater  part,  under  the  dispositions  for  free 
lauds  in  the  Regulations  XLl  and  XLII  of  1795. 

The  several  inconsiderable  alterations  that  had  taken  place  in  the  consti- 
tuent parts  of  the  permanent  Settlement  since  its  formation  in  1790  were  easily 
traceable  from  the  annual  Moolky  Treasury  accounts,  and  would  always  continue 
to  be  so  in  time  to  come  as  long  as  this  account  should  be  preserved  in  its 
present  or  any  other  suitable  form.  The  usual  Statements  relative  to  the 
Treasury  in  question  up  to  the  end  of  last  Fuslee  year  1201  had  already  been 
transmitted  with  Resident's  letters  of  the  9th,  10th  and  13th  instant,  and  had 
Mr.  Duncan  remained  a  month  or  two  longer  similar  accounts  for  the  current 
year  1202  would  hav<*  been  also  transmitted,  but  as  this  would  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  Collector  at  the  same  time  that  almost  all  its  entries  would  be  derived 
from  what  had  passed  during  Mr  Duncan's  charge,  an  Estimate  of  the  charges 

therein  that  were  additional  and   beyond  those  of  the 
^"       *  last  year  was   submitted  with  this  address,  consisting 

principally  of  the  additional  Lac  paid  to  the  Raja  and  of  the  expenses  of 
Ameens,  for  the  Pottahs  and  Amanee  lands,  which  the  Board  had  sanctioned, 
as  they  would,  it  was  trusted,  the  several  further  and  smaller  items,  none  of 
which  were  such  as  could  be  avoided.  And  as  the  Resident  would  be  away  from 
this  country  before  the  general  accounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements  could 
come  before  Government,  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  him  to  have  the  above  part 
of  it  decided  on  separately  whilst  he  was  yet  in  Bengal,  as  being  probably  the 
only  part  of  his  public  accounts  that  were  not  already  sufficiently  sauctioned  by 
the  positive  Regulations  or  direct  orders  of  Government.  In  conclusion  it  was 
observed  that  after  all  these  charges,  including  the  Raja's  additional  Lac  per 
annum,  the  Residuary  Surplus  Revenue  to  remain  at  the  disposal  of  Government 
would  rather  exceed  another  half  Lac  of  Rupees,  which  result  was  conformable 
to  the  estimate  of  his  address  of  the  1 3th  of  October,  exclusive  however  of 
what  might  be  expected  to  arise  from  the  operation  of  the  new  Abkaree  Regula- 
tions, which  were  not  intended  to  take  effect  till  from  the  beginning  of  the  Fuslee 
year  1203. 

On  the  4th  September  1795  the  Government  communicated  the 

following  orders  on  the  subject  of  the   late  Resi- 
Du'iS:™r'r:;^;u."" ""'     denVs  letters  date^  the  9th.   10th  and  i3th  of  the 

previous  month. 
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The  Governor  General  in  Council  passed  the  charges  in  the  accounts 
of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  surplus  funds  in  the  Moolky  Trea- 
sury for  1200  and  1201  Fuslee. 

Conformably  to  the  late  Resident's  opinion,  it  was  directed  that 
Chunderbaun  be  not  reinstated  and  that  the  balance  of  Rs.  3,643-16-9  be 
accordingly  relinquished. 

The  contingent  disbursements  amounting  to  Rs.  807-8-9,  specified 
in  the  account,  were  passed. 

The  accounts  and  charges  submitted  with  the  letter  of  the  10th 
August  were  passed  and  the  recommendations,  including  that  for  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  demand  on  Mehndee  Ally  Khan  for  the  sum  of  Rs. 
14,039-1-6  for  the  year  1201,  were  approved. 

The  charge  of  the  collections  of  the  Talooka  of  Phelwan  Sing  being 
made  over  to  the  Raja,  and  the  appointment  of  Lala  Sookhlal  to  make 
the  collections  independently  from  the  Raja's  general  establishment,  as 
suggested  by  the  late  Resident,  were  sanctioned. 

The  Government  likewise  approved  of  the  deficiency  of  Rs.  931 
being  granted  to  the  Amil  of  Atgawan  as  proposed,  and  of  the  allowance 
of  the  Dehyek  and  Bhuray  to  the  Raja  in  Kernadaury. 

The  several  measures  adopted  by  the  late  Resident  respecting  Ago- 
rae Burhur  and  the  Malikanah  lands  were  approved. 

With  regard  to  the  Malikanah  lands,  in  consideration  of  the  numer- 
ous family  left  by  Raja  Adil  Sah,  it  was  directed  that  they  be  continued  to 
his  heir,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  late  Resident's  Sunnud,  and  the  Act- 
ing Resident  was  ordered  to  report  hereafter  what  proportion  of  the  pro- 
duce he  would  recommend  to  be  allowed  to  Ruchpaul,  as  suggested  by  Mr. 
Duncan. 

The  Acting  Resident  was  directed  to  issue  Pottahs  in  Bejehgurh 
and  to  require  the  parties  receiving  them  to  sign  the  separate  engagements 
as  proposed. 

The  arrangements  regarding  the  Salt  Mehal,  and  the  nomination  of 
Radha  Mohun  to  the  Collectorship  of  Pergunnah  Nirwun,  were  sanctioned. 

The  account  of  the  Choot  Maafy  was  to  be  tranmitted  annually  a» 
suggested. 
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The  Governor  General  in  Council  approved  of  the  additional  charges 
specified  in  the  estimate  referred  to  and  of  the  other  measures  and  ar- 
rangements reported. 

The  charges  incurred  in  the  accounts  submitted  with  the  late  Resi- 
dent's letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  including  the  expense  of  Rs.  2,362-3-6  in- 
curred by  Mehndee  Ally  Khan  for  protecting  the  Circar  of  Ghazeepore 
from  the  incursions  of  robbers,  were  passed. 

The  Moolky  Treasury  account  was  to  be  forwarded  twice  a  year  as 
recommended  by  Mr.  Duncan.  The  arrangement  regarding  the  selection 
of  two  persons  from  the  Canoongoes,  to  be  styled  Native  Pergunn ah  Regis- 
trars as  suggested,  was  entirely  approved,  and  it  was  directed  that  it  was 
to  be  carried  into  execution  as  early  as  might  be  practicable. 

The  established  rules  and  customs  of  the  Province  in  regard  to  in- 
terest were  to  be  adhered  to  until  the  Governor  General  in  Council  should 
deem  it  proper  to  frame  a  special  Regulation  on  the  subject  from  the  ma- 
terials and  information  furnished  by  the  late  Resident. 

The  Police  authority  of  the  Tehseeldars  was  to  extend  throughout 
their  respective  jurisdictions  agreeably  to  the  17th  Regulation  of  1795. 
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(Vide  page  131.; 

♦   '- 

Translation  of  a  Ferwannah  to  Sheo  Lall  Dobeh. 

In  consideration  of  the  state  and  circumstances  of  your  loan  made  in  aid 
of  the  revenue  of  Government  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Treves  in  the  discharge  of 
the  balances  that  had  occurred  in  the  instalments  of  Raja  Adil  Shah  and  which 
you  paid  in  through  the  said  Raja,  the  sum  of  4,000  Rupees  annually  hath,  in 
the  settlement  of  1196  Fuslee,  concluded  by  the  Company's  Government  with  the 
Raja  for  the  term  of  his  natural  life,  been  deducted  under  the  head  of  mujray,  to 
the  end  that  the  said  Raja  may  annually  pay  to  yoyi  the  amount  of  the  said  de- 
duction, till  the  ultimate  liquidation  of  the  debt ;  and  as  now  that  the  year  11 96 
Fuslee,  is  at  an  end  and  that,  by  reason  of  the  drought  and  other  causes,  a  defi- 
ciency has  happened  in  the  estimated  produce  in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  for  1196  the  said  Raja  will  be  able  to  pay  to  you  the  full  amount  of 
the  said  mnjray  or  deduction  :  Therefore,  for  your  security  in  future  funds  shall 
be  assigned  you  for  the  amount  in  lands  from  the  beginning  of  1197  Fuslee,  and 
therefore  this  is  given  to  you  for  your  satisfaction. 

Dated  Qth  August  1789. 
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(Vide  page  136.; 

i • 

As  the  season  for  the  cultivation  for  1197  Fuslee  is  near  at  hand,  a  pub. 
May  4th  1789     Publica-     ^^  cation  isthis  day  issued  in  reference  thereto  requir- 
tion  about  Qilandazee.  jng  all   those  Amils  in   whose    Amildarees,    Gilanda- 

zee,  or  throwing  earth,  is  required,  to  be  attentive  to  the  performance  of  this 
necessary  duty  in  view  to  their  own  future  advantage,  and  that,  if  by  reason  of 
their  neglect  in  this  respect  or  of  the  Bunds  or  embankments  thereby  breaking 
and  preventing  the  full  extent  of  the  ensuing  year's  cultivation,  they  (the  de- 
faulters) shall  be  and  are  to  consider  themselves  as  held  responsible  on  this 
account. 

They  are  therefore  required  to  make  the  usual  Gilandazee  in  each  of  their 
Amildarees  wherever  it  has  been  heretofore  practiced  and  also  to  repair  the  Bunds 
where  they  stand  in  need  thereof  and  to  report  their  proceedings. 
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Tlie  Canoongoes  of  each  Pergunnah  are  informed  of  this  order  to  the  A  mils 
and  required  to  attend  to  the  execution  thereof  and  to  report  what  shall,  by  the 
)3aid  Amils,  be  done  in  consequence. 


Arzee  from  Mehendy  Ali  Khan. 

"As  I  Ijave  entered  into  a  Cabooleeut  for  5  years  with  the  Presence  for  the 
Pergunnah  of  Shadeeabad,  and  seeing  that  the  increase 

tbn8*^and^^pJo^^8al?^'from"  ^^  g°°<^  ^^  ^^^  %°*"  *"^  population  will  both  please 

Mehendy  Ali  Khan  on  the  you  and  bring  me  profit  and  a  good  name,  therefore 

rates  of  1187  Fuslee,  for  the  "'                           or                         o                     > 

cultivation  of  some  of  the  thinking  how  I  could  increase  the  population,  I  sent  for 

waste  parts  of  Shadeeabad.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  Canoongoes   and 

have  found  out  from  these  papers  that  194  villages  and  8  Chucks,  which  afford 
12,995  Beegahs  of  land  fit  for  cultivation,  for  these  last  600  years  to  the  present 
are   become  a  Jungle  and  have  not  been  inhabited.     I  have  asked  the  cause  of 
the  desolation  of  these  lands   of  the   Canoongoes,  the  Choudrees  of  the  said  Per- 
gunnah and  of  the  Zemindars  of  these  desolated  villages,  and  they  all  say  one 
thing,  "  that  the  cause  is  a  want  of  water,  because  there  is  no  Nullah  or  Nuddy 
near  it  and  also  that  the  land  is  all  sand  and  when  Cutcha  wells  are  dug  by 
them  they  are  in  a  month  filled  up  by  the  sands  and  that  they  are  not  able  to 
make  Pucka  wells ;  to  make  them  inhabited,  besides  until  this  time  there  has  not 
been  such  a  master  of  the  country  here  as  to  encourage  the  population  of  places 
deserted,  neither  have  any  such  Amils  been  appointed  to  this  Pergunnah  as  to 
attend  to  the  increase  and  population,  but  all  those  that  came,  by  their  oppres- 
sions have  occasioned  each  year  the  desolation  of  10  or  30  villages,  so  that  in  600 
years,  202  villages  and  Chucks  have  been  deserted  and  have  become  Jungles.  Now 
that  God  has  sent  Mr.  Jonathan  Duncan  as  Resident  for  the  good  and  comfort  of 
the  poor  Ryots,  certainly  now  tyranny,  oppression  and  desolation,  which  have  over- 
spread the  country  like  a  cloud,  will  disappear,  bi^t  if  you  will  take  us  by  the  hand, 
we  will  populate  the  desolated  villages  on  certain  terms.     In  the  5  years  that  you 
have  now    entered  into  new  engagements   for,    they  shall  become  inhabited,   and 
those  terms  are  as  follows  : — That  in  all  the  ruined  villages,  for  each    1000   Bee- 
gahs, you  shall  make  a  Pucka  well  and  that  neither  you,  or  the  Amils,  that  come 
after,  shall  ever  demand  from  us  the  price  of  the  wells.  You  are  the  master  either 
to  pay  for  the  building  of  them  with  your  own  money  or  with  the  Company's 
money,  and  that  you  shall  give  in  advance  to  those  that  want  it,  corn  to  sow  and 
bullocks  to  plough,  and  that  you  shall  be  paid  in  the  course  of  your  5  year's  Amil- 
ship  the  money  you  may  advance,  for  if  you  do  not  find  grain  to  sow  and  bullocks 
to  plough,  how  can  we  plough  what  we  at  present  pay  rent  for  and  what  we  wish 
to  get  into   cultivation,  and  whatever  Pottah  you  shall   now  grant  for  the   said 
villages,  never  shall  be  increased,  as  the  adherence  to  engagements  is  the   way  to 
populate  the  country,    and   you  shall  not  collect  for  this  year  1196  Fuslee,    the 
same  Rybundee  as  was  paid  in  1 187  Fuslee,  as  we  can  not  pay  it,  but  we  are  ready 
0  pay  the  same  as  we  did  iu  1193  Fuslee,  when  Lalla  Caahmeery  Mull  was  th©^ 
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Amil,  and  joti  shall  mcASurc  the  land  by  the  same  Lateh  as  the  Resident  has  or- 
dered and  whatever  Abwab  has  been  increased  by  the  Amils  since  1 187,  such  as 
the  Riissoom  Khazana  &o.  shall  be  discontinued  agreeably  to  the  HookumnanuL 
In  thid  way  in  5  years,  all  the  deserted  villages  will  certainly  be  inhabited  and 
cultivated." 

"  I  approve  of  all  their  requests  and  on  comparing  the  settlement  of  1196 
Fuslee,  which  is  agreeably  to  that  of  1 187,  with  that  of  1193  Fuslee,  I  find  that 
it  differs,  1187  being  more  by  7,800  Rupees.  But  in  collecting  the  Rybundee  of 
1187  Fuslee,  many  prosperous  villages  will  this  year  be  deserted,  as  the  village  of 
Qusba  Coury,  which  in  1187  Fuslee  contained  66  Beegahs  of  cultivated  laud,  and 
paid  for  each  Beegah  for  Khureef  and  Rubbee  of  Hur  jins  5  Rs.  4  As.,  and  for 
Sugar  and  Coyrore  10  Rs.  of  Rybundee,  and  upon  this  Jumraa  the  usual  Abwab 
was  collected,  from  tiiat  year  to  this,  it  has  been  increasing  in  population,  as  now 
110  Beegahs  and  16  Biswahs  by  the  Lateh  sent  by  the  Resident  are  ready  for 
Cultivation,  and  for  these  last  6  years  till  now,  the  rent  has  been  fixed  and  the 
Rybundee  has  been  discontinued.  In  those  days  they  never  paid  more  to  the  Sar- 
kar  than  400  Rupees  and  now  agreeably  to  the  Rybundee  of  1187  Fuslee,  they 
are  to  pay  750  Rupees  on  account  of  the  Hookhumnama.  They  are  helpless  and 
will  give  it,  but  next  year,  that  is  1 197  Fuslee,  how  will  they  be  able  to  cultivate 
that  village,  which  pays  10  Rs.  13  As.  for  each  Beegah  Mai  and  Abwab  for  Sugar 
and  Coyrore  and  5  Rs.  1 1  As.  for  Hur  jins  Khureef  and  Rubbee  with  the  Mai  and 
Abwab.  Of  course  they  will  go  to  other  villages  and  cultivate  where  they  pay  only 
for  each  Beegah  3  Rs.  8  As.  and  4  Rs.  Mai  and  Abwab  for  Sugar  and  Coyrore, 
and  1  Rs.  8  As.  and  2  lis.  Mai  and  Abwab  for  Her  jins,  which  was  the  Rybundee 
of  1187  Fuslee.  At  the  end  this  village  and  others  also,  whose  Rybundee  was  very 
high  in  1 187  Fuslee,  will  all  in  11 97  Fuslee,  or  in  the  next  year,  be  deserted  ac- 
cordingly. I  enclose  the  account  of  Rybundee  of  the  said  village  for  1 187  Fuslee 
with  the  signature  of  the  Putwary  to  the  said  village  and  Canoongoes,  written  in 
the  presence  of  the  Cazee,  which  will  be  received  by  the  presence ;  and  this  is 
well  known,  in  this  manner  that  all  Amils,  who  intend  collecting  their  Rybundee 
from  their  villages,  agreeably  to  1187  Fuslee,  as  is  ordered  by  the  Hookhum- 
nama will  certainly  in  the  next  year  see  their  villages  of  this  kind  deserted." 

"  Therefore  I  for  the  sake  of  your  good  name,  that  in  your  time  hundreds 
of  villages  that  have  been  deserted  for  these  600  years  should  become  inhabited 
and  that  you  may  know  in  what  manner  I  act,  and  for  my  good  name,  though  I 
have  the  Hookumnama  in  my  possession  for  the  Rybundee  agreeably  to  1 187,  which 
will  give  me  6  or  7,000  Rs.  profit  in  the  present  year,  without  any  blame  on  me, 
yet  I  will  not  agree  to  it  and  will  collect  from  the  villages  that  are  well  popula- 
ted agreeably  to  1193,  with  the  consent  and  happiness  of  the  Ryots,  and  will  do 
away  the  Abwab  from  1187  Fuslee,  and  at  every  place  which  produced  rice  to 
them  that  have  been  destroyed  owing  to  the  dryness  of  the  season,  I  will  have 
them  measured  by  the  Canoongoes  of  the  Pergunuah  with  the  Lateh  sent  by  the 


IV  SETTLEMENT   APPENDIX. 

presence  and  will  take  from  them  what  they  choose  to  give,  either  Rvhundeeorlietay, 
either  Kuncoot  or  Agorec,  agreeably  to  their  former  custom,  and  will  thus  settle  the 
country,  and  1  hope  from  God  that  in  all  the  year  not  a  Ryot  under  me  shall  go  to 
co*plain  either  to  Resident  or  to  the  Moolky  Adawlut.     None  as  yet  have  been, 
neither,  after  this,  shall  any  go,  but  for  all  these  gifts  and  kindnesses  shewn  to 
thein  1  consent  to  the  loss  I  sustain  but  in  all  their   Pottahs,  I  write   this  condi- 
tion that  in  the  next  year  they  shall  increase  their  cultivation  and  prosperitv  more 
than  this  year.     And  the  way  1  intend  to  cultivate  and  populate  the  deserted  vil- 
lages is,  that  from  this  year  1196  Fuslee  to  1 199  Fuslee  each  year  3000  Beegahs 
of  Jungle  shall  be  cleared  and   the  deserted  villages  populated  and   I  also  will 
build  with  my  own  money,  yearly,  30  Pucka  wells,  being  to  eacii  100  Heegahs 
of  land  one  Pucka  well,  and  in  the  5th  year  for  995  Beegahs  of  laud,  I  will  also 
build  100  Pucka  wells  so  that  in  5  years,  I  will  build  in  all  130  Pucka  wells,  and 
likewise  will  build  also  20  Pucka  wells  where  it  may  be  necessary  throughout  the 
Pergunnah  in  the  present  populous  villages.     At  this  time  near  S  Lacks  of  Pucka 
bricks  are  ready  and  I   have  given  advance  for  one  Crore  of  bricks  to  Coolies  and 
brickniakei's  and  builders.     They  are  all  in  readiness,  and,   God  willing,  by  the 
month  of  Assar  44   Pucka  wells   in  diflercut  places  will  be  completed,  and  1  am 
about  to  send   2,0t)0   Rupees  to  Goruckpore  and  Sircar  Sarung  to  buy  bullocks, 
and  I  am  waiting  for  your  orders.     The  minute  I  receive  them  1  will  send  off  the 
people  that  the  bullocks  may  be  here  by  the  1st  of  Assar,  that  the  Ryots  may  not 
have  cause  to  complain,  and  whatever  grain  is  wanted  that  they  may  request,  I 
will  instantly  give,  but  1  have  two  terms  to  make  with  you,   which,  if  you  agree 
to,  I  will  populate  and  cultivate  those  villages  that  have  laid  waste  for  600  yeai-s  ; 
if  not,  why  should  J.  expend  10,000   Rupees  of  my  own  money  in  mud  and  bricks 
to  build  Pucka  wells  in  a  strange  country  and  give  money  for  cattle,  to  give  lo 
the  Ryots  on  an  uncertainty  of  getting  back  the  price  of  the  bullocks." 

"Term  the  1st : — In  the  5  years  that  the  villages  are  to  be  populated,  I 
shall  not  receive  as  much  as  the  Sabundee  will  cost  me,  because  if  I  do  not  grant 
Pottahs  on  a  low  Jumma  to  the  Ryots,  they  will  not  consent  to  so  much  labor  as  to 
cut  down  the  Jungle  and  cultivate  it,  and  after  the  5  years  are  expired  and  all  the 
villages  are  become  populated  and  the  Malgoozaree  Jumma  of  the  said  villages  shall 
attain  to  half  the  grain,  then  my  Cabooleeut  for  5  years  will  be  over  and  the  mas- 
ter of  the  country  finding  capability  in  the  200  villages  that  will  be  in  cultiva- 
tion more  than  at  present  what  will  they  then  give  to  me,  and  when  1  have  left 
the  country  all  my  money  and  labor  will  be  scattered  to  the  wind.  On  this  account 
I  am  hopeful  that  when  these  202  villages  and  Chucks  shall  become  inhabited 
and  cultivated  and  the  wells  built  with  my  money,  then  2000  Beegahs  of  Jungle 
shall  be  given  to  me  as  a  Jagheer  to  be  cultivated  for  my  own  use  and  descend  to 
my  sons.  In  this  way,  on  the  5th  year  when  my  agreement  for  5  years,  shall  be 
expired,  the  Master  of  the  country  will  be  at  liberty  to  let  their  cultivated  country 
to  any  one  that  wishes  to  rent  it  or  to  me  agreeably  to  its  then  capability  if  2,000 
Bee<mhs  of  Jungle  as  Jagheer  should  not  be  given  to  me,  then  give  me  a  Hook- 
humnaraa,  that  after  the  end  of  my  present  Cabooleeut  for  5  years,  if  I  am  turn- 
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od  out  of  the  country  whatever  expenses  I  sliall  have  been  af  in  the  buildhig  of 
the  Pucka  wells  shall  be  repaid  nie  in  money ." 

"Term  the  2nd: — Four  Perwannahs  shall  be  written,  one  to  Khoja  Ei- 
nudeon  Amil  Goruckpore  and  one  to  the  gentleman,  who  is  the  Zilladur  to  Sir- 
car Sarung  to  this  purport  "  that  Goomashtas  of  such  an  one  are  sent  in  order  to 
purchase  bullocks  for  the  cultivation  and  population  of  deserted  villages  in  the 
Pergunnah  of  Shadeeabad  in  the  Company's  territories  and  that  it  is  necessary 
that  they  should  assist  them  as  far  as  their  boundaries,  in  the  procuring  of  them 
and  that  no  one  may  prevent  them  on  account  of  Rahdary  arid  other  oppositions 
that  they  may  arrive  here  in  time." 

"And  the  3rd  s'lall  be  written  to  the  Canoongoes,  Chowdrees  and  Ryots  of 
the  Tergunnah  of  Shadeeabad,  to  give  them  confidence,  in  the  following  style 
that  "  it  is  known  to  the  presence  that  in  the  presemt  Amilship,  he  has  agreed 
to  populate  and  bring  into  cultivation  202  villagers  and  Chucks  that  have  been 
ruined  for  these  600  yeai-s,  that  for  each  100  Beegahs  Pucka,  he  is  to  build  a 
Pucka  well  and  that  he  is  to  advance  grain  ifec,  according  to  Maliajuu's  custom, 
to  all  those  who  may  be  in  want  of  it  to  sow  ;  that  in  5  j'ears,  wheu  his  Cabooleeut 
shall  expire,  all  the  desolated  villages  before  ruined  sliall  become  flourishing  and 
populated,  therefore  this  is  written  in  order  to  encourage  and  give  confidence  to 
the  Zemindars  and  Ryots,  that  all  those  who  are  agreeable  let  them  take  a  Pottah 
with  the  seal  of  Mehendy  Ali  Khan  witnessed  by  the  Canoongoes  for  these  deso- 
lated villages  either  for  one  or  five  years  commencing  the  Hth  of  Shayban,  agree- 
ing to  the  first  Jeth  1196  Fuslee,  and  labor  with  all  confidence  in  the  cultivation 
and  increasing  prosperity  of  the  said  villages,  that  neither  a  Beegah  or  Biswah  do 
remain  uncultivated,  and  that  you  may  know  a  Pottah  from  the  said  Khan  is  the 
same,  as  one  from  the  Resident,  if  at  any  time  in  the  5  years  the  said  Khan  or 
his  Amlah  shall  demand  one  dam  more  than  the  said  Pottah,  then  do  you  imme- 
diately come  to  the  presence  and  complain  and  you  shall  certainly  have  justice 
done  you." 

"The  4th  is  to  be  written  in  the  following  purport  to  the  Canoongoes  : — 

"  As  I  understand  from  the  Amil  of  your  Pergunnah  the  account  of  the 
desolated  villages  for  these  600  years  which  you  informed  him  of  for  your  good, 
the  presence  consents  therefore  it  is  necessary  that  you  assist  the  Amlahs  of  the 
present  Amil  in  this  business  of  populating  and  cultivating  the  said  villages  and 
in  building  of  Pucka  wells  and  in  getting  bricks  &c.  In  such  manner  do  you  labor 
that  the  ruined  villages  may  be  in  cultivation  in  3  years,  that  in  your  Pergunnah 
there  may  be  no  uncultivated  land,  by  this  I  shall  judge  of  your  worth," 

"If  the  presence  does  not  consent  to  these  proposals,  let  an  order  be 
immediately  sent,  that  I  may  not  prepare  for  building  the  wells.  All  the  Pucka 
bricks  that  are  ready  I  will  send  to  Ghazeepore  and  from  thence  to  Benares  to 
build  a  house,  and  for  the  future  I  will  put  a  stop  to  the  Brickworks  and  Coolies 


VI  SETTLEMKNT  APPENDIX. 

aud  c^ccording  to  the  custom  all  over  the  cotmtry,  I  will  labor  for  the  increase 
of  the  cultivation  of  the  villages  that  pay  rent." 

The  Resident  observes  on  Mehendy  Ali  Khan's  statement  of  the  rates  of 
the  1 1 87  being  more  unfavorable  than,  aud  the  Heve- 
^Resident'B  obiervations  and  ^^^  thereof  not  SO  easy  to  the  Ryots  as  those  of  1 1 93, 
that,  notwithstanding  partial  instances  he  has  quoted 
to  prove  his  assertion,  the  fact,  taking  the  Pergunnah  in  general,  appears  not 
to  be  well  founded,  the  Mofussil  Jumma  of  Shadeeabad  being  for  1 187  inclusive 
of  Abwab,  Rupees  81,223-12-6  and  in  1193  Rupees  89,201-3. 

This  is  stated  to  Mehendy  Ali  Khan  in  reply  to  that  part  of  his  above  re- 
presentation aud  he  is  again  required  to  make  the  Hookumnama  or  regulations  of 
the  25th  of  June  1788  the  standard  and  criterion  of  his  collections;  that  is,  never 
to  exceed  the  rules  therein  laid  down,  it  being  of  course  left  with  him  to  collect 
as  much  below  them  as  he  pleases,  or  as  in  his  descretion  he  may  see  meet  in 
particular  instances,  he  being  in  all  cases  responsible  for  the  Government  revenue. 

'    With  regard  to  the  proposal  made  by  Mehendy  Ali   Khan  to   bring  into  a 
state  of  cultivation  the    12,995   Beegahs  which  have. 

As  to  his  proposals  for  cul-    according  to  the  accounts   he  has  exhibited   thereof 
tivatiiig  the   old   waste   land  » 

in    Pergunnah  of   Shadeea-    and  deposited  in  the  Resident's  office  under  the  official 

^  attestations  of  the  Canoongoes  and   Cazee,  lain  waste 

for  so  many  centuries,  the  Resident  being  convinced  that  land  in  such  state 
cannot  be  rendered  fit  for  tillage  without  much  care,  labor  and  considerable  ex- 
pense, particularly  in  sinking  and  building  a  well  of  masonry  for  every  100  Bee- 
gahs thereof,  which  Mehendy  Ali  Khan  now  proposes  to  perform,  does  therefore 
now  deliver  to  the  said  Mehendy  a  Sunnud  or  writing  for  his  future  security  in  the 
manner  required,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation  :— 

Be  it  known  to  the  officers  of  Government,  present 
Svinuud  issued  to  the  said     ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^f  ^jjg   Pergunnah  of  Shadeeabad   in   the 
Khau  thereon. 

Sircar  Jounpore  in  the  Saubah  or  province  of  Allahabad. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  written  representation  of  Mehendy  Ali  Khan, 
Amil  of  the  Pergunnah  of  Shadeeabad,  and  by  the  accounts  of  the  lands  therein 
referred  to,  under  the  signature  of  the  Canoongoes  and  seal  of  the  Cazee  of  that 
Pertyuunah,  that  the  extent  of  two  hundred  and  two  Mauzahs  and  Chucks  (that  id 
villages  and  parts  of  villages,)  viz.,  8  Chucks  and  194  Maujahs,  containing  twelve 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety  five  Beegahs  of  land  capable  of  cultivation, 
has  lain  fallow  and  waste  for  these  six  hundred  years  past,  and  whereas  the  afore- 
said Khan  hath  delivered  in  a  proposal  engaging  in  the  space  of  five  years,  begin- 
ning from  the  Fuslee  year  1196,  from  which  period  the  Taheed  or  lease  of  the 
said  Pergunnah  has  been  settled  in  the  name  of  Mirza  Mahomed  Hossain  Khan, 
the  sou  of  the  said  Khan,  he  will,  by  digging  and  preparing  new  wells  of  bricks  and 
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masonry  so  that  for  every  hundred  Beegahs  of  land  a  well  of  masonry  be  dug 
and  built,  bring  all  the  Jiforosaid  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety  five 
Beegahs  into  cultivation  within  the  period  of  the  five  year's  lease  above  specified, 
on  condition  that  should  it  so  happen  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term, 
which  will  elapse  at  the  end  of  the  Fuslee  year  1201,  the  Taheed  or  lease  of  the 
said  Pergunuahs  be  not  continued  in  his  favor,  he  shall  then  be  repaid  by  the  Sir- 
car the  real  expense  which  the  construction  of  the  said  wells  shall  have  cost  him 
and  the  accounts  of  which  expenditure  he  shall  annually  have  delivered  into  the 
Canongoe's  registry,  as  well  as  into  that  of  the  Huzzoor  or  Resident's  Office. 

Wherefore  in  view  to  the  cultivation  of  the  country  and  more  especially  in 
regard  to  a  spot  of  this  kind  which  hath  lain  waste  for  so  many  centuries  the 
present  voucher  under  the  seal  and  signature  of  the  Resident  is  granted  to  the 
said  Khan,  stipulating  that  if  in  the  Fuslee  year  1201  the  managers  of  the  act- 
ing Ruler  shall  resume  or  discontinue  the  lease  of  the  said  Pergunnah  of  Sha- 
deeabad,  which  now  stands  in  the  name  of  the  sou  of  the  said  Khan,  they  must 
reimburse  to  him  in  ready  money  and  without  interest,  the  amount  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  charges  incurred  as  aforesaid  in  the  construction  of  the  wells  and  in 
the  bringing  of  the  said  waste  land  into  cultivation,  the  sum  total  of  which  is 
now  estimated  at  ten  thousand  Rupees,  after  which  it  will  rest  freely  in  their 
option  to  grant  the  Pergunnah  to  any  other  person,  it  being  understood  and 
hereby  further  stipulated  that  if  the  Pergunnah  be  then  continued  to  the  son  of 
the  said  Khan,  the  latter  will  then  have  no  remaining  claim  to  the  reimburse- 
ment here  provided.  For  the  rest,  whatever  advantage  may  accrue  to  the  said 
Khan  during  the  elapse  of  the  present  5  years'  lease  from  bringing  the  said 
waste  land  into  cultivation,  is  to  be  allowed  to  the  said  Khan  in  consideration  of 
his  trouble  in  the  measures  to  be  by  him  pursued  for  that  purpose,  nor  has  the 
Sircar  or  Government  any  connection  therewith. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  said  Khan  do  deliver  annual  statements  of  his 

progress  in  this  cultivation,  together  with   what  he  shall  have  laid  out  thereon, 

into  the  Dufter  or  registry  of  Government,  that  it  may  thence  appear  how  many 

thousand  Beegahs  he  lias  annually  brought  iuto  cultivation  in    such    manner,   as 

that  by  the  end  of  the  fifth  year,  not  a   Beegah  or  Cottali  of  all  the  said  tract 

remain  uncultivated. 

Dated  lUh  May  1789. 

Upon  the  above  stipulated  conditional  repayment  which  cannot  exceed 
10,000  Rupees,  the  Resident    remarks   that  the  12,996 
n;.torfremik  thLl^^  B^^g^^^  proposed   and   contracted  to  be  put  in  a  state 

of  cultivation  by  the  end  of  the  fifth  year,  must,  dur- 
ing the  very  first  year  of  Government's  possible  resumption  of  the  lease  from 
Mehendy  Ali  Khan,  yield  more  than  the  10,000  Rupees,  that  must  then  be  re- 
fltpded  to  him,  and  to  have  such  a  tract  of  waste  land  cultivated  at  the  expense 
of  less  than  one  year  of  its  income,  cannot,  the  Resident  supposes,  be  deemed 
purchasing  such  an  advantage  at  too  high  a  rate. 
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Mehendy  Ali  Kban  requestiiifr  that  his  5  years'  lease  of  Gliazeepore  may 

be  made  out  in  the  natne  of  hid  youii}'  son  Mitza  Mo- 
Farm  of   Sliadeeabad   to  ■      in 
etand  in  the  name  of  Mehea-     named  Hossani   Khan,  he  (Mehendy)  only  being  osten- 

dy  All  Khau.  gjj^jy  ^^^^Q^y  tliough  in   every  respect  to  continue  as  be- 

fore in  the  real   management  as  well  as  responsibility  ;  this  request  is  agreed    to 
(and  a  letter  is  written  to  the  Raja  to  request  he  will  sign  a  new  Pottah  with  this 
Raja  informed.  alteration. 


The  rainy  season  having  set  in  on  the  night  between  the  1 1th  and  12th 

Instant,   an  order  is  now  issued  to  the  several  custom 
13th  June.     Rains  set  in ;  ,      .  ».,,,, 

order  to  encourage  the  im-    masters  to  encouiage  the  importation  of  bullocks  for 

portation  of  bullocks.  agriculture  by  publishing  to  those  who  make  a  trade 

of  this  article  that  they  will  be  liable  (as  before  ordered)  to  no  duty  on  the  im- 
portation. 


The  following'  regulations  are  prepared  to  be  issued  for  promoting  the  cul- 

14th  June.  Revenue  Ueyu-     tivation  for  the  ensuing   Fuslee  year  1197,  and  addres- 
lations  for  the  Fuslee  year  ,  ^     ^.      n  j    »      -i 

il97  Fuslee.  ^^^  ^°  ^'^^  Canoougoes  and  A  mils. 

\st.  This  being  the  month  of  Assar  and  the  season  for  the  ploughing  and 
cultivation  of  the  Fuslee  year  1197,  the  Ryots,  cultivators,  Zemindars,  and  far- 
mers are  in  the  greatest  confidence  and  security,  and  knowing  the  Hookum- 
nama  or  regulation  of  the  25th  of  June,  as  issued  for  the  cultivation  of  the  last 
year  1196,  to  be  enforced  and  confirmed,  effectually  carry  on  the  cultivation  and 
improvenient. 

27id.  To  promote  this  object  it  is  now  signified  to  all  the  Zemindars,  that 
from  the  present  month  of  Assar  to  the  end  of  Sawun  they  are  to  attend  upon 
the  Amiis,  and,  in  view  to  the  cultivation  of  their  respective  Zemindarees,  to 
enter  into  and  deliver  to  the  Amils,  Cabooleeuts  or  engagements  according  to 
the  estimates  of  the  Canoougoes,  for  the  same  period  as  remains  to  elapse  of  the 
Amil's  Sudder  settlement  with  Government,  and,  giving  respectable  security 
and  entering  into  the  possession  of  their  Zemindarees,  they  are,  for  the  sake  of 
their  own  advantage,  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  for  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  the  country  in  such  manner  as  that  the  marks  of  cultivation  may 
be  more  than  formerly  and  that  no  vestiges  of  waste  lauds  may  remain. 

Zrd.  Whatever  Zemindars  shall  within  the  time  aforesaid  not  attend 
upon  the  Amils  and  conclude  his  settlement  in  the  aforementioned  manner, 
it  is  certain  that  the  latter  will,  in  view  to  the  promotion  of  the  cultivation 
and  the  completion  of  the  revenue  of  Government,  give  such  Zemindar's  village 
to  a  farmer  for  the  term  of  his  lease,  and  such  Zemindar,  if  he  complain  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  either  to  the  Huzoor  (Raja  or  Resident)  or  to  the  Courts  of 
Adawlut,  his  claim  shall   not  be   admitted  of  during  the   period    that   the  said 
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village  shall  have  been  leased  out  hy  the  Amil  as  aforesaid.  Knowing  all  the 
aWove  articles  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  fixed  order,  let  the  same  be  observed  accor- 
dingly. 

ith.  With  respect  to  the  Amils  and  Canoongoes,  they  are  first  to  call 
upon  the  village  Zemindars  and  desire  them  to  enter  into  engagements  for  their 
respective  villages  and  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  offer,  or  tender  to  them  in 
such  maimer  as  that  the  same  may  prove  to  them  acceptable,  and  the  Canoon<roe8 
are  to  fix  the  amount  of  their  Cabooleeuta  with  such  a  view  to  equity  and  the  natu- 
ral ability  of  their  villages  as  to  enable  such  village  Zemindars  to  pay  their 
revenue  for  the  whole  year,  and  they  are  to  enter  into  their  Cabooleeuts  accor- 
dingly ;  and  wherever  the  Zemindars  shall  enter  into  engagements  for  their  vil- 
lages upon  the  footing  of  this  order,  such  villages  are  not  to  be  given  in  farm, 
but  where  the  Zemindar  shall  refuse  to  enter  into  engagements  for  his  village, 
or  not  abide  by  the  Canoongoe's  estimate,  or  be  unable  to  give  a  respectable  se- 
curity, in  such  cases,  the  Amil  is,  in  conjunction  with  the  Canoongoes  and  the 
principal  people  of  the  village,  to  commit  the  same  in  farm  to  an  improving  and 
substantial  farmer  for  the  term  of  his  own  lease. 

5th.  The  Pottah  given  by  the  Amil  to  the  Zemindars  and  farmers  shall 
remain  in  force  till  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  it. 

6th.  Where  there  are  such  sub-divisions  in  a  village  or  Zemindaree  where 
the  partners  have  always  separately  held  possession,  it  is  necessary  they,  in  like 
manner  as  is  above  directed  for  the  Zemindars  of  whole  villages,  attend  on  the 
Anjil  with  a  respectable  security,  and  having  entered  into  his  or  their  Cabooleeuts 
remain  in  the  management  of  his  or  their  Puttee  or  share,  but  after  the  same  is 
given  to  a  Zemindar  or  farmer,  the  Putteedar  or  owner  of  a  subdivision  shall  not 
get  possession  until  the  lease  expires, 

7th.  There  being  sundry  Ayma  villages,  which,  before  the  accession  of 
the  Honorable  English  Company  to  the  Government  of  this  country,  have  du- 
ring the  preceeding  administration  of  the  Nabob  Vizier  been  sequestered,  several 
of  the  proprietors  of  which,  having  got  assignments  in  lieu  thereof,  one  half  of  those 
assignments  were  also  resumed  or  withdrawn  during  the  continuance  of  the 
same  native  Government,  it  is  therefore  signified  that  if  any  of  those  Aymadars, 
relying  on  their  former  grants,  should  bring  forward  claims  to  be  restored  to 
to  their  lands,  the  same  will  not  be  attended  to. 

Sth.  For  the  rest  it  is  essentially  incumbent,  and  necessary  on  the  Amils, 
Cainoongoes  and  those  who  pay  the  revenue  to  adhere  to  the  three  following  rules, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  cultivation  for  the  Fuslee  year  1 197. 

First,  Let  the  Pottahs  which  the  Amils  are  to  give  to  the  Zemindars 
Putteedars  and  farmers,  express,  as  well  as  the  Cabooleeuts  to  be  taken  from  the 
latter,  in  a  proper,  clear  and  distinct  manner,  the  whole  and  entire  sum  payable 
by  each  Pottah-holder  on  every  account  in  one   sum  for  the    whole  year,   since 
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exclp.sive  of  such  sura  to  be  specified  in  the  Pottah  and  dibooleeut,  neither  shall 
he  Ainil  have  power,  nor  can  the  Huzoor  ever  approve  of  any  the  lej«ht 
amount  over  and  above  such  specified  sum  being  taken  from  the  Pottahdar  either 
as  Abwab,  Khercha  or  Sayer  for  trees  <fec.,  so  that  whatever  the  Zeniindara,  Put- 
teedars  and  farmers  have  to  pay  must  stand  specified  in  the  Cabooleeut.  Second- 
ly, the  said  Zemindars,  Putteedars  and  farmers  are  to  issue  Pottahs  for  the  term 
of  their  own  leases  obtained  from  the  Amils  to  their  Ryots  according  to  the 
draft  of  the  Pottah  contained  in  the  regulations  of  the  25th  of  June  17S8, 
wherein  is  to  be  specified  the  rates  and  Zabetanah  for  every  kind  of  cultivation 
(the  same  not  exceeding  those  of  the  Fuslee  year  1187)  carried  on  by  each  Kyot 
who  holds  a  separate  culture  ;  the  said  Pottah  specifying  the  measuring  rod  to  be 
of  3  Derah  Illahee  and  the  Beegah  being  of  20  full  Cottahs  without  any  deduc- 
tion for  Mowrahs  or  otherwise.  _  Thirdly.  It  is  incumbent  upon  and  the  duty  of 
the  Canoongoes  to  cause  the  2  kinds  of  Pottahs  aforesaid  to  be  issued,  Ist,  from 
the  Amils  to  the  Zemindars,  Putteedars  or  Ryot,  and  2ndly,  from  the  Zemindars 
to  the  Ryot  di\ring  this  season  of  cultvation,  and  they  are  to  look  upon  themselves 
as  answerable  for  any  neglect  or  failure  on  this  head,  and  they  are  to  distribute  to 
the  Zemindars,  Putteedars  and  farmers  copies  of  the  draft  or  form  of  the  Huzoor 
Pottah  as  contained  in  the  regulations  of  the  25th  of  June  178?  to  be  issued  to 
their  Ryots,  and  by  the  15th  of  Bhadon  1196  Fuslee,  they  (the  said  Canoongoes) 
are  to  transmit  to  the  Resident's  office  accounts  of  the  settlement  of  each  Per- 
gunnah  and  of  the  amount  of  the  Mofiissil  revenue,  as  fixed  according  tt>  tlie  said 
Pottahs,  that  it  may  thence  appear  which  of  the  Amils  and  Canoongoes  have  in 
the  Pergunnah  respectively  attended  to  and  obeyed  the  orders  of  Government. 

On  the  above  regulations  the  Resident  has  to  observe  that  they  have 
necessarily  been  prepared  and  issued  without  previous  consultation  with  the  Raja, 
whose  health  has  been  for  some  time  past  in  so  bad  a  state  as  not  only  to  con- 
fine him  to  his  house  and  room,  but  to  render  him  incapable  of  personal  attention 
to  business,  and,  as  the  rains  have  already  set  in,  it  became  absolutely  essential 
for  the  Resident  to  issue  orders  for  promoting  th*e  next  year's  cultivation  with- 
out delay,  or  that  season  would  be  lost  on  which  depends  the  ensuing  year's 
revenue. 

As  to  the  regulations  themselves  they  may  justly  be  considered  as  a  con- 
sistent sequel  to  those  of  the  25th  of  June  of  the  by  past  year  and  are  of  course 
what  appeared  to  the  Resident  the  best  adopted  for  promoting  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  and  they  are  also,  he  believes,  strictly  confonnable  in  their 
spirit  and  tendency  to  those  which  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  have 
transmitted  for  eff'ecting  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  three  provinces  of  Bengal, 
Pe'iar  and  Oriasa ;  and  although  these  orders  have  not  been  extended  to  the 
Zemindaree  of  Benares,  yet  to  adopt  the  spirit  of  them  or,  in  other  words,  to  pur- 
sue the  most  likely  means  to  secure  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the  Zemindaree 
of  Benares  cannot  (the  Resident  supposes)  but  prove  agreeable  to  the  Government. 
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Yet  that  the  Raja  would  from  hia  heart  approve  of  any  thing  like  a  per- 
manency to  the  Zemindars  of  the  villages  under  him,  is,  in  the  Resident's  opinion, 
a  thing  not  to  be  expected.  It  has  been  the  mistaken  and  narrow  policy  of  him- 
self and  his  predecessors,  from  the  time  of  Bulwunt  Sing  to  the  present,  to 
depress  them  and  to  render  their  rights  of  little  or  no  avail.  Still  however,  from 
the  natural  necessity  of  the  case,  they  are  permitted  to  rent  most  of  the  villages, 
not  indeed  on  any  permanent  footing  but  as  annual  farmers,  subordinate  to  other 
under-farmers,  who  are  again  dependant  on  the  Amil  of  the  Pergunnah,who  pays 
to  the  Raja's  Treasury.  In  this  state  of  fluctuation  and  depression,  they  are  for 
the  most  part  reduced  to  a  very  low  and  indigent  state  from  which  it  is  one  of 
the  objects  of  the  present  regulations  gradually  to  restore  them,  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  become,  in  due  time,  the  universal  and  permanent  renters  of  their  villages 
either  under  an  Amil  or  otherwise,  by  paying  immediately  to  the  Raja,  should  the 
general  abolition  of  Amilship  be  hereafter  ever  resolved  on,  a  paeasure  which  might 
tend  greatly  to  the  public  advantage. 

For  the  rest,  it  is  not  meant,  nor  do  the  present  regulations  at  all  extend 
to  restore  any  Zemindars  of  Pergunnahs  or  other  large  portions  of  land,  but  merely 
to  afford  some  permanency  to  those  of  the  villagers  who  are  actually  in  possession, 
but  have  long  been  treated  on  the  footing  of  mere  annual  farmers. 

The  Resident  now  sends  a  copy  of  the  regulations  of  the  14th  Instant,  for 

^   .  the  ensung  cultivation  to  the  four  Adawluts  of  Benares, 

26th    June.   Further    or  °  ' 

explantory  order  to  enforce    Jounpore,  Ghazeepore  and  Mirzapore,  to  remain  in  each 

i^tlnt?^*"''"' °^  *''^  ^^^^  °^  those  Courts  for  public  information,  and  as  the 
Amil  of  Jounpore,  has  this  day  written  that  some  few 
of  the  Zemindars  of  Anglee  have  lately  come  into  Benares,  which  obstructs  the 
present  cultivation  in  their  villages,  the  several  Magistrates  above  named  are 
now  instructed  to  publish  and  proclaim  throughout  their  limits,  that  notwith- 
standing this  favorable  intention  and  order  for  the  benefit  of  the  village  Zemin- 
dars, yet  with  regard  to  those  who  shall  absent  themselves  frooj  their  villages 
during  the  preseut  season  of  cultivation  and  not  exert  themselves  in  carrying  ou 
the  cultivation  thereof,  these  latter  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  attention,  but 
that  on  the  contrary  the  Amils  will  Itt  out  such  villages  to  farmers  on  leases  for 
the  same  period  as  their  own  Sadder  leases  ;  till  the  expiration  of  all  which,  res- 
pectively, those  Zemindars  can  have  no  claim  to  restoration. 


28th  June, •from  the  Gov-  Read   the  following  letter   from   the   Governor 

emor  General   in    Coxnc il  •,  .     n  -i         j        ^ 

upon  the  collections  of  1195     General  in  Council  under  date  the  17tn  Instant, 
and  settlement  of  1196   and 
future  measures  to  Oe  taken 
for  the  country. 

The  Resident  observes  that  he  will  proceed  without  delay  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect, the  several  instructions  and  orders  communicated 

Resident's  remarks  there-     jn  the  above  letter  beginning  with  such  as  required  to 
on.  ,  J 

be  soonest  issued. 
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lu  this  view  and  towards  carrying  into  effect  as  far  as  posfiihlc  at  present 

the  wishes  of  Government  in  respect  to  the  ensninjj  set- 

the  euauing  settlement.  tletuent  of  1197  Fuslee,  the  following  farther  instrnc- 

tiona  are  now  prepared  to  be  issued  to  the  Ainils  and 

Cauoongoes  as  a  sequel  to  those  of  the  1 4th  and  25th  instant. 

Further  instructions  for  Circular  Order  to  all  the  Amils  and  Cannoon- 

that  purpose  to  the  Cauoon- 
goes and  Amils.  goes. 

As  in  the  Hookumnama  of  the  14th  instant,  you  are  authorized  and  direc- 
ted to  make  the  settlement  for  the  ensuing  term  of  each  Amil's  lease  with  the 
village  Zamindars  and  Putteedars,  where  there  are  such,  and  with  re8j)ectal)le  and 
improving  fanners,  where  there  are  no  hereditary  claimants,  you  are  now  again 
required  to  proceed,  as  then  directed,  in  concert  with  the  Canoongoes  and  with 
due  references  to  the  ability  of  the  lands  and  so  as  to  enable  the  said  village 
Zemindars,  Putteedars  and  farmers  to  realize  the  revenue  from  the  Ryots,  without 
any  where  exceeding  the  rates  of  11)^7  Fuslee  as  already  fixed  by  the  Hookum- 
nama of  25th  of  June  1788 ;  and  as  in  the  said  order  of  the  14th  of  this  present 
month,  it  is  farther  specified  that  the  Cauoongoes  are,  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the 
mouth  of  Bhadon,  to  make  returns  of  the  settlement  thus  made,  it  is  hereby  signi- 
fied for  general  encouragement,  that  they  will  then  be  takeu  into  immediate  con- 
sideration by  the  Resident  and  approved  of  and  confirmed  as  far  as  the  same 
shall  appear  consistent  with  the  regulations  of  the  25th  of  June  of  the  last  and 
of  the  1 4th  of  June  of  the  present  year.  And  to  the  end  that  no  persons,  whether 
Zemindars,  Putteedars  or  farmers,  be  deterred  from  entering  immediately  into 
their  engagements  or  carrying  on  the  cultivation  by  any  apprehension  that  they 
may  be  losers  in  case  the  terms  of  any  thereof  should  not  be  approved  on  the  Ca- 
noongoe's  report  as  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  no  village  Zemindar,  Put- 
teedar  or  farmer,  who  shall  enter  immediately  into  their  engagements  with  the 
Amils  of  tlie  Pergunnahs  with  the  privity  of  the  Canoongoes  according  to  the  fair 
ability  of  the  country,  as  founded  on  the  rates  of  1187  Fuslee,  and  shall  exert 
themselves  in  carrying  on  the  cultivation,  shall  be  dispossessed,  and  that  those  few 
who  may  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons  be  deprived,  yet  shall  not  be  so  without 
having  all  that  he  or  they  may  have  laid  out  in  the  cultivation  repaid  to  them  by 
order  of  the  Resident;  and  considering  this  and  the  great  additional  security  which 
the  village  Zemindars,  Putteedars  and  farmers  will  derive  from  the  Resident's 
sanctioning  their  engagements  with  the  Amils  before  the  commencement  of  the 
ensuing  year's  collections,  the  Resident  is  persuaded  that  this  publication  of  his 
intentions  in  that  respect  will  prove  highly  agreeable  to  all  the  parties  interested 
and  prove  the  means  of  the  present  year's  cultivation  exceeding  that  of  all  former 
years,  and  the  Amils  and  Canoongoes  of  every  Pergunnah  are  to  know  that  their 
well  being  depends  entirely  on  the  coiiscieutious  discharge  of  the  trusts  thus  com- 
mitted to  them. 

30tl)  June.  Representation  Read  the  following  translation  of  a  petition  from 

from  Ram  Kishen    of    some    .  „.   ,  »      -i     «•  tt  o  i  u 

difficultics  in  respect  to  it.        Ram  Kishen  Amil  of  Kureeat  bekhur. 
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"  Ut.  Sheornjc  Misser  is  a  rrahmin  proprietor  of  the  village  Behlumpore 
vrliich  in  1195  Fusleo  had  ita  Jninma  at  370  Rupees  besides  Abwab,  and  in  1196 
Fuslee,  agreeable  to  the  statement  and  pleasure  of  the  Canoongoe,  the  Cabooleeut 
WAS  made  out  for  32"^,  but  now  84  Rs  is  in  balance  and  he  openly  opposes  the  pay- 
ing of  it,  and  by  the  Brahmin  tricks  makes  false  objections  and  will  not  give  the 
noney!  He  has  some  Dustucks  on  him,  but  I  have  not  made  them  strict  ones 
because  perhaps  he  may  wound  himself,  therefore  I  am  hopeful  that  a  strict  Dus- 
tuck  may  be  issued  from  the  Resident  that  he  may  pay  the  money.  In  case  of 
delay  there  will  be  much  balance  left  in  the  Pergunnah.  as  others  also  will  follow 
his  example,  as  in  that  Pergunnah  all  of  them  are  Brahmins  ;  and  also  I  am  hope- 
ful that  three  or  four  sepoys  from  the  Resident  may  be  stationed  that  no  doubt  of 
any  kind  may  remain  as  to  the  cultivation." 

"  2nd.  In  this  Pergunnah  six  Canoongoes  have  been  appointed  by  Govern- 
ment. They  are  all  enemies  with  each  other  in  every  settlement  or  business  ; 
they  each  pull  different  ways  and  injure  the  business  of  the  Sircar.  The  parti- 
culars of  this  I  cannot  represent  at  present.  I  do  not  act  contrary  to  the  orders 
of  the  Resident  in  a  hair,  neither  will  I,  as  must  be  known  to  you.  I  am  hope- 
ful that  such  enquries  may  be  made  by  the  Resident  that  of  these  no  one  may 
be  able  to  delay  business.  Many  times  publicly  have  they  sent  for  the  Assamees 
or  people  to  their  house  and  spoke  to  them  in  such  a  manner  as  must  evidently 
occasion  delay  and  loss  in  the  collections  and  cultivation.  Therefore  something 
is  necessary  to  be  done  on  this  head  ;  if  not,  I  shall  fall  into  discredit  and  the 
Sircar's  business  will  be  in  a  bad  way." 

''  3rrf.  At  this  time  an  order  is  received  from  the  Resident  to  the  Canoon- 
goes for  the  settlement  for  1197  Fuslee,  and  for  the  increase  of  the  cultivation 
and  population  of  the  Pergunnah  and  specifying  that  until  the  end  of  Sawun 
the  Zemindars,  Pottahdars,  whichever  they  be,  are  to  attend  the  Amil  and  enter 
into  their  Zemindaree.  My  Protector,  in  the  months  of  Magh  and  Fagoon  the 
eettlement  for  many  places  has  been  made  for  five  years,  and  I,  agi*eeably  to  my 
engagements  of  increase  yearly  with  the  Resident,  have  also  entered  into  agree- 
ments of  increase  with  them  and  they  are  cultivating.  If  any  Zemindars  which 
the  Canoongoes  may  send  for  from  various  places,  and  who  for  the  space  of  50  or 
60  years,  shall  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  their  Zemindarees,  shall  be  recom- 
jnended,  the  first  Cabooleeuts  and  Pottahs  for  6  years  which  have  been  granted 
in  many  places  will  not  remain,  and  it  will  be  the  cause  of  my  difficulties.  On 
this  business  whatever  orders  shall  be  issued,  I  will  comply  with." 

Ist.  On  consideration  of  the  above  representation.  1st.  A  Dustuck  is 
ordered  to  bring  in  Sheo  Rauje  Brahmin  as  requested. 

2nd.  The  Amil  is  informed  that  in  a  short  time  some  arrangement  will 
be  made  of  the  Canoongoe's  department. 

And  as  to  the  3rd  Article,  the  Resident,  learning  from  the  verbal  applica- 
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tion  of  some  of  the  Amils,  as  well  as  the  above  written  one,  that  gome  idea  has 
gone  abroad  that  the  old  villages  Zemindars,  who  were  dispossessed  many  years 
ago,  are  meant  to  be  restored  in  the  ensuing  settlement ;  a  circular  notification 
is  now  therefore  issued  to  all  the  Amils,  signifying  to  them  according  to  the 
regulation  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  of  the  11th  of  April  1788,  that 
110  Zemindar  who  was  dispossessed,  "antecedent  to  the  Ist  of  July  17?6,  the 
date  from  which  the  Company's  sovereignity  over  the  country  may  be  said  to 
have  been  estaljlislied,"  shall  be  restored  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  settle- 
ment, but  that  only  such  village  Zemindars  and  Putteedars  as  have  subsequently 
to  that  period  enjoyed  possession,  either  for  one  or  more  years,  shall  be  admitted 
to  settle  for  their  own  lands  during  the  present  cultivation  and  ensuing  settle- 
ment. 


4th  Jirly,  case  relative  to  Read  the  following  letter  from  the  Amil  of  Cbow- 

the  village  of  Buliuauthpore 

in     Chowrassy     aud    order     rassy  m  Kuntlt. 

thereon. 

"  As  Buryar,  Riijepoot,  inhabitant  of  the  village  of  Bishnauthpore,  has 
settled  and  joined  Guerow,  a  Brahmin,  to  be  ready  to  rip  up  his  own  belly, 
whenever  he  desires  it,  in  view  of  thereby  prosecuting  a  false  claim  he  (the 
Eajepoot)  sets  up  to  the  Zemindaree  of  Bishnauthpore,  which  in  truth  belongs 
to  Amaun  Dobeh,  the  Zemindar  of  Beershahpore,  whenever  a  peon  is  sent  to 
forbid  him,  then  the  said  Brahmin  prepares  to  rip  up  his  belly  or  to  swallow 
poison  or  to  dash  an  infant  on  the  stones,  and  thus  he  prevents  the  cultivation 
from  going  on ;  by  means  of  which  opposition  and  strife  the  village  in  question 
is  left  in  a  fallow  and  uncultivated  state." 

"  My  kind  Sir.  The  people  here  are  such  rascals  that  they  think  nothing 
of  belly  ripping  or  of  swallowing  poison,  or  of  dashing  infants  against  the  stones  ; 
I  hope  therefore  that  a  Ghuprassie  may  be  sent  to  seize  the  said  person  and 
i)rin<'  him  to  the  Cutcherry,  that  the  cultivation  may  be  duly  carried  on." 

"  I  send  under  the  Cazee's  seal  a  Meh?er,  or  memorial,  of  the  unjust  strife 
and  contention  thus  raised  from  which  the  whole  will  be  known  to  you.  I  pro- 
ceed from  village  to  village  aud  am  not  a  moment  neglectful  of  the  cultivation 
which  throughout  all  my  division  is  going  on  very  successfully,  with  the  excep- 
tion only  of  this  single  village.  Until  the  Chuprassie  arrives  that  wicked  per- 
son will  certainly  not  allow  the  cultivation  to  proceed ;  I  therefore  hope  that  a 
Chuprassie  may  speedily  be  appointed  so  as  to  admit  of  the  village  in  question 
being  effectually  cultivated." 

The  Mehzer  or  memorial,  enclosed  in  the  above,  tends  to  prove  that  the 
of  Bishnauthpore  in  question  is  the  Zemindaree  of  Amaun  Dobeh,  but  that  his 
ancestors  had  placed  it  in  mortgage  with  Kishen  Deo  Tiwary,  Zemindar  of  Bin- 
dowly,  who,  after  holding  it  during  some  time,   relinquished  it  on  account  of  the 
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heavy  Jutnma  assessed  on  it,  upon  which  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  Government, 
whose  oflBoers  collected  the  revenue  themselves  or  sometimes  through  a  farmer; 
and  that  as  it  is  the  rule  of  every  Pergunnah,  in  cases  where  the  mortgagees  of 
villages  give  up  the  same  on  account  of  the  weight  of  the  revenue,  that  they  can- 
not re-enter  into  the  same,  but  that  the  Zemindar,  possessing  himself  thereof, 
takes  the  revenue  on  hinjself  and  pays  it  to  Government,  so  that  for  some  years 
past,  Buryar,  a  Rijepoot,  farmed  this  village,  and  that  this  year  A  maun  Dobeh 
has  taken  it  from  Government,  as  being  his  Zemiudaree  and  has  paid  its  revenue, 
and  that  Caloo  Tiwary,  one  of  the  children  or  descendants  of  Kishen  Deo  afore- 
said, has  received  more  or  less  the  amount  of  the  mortgage  bond  from  him 
(Amaun)  and  deposited  the  bond  with  him,  but  that  now  Guerow,  the  younger 
brother  of  Caloo  being  instigated  by  Buryar  aforesaid,  contends  and  means  to 
occasion  strife  with  him  (Amaun)  and  will  not  admit  of  the  cultivations  being 
carried  on  : — The  Resident  orders  that  Roop  Sing  carry  on  the  cultivation  of  the 
village  in  question  himself,  neither  allowing  it  to  be  for  the  present  possessed  by 
either  of  the  contending  parties,  until,  by  coming  to  Benares  and  preferring  their 
respective  claims,  a  positive  decision  can  be  passed  on  them. 


Read  a  letter  from  Omer  Sing,  Ameen  at  Khereed,    setting  forth  in  sub- 
stance that  the  cultivation  is  going   on,  but  that   the 
Ame'rr^the'ef  about     ^Jots  are  desirous  of  obtaining  Pottahs  from  him  and 
granting  Pottahs  and  Tucca-     some  assistance  in  Tuccavee  and  that  in  the  Tuppehs  o^ 
vee  and  noticing  the  reasons      _,,  .  ,  . ,  ,  »  ,  ,  r.»    t 

for  a  new  aettlement  to  be     Bhansdee  and  Munear  the  revenue  rates  of  1 1 87    hap- 

made  of  tbiB  Pergunnah.  pened  to  be  SO   much   heavier   aud   desproportional  to 

those  of  the  rest  of  the  Pergunnah  that  the  cultivators  in  those  two  particular  places 
are  very  desirous  of  being,  in  their  Pottahs  of  this  year,  placed  on  a  footing  in 
respect  to  their  rates  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  Tuppehs  or  sub-divisionS 
of  the  same  Pei-gunnah  : — 

An  answer  is  written  authorizing  the  Ameen  to  reduce  the  revenue  rates 
in  the  two  Tuppehs  in  question  in  the  Pottahs  (which  he  is  also  directed  to  issue 
for  the  ensuing  year  1197  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the  1  -Ith  ultimo)  to  the 
same  standard  as  for  the  rest  of  the  Pergunnah  and  to  exert  himself  to  the  utmost 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  Pergunnah  which  is  committed  entirely  to  his  charge, 
as  from  the  troubles  .  th.it  have  unfortunately  existed  in  Khereed  through  this 
year,  which  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  too  large  farming  concern  of  the  A  mil 
Deljeet  Sing,  (the  father  of  Kishen  Narain),  and  to  his  attention  being  thence 
distracted  so  as  to  disable  him  from  yielding  the  requisite  attention  to  his  pre- 
sent two  distant  districts  of  Mureahoo  and  Khereed,  it  is  meant  to  continue  with 
him  only  the  former  for  the  residue  of  the  5  years'  lease,  and  consequently  other 
measures  will  be  taken  for  a  new  settlement  of  Khereed,  of  which  the  Ameen 
shall  be  hereafter  advised.  Meanwhile  he  is  to  consider  his  own  authority  as 
th«  sole  eflfective  one  in  the  said  Pergunnah  from  the  date  of  his  receipt  of  this 
order,  without  however  preventing,  but  on  the  contrary  of  assisting,  the  farmer 
to  collect  whatever  may  still  remain  of  the  unrealized  part  of  his  Jumma. 
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And  as  to  Tuccavee,  Omer  Sing  is  further  informed  that  he  shall  be  sapplied 
on  his  reporting  what  sum  will  be  wanted  effectually  to  carry  on  the  cultivation. 


It  is  here  recorded  that  the  best   accounts  have   been  hitherto  received 

from  the  various  Pergunnahs  of  the  opportune   fall  of 

Successful  progress  of  the    rain  and  of  the  successful  progress  of  the  cultivation 
cultivation   and    opportune-      _  ^ 

ness  of  the  rains  with  causes     in  all  parts  with  the  exception  of  Budohee,  the  Raja's 

Ippo^nted''  ^"'''°'  ^^^^    Jagheer,  where  it  is  said  there  has  been  yet  little  or  no 

rain,  neither  are  the  Ryots   there   so  well   treated    by 

the  Raja's  oflBcers  as  to  excite  them  much  to  cultivation. 

The  rains  were  at  first  a  little  backward  in  the  districts  farmed  by  the 
Amils  for  Jounpore  and  Ghazeepore,  but  from  each  of  those  pcreons  the  Resident 
has  within  these  2  or  3  days  received  the  most  flattering  accounts,  that  the  rain 
has  proved  propitious  and  that  the  cultivation  is  going  successfully  on. 

#or  the  rest  the  Resident  has  not  thought  fit  to  appoint  Ameens  as  last 
year  into  every  Pergunnah  to  encourage  the  cultivation,  as  in  the  Mehals  which 
are  leased  for  5  years  it  is  certaiuly  not  only  unnecessary,  but  might  perplex  and 
retard  the  efforts  which  the  said  5  years'  Amils  will,  impelled  by  their  own  in- 
terest, sufficiently  exert  for  the  promotion  of  the  cultivation,  as  already  satis- 
factorily enough  appears  from  the  progress  they  are  making.  Nor  do  all  the  Per- 
gunnahs leased  for  only  one  year  require  Ameens  at  the  present  season,  because 
many  of  them  are  held  by  substantial  Amils,  who,  knowing  they  run  no  risk  of 
being  changed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  will,  from  similar  motives  with  the  five 
years'  farmers,  eucc>urage  and  promote  the  cultivation  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power. 

To  some  districts  the  Resident  has  however  appointed  Ameens  or  autho- 
rised his  agents  there  before  employed  to  act  in  that  capacity  for  causing  the 
ensuing  year's  Pottahs  to  be  granted  and  promoting  the  cultivation.  The  names 
of  these  Pergunnahs  and  Ameens  are  as  follows.  : — 

1st.     Pergunnah  of  Khereed  :    Omer  Sing,  for  the  reasons  above  recorded, 

2nd.     Pergunnah  of  Kunindah  :  Ram  Sing,  because  there  will 

be  a  new  settlement  in  it  from  1197. 

Zrd.     Pergunnah  of  Mujewah  :  Bulwunt  Sing,  becatwe  the  Zemin- 

dar and  renter  Phelwan  Sing  fell  in 
arrears  and  there  was  some  suspicion 
that  he  would  be  unable  to  make 
good  his  engagements  which  have 
this  year  proved  larger  in  proportion 
•  than  his  Mofussil  settlement,  but 

r  "  ■  %         ,'      ■  ■;_  these  difficulties  are  now  all  happily 

.    ,  obviated  or  ia  a  fair  way  of  being 
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SO  tl»rough  the  Arneen's  flssit-tance 
and  otlier  fair  and  available  helps 
lately  procured  through  liaboo  Ousan 
SiDg,  this  Zemiudar's  patron. 

ith.     Pergunnah  of  Dhoos  :  Takoory  Bukshoo  Sing,  because  fis 

the  renter  will  lose  this  vear  by  tl>e 
performance  of  his  engagements  he 
will  not  of  course  renew  thera  oa 
similar  terms. 

5th.     Talooka  of  Kumadaury  :  Muneear  Sing,  for  nearly  similar 

reasons  with  the  last. 

6lh.     Pergunnah    of    Agoree     and  Takooray   Durbur  Sing.     He  has 

Burhur :  been   there  all   the   year,    because 

without  such  a  superintendence,  the 
Resident  was  afraid  to  trust  entirely 
to  llaja  Adil  Shah's  exertions. 

The  Resident  means  this  year  to  make  some  small  advances  of  Tuccavee 
in  the  Mehals  which  are  not  rented  for  a  term  of  years,  not  doubting  but  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  will  approve  thereof,  as  in  fact,  it  is  no  loss  to  Go- 
vernment and  a  very  great  advantage  to  this  country. 


Read  a  letter  from  Mehendy  Ali  Khan,  Amil  of  Shadeeabad  stating  a  diffi- 
culty he  is  under  relative  to  part  of  the   Mofussil   set- 
Kha^,  p'^roIJL'siu^tome^quts-     element  of  his  Pergunnah  for  the  ensuing  year   accor- 
tions  about  the  eusuing  set-     ding  to  the  regulations  of  the    Hth    of  June,  from  his 
tleiueut. 

having  in  the  end  of  1194  let  5  villages  to  the  amount 

of  3,500  Rupees  of  Jumma  on  a  4  years'  lease  to  farmers,  beginning  from  the 
year  1 1 95,  of  which  lease  2  years  are  expired  and  there  remain  yet  2  to  elapse. 
The  Amil  admits  that  these  4  years'  leases  were  made  contrary  to  the  regulations 
of  the  25th  of  June  1788,  having  been  indeed  previously  concluded,  but  that 
now,  since  the  publication  of  the  14th  of  June  1789  has  been  published,  the  Ze- 
mindars refuse  to  allow  the  farmers  possession,  saying  they  will  themselves,  on 
the  foundation  of  the  present  orders,  enter  into  engagements  and  give  security 
for  the  payment  of  their  own  revenue  and  will  also  readily  pay  whatever  claims 
the  farmer  may  have  on  them.  The  Amil  therefore  requests  orders  on  this 
subject,  being  himself,  he  says,  equally  perplexed  on  both  sides  how  to  deter- 


The  2nd  difficulty  is  that  in  1195,  he  has  -granted  farms  to  the  extent  of 
about  8,000  Rupees  to  some  farmers  on  a  five  years'  lease,  of  which  4  years  yet 
remain  unexpired,  and  these  Pottahs  or  leases  are,  he  says,  in  conformity  to  the 
regulations  of  the  25th  of  June  17S8.     But  now  the  Zemindars  of  these  places 
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are  desirous  and  ready  to  be  answerable  for  and  agree  for  their  own  revenue.    He 
therefore  here  also  desires  instructions. 

On  consideration  of  the  above  questions,  the  Resident  has  no  diflBculty  in 
ordering  the  first  mentioned  class   of  leases  to  be  re- 

danc"!''*"  '*°'  ^°''  ^"  ^^'    S"'"^'  ^"^  ^'^^  ^*"^»  »^"1^^   ^°^'  ^'th  the  Zemindai-8, 
because  the  Amil  had  no  authority  to  make  such,  as  his 
own  lease  was  at  that  time  confirmed  to  him  no  longer  thau  to  the  end  of   1194, 
from  the  expiration  of  which  these  4  year's  leases  were  to  commence. 

Ordered  therefore  that  these  leases  be  resumed  accordingly. 

But  with  respect  to  those  for  5  years,  or  of  the  2nd  class,  the  Resident 
has  much  more  difficulty,  for  although  the  regulations  of  the  25th  of  June  17S8 
do  not  expressly,  or  in  any  words  whatever,  authorise  the  Amils  to  make  Mo- 
fussil  leases  for  a  term  of  years  and  far  less  to  make  such  leases  with  farmers 
in  preference  to  the  Zemindars,  yet  the  five  years'  Government  lease,  afterwards 
granted  to  the  Amil  of  this  Pergunnah,  did  certainly  invest  him,  if  not  with  an 
express,  at  least  with  an  implied  authority,  to  conclude  his  Mofussil  settlement, 
if  he  liked,  to  the  same  period,  and  if  the  Zemindars,  refused  to  agree  to  the 
proportional  amount  of  the  general  assessment  which,  in  the  Canoongoe's  estimate, 
their  lands  ought  to  bear,  the  Government  farmer  was  then  by  the  known  and 
established  custom  of  the  country  at  liberty  to  let  the  said  lauds  to  farmera 

Before  therefore  the  Resident  decides  on  this  part  of  the  question,  Mehen- 
dy  Ali  Khan  is  ordered  to  state  why  the  said  lauds  were  let  to  farmera,  and, 
if  the  Zemindiirs  refused  to  rent  them,  to  state  the  circunistAnces  thereof  under 
the  signatiires  of  the  Canoongoes,  after  the  receipt  of  which  a  decided  answer 
shall  be  sent  to  him. 

Translation  of   the   state   of    the   Pergunnah   of 
cuWvitfon.^  ^°"''^''°  *"^     ^""i^^'  ^  represented  by  the  Amil,  P^m  Chand  Pun- 
dit,  with  the  Resident's  orders  thereon, 

A  mil's  representation.  Resident's  order. 


Ist.     Pergunnah  of  BuUiah  runs  in  length  1st.     No  order   is  necessary 

from  the  borders  of  Ghurrah   to  the  East  on     on  this  first  article, 
which  it  confines  with  the  Pergunnah  of  Baheea 
under  Shahabad.     It  is  bounded  ou  the  South 
by  the  Ganges  and   in  length  is  said  to  be    14  ^ 

Coss,  and  in  breadth  from  the  Ganges  to  the 
Pergunnah  of  Khereed,  on  the  North  in  some 
places  4  in  others  3  and  in  some  2  Coss.  In 
the  North  East  corner  is  the  Jagheer  of  Shercat 
Uila  Khan, 
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ind.  From  the  West  to  the  East  along 
the  river  side  to  the  distance  of  about  2  Coss  the 
cultivation  is  flourishing,  there  being  only  within 
the  extent  a  very  small  portion  of  waste  or 
fallow  land  in  the  villages,  but  on  the  North  side 
from  the  West  to  the  East,  there  is  much  fallow 
land,  which  is  occasioned  by  this,  that  there  are 
2  great  tanks  or  lakes,  the  management  of  the 
waters  of  which  having  been  neglected  by  the 
Amils  the  assistance  that  might  thence  be  deriv- 
ed to  the  cultivation  is  not  at  present  attaina- 
ble. 


2nd.  The  Amil  is  directed 
to  make  the  necessary  repairs  to 
the  two  tanks  in  question  so  as 
that  the  full  advantage  that  can 
thence  be  derived  to  the  culti- 
vation may  be  secured. 


3rd.  In  the  Tuppeh  of  Kurnaee  for  2  or  3 
Coss,  there  is  a  forest  of  large  Plass,  and  other 
trees,  and  long  grass  occasioned  by  the  said  land 
adjoining  three  frontiers,  namely  on  the  south- 
west that  of  Cheet  Buragong,  on  the  north-west 
that  of  Kopah  and  on  the  north  that  of  Khereed, 
and  as  the  Zemindars  of  all  these  places  are  tur- 
bulent and  have  always  carried  on  contention 
with  the  Zemindars  of  Bulliah,  therefore  Raja 
Bhowayel  Sing  committed  the  villages  of  the 
Tuppeh  of  Kurnaee  to  the  Zemindar  of  Khereed 
that  they  might  enjoy  the  produce  thereof  and 
be  always  ready  to  fight  with  the  Zemindars  of 
Kopah  and  of  Cheet  Buragong,  otherwise  called 
Cheet  Ferozepore.  By  this  disposition  the  land 
in  question  has  become  fallow  and  woody,  and  if 
any  Ryots  undertake  to  bring  any  part  thereof 
into  cultivation,  the  Zemindars  on  all  the  3  sides 
molest  and  obstruct  them,  and  although  the 
Zemindars  of  Khereed  do  cultivate  it  more  or 
less,  yet  they  do  not  carry  it  on  effectually,  but 
may  be  said  to  keep  the  Jungle  in  question  as  a 
place  of  asylum  where,  when  they  differ  with  the 
Amil  of  Khereed,  they  find  a  place  of  retreat. 
Having  myself  gone  there  and  enquired  into  the 
means  of  conducting  the  cultivation,  the  Ryots 
all  said  that  if  any  pemameut  Pottahs  were  given 
them  to  that  effect,  and  security  extended  to 
them  against  the  Zemindars  of  all  the  3  sides, 
they  would  in  3  years  root  up  all  the  Jungle  and 
cultivate  the  Itaid. 


Z7'd.  Pot  tahsare  to  be  grant- 
ed to  the  effect  recommended  ia 
this  Article. 


XX 
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\th.  The  Rvots  of  the  villages  situated 
along  the  lakes  aforesaid  represent  that  if  means 
are  taken  to  repair  the  Bunds  and  to  level  the 
heights  that  now  in  some  place  impede  the  course 
of  the  water  and  they  obtain  3  years'  permanent 
Pottahs  for  the  cultivation  of  the  fallow  land, 
they  will  in  3  years  bring  the  whole  into  cul- 
tivation, and  I  have  accordingly  agreed  to  the  3 
years'  Pottahs  which  they  want  for  the  fallow  or 
waste  land  as  follows,  at  3  annas  per  Beegah  of 
the  full  measurement  by  the  new  rod  in  the  1st 
year,  at  6  annas  per  Beegali  for  the  2nd  year,  at  9 
annas  per  Heegah  for  the  3rd  year,  and  out  of  this 
I  give  up  one  anna  to  the  village  collector  to  in- 
duce him  to  promote  the  business  aud  make  the 
collections.  And  for  the  repairs  of  the  Bund 
aud  tlie  levelling  of  the  ground,  so  as  to  allow  a 
free  passage  to  the  waters,  I  have  given  orders, 
and  the  work  is  going  on,  but  this  much  is  neces- 
sary with  regard  to  the  cultivation  of  Kurnaee 
that  a  Havildar  and  20  Sepoys  should  be  there 
permanently  stationed  to  prevent  the  neighbour- 
ing Zemindars  from  molesting  the  Ryots. 


ith.  These  rates  are  appro- 
ved for  the  Ryots  but  the  ulti- 
mate settlement  is  to  be  made 
with  the  Zemindars  of  those 
places  according  to  the  orders  of 
this  year. 


A  Havildar  and  20   Sepoys 
will  be  stationed  as  requested. 


bih.     As  to  the  ground  situated  along  the  5</t.    This  idea  approved,  but 

Ganges  and  in   a  state  of  cultivation,   Pottjihs    the  settlement  to  be  fixed  with 
shall  be  granted  to   the  Ryots  according   to  the     the  Zemindars  according   to  the 
regulations  with  consideration  to  the  quality  of    Hookunmama  of  this  year, 
the  soil  and  the  good  will  of  the  Ryots  whereby 
it  is  very  probable   that  whatever  little  fallow 
land  remains,  this  will  become  speedily  culti- 
vated and  that  not  a  Beegah  or  Cottah  will  re- 
main in  a  fallow  state. 


6/A.  In  the  Deara  land  or  that  which  is 
annually  flooded  by  the  Ganges  and  where  there 
is  also  a  Jungle  of  Dhore  (or  of  that  kind  of 
reed  of  which  the  native  pens  are  made),  I  dis- 
patched laborers  on  my  own  part  to  root  up  the 
Dhore  and  now  the  Ryots  of  every  village  situa- 
ted along  the  Ganges  are  desirous  of  obtaining 
Pottahs  and  being  thereon  permitted  to  bring 
the  whole  into  cultivation. 


6^.  As  there  are  said  to 
be  no  Zemindars  on  this  spot, 
the  cultivation  of  it  is  entirely 
entrusted  to  the  Amils.  If  there 
be  any  Zemindars,  the  A  mil  to 
be  attentive  to  their  rights  in 
conformity  to  the   regulations. 


lih.    The  following  is  a  description  of  tho  Ith.    The  order  of  the  30th 
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Zdniindars  of  Riilliah.  In  several  Talooks  such  as 
Sere«&c  where  before  the  jMiSsessioii  of  Raja  Bho- 
wayel  Sing's  aucestoi-s,  there  were  ancient  Zemin- 
dars, the  descendants  of  the  ancient  Zemindars 
are  still  in  being  and  after  llaja  IJhowayel  Sing's 
forefather  getting  possession  of  the  Perguuuah, 
they  divided  these  Talooks  among  their  own  bre- 
thren. Now  these  more  ancient  heirs  contend 
with  the  more  modern  for  their  Zemindarees, 
which  confusion  is  augmented  by  those  of  the 
family  of  Raja  Bhowayel  Sing  having  sold  se- 
veral of  the  said  Talooks,  such  as  Zeerabusty 
«fec.  to  the  Zemindars  of  Khereed  and  Shahabad, 
which  occasions  a  furtiier  dispute  between  these 
two  latter  classes  of  occupants.  In  several  villa- 
ges, such  as  Rhootee  <kc.  where  Raja  Bhowayel 
Sing's  ancestoi-s  had  appointed  some  persons  to 
the  management,  in  their  descendants  now  pre- 
tend to  be  Zemindai-s ;  and  there  are  also  several 
persons  to  whom  the  said  Raja's  ancestoi-s,  having 
for  a  consideration  in  money  made  separate  allot- 
ments of  land,  these  and  their  descendants,  hav- 
ing established  villages  on  the  ground  in  ques- 
tion, call  themselves  Zemindars  of  the  places. 
There  are  still  other  Talooks,  such  as  Huldee 
«fcc.,  which  the  aforesaid  Raja's  ancestors  used  to 
keep  in  their  own  possession  which  they  now 
pretend  to  be  their  own  private  or  personal  Ze- 
mindarees, but,  in  fact,  as  the  Raja  in  question 
has  got  an  allowance  from  Government  in  lieu 
of  his  rights,  what  other  claims  of  property  can 
he  have  ? 


June  178P,  which  fixes  the  rights 
of  Zemindars  to  tiiose  who  have 
been  one  or  more  years  in  pos- 
session since  17/5,  is  a  clear  line 
for  the  Amil's  guidance.  Neither 
lihowayel  Sing  nor  any  persons 
claiming  in  right  of  this  Rauje, 
who  have  not  been  in  posses- 
sion of  Zemindarees  since  1775 
have  any  territorial  right  what- 
ever remaining  nor  are  they  to  be 
allowed  to  exercise  any  such  by 
the  A  mil.  Should  any  person 
make  claims  to  Zemindarees 
which  the  Amil  cannot  on  the 
above  grounds  admit,  he  is  to 
advise  them  to  repair  to  the 
Moolky  Adawiut  to  prove  their 
claims. 


Sth.  As  to  the  state  of  these  ZemindarSj 
of  whatever  class  they  are  all  in  the  last  de- 
gree of  poverty  without  having  one  of  them  the 
least  substance  or  means  of  respectability.  All 
of  them  are  indebted  to  the  merchants  or  ban- 
kers to  such  a  degree  that  no  respectable  man 
of  those  orders  will  now  venture  to  become 
bound  for  them  and  therefore  they  are  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  people  to  be  their  securities, 
who  being  in  no  wise  responsible,  do  at  the 
end  of  the  year  fall,  of  course,  into  couBnement 


8th.  The  present  low  and 
depressed  state  of  the  village 
Zemindars  arises  no  doubt  from 
the  former  ill-usage  they  expe- 
rienced from  the  native  Gov- 
ernment, but  when  once  they 
are  inspired  with  a  confidence 
in  the  justice  of  the  present 
why  should  they  behave  amiss  ? 
As  to  the  Putteedarsor  partners 
in  villages  where  the  shares   are 
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along   with  their  principals,  so  that  the  one   is     clear  and  distinct,  the  Amil  is  to 
just  as  good  as  the  other.     In  one  Amil's  time     make   the  separate    settlement 
they   fail  and  embezzle  the  collections,  but  at    with    them,   or,    otherwise,    to 
length  this  is  forgotten,  and  when  a  new  Amil     settle  the  revenue  of  the   whole 
comes  they  get  recommended  by  the  Chow-     village  with  the  principal  among 
drees  and  Canoongoes  <fec.,  and  at  the. period  of    the  heirs,  leaving  those  who  dis- 
entering  into  the  Cabooleeuts,  they  appearagain    pute   with  him  or  their  subor- 
to  be  trustworthy,  but  as,  for  their  own  embez-     dinate  sharers  to  establish  their 
tlement  in  the  collections,  they  have  recourse     rights  in  the  Courts  of  Justice, 
to  the  Ryots  under  them,  these  latter,  unable  to 
support  their  exactions,  resort  to  other  villages 
where  they  carry  on  the  cultivation  in  the  mode 
of  Pay  Kasht,  whereby  the  rental  of  these  villa- 
ges doth  yearly  diminish,  but  this  year  that  the 
Ryots  have  obtained  their  full  share  of  the  pro- 
duce they  are  as  ready  as  can  be  wished  to  pro- 
secute the  cultivation.     Wherefore  I  have   en- 
joined and  required  of  each  of  them   that   they 
should   first  complete  the  cnltivation   in   their 
own  villages  and  thereafter  go  to  carry  on  pay- 
kasht  in  others,  which  they  have  all  agreed  to, 
on  condition  that  their  villages  remain  Kham,  or 
not   be   collected  under  a  Zemindar  or  farmer, 
which  1  agreed  to,  and  told  the  Zemindars  and 
managers  of  the  village  that,  in  this  next  year,  I 
would  take  Cabooleeuts  from  all  those  of  them 
whocouldgive  a  respectable  surety  and  obtain  the 
consent  or  good  will  of  the  Hyots,  or  that  other- 
wise I  would  keep  the  collections  Kham,  yet  that 
they  should  not  be  dispirited  but  remain  atten- 
tive to  the  protection  of  the  Ryots  and  that  they 
should  be  favored  (as  usual)  in  having  the  rates 
of  their  own  cultivation  (Khudkasht)  on  easier 
terms  than  the  common  ones,  by  which  they  are 
pleased  and  happy.  But  the  disputes  about  their 
Puttees  or  shares  are  so  intricate  and  invol- 
ved that  to  settle  them  all  according  to  strict 
justice  would  require  a  length  of  time,  some 
dating  their  claims  from  8,  others  from  9  des- 
cents, so  that  it  appears  best  to  me  that  all  the 
Putteedars  should,  in   proportionato  their  res- 
pective abilities,  carry  on  as  much  cultivation 
as  they  can  on  their  own  account,  obtaining  also 
some  favor  in  regard  to  the  rates  payable  by 
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them,  and  desisting  from  disputes  with  each 
other,  but  that  nevertheless  such  as  can  give 
a  respectable  security  and  a  Razeeuaraa  from  the 
Ryots,  shall  have  Cabonleeuts  taken  from  them, 
after  adjusting  the  claims  of  the  partners,  or, 
otherwise,  that  such  places  be  given  to  an  im- 
proving and  respectable  farmer. 


9th.  The  state  of  the  Ryots  is  as  follows  : 
More  than  half  of  the  whole  are  Brahmins  and 
there  are  also  some  of  the  caste  of  Atteets, 
Senassees  and  Badferoshes.  They  have  all 
one  way,  and  of  them  there  are  full  twenty 
thousand  who  bear  marks  on  their  bellies  and 
thighs  of  self-inflicted  wounds  with  knives,  and 
at  present  each  of  them  carries  about  his  person 
a  sharp  razor  and  for  the  most  trifling  disputes 
they  stab  and  wound  themselves,  and  on  the 
slightest  provocation  they  take  old  women  and 
throwing  them  into  huts  set  fire  thereto,  and 
assembling  in  multitudes  they  surround  and 
intimidate  the  Amil.  As  I  was  from  the  first 
determined  to  use  the  greatest  steadiness  and 
moderation  and  did  repeatedly  tell  them  that 
I  had  left  behind  me  all  my  passions  and  that 
they  might  therefore  do  as  they  liked,  by  these 
means  and  the  mercy  of  God,  there  hath  hither- 
to no  material  accident  happened,  that  is,  no 
person  hath  yet  wounded  himself  or  committed 
any  other  enormity  on  account  of  the  act  of  any 
officer,  but  among  each  other  they  fight  like 
madmen,  insomuch  that  for  a  very  inconsider- 
able dispute  indeed  two  or  three  of  them  will  get 
wounded,  and  some  mortally,  upon  which  the 
worsted  party  throw  their  killed  or  wounded 
on  a  bedstead  with  which  they  then  proceed 
to  the  head  Cutcherry  of  the  Pergunnah  and 
exclaim  aloud  for  justice.  If  they  be  then  ask- 
ed why  they  did  not  come  to  seek  justice  before 
they  fought  among  each  other,  they  only  an- 
swer by  saying  that  they  will  put  an  end  to 
their  lives  at  the  door  of  the  Cutcherry.  It 
would  require  a  long  dissertation  to  explain 
all  this   fully,  but  as   I   cannot   take  up  your 


9th.  The  Amil  is  in  all  res- 
pects to  behave  with  due  lenity 
to  the  Ryots,  but  on  their  pro- 
ceeding to  the  excess  mentioned 
in  this  article,  he  is  to  act  strictly 
in  conformity  to  the  Resident's 
orders  of  the  I7th  of  January 
and  the  7th  of  July  1789,  by  an 
adherence  to  which  these  prac- 
tices may  be  put  a  stop  to. 
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time  to  such  a  degree,  I  have  on  a  separate 
paper  noticed  2  or  3  instances  which  will  be 
pretty  explanatory  ;  and  notwithstanding  your 
publication  on  that  head  they  entertain  not  the 
smallest  apprehension  of  what  Government  can 
in  this  respect  do  to  them,  particularly  the  in- 
habitants of  some  villages,  such  as  Nugwah, 
where  about  2000  Brahmins  live  together  and 
are  all  in  good  and  easy  circumstances  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  carry  on  their  tillage  and  agri- 
culture to  advantage.  The  extent  of  land  in 
the  said  village  is  about  1 500  Beegahs,  and  as 
this  does  not  suffice  for  their  exertions,  they 
extend  their  cultivating  operations  throughout 
20  other  villages  as  Paykasht  Ryots,  but  in 
every  one  of  them  they  show  their  wanton 
licentiousness  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  the 
revenue,  keeping  themselves  always  ready  and 
prepared  with  a  razor.  I  have  heard  that  2  or 
3  of  them  sacrificed  themselves  before  Meer 
Sherf  Ally,  a  former  Amil's  Pallankeen,  on 
which  occasion  there  arose  such  a  tumult  that 
the  Meer  was  glad  to  seek  his  safety  in  a  per- 
cipitate  retreat,  shortly  after  which  however. 
Raja  Cheyt  Sing  despatched  among  them  a 
Mohamedan  Jamadar  who  punished  them  se- 
verely. Thus  they  have  occasionally  continued 
to  act  also  in  the  time  of  other  Amils.  In  1195 
Fuslee  they  engaged  to  pay  2,500  Rupees,  of 
which  they  only  paid  1,800  Rupees  and  embez- 
zled the  rest.  This  year,  or  1196,  the  Canoongoes 
stated  the  revenue  payable  from  this  Pergun- 
nah  at  3,000  Rupees,  but  as  at  the  time  of  their 
Cabooleeuts  they  carried  on  a  violent  and  very 
indecent  altercation  with  the  Canoongoes,  I  did, 
in  consideration  to  their  influence  and  licentious- 
ness agree  to  take  from  them  only  2,000  Rupees, 
of  which  however  400  Rupees  remain  still  in  bal- 
ance and  they  are  of  course  always  ready  to 
have  recourse  to  their  old  arts  to  prevent  coer- 
cion, however  justifiable.  In  this  manner  also 
the  Brahmins  of  the  villages  of  Agrowly  and 
Hurhurpore,  running  away  from  the  custody 
of  the  Peons  they  were  under,  have  sat  down  in 
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their  villages,  and,  although  two  Dustuks  were 
at  different  times  sent  to  bring  them  in,  tiiey 
refused  obedience.     I  then  sent  a  badge   ]>eon 
of  the  Resident's,  thinking  that  the  sight  of  the 
badge  would  have  an  effect  on  them,  but  to  this 
badge  peon  they  also  plainly  declared    "  we 
will  not  go,  but  give  up  our  lives,"  In  this  way 
there  are  wicked  people  in  2  or  3  other  villages. 
Being  helpless,  and  although  it  appeared  plain- 
ly enough  to  me  that   they  were  deserving  of 
chastisement,  yet  1  was  deterred  for  fear  lest  on 
my  using  force  one  or  two  of  them  might   stab 
themselves,    upon   which   their  fellows   would 
throw  them  on  a  Cot  and  carry   them  to  you. 
I  therefore  remained  silent  and  only  gave  out 
that  when  1  should  go  up  to  Benares   I  would 
set  forth  their  wickedness  and  get  effectual 
means  taken  to  bring  them  to  reason,  adding 
that   whoever  acted  thus  this  year,  I  would 
myself  submit  to  the  loss,  but  that  in  future  I 
would  not  allow  such  people  to  interfere  in  the 
cultivation,  and  now  that  this   last    mentioned 
season  is  arrived,  if  the  manager  on  my  part 
pretend  to  carry  the  threat  into  execution,  they 
pay  no  attention  to  it  but  carry  on  their  tillage 
in  the  night  and  say  "  if  you  oppose  us  we  will 
will  give  up  our  lives."     Thus   in  this  Pergun- 
nah  people  wounding  themselves  and  giving 
up  their  lives  is  a  wicked  device   of  their  own 
policy,  wherefore  if  you   think    proper  I  would 
recommend   that  a  publication   be  made,  that 
whoever   shall,    in  their   squabbles  with   each 
other,    fight   and   wound   themselves,    or  who 
shall  set   themselves  up   in   opposition   to  the 
Amil,  such  persons,  shall  be   seized  and  sent  in 
to  you,  and  on  their  coming,  or  being  thus  sent 
in,  if  you  will  detain  them   for  a   few   days  in 
confinement,  they  and   the  others  will  give  up 
this  mad  way  of  acting  and  it  is  certainly  highly 
criminal  in  them.  Thus,  notwithstanding  there 
being  a  Hakim  or  Amil  on  the  spot,  to  proceed 
to  fight  upon  the  most  trifling   pretences   with 
each  other,  tends,   as   I  need   not  add,  to  the 
oversetting  of  all  authority  m  the  Amil,  which 


This  is  already  sufficiently 
provided  for  in  the  publication 
of  the  17th  January,  but  cer- 
tainly let  such  parties  be  sent  in 
to  the  Resident  and  they  shall 
be  punished. 
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does  of  course  materially  impede  and  obstruct 
the  collections,  besides  which,  the  damage  done 
to  their  own  persons  and  loss  of  lives  are  cer- 
tainly to  be  regretted.  By  one  man  tims  guil- 
ty being  allowed  to  escape,  others  are  encourag- 
ed. 

10th.     As  you  have  issued  a  publication  lOth.    This  article  requires 

and  regulations  enjoining  the  revenue  to  be  no  particular  answer  further 
collected  according  to  the  rates  of  11S7,  (the  than  a  general  approbation  of 
Mai  and  Abwab  being  included  in  one  aggregate),  the  Amil's  conduct, 
and  that  Pottahs  are  on  this  footing  to  be 
issued,  and  as  in  BuUiah  before  the  issuing  of 
these  regulations,  Meer  Mutchen  had  granted 
Pottahs  to  many,  differing  widely  from  the 
tenor  required  by  those  regulations,  whilst 
many  were  left  altogether  without  Pottahs, 
when,  to  remedy  these  defects,  1  called  for  the 
papers  of  the  collections  of  1187,  the  Canoon- 
goes  answered  that  during  the  year  in  question 
they  were  not  thoroughly  in  possession  of  their 
offices  and  the  Pergunnah  was  Muskukhussy  or 
let  out  to  Zemindars  <&c.  on  gross  sums,  and 
that,  whatever  Cabooleeuts  or  engagements 
were  that  year  taken,  they  know  not  at  what 
rates  the  collections  from  the  Ryots  to  make 
good  such  engagements  were  made,  but  that 
they  would  do  their  best  to  ascertain  the  parti- 
culars. Accordingly  Muclavlkas  were  taken 
from  the  village  Putwaries  to  produce  the  real 
accounts,  but  in  fact  all  they  gave  in  were  found 
to  be  erroneous  and  fabricated,  and  when  this 
was  ascertained  by  proof  in  gome  places,  the 
Assamees,  or  parties  paying  the  revenue,  then 
wickedly  set  up  a  new  plea,  vk.  that  in  1187,  * 

they  had  been  oppressed,  and  that  they  would 
not  pay  according  to  the  year  in  question,  but 
have  recourse  to  the  old  scheme  of  giving  up 
their  lives.  They  also  fixed  among  ttieniselves 
to  declare  every  field  that  yielded  ample  produce 
to  be  liable  to  pay  according  to  the  Nukdee  or 
ready  money  mode,  and  those  fields  that  yielded 
proportionably  less  they  declared  to  be  subject 
to  the  Betay  mode   or  yielding  its  revenue  in 
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kind.  If  any  inquiry  was  attempted  into  these 
pretentions  they  become  loud  in  vociferation. 
Considering,  therefore,  that  it  was  not  good  to 
quarrel  with  them,  as  they  might  assemble  and 
go  to  you  in  a  body  to  complain,  I  determined 
at  all  events  to  settle  with  them  for  this  year. 

1 1  th.     The  state  of  the  diflFerence  between 
the  measuring  rods  of  1187  and  1196  is   this, 
that  although  the   rod  now   introduced  by  au- 
thority makes  5  or  6  Cottahs  per  Beegah  more 
in  favour  of  the  cultivator  than  that  of  1187, 
yet  in  view  to  the   contentment  of  the  Ryots 
I  only  fixed  it  at  2/^  Cottahs.     As  to  Kunkoot, 
or  estimation    of  the  natural   produce,   -ftrhere 
the   revenue  is  collected   in  the   Betay   mode 
where  the  estimator  made  out  for  instance,  20 
Maunds,  and  the  cultivator  objected  thereto  as 
not  allowing  that  there  was  so  much  ;    I  told 
him  to  take  his  share  of  20  Maunds,    which  he 
of  course  agreed  to,  and  gave  in  writing  that 

he  was  satisfied,  but  when  the  grain  in   ques-  l\th.     The  same  observation 

tion  came  to  be  weighed  and  there  turned  out  applies  to  this  article, 
for  instance  to  be  25  Maunds,  then  the  afore- 
said party,  confessing  himself  in  fault,  begged 
to  be  admitted  to  his  share  of  the  25  Maunds, 
which  at  length  he  was  allowed,  to  settle  the 
claim. 


In  the  Agoree  Betay,  (or  where  the  natural 
produce  is  actually  taken  and  divided  between 
the  Amil  and  cultivator),  in  several  places,  to 
settle  the  dispute,  a  certain  and  equal  number 
of  sheaves  being  placed  on  two  ranges  or  sides, 
two  notes  or  billets  were  then  written,  on  one  of 
which  the  Amil's  and  on  the  other  the  Ryot's 
name  was  written,  and  these  two  billets  being  given  Agoree  Betay. 
into  the  hands  of  a  child  of  five  years  old  that  he 
might  place  one  on  each  of  the  ranges,  so  that 
the  sheaves  whereon  the  Amil's  billet  was  laid, 
should  be  his,  and  that  on  which  the  Ryot's 
name  was  placed,  the  Ryots.  In  this  manner 
I  kept  the  Ryots  pleased,  knowing  such  to  be 
your  intentions. 


The  same  observation  appli- 
ed to  this  article. 

This  seems  a  very  good  way 
of   setting  the  division  in  the 
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I2th.     Notwithstnnding  all  I,  from  time 
to  time,  used  to  say  to  the  Ryots  of  their  preseut 
security  under  the  new   regulations,  yet  they 
did  not  rely  thereon,   but  answered  that  such 
was  the  common  language  of  Amils  during  the 
course  of  the  year  and  till  towards  the  end  of 
it,  when  they  changed  their  tone  and  conduct ; 
but  as  by  the  blessing  of  God  the  Ryots  have 
seen  my  engagements  with  them  perserved  evea 
to  the  end  of  this  year,  they  have  now  entire 
confidence  in  what  1  say  to  them  and  have  in 
consequence  from  even  the  beginning  of  Jeyt 
shewn  their  readiness  to  proceed  to  the  ensuing 
year's  cultivation  and  have  applied  for  Pottahs. 
In  answer  I  have  told  them  that  they  ^ust,  in 
order  to  bring  all  the  waste  land  into  cultivation 
include  in  their  Pottahs  for  the  cultivated  land 
a  proportion  of  the  fallow  also,  and  that  on  this 
footing  in  view  to  qualities  of  the  ground  and 
soil  and  in  conformity  to  the  regulations  of 
Government,   I  would  give  Pottahs,   but  that, 
neither  should  any  one  Beegah  of  ground  re- 
main  without  it's  Pottah  nor  any  Pottah  pass 
without  my   signattire,  that   in   future   there 
might beno  room  for  disputes;  and  that  exclusive 
of  the  sugar-cane  and  Koyror  cultivation,  which 
are  always  paid  for  according  to  the   Nukdee 
mode,  the  Hurjins  or  general  crop  of  grain  (fee. 
should  not  be  confounded,  or  the  fields  thereof 
mixed  and  blended  together,  so  as  partly  to  pay 
by  the  Betay  and  partly  by  the  Nukdee  system, 
so  as  to  occasion  disputes  on  that  head  at  the 
time  of  the  Kunkoot  or  estimate  of  the  produce, 
or  to   afford    them   an  opportunity   of  insist- 
ing on  all  the   productive  parts  being  Nukdee 
and  all  unproductive   Betay  that  therefore  the 
lands  of  each  village  should  from  the  beginning 
of  the  year  be  divided  in  separate   tracts  of 
Nukdee  and  Betay,  and  that  in  presence  of  my 
people  the  Ryots  should  be  obliged  to  bestow  as 
much  care  and  labor  on  the  Betay  allotment  as 
they  do  on  the  Nukdee,  and  that  they  must  give 
Machulkas  to  this  effect,  which  they  have  done, 
and  are  going  on  with  their  business  accordingly. 


I2th.  This  exactness  with 
regard  to  the  Pottahs  is  very  much 
approved  and  the  Amil's  counter- 
signing the  Zemindar's  Pottahs 
to  the  Ryots  will  be  very  proper, 
for  the  ensuing  year  at  least. 


This  is  also  approved  of. 


Do. 
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13<A.     Now  that  your  orders  of  the  Uth  ]3th.     Approved  and  the  re- 

of  June  I7S9  have  been  issued  relative  to  the  gulations  in  question   to  be  al- 

mode  of  giving  Pottahs  they  shall  be  issued  ac-  ways  his  guide, 
cordingly. 


lith.  As  the  accounts  of  the  collections 
of  the  villages  unfarmed  (Kham)  were  not  quite 
settled  on  account  of  the  differences  arising 
from  the  measuring  rods,  and  the  estimate  of  the 
cotton  crops  not  being  quite  ascertained,  1  gave 
up  the  crops  of  each  village  on  taking  good  se- 
curity; and  when,  the  difference  in  the  rods 
being  ascertained,  the  accounts  were  produced 
the  season  of  cultivation  arriving,  I  there- 
fore postponed  the  collection  of  the  balances  for 
a  time  that  the  Ryots  might  not  become  indis- 
posed and  be  disheartened  with  respect  to  til- 
lage, and  I  shall  therefore,  with  due  consideration, 
collect  the  balances  from  the  securities. 


lith.     This  proceeding  was 
highly  proper  and  is  approved  of. 


I5th.    The  state  of  the  Tuskhees  or  as- 
flessment  of  the  revenue  is  as  follows: — 


16/A.  When  I  first  left  Benares,  I  went 
to  Suktes  Ghur,  having  firet  sent  Hetcheram, 
my  Gomashtah  into  BuUiah  that  he  might 
take  from  the  Canoongoes  and  other  well  in- 
formed people  of  the  Pergunnah  the  Doul  or 
estimate  of  the  Jaydad  for  each  Talook  sepa- 
rately, in  order  that  on  my  own  arrival  there 
I  might  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  amount  to  be 
collected  and  set  the  business  agoing.  According- 
ly Ketcheram  on  reaching  the  Pergunnah  call- 
ed for  the  Doul  from  the  Canoongoes.  Dereao 
Narain,  Canoongoe,  said  that  he  and  his  col- 
league, the  other  Canoongoe,  would  not  deliver 
the  Doul  joiutly,  but  that  each  would  give  in 
their  own  statements  thereof.  Accordingly  Oudy 
Lai  did  firat  give  his  Doul,  after  which  the 
Chowdry  Rujeb  Ali  gave  his,  and  afterwards 
Sohen  Dass,  the  Gomashta  of  Atmaram  Dobeh 
was  told  that,  as  he  had  always  been  used  to 
assist  in  the  furtherance  of  the  business  of  the 
Amil,    he   should   also   give   in   a   statement. 
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That  person  said  he  would  indeed  give  a  state- 
ment, but  that  if  his  name  appeared  in  it,  De- 
reao  Narain  the  Canoongoe's  ill-will  to  him 
would  be  increased.  Thereon  Jfetcheram  pro- 
mised not  to  disclose  his  name  and  he  then 
gave  a  Doul.  On  my  own  aixival  in  the  Per- 
gunah  I  declared  that  nothing  could  be  done 
towards  the  collections  till  Dereao  Narain 
should  give  his  Doul,  and  at  my  instance  he 
was  at  length  prevailed  on  to  give  a  Doul. 
The  Doul  of  Ondy  Lai  was  Rupees  1,30,000. 
of  Gourshahy  currency.  That  of  Rujeb  Ali 
Rupees  1,47000;  that  of  Sohen  Dass,  Rupees 
1,43,000,  and  that  of  Dereao  Narain,  Ca- 
noongoe,  Rupees  1,35,000,  On  comparing  the 
four  Douls  together,  they  appeared  greatly  to 
vary  from  each  other  and  they  each  declared 
that  as  he  or  they  were  exclusively  to  be  em- 
powered, they  would  each,  respectively,  make 
up  and  realize  their  own  Douls,  on  condition, 
however,  that  no  other  person's  word  or  influ- 
ence should  operate.  Dereao  Narain  was  ask- 
ed by  me  whether  he  had  well  considered  and 
ascertained  the  materials  of  his  Doul.  He  an- 
swered, yes,  and  said  that  if  I  would  set  out  he 
would  prove  to  me  in  eight  day's  time  its  good 
foundation  by  occular  demonstration.  I  an- 
swered that  I  could  hardly  conceive  eight  days  a 
sufficient  time  to  ascertain  all  the  revenue  funds 
in  the  country,  and  the  season  having  then 
greatly  elapsed,  insomuch  that  the  month  of 
Fagoon  had  arrived,  I  told  him  to  proceed  with 
the  Mofussil  Tusbkees  or  settlement  upon  his 
Doul,  if  he  was  well  convinced  of  its  being 
STibstantial.  At  this  period  Raja  Bhowayel  Sing 
(the  former  Raja  of  the  country)  came  with 
Sunnehy  Ram,  Tewary,  a  Mahajun  or  Banker. 
I  observed  to  the  Raja  that  he,  having  long 
had  a  friendship  for  me,  should  join  and  assist 
us  in  the  formation  of  Tushkees,  or  Mofussil 
settlement,  that  no  evil  might  any  where  hap- 
pen. I  then  assembled  the  Malgoozars  and  be- 
gan the  Tushkees  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Chowdry,  Cauoongoe  and  Raja  aforesaid.    I  first 
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observed  that  I  had  not  actually  myself  seen  the 
Jaydad,  or  funds,  but  that  I  made  the  Tnsh- 
kees  on  the  Doul  of  these  best  acquainted,  and 
on  that  footing  I  invited  all  those  Malgoozars 
who  saw  their  interest  in  so  doing,  and  that 
they  would  be  able  to  perform  their  engage- 
ments, to  give  a  Cabooleeut,  declaring,  that  to 
induce  any  man  to  enter  into  such  engage- 
ments, I  would  neither  use  force  nor  solicita- 
tion, for  that  the  business  of  a  Cabooleeut  de- 
pended on  the  good  will  of  both  parties,  but 
that  all  those  who  entered  into  Cabooleeuts  were 
to  make  their  collections  from  the  Ryots  accord- 
ing to  the  regulations  of  the  presence,  and  that 
those  who  this  year  should  keep  the  Ryots  con- 
tented, and  should  pay  the  revenue  of  Govern- 
ment punctually,  should  be  kept  in  possession 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  I  should  adhere  to  my 
engagements  and  in  no  respect  make  any  fur- 
ther demands,  for  that  in  truth  I  meant  not  to 
practise  the  arts  of  an  Amil,  but  to  act  with 
the  regularity  of  a  Mahajun  or  a  banker.  The 
Malgoozars  having  understood  all  these  parti- 
culars applied  for  Cabooleeuts,  insomuch  that 
in  about  3  days'  time  Cabooleeuts  to  the  amount 
of  nearly  25,000  Rupees  were  completed.  On 
inquiry  into  the  particulars  of  each  Cabooleeut 
it  appeared  that  between  these  people  there  ex- 
isted strong  contention,  partiality  and  resent- 
ments. Thus  it  appeared  that  the  two  Canoon- 
goes  were  secretly  contending  against  each 
other  and  that  between  Dereao  Narain,  Canoon- 
goe,  and  Sohen  Dass,  the  Gomashta  of  Atma- 
ram  Dobeh,  there  had  been  a  contention  for 
a  length  of  time,  so  that  the  villages  which 
had  for  many  years  been  rented  by  Atmaram 
Dobeh,  Dereao  Narain  caused  to  be  given  to 
others  on  an  increased  rental,  and  on  the  other 
hand  the  villages  in  which  Dereao  Narain  did 
himself  carry  on  the  cultivation,  or  in  cases 
where  Dereao  Narain  wished  to  favor  any  par- 
ticular Malgoozar,  there  Sohen  Dass,  the  Go- 
mashta of  Atmaram  Dobeh,  caused  such  places 
to  be  given  to  others  on  an  increased   Jumma, 
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and  in  other  places,  where,  last  year,  one  Put- 
teedar  or  partner  had  excluded  another,  by 
himself  giving  a  Cabooleeut,  the  excluded  Put- 
teedar  did  this  year,  by  giving  a  Cabooleeut 
through  another  person,  re-enter  into  posses- 
sion. On  a  view  of  these  particulars  I  considered 
that  however  much  this  mode  of  acting  might 
accord  with  the  interested  views  of  an  Amil  in 
order  to  increase  the  Jumma,  yet  ultimately  it 
would  never  answer,  for  that,  in  truth,  the  Douls 
given  in  by  those  dift'erent  people  were  made 
out  in  reference  to  the  collections  made  by 
former  Amils,  and  in  some  places  from  motives 
of  private  resentment,  and  that  although  they 
would  give  Cabooleeuts,  yet  in  future  they 
would  ill-use  the  Ryots,  which  would  occa- 
sion many  complaints  and  much  vexation  and 
impede  the  ensuing  year's  cultivation.  I  fur- 
ther considered  that  I  had  this  Pergunnah  com- 
mitted to  me,  not  for  the  purpose  of  making 
emoluments,  and  that  it  was  the  Kesident's 
orders  that  the  revenue  should  be  collected  ac- 
cording to  the  produce  or  funds  only  in  con- 
formity to  the  Hookumnama  regulations  of  the 
25th  of  June  1788,  and  that  the  next  years' 
cultivation  would  be  the  touchstone,  whereby 
to  appreciate  all  the  Amil's  conduct.  I  re- 
membered also  that  I  had  been. told  that  this 
Pergunnah  was  given  to  me  that  my  conduct 
in  it  might  serve  for  an  example  to  others, 
and  from  all  these  considerations  I  deemed 
it  improper  that  the  Tushkees  or  Mofussil 
settlement  should  be  made  in  this  heavy  man- 
ner. Wherefore,  setting  all  their  counsel  aside, 
I  set  out  myself  to  make  a  circuit  through 
the  Pergunnah.  This  indisposed  Dereao 
Narain,  Canoongoe,  against  me  so  that  in 
those  places  where  his  cultivation  was,  and  for 
which  Sohen  Dass  had  entered  into  Caboo- 
leeuts, he  there  excited  the  Zemindars  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Resident  to  complain,  but  before 
the  complaints  arrived,  I  tore  eight  of  the  Ca- 
booleeuts which  had,  from  the  competition  bet- 
ween Dereao  Naraiu  and  Sohen  Dass,  been  made 


The  proceedings  of  the' 
Amil  in  the  settlement  of  last 
year,  as  described  in  these  two 
articles,  in  which,  giving  up  his 
own  immediate  profit,  and  over- 
looking and  uninfluenced  by  the 
animosities  among  the  Canoon- 
goes  and  other  principal  inhabi- 
tants of  Bulliah,  he  made  such 
a  settlement    as    the    country 
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out  on  the  footing  of  an  increased  J umma,  and  conld  bear,  is  highly  meritori- 
submitting  to  or  preferring  the  loss,  I  kept  the  ous. 
collections  of  these  places  in  my  own  hands 
without  letting  them,  and  after  that  whatever 
Cttbooleeuts  were  made  out,  were  so  in  view  to 
the  easy  completion  of  the  revenue  on  the 
footing  of  the  Regulations.  In  this  way  all 
the  people  and  Canoongoes  told  me  that  I  was 
willingly  running  on  my  own  loss.  I  answered 
that  it  did  not  signify,  for  that  if  the  Ryots 
remained  contented  the  cultivation  of  next 
year  would  take  effect  without  trouble  or  soli- 
citation, and  with  respect  to  a  few  of  the 
Cabooleeuts,  first  made  out  as  above  described, 
such  as  Dehgar  Sere,  Chutta  and  Begwaee 
where,  in  truth,  the  rental  was  heavy,  it  turned 
out  that  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  could 
not  be  realized.  But  I  enjoined  the  Zamindars 
to  beware  of  ill-using  the  Ryots  and  that  here- 
after, having  enquired  iuto  the  causes  of  the 
failure,  means  should  in  some  other  way  be  pur- 
aued  to  provide  for  the  realization  of  the  ba- 
lances, whereby  the  Ryots  of  those  places  have 
remained  in  security  and  are  exerting  them-  . 
selves  for  the  ensuing  cultivation.  Had  there- 
fore all  the  rest  of  the  Pergunnah  been  put 
under  Cabooleeuts  in  that  way  there  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  an  ostensible  show  of  advan- 
tage, but  the  sequel  would  have  shewn  its  falla- 
ciousness. Thus  I  clearly  perceived  that  if  ac- 
cording to  the  advice  of  the  Canoongoes  and 
people  of  the  Pergunnah,  who  have  each  re- 
sentments against  one  another,  the  Amil  was 
to  proceed  to  make  the  Tushkees  or  settlement, 
the  cultivation  of  the  country  would  not  be 
thereby  promoted,  because  one  man  was  ready 
to  ruin  another  for  his  private  end,  and  ano- 
ther from  motives  of  favor  and  partiality  was 
ready  to  cheat  Government  out  of  its  due 
rights. 

Heretofore  or  of  late  years  when  the 
Naibs  of  the  late  Amil  went  into  that  Pergun- 
nah the  manner  of  proceeding  was  this,   that 
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the  inhabitants  there,  making  a  provision  for 
Home  advantage  to  that  Naib,  caused  the  set- 
tlement to  be  made  with  some  Malgoozar  or 
Mocurrureedar  on  a  bribe  given,  and,  when  the 
latter  failed,  the  Naib  shut  his  eyes  and  let  the 
country  run  to  ruin  as  it  might.  I  always  de- 
clared that  I  was  not  a  Naib ;  that  whatever  I  did 
should  be  done  publicly  so  as  that  all  men 
might  witness  my  proceedings  and  the  Canoon- 
goes  might  register  every  particulars. 

1 7th.  There  are  two  principal  Mocurruree- 
dars  in  Buloah  viz.,  Atmaram  Dobeh  and  Sun- 
nehyram  Tewary,  but  the  profits  on  their  Mo- 
currurees  have  been  brought  to  account  by  the 
Canoongoes  in  their  Doul  of  this  year,  and  the 
same  does  of  course  form  part  of  the  funds  for 
the  settlement.  Yet  these  persons  will  not 
agree  to  pay  an  iota  more  than  their  Mocur- 
rurees.  I  considered  that  if  their  grain  should 
be  sequestered  it  would  be  spoiled,  wherefore 
I  gave  them  an  Amil  Dustuk,  but  would  not 
take  from  them  a  Cabooleeut,  nor  ean  the  dis- 
pute about  their  Mocurruree  be  settled  any- 
where but  at  Henares.  I  therefore  have  sepa- 
rately stated  their  representations  on  this  sub  - 
ject.  The  Vakeels  of  both  parties  are  here  in 
attendance.  What  you  are  pleased  to  signify 
to  thpm  I  will  conform  to  both  for  this  and  the 
next  years. 


17th.  The  cases  of  these 
two  Mocumireedars  have  been 
settled  as  notified  to-day  to  the 
A  mil  and  recorded  in  this  day's 
proceedings. 


ISth.     The   Canoongoes  who   set     them-  IS/A.     A  Perwanpah  as  here 

selves  up   for  the  sole  rulers  are   nevertheless    solicited  is  to  be  this  day  writ- 
not  entirely  pure  and  disinterested  ;  they  have     ten  to  the  Cauoougoes. 
their   dislikes  and  partialities,  they  pretend  to 
act  for  the  public  weal  and  cover  their   designs 
with   a  fair  outside,  but  do,  in   fact,   mortally 
hate  each  other.     In  this  manner  the   Amil   is 
at  a  loss  how  to  act  between  them ;  at  the  same 
time  that  without  their  advice  he  cannot  take 
any  step,   because   they  will  otherwise   excite 
some  party  or  other  to  go  and  complain  as  well 
as  misrepresent  the  particulars  in  the   Akhbar       , 
or   news  which  they  transmit  to   the  Resident. 
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It  is  therefore  greatly  to  be  wished  that  they 
cmild  1)6  made  to  act  with  unity  as  tlieir  dis- 
cord leaves  the  Aiuil,  liable  to  mistake  his  road. 
If  therefore  you  think  fit,  let  a  Perwauuah  be 
issued  to  them  that  both  the  Cauoongoes  shall 
unitedly,  and  in  terms  of  good  will  aud  accord, 
make  their  representations  to  the  Amil,  and 
that  they  shall  both  sign  all  the  papers  which 
they   send   to  the  Resident,  or  otherwise   that 

the  Akhbar  which  one  of  them  only  shall  send  This  order  to  be   issued   as 

to  the  Resident's  Cutcherry  shall  not  beconfid-    required, 
ed  in.     This  order  may  probably  induce  a  re- 
conciliation between  them  and  produce  a  due 
discharge  of  their  duty. 

• 
19/^.     The   Tushkees  or  Mofussil   settle- 
ment  is    1,17,000  Gourshahy  Riapees,  but  as 
hitherto   the  Jummabundy  or  rental   of  some 
villages,  not   farmed,  is  not  closed,  and  as   the 
amount  to  be  paid  by  those  two  Mocurrureedars 
is  not  settled,  the  papers  and  Accounts  cannot  be 
completed   till  that  be   adjusted  and  the  ac- 
counts of  receipt  and  disbursements,  including 
the  collections  on  the  Mai  and  Abwab   and  the 
payments  to  Government  and  charges  of  estab- 
lishment  and   collections,  <fec.    shall  faithfully 
and  without  diminution  or  amplification  be  pre- 
sented to  you,  since  all  my  rules  consist  in  my 
fidelity,   and   that   in  all  cases  I  consider  my 
welfare  to  depend  on  giving  you  satisfaction. 


19th  Jtily.   From  Amil  of  Read  the  following  translation  of  a  letter  from 

Shadeeabad.  Mhendee  Ali  Khan,  Amil  of  Shadeeabad  :— 

I  have  sent  the  Kist  or  instalment  of  Bhadon  which  is  the  last.  The 
Tecp  for  it  will  be  laid  before  you.  I  hope  you  will  now  grant  my  Farigh 
Khutty  or  acquittance  for  the  Fuslee  year  1196. 

In  this  year  I  am  a  loser  of  Rupees  2,640  which  I  have  paid  as  a  penalty 
from  my  private  property,  but  I  have  in  no  respect  objected,  but  have  been 
regular  in  paying  the  Government's  revenue  in  strict  conformity  to  my  engage 
ments.  The  particulars  of  this  penalty  and  loss  will  become  apparent  to  you 
when  the  accounts  of  the  Pergunnah  are  laid  before  you,  yet  this  loss  and  penalty 
C 
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have  not  been  incurred  by  your  fixing  the  rental  too  high,  but  from  the  good  will 
of  the  Canoongoes  and  their  defect  of  understanding ;  for  instance  where  in 
in  your  orders  it  is  said  that  the  Canoongoes  are  appointed  for  this  that  they 
may  assess  the  rates  of  1187  upon  the  present  produce  of  each  village,  and  there- 
upon to  prepare  a  Doul  or  statement  thereof,  and  then  cause  the  Zemindars  to 
enter  into  engagements  to  the  Amil  accordingly  : — 

My  kind  Sir,  Had  the  Canoongoes  acted  in  this  manner  I  should,  upou 
the  cultivation  which  I  have  caused  or  effected  in  the  Mofussil,  certainly  not 
have  collected  less  than  90,000  Rupees,  but  the  Canoongoes  adhered  tenaciously 
to  the  papers  of  the  Doul  which  they  gave  in  to  you  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  caused  the  Ryots  of  each  Tuppeh  to  enter  into  engagements  with  me  for 
the  very  same  sums  which  stood  inserted  in  that  account,  and  howsoever  much 
I  remonstrated  against  their  not  assessing  the  rates  of  11 87  upon  the  present 
cultivation,  they  said.  "  We  will  adhere  to  our  Doul  delivered  at  the  presence. 
•So  much  aie  you  to  take."  Being  helpless  I  got  Cabooleeuts  to  that  amount,  and 
about  7,000  Rupees  on  account  of  balances  remaining  with  the  Ryots,  together 
with  Nankar  <fec.,  have  proved  deficient  from  the  amount  of  the  Doul  given  by 
them,  and  I  am  the  loser  thereby. 

I  am  hopeful  that  you  will  now  issue  an  order  to  the  Canoongoes  to 
the  purport  above  mentioned  as  written  to  me,  viz.  that  the  Doul  of  the  Pergun- 
nah  which  they  delivered  in  to  you  in  the  beginning  of  11 96  Fuslee  is  not  adap- 
ted to  the  state  of  the  cultivation  of  1197,  and  also  that  the  Jumma  has  not 
been  fixed  as  Isturarar  or  permanent  to  the  Zemindars,  so  as  that,  whatever  in- 
crease there  may  be  in  the  produce,  they  are  never  to  exceed  their  first  Jum- 
ma ;  but  it  is  necessary  for  the  Canoongoes  that  in  conformity  to  the  rules  of 
1187  Fuslee,  they  do  make  up  their  Douls,  according  to  the  assessment  of  the 
said  rates,  on  the  actual  cultivation,  and  cause  the  Cabooleeuts  of  each  Zemindar 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Amil  accordingly. 

When  such  a  Perwannah  shall  reach  them  they  will  be  settled,  and,  un- 
der your  auspices,  the  cultivation  of  1197  Fuslee  is  such,  that  I  shall  make  up 
the  loss  of  this  year  in  a  quadruple  proportion,  because  I  have  during  this  sea- 
son so  cultivated  the  Pergunuah  that  in  truth  there  has  not  been  such  cultivation 
probably  in  it  for  these  40  or  50  years  past,  for  in  the  land  cultivated  last  year 
all  the  Khureef  crop  has  been  sown,  and  for  the  Rubbee  crop  all  the  Jungle  and 
waste  land  is  preparing. 

When,  according  to  the  rates  of  1197,  in  the  way  that  all  Benares  is 
settled,  I  get  the  settlement,  certainly  the  sum  total  1  shall  have  to  receive 
from  the  country  will  not  be  less  to  me  than  90,000  Rupees,  whereas  if  the  Ca- 
noongoes do,  as  in  1196  Fuslee,  maintain  it  as  Istumrar  or  permanent,  and  cause 
me  only  to  receive  Cabooleeuts  for  the  former  79,700  Rupees  of  Mai  and  Abwab, 
of  which  they  delivered  in  the  Doul  at  Benares,  I  shall  in  that  case,  as  in  this  year. 
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annually  suffer  the  same  losses  by  the  balances  that  will  remain  with  the  Ryots, 
or  from  occasional  drought  hurting  any  part  of  the  crop,  so  that  my  advantages 
will  never  be  any  thing. 

A  Copy  of  the  above  representation  is  sent  to  the  Canoongoes  of  Sha- 
deeabad  with  instructions  to  report,  whether  the  Amil'a 
Resident's  order  on  above,  statement  of  his  lo88  for  this  year  be  well  founded,  and 
also  directing  them  to  make  the  4  years'  Mofussil  settlement  with  the  Zemindars 
in  reference  to  the  rates  of  1187  upon  the  Hal  Hasil  or  actual  produce,  but  with 
snnie  allowances  of  Naukar  Ac.  to  the  Zemindars  of  villages  as  allowed  for  that 
vear.  They  are  also  directed  to  have  an  eye  in  the  four  years'  Mofussil  settlement 
to  provide  in  that  of  each  successive  year  for  the  gradual  small  increase  in  the 
Annl's  engagements  with  Government,  and  finally  to  report  whether  there  be  any 
and  what  objections  to  the  execution  of  this  order. 


Messrs.  Gilchrist  and  Charters  having  preferred  the 
Messrs.  Gilchristand Char-     following  charges  against  Cassim  Beg  the  Amil  of  Heve- 
B^.    ^^^^  agams      ass        j^^  Ghazeepore,  they  are  now  translated  and  sent  to 
the  said  Amil  for  his  answer. 

1st.  "  We  accuse  Cassim  Beg  of  having  given  Pottahs  to  Zemindars  and 
Moostajirs  upon  so  high  a  Jumma  that  they  could  not  possibly  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments to  Cassim,  and  at  the  same  time  obey  Mr.  Duncan's  regulations  founded 
on  the  Sun  11S7." 

2nd.  "  We  accuse  him  of  having  settled  most  if  not  all  his  Kucha  villages, 
on  the  Goozushta,  viz.,  the  Sun  1195,  and  with  having,  neglected  to  measure  them 
agreeably  to  Mr,  Duncan's  orders  on  that  subject," 

3rd.  "  We  acciise  Cassim  Beg  of  contempt  and  disobedience  of  Mr.  Dun- 
can's last  orders  for  the  Turuddood  and  Abadee  of  the  Sun  1197  by  substituting 
a  false  Goozushta  formed  on  the  Sun  1195  contrary  to  regulations  for  the  Sun 
1 196,  instead  of  the  Goozushta  that  ought  to  have  been  settled  by  Mr.  Duncan's 
orders  agreeably  to  the  Surishta  and  rates  of  the  Sun  1187." 

(Signed)        GILCHRIST  and  CHARTERS. 

The  Resident  taking  into  consideration  the  present  state  of  the  Pergunnah 
of  Hevely  Ghazeepore,  including  the  charges  that  have 

sud^Ullt  B^g  to  mike  ufe  ^^^^  ™*^®  ^7  ^^^^'^^  Gilchrist  and  Charters  against 
settlement  of  Hevely  Gazee-  the  farmer  thereof,  and  having  also  for  some  time  past 
pore  and  bis  instructions.  t.i.,,.i/.  .  .  ,. 

understood  that  the  farmer  in  question  was  desirous,  in 

consequence  of  those  disputes,  to  relinquish  all  further  concern  in  the  District  for 

the  4  remaining  years  of  his  lease,  although  his  signification  or  assent  in  writing 

to  this  effect  hath  not  yet  been  received,  and  the  Resident  being  further  desirous 
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and  deeraing  it  at  all  events  necessary,  to  take  care  of  the  cultivation  and  to  make 
a  proper  settlement  iu  that  Pergunuah  fur  the  future  years,  and  thinking  it  may 
in  this  respect  be  a  proper  place  to  make  an  exj^eriment  of  the  10  years'  settle- 
ment recommended  by  the  Governor  General  iu  Council  in  his  Lordship's  com- 
mands of  the  17th  June  last,  doth,  with  these  views,  now  appoint  Mirza  Assud 
Ulla  Beg  to  proceed  aa  Ameeu  into  the  said  Pergunuah  with  the  following  iu- 
structions. 

Having  great  confidence  in  your  integrity  and  experience  in  the  business 
of  the  revenues,  I  have  made  choice  of  you  to  proceed  as  Ameen  on  my  part 
intothePergunnah  of  Heveley  Ghazcepore  to  encourage  and  promote  the  ensuing 
year's  cultivation,  and  to  make  the  Mofussil  settlement  in  the  manner  following. 

For  your  fuller  information  as  to   the  intention  of  Government  you  are 

furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  regulations  of  the  25th  of 
Sunnud  to  Mirza  Assud     j^^^^^  j^gg  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^   ^j   ^^^^^  ^y^^^y^  ^^^^^  y^^^^ 
Vila  Beg. 

issued  during  the  course  of  the  month  of  June  of 

the  current  year,  namely  those  under  dates  the  14th,  25th,  28th,  and  30th  of  last 
month,   to  all  which  you  are  to  adhere.     You  are  also  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
Cassim  Bcg's  5  years'  engagements  with  Government,   which  I  should  not  havo 
infringed  upon  so  far  even  as  to  depute  you  on  your  present  commission,   but 
that  Cassim  Beg  has  been  charged  with  the  open  breacli  of  the  regulations  of 
the  25th  of  June  1788,  by  having  made  the  Mofussil  settlement  and  collections 
of  the  year  now  expiring,  as  well  as  the  settlement  (as  far  as  he  has  proceeded 
therein)  of  the  ensuing  one,  on  terms  so  high  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  tho 
Zemindars,  Putteedars  and  under-renters  to  discharge  their  contracted  revenue 
•with  him,  by  an  adherence  to  the  rates  of  1187,  or  otherwise  than  by  collecting  on 
the  Goozushta  or  rates  of  1195.     You  are  therefore,  as  far  as   regards  Cassim 
Beo-'s  progress  in  the  settlement  for  the  ensuing  year,  to  enquire  into   and  report 
■whether  he  has  made  it  upon  and  consistently  with  the   preservation  of  the  rates 
of  1187,  and  as  far  as  he  may  have  done  so,  and  consistently  also  with  the  or- 
ders of  June  of  the  present  year  for   making  the  settlement  with  the  Zemindars, 
you  will  confirm  the  same  ;  but  wherever  his  Mofussil  settlement  for  the  en- 
duing year  (as  far  as  he  may  have  concluded  it)  shall  exceed  the  aggregate  that 
can  be  collected  on  the  united  Assil  and  Abwab  and  rates  1187,  (of  which  and 
of  the  additions  made  from  thdt  to   1195  or  the  Goozushta,  copies  havo   been 
fvirnished  to  you),  or  where,   without  duo  cause,  the  Zemindars  shall  have  been 
passed  over  and  their  lands  let  to  farmers,  you  arc  to  reduce  sticli  excessive  Mo- 
fussil settlements  to  the  standard  required  by  the  regiilations  of  the  25th  of 
June  1789  and  1st  of  July  of  the  same  year,   the  latter  of  which  is  addressed 
to  the  Canoongoes  and  specifics  that  the  difference  between  the  new  and  old  Nal 
or  Lutteh  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Ryots,  or  in  other  words  that  they  are  to  pay  tho 
game  money  or  value  for  an  equal  quantity  or  extent  of  such  land  prodtice  res- 
pectively, as  they  did  in  1187.  But  as,  in  the  course  of  this  year,  it  appeared  that 


SETTLEMENT    APPENDIX.  XXXTX 

iu  the  old  Nnls  or  Lntteh  (measuring  i-ods),  the  Ryots  liod  been  defrauded  by  the 
Amils  unduly  shortening  them  by  deducting  from  their  length  the  Mowror 
Loops  at  eadi  end^  it  has  been  ordered  by  a  circular  Perwannah  under  date  the 
12th  of  May,  that  the  difference  between  the  2  measuring  rods  iu  each  Pergunnab 
should  be  ascertained  by  taking  the  full  length  of  the  old  one  in  each  Pergunnah 
without  allowing  for  the  deduction  on  account  of  the  Mowr  or  loops  at  each  end" 
According  this  mode  the  old  Lutteh  of  Hevely  Ghazeepore  has  been  found  to  be 
3  Biswa  13  Biswasees  shorter  than  the  newly  established  one  of  3  Derah  Illahee, 
the  money  value  of  which  amounts  to  6^  Dams  or  3^  annas  over  and  above  the 
rates  of  1187,  which  the  Ryots  will  have  to  pay  where  their  land  is  measured 
by  the  new  rod  for  additional  quantity  of  produce  in  the  Beegahs  thereby  ascer- 
tained to  be  in  their  cultivation  respectively. 

Knowing  and  attending  to  all  these  particulai-s,  you  are  to  proceed  to 
make  the  Mofussil  settlement  with  the  Zemindars  and:  Puttccdars  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  and  if  you  fiud  on  a  local  enquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  Per- 
guimah  that  the  Zemindars  and  Putteedars  may  be  trusted  and  are  in  general  fit 
objects  of  the  favor  of  Government,  you  may  fix  their  leases  for  10  years  certain  in 
maimer  following  : — 

Ist.  According  to  the  fair  ability  of  the  respective  villages  and  Puttees,, 
so  as  not  to  oblige  the  Zemindars  and  Putteedars  to  exceed  iu  their  collection 
from  the  Ryots  the  rates  of  1187  as  above  explained;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
that  they  shall  not  exceed  them  must  be  made  an  express  clause  in  their  Caboo^ 
leeuts  and  be  stipulated  for,. subject  to  such  a  fine  as  Government  may  inflict. 

2ndli/.  Where  the  village  is  arrived  at  its  full  or  nearly  its  full  state  of 
cultivation,  let  the  rent  be  there  fixed  for  the  10  years  at  the  same  rate  as  for 
the  first  year,  but  where  above ^th  is  waste  but  arable,  let  there  be  a  gradual 
moderate  Russed  or  increase,  to  the  5th  or  6th  year  in  consideration  of  the  Go- 
vernment's right  to  some  shai'e  of  the  profit  that  will  accrue  to  the  Zemindars 
or  Putteedars  by  bringing  such  waste  land  into  cultivation. 

Zrdly.  A  clause  is  to  be  inserted  in  each  Cabooleeut  for  the  10  years' 
settlement  that  whatever  balance  may  be  incurred  in  the  amount  of  the  proprie- 
tor's engagements  shall  be  recovered  by  the  sequestration  and  sale  of  the  pro- 
prietor's property,  including  the  land  of  his  Zemindaree  or  Puttee,  whenever 
Government  shall  order  the  same  to  be  put  up  at  auction. 

\ihly.  The  article  of  spirituous  liquors  and  of  Ghur  Duary,  and  any  other 
Sayr  articles  that  may  remain  in  the  country  unabolished  by  the  late  orders  is 
to  be  kept  separate  from  the  Zemindar's  Cabooleeuts  and  collected  separately  by 
the  Agents  of  Government. 

6thly.  Villages  without  proprietors  to  be  settled  by  leasing  them  to  respect- 
able and  improving  farmers  for  10  years,  on  their  ^iviug  creditable  security  ;  and 
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for  the   rest   on  the  same  principles  as  above  directed  for  Zemindars  aud  Put- 
teedars. 

^thly.  Where  the  Zemindars  and  Putteedars  will  not  agree  to  a  reasonable 
Jumma  on  the  footing  aforesaid,  you  are  to  settle  their  villages  as  directed  in 
the  preceeding  or  5th  article,  reporting  what  in  such  case  you  may  think  neces- 
sary for  the  subsistence  of  the  rejected  Zemindars  and  Putteedars. 

Ithly.  No  minor  or  female  to  have  a  settlement  made  with  them,  but  the 
lands  in  that  case  to  be  farmed  to  a  friend  of  the  family  upon  security  to  pay  the 
Government  revenue  as  well  as  10  per  cent,  on  the  Jumma  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  female  or  minor  during  the  period  of  the  farm. 

9thly.  The  Kistbundee  to  be  so  drawn  out  as  to  render  the  Zemindars  and 
Putteedar's  and  farmer's  payments  to  Government  easy  to  themselves  and  to  the 
Ryots  under  them,  and  if  the  number  of  Kists  can  with  safety  be  reduced  let 
them  be  so  as  far  as  possible. 


2Sth  July  From  the  Amll  j^^^^  ^j^^  following  translation  of  a  letter  from 

of  Shadeeabia   on  tue  pro-  o 

gress  of  the  oultivation  in  Mirza  Mhendee,  the  Amil  of  the   Pergunnah   of  Sha- 
that  PerguQuah. 

deeabad. 

By  your  auspices  the  Jungles  have  been  cut  and  are  cutting  down,  the 
lands  are  hoeing  <fec.  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation,  but  how  can  I  state  to  you 
the  flagrancy  of  the  Zemindars  who  were  not  before  inclined  to  improve,  but  now 
are  hot  on  it  and  ten  of  them  run  to  one  spot  with  that  view  and  prevent  each 
other,  by  asserting  it  to  be  individually  their  province.  As  a  proof  of  this  the 
Zemindars  of  the  village  of  Yoosoofpoor  and  those  of  Burhul  and  Jora,  amoun- 
ting altogether  to  near  two  thousand  men  in  one  body,  collected  to  cultivate  the 
village  of  Kootehun  which  had  been  waste  for  5  or  600  years.  For  these*  two 
days  it  has  nearly  happened  that  thirty  or  forty  of  them  had  been  killed.  It 
-would  be  advisable  for  you  to  station  a  Chuprassie  with  me  for  20  days.  I 
would  send  him  to  the  spot  to  permit  the  people  to  carry  away  as  much  of  the 
Jungle  as  they  could  to  prevent  dispute,  but  not  to  restrain  them  from  cultivating 
as  much  as  each  of  them  might  be  able,  and  in  the  next  year  for  them  to  enter 
into  writings  to  engage  for  the  revenue  according  to  the  quantity  they  might  have. 
A  Chuprassie  is  ordered  for  the  purpose  requested  in  the  letter  above  recorded. 


The  Resident  taking  into  consideration  the  bad  management  of    Ishury 

Buksh,  the  farmer  for  5  years  of  G  hurra  Dehma,  who 

9th  August.    Charge    of    ^     ^^^Lqu  heavily  in  arrears  in  the  regular  payment  of 

QhurraDehnia  given  to  Ram  •'  or./ 

Chunder  Pandit  to  make  a     his  latter  Kists  and  has  also,   by  under-renting  the 
y«*r8  ^®    *•"*  lands  of  several  of  the  village  Zemindars  to  one  of 
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the  principal  among  them,  occasioned  great  dissensions  in  those  Pergunnahs 
throughout  the  greatest  part  of  the  year, — it  is  on  these  accounts  now  determin- 
ed to  dispossess  the  said  Ishury  Pershad  of  his  farm  from  the  end  of  the 
current  year;  and  as  the  two  Pergunnahs  in  question  are  small  and  lie  contiguous 
to  the  Pergunnah  of  BuUiah,  now  farmed  by  Ram  Chunder  Pundit,  the  future 
charge  of  them  is  to  be  committed  to  that  person  with  iustructioii  now  issued  to 
bim  to  make  a  settlement  of  these  two  places  for  10  years  subject  to  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Resident  on  the  plan  already  pointed  out  for  the  district  of  Ghazee- 
pore,  being  the  same  in  substance  as  that  of  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Governor 
General  in  Council  for  the  province  of  Behar,  received  with  his  Lordship's  com- 
mands of  the  17th  of  June  last. 


Gunga  Pershad,  the  farmer  for  5  years  of  the  Pergunnah  of  Heveley  Chunar 

having  represented  the  inability  of  the  said  Pergunnah 
28th  August.  Munnoo  Laul 
appointed  Auiauee  Amil  of    to  pay  the  Jumma  assessed  thereon,  obtained  from  the 

Mttlement  tbereoV^"  ^^*"'  J^^sident  a  promise  to  be  allowed  700  Rupees  for  thp 
current  year,  which  sum  was  however  through  inadver- 
tency omitted  to  be  brought  to  account  under  the  head  of  deductions  in  the 
settlements  transmitted  to  the  Governor  General  in  Council  in  the  Resident's 
letter  of  the  26th  of  April  last. 

It  is  however  indispensible  to  make  the  allowance  not  only  as  the  state  of 
the  Pergunnah  has,  the  Resident  believes,  this  last  year  required  it,  but  because 
it  is  necessary  for  him  to  perform  his  promise. 

But  as  the  Resident  thinks  that  this  loss  may  be  avoided  in  future  and  as 
this  non-adherence  on  the  part  of  Gunga  Pershad  to  his  engagenjents  has  in  fact 
left  them  open  to  be  revoked  and  dissolved  by  the  Resident,  he  therefore  declares 
them  at  au  end,  and  no  longer  in  force  for  the  four  remaining  years  of  the  lease, 
as  Gunga  Pershad  has  not  fulfilled  one  of  the  original  and  essential  and  stipulated 
conditions  thereof  in  the  payment  of  the  full  Jumma. 

Gunga  Pershad  does  accoordingly  deliver  in  an  Estaffa  or  deed  of  relin- 
quishment of  his  lease  of  the  said  Pergunnah. 

And  as  it  lies  contiguous  to  that  of  Bhugwut  or  Putteeta  farmed  by  Mon- 
noo  Laul,  and  the  Resident  having  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  said  Laul's  integ- 
rity and  zeal  for  the  service  of  Government,  he  is  therefore  commissioned  to 
make  (subject  to  the  Resident's  approbation)  a  new  settlement  of  the  said  Per- 
gunnah of  Chunar  for  10  years,  on  the  plan  of  the  regulations  already  issued  in 
the  month  of  June  last  and  of  those  framed  for  the  settlement  of  Behar,  as  com- 
municated by  the  Governor  General  in  Council's  orders  of  the  17th  of  April  last. 

For  this  purpose  instructions  similar  to  those  already  issued  to  Assud 
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Ulla  aud  Ram  Chund  Pundit  in  respect  to  the  Pergunnahs  of  Ghazeepore  and 
Ghurra  Dehma  have  been  prepared  for  Munnoo  Laul  in  respect  to  this  Perguunah 
of  Chunar. 


The  Resident  intending  to  settle  the  Pergunnah  of  Khurrendah  or  Kundeh 

^„,.  .  ,       .  on  a  10  years'  lease,  instructions  for  the  pui-pose  are 

29tn  Augnst.  Appointment  .  . 

of  Ram    Singh  as    Aineen    DOW  issued  to  Ram  Singh,  the  present  superintendent  and 

^sSi'tfiSi'  ^""^  ^^    intended  collector  thereof,  on  the  part  of  Government, 

such  instructions  being  the  same  as  already  issued  to 

the  Amanee  Amils  of  Ghazeepore,  Ghurra  Dehma  and  Chuuar,  and  this  person's 

establishment  is  fixed  as  follows,  from  the  beginning  of  Kooar  or  Assin  1197  Fuslee. 

Establishment  for  the  office  of  Amil  Amanee,  or  collector  of  the  Pergun- 
nali  of  Khurrendah. 

1st.    To  Ram  Singh  for  his  personal  allowance  at 

150  Rs.  a  month, 1,R00  0  0 

2nd.    Serishtadars,  two  @  85  Rs.  per  month,     ...  420  0  0 
Srd.     Servants'  wages,  viz.,  from  Kooar  to    Poos, 

4  months  @  1 25  Rs.  a  month  at  2  Rs.  a  man,  600  0  0 

From  Maug  to  Assar  250  Rs.  a  mouth  G  months,  1,500  0  0 

„  Sawun  to  Bhadon  @  1 25  per  month,  2  mouths,  250  0  0 

4th.  Vakeel's  wages.  5  Rs.  a  month,        60  0  0 

Total  per  annum,  4,530    0    0 


Read  the  following  translation  of  a  letter  from  Munnoo  Laul  lately  ap- 
pointed Ameen  Amil  of  Chuuar. 

Having  taken  leave  of  you  I  arrived  on  the  same 
Mul^noo^L^rabo'ut  making  evening  at  the  Pergunnah  and  am  exerting  myself  to 
tb«  aettlement  of  Cliunar.  ^^q  utmost  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  of  Govera- 
ment. 

Several  of  the  villages  and  some  of  the  people  are  not  willing  to  come 
to  a  settlement  on  the  footing  of  the  rates  of  1187,  and  if  I  proceed  on  that  foot- 
in<»  they  will  take  to  flight.  They  are  however  perfectly  willing  to  conclude  their 
settlements  according  to  the  rental  and  rates  of  1195  and  1196  Fuslee  accor- 
ding to  the  Pottahs  of  the  Canoongoes  and  of  the  dispossessed  Amil  as  delivered 
to  them  in  the  month  of  Assar  last. 

But  as  your  instructions  specify  the  rates  of  1187,  I  do  therefore  think  it 
necessary  to  apply  for  your  further  orders  that  I  may  adhere  to  whatever  you 
§hall  be  pleased  to  order. 
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An  answer  is  written  to  the  above  desiring  the  Amil,  Munnoo  Laul,  to  enter 
into  some  explanation  of  the  causes  which  disinclines 
the   Ryots  and   parties  he  mentions  to   the  rates  of 

1 1 S7,  after  which  an  explicit  reply  and  instructions  shall  be  transmitted  for  his 

guidance. 

10th  September.  Amil's  Read  the  following  reply  and  enclosure  from  Mun- 

PrtU'^L'^oTXr::::     ^^o  Laul  AmU  of  Chunar  to  the   letter  sent  to  him  on 
the  8th  Instant. 

Your  orders,  requiring  me  to  represent  the  state  of  the  Ryots  of  whom 
several  refuse  to  come  to  a  settlement  on  the  footing  of  the  rates  of  1187,  having 
arrived,  has  honored  me. 

My  kind  Sir,  Ryots  who  in  the  year  1 187  cultivated  their  Beegahs  on  a  sti- 
pulated rent  of  3  Rupees  having  since,  from  calamities  of  season,  absconded,  their 
lands  have  been  given  to  other  Ryots  by  the  Amil  for  the  time  being,  on  lower  or 
reduced  rates,  which  reduced  rates  were  continued  by  the  Amil  and  Canoongoe 
for  1196  Fuslee  and  on  these  also  they  have  given  Pottahs  for  this  year  to  which 
the  Ryots  are  willing  to  adhere  but  cannot  give  3  Rupees,  the  rates  of  1 187,  as 
will  fui-ther  appear  to  you  by  the  enclosed  report  from  the  Cauoougoes. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  Perwanah  to  Baboo  Munnoo  laul  requiring  to 
Report  from  the  Caaoon-     ^^^^  ^^^  reason  of  the  Ryots  refusing  to  accei)t  of  the 
goes.  rates  of  1187  Fuslee  the  said  Boboo  having  shewn  us 

the  Perwanah,  and  desired  us  also  to  report  thereon,  we  do  therefore  represent 
that  although  nobody  can  disobey  the  Regulations  yet  fom  the  fallen  state  of  the 
Ryots  and  the  heaviness  of  the  rental,  as  for  instance,  if  a  Ryot  cultivated  a  Bee- 
gah  in  1187  Fuslee,  at  the  fixed  rate  of  3  Rupees  per  Beegah  and  that  from  the 
calamities  of  the  season  having  absconded  or  being  since  dead,  and  that  no  one 
would  agree  to  cultivate  that  Beegah  upon  so  high  a  Jumma,  and  when  the  Amil 
for  the  time  being  shall  under  such  circumstances  have  with  a  view  to  prevent 
the  Beegah  lying  waste,  let  it  at  2  Rupees  or  IJ  with  Abwab  of  1187  Fuslee,  if 
now  3  Rupees  be  taken  for  that  Beegah,  the  Ryots  will  not  agree  thereto  and  the 
Beegah  will  remain  waste,  because  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  inhabi- 
tants, there  being  more  land  than  people,  wherefore  they  cannot  give  the  rate  of 
11 87  Fuslee  and  if  the  rates  of  1 187  were  taken  on  such  lands,  it  would  affect 
the  rest  of  the  cultivation. 


An  answer  is  written  to  Munnoo  Laul  that  his   instructions  direct  him  to 

^    . ,     ,       ,  make  a  settlement  of  the   Pergunnah  of  Chunar  for 

Resident  s  reply.  ° 

each  village  for   1 0   years  and  in  the   manner  therein 

particularized  with  the  Dehaty  or  village  Zemindars,  or,  where  there  are  no 

Zemindars,  with  farmers,  leaving  to  such  Zemindars  and  farmers  to  collect  their 
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own  revenue  from  the  Ryots  as  they  like,  upon  condition  and  express  clause,  that 
ill  no  case  they  shall  exceed  in  their  rates  of  collection  from  the  Ryots  those  of 
1 1 87  and  that  they  shall  adhere  to  the  Nal  of  three  Derreh  llahee  in  all  measure- 
ments between  themselves  and  the  Ryots,  according  to  the  Hookumnamas  or  re- 
gulations of  June  178S  and  17S9. 


The  pergunnah  of  Khereed  not  having  (as  the  Resident's  proceedings  con- 
tain abundant   proof  of)  been   throughout   last   year 

Ram  Sing  appointed   A-     duly  attended  to  by  its  Amil,  and  Omer  Sing  having 
meen   Aniil  of  Khereed  and  •'  j  ■>  o  o 

establishment  allowed  him.      as  a  matter  of  necessity  been,  in  consequence  of  the 

Farmer's   inattention  andbad  management,  appointed 
Ameen  thereto  to  superintend  and  control   the  said    Amil's  collections,    the  A- 
meen  has  continued  for  some  months  past  in  his  ofl&ce  accordingly,   and  at   the 
close  of  the  year,  as  the  Resident  was  determined  not  to  continue  Duljeet  Sing  in 
the  said  farm  for  the  four  remaining   years,  since,  from  the  distance  between  his 
other  Pergunnah  of  Mereahoo,  the  said  farmer  could  not   well   attend   to   both, 
therefore  on   the   4th  of  July  the   Resident  thought  fit  to  vest  Omer  Sing  with 
the  charge  of  separately  attending   to  the   cultivation  of  the  Pergunnah  for  the 
ensuing  year  and  the  said  Sing  has  since  been  fully  invested    under  the   acquies- 
cence of  Duljeet  Sing  with  the  authority  of  Ameen   Amil   and   instructed   to 
make  a  10  years'  settlement  with  the  Zemindars  on  the  footing  of  the   regula- 
tions already  issued  in  June  last   and   of  the   Government's  plan   for   Behar,  for 
which  purpose  the  same  instructions  are  also  this  day  issued  to  him  as  have  been 
already  issued  to  the  Ameen  Amils  of  Ghazeepore,   Ghurra   Dehma,    Kerendah 
and  Chunar,  and  the  following  establishment  has  been  fixed  for  the.  Collectorship 
of  this  Pergunnah, 

1st.     To  Omer  Sing  as  Amanee  Amil  at  150  Rs.  a  month 

for  his  personal  allowance, 1,800,  0  0 

2nd.     Zilladars  12  @  117  Rs.  per  month,            1,404,  0  0 

8rd.     Dufter  Mohurirs  (3)  @  30  Rs.,       ...  360,  0  0 

4th.    Vakeel  @  12  Rs.  a  month,            144,  0  0 


Total  for  principal  officers  ...  3,708,  0  0 

6th.    Servants,   such  as  Peons  <fec.   from  Koar  to  Poos 

@  200  Rs.  a  month  for  4  months, 800,  0  0 

From  Maugh  to  Jeyt   @  450  Rs.  a  month  for  5 

months, 2,250,  0  0 

From  Assar  to  Bhadon  3  mouths  @  150  per  month,  450  0  0 


Total  per  annum,        ...     7,208    0    0 
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APPENDIX   C. 


The  Resident  this  day  waited  on  the  Raja  (who  is  himself  too  ill  to  come 
6th  July  1789.  Resident's     out)  to  confer  with   him  on  the  subject  of  the  ensu- 
XuMhrne^'waetUeme^at.^'*    ^"S  settlement,  as  directed  by   the  Governor- General 
Vide  page  139.  in  Council  under  date  the  17th  of  last  month. 

The  Resident,  after  assuring  the  Raja  that  Government  had  nothing  in 
view  but  the  advancement  of  his  real  prosperity  and  happiness  and  those  of 
the  country  and  its  inhabitants  at  large,  which  were  objects  naturally  and  en- 
tirely connected  with  each  other,  and  stating,  as  proofs  thereof,  the  determina- 
tion never  to  demand  more  as  the  Government  rental  than  the  40  Lacs  of  per- 
manent Jumma,  at  the  same  time  that  the  Government  had  this  year  foregone 
part  of  that  annual  and  established  right  in  view  to  the  future  advantage  of 
the  Raja  and  his  country,  proceeded  to  explain  the  general  principles  of  the  sys- 
tem which  Government  had  ordered  for  the  revenue  in  the  province  of  Behar  by 
the  establishment  of  a  permanent  Jumma,  and  which  they  were  desirous,  as  far 
as  and  as  soon  as  might  be  practicable  to  introduce  into  Benares,  in  the  welfare  of 
which  they  are  equally  interested  as  in  that  of  any  part  of  the  Company's  Do- 
minions. In  the  course  of  this  conference,  the  Resident  intimated  to  the  Raja 
(as  suggested  in  the  Board's  letter  above  quoted)  that  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  looked  forward  to  the  period  wheu  his  Lordship  might  be  able  to  re- 
store the  permanent  management  to  the  Raja,  and  that,  if  he  heartily  joined  in 
the  proposed  measures,  perhaps  the  situation  of  things  might  be  such  as  to  ad- 
mit of  that  restoration  taking  place  by  the  end  of  the  ensuing  Fuslee  year  or 
1197,  but  that,  if  he  did  not  heartily  join  in  forwarding  the  object  of  the  system 
in  question,  the  period,  he  might  thus  look  forward  to,  must  thereby  be  rendered 
very  indefinite  and  uncertain,  because,  however,  much  the  Government  wished  in 
every  respect  to  promote  the  Raja's  pereonal  satisfaction  and  to  establish  his  dig- 
nity, yet  these  points  could  only  (as  he  must  be  sensible)  be  attended  to,  consis- 
tently with  a  due  and  requisite  attention  to  the  prosperity  of  his  country,  and 
that  therefore  the  Government  could  not,  after  the  danger  that  had  been  escaped 
in  the  last  year,  1195,  again  commit  the  entire  charge  of  the  interior  administra- 
tion and  collection  of  the  revenues  to  him  (the  Raja)  till  they  were  satisfied  of  the 
safety  of  such  a  measure,  but  that  as  soon  as  they  had  obtained  such  satisfaction 
and  confidence,  it  would  afford  them  a  real  gratification  and  prove  also  a  grateful 
relief  to  their  agent  on  the  spot  to  recommit  to  him  the  charge  of  his  country. 

To  impress  the  Raja  still  further  with  a  conviction  of  the  honorable  views 
which  Government  at  all  times  entei'tained  towards  him,  the  Resident  took  oc- 
casion to  observe  to  the  Raja,  that  although  (as  above  noted)  the  Government 
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rental  of  40  Lacs  would  not  this  year  be  completed  from  the  ordinary  funds  that 
are  exclusive  of  the  Jagheery  grants  allotted  for  his  maintenance,  yet  his  Lordship 
in  Council  was  far  from  meaning  to  make  any  demands  on  the  latter,  but  did  on 
contrary  consider  it  as  a  just  and  desirable  object  to  have  the  provision  for  the 
Kaja's  dignity  as  ample  and  suflBcient  as  possible,  with  which  view  a  rofereuce 
would  be  made  to  the  Hon'ble  Court  of  Directors  concerning  the  deficiency  or 
unproductive  part  of  it  as  stated  in  the  original  settlement,  and  the  Resident  ad- 
ded an  intimation,  as  his  own  opinion,  that  he  was  well  convinced  the  Govern- 
ment would  at  all  times  be  ready  and  willing  to  make  the  Raja  perfectly  easy  in 
regard  to  his  own  establishment,  by  even  granting  any  reasonable  augmenta- 
tions to  it,  that  should  at  any  time  prove  eventually  necessary  ;  adding,  in  short, 
that  pecuniary  considerations  formed  not  the  primary  views  of  the  Company's 
Government  in  respect  to  Benares,  but  that  the  happiness  of  the  people  of  it  and 
the  honor  of  our  G.)vernmcnt  thence  derivable  were  and  did  constitute  our  maiu 
objects  and  the  basis  on  which  it  was  wished  to  establish  our  administration. 

After  these  declarations  the  Raja,  whose  ill-health  prevented  perhaps  to  a 
certain  degree  the  full  impression  which  the  preceeding  details  might  otherwise 
have  made  on  him,  did  yet  (as  far  as  from  the  state  of  bodily  languor  be  is  in, 
joined  to  the  possible  degree  of  disappointment  in  the  pruspect  which  the  dis- 
course held  out  to  him,  of  being  kept  at  least  for  another  year  out  of  the  ma- 
nagement,) declare  his  ready  and  even  thankful  assent  to  and  concurrence  iu  th« 
intention  of  Government,  declaring  that  as  its  objects,  in  regard  to  the  promotion 
of  his  personal  prosperity,  as  founded  upon  that  of  the  country,  were  and  must 
of  course  bo  entirely  conformable  to  his  own,  he  could  not  possibly  entertain  ob- 
jections to  the  measures  which  were  thought  most  conducive  to  such  ends  and 
that  as  his  dependance  rested  alone  on  Government,  so  his  wishes  were  aud  must 
be  to  afford  it  satisfaction. 

The  Raja  having  this  day  paid  a  visit  to  the  Resident  the  latter  took  oc- 
casion to  renew  the  subject  of  the  next  years'  settle- 
August    21st.    Residents  '' 
conference  with  the  Raja  on    ment  and  express  his  wish  that  the  10  years'  Mofussil 

M^uStttllln't'  i:ri  settlement  might,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  season, 
circuit  for  the  puipose  of  or  from  October  1789,  to  October  1790,  be  eflfected  as 
generally  throughout  the  Zemidaree  as  possible,  provi- 
ded he  (the  Raja)  SJtw  and  was  satisfied  of  its  expediency  and  would  heartily 
join  therein.  In  answer  the  Raja  declared  in  terms  apparently  of  the  utmost 
candour  and  sincerity  that  he  was  perfectly  convinced  of  the  expediency  and  ad- 
vantage of  a  10  years'  Mofussil  settlement  and  that  he  was  ready  to  act  and  take 
Buch  part  therein  as  the  Resident  should  think  fit.  Upon  this  the  Resident  pro- 
ceeded to  explain  to  the  Raja  that  for  this  purpose  he  intended  to  set  out  early 
in  November,  and  to  make  a  complete  circuit  of  the  Zemindaree  and,  at  the  Head 
Cutcherry  of  each  Pergunnah,  to  examine  into  and  approve  of  4  years'  Mofussil 
settlements  which  those  Amils  holding  5  years'  lease  are  already  instructed  to 
make,  and  that  as  the  4th  year  of  this  4  years'  Mofussil  settlement  will  in  most 
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places  be  probably  the  highest  Jumma  which  ought  to  be  charged  on  the  lands 
of  the  village  Zemindars  it  may  (if  the  Raja  approve  thereof)  be  on  the  spot 
declared  by  him  and  the  Resident  to  be  permanent  for  the  6  succeeding  years, 
whoever  may  be  the  collector  of  each  Pergunnah  or  in  whatever  manner  the 
security  of  the  revenue  between  the  Raja  and  the  Amils  or  collectors,  respec- 
tively, may  be  provided  for. 

To  these  propositions  the  Raja  gives  his  full  general  assent  and  the  Resi- 
dent proposing  to  him  thereon  to  accompany  him  in  this  important  detail,  he 
also  readily  agrees  thereto,  being  further  informed  that  it  is  meant  to  approve  of 
a  few  of  the  settlements  of  the  lands  which  lie  in  the  close  vicinity  of  the  city 
of  Benares  before  the  circuit  is  begun. 


APPENDIX  D. 


13th  June.  1789    From  Bead  the  following  translation  of  a   letter  from 

tirTarook!larofs"iigrowly,     ^i^  Adil  Sah,  Zemindar    of   Buihur   and    Agoree. 
his  tributary. 
Vide  page  139. 

Rudder  Shahy  and  Bulbudder  Shahy,  Malgoozars  of  Singrowly,  have  form- 
ed certain  700  villages  into  a  Talook  of  great  capability,  and  were  accustomed  to 
pay  independently  seven  hundred  Rupees  yearly.  These  Malgoozars,  relying  this 
year  on  the  namber  of  people  in  the  hills,  will  not  even  pay  one  single  Dam  of 
their  independent  rental.  Some  dustuks  were  sent  to  them  in  demand  of  their 
Kists.  They  did  not  even  pay  the  Mohissel  foi'  their  sustenance.  Of  what  estimation 
do  they  then  hold  the  Tnlbana,  and  the  Government  revenue  ?  In  consequence 
of  this  I  went  to  their  Talook  with  one  hundred  peons  in  order  to  receive  their 
cash.  They  having  collected  assistance  from  the  hill  villages,  were  prepared  to  re- 
sist. Much  as  I  and  Sumboo  Laul  Canoongoe  wrote  and  forwarded  messages  saying 
that  it  would  not  be  for  their  advant:ige  to  evade  and  .resist  the  payment  of  the 
Company's  revenue,  they  still  peraisted  and  sent  word  that  we  might  use  the 
power  we  had,  as  they  were  under  no  apprehension  of  us  and  did  not  acknowledge 
the  Company,  my  Master.  Should  the  Talookdars  of  Singrowly  remain  this  year 
unpunished,  many  of  the  Hill  ones  will  rebel.  You  know  tlie  number  of  Sepoys 
I  have.  Wherefore  I  am  in  hopes  of  your  assistance.  If  you  despatch  a  company 
of  Sepoys  and  a  gun  to  punish  the  aforesaid  rebels  the  Government  money  will  be 
realized. 

Notice  is  now  sent  by  a  Chuprassee  to  the  Zemindars  of  Singrowly  requir- 
Notiee  thereon  issued  to    ^°S  them  to  pay  their  accustomed  revenue   or   tribute 
the  latter.  ou  pain  of  the  Company's  troops  being  sent  to  enforce 

the  same,  and  to  expel  them  from  the  Country. 
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3rcl  July  1789.  Raja  Adil-  Read  the  following  translation  of  a  letter  from 

Bhah    and    Chuprassee's    re-  .        .  j,.,    oi     »      rr       •     i         /•        ir         n     r,      i  ■, 

ports  about  Zemindars  of  ^^ja  Adii  bhah  Zemiudar  for  life  of  Burhur  and 
SiDgrowlee.  Agoree. 

Your  orders  addressed  to  Rooder  Shah  and  Bulbudder  Shah,  Malgoozars  or 
renters  of  Singrowly,  requiring  them  to  pay  their  revenue  arrived,  and  the  Perwan- 
nah  was  sent  to  them  by  your  Chuprassee,  but  from  wickedness  and  rebellion, 
they  have  paid  no  attention  to  it  and  have  not  even  written  an  answer  to  the  let- 
ter. The  Talooks  of  Singrowly,  notwithstanding  its  ample  means,  they  keep  for 
and  to  themselves,  and  in  respect  to  the  sum  of  701  Rupees  which  they  pay  in 
one  sum,  in  this  also  they  now  evince  such  notorious  wickedness  that  I  am  en- 
tirely helpless  and  depend  only  on  your  assistance  hoping  from  your  favor  that  two 
Companies  of  Sepoys  may  be  sent  to  punish  those  rascals  that  they  may  meet 
with  proper  chastisement.  From  the  disobedience  and  wicked  courses  of  these 
evil  doers  my  heart  is  wearied  and  wasted.  Without  your  assistance  and  attention 
from  you,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  collect  the  revenue  from  these  villains.  The  rest 
will  be  represented  to  you  by  Sheikh  Jeewun,  the  Chuprassie. 

I  went  with  the  Resident's  order  addressed  to  Rooder  Shah  and  Bulbudder 

Shah,   the  Zemindars  of  Singrowly,  to  Raja  Adil  Shah, 
Translation  of  the  written  '  „   ,.     ,         ®  m,        r,   • 

representation  of  Sheikh  Jee-     the    Zemindar  of  Burhur  Agoree.      The    Raja  sent 

wun,  Chuprassee.  along  with  me  5  Behleeas  or  armed  peons,  desiring  me  to 

proceed  to  the  said  Zemindars  I  did  so,  and  gave  them  the  Perwannah,  and  hav- 
ing taken  it  they  said  "  In  our  country  there  has  been  no  produce  and  there  is 
also  a  scarcity,  whence  shall  we  pay  the  money  ?  I  remained  2  days  at  Singrowly 
in  expectution  of  an  answer  to  the  Perwannah,  but  I  did  not  even  see  the  Zemin- 
dars again  and  it  appeared  that  they  have  gone  some  where  else.  From  want  of 
grain  I  remained  there  for  3  days  in  a  famished  state  and  fed  upon  the  Chicove 
leaf,  then  returned  to  Raja  Adil  Sah,  whence  I  am  come  here  with  the  last  men- 
tioned Raja's  representation. 

The  Resident  although  convinced  of  the  expediency  of  complying  withRaja 
Adil  Shah's  repeated  application  for  assistance  to  re- 
Remarks  thereon.  ^^^^  j^j^  refractory  Zemindars  or  Tributaries  of  Sing- 
rowly, yet  deems  the  present  season  of  the  year  so  ill-adapted  for  such  an  expedi- 
tion that  he  cannot  even  propose  it  should  take  place  till  after  the  rains,  when  a 
detachment  may,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  enter 
into  and  remain  in  that  country,  till  the  next  hot  weather  or  till  the  Zemindars 
in  question  be  perfectly  reduced. 

That  this  subject  and  the  independency  affected  by  the  Zemindars  may  be 
more  fully  understood,  the  Resident  here  inserts  trans- 
Former     Correspondeuce    \g^[Q^  of  a  petition  presented  against  them  in  Decem- 
with  Zemindars   or   Talook-  '^  f  t.  ,  ,  j   x-       • 

dars  of  Singrowly  relative  to    ber  last  for  continuing   to   collect   Rahdaree  duties  m 

Rahdarec  duties.  ^j^^.^  Talook  against  the  Government  prohibition,  toge- 

ther with  the  Summons  issued  thereon  and  a  translation  of  their  answer. 
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Rooder  Shahy  and  Bulbudder  Shahy,  Zemindars  of  Singrowly  in  the  Per- 
gunnahs  and  Burhur  and  Agoree  in   Mr.  Fowke's  time 
pary,  inhabitant    of    Shah    plundered   thirty   head  of  Bullocks   laden   with  mer- 
Q"°8«-  chandize   and   killed  three  of  my  Gomastas.     I  com- 

plained to  Mr.  James  Grant  and  the  Captain  with  the  Battalion  at  Bejey  Ghur 
was  deputed,  but  as  yet  I  have  not  obtained  redress.  Ever  since  the  Choukey 
duties  have  been  by  you  abolished  in  the  Mofussil  and  the  Sudder  Custom  bouse 
ones  confirmed  they,  who  are  lawless  mountaineers,  still  exact  as  duties  on  every 
head  of  Cattle,  laden  with  Ghee,  one  Rupee  and  one  anna,  and  on  Keraua  Four- 
teen annas.  They  have  much  grain  in  their  country  and  will  not  admit  of  its 
being  purchased.     I  am  in  hopes  of  Justice. 

Busty  Ram  has  complained  that  you  exact  duties   at  the  rate  of  one  Ru- 
pee and  one  anna  on  every  load  of  Ghee  and  on  Kerana 
Tullub    Chitty  or  Sum-     ^j.  gpjggg  ^q_    fourteen   annas.     On  receipt  of  this  you 

nions   to  Rooder  Sliahy  and  ^ 

Bulbndder  Shnhy,  dated  19th    are  without  delay  to  come  to  the  presence  to  answer  to 

December  1788.  .,  .  ^   •    i. 

this  complaint. 

We  have  received  and  been  honored  by  your   humble   Arzee   (petition  or 

representation)   delivered   us   by   Dunka   Sing.      You 

:f«^?u°L  ^«t^f  ^^^^^    mention  the  duties.     We  have  not  taken  a  Cowrie   for 
and  Bulbudder  Shahy. 

them,  We  are  in  every  situation  the  Government 
Dependants,  but  in  the  forests  through  which  the  road  passes,  the  merchants 
have  voluntarily  paid  the  Kols  and  Beels,  or  guards  under  this  denomination. 
The  Bokhants  under  Chunar  Ghur  do  not  give  a  Cowrie  of  duty.  In  Beleapar 
under  Rewah,  in  the  Government  of  the  Bughel  people,  they  are  exacted.  As  to 
what  regards  the  complaint  made  by  Busty  Ram,  Brahmin,  who  has  gone  to  the 
presence  and  made  a  noise  and  uproar,  iL  is  well  if  any  superior  ask  us.  We  have 
performed  our  duties  of  obeisance,  for  when  the  army  and  sepoys  came  the  coun- 
try was  plundered.  Five  thousand  and  two  hundred  Rupees  were  taken  in  ready 
money  as  bribes.  I  know  not  whether  he  took  it  himself  or  paid  it  into  Govern- 
ment relative  to  the  Beoparies. . 


Raja  Adil  Shah  wrote   out  and  signed  a  Farigh  khutty  or   acquittance  for 
Busty  Ram. 

The  Resident  observes  that  as  to  the  writers'  of  the  above  answers  insin- 
uation of  the  circumstances  they   have  thought  fit  to 
Remarks  by  Resident.  .  ,     . 

notice  relative  to  what  they  call  the  army  formerlysent 

against  them,  as  it  did  not  happen  in  his  time,  he  cannot  be  acquainted  with  the 
particulars  they  refer  or  allude  to,  but  he  thinks  it  highly  probable  that  the  ex- 
pedition against  them  (which  may  be  the  one  noticed  in  Busty  Ram's  petition) 
was  provoked  by  their  ill  behaivour  as  in  the  present  instance. 

For  the  rest  the   Resident   imputes   much  of  the   improper  style  of  the 
above  letter  to   the   ignorance  of  the  Persian   penman   in  that  secluded  part  of 
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the  country  and  not  to  the  intention  or  folly  of  the  Talookdara.  When  the  Resi- 
dent first  issued  the  above  Summons,  it  was  principally  with  a  view  to  try  the 
obedience  of  the  parties  in  either  coming  or  sending  in  to  answer  as  required, 
(for  which  the  complaint  preferred,  offered  a  fair  opportunity)  as  Uaja  Adil  Shah 
the  paramount  Zemindar  and  their  immediate  superior,  who  was  then  with  the  Re- 
sident at  Benares,  had  been  long  and  was  at  that  time  complaining  of  their  want 
of  submission  and  regularity  in  their  small  payments, 

Progress  of  the  refracto-     ^^^^  g^j.  ^he  same  time  very  desirous  that  a  detachment 
nness  of   these   Talookdara 

or  tributaries.  should  march  againt  them,  but  the  Resident,  being  unwil- 

ling to  pursue  any  measures  of  force  against  them  that 
were  not  altogether  unavoidable,  desired  Raja  Adil  Shah  to  exert  his  own  in- 
fluence to  reduce  them  to  reason  for  this  season,  when,  if  he  failed,  he  should 
hereafter  obtain  support  from  Government. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  above  stated  former  application  from  Raja  Adil 
Shah,  the  Resident  having  desired  him  to  deliver  in  a  true  and  exact  state  and 
written  description  of  the  Boundaries  of  his  Zemindaree  of  Burhur  and  Agoi'ee 
including  the  dependant  annexed  or  tributary  district  of  Singrowly,  he  (the 
said  Raja)  did  accordingly  prepare   one  of  which  the   following  is  a  translation. 

You  directed  me  to   inform   you   of  the   extent   of   the   Pergunnahs   of 

Agoree  and  Burhur.     My  Master,  I  have  written  truly 

Baja  Adil  Shah's  account     and  faithfully  whatever  has  been  comprehended  in  the 
of    the   boundaries   of   Sin-  .  .,         \  ■  u  ■       ^ 

gro^yly,  above  Perguunah  from  time   uumemonal,    which  is  as 

follows,  and  over  which  the  old  Rajas  of  Agoree  pre- 
sided. 

To  the  southward  the  villages  of  Chiprie  and  Puree,  36  coss,  adjoining  the 
boundaries  of  Perguunah  Sirgooja  belonging  to  the  Mahi-attas.  The  Tuppch  of  Sin- 
growly has  of  old  been  under  Agoree ;  Roodder  Shahy  and  Bnlbudder  Shahy  are 
the  Malgoozars ;  the  Rhinda  runs  through  the  middle  of  Agoree. 

To  the  eastward  comer  is  the  boundary  village  Dumrie  Kone  near  the 
confines  of  the  Perguunah  of  Bullounja  under  Raja  Peetumber  Shahy ;  dis- 
tant from  Agoree  25  coss,  to  which  length  the  Talook  of  Kone  extends  due  east 
from  Gourie.  The  boundaries  of  Bejaghur  extend  to  between  the  village  of  Re- 
sumba  and  Serewun,  where  the  landmark  stands,  and  is  eight  coss  distance  from 
Bejaghur. 

To  the  westward,  the  village  of  Morana,  adjoining  the  boundaries  of  Per- 
gunnah  Kuntit,  is  distant  from  Agoree  twenty  coss,  and  the  Nullah  called  Mugger 
runs  by  it. 

To  the  northward  is  Berhookorady,  bounded  by  Pihoo  Nullah,  distant  from 
Agoree  eighteen  coss  ;  to  the  north-east  quarter  of  Berhoo  is  Ahurpoi-a,  Nohrah, 
Muddoopore  and  Burhur,  the  boundaries  of  Barachowra,  and  of  old  belonged  to 
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•Agoree  and  is  distant  from  it  sixteen  coss.  Bujjenaut  Singh  got  both  these 
Burhoos  included  iu  Putteeta  and  Aheerpore,  though  the  ancient  Zemindaroe  of 
Agoree. 

The  village  of  Oomrae  is  the  boundary  of  the  Pergunnah  of  P^roe,  tlie 
name  of  the  Nullah  is  Bidgurj,  distant  from  Agoree  eight  coss.  Agoree  has 
the  following  Tuppeh  on  it,  Shahgunge,  Maupore,  Tuppehpore,  Ultan,  Dedra 
want,  Koorouwil,  Kudeena,  Chourassee  (my  Malkhana),  Narama,  Kung  and  Sin- 
growly. 

Some  names  of  the  former  Rajas  of  Agoree  are,  Raja  Muddun  Shahy,  Raja 
Sujoon  Shahy,  Raja  Laul  Shahy,  Raja  Adit  Shahy,  Raja  Futteh  Bahadoor  Shahy 
Raja  Shunker  Shahy,  Raja  Sumboo  Shahy  and  Raja  Sudisht  Narain  Shahy. 

To  the  above  description  and  the  other  papers  recorded  on  this  subject 
the  Resident  need  only  here  subjoin  that  the  boundary 
in  question  is  tte  least  known  and  worst  defined  of  any 
part  of  the  general  line  of  frontier  of  the  Zemindaree  of  Benares, 

Yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  Singrowly  appertains  to  us  either  in  fall  right 
or  as  a  tributary  dependency  and  it  is  now  sufficiently  evident  that  if  our  right 
be  not  enforced  it  will  be  lost,  whitet  the  Zemindars  in  that  remote  quarter  of  the 
country  will  realize  what  they  assume  and  so  anxiously  aim  at,  a  state  of  complete 
and  wild  independency. 

An  answer  is  now  written  to  Raja  Adil  Shah  that  were  this  not  the  season 
of  the  rains  a  detachment  should  immediately  march  to 
Aaswierto  Raja  AdilShah.  reduce  the  Malgoozars  of  Singrowly,  but  that  after  the 
rainy  season  a  force  shall  certainly  be  sent,  on  which  he  may  rely,  and  in  that 
dependence,  if  he  can  not  himself  for  this  season  realize  the  few  hundred  rupees 
due  from  Roodder  and  Bulbudder,  he  is  nevertheless  not  to  let  Government  be 
at  any  loss  on  that  account,  but  himself  make  up  this  small  part  of  his 
general  rental,  being  assured  of  reimbursement  before  many  months  pass  over. 


APPENDIX  E. 


The  Resident  taking  into  consideration  that  much  of  the  accuracy  of  the 

Proceedings   dated  22nd     P'**''^*  general  intended  Mofussil  Bundobust  of  the 

December  1789.  Country  must  depend  on  that  of  the  10  years'  accounts 

^^*      '  of  the  Mofussil  Tuskhees  as  delivered  in  by  the  Ca- 

noongoes,  and  upon  the  fair  dealing  of  the  Canoongoes  and  the  Amila  in  the 

details  of  the  settlement ; — 
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It  is  ordered,  that  in  each  Perguunah  or  Mehal,  whether  to  be  settled  on 
a  lOor  4  years' Bundobust,  the  Canooagoea  be  required  to  sign  the  two  follow- 
ing written  declarations  :— 

1st.     We  Canoongoes  of  the  Pergunnah  or 

Mehal  of  do  give  in  writing  to  Government,  and  do  declare  upon  our 

faith  and  conscience,  that  the  lo  years'  Mofussil  Tuskhees  accounts,  which  wo 
have  delivered  to  the  amount  on  the  whole  of  rupees  for  the    Pergun- 

nah or  Mehal,  of  is  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  just  and  ao- 

curate,  and  comprehends  both  the  Assil  and  Abwab  existing  in  each  of  those 
successive  years,  and  we  have  neither  concealed  or  misstated  any  thing  therein, 
as  far  as  we  are  acquainted,  and  if  it  be  proved  that  we  have,  we  shall  there- 
upon become  Adharm  or  without  Dhurm,  or  religion,  and  also  infallibly  forfeit  our 
offices,  and  be  incapable  of  ever  serving  the  Company  again,  in  our  present  capa- 
cities. 

^.  B. — This  agreement  to  be  executed  before  each  Mofussil  settlement 
be  entered  upon. 

2nd.     We  Canoongoes  of  such  Mehal  or  Pergunnah 

Whereas  the  Mofussil  settlement  for  years  of  the    Pergunnah,  or 

Mehal  of  has  been  made  to  the  amount  of  rupees  for  the 

period  of  such  settlement,  with  our  concurrence,  upon  our  opinion,  and  estimates 
of  the  present  Jaydad  or  funds,  in  each  person's  lands  as  consisting  of  the  Assil 
and  Abwab  up  to  the  Fuslee  year  1187,  estimated  upon  the  Hal  Hasil,  or 
present  cultivation  with  a  reasonable  surplus  left  to  tlie  Zemindar  or  farmer 
we  do  therefore  give  in  writing  to  Government,  and  do  declare  upon  our  faith  and 
conscience,  that  we  know  of  no  undue  favor  or  security  in  the  several  Jaydad  s 
which  we  have  delivered,  and  on  which  this  year's  settlement,  and  those  of 
the  following  years  are  farmed,  and  if  such  be  proved  upon  us,  ',or  that  any 
any  great  inequalities,  favour,  or  severity  shall  appear  and  be  ascertained  to  exist 
in  the  said  Bundobust,  we  shall  thereon  become  udhurm,  besides  infallibly  for- 
feiting our  offices,  and  being  incapable  of  ever  serving  the  Honourable  Company 
in  the  capacity  of  Canoongoes,  in  all  time  to  come. 

N.  5.— Although  the  2nd  writing  (or  the  one  last  recorded)  is  to  be  sign- 
ed after  the  settlement,  yet  the  Canoongoes  are  to  be  apprized  of  its  purport, 
before  they  begin  to  give  in  the  Jaydads  or  proceed  to  assist  in  the  settlements, 
that  they  may  be  on  their  guard  accordingly. 

The  following  engagement  is  also  to  be  taken  from  the  Amils,  whose  leases 
have  4  years  to  expire. 

I  Amil  of  the  Pergunnah  or  Mehal  of 

Whereas  the  Mofussil  Tuskhees  of  the  Mehal,  under  my  Tahud  has,  m 
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reference  to  ray  Jumma  payable  to  Government,  and  the  actual  Jaydad  arising 
from  the  Assil  and  Abwab  up  to  1187  Fuslee,  according  to  the  opinions  and  esti- 
mates for  each  separate  Cabooleeutof  the  Canoongoes,  been  5xed  as  follows  :— 

For  1187  Rupees, 
For  118'^  ditto, 
For  1189  ditto, 
For  1190  ditto. 

Total  for  4  years, 

I  do  hereby  declare  upon  my  faith  and  conscience,  that  exclusive  of  the 
above  sums,  I  know  of  no  others  directly  or  indirectly  contracted  to  be  received 
by  me  or  by  my  agents  under  me,  and  I  promise  that  I  will  neither  demand  or 
collect,  or  allow  to  be  demanded  or  collected  any  thing  mure  than  the  Jumma 
thus  established  according  to  the  Puttahs  for  each  Zemindar's,  Putteedar's  and 
Farmer's  lands,  which  have  passed  under  my  seal  and  an  English  number  and  sig- 
nature ;  and  should  I  fail  in  this  agreement,  or  have  concealed  any  part  of  the 
Jaydad  1  have  to  collect,  or  make,  or  allow  to  be  made,  with  my  knowledge  or 
privity,  any  demands,  either  of  Assil,  Abwab,  Nuzarana,  Bhet  or  on  any  other  pre- 
tence whatsoever,  over  and  above  the  annual  sums  stipulated  as  above  to  be  paid 
by  the  Pottahs  and  Cabooleeuts,  I  shall  forfeit  my  Dhurm,  together  with  the  re- 
mainder of  ray  lease,  and  losing  also  the  favor  of  Government,  I  shall  become 
liable  to  such  punishment  as  may  be  inflicted,  besides  paying  as  a  fine,  in  the 
first  instance,  the  double  of  what  I  may  have  thus  over-collected  or  allowed  to 
be  so,  as  aforesaid. 

The  following  form  of  agreement  or  solemn  engagement  is  fixed  on  to  be 
taken  from  the  Arails,  who  shall  be  entrusted  with  the  collections  under  the  1 
year's  settlements. 

I  A  mil  of  the  Pergunnah  or  Mehal  of 

Whereas  10  years'  settlement  has  been  made  under  the  Resident's  and 
Raja's  signatiire  of  the  said  Mehal,  at  the  aggregate  Jumma  for  the  full  term  of 
the  said  settlement  of  rupees  as  per  particulars  of  the  said  Jumma  for 

each  year,  stated  underneath ;  and  whereas  I  am  entrusted  with  the  realization 
and  collection  of  this  Jumma,  I  do  hereby  promise  and  give  in  writing  upon  my 
faith  and  religion,  that  I  will  diligently  attend  to  the  realization  of  the  revenue, 
and  faithfully  perform  all  the  other  duties  of  Amil  of  the  said  Pergunnah  (or 
Mehal)  as  the  same  are  expressed  in  my  Sunnud  of  appointment  from  Govern- 
ment, and  that,  save  and  except  the  above  stated  Jumma  for  each  of  the  1 0  suc- 
cessive years,  I  will  not  directly  or  indirectly,  exact,  collect  or  accept  of  any 
sum  of  money,  or  other  valuable  consideration,  on  pretence  of  Khuzana,  Abwab, 
Niizarana,  or  Bhet,  or  otherwise,  from  any  Zemindar,  Putteedar  or  farmer  of  the 
Baid  Pergunnah  (or  Mehal)  nor  knowingly  allow  any  person  under  me  to  exact 
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collect,  or  accept  of  any  guch  Bums,  or  considerations,  and  if  I  do,  either  myself 
exact,  collect  or  accept  or  knowingly  allow  any  other  person  employed  under  me 
80  to  receive  any  money  or  other  valuable  consideration  as  aforesaid,  save  and 
excepting  the  public  revenue  alone,  as  above  specified,  I  shall  become  Udhermeo 
and  be  besides  dismissed  with  disgrace,  and  be  further  obliged  to  pay  double  tho 
amount  of  such  undue  appropriations,  whether  made  by  myself,  or  by  others 
with  my  knowledge. 

I  have  therefore  written  these  few  lines  as  an  engagement,  dated  tho 
of  in  the  year  of  Christ. 

To  be  witnessed  by  the  Canoongoes  of  the  Per- 


1 0  be  witnessed  by  the  Canoongoes  of  the  Per- )  „.       , 
gunnah.  |  Signed' 


Particulars  of  the  10  years'  Jumma. 
For  1197  Rupees 
For  1108  ditto 
For  1199  ditto 
For  1300  ditto 
For  1201  ditto 
For  1202  ditto 
For  1203  ditto 
For  1204  ditto 
For  1205  ditto 
For  1206  ditto 
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The  following  form  of  agreement  was  framed  to  bo  entered  into  by  the 
Raj  Koomars, 

Whereas  it  has  become  known  to  the  Government  of  the  Hon'ble  English 
East  India  Company  that  we  of  the  tribe  of  Raj  Koomars  do  not  suffer  our  (emal« 
children  to  live,  and  whereas  this  is  a  great  crime  as  mentioned  in  the  Brchem 
Bywurt  Pooran,  where  it  is  said  that  killing  even  a  Foetus  is  as  criminal  as  kil- 
ling a  Brahmin  and  that  for  killing  a  female  or  woman,  the  punishment  is  to  suffer  f 
Female  Infanticide.  ^^  ^^^  Nurk  or  Hell  called  Kal  Sootoor  for  as  many   | 

Vide  page  151.  years  as  there  are  hairs  on  that  female's  body,  and  that  I 

afterwards  that  person  shall  be  bom  again  and  successively  become  a  leper  J 
and  be  afflicted  with  the  Zukhma,  and  whereas  the  British  Government  in  | 
India,  whose  subjects  we  are,  have  an  utter  detestation  of  such  murderous  prac-  | 
tices  and  we  do  ourselves  acknowledge  that  although  customary  among  us  it  is   * 
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highly  sinful ;  we  do  tLerefore  hereby  agree  not  to  commit  any  longer  such  detest- 
able acts,  and  any  among  ns  who  (which  God  forbid)  shall  be  hereafter  guilty  there- 
of, or  shall  not  bring  up  and  get  our  daughters  married,  to  the  best  of  our  abilities 
among  those  of  our  caste,  shall  be  expelled  from  our  tribe,  and  we  shall  neither 
cat  or  keep  society  with  such  person  or  persons  besides  suffering  hereafter  tiie 
punishments  denounced  in  the  above  Pooran,  and  Sashtra. 

We  have  therefore  entered  into  this  agreement. 


APPENDIX  G. 


14th  November  1789,  to  ^he  following  letter  is  written  to  the  Acting 

the  Acting  Resident  at  Luck-     ■»>     •  j 

now,  respecting  the  disputes      Resident  at  Lucknow. 

and  survey  towards  and  fixing 

the  limits  on   the  Jonnpore  ^q 

aide  with  the  Nawab  Vissier's  ' 

subjects. 

Vide  page  151. 


GEORGE  JOHNSTONE,  Esq., 

Acting  Resident  at  Hie  Vizier's  Court. 


Sib, 


On  account  of  the  many  disputes  that  happen  on  our  borders,  more 
especially  towards  Jounpore  side  with  the  Nawab  Vizier's  subjects,  it  has  long 
been  an  object  with  the  British  Government  to  ascertain  and  mark  out  tlte  res- 
pective limits  in  such  manner  as  to  leave  as  little  occasion  as  possible  for  future 
contention  or  inroads  on  the  part  of  the  turbulent  classes  of  Natives  inhabiting 
both  sides  of  that  part  of  the  frontier.  With  this  view  principally  Mr.  Wilford,  an 
engineer  oflScer,  has  been  sent  up  to  make  a  general  survey  of  the  Zemindaree  and 
more  especially  to  lay  down  the  boundary  in  question,  and  I  know  it  is  his  Lord- 
ship's earnest  desire  that  his  Excellency  would  co-operate  in  the  last  mentioned 
object  so  as  to  give  the  utmost  eflBcacy  to  it  and  bring  it  to  an  effectual  and  satis- 
factory conclusion,  for  which  purpose,  if  he  has  not  yet  addressed  his  Excellency, 
he  no  doubt  will  do  so  very  shortly.  But  as  in  the  mean  time  the  season  is 
elapsing  I  am  sure  his  Lordship  will  heartily  approve  if  you  can  on  this  intima- 
tion procure  the  Nawab's  full  assent  and  cordial  concurrence  to  the  measure  and 
obtain  a  respectable  Ameen  as  a  Commissioner  on  his  part  to  meet  Mr.  Wilford 
at  Jounpore  whither  he  and  I  are  proceeding  immediately  to  assist  at  the  ascer- 
tainment and  demarcation  of  the  line  of  boundary. 

Wherever  any  part  of  the  boundary  is  disputed,  I  conceive  that  the  deci- 
sion on  such  points  may  be  left  to  the  arbitration  of  the  Canoogoes  or  a  few  of 
the  most  respectable  of  the  natives  on  each  side  by  whose  award  Lieutenant 
Wilford  may  be  instructed  to  abide,  but  on  this  subject  his  Excellency's  senti- 
ments should  also  be  requested  and  attended  to  and  yon  may  assure  him  that  as 
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far  as  regards  our  side  of  the  question  we  shall  endeavour  to  act  with  such  « 
liberality  as  I  hope  he  will  be  satisfied  with. 

As  since  the  Resident  has  been  in  this  quarter  of  the  country,  he  has,  by 
his  correspondence  with  Khaja  Ameddeen,  the  Nawab  Vizier's  Arail  of  Azimgurh 
and  with  the  said  Amil's  Deputy  at  Deo  Gunge  Imam  Ali  found  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  same  Ryots  cultivating  on  both  sides  of  the  frontiers  is  the  cause 
of  much  trouble  and  disputes  from  the  mutual  claims  thus  possessed  against 
them  by  both   Governments,  it  is  made  a  general   rule  and  notification  to  all  the 

Amils  on  this  side  of  the  frontier  for  observance   that 
General  rule  to  prevent  the  ,  x-      i      •     *•  ^  i-     n         ,     _  .     . 

Company's  Ryots  on  the  fron.    ^^°"   practice  be  in  future  disallowed  of,  and  that  m 

N^wLb  Vi^i^l"''countr  ^^    respect  to    whosoever  of  the   Ryots  on  the  Company's 

side  shall  after  one  month  posterior  to  this  regulation 

continue  to  cultivate  also  in  the  Nawab  Vizier's  country,  such  Ryots  shall  not  be 

allowed  to  continue  their  cultivation  on  this  side. 

A  letter  is  written  to  Khaja  Ameddeen  to  inform  him  of  the  above  regula- 
Communication    of    this    tion  and  to  invite  him  to  enforce  it  on  his  side.  This  rule 

rule  made  to  the  Nawab  Vi-    cannot  of  course  effect   proprietors  of  land  who  may 

Eier's  A  mil  of  Azimgurh.  "^ 

possess  estates  in  both  countries,  but  only  those  Ryots 

called  Cutcba  or  who  cultivate  as  Paykasht  Ryots  on  either  side  of  the  boun- 
dary. 

I  hope  the  Nawab  will  not  delay  dispatching  his  Agent  and  that  he  may  be 
a  well-informed  and  respectable  man.  It  is  my  intention,  if  his  Excellency  ap- 
prove thereof  to  appoint  Lieutenant  Wilford  on  the  part  of  the  Company  to  act 
in  concert  with  the  Agent  from  the  Nawab  and  iustruct  him  to  cause  a  furrow  or 
trench  to  be  dug  all  along  the  line  of  frontier  and  Augusta  seed  to  be  sown 
therein,  which  will  soon  form  a  lasting  bound-hedge,  and,  with  stones  to  be  fixed 
therein  at  a  distance  of  a  coss  from  each  other,  may,  I  hope,  preserve  the  intend- 
ed demarcation  and  prevent  in  future  the  trouble,  clamour  and  bloodshei  which 
are  now  and  have  so  long  been  existing  evils  more  especially  in  this  part  of  the 
two  contiguous  territories.  The  Nawab's  ageut  should,  I  think,  be  directed  to 
proceed  with  Mr.  Wilford,  who  is  a  most  intelligent,  moderate  and  well-disposed 
Engineer  ofi&cer  and  now  employed  on  a  survey  of  this  district  (all  along  the 
line  of  boundary)  from  the  Gogra  by  which  means  the  demarcation  may,  I  think 
be  complete  in  the  course  of  this  season,  and  as  there  are  some  detached  and  small 
places  or  villages  on  both  sides  which  are  surrounded  with  the  territories  of 
Government,  I  would  propose  that  the  Nawab's  agent  and  Mr.  Wilford  be  in- 
structed to  propose  for  the  approbation  of  both  Government  an  equitable  inter- 
change of  all  such  inconsiderable  spots  so  as  to  form  as  regular  line  of  frontier  as 
possible  with  as  little  as  may  be  of  the  present  inconvenient  admixture  of  the  two 
Jurisdictions. 

Ou  these  principles  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  get  instructions  drawn  out 
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for  the  Nawab's  agent  and  the  sooner  he  is  despatched  the  better,  as  the  season 
is  elapsing. 

For  your  further  informatiou  on  this  subject,  I  enclose  a  statement  of  the 
duties  collected  and  stations  established  by  the  Company  in  Deo  Gunge  up  to  the 
end  of  March  1 788  as  taken  by  me  from  the  then  existing  system  and  public  ac- 
counts. All  these  duties  are  now  and  have  for  some  months  past  been  usurped  by 
the  Nawab's  Amils  for  the  land  of  that  place.  The  Company  ought  not  to  sur- 
render its  rights  to  these  collections  by  allowing  them  to  be  made  by  any  othe' 
power,  but  these  articles  may  with  propriety  enter  into  the  exchange  that  may 
prove  necessary  for  the  proposed  boundary. 


APPENDIX  H.    . 


The  Resident  taking  into  consideration,  that  much  of  the  accuracy  of  the 

present  general  intended  Mofussil  Bundobust  of  the 
Resident's  proceedings  da-  ^  ^      ,  ,  ,  i       ,  ,>  , 

ted  22nd  December  1789.         country    must    depend    on   the   10  years     accounts 

Vide  page  159.  of  t^e  Mofussil   Tushkhees,   as   delivered  in   by  the 

Canoongoes,  and  upon  the  fair  deahng  of  the  Canoongoes  and  the  Amib  in  the 
details  of  the  settlement : — 

It  is  ordered  that  in  each  Pergunnah  or  Mehal,    whether  to  be  settled  on 
a  10  or  4  years'  Bundobust,  the  Canoongoes  be  required 

Declarations  to  be  signed    ^^  g-      ^j^^  5  following  written  declarations  :— 
bj  Canoongoes  and  Amils.  "  ^ 

1st.  We  Canoongoes 

of  the  Pergunnah  or  Mehal 

do  give  in  writing  to  Government  and  do  declare  upon  our  faith  and  conscience 
that  the  10  years'    Mofussil  Tuskhees  accounts   which  we  have  delivered  to  the 

amount,  on  the  whole,  of  Rupees ^for  the  Pergunnah  or  Mehal  of 

is,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  just  and  accurate,  and  comprehends  both  the 
Assil  and  Abwab  existing  in  each  of  those  successive  years,  and  we  have  neither 
concealed  nor  misstated  any  thing  therein  as  far  as  we  are  acquainted,  and  if  it 
be  proved  that  we  have,  we  shall  therefore  become  Adhurm,  or  without  Dhurm 
or  religion,  and  also  infallibly  forfeit  our  offices  and  be  incapable  of  ever  serving 
the  Company  again  in  our  present  capacity. 

N.  B.  This  agreement  is  to  be  executed  before  each  Mofussil  settlement 
is  entered  upon. 

2nd.  We  Canoongoes 
of  the  Mehal  or  Pergunnah  of  whereas 
the  Mofussil  settlement  for -years  of  the  Pergunnah  or  Mehal  of—. 
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hath  been  made  to  the  amount  of  Rupees- for  the  period  of  such  settle- 
ment, with  our  concurrence,  upon  our  opinions  and  estimates  of  the  present  Jay- 
dad  or  funds  in  each  person's  lands  as  consistng  of  the  Assil  and  Abwab  up  to  the 
Fuslee  year  1187,  estimated  upon  the  Hal  Basil  or  present  cultivation,  with  a 
reasonable  surplus  left  to  the  Zemindars  or  farmer  : — We  do  therefore  give  in 
writing  to  Government  and  do  declare  upon  our  faith  and  conscience  that  we 
know  of  no  undue  favor  or  severity  in  the  several  Jaydads  which  we  have  de- 
livered and  on  wliich  this  year's  settlement  and  that  of  the  following  years  are 
formed,  and  if  such  be  proved  upon  us  or  that  any  great  inequalities,  favor  or 
severity  shall  appearand  be  ascertained  to  exist  in  the  said  Bundobust,  we  shall 
thereon  become  Adhurm,  besides  infallibly  forfeiting  our  offices  and  being  inca- 
pable of  ever  serving  the  Honorable  Company  in  the  capacity  of  Canoongoes  in 
all  time  to  come. 

N.  B. — Although  this  2nd  writing  is  to  be  signed  after  the  settlement, 
yet  the  Canoongoes  are  to  be  apprized  of  its  purport  before  they  begin  to  give  in 
the  Jaydads,  or  proceed  to  assist  in  the  settlement,  that  they  may  be  on  their 
guard  accordingly. 

The  following  engagement  is  also  to  be  taken  from  the  Amils  whose  leases 
have  4  years  to  expire. 

I  Amil  of  the  Pergunnah  or  Mehal  of  whereas 

the  Mofussil  Tushkhees  of  the  Mehal  imder  my  Tahud  hath  in  reference  to  the 
Jumma  payable  to  Government  and  the  actual  Jaydad  arising  from  the  Assil 
and  Abwab  up  to  1117  Fuslee,  (according  to  the  opinions  and  estimates  for  each 
separate  Cabooleeut  of  the  Canoongoes),  been  fixed  as  follows  : — 


for 

1187 

Rs. 

for 

1188 

Es. 

for 

1189 

Rs. 

for 

1190 

Rs. 

Total  for  4  ycaas  ;  — 

I  do  hereby  declare  upon  my  faith  and  conscience  that  exclusive  of  the- 
above  sums  I  know  of  no  others  directly  or  indirectly  contracted  to  be  received' 
by  me,  or  by  my  agents  under  me.  I  promise  that  I  will  neither  demand  or 
collect,  nor  allow  to  be  demanded  or  collected  anything  more  than  the  Jumma 
thus  established  according  to  the  Pottahs  for  each  Zemindar,  Putteedar,  and  far- 
mier's  lands  which  have  passed  under  my  seal  and  an  English  number  and  signa- 
ture, and  should  T  fail  in  this  agreement  or  have  concealed  any  part  of  the  Jay-, 
dad  I  have  to  collect,  or  make  or  allow  to  be  made  with  my  knowledge  or  privity 
any  demands  either  of  Assil,  Abwab,  Nuzerana,  Bhet  or  on  any  other  pretence 
whatosever,  over  and  above  the  annual  sums  stipulated  as  above  to  be  paid  by, 
the  Pottahs  and  Cabooleeuts,  I  shall  forfeit  ray  Phurm  together  with  the  remaiur 
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der  of  ray  lease,  and  losing  also  tho  favor  of  Government,  I  sluiU  become  liable  to 
Such  punishment  as  may  be  inflicted,  besides  paying  as  a  fine,  in  the  first  instance 
the  double  of  what  I  may  have  thus  over-collected  or  allowed  to  be  so,  as  afore- 
said. 

It  is  here  recorded  that  the  best  accounts  have  been  hitherto  received 

„.,,,„  ,.  from  the  various  Pergunnahs  of  the  opportune  fall  of 

Resident  8  Proce  edings  °  ^'^ 

d»t«l  4th  July  1789  (vide     rain   and  of  the  successful  progress  of  the  cultivation 

"^®       ■'  in  all  parts,  with  the  exception  of  Budohce,  the  Raja's 

Jagheer,  where  it  is  said  there  has  been  yet  little  or  no  rain,  neitlier  are  the  Ryots 

there  so  well  treated  by  the  Raja's  officers  as  to  excite  them  much  to  cultivation. 

The  rains  were  at  first  a  little  backward  in  the  districts  farmed  by  tho 
Amils  of  Jounpoor  and  Ghazeepoor,  but  from  each  of  those  persons  the  Resident 
has  within  these  two  or  three  days  received  the  most  flattering  accounts,  that  the 
rain  has  proved  propitious,  and  that  the  cultivation  is  going  successfully  on. 

For  the  rest  tho  Resident  has  not  thought  fit  to  appoint  Ameens,  as  last 
year,  in  every  Pergunnah  to  encourage  the  cultivation,  as  in  the  Mehals  which 
are  leased  for  five  years  it  is  certainly  not  only  umiecessary,  but  might  reflex  and 
retard  the  efforts  which  the  said  five  years'  Amils  will,  inspu-ed  by  their  own  in- 
terest, sufficiently  exert  for  the  promotion  of  the  cultivation,  as  already  satisfactori- 
ly enough  appears  from  the  progress  they  are  making ;  nor  do  all  the  Pergunnah 
leased  for  only  one  year  require  Ameens  at  the  present  season,  because  many  of 
them  are  held  by  substantial  Amils  who,  knowing  they  run  no  risk  of  being 
changed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  will  from  similar  motives  with  five  years'  farmers 
encourage  and  promote  the  cultivation  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 

To  some  districts  the  Resident  hag  however  appointed  Ameens,  or  autho- 
rized their  agents  there  before  employed  to  act  in  that  capacity,  for  issuii^  the 
ensuing  year's  Pottahs  and  promoting  the  cultivation. 

The  names  of  these  Pergunnahs  and  Ameens  are  as  follows : — 

Itt.  Pbrgunnah  of  Ehbbged.  Omer  Singh,  for  the  reason  above  recorded, 

2nd  Pergdnnah  OP  Kurbn-         Ram  Singh,  because  there  will  be  a  new  set- 
DBH,  tlementin  it  from  1197. 

Zrd.  Pebqunnah  of  Mujbh-  Bui wunt  Singh,  because  the  Zemindar  and. 

WAH.  renter,  Philwan  Singh,  fell  in  arrears  and  there 

was  some  suspicion  that  he  would  be  unabte-to 
make  good  his  engagements  which  have  this  year 
proved  larger  in  proportion  than  his  Mofussil 
settlement,   but   these  difficulties  are  now  all 
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happily  obviated,  or  in  a  fair  way  of  being  so, 
through  fhe  Ameen's  assistance  and  other  fair 
and  available  helps  lately  procured  through  Ba- 
boo Ous:in  Singh,  the  Zemindar. 

ith.  Pbrgunnah    of   Dhoos.  Takooray  Bukshoo  Singh,  because,  as  the  ren- 

ter will  lose  this  year  by  the  performance  of  his 
engagements,  he  will  not  of  course  renew  the 
same  on  similar  terms.  * 

6th.  Pergonnah  of   Kurna-  Muneear  Sing,        ditto. 

Di  URT. 

6</».  Pergunnah  of  Aqoree  Takooray  Durbar  Singh.  He  has  been  there 

AND  BuRHUR.  all  the  year,  because  the  Resident  was  afraid  to 

trust  entirely  to  Raja  Adil  Sah's  exertions. 

The  Resident  means  this  year  to  make  some  small  advances  of  Tuccavee 
in  the  Mehals  which  are  not  rented  for  a  term  of  years,  not  doubting  but  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  will  approve  thereof  as,  in  fact,  it  is  no  loss  to  Gov- 
ernment and  a  very  great  advantage  to  this  country. 


"  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  settlement  of  the  Pergunnah   Ma- 
2nd  Assistant    on   Depu-    J®^^*  ^^  completed  at  rather  less  than  the  Canoongoe's 

tation,    to  Resident,    16th     estimate  (Doul),  but  by  what  information  I  have  pro- 
March  1790. 

cured  of  the  real  Jaydad  of  the  Pergunnah  (viz.  1197 

Settlement  of  Mujehwa.        Fuslee  Rs.  56,938  8-6,   1198  Fuslee  Rs.  60,234-14-3, 

1199Fuslee  Rs.  62,819-14-3,  1200  Fuslee  Rs.  65,392-2-3,)  you  will  observe   that 

Philwan  Sing's  Sudder  Jumma  is  very  high,  but  I  cannot  help  saying  his  conduct 

has  not  merited  favour,  though  I  chiefly  lay  the  blame  on  Goordut  Sing  and  Zalim 

Sing  in  whose  debt  he  is,  and  who  draw  different  ways,   so  that  there  are  three 

masters  in  this  Pergunnah.   Lest  this  should  affect  the  revenues  of  Grovemment, 

or  that  any  of  the  collections  should  be  first  appropriated  to  the  liquidation  of 

Philwan  Sing's  debts  to  the  abovementioned  people,    1  beg  leave  to  recommend 

the  appointment   of   a   Sezawul  on  the  part  of  Government   for  the  next  four 

months ;  and  should  you  have  no  person  with  you  fit  for  that  purpose  I  will,  with 

your  permission,  appoint  a  man  called    Mukund  Ram  whose  conduct  in  former 

similar  situations  induces  me  to  think  him  a  proper  person.     The  accounts  of  the 

settlement  will  be  forwarded  to  you  in  two  or  three  days." 

"  I  have  now  the  honor  to  send  you  the  Settlement  of  this  Pergunnah 
17th  March  1790.  Letter    with  the  Ikrars  signed,  and  Register  of  the  Pottahs 

Jr ofdep'urtron.lo^Rt!:  ^  ^^^^  ««*^-g  '^  ^^^  ^o  my  letter  of  yesterday  but 

dent.  that   I   think   the  Zemindars  of  this   Pergunnah   are 

Vide  page  164.  .            ,          ,                    ,                    •        j     .u    i.  r    j 

Settlement  of  Mujehwa.  very  quiet  and  good  men,  and  am  convinced,  that  nact 
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not  been  for  some  interference  of  Plulwan  Sing,  the  renter,  and  Ooordnt  Sing  and 
Zalim  Sing,  two  Zemindars,  and  creditors  of  the  former,  the  settlement  would 
have  been  completed  long  ago" 

"The  following  is  the  Canoongoe's  Doul,  and  apparently  ajast  one. 

1197  Fuslee.  1198  Fuslee.  1199  Fuslee.  12oOFu6lee. 


Rs.  59,015    0    9        Rs.  61,692     12  Rs.  64,439     12        Rs.  67,169 

Average  of  the  10  preceding  years  Rs.  65,175     4     1 

Sndder  Jumma  as  settled  last  year. 

1197  Fuslee.           1198  Fuslee.  1199  Fuslee.             1200  Fuslee. 


Rs.  55,000  Rs.  59,000  Rs.  62,000  Rs.  65,000 


Doul  of  the  Amanut  Mehals  for  1197,  Mai,     ...         ...      12,463  12     0 

Perjwute  orKhana  Shumary,  or 
12th  August  1790,  vide      y^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  .^  ^^^  ^.^.^  ^^ 

Benares  and  suburbs,  ...         ...        1,309     7     9 


Total  of  land  rental,        ...      13,773    3    9 
Adding  Sewaee  viz.  Abkaree,    .«         ...        2,224     2     9 


Am»nut  Mehala  and  Teek-  Khergy,         ...  4     5     0 

r«e. 


2,228     7 


Total, 16,001   11     6 


Deducting  Dehyek  in  the  Mai  and  Per- 
jwute,             1,377     4    9 

Bhuray  (I)  @  1-8-0  per  cent., 185  14     9 


1.563     3     6 


Remaining  payable  Jumma,     ...         ...  14,438     8     0 

The  same  for  all  the  following  nine  years.  ■  ■ 

The  Amanut  Mehal  consisted  up  to  the 
end  of  1195,  Ist,  of  the  villages  the  payable  or 
realizable  Jumma  of  which,  as  above  stated,  is,  14,438     8    0 

And  2ndly,  of  the  Talooka  of  Tikeree 
of  which  the  settlement  (as  entered  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  9th  of  March  last)  amounts,  (after 
deducting  the  Dehyek  and  half  Bhuray  for  char- 
ges of  collection),  this  year  to, ...  6,365     4     9 

Total     20.803  12     9 
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In  the  year  1195  the  gross  Jumma  of 
these  Mehals  or  villages  was, 24,419  13    0 

Together  with  Abkaree  &c.,  which  is 
necessary  to  be  added  to  form  a  comparative 
view  With  the  above,  although  not  annexed  to 
the  Mai  in  1195  but  inserted  in  the  accounts  of 
the  Customs,      ...         1,813    0    0 


26,232  13    0 


Deducting  Ewuz  Mujray    of  1195  Rs.        1,861     0    0 
together  with  the  villages  of  Kurendeh,  (which 
is  held  free),  the  Jumma  of  which  was  according 
to  the  accounts  of  that  year  brought  to  credit 
and  then  written  off  as  expended,        ...         ...  903  12    0 


Remainder  or  collectable  Jumma  of  1195, 

Collected  (exclusive  of  the  above  ficti- 

tious,         903  12     0) 

Mai,        

19,937  12     5 

Kulwaree  or  Abkaree, 

1,813    0    0 

2,764  12    0 

»      ■■         I  m 

23,468     1     0 


21,750  12    5 

Balance,        ...        1,717    4    7 

N.  B. — The  above  Jumma  and  collections  of  the  Mai  for  1195  contained 
411  Rupees  2  ans.  9  Pie  of  Kulwaree  or  Abkaree  separate  from  the  above  1,813  Rs. 
which  last  is  the  Kulwaree  of  the  City),  and  this  last  fund  is  collected  at  the 
rates  of  2,3  and  4  feloos,  and  whoever  paid  or  pays  3  feloos  to  the  Amecn  or  to  the 
public  revenue  pays  2  to  the  Kutwal  of  the  city  under  the  Nawab  as  Magistrate, 
and  2  to  the  owner  of  the  ground  on  which  is  his  shop. 

The  expense  of  collecting  the  above  sum  amounted  in  1194  and  1195  to 
5,605-15-0,  which  being  deducted  from  the  above  21,760-12-5  leaves  nett  realized 
revenue  only  16,144-13-5.  With  a  view  to  save  the  greater  part  of  this  last  stated 
expense  to  Government  as  well  as  to  simplify  the  public  accounts,  the  collections 
of  the  Amanut  Mehals  or  landed  revenue  of  those  called  the  Amanut  villages 
were  separated  from  that  of  the  Custom  house  of  Benares,  (with  which  they  had 
hitherto  remained,  blended),  and  the  latter  only  continued  to  ChumputJRay,  whilst 
the  collection  of  the  land  revenue  was  committed  to  Gholam  Yacoob,  the  Canoon- 
goe,  to  whom  there  was  allowed  for  the  charges  of  collection  in  1196  the  sum  of 
1,999-0-10,  thus  saving  3,606-5-0,  besides  paying  out  of  the  said  1,999-10-2, 
Sudder  charges  hitherto  paid  separately  as  follows  ; — 
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To  the  vratchmen  at  Dr.  Balfour's  Bungalow  at  the  rate  of 
15  Rupees  per  mensem,    ...         ...         ...         ...         •••         •••  180    0     0 

To  the  charitable  allowance  to  the  sweeper  or  guardian  of 
the  tomb  of  Sheikh  Ali  Huzeem  at  9  Tersoolee  Rupees  per  month,         108    0     0 


Total        ...  238    0    0 

Tlie  above  saving  will  appear  more  clearly  from  the  fol- 
lowing particulars. 

Assessment  of  the  Amanut  Mehals  for  1196  or  last  year  : — 

1st.  Tikeree  Talooka,  separately  committed  to  the  charge 
of  Ramkisheu  and  for  which  he  was  allowed  no  charges  of  col- 
lection         6,500    0    0 

%id.  Other  Amanut  villages  under  Gholam  Yacoob,  in- 
cluding the  village  and  Abkaree  as  above,  14,209    9    9 


Total  of  Mai,         ...     20,709    9     9 
Add  city  Abkaree,         ...       1,831     0    0 


22,522    9    9 


Deduct. 

1st.    On  account  of  the  Rumna  of  Saadut 

AU  Khan  in  the  Talooka  of  Tikeree 300    0    0 

2nd.    Nankar  of  Gholam  Yacoob,  Canoongoe,  221  15    9 


521  15  9 

Collected,         ...     22,000  10  0 

Deduct  charges  of  collectien,        *      1,999  10  0 

Realized  into  the  Moolky  Treasmy  in  1196,        20,001     0  0 

Do.        Do.  in  1195  as  above, ...     16,U4  13  5 


Resulting  saving  by  the  separation  of  this  Mebal  from 
the  custom.  3,856    2    7 


The  Decennial  settlement,  this  year  concluded,  amounts 

For  Tikeree  (as  per  proceedings  of  the  9th  of  March  last)  to,     7,175  12    0 

For  the  rest  of  the  Amanut  Mehals  (now  placed  under 
the  Raja)  as  above. 16,001  11     6 


Total,        ...    23,177    7    6 
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Which,  on  comparison  with  former  years,  may  be  considered  as  a  favor- 
able Jumma,  the  more  especially  as  the  Canoongoe's  Nankar  is  not  included  there- 
in, being  otherwise  provided  for,  by  being  separated  from  the  village  of  Oolapoor 
which  the  Canoongoe  has  himself  rented  from  the  beginning  of  1196,  after  deduct- 
ing its  Nankar. 

Total  of  the  above  settlement  for  1197,  which  is  exclusive 

of  Mujray,            23,177  7  6 

Do.         Do.        of  1195,            23,468  1  0 

Do.         Do.        of  1196,             22,001  0  0 

The  Raja  requesting  that  the  Amanut  Mehals  under  Benares  might  be 
committed  to  the  collection  of  his  servant  Gyaram  on  his  part ;  this  is  ordered, 
and  Perwannahs  are  issued   accordingly  to  Gholam  Yacoob,  the  Canoongoe,  and 

,  ,  who  is  at  present   collector  of  these   Mehals,   which 

Amanut  Mehals  commit- 
ted to  the  charge  of  the  Raja,  were  from  1196  separated  from  the  collection  of 
dated  7th  February  1790.  chumput  Roy,  the  Ameen,  and  committed  to  the 
Canoongoe  with  a  view  of  saving  in  the  charges  of  collection.  Wherefore  it  is 
now  noticed  to  the  Raja  by  a  letter  that  this 
Mehal  is  committed  to  him  on  the  condition  of  his 
paying  the  fixed  revenue  thereon  without  occasioning  any  greater  chai'ge  than 
that  of  last  year,  when  it  was  under  the  Canoongoe. 

The  medium  Jumma  of  the  Talooka  of  Tikeree  for  the  10  preceding  years 

amounts  to  Rs.  8,220-10-6  and  that  now  settled  for  1 200 
10    years'    settlement  of  T.'-oi^iortL-        r>     n^ii^/^i 

the  Talooka  of  Tikeree.  Vide     Fuslee  COmes  to   Rs.  7,315-13-0  bemg  Ks.  904-14-0  less 

page  164.  ^jj^^j^  ^^^  former.     This  decrease  is  attributed  to  the 

alienation  of  no  less  than  378  Beegahs  of  land  (belonging  to  this  Talooka)  for 
the  Nawab  Sadut  Ali  Khan's  Rumna,  occasioning  thereby  a  loss  of  Revenue  to 
the  amount  of  Rs.  726-6-0  according  to  the  Putwary's  report.  Besides  the  above, 
the  lands  which  are  close  to  the  Rumna,  are  often  Uftadah  or  fallow,  as  the 
Ryots  declare  they  would  be  losers  if  they  cultivated  them,  as  the  Deer  of  the 
Rumna  would  eat  up  and  destroy  the  produce,  and  even  those  more  distantly 
situated  and  which  are  in  good  order  sufi"er  greatly  from  the  same  cause,  and  the 
Ryots  are  obliged  to  put  up  with  the  loss  they  occasion  as  they  are  not  authorized 
to  shoot  or  kill  any  of  the  Deer.  To  these  causes  and  others  of  a  similar  nature 
the  deciease  above  stated  is  ascribed  by  the  Putwary  &c. 


The   Resident,   intending  to  make  a  10  years'  settlement  with  the  land 

holders  or  proprietors  of  this  Talooka,  called  on  the 

22Dd  November  1789.  ^  r  -x  j.      j  i-  t  i.    *  al  e 

Canoongoe  of  it  to  deliver  in  a  list  of  the  names  of 

the  present  representatives  of  the   former  Zemindars,  and   to  specify  euch   of 

them  as  had  a  right  to  have  a   10  years'   settlement 
Settlement    of      Talooka  ,        ..,    ,,         i      ,      •  -^i        xl  i 

Jhaloopore.  now  made  with  them  by  having,   either  themselves  or 

Vide  page  167.  ^j^gj,.  relatives,  held  possession  at  a  time  since   the 
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Company's  last  acquisition  of  the  sovereignty  of  Benares,  according  to  the  li- 
mitation to  that  effect  passed  by  the  Governor  General  in  Council  as  published 
in  the  circular  order  of  the  30th  of  June  last. 

To  this  requistion  Gholam  Yacoob,  the  Canoongoe  of  Jalhoopoor,  delivers 
in  the  following  answer  : — 

In  11 S9  Fuslee  Sheo  Laul  Sing  rented  Jalhoopoor  Khas  and  gave  a 
Cabooleeut  for  it. 

In  1192  Sheo  Laul  Sing  also  rented  the  same  place. 

In  1195  Bhunsee  Sing  Sheo  laul's  relation  also  rented  the  same  place. 

In  1196  Bulraje  Sing  Zemindar  of  Mustaffabad  rented  that  village.  All  the 
others  are  dispossessed  ever  since  Bulwuut  Singh's  time. 

On  consideration  of  the  above  answer  the  Resident,  however  much  he 
regrets  the  disappointment  of  those  representatives  of  the  former  land  holders 
of  this  Talooka  of  Jalhoopoor,  who  expected  to  be  reinstated  on  the  present 
occasion,  cannot  exeeed  his  present  powers  in  allowing  any  of  them  but  Sheo 
laul  and  Bulraje's  possession,  at  least  till  further  orders. 

He  therefore  directs  that  the  settlement  for  10  years  being  made  (as  it 
now  is)  with  the  said  Sheo  Laul  and  Bulraje  for  Jalhoopoor  Khas  and  MustaflFa- 
poor  at  the  Jumma  specified  in  the  last  column  of  the  10  years'  statement  here- 
under recorded.  All  the  other  Mehals  will  remain  Khas  and  be  held  in  charge 
by  the  Canoongoe  aforesaid  till  the  state  of  the  old  or  former  Zemindars  be 
further  considered  and  determined  on  by  Government. 

The  rental  of  Jalhoopoor  or  the  amount  that  will  be  realized  from  it  for 
the  current  year  remains  of  course  unascertained,  excepting  as  far  as  regards 
Sheo  Laul  and  Bulraje  Zemindars  till  further  orders,  but  in  the  me  intime  the 
Canoongoe,  Gholaum  Yacoob,  will  collect  and  be  held  responsible  for  the  full 
proper  amount  of  them. 

For  the  rest  Sheo  Laul  and  Bulraje  have  entered  into  a  separate  engage- 
ment stipulating  (exclusive  of  their  Cabooleeut  which  is  exactly  according  to  the 
form  entered  on  the  20th  Instant)  that  they  obtain  their  lease  and  confirmation 
of  their  Zemindaree  right,  subject  to  all  claims  to  be  tried  in  the  Moolky  Adawlut 
and  Court  of  Appeal  of  other  persons  against  them,  either  altogether  to  reject 
them  or  to  become  partners  with  them ;  which  separate  agreement  is  to  be  en- 
tered into  by  all  persons  with  whom  1 0  years'  settlement  shall  be  made. 
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As  in  the  last  instructions  with  which  I  have  been  furnished  relatrve 

to  the  proposed  permanent  settlement  of  Benares,  I 

Council.  ^^  directed  to  apply  for  such  further  information  as 

23rd  November  1739.  my  progress  may  point  out  to  be  necessary,  I  find  it 

RegardiDgTalookaJalhoo-       /     ^       .  ^  ,      .  ,  ,.^ 

poor.  already   incumbent   on  me  to  submit  one  general  diffi- 

Vide  page  156.  p^j^  ^j^j^jj  ^jjj  operate  more  or  less  throughout  the 

settlement  and  relative  to  which  I  am  therefore  anxious  to  obtain  as  speedily  a3 
possible  a  i-ulo  for  my  guidance. 

This  difficulty  is  founded  on  the  very  general  dispossession  of  the  former 
village  Zemindars  in  the  time  of  Raja  Bulwunt  Singh  ;  in  view  to  which  and  to 
the  present  Raja's  natural  repugnance  to  see  them  or  their  descendants  restored, 
your  Lordship  issued  an  order  or  regulation  on  the  11th  of  April  1788  limiting 
the  admission  of  claims  to  be  restored  to  Zemindarees  to  those  who  liave  been 
dispossessed  posterior  to  the  Ist  of  July  1775,  and  declaring  that  no  claims  found- 
ed upon  dispossession  prior  to  that  date  should  be  attended  to. 

This  rule  was  communicated  in  course  to  Raja  Mchipnarain  the  present 
paramount  Zemindar  of  the  province,  and  in  reference  to  it,  I  issued  on  the 
30th  of  June  last  the  notification  of  which  a  copy  accompaincd  also  my  address 
of  the  2nd  of  October  which  lias  already  passed  under  the  Board's  inspection. 

Having  since  my  return  from  my  Presidency  begun  to  proceed  on  the 
10  years'  settlement,  the  first  district  I  entered  on  was  the  Talooka  of  Jalhoopoor 
in  which  although  there  be  a  number  of  villages  and  subdivisions,  yet,  out  of  a 
number  of  claimants  to  reinstatement,  on  the  general  plea  of  being  either  direct  or 
collateral  heirs  of  those  village  Zemindars  dispossessed  by  Bulwunt  Sing,  I 
could  only  find  two  persons  with  whom  under  the  most  liberal  construction  of 
your  Lordship's  limitation  and  of  my  own  consequent  publication,  I  could  form 
a  settlement,  or  in  any  shape  admit  to  the  rights  of  Zemindars  under  the  exis- 
ting regulations  of  Government.  I  was  therefore  forced  to  extend  the  10  years' 
Zemindaree  settlement  in  this  Talooka  no  further  than  to  the  two  parties  above 
mentioned,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Mehal,  being  about  a  fourfifth  proportion 
thereof,  remains  Khas,  or  uufarmed  and  unsettled ;  the  Canoongoes  of  the  dis- 
trict being  only  commissioned  by  mo  to  realize  from  the  Ryots  the  current  rents 
till  further  orders. 

Meanwhile  as  a  great  object  of  the  10  years'  proposed  settlement  seems 
■with  Government  to  have  been  the  fixing  of  a  settled  revenue  with  the  Zemin- 
dars or  landholders  I  think  it  my  duty  thus  early  to  apprize  your  Lordship  in 
Council  why  such  a  settlement  may  be  less  capable  of  being  effected  within  the 
province  of  Benares  than  in  those  of  Bengal  and  Behar  where  the  landholders 
have  not  so  many  of  them  suffered  dispossession.  At  the  same  time  I  do  not 
mean  to  bo  understood  that  an  equal  defioiency  of  persons  capable  to  become 
Zemindars  will  be  found  in  all  the  other  districts  but  as  this  defect  will  certainly 
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in  some  degree  appear,  and  no  means  at  preaent  exist  of  aupplyiug  it,  I  wish  the 
Board  to  be  fully  apprized  of  the  cause. 

Translation  of  the  Doul  of  tb«  Talooka  Jalhoo- 
3nd  Mirch  1790.  ,     .. 

poor  for  10  years. 

1197  Mai  30,302    8    6 

Khana-shumary  <feo. 222  11     9 

30,524  15    3 
T»looka  Jalhoopoor.  Deducting  Dehyek,  3,052    7    6 

Bhuray  -^12     1     0       3,464    8    6 

Remaining  Government  Revenue,  ...  27,060    6    9 

1198  Mai,  30,450    3    6 

lihana-shumary, 522  11    9    30,672  15    3 

Deducting  Dehyek,  ...         -.         ...      3,067     4    6 

Bhuray 414    1     0       3,481     6     6 

Remaining  Government  Revenue,         ...  27,191     9    9 


1199  Mai,           ...        ...        30,539  6  6 

Khana-shumary             222  11  9    30,761  15     3 

Deducting  Dehyek         3,076  3  0 

Bhuray,              415    4  6      3,491     7    6 

Remaining  Government  Revenue,         .-  27,270    7     9 

1200  Mai,          30,629  3  6 

Khana-shumary  &c.,       222  11  9     32,851  16    3 

Deducting  Dehyek,        .,.         .^        ...  3,085  3  0 

Bhuray, 416  8  0        3,501  11     0 

Remaining  Government  Revenue,        ...  27,850     4     3 

1201  Mai —    -    ...  30,722  3  6 

Khana-shumary  &c.,       222  11  9     80,944  15     3 

Deducting  Dehyek,      3,094  7  6 

Bhuray 417  12  0       3,512     3    6 

Remaining  Government  Revenue,  ...  27,4-32  11     9 

1202  Mai,           ...         .^         30,821  3  6                       ~~ 

Khana-shumary, 222  11  9      3,104  15    8 

Deducting  Dehyek,        3,104  5  6 

Bhuray, 419  1  3       3,523    $    9 

Remaining  Government  Revenue,  ...        27,520    8    9 
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The  same  for  the  remaining  i  years  of  the  10  years'  lease. 

On  the  above  Doul  the  Collectorship  of  this  Talooka  is  given  to  the  Raja 
at  his  request,  having  last  year  been  separated  from  Juggut  Sing's  Mehals  of 
Kutteher  and  Sheopoor  with  the  intention  of  making  a  settlement  for  it  with  the 
native  village  Zemindars  and  allowing  them  to  be  Huzoory,  but  as  this  design 
has  been  frustrated  by  the  Raja's  objecting  to  their  restoration,  the  Resident 
meant  to  have  reannexed  the  Mehal  to  Juggut  Sing's  Amilship  as  before,  but,  as 
within  these  few  days  the  Raja  has  applied  for  it,  the  Resident  has  consented 
thereto  with  a  view  of  gratifying  him,  and  he  has  even  caused  Juggut  Sing  to 
write  a  polite  letter  to  the  Raja  signifying  that,  on  hearing  that  the  Raja  wished 
to  have  Jalhoopoor,  he  (Juggut)  had  willingly  resigned  his  pretentions  to  have 
it  restored  to  him. — It  is  further  to  be  remarked  that  there  is  a  defalcation  of 
about  2,000  Rs.  in  the  Doul  or  gross  amount  of  the  funds  of  Jalhoopoor  on  the 
current,  (torn  what  they  stood  at  iu  the  last  year,  which  is  owing  to  the  following 
circumstance. 

Since  the  year  IIRT  (which  has  by  the  Regulation  of  the  2&th  June  1788 
been  fixed  on  for  the  standard  for  ascertaining  future  rates  of  the  revenue)  2  annaa 
per  Rupee  were  added  to  the  Mai  part  of  all  the  revenue  of  Jalhoopoor,  as  also  to 
that  of  some  villages  iu  Kutteher  &c.  The  Ryots  claimed  List  year  the  reduc- 
tiou  of  these  2  annas  in  conformity  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Regulation 
aforesaid.  As  this  was  nearly  a  singular  case  in  the  country  existing  no  where 
but  in  Gopalapoor  and  kui\tit  and  as  the  reduction  would  last  year  have  occa- 
sioned a  sensible  loss  to  Government  (more  specially  as  the  circumstance  was 
not  attended  to  till  after  the  completion  of  the  settlement)  it  was  not  therefore 
last  year  allowed,  but  the  Ryots  were  promised  a  reduction  from  the  beginning  of 
this  which  reduction  has  now  been  settled  at  1  of  the  2  annas  of  increase.  The 
ryots  being  satisfied  to  let  the  other  stand  as  part  of  their  Jumma.  This  will 
occasion  also  some  defalcation  in  Kutteher. 


The  Raja  requesting  that  the  3.  villages  of  Chetowray,  Deraikoo  and 

Luchraenpoor,  (being  part  of  the  Mutfurukat  villages 

At  Raja's  request  the  Col-    in  Bhoilee)  may  be  placed  under  him  as  lying  conve- 

l^T°^lace8'^are  °  left  with     nient  with  respect  to  his  hereditary    Zemindaree  of 

him.  Gungapoor  are  Kuswar, — the   Resident  readily  agrees 

14th  February  1790.  ^^  ^j^^  proposal  and  those  places  are  accordingly  settled 

^  *  "^^^^      '  as  above  in  the  name  Gujenye  Sing,  the  Gomashta  of 

the  Ranee. 

The  Perguunah  of  Bhoilee  lying  out  of  the  track  of  the  Resident's  circuit 

or  of  those  of  either  of  his  Assistants,  the   Resident 

6th  March  1790.  has    therefore  necessarily  entrusted  its  formation  to 

Yide  pag«  169.  Sheolal  Dobeh,  the  Amil,  and  to  the  Canoongoes  of 
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the  said  Pergunnah,  who  having  brought  up  the  papers  thereof  and  the  parties 

interested  therein,  when  the  Resident  wtw  at  Gopala- 

10    years'  eettleinont  of    pore,  the  Pottahs   were  thereon  issued  on  the  footing 
Pergunnah  Bhoilee.  .  ^  j 

of  a  ten  years    settlement ;  but  as  it  soon  afterwards 

appeared  that  some  persons  claiming  the  right  of  the  old  Zemindaree  had  thereby 

obtained  possession  and  reinstatement  into  certain  villages,  although  they  had 

not  held  the  same  at  any  time  since  1775,  (which  condition  is  by  the  Regulations 

requisite  to  entitle  any  person  to  restoration),  therefore  with  a  view  of  obviating 

any  objections   which  the  Rajah  might  probably  frame  on  the  said  ground,  the 

parties  not  thus  entitled  were  again  summoned  to  this  place  and  the  rights   of 

each  being  by  my  Canoongoe's  reports  ascertained  and  decided  and  the  criterion 

above  enjoined,  the  settlement  was  thereby  completed. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  forward  you  the  settlement  of  this  Pergunnah 
2nd  Assistant  to  Resident,  '^'it^  the  Ikrars  signed  by  the  A  mil  and  Canoongoes 
Dated  19th  February  1790.  and  the  register  of  the  Pottahs  issued  (fee,  and  hope 
Vide  page  170.  it  will  meet  with  your  approbation.  The  Doul  on  which 

the  settlement  was  made  appears  a  very  just  one,  excepting  the  villages  which 
are  the  Zemindaree  of  the  Amil  and  his  brothers,  and  I  think  they  are  underva- 
lued, as  mentioned  in  my  remarks,  but  the  Canoongoes  and  Amil  declared  to  the 
contrary  and  say  that  they  were  before  too  highly  assessed. 


The  Resident  having  entrusted  to   Munnoo  Laul  the  Amil,  (in  whom  he 

places  much  confidence),   the   Mofussil  settlement  of 

28th  February  1790.  Bhugwut  for  the  Sudder  or  Government's   revenue  of 

Vide  page  170.  which  the  said  Munnoo  Laul  has  already  entered  into 

five  years'  engagements  as  long  ago,  as  the  15th  of  December  of  the  year  1788. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  this  settlement,  for  which  the  Resi- 
dent has  here  urged  and  issued  the   Pottahs  attested 
e    emen  o        ugwu  .      ^^  j^.^  initials  (as  usual  in  the  cases  of  the  4  years* 
settlements)  and  under  the  Amil's  seal  and  the  several  parties  having  come  up 
here  with  the  Amil  to  receive  their  respective  Pottahs,  the  same  have  been  distri- 
buted to  them  accordingly.     (Vouchers  are  not  forthcoming) 


I  have  now  the  honor  to  send  you  my  four  years'  settlement  of  this 
2nd  Assistant  to  Resident.  Pergunnah  with  the  Ikrars  signed  <fec.  I  am  sorry  to 
24th  February  1790,  say  that  I  found  a  great  deal  of  waste  land  in  it  and 

Settlement  of  Dhoos.  from  the  want  of  Ryots  a  great  part  of  it  must  still 

Vide  page  170.  remain  so.     The  present  Amil  is  a  very  young  man 

and  having  been  brought  up  to  the  banking  business  is  not  very  \tell  acquainted 
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With  that  of  an  A  mil.  I  am  informed  he  lost  six  thousaud  Kupeos  last  year 
which  hag  much  intimidated  him,  but  as  he  appears  to  be  a  very  willing,  good 
man  and  has  now  more  experience,  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  he  will  do  very  well 
in  future,  you  will  see  by  the  settlement  for  the  present  and  next  year,  that  the 
Doul  on  which  he  entered  into  his  Cabooleeut  for  five  years  was  rather  overrated 
he  first  objected  to  signing  the  Ikrars  without  the  consent  of  his  father,  but  as  I 
told  him  it  was  your  orders  and  that  he  must  either  sign  them  or  resign  the 
Pergunnah  he  immediately  compiled  first  giving  in  a  sowal  which  I  agreed  to  (» 
copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.) 

P.  S.  The  villages  of  Gongara  Joylallpoor  are  not  written  in  the  settle- 
ment as  they  are  Huzoor  collections  and  pay  Sicca  IJupees  601  yearly,  for  wjiicl) 
a  deductiou  is  made  to  the  Amil. 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  ?4th  February  and  approved  of  the 
Resident  to  2ad  Aasiatant,  settlement  you  have  made  for  Dhoos.  In  consideration 
Vide  pageTzo.  °^  ^y^  Kissen  Naik's  loss  of  last  year  I  luade  a  reduce4 

Settlenjeqt  of  Dhoos.  settlement  with  him  for  the  present  as  follows  : — 

The  Jumma  for  last  rear  amoianted  to  fls.        24,506  11     6 

Ditto.        for  this  to  Rs.         22,501     0    0 


Remissiou  granted,  |U.  2,005  11     6 


Upon  this  eo^ditioft  Gopaul  Jye  Naik  entered  this  year  into  a  4  years' 
lease  as  follows  :— 

For        1197  ...         ., Us.  22,501  0  0 

"          1198  ... 23,001  0  0 

1199 ,. 23,001  0  0 

"          1200 24,001  0  0 

These  sums  I  suppose  he  will  continue  to  pay,  notwithstanding  that  he 
may  be  a  loser  during  the  first  and  2^d  years  of  ypi^r  settlement,  since  he  will 
not  be  a  loBer  on  the  4  years,  and  his  losses  for  last  year  did  not  discourage  him 
from  wishing  and  being  very  solicitous  to  retain  it  for  the  present,  besides  thnt 
he  has  in  fact  a  Jaydad  or  additional  fund  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  601  for  the 
Huzoor  Tehseel  village  of  Gungeroh  Jellulpopr  which  does  not  appear  ii^  your 
accouut  of  settlement. 


The  Resident  havin*;  revised  and  ultiinately  approved  of  4  years'  Mofus- 

Febniary  1700.  sil  settlement  as  proposed  by  the  Amil  and  Canoogoes 

wSwarS^  Vouih^.rie  not    ^^  *^®  Pergunnahs  of  Mowye  and  Mohwaree  the  par- 

aa  available.  ticulars  of  the  Same  are  here  recorded. 

Vide  page  171. 
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t  have  now  the  honor  of  enclosinj?  you  my  proceedinj^  on  the  inve«tiga- 

^  ,  .    .         ,   T.    -J    »      tion  of  Door  Siu;;  and   Bhupgut  Sing  with  mv  opinion 
2nd  Assistant  to  Resident.  =>  so  o  .      i 

Proceedtnits  in  Uio   cose  of  what  I  tliink  ought  to  be  done  to  them,  thought  I 

of  DoorSingaudlihuggutof  ^^^^^  ^^^  j  ^j^j^j^  ^^3  punishment  rery  inadequate 
NtrwuB,  dated  4tli  February  ^  j  i 

1790.  to    what  their    litigious    and    troublesome    conduct 

Vide  page  1/1.  deserves.     From  my  private  as  well  as  public  enquiries 

i  am  convinced  that  their  answer  recorded  in  my  proceedings  of  yesterday, 
though  a  very  plausible  one^  is  not  founded  on  truth, 
^^°  ■  but  as  you  will  now  have  the  whole  before  you  in  my 

proceedings  of  the  1st  2nd  and  3rd  instant  together  with  the  papers  I  transmit- 
ted you  on  the  24th  Ultimo,  I  shall  delay  carrying  my  intention  into  execution 
till  they  have  your  approval 

Proceedings  1st  February  1790,   Pergunriah  NirWun,  at  the  Cutcherry. 
Present  Mr.  P.  Treves,  2nd  Assistant  on  deputation, 

Jlr.  Treves  thinks  it  first  necessary  to  observe  that  having  arrived  here 
on  the  30th  in  the  evening  he  sent  for  Door  Sing  and  Bhuggut  and  the  other 
Zemindats  that  are  in  his  guard  for  refractory  conduct  and  contempt  shown  to 
the  Resident's  Chuprasees  who  were  sent  to  fetch  them,  and  other  bad  conduct, 
and  told  them  that  as  he  wished  to  give  them  every  opportunity  of  clearing 
themselves,  he  informed  them  that  he  would  not  investigate  their  cause  till  the 
1st  of  February,  so  that  they  might  have  time  to  send  for  any  witnesses  they 
might  want  to  disprove  the  charges  alleged  against  them  by  the  A  rail,  Canoou- 
goes,  and  Bola  Sing  and  Subraty,  the  Resident's  Chuprasee.  The  prosecutors 
are  likewise  told  the  same,  that  they  may  produce  the  necessary  witnesses  to 
prove  their  charges  on  that  day. . 

Door  Sing  and  Bhuggut  Sing,  the  Amil,  Canoongoes  and  othefs  attending 
Sadanund  Dobeh,  the  Amil  deposes  and  gives  in  writing  that  Door  Sing  and 
Bhuggut  Sing  agreeably  to  the  Resident's  orders  came  with  him  to  the  Fergunnah 
as  friends,  but  that  they  have  always  done  every  thing  to  disquiet  and  plague 
him,  and  that  when  he  sent  for  the  Zemindars  and  wished  to  make  a  settlement 
agreeably  to  the  Jaydad  of  the  Pergunnah,  they  advised  the  Zemindars  not  to 
enter  into  any  engagements,  and  prevented  the  settlement.  When  the  Khureef 
liarvest  was  ripe  they  forbade  them  all  to  suffer  an  estimate  to  be  made  or  to 
cut  it,  saying  "  let  it  stand,"  which  when  he  perceived  that  it  would  be  all 
spoiled,  he,  in  order  to  prevent  any  complaints  and  to  prevent  his  having  a  bad 
name  at  some  places,  at  the  request  of  the  Zemindars,  placed  watchmen  over  it, 
and  suffered  it  to  be  cut,  and  that  when  he  saw  his  business  counteracted,  he  wrote 
an  Arzee  to  the  Resident  requesting  some  Chuprasees.  When  tliey  came  it  only 
made  those  men  worse,  so  that  one  day  wheu  he  ^the  Amil)  intended  to  go  to  the 
village  of  Astah  and  there  see  the  assets  of  the  Khureef  and  the  probable  ones 
of  the  Rubbee,  on  which  to  make  the  settlement  of  that  village,  he  said  to  them 
"  come  along  with  me,"  but  they  would  not  go,  and   that  when  he  went  to  t^e 
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said  village,  the  above  named  Zemindars  sent  word  by  their  own  peon,  Bulct  Sing, 
to  the  Zemindars  of  that  village  to  desire  them  not  to  attend,  and  that  when  he 
(the  Amil)  arrived  at  the  village  no  Zemindars  attended,  though  he  entreated 
them  by  all  manner  of  ways,  but  nothing  would  do.  At  that  time,  Buuk  Sing, 
the  peon  of  Bugga  Sing,  was  there.  He  abused  him  and  *nt  him  away  and  he 
returned  to  Buggut  Sing  and  misrepresented  things  to  him.  Buggut  Sing  being 
angry  came  to  a  place  where  KooddyloU  Mutsuddee  and  Sheo  loll  Dass  Canoongoet 
were  sitting  together  and  howled  loud  to  them,  "Dobeh  has  spoken  sharply  to  my 
peon.  I  will  collect  4000  men  together  and  make  a  disturbance,  then  we  will  see 
how  Dobeh  will  manage  the  Amildary  of  Nirwun."  Then  Bhuggut  Sing  set  off 
and  went  to  the  village  of  Hureepore  about  one  Coss  off  and  there  demanded  the 
Nakarah  of  weavers,  saying,  bring  the  Nakarah  that  by  beating  it,  I  may  collect 
the  people.  When  he  (the  Amil)  went  to  Hurreepore  to  learn  the  news  he  (Bbug 
gut  Sing)  left  that  village  and  went  to  Vembah  and  sending  chits  about,  and 
began  to  collect  a  number  and  joined  with  the  Zemindars  of  Noory  who  were  one 
and  all  determined  that  if  they  could  get  Dobeh  they  would  trim  him.  Accord- 
ingly, when  Dobeh  was  returning  from  Dinapoor,  where  he  had  been  to  meet  Mr. 
Treves  the  Zemindars  of  the  village  of  Noory  met  him  on  the  road  and  made  a 
disturbance,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  before  sent  to  the  presence.  The 
above  mentioned  people  have  always  made  disturbances  and  prevented  the  business 
of  the  Pergunnah  and  again  and  again  have  broken  their  oaths  of  not  doing  the 
like  again.  The  Amil  further  gives  in  an  Arzee  claiming  a  balance  from  those 
Zemindars. 

Mr.  Treves  thinks  it  proper  to  observe  that  he  forwarded  the  particulars 
of  the  attack  alluded  to  in  the  above  representation  to  the  Resident  on  the  24th 
of  January. 


1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  February  with  its  several   enclo* 
Bures. 

Door  Sing  and  Bhuggat  Singh  are  indebted  to  the  Raja  on  their  bond  on 
Resident  to  2nd  Assistant,     account  of  11 94  and  their  conduct  has  altogether  been 

Case  of  Door  Sing  Bhug-     for  this  long  time  past  exceedingly  reprehensible.     I 
gut  Sing  dated  6th  February  '='  \  .     , 

1790,  vide  page  171,  Pur-    cannot  however  say  that  I  am  yet  entirely  prepared  to 

gunnah  of  Nirwun.  gg  ^^  f^r  as  to  Sell  their  lands  in  the  present  instance, 

and  I  wish  to  endeavour  to  reform  them  without  (if  it  possibly  can  be  avoided) 
proceeding  to  that  extremity,  although  I  am  sure  that  their  conduct  might 
well  enough  justify  such  a  proceeding.  In  the  view  however  of  trying  what  a 
more  lenient  proceeding  may  effect  I  request  you  will  send  them  to  me  under  a 
guard,  whencH  they  shall  be  committed  to  prison  till  they  have  not  only  paid 
Sedanund  Dobeh's  balance,  but  given  him  and  Government  the  most  perfect 
satisfaction  and  security  for  their  lands  remaining  Cutcha  in  his  own  lands,  from 
the  surplus  produce  of  which  he  may  gradually  reimburse  himself  for  the  am- 
ount of  their  arrear,   or  you  may  let  the  said  lands   in  farm  for  the  next  four 
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ywiM  as  you  may  deem  preferable,  but  I  would  rather  prefer  keeping  them 
Cutcha  if  it  can  be  done  with  nearly  equal  convenience  to  the  Amil, 

Extract  from  Mr.   Treve^s  proceedings  cU  Niruun  the  8<A  February  1790. 

The  Canoougoea  having  according  to  orders  given  in  the  particulars  of  the 

balances  due  by  Door  Sing  Zemindar  and  others  pro- 

lOth  February   1790,  vide        .,    ,    ,  .^    ,  xu   •    u  i  i.       v  u 

page  171.  vided  they  gave  security  to  pay  their  balances,  to  which 

Pergunnah  Kirwiin.  ^^^y  reply  with  a  degree  of  insolence  scarcely  to  be 

equalled,  upon  which  they  are  sent  under  a  guard   to  the  Adawlutjand  their 

brothers  agree  to  enter  into  their  Cabooleeuts  at  twelve  o'clock  for  the  above  two 

villages  and  a  half. 

To  this  the  following  answer  was  written  by  the  Resident. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  8th  and  9th,  with  the  papers  enclos- 
ed, aud  entirely  approve  the  measures  therein  mentioned  to  have  been  taken 
in  respect  to  Door  and  Bhuggut  Sing  and  trust  that  you  will  now  be  able  to 
complete  the  settlement  to  your  own  satisfaction  and  that  of  the  A  mil's  and 
all  other  land-holders  concerned. 

1  entirely  approve  of  the  settlement  you  have  made  of  Nirwun,    as  you 
Resident  to  2nd  Assistant,     inform  me  it  has  been  effected  with  moderation  to  the 

15th  February  1790.  Vide    Zemindars  and  farmers,  as  otherwise  the  increase  stiou- 
page  171  ^ 

Pergunnah  Nirwun.  lated  in   the  three  years  seems  rather  larger  than  I 

should  have  expected  ;  but  considering  that  it  has  been  stipulated  for  with  the 
free  consent  of  the  parties  and  upon  your  own  local  inspection  of  the  state  aud 
ability  of  the  Pergunnah,  yeu  have  the  more  merit  for  having  brought  to  ac- 
count the  due  avilable  funds  of  the  place. 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  difficulties  you  have  had  to  struggle  against  in 
managing  with  the  turbulent  Zemindars ;  but  I  hope  those  who  have  now  signed 
Cabooleeuts  will  hehavepeaceably,  and  as  to  Door  Sing  and  Bhuggut  Sing  and 
the  others  you  mention,  their  exclusion  is  nothing  more  than  their  conduct  and 
contumacy  richly  deserve,  and  even  called  for  as  an  example  to  others. 

Translation  of  a  representation  from  the  Ca- 
25th  March  1790.  noongoe  of  the  Pergunnah  of  Agoree  and  Bijeh  Ghur 

ide  page   72.  together  with  the  Zemindar's  answer  thereto, 

/>  ,  ,  ,  •  Eaja  Adil  Sah,  the  Zemindar** 

Canoonqoes  representation.  •'  ' 

^  ^  answer. 


As  you  (the  Resident)   have  been  The  Resident  on  observing  on  his  com- 

Penninnah      P^®^^^  *o  desire  me  to  ing  into  Burhur  that  a  great  proportion 

Agoree    Bur-     state  what  are  the  can-  of  it  did  appear  uncultivated,  which  made 

ses   of  the  prejudice  to  greater  impression  on  him  from  the  com- 

the  cultivation  and  imprcvement  in  paratively   flourishing    state   of   all    the 
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these  two  Mehals  of  die  Pergunnah  of 
Agoree,  and  in  "vrhat  Way  this' prejudice 
may  be  remedied  and  the  country  cul- 
tiv  ated 

My  kind  Sir,  the  causes  of  the  pre- 
jildice  to  the  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  this  country  are  as  follows  : — 

I'gt.  It  ii  about  forty-six  years 
ago  (when  this  country  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chundiel  Zemindars,  Raja 
Soodeahtnarain  and  Raja  Diljeet  Sing) 
that  the  revenue  then  paid  only  amoun- 
ted to  rupees  5,000,  half  in  money  and 
half  in  cattle.  At  that  time  the  Vil- 
lages were  a  fourth  or  an  eighth  or  a 
tenth  part  cultivated,  all  the  rest  were 
jungles  and  woods  and  haunts  for  deer, 
tigers,  and  pasture  for  beasts.  The 
proprietors  of  the  villages  did  then 
carry  on  intestine  wars  against  each 
other,  and  plunder  and  carry  off  each 
other's  cattle,  so  that  the  Ryots  had 
then  no  security  or  protection.  When 
Raja  Bulwunt  Sing  did  on  account  of 
their  not  paying  the  revenue  and  for 
the  aforesaid  acts,  expel  the  Chimdiel 
Bajas  he  kept  the  Mehal  cutcha  and 
A'mauny  and  did  not  let  it  to  farmers  ; 
and  made  a  general  ordier  that  those 
who  were  desirous  to  cut  up  the  jungle 
and  cultivate  the  country  should  give 
in  their  proposals  to  the  Naib  in  charge 
of  collections,  specifying  what  share 
or  proportion  of  the  natural  produce 
they  could  pay  to  Government,  and 
take  out  Pottahs  for  a  shorter  or  longer 
term  accordingly,  and  that  if  the  col- 
lector should  attempt  to  infringe  on 
bis  agreements  they  were  not  to  pay  a 
single  Anna  more. 

On  this  footing  he  gave  Mookurary 


other  Districts,  he  has,  since  the  latter 
end  of  November  last,  passed  througlup 
he  has  therefore  required  the  explana- 
tions now  delivered  by  the  Canoongoes  to 
which  Raja  Adil  Shah  having  replied 
their  differing  representations  are  here 
under  opposed  to  each  other. 


Ist.  It  is  true  that  5,000  rupees  wa» 
the  fixed  jumma  up  to  the  time  of  Raja 
Soodesht  Narain  Sah,  payable  half  in  cat- 
tle and  half  in  money. 

At  that  time  the  country  was  greatly 
cultivated,  nor  was  there  any  occasion  for 
summons  to  collect  the  revenue    or  Ab- 
wab,  and  the  people  were  then  possessed 
of  money  and  wealth,  and  the  funds  for 
the  collections  were  ample,  and  the  Jum- 
ma being  allowed  to  remain  fixed  to  so 
low    a  sum    was  owing  merely  to  the 
Royal  favour.      The    Sayer    collections 
amounted  there  to   nearly  Rs.    40,000 
owing  to  much  silk  and  spices  being  then 
imported.    All  the  people  and  Ryots  of 
all  castes  who  do,  till  the  present  time, 
inhabit  this  country  were  brought  into 
and  settled    therein  by  my    ancestors. 
The  Rajas  of  Agoree  have  by  large  out- 
lays dug  water-courses  from  under  the 
hills  and  brought  them  into  all  the  vil- 
lages.    In  the  village  where  there  is  a 
water-course,  the  Government's  share  is 
Jrd  and  where  there  are  no  water-courses 
^th,  and  in  many  spots  which  were  waste, 
the  Government  share  amounted  to  no 
more  than  one  fifth,  but  it  never  was  so 
far  diminished  as  to  ^th  or  ,oth.     This  is  » 
woody  and  hilly  country,  where  then  can 
the  spot  be    where  tigers  and  other  ani- 
mals will  not  be  found.     Raja  Bulwunt 
Sing  stationed  Khizzer  Khan  and  Jaffur 
Khan,  Belooch,  and  Shehaub  Khan  to  ex- 
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Pottahs  to  many,  and  tbey  remained  in 
full  force. 


pel  RajaSoodeshtnarain.  They  remained 
all  thiee  in  this  country  for  a  period  of 
1 2  years,  and  the  orders  of  the  said  Raja. 
were  to  this  effect,  that  they  should  so 
attack  and  ravage  the  Chundiels  as  to 
expel  them  from  the  country,  that  be- 
ing driven  to  despair  they  might  seek 
another  country.  Accordingly,  for  all  the 
aforesaid  period,  war  and  contention  pre- 
vailed. At  the  end  of  12  years,  Raj* 
Soodeshtnarain,  my  father,  being  unable 
to  support  the  violence  of  Bulwunt  Sing, 
■went  to  another  country,  and  by  reason 
of  bis  forsaking  it,  sundry  of  the  Chun- 
diel  tribe  began  to  make  inroads  and 
to  plunder  and  carry  off  the  cattle ; 
or  otherwise  such  plunder  was  not  allow- 
ed of  in  the  time  of  the  Rajas  of  Ago- 
ree.  After  Raja  Bulwunt  Sing's  reduc- 
tion of  the  country  he  continued  the 
same  system  of  the  collections  as  had 
prevailed  in  the  time  of  the  Raja  of 
Agoree  over  all  the  Villages,  and  did 
not  institute  any  new  system. 


2nd.  He  commanded  that  Assam- 
ees  should  have  credit,  according  to  the 
proportion  of  the  Government's  share 
in  the  grain  or  natural  produce,  for 
■whatever  money  they  should  expend 
in  the  making  of  water-courses  and  in 
making  mounds,  and  in  many  villages, 
where  there  were  no  proprietors  and 
where  the  Assamies  or  Ryots  were  in 
a  distressed  situation,  he  caused  the 
mounds  and  water-coxirses  to  be  annu- 
ally prepared  and  dug  at  the  expense 
of  the  Government.  In  the  month  of 
Jeyt  and  Assar  an  Ameen  of  Govern- 
ment did  annually  go  from  village  to 
village  and  cause  the  lands  to  be 
ploughed,  and  ascertained  with  the 
greatest  minuteness  the  state  of  the 
Fergunnah ;  and  where  he  saw  Ryots 


2nd.  The  preparation  of  water-courses 
and  the  throwing  up  of  earth  for  dykes 
and  allowing  credit  for  the  expense  there- 
of and  making  Tuccavee  or  advances  to 
the  Ryots  <fec.,  who  were  helpless,  have 
ever  been  the  rule  of  the  Rajas  of  Ago. 
ree.  It  is  not  a  new  custom,  and  this 
is  also  an  ancient  rule  that  in  the  month 
of  Assar  the  ofl&cers  of  the  Raja  of  Ago- 
rae, or  where  the  place  and  the  concern 
and  the  parties  were  of  greater  conse- 
quence, the  Raja  himself  going,  did  make 
a  Circuit  of  every  village  and  cause  the 
ploughing  to  be  promoted  and  gave  the' 
Ryots  the  greatest  encouragement. 
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in  distress  and  helpless,  he  furnished 
them  with  Tuccavee  or  advances  in 
grain,  oxen,  food  and  seed. 

Zrd.  In  this  country  those  persons 
who  are  of  an  inferior  class  aud  follow 
labour  are  very  few,  and  are  obtained 
by  purchase;  and  in  proportion  to 
other  countries  the  kola  or  lands  as- 
signed to  the  labourers  and  the  Binny 
or  wages  paid  in  kind  to  such  persons, 
are  two-fold,  and  as  the  common  opera- 
tions of  husbandry  cannot  be  per- 
formed without  hands,  Bulwunt  Sing 
did,  therefore,  strictly  enjoin  the  Naib 
of  the  collections,  that  no  persons, 
Muzdoors  or  labourers  should  be  shel- 
tered in  the  house  of  othere. 

ith.  It  was  enjoined  that  the  crop 
of  each  sort  of  the  natural  produce 
■hould  as  soon  as  it  was  ripe,  be, 
immediately  on  notice  given  by  the 
party,  ascertained  and  estimated,  and 
in  consideration  of  the  extensiveness 
of  the  Pergunnah,  sundry  Ameens 
were  sent  to  inspect  and  estimate  the 
crops,  upon  which  orders  were  issu- 
ed to  reap  and  thrash  the  grain,  to 
the  end  that  the  beasts  of  the  woods 
might  not  consume  the  crops ;  where- 
fore no  delay  was  therein  to  be  used  . 
and  in  case  of  the  crops  being  injured, 
the  Naib  was  to  consider  himself  as 
responsible  for  the  same.  The  Naib 
was  also  directed  not  to  cause  the  grain 
to  be  sold  and  taken  from  the  stacks 
or  khermun  as  the  old  Zemindars  did, 
but  to  receive  the  money  of  Govern- 
ment in  reasonable  and  equitable 
instalments,  so  as  to  prevent  injury 
to  the  Ryots. 


Srd.  It  is  in  this  country  an  ancient 
custom  for  the  Muzdoors  or  labourers  in 
husbandry  to  be  of  an  inferior  caste  and 
to  be  purchased  with  money  and  to  be 
transferred  by  deed  of  sale.  The  pur- 
chasers being  subject  to  the  charge  of 
feeding  and  supporting  them. 


Uh.  It  is  true  that  when  the  Kheree 
or  Rubbee  crops  were  ready,  Ameens 
were  timely  appointed  ;  and  with  regard 
to  the  wild  animals  who  came  to  eat  up 
the  crops,  injunctions  were  certainly 
given  with  regard  to  them.  This  is  the 
old  practice  of  the  Rajas  of  Agoree 
and  not  a  new  one. 


5th.    The  Naib  was  strictly  enjoined         5th.     It   is  an  ancient   custom    ever 
that  wherever  wild  and  savage  beasts,     since  the  time  of  the  Chundiels  for  Match- 
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luoh  as  tigers,  wolves,  Roognis,  (an  lock  men  to  be  desjmtched  to  kill  the 
animal  said  to  pull  out  the  eyes  of  ravenous  animals, 
the  tigers),  khira  or  bears  should  be 
found,  a  proper  number  of  Burknnda- 
ses  should  immediately  be  despatched 
to  hunt  and  kill  them,  and  that  he 
was  to  be  particularly  careful  to  pre- 
vent any  person  being  devoured  by 
such  ravenous  animals. 


6th.  If  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Pergunnah  committed  such  an  of- 
fence as  to  incur  a  slight  penalty,  it 
was  made  to  consist  in  his  being  made 
to  sink  a  well,  dig  a  tank  or  raise  a 
dyke  or  mound ;  besides  which  he  was 
subject  to  no  pecuniary  penalty. 


Oth.  In  the  times  of  the  Raja's  of 
Agoree,  it  was  formerly  the  custom  that 
whoever  committed  murder,  or  such  like 
offences,  were  subjected  to  fines  ;  and 
in  the  time  of  Bulwunt  Singh,  two  per- 
sons did  dig  tanks  on  account  of  their  hav- 
ing committed  offences,  but  this  was  not 
the  exclusive  rule,  for  Raja  Bulwunt 
Singh's  of&cers  did  also  exact  other  pe- 
nalties. 


7th.  If  the  cattle  of  Ryots  of  this 
Mehal  (in  which  consists  the  wealth  of 
the  inhabitants)  were  stolen  or  carried 
off,  they  were  recovered  through  the 
interference  of  the  Government. 


7th.  This  is  the  country  where  large 
herds  of  cattle  are  bred ;  having  such 
extensive  pastures  adapted  thereto,  inso- 
much that  they  are  driven  from  other 
countries  to  pasture  here,  and  certainly 
the  acting  ruler  interests  himself  for  the 
recovery  of  those  cattle  that  are  stolen 
and  carried  in:o  other  countries. 

The  fields  for  cultivation  in  this  coun- 
try are  allowed  to  lie  fallow  after  having 
been  ploughed  and  made  to  yield  their 
crops.  This  refers  to  the  lands  that  yield 
Kodo,  Saman,  Chena  and  Teel ;  but  lands 
which  yield  wheat  and  rice  are  not  thus 
changed. 


By  these  means  the  Jumma  of 
these  two  Mehals  was  raised  from  5  or 
6,000  Rs.  to  80,000  Rupees  and  there 
only  remained  of  fallow  land  as  much 
as  was  necessary  from  the  nature  of 
the  soil,  which  requires  to  be  alter- 
nately allowed  to  rest,  and  then  again 
to  be  ploughed.  For  in  this  country 
the  ground  can  only  produce  a  Rubbee 
crop  for  about  5  or  6  years  successive- 
ly, after  which  it  is  left  to  lie  fallow  and 
new  ground  is  taken  into  cultivation. 


%th.     As  all  considerations  to  the         Sth.     In  this  country  there  are  thre« 
seven  points  above  specified  have  whol-     anciently  established  rates. 
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]y  been  laid  aside  in  this  Pergunnali, 
and  in  the  villages    where  the  pro- 
portion of  Government  in  sharing  the 
natural  produce  used  to  be  ^,  |,  i,  or 
^,  the  said  proportions  have  for  years 
passed,  since  the  latter  period  of  Chey  t 
Singh's  administration,  (when  Rupees 
10,000    more  than  the    Danabundy 
Jnmma    became  rental  or  was  laid 
on  as  an  iucrease),  been  raised  and 
augmented,  without  any  regard  to  the 
variations  in  the  Mofussil  rates,  to  the 
general   rate  of  ^rd  of   the  produce, 
which  accordingly  does  yet  contiuue, 
on  which  account  sundry  of  the  Mal- 
goozars,  (or  those  who  pay  the  reve- 
nue), who  are  people  of  substance  bear 
this  loss  and  take  it  on  themselves, 
thereby  maintaining  their  own  agree- 
ments with  the  Ryots  ;   whilst  sundry 
who  are  in  worst  circumstances  and  less 
regard  their  agreements  imitate  the 
oppressive  example  of  the  Sudder  Cut- 
cherry  and  take  from  the  Ryots  more 
than  the  rates  stipulated  in  the  month 
of  Assar,  whereuponthepeopleof  such 
villages  do  annually  run  away,  and 
those  Malgoozars,  who  by  laying  out 
their  money,   raise  mounds  and   dig 
water-courses  do   not  receive  tlie  Go- 
vernment's proportions   of  credit  on 
that  account ;  instead  of  which    they 
are   dispossessed   of  the  villages  they 
have  thus  brought  into  a  state  of  cul- 
ture and  which  are   taken  from  them 
and  given  to  others.     On  this  account 
the  raising  of  the   mounds  is  seldom 
practised  and  what  probability  is  there 
that  any  assistance  shall  be  given  by 
the  A  mil  to  any   of  those   works  so 
necessary  for  the  cultivation  and  pros- 
perity of  the   country.     On   this  ac- 
count sundry  Brahmins   and  Prohits 
and  Goordewaras  and    Fakeers  and 


Ist,      the  tiiird  share. 

2nd,      the  fourth  do. 

3rd.     for    uncultiva- 
ted lands the  fifth   do. 

Exclusive  of  these,  there  are  no  other 
distinctions. 

The  grain  settlement  remained  as  re- 
presented till  the  end  of  Cheyt  Singh's 
time.  The  10,000  Rs.  laid  on  as  an  in- 
crease was  not  all  realized.  After  the 
departure  of  Raja  Cheyt  Singh,  by  rea- 
son of  the  Abwabs  and  the  heaviness  of 
the  Jumma,  the  one-third  share  was 
fixed  and  Abwabs  also  were  current  in 
the  Mofussil.  On  this  acconnt  desola- 
tion ensued  and  for  these  three  years 
passed  the  rains  have  in  this  country 
proved  deficient.  Sundry  of  those  who 
are  substantial  and  principal  men  pay 
the  revenue  regularly,  whilst  others  who 
are  very  wicked  and  the  root  of  evil  op- 
press their  Ryots,  for  which  reason  sun- 
dry abscond  and  the  village  holders  con- 
sequently with-hold  the  Government  re- 
venue. The  village  tenants  (Malgoozars) 
do  prepare  Dykes  and  water-courses  and 
certainly  the  Hakim  or  Ruler  shows  them 
some  leity.  As  to  a  village  being  taken 
from  one  and  given  to  another,  the  cause 
thereof  is  that  if  a  man  fails  and  has  not 
the  ability  to  pay  the  revenue  in  time 
to  come,  then  therefore,  another  is  ap- 
pointed. 

With  regard  to  those  Assamies  who 
are  helpless  and  without  means  they  are 
certainly  re-established  by  the  assistance 
being  extended  to  them  of  Tuccavee 
and  seed,  and  by  assisting  them  in  mak- 
ing watercourses  and  throwing  earth  for 
Dykes  <fec. 
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Snnyasies,  who  have  for  years  passed 
paid  their  accustomed  aud  fixed  Jum- 
ma  in   all   seasons   and   in  times   of 
drought,    inundation,    cheapness     or 
dearness,  do  now  dispute  with   Raja 
Adil  Shah  and  object  to  pay  the  Guu- 
jaish  of  Tushkhees  of  the   Hal-Hasil, 
or  the  result  or   funds  of  the   settle- 
ment according  to  the  actual  or   pre- 
sent produce,  alleging  that  they  have 
annually   expended  hundreds   of  ru- 
pees in  repairing  mounds,   and  water- 
courses  from   their  own  estates,  aud, 
by   borrowing  money,   they  have  al- 
ways paid  the  fixed  revenue  in   times 
of  drought,     inundation,     cheapness 
and   dearness,  and  when  the  actual 
produce   was  defective  ;  adding  that, 
besides  this,  they  act  as  securities  for 
the  other  persons  of  the  Pergunnah 
and  do  regularly  furnish  them  seeds 
and  do  also  occasionally  sustain  losses 
in  this  trade   and   security  ship,   the 
fees   of  which   are  not  appointed  by 
Government.     On   account   of  which 
they   say  that  they   cannot  give  the 
Gunjaish  of  their  villages  but  will  pay 
whatever  they  have  annually  paid,  and 
when  the  Gunjaish  is  demanded  from 
them  they  are  ready  to   give  up  their 
lives  and  to  go  out  of  the  country.  As 
much  of  the  cuirent  business  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  Pergunnah  is  promot- 
ed by  these  kind  of  persons,    who  are 
all  possessed  of    wealth   as  well   in 
money  as  in  stocks  of  grains,  the  suc- 
cessive Amils  have  forborne  to  demand 
their  Gunjaish,  and  when  any  of  them 
have  attempted   forcibly  to  raise  an 
increase,  th.ey  have  proved  unable  to 
realize  it,  as  will  fully  appear  to  you 
by  the  10  years'  accounts  of  the  col- 
lections.     Now  also    the     Muzdoors 
or  labourers  of  the  weaker  part  of  the 


Sundry  Brahmins,  Fakcers  and  Sunya- 
sies  pretend  to  pay  on  a  Mookurrary  or 
fixed  Jumma  although  not  one  of  them 
have  Mookurrary  Sunnuds  yet  they  wick- 
edly and  as  Brahmins  object  to  give  the 
due  revenue  according  to  the  actual  pro- 
duce. They,  with  a  view  to  increase  the 
last,  do  daily  at  their  own  expense  con- 
struct watercourses  and  Dykes.  The 
Ryots  do  voluntarily  give  the  Brahmins 
as  security  and  do  also  give  them  some- 
thing to  engage  them  to  be  so. 

It  happens  that  the  Muzdoors  of  low 
caste  do  some  times  run  away  in  the 
month  of  Assar  whereupon  the  neigh- 
bouring Amils  do  forcibly  shelter  them 
up,  and  the  land  they  used  to  cultivate 
remains  fallow  by  reason  thereof. 

Where  the  mode  of  Betay  prevails, 
Ameens  go  thither  and  inspect  and  esti- 
mate the  crop,  but  to  the  Nukdee  Mehals, 
or  the  sowhich  pay  a  ready  money  rental, 
they  do  not  go.  The  hunting  of  rave- 
nous animals  is  also  certainly  followed, 
but  it  is  not  true  that  the  tigers  do 
in  open  day  carry  away  the  cattle.  The 
duties  of  the  Gunge  here  had  attained 
to  Rs.  5,  6  and  7000  Rs.  when  the  impor- 
tation of  spices  and  other  articles  had 
existence,  but  owing  to  the  establishment 
of  the  Permit,  these  collections  dwindled 
down  to  Rs.  3,000.  For  the  rest  the 
Muhajuns  are  all  in  their  shops,  though 
several  of  them  have  left  their  houses. 
Wherever  there  are  Putwaries  in  this 
country  they  are  in  the  exercise  of  their 
ofl&ces,  but  there  are  many  places  which 
are  not  adopted  to  the  registry  of  a  Put- 
wary  and  in  these  places  there  are  of 
course  none. 
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community  are  in  the  month  of  Assar, 
when  they  run  away,  protected  in  the 
houses  of  the  rich,  whereby  the  lands 
of  tijose  weaker  members  of  the  com- 
munity fall  waste.  For  some  years 
passed  the  Amils  for  the  time  being 
do  not  despatch  Ameens  at  the  time 
the  crop  is  ready,  or,  if  they  do,  they 
only  despatch  3  or  4  for  the  whole  Per- 
gunnah  which  is  by  much  too  few  for 
80  extensive  a  district.  And  this  they 
do  considering  thatifthe  Assamee  or 
party  shall,  without  the  authority  of 
Government,  cut  up  the  crop  they  will 
take  from  him  for  every  maund  2 
maunds,  wherefore  they  are  neglectful 
in  sending  Ameens.  The  Pergunnah 
is  also  annually  becoming  more  waste 
and  the  hunting  down  of  the  ravenous 
animals  is  altogether  neglected,  the 
tigers  carrying  oflF  the  cattle  in  day 
time,  and  no  man  attends  to  this. 

As  in  this  Pergunnah  the  ploughing, 
sowing,  and  attending  to  the  crop  and 
tending  of  the  cattle  must  all  be  car- 
ried on  under  the  constant  apprehen- 
sion and  dread  of  the  tigers,  labourers 
do  not  therefore  come  into  this  coun- 
try from  other  parts,  and  hence  there 
is  a  scarcity  of  them.  The  shares  or 
proportions  of  the  Government  in  the 
crop  to  the  amount  of  ^th,  Jth,  ^th, 
and  Jrd,  have,  by  the  lenity  of  Govern- 
ment, remained  the  settled  and  current 
usage  of  this  Pergunnah ;  but  now  that 
the  acting  Amils  look  only  to  the  col- 
lections of  the  present  produce,  with- 
out paying  attention  to  the  circum- 
stance aforestated,  the  waste  state  and 
condition  of  the  lauds  of  the  Pergun- 
nah has  thereby  increased  in  a  two  or 
three-fold  proportion  to  the  lands  that 
are  cultivated ;  and  the  fresh  grain  is 
sold  from  the  khermun  or  stocks  and 
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the  Government's  revenue  paid  there- 
with. Besides  all  which  the  Custom 
Duties  collected  at  the  Gunge  of  the 
Fergunnah  amounted  to  Rs.  5000, 
and  the  shop  keepers  in  it  used  to  sup- 
ply the  Ryots  with  the  money  they 
wanted  for  their  current  purposes,  but 
now  the  Gunge  is  so  deserted  that  evea 
travellers  caunot  get  the    necessary  .  . 

supplies  from  it. 

In  short,  from  the  preceding  causes 
thisPergunnah  has  become  waste  and  has 
declined  from  its  Kamil  or  full  Jumma. 

I  further  beg  leave  to  represent  that 
in  both  these  Mehals  (Burhur  Agoree 
and  Bijey-Ghur)  sundry  of  the  Mai- 
goozars  keep  no  Putwaree  in  their  vil- 
lages, but  do  themselves  write  the  ac- 
counts thereof,  and  if  they  do  keep  any 
such  Putwarees,  they  do  not  properly 
ftllow  them  possession.  Whereas  if  the 
Putwaree  establishment  be  appointed 
throughout  every  village,  the  real  papers 
and  accounts  may  be  fully  attainable. 

The  Resident  will  consider  the  above  articles  and  pass  orders  on  them 
before  he  leaves  the  Pergunnah.  Meanwhile  on  referring  to  the  10  years'  ac- 
count of  this  Pergunnah,  the  Jumma  appears  to  have  been  as  follows  : — 

58,583  0  0 

65,704  0  0 

64,732  0  0 

62,907  0  0 

^ 62,481  0  0 

67,389  0  0 

66,438  2  0 

„ 64,287  12  0 

55,114  2  0 

55,570  4  6 


For 

1187, 

For 

11-^8, 

For 

1189, 

For 

1190, 

For 

1191, 

For 

1192, 

For 

119.3, 

For 

1194, 

For 

1195, 

For 

1196, 

Total  for  10  years,         ...     6,23,206    4    6 
Medium  for  1  year,         ...        62,320  10    0 
Deducting  on  account  of  Sayer,  ...      2,301     0    0 

Do.        Canoongoe's  Nankar,       ...       1,318    0    0       3,619     1     0 
Bemamder,  58,601     9  0 
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The  Canoongoe  of  this  Pergimnab,  by  name  Shumbboo  Naut,  has  delivered 
in  a  Doul  for  the  settlement  of  Burhur  for  the  current  year  1197  at  only  about 
Es.  55,400,  (exclusive  of  Rs.  1,194-0  for  Canoougoe's  lands),  of  which  between  3 
or  4000  Rupees  are,  as  he  says,  an  increase  proposed  to  be  taken  from  those  who 
claim  as  Mookurureedars,  all  of  which  will  not  therefore  be  realizeable.  This  sum 
also  includes  the  4000  Rs.  of  lands  assigned  last  year  to  Raja  Adil  Shah  for  his 
Malikana  or  subsistence,  and  since  appropriated  to  the  discharge  of  the  debt 
due  to  Sheo  laul  Dobeh,  (as  particularly  specified  in  the  Resident's  letters  to 
Governor  General  in  Council  of  the  26th  of  April  and  2nd  of  October  1789),  so 
that  the  real  estimated  available  funds  for  the  revenue  of  this  Pergunnah  do  not, 
according  to  the  said  Canoongoe's  estimate,  exceed  49,000  Rs.,  admitting  that 
nearly  one  half  of  the  proposed  increase  on  those  calling  themselves  or  claimiog 
the  privilage  of  Mookurureedars  be  assessable. 

Thus  10,000  Rs.  of  deficiency  will  certainly  be  incurred  from  the  amount 
of  the  settlement  fixed  last  year  for  the  life  of  the  said  Raja,  (as  recorded  in  the 
Proceedings  of  the  19th  January  1789.)  From  reference  to  the  accounts,  in- 
troductory to  this,  it  will  however  appear  that  the  settlement  was  made,  not 
upon  the  grounds  of  the  Doul  then  delivered  by  the  Canoongoes,  but  with  re- 
ference to  the  former  or  highest  old  Jumma,  after  allowing  some  deduction  for 
the  Sayer  articles  since  abolished,  and  which  constituted  part  of  the  said  former 
highest  aggregate.  Departing  so  far  as  he  then  did  from  the  Canoongoe's  Doul, 
the  Resident  was  at  the  time  apprehensive,  as  he  has  intimated  to  the  Governor 
General  in  his  letter  on  the  settlement,  wherein  he  has  also  assigned  as  his  mo- 
tive the  necessity  of  endeavouring  last  year  to  save  as  much  of  the  Government's 
fixed  Jumma  as  possible  ;  since  to  ease  the  other  parts  of  the  country  he  had  been 
previously  obliged  to  give  up  a  larger  proportion  of  revenue  funds  than  he  had 
at  first  in  contemplation  as  being  essentially  necessary.  But  now  that  the  Resi- 
dent has  by  occular  inspection  seen  the  waste  state  of  this  Pergunnah  and  has 
the  full  conviction  of  its  inability,  for  the  present,  to  pay  more  than  some  thing 
abQut  thfi  s]im  above  pointed  out  in  the  Canoongoe's  Doul,  it  were  the  height 
of  injustice  as  well  as  impolicy  in  him  to  persevere  in  a  vain  endeavour  to  bind 
Raja  Adil  Shah  to  the  terms  of  the  settlement  last  year  made  with  him  ;  seeing 
that  it  can  not  be  realized,  and  that  the  country  requires  relief,  and  may,  (that 
relief  being  administered),  be  restored  in  like  manner  as  all  or  most  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  Zemindaree  of  Benares  have  already  been,  and  are  making  a  rapid 
progress  in,  through  the  degree  of  lenity  observed  in  the  last  year's  settlement ; 
and  if  in  one  or  even  a  few  districts,  (as  in  the  present  instance  and  ope  or  two 
more,  such  as  Mujehwa  and  Ghissooa),  the  Resident  exceeded  last  jear  in  his 
estimate  of  the  future  Jumma,  he  makes  no  diflBculty  in  this  avowal  of  it,  since 
his  intentions  were  then,  as  they  are  now,  directed  solely  to  the  restoration  of  the 
country  with  the  least  possible  immediate  loss  to  Government,  and  it  is  perhapi 
not  to  be  much  wondered  at,  if,  in  endeavouring  to  lighten  and  adhere  to  the 
true  medium,  he  has  sometimes,  in  a  route  so  liable  to  error,  gone  more  or  less 
beyond  the  exact  point  in  view. 
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It  is  nevertheless  a  comfort  to  him  to  reflect  and  believe  that  on  the  whole 
the  full  land  revenue  promised  to  the  Board  last  year  for  this  and  the  several  sub- 
sequent ones  will  be  realized  from  the  country  at  large,  as  he  now  confidently 
indulges  the  hope  of  a  considerable  increase  in  the  funds  arising  from  the 
Customs.  That  this  country  of  Burhur  Agoree  will  be  highly  over  assessed  by 
laying  on  it  for  this,  what  was  last  year  stipulated,  as  above,  to  be  paid  by  Raja 
Adil  Sah,  is  evident  to  every  man's  apprehension  in  this  part  of  the  country  and  is 
corroborated  also  by  the  consideration  that  last  year  the  whole  sum  of  the  Mofussil 
including  the  Canoongoe's  Nankar  came   only  to  Rs.,  ...         ...  66,570     4     6 

Of  which  was  collected, 51,685  12    6 


Balance,...        3,884    8    0 
Deducting  Canoongoe's  Ndnkar,  separate- 
ly collected,       1,194  12     0 

Choot  Maafy, 903  11     0       2,098     7     0 


Ultimate  Balance,...       1,786     1     0 


Recapitulation: — Collections,       51,685  12     6 

Deducting  Malikana  lands  now  assessed  to  Sheolal   Do- 
beh,  4,000    0    0 


Result :  collections  of  last  year  applicable  to  the  public 
Revenue, 47,685  12     6 

Junama  of  last  year  payable  to  Government  as  per  DouJ 
entered  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  19th  January  1789, 62,001     0     0 

Deducting  his  Malikana   allowance,         ...         ...         ...        4  000     0     0 


Remainder  payable, 48,001     0    0 

Amount  of  his  collections  as  above,...      47,685  12     6 
Deducting  charges  of  collections  in  all,        6,000     0    0 


41,685  12    6 


Adding  amount  of  Malikana   appropria- 
ted to  the  Revenue,      4,000    0    0 


45,685  12    6 


Paid  from  Singrowlee  collections  of  this 
year,        600    0    0 

Do.    ditto  from  th^  current  collections,         300     0     0     46,485  12     6 


N.  B. — This  is  only  a  sketch  of  the  amount  of  last  year  and  not  given 
as  altogether  accurate. 
F 
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On  the  whole  therefore  the  Resident  has  no  doubt  of  the  general  accu- 
racy of  the  Canoongoe's  Doul  as  above  stated,  and  does  accordingly  order  the 
settlement  to  be  proceeded  with  on  the  grounds  thereof,  with  a  moderate  increase 
for  the  4  or  5  next  ensuing  years  of  the  said  intended  10  yeai-s'  settlement. 


Having  determined  to  depute  you  into  the  purgunnahs  of  Zeraaneab, 

Chownsa  and  Kurendah  for  the  purposes  of  examining 
Iiistructions   to    Messers.      .    .  ,  i     ,•        .,       x.    «       ••  ,  ,      . 

Neave  and  Treves  regarding     ^^^'^   ^^^^   Concluding  the    Mofussil    settlements   which 

z;„S™lt„l;,"z:C  theAmil„f  the  two  former  of  th<»e  pergunnahs  was 

rabad,  Puchoter  and  Shadeea-  directed  to  make  for  a  period  of  four  and  of  the  latter 

bad,     date    20th  November  e       .  t  i  r  ■   e  ,.■ 

1789.  tor   ten   years,  I    now   enclose   for  your   niformation 

Vide  Paee  180  ^^^  guidance,  copies  of  the  several  publications  and 

instructions  issued  on  this  subject,  to  every  part  of 
which  I  must  request  your  strict  attention. 

2nd.  The  aim  of  those  orders  and  instructions,  which  it  is  the  object  of 
your  present  deputation  to  see  fulfilled,  is  to  oblige  the  A  mil  (as  far  as  regards 
Zemaneah  and  Chownsa)  to  conclude  a  four  years'  settlement  (being  the  unexpired 
part  of  his  own  lease  under  Government)  with  such  of  the  village  Zemindars  and 
putteedars,  (instead  of  farmers),  who  have  at  any  time  since  our  last  acquisition 
of  this  count  ry  by  its  cession  to  the  Company  in  1775  held  possession,  by  way  of 
farm  or  otherwise,  of  the  villages  or  lands  to  which  they  thus  claim  heredi- 
right,  and  in  the  enclosed  papers  you  will  find  it  ordered  that  wherever  such 
tary  proprietory  claimants  appeared  and  agreed  to  the  duo  assessment  of  reve- 
nue on  their  lands  apportioned  to  the  Sudder  Jumma  to  be  paid  by  the  Ami], 
and  gave  also  good  security,  they  were  to  have  possession  in  preference  to  far- 
mers. It  will  therefore  be  your  principal  duty  to  revise  the  Mofussil  settlement, 
as  made  on  these  principles  and  under  these  instructions  by  the  Amil,  and  to 
correct  such  deviations  as  he  shall  appeor  to  have  made  in  unduly  excluding  the 
proprietoi's  in  favour  of  farmers  or  in  over  or  under  assessing  any  psu'ts  of  his 
Amildaree. 

Zrd.  Tn  respect  to  Kurendah  a  10  years'  settlement  is  to  be  separately 
made  of  each  Talooka,  Zemindaree  or  Putty  therein,  on  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  instructions  already  issued  to  Ameer  Sing,  the  present  Amanny  Amil  or 
Collector  there,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed  and  the  heads  are  also  contained  in 
the  enclosed  English  Transcript  of  the  first  form  of  similar  instructions  issued 
to  the  Amanny  Amil  at  Ghazeepoor,  of  which  the  Governor  General  in  Council 
•  having  approved  as  far  as  regards  the  10  years'  settlements  now  to  be  made,  you 
will  therefore  adheie  to  the  rules  therein  laid  down ;  or  adopting  the  spirit  of 
them  as  far  as  you  find  them  applicable  to  the  state  of  Kurendah,  you  will  ad- 
vise me  of  any  alterations  which  you  may  think  for  the  advantage  of  the  coun- 
i-y  or  of  Government.     I  enclose  in  English,  Persian  and  Nagree  a  form  of  the 
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Cabooleeut  to  be  entered  into  by  the  village  Zemindars  and  Putteedars  and 
when  you  have  made  un  estimate  of  the  settlement  that  can  be  made,  you  will 
report  to  me,  and,  after  I  shall  have  approved  of  it,  you  will  cause  the  Zemin- 
dars and  Putteedars  to  enter  into  their  Cabooleeuts  accordingly,  upon  which 
they  shall  receive  10  years'  Pottahs  to  the  same  effect  under  the  Elaja'a  and  my 
signature,  which  will  be  sent  to  you  to  distribute. 

4/A.  The  instructions  and  regulations  contained  in  the  enclosures  are 
founded  on,  or  were  meant  to  apply  to  and  promote  the  known  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment to  etfect  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  Provinces,  including  Benares  also, 
as  fur  as  might  be  practicable.  Witli  this  view  you  will  find  that  I  issued  the  first 
orders  on  the  14th  of  June,  and  on  my  receipt  soon  afterwards  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  expressive  of  their  wish  to  intro- 
duce, in  a  greater  or  less  degree  into  this  country,  the  regulations  they  had  on 
tiie  20th  of  May  1789  resolved  to  adopt  for  Behar,  (as  per  copy  thereof  herewith 
transmitted),  I  issued  on  the  25th  of  June,  the  further  Circular  order  which  you 
will  find  addressed  to  the  Amils  under  that  date,  by  which  all  the  Mofussil  set- 
tlements were  left  open  to  my  revisal  and  confirmation  under  the  conditions 
therein  specified,  which  you  will  of  course  attend  to,  particularly  in  respect  to 
the  indemnification  promised  to  those  farmers  who  may  now  be  dispossessed  in 
favor  of  hereditary  landholders  that  shall  appear  to  have  been  by  the  Amils  un- 
justly excluded,  and  who  may  have  a  right  to  be  restored  by  having  held  pos- 
session as  renters  or  otherwise  of  the  lands  they  claim  any  time  since  the  1st  of 
July  1775,  as  particularized  in  my  order  of  the  30th  June  last,  and  in  the  reso- 
lutions above  referred  to  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  of  the  20th  of  May, 
and  explanations  and  amendments  made  thereto  under  date  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber last ;  and  as  the  9th  article  of  these  amendments  directed  the  lands,  with- 
out proprietors,  to  be  held  Khas,  instead  of  being  let  to  farmers,  as  was  enjoin d 
by  the  6th  Article  of  the  1st  set  of  resolutions  of  the  20th  of  May,  I  issued 
this  order  on  the  9th  instant  as  soon  as  I  returned  from  the  Presidency,  but  it 
can  of  course  only  affect  lands  under  that  description  not  let  to  farmers,  at  the 
time  of  alteration  being  published. 

5th.  Several  other  parts  of  the  Board's  amendments  and  amplifications  of 
their  instructions  to  the  Behar  Collectgrs  are  quite  inapplicable  to  the  state  of 
this  country,  as  for  instance  the  questions  relative  to  the  tolls  and  duties  on 
Bazara  and  Gunges  <fec.,  but  I  have  furnished  you  with  complete  copies  of  the 
whole  that  you  may  adopt  the  letter  and  spirit  of  each  part  of  them  as  far  as 
possible. 

6lh.  Besides  the  immediate  duty  relative  to  the  settlement  as  above 
pointed  out  you  will,  while  you  reside  in  the  Pergunnah  where  you  are  deputed, 
enquire  into  and  redress  any  ordinary  or  common  revenue  complaints  that  may 
be  preferred  to  you,  and  such  others  as  1  may  hereafter  refer  to  you,  advising  me 
of  the  particulars  of  any  complaints  or  occurrences,  which  from  their  magnitude 
or  importance  you  may  think  necessary  to  leave  open  to  my  further  instructions 
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1th.  Although  I  do  not  wish  you  to  interfere  in  the  detail  of  the  collec- 
tions, so  as  in  any  degree  to  weaken  the  local  collecting  authority,  yet,  whilst 
you  are  on  the  spot,  I  expect  you  will  take  care,  and,  if  necessary,  interfere  so  as 
to  secure  the  current  collections  for  the  Government's  revenue. 

8//i.  I  enclose  orders  to  the  Amils  advising  them  of  your  deputation 
and  requiring  their  implicit  obedience  to  your  orders. 


Accompanying  1  forward  you  : — 
Mr.  Neaveto    Resident,  ^'^'    Settlement  of  Chownsa  fo?  four  years. 

regarding  Pergu  n  n  a h    of 

Chownsa  and  Zemnneah,  2«d     Particulars    of   Maafj  <fec.     Lands    in 

dated  13th  Februarj|l/ 90.  "' 

Vide  page  180.  Chownsa. 

Zrd.     Canoongoe's  declarations  respecting  the  last  and  present  settlement. 

^th.  The  Amil's  declaration  in  adherence  to  the  amount  speciBed  in 
the  settlement. 

(tth.  List  of  Pottahs  delivered  to  the  Zemindars  and  Farmers  of  the 
Pergunnah  of  Chownsa. 

The  Pergunnah  of  Chownsa  has  been  peculiarly  unfortunate  this  year  for 
want  of  rain  at  the  proper  season.  The  rice  cultivations  have  materially  suffer- 
ed, and  I  have  been  under  the  positive  necessity  of  granting  fair  remissions 
where  the  crops  would  not  yield  an  ample  assessment.  I  feel  satisfied  in  ray 
own  mind  of  the  justness  of  the  pleas  urged  in  favor  of  remission,  as  the  lands 
generally  speaking  have  been  all  valued  by  people  deputed  on  purpose.  You 
■will  find  that  the  annual  increase  in  the  rental  is  material,  and  evinces  the  readi- 
ness of  the  Zemindars  &c.  to  repay  the  deficiency  of  this  year  by  an  augmen- 
tation on  the  ensuing.  1  shall  leave  no  means  untried  to  form  a  fair  and  equita- 
ble settlement,  and  I  must  here  express  my  obligation  to  Monshee  Jobrage  Sing 
for  the  multifarious  information  he  has  afforded  me. 

I  am  happy  that  Mirza  Kasim  Beg  has  agreed  to  the  dismission  |of  Mecr 
Subhan  Ahmed  from  the  management  of  his  affairs,  and  appointed  in  his  room 
a  relation  of  his  own,  Mohummed  Ommer.  I  have  personally  stated  to  Meer  Su- 
bhan the  reasons  of  his  removal,  and  trust  that  my  intcrfence  will  have 
wei«^ht.  I  will  finally  exclude  Meer  Subhan  from  any  connection  hereafter  with 
Kasim  Beg.  The  Mirza  acknowledges  the  kindness  of  Govetnment  in  reUeving 
him  from  the  despotic  power  of  his  manager,  and  hopes  that  you  will  confer  an 
additional  favor  on  him  by  a  few  days'  grace  in  the  payment  of  his  kists,  as  the 
emancipation  he  is  experiencing  will  for  a  short  time  disarrange  the  routine  of 
business.  I  think  this  request  admissible,  as  by  agreeing  to  it  he  himself  is  res- 
ponsible to  Government  for  the  full  performance  of  Subhan,  discharged. 
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I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  and  with  pleasure  approve 
Re-iideut  to  Mr.  Neave,     of  the  settlement  for  Chowusa,  which,  considering  the 
S'il'a.  ?5th"Februiy^    ^^^^'^^  yo«  "^^ntion  you  have  taken   to  ascertain 
1790.  the  real  existing  funds  and  the  notoriety  of  the  loss 

by  the  drought  of  this  year,  must  bo  deemed  a  fair  and  even  advantageous  set- 
tlement for  the  Amil  and  for  Government. 

I  shall  certainly  be  happy  to  aFord  to  Kasim  Beg  every  encouragement  to 
induce  him  to  persevere  in  the  measure  of  improvement  which  you  have  induced 
him  to  adopt  by  the  dismission  of  Subhan  Ahmed  and  for  that  purpose  to  allow 
him  the  few  days'  grace  he  solicits  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  his  kists,  in  res- 
pect to  which  it  is  indeed  but  justice  to  him  to  allow  that,  as  he  has  hitherto 
been  always  very  regular. 

I  request  you  will  now  proceed  to  make  10  years'  settlement  of  the  Kola 
Asia  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  already  furnished  for  the  10  years'  set- 
tlement, and,  should  you  find  in  your  progress  any  further  directions  necessary, 
you  will  state  the  points  and  shall  without  delay  receive  the  necessary  answers, 
to  the  end  that  the  settlement  may,  if  possible,  be  fixed  before  the  rubbee  be 
reaped. 

The  Nuzeranah  of  Zemaneah  for  last  year  being  so  large  induces  me  to  re- 
quest you  will  report  whether  the  said  Rs.  6,395  be  included  or  separate  from  the 
Rs.  1,63,448  which  the  Canoongoes  delivered  into  Government  as  the  Tuskheesy 
Jumma  of  1196,  since,  if  it  be  not,  they  have  very  materially  deviated  from 
their  duty  in  concealing  such  a  sum,  the  more  especially  as  they  have  certified 
the  above  to  be  the  whole  Jumma  on  all  accounts.  I  wish  also  to  know  whether 
there  was  any  separate  Nuzerana  in  Chownsa,  Mohummedabad  or  Kurendah 
distinct  from  the  1 0  years'  Mofussil  Jumma  as  delivered  in  by  the  Canoongoes, 
and,  if  there  was,  what  may  have  been  its  amount  as  far  as  you  may  have  ascer- 
tained. 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  March,  enclosing  Cossim  Beg's 
answer  to  the  question  I  put  to  him. 

Resident  to  Mr.  Neave,  I  have  certainly  no  recollection  of  the  ground  of 

^l^'^wLa'td'l"^:.^'  his  present' apology,  and  must   therefore  doubt  his  as- 

27th  March  1790.  sertion  of  any  acquiescence  of  mine  to  his  retaining 
Bhawanny  Sahay. 

lit.  As  his  innocence  could  not,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  have  (as 
Kassim  mentions)  been  assertaincd  at  the  time  of  the  latter  taking  leave  of  me, 
and  2ndly  as,  had  it  been  so,  Cossim  would  naturally  have  in  that  case  applied 
lor  arid  obtained  a  written  repeal  of  the  former  positive  injunction  for  the  said 
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Bhawanny's  dismission,  which  at  all  events  was  necessary  to  justify  his  disobedi- 
ence of  the  first  existing  order.  Yet  as  it  is  after  all  possible  that  there  may  be 
some  kind  of  foundation  for  the  plea  that  is  set  up  by  Kassim.  and  as  I  shall  be 
much  better  pleased  if  the  country  can  be  properly  managed  without  having 
recourse  to  the  extremity  of  dismissing  him,  and  conceiving  the  means  you  have 
for  that  purpose  pointed  out  to  bid  fair  for  attaining  the  end  thus  proposed,  I 
do  therefore  very  willingly  yield  my  consent  to  Heera  Laul  and  Mahamed 
Hossain  being  respectively  stationed  the  one  in  Zemaneah,  the  other  in  Chownsa, 
in  the  manner  you  have  separately  suggested  in  respect  to  each,  and  with  the 
good  will  and  acquiescence  of  the  Amil,  whose  ultimate  responsibility  for  the 
revenue  is  of  course  to  continue  unimpaired.  I  leave  with  pleasure  to  you  to 
adjust  the  detail  and  circumstances  of  those  appointments  with  Kassim  Beg  and 
I  wish  you  further  to  impress  him  with  the  idea  that  as  I  shall  be  inclined  to 
form  my  opinion  of  him  from  this  period  rather  than  from  what  has  passed,  it 
will  still  be  in  his  power  by  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  settlement  made,  and  by  the 
regular  discharge  of  his  Kists,  to  entitle  himself  to  my  approbation,  and  through 
me  to  that  of  Government. 

The  instructions  to  Heera  Laul  you  will  draw  out  and  deliver  to  him, 
(under  such  public  designation  as  you  may  think  fit),  before  you  leave  the  Per- 
gunnah,  informing  both  him  and  Mahamed  Hossain  that  from  your  recommen- 
dation of  them  I  place  the  strongest  reliance  on  their  vigilant  and  upright  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  that  will  be  committed  to  them,  and  I  have  only  to  add  my 
reliance  that  under  these  precautions  your  settlement  will  suffer  no  infringement, 
but  be  on  the  contrary  thoroughly  confirmed,  at  the  same  time  that  the  revenues 
continue  to  be  duly  realized  and  remitted ;  on  which  point  I  beg  you  to  satisfy 
yourself  as  far  as  possible  before  you  leave  the  spot. 

You  will  of  course  direct  Heera  Laul  regularly  to  advise  me  of  every  materi- 
al occurrence,  and  prescribe  to  him  and  to  Mahamed  Hossain  the  regulations  of 
the  last  and  present  year  as  the  invariable  rules  of  their  guidance. 


At  the  request  of  the  Amil  of  Shadeeabad  the  following  order  is  written 
to  him,  to  the  Canoongoes  and  to  the  Zemindars  of  that  Pergunnah. 

Whereas  it  hath   been  represented  that  the  Maliks  of  the  villages  and 

<«iv  w  '  TTQft  lands,   that  have  lain  waste  and  been  from   ancient 

19th  Feoruary  1790. 

Vide  page  181.  times  overrun  with  Jungle,  do  not  set  themselves  about 

bringing  the  same  into  cultivation,  and  do  at  the  same  time  object   to  the  Amils 
letting  such  grounds  to  farmers  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  them  into  cultiva- 
tion :  Therefore  it  is  written  that  sis  in   all  respects  it 
^^^  '         is  very  much  the  object  of  Government  to  bring  these 

lands  iuto  cultivation,  all  the  Zemindars  and  Putteedars  who  are  MaUks  of  these 
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villages  are  therefore  from  this  date  to  the  end  of  Jeyt  to  deliver  in  their  pro- 
posals through  the  Canoongoes  to  the  Amil  for  bringing  the  said  anciently  waste 
land  in  their  respective  shares  into  cultivation,  and  they  are  to  take  Pottahs  ac- 
cordingly, and  are  so  to  exert  themselves  that  in  2  years  all  the  waste  and  fallow 
land  may  be  brought  into  cultivation,  and  in  all  respects  the  Pottahs  which  they 
shall  get  for  these  lands  from  the  Amil  tliey  are  to  consider  as  permanent,  and 
that  until  the  end  of  the  period  of  the  Amil's  Tahud,  no  further  demand  shall 
be  made  on  them  on  account  of  the  said  land.  Should  any  Zemindars  refractori- 
ly not  deliver  in  their  proposals  within  3  months  for  bringing  the  old  waste  lands 
of  their  respective  shares  into  cultivation,  or  if  in  the  month  of  Assar  they  shall  not 
exert  themselves  for  that  purpose,  the  Amil  is  to  commit  such  anciently  waste 
land  to  farmers  to  be  brought  into  cultivation ;  and  the  farmer  who  shall  bring 
such  waste  land  into  cultivation  shall  remain  in  possession  till  the  expiration 
of  the  date  of  his  lease.  The  above  is  published  for  the  information  of  all  con- 
cerned, it  being  at  the  same  time  understood  that  this  publication  relates  only 
to  the  anciently  waste  land  such  as  hath  for  a  century  remained  waste,  and 
which  has  not  been  included  in  the  4  years'  Pottahs,  Wherefore  they  are  to  ob- 
tain Pottahs  for  the  cultivation  of  this  anciently  waste  land  in  the  form  of 
"waste  laud  Pottahs"  from  the  Amil,  whilst  all  the  4  years'  Pottahs  which  are 
under  an  English  signature  are  to  remain  permanent  and  unalterable  as  long  as 
the  revenue,  therein  specified,  shall  be  paid,  nor  is  any  one  authorized  to  depart 
therefrom  a  hair's  breadth. 


The  Resident  taking  into  consideration  the   present  state  of  the  Pergun- 

nah  of  Hevelee  Ghazeepoor,  including  the  charges  that 
Dated  27th  July  1789.  i        >  &  6 

Pergunnah  Hevelee  Qha-    n&ve  been   made   by   Messrs.    Gilchrist   and  Charters 
teepore.  against  the  farmer  thereof,  and  having  also  for  some 

*^        '  time  past  understood  that  the  farmer  in  question  was 

desirous,  in  consequence  of  those  disputes,  to  relinquish  all  further  concern  in 
the  district  for  the  4  remaining  years  of  his  lease,  although,  his  signification  or 
assent  in  writing  to  this  effect  hath  not  yet  been  received,  and  the  Resident 
being  further  desirous,  and  deeming  it  at  all  events  necessary,  to  take  care  of  the 
cultivation  and  to  make  a  proper  settlement  in  that  Pergunnah  for  the  future 
years,  and  thinking  it  may,  in  this  respect,  be  a  proper  place  to  make  an  experi- 
ment of  the  10  years'  settlement  recommended  by  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  in  his  Lordship's  commands  of  the  1 7th  of  June  last,  doth  with  these 
views  now  appoint  Mirza  Ussed  Ullah  Beg  to  proceed  as  Ameen  into  the  said 
Pergunnah. 
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The  Eesideot  intending  to  settle  tbe  Pergunnah  of  Kurendah  or  Kun- 

dah  on  a  10  years'  lease,  instructions  for  this  purpose 

29th  August  1789.  are   now  issued  to  Ram  Sing,  the  present  superinten- 

SettleiJient  of  Karendah.      j      ,  ,    .  ,    ,        ,, 

detit  and   lutended  collector  thereof  on  the  part  of 

■  Government,  such  instructions  being  the  same  as  al- 

ready issued  to  the  Amanny  Amils  of  Ghazeepore,  Ghurra  Dehma,  and  Chunar, 


Translation  of  form  of  10  years'  Gabooleeut. 

I  Zemindar,  (Talookdar  or  Puttce- 

20tb  November  1789.  dar)  of  of  the  village,  Talooka  or 

Vide  page  185.  tj^g  Putteedary  in  the  Tuppeh  pf  and 

Form  of  10  years'  Caboo-     ^  u    c  •     i.u    o-  c 

jggyj  ''  Pergunnah  of  m  the  Sirpar  pf 

Whereas  in  view  to  the  welfare  of  and  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
jcountry  and  community  at  large,  a  fixed  settlement  has  been  made  with  me  by 
pi-der  of  the  Sircar  at  the  Jumma  and  Kisthundee  contained  in  the  Zeyl,  or 
undermentioned  statement,  for  10  years  certain  at  the  yearly  Jumma  of 
or  1197,  and  of  for  the  following  nine  years,  on  the  stipulation  that 

the  profit  and  loss  thereon  shall  be  entirely  mine,  and  that,  exclusive  of  what  is 
here  stipulated,  I  ?hall  have  nothing  more  pn  any  pretence  tp  pay,  I  do  therefore 
of  my  own  free  will  and  consent  hereby  agree  that  I  will  from  Koar  tp  Jeyt  in- 
clusive pay  the  said  Jumnja  or  revenue  to  Government,  Kist  by  Kist,  and  year  by 
year,  for  the  said  10  years  according  to  the  Kistbundee,  and  the  profit  from  addi- 
tional cultivation  in  that  time  is  my  oiyn,  and  Government  has  nothing  to  do 
therewith  npr  any  claim  therein  and  if  (which  God  forbid).  I  fail  in  the  due 
and  regular  payment  of  my  revenue  in  any  Kist  or  year  and  become  in  balance, 
let  my  Zemindaree  (Puttee  or  Talooka;  be  immediately  gold  by  publip  outcry 
together  with  my  effects,  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  complete  liquidation 
of  the  just  claim  pf  the  Sircar,  concerning  which  neither  I  nof  my  heirs  have  or 
shall  have  any  ground  of  objection,  and  my  rights,  whether  in  the  laud  pr  eflfects 
will  then  devolve  to  the  purchaser,  and  neither  I  nor  my  heirs  shall  retain  any 
plaim  to  the  said  Zemindaree,  Puttee  or  Talooka  or  eflfects  whatsoever. 

I  agree  »pt  to  resume  pr  interfere  \7ith  any  Maafy,  Mujray,  Kishnarpun 
or  other  free  land,  held  by  the  occupants  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1 195  Fuslee, 
without  the  order  pf  Government,  nor  shall  I  make  any  new  grants  but  under 
that  sanction,  and  should  Government  make  any  such  resumption  1  will  pay  the 
due  revenue  thereon  in  addition  to  the  present  specified  Jumma.  If  I  make  any 
new  grancs  of  Lakheraj  lands,  let  them  be  confiscated  by  Government,  and  the 
grantee  possessing  be  obliged  tp  pay,  as  a  fine,  dpuble  the  rents  thereof  during 
the  period  of  their  alienation. 


SETTLEMENT   APPENDIX.  XCl 

I  stipulate  and  give  in  writing  that  keeping  the  Ryots  satisfied  and  con- 
tented with  my  conduct,  I  will  collect  the  revenue  according  to  the  ITookum- 
uamah  or  regulation  of  the  25th  Juno  1788,  and  the  measurement  of  the  Nukdeo 
or  ready  money  land  producing  Koyrour,  (opium  and  vegetables),  and  Sugar  cane 
and  other  articles  of  the  Khureef  or  Rubbee  harvest  as  specified  for  one  or  two 
harvests,  from  Goend  (land  near  the  village)  Meeana  (land  situated  further  off) 
Pala  (or  land  at  a  great  distance  from  the  village),  according  to  the  first,  second 
and  third  kind  thereof,  shall  not  be  made  by  any  other  Nal  or  rod  than  one  of 
the  length  of  three  Derah  Illahee,  (which  shall  be  equal  in  length  to  the  standard 
Nal  or  rod  seirt  from  the  Sudder  Cutcherry  under  an  English  seal  and  deposited 
in  charge  of  the  Canoongoes  of  the  Pergunnah),  nor  shall  any  Beegah  consist  of 
less  than  20  Cottahs. 

The  rate  of  Nukdee,  or  revenue  lands  paying  ready  money,  shall  be  that  of 
1187  Fuslee,  including  and  incorporated  therewith  the  Abwab  of  that  year,  as 
the  same  has  been  ascertained,  so  that  now  the  rate  of  the  revenue,  being  thus 
fixed,  is  to  be  taken,  without  Abwab,  Bil  Mukta,  or  in  one  sum  or  rate,  per  Beegah, 
nor  shall  any  Abwab  be  in  any  respect  demanded  on  and  above  the  said  Jumma. 

The  Botay  revenue  lands  being  also  measured  by  the  same  rod,  and  the 
produce  thereof  being  ascertained  by  the  mode  termed  Kunkoot,  through  the 
means  of  Salessan  or  arbitrators  and  the  Canoongoes,  in  the  manner  directed 
by  the  Rewaj-ul-Mulk,  or  custom  of  the  country,  the  same  shall  be  divided  and 
taken  according  to  fairness  and,  justice,  and,  besides  that,  nothing  more  shall  be 
taken.  The  Nerik,  or  rate  of  value  to  be  put  om  the  grain  of  the  Khureef  harvest, 
shall  be  fixed  in  the  month  of  Maug,  and  that  of  the  Rubbee  crop  in  the  month 
of  Jeyt,  according  to  the  current  market  price  of  the  Pergunnah,  which  shall  be 
ascertained  for  the  respective  seasons  of  the  Khureef  and  Rubbee  harvests  and 
fixed  on  at  the  Presence,  and  thereby  the  Ryot's  Betay  accounts  shall  be  settled,  j 

I  do  therefore  promise  and  give  in  writing  that  I  will  take  from  the  Ryots 
the  Mai  or  Assil  and  Abwab  in  a  united  collection,  according  to  the  rates  thereof 
9S  they  stooil  up  to  the  Fuslee  year  1187,  nor  will  I  in  any  respect  make  undue 
demands  of  anything  above  that  Assil  with  its  Abwab,  or  make  use  of  any  other 
Nal,  or  measuring  rod,  accepting  that  specified  in  the  above  regulations,  and  if  I 
do,  I  shall  be  punishable  by  Government,  and  pay  whatever  fine  shall  be  required 
of  me.  Whereas  by  the  rates  and  regulations  enjoined  by  the  Rookumnamah  of  the 
25th  of  June  1788,  the  rates  of  11 87  are  to  be  charged  on  the  same  extent  of  land 
aj8  in  1187,  I  do  therefore  stipulate  that  in  comparing  and  adjusting  thediflference 
or  Kusrat  between  the  present  Nal  of  three  Derah  Illahee  and  the  former  Nal,  I 
will  fairly  and  honestly  bring  the  same  to  account,  to  the  specification  of  such 
difference  which  is  endorsed  for  any  village  on  this  deed,  and  whatever  diflference 
arise  to  the  Ryots  from  the  Morrahs  or  loops  of  the  former  measuring  ropes  is 
now  given  up  to  them,  and  I  will  never  take  from  the  Ryots  the  additional  Kus- 
rat on  that  account.     The  revenue  rendered  lawful  and  appointed  by  the  Pottahs 
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and  Hookumnamah  I  shall  take,  and  I  will  give  receipt  for  every  payment  made 
by  every  Ryot,  and  any  person  complaining  that  a  receipt  has  been  refused  him, 
upon  establishing  the  charge,  shall  be  entitled  to  double  the  amount  paid  by  him, 
as  damages  from  the  person  who  received  it,  neither  shall  I  raise  the  loss,  occasion- 
ed by  any  of  my  Ryots  running  away,  from  those  who  remain,  under  a  penalty  of 
twice  the  amount  so  raised,  and  I  am  so  to  exert  myself  that  the  cultivation  in 
the  village  shall  appear  more  than  formerly.  1  agree  also  to  admit  the  Canoon- 
goes  who  have  been  appointed  by  Government  to  keep  counter  accounts  of  my 
receipts,  and  shall  in  no  respect  keep  any  thing  hidden  from  them,  and  will  deli- 
ver to  the  Canoougoes  the  accounts  of  the  lands  in  the  village,  and  as  all  the 
Sayerjehaut  or  duties,  including  Khana  Shumary  or  Ghur  Dewary  and  Abkary 
or  Kulwary  and  Khergy  and  Rahdary  <fec.,  have  been  abolished  since  the  year 
11 95,  I  am  not  to  collect  any  thing  on  those  accounts  and  if  the  same  be  proved 
on  me  I  shall  pay  a  fine  of  three  times  the  amount. 

I  shall  not  harbour  or  suffer  thieves  and  robbers  in  my  limits,  and  should 
they  any  where  be  ascertained  to  be  therein,  I  will  apprehend  and  deliver  them 
up,  and  if,  (which  God  forbid),  the  property  of  any  one  be  plundered  or  stolen,  I 
will  discover  the  thieves  with  the  property  and  returned  the  goods  to  the 
owner  and  send  the  thieves  or  murderers  through  the  Sudder  Cutcherry  to  the  Pre- 
sence to  be  tried,  and  if  I  cannot  discover  the  property  and  robber  I  will,  without 
plea  or  excuse,  consider  it  as  incumbent  on  roe  to  make  good  the  loss  ;  and  if  in 
my  limits  any  murder  or  affary  take  place  between  the  Ryots,  or  that  any  one 
kill  another,  or  that  robbery  or  night  mui'der  occur,  I  will  send  the  actors  in 
such  affaiy  or  the  murderers  to  the  Cutcherry  of  the  Pei^unnah  with  Sooruthaul 
or  statement  of  the  circumstances  under  the  seal  of  the  Cazee  and  attestation 
of  the  Canoongoes.  I  will  regularly  obey  all  the  summonses  and  orders  of  Gov- 
ernment and  in  case  of  any  resistance  to  its  authority  I  am  to  forfeit  my  Zemin- 
daree  rights  as  for  rebellion. 


I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  with   the  accounts  of 

the  proposed  settlement  of  Kurendah  in  English  and 
Resident  to  Mr.  Neave.  Po-o'on 

Dated     12th      December      ^e^^ian. 
1789. 

Vidi'^gfisV^"'^"^^^"  ^P^"  ^  general  view  and  consideration  of  the  settle- 
ment, I  have  no  ^hesitation  in  expressing  my  approba- 
tion of  your  proceedings  thereon,  which  I  am  well  convinced  have  been  conduct- 
ed with  the  best  views  towards  the  public  good,  at  the  same  time  that  they  have, 
I  think,  been  attended  with  as  much  success  as  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  with  the  difficulties  you  had  to  struggle  against  and  the  prejudice  entertain- 
ed by  the  Zemindars  to  a  money  settlements,  could  be  reasonably  expected. 

After  promising  thus  much  I  of  course  confirm  the  settlement  as  far  as 
you  have  made  it,  and  shall  sign  the  Fottahs  when  you  forward   them  to  me, 
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thereby  still  reserving  an  option  to  the  present  refractory    Zemindars  to  engage 
hereafter  for  such  of  their  lands  as  you  have  been  obliged  to  leave  Amanny. 

I  could  have  wished  that  there  had  not  been  occasion  for  Serberakars, 
but  as  I  have  however  no  doubt  of  your  having  found  them  indispensably  neces- 
sary, I  mean  not  to  object  to  them,  understanding  them  to  be  in  the  nature  of 
Managers  chosen  by  the  Zemindars,  and  also  as  securities  to  Government,  whilst 
they  remain  on  good  terms  with  their  principals ;  but  that  should  differences 
ensue,  they  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  be  liable  to  removal,  in  the  course 
of  the  10  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  ruling  power  for  the  time  being,  on  Go- 
vernment previously  seeing  them  indemnified  for  any  outlay  or  advances  they 
may  have  made  in  the  payment  of  the  revenue.  This  observation  need  not,  un- 
less you  deem  it  necessary,  be  formally  notified  to  the  parties,  under  the  predica- 
ment I  allude  to,  because  it  is  in  my  opinion  of  itself  sufficiently  obvious,  and 
results  from  the  nature  of  their  situations  as  employed  at  the  request  of  the 
Zemindars,  and  I  only  here  notice  it  that  the  idea,  on  which  their  admission  is 
sanctioned,  may  remain  on  record  and  be  clearly  imderstood  in  time  to  come. 

The  promise  of  abatement  to  some  of  the  Zemindars  in  case  of  losses  by 
the  river,  I  approve  of  in  the  present  instance,  as  being  in  itself  equitable  ;  and 
in  Kurendah,  perhaps,  more  uecessary  than  in  many  other  parts  of  the  Zemin- 
daree,  but,  in  general,  and  for  the  purposes  of  your  further  deputation  hereafter 
noticed,  I  wish  that  the  agreements  with  the  Zemindars  may,  as  far  as  possible, 
be  precise  and  final  without  leaving  open  any  claim  or  future  ground  of  plea 
whatsoever,  and  i-ather  than  let  any  such  remain,  I  would  yield  up  to  them  such 
a  portion  of  what  Government  might  otherwise  demand,  as  may  be  esteemed  a 
fair  consideration  for  calamities  of  season,  by  rivers  <fec. 

With  respect  to  Denonaut  I  find  he  is  a  great  favorite  and  companion  of 
the  l^aja's  and  also  much  respected  by  the  principal  Ranee,  the  widow  of  Bulwunt 
Singh.  On  these  grounds  the  Raja  granted  to  him  several  years  ago  a  Mokurrery 
sunnud  at  the  reduced  Jumma  you  mention,  to  which,  as  the  Zemindars  have 
refused  to  avail  themselves  of  your  option,  I  shall  not  at  present  object  but  leave 
the  matter  to  the  decision  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  to  which  1  shall 
point  out  your  remarks  in  this  instance  in  a  report  I  intend  making  on  all  such 
immunities  throughout  the  country.  Meanwhile  Denonant's  Pottah  may  be  sign- 
ed like  the  others,  with  this  precaution,  that  an  endorsement  be  made  therein 
signifying  that  with  regard  to  the  Jumma  and  to  his  Mokurrery  sunnud,  these 
points  are  left  to  the  decision  of  the  Government  in  Calcutta. 

The  form  you  have  granted  to  Koodrut  Ali  I  approve  of,  on  the  grounJs 
you  mention,  and  on  which  you  were  previously  instructed  to  proceed.  The 
allowance  to  the  excluded  Zemindars  must  be  a  matter  of  future  consideration  ; 
meanwhile  they  will,  as  usual,  be  allowed  their  own  seer,  Neejjote  or  the  lands 
they  themselves  pei*8onally  cultivate,  which  are,  I  believe,  always  left  at  more  mo- 
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derate  rates  than  the  other  hands.  On  this  subject  I  request  you  will  let  me  know 
from  what  funds  the  allowance  or  proportion  of  1-15-6  per  cent,  which  you  calcu- 
late that  they  have  of  late  years  I'cceived,  arc  [derived,  stating  as  nearly  as  you 
can  the  particulars  whence  the  calculation  is  made. 

Your  accounts  of  the  Krishnarpun  and  Maafy  lands  are  very  satisfactory, 
and  I  am  obliged  by  your  attention  in  respect  to  the  state  of  the  population  of 
Kurendah,  which  I  need  not  recommend  to  you  to  endeavor  in  like  manner  to 
procure  from  Zemaneah  and  Chownsa  as  also  from  the  next  adjoining  Pergunnah 
of  Mohammedabad  into  which  I  wish  you  to  proceed  to  make  a  10  years'  settle- 
ment on  the  same  principles  and  under  the  same  instructions  as  you  have  al  • 
ready  been  furnished  with  for  Kurendah,  including  the  purport  of  the  further 
observations  above  made  and  observing  as  general  rules  that  it  is  to  be  consider- 
ed a  very  desirable  object  to  have  as  many  Zemindars,  and  Puttcedars,  and  as  few 
farmers  as  possible,  and  2ndly,  that  it  is  equally  and  even  a  still  greater  object, 
that  every  Zemindareo  or  Talookdaree  should  be  subdivided  as  far  as  there  are 
distinct  shares  and  proprietors,  and  that  one  proprietor  shall  not  (as  far  as  may 
be)  find  means  to  include  in  his  tenure  and  Cabooleeut  the  distinct  shares  of 
his  younger  or  less  considerable  brethren  ;  for  the  smaller  the  engagement  and 
the  less  considerable  the  landholders  the  more  we  secure  the  interior  peace  of 
the  country  and  a  ready  obedience  to  Government,  which  of  course  comprehends 
the  due  payment  of  the  revenue.  All  which  ends  are  obstructed  by  great  and 
turbulent  land  holders,  who  in  this  part  of  the  country  appear  for  the  most  part 
to  have  become  so  by  nothing  else  than  usurpation  over  their  brethren.  I  need 
hardly  add  that  where  the  lands  are  undivided  all  the  names  of  the  parties 
should  be  inserted  in  their  engagements  with  Government. 


'o"o* 


The  Pergunnah  of  Mohammedabad  having  for  last  year  been  rented  in 
the  name  of  Sheo  Ruttun  Sing  on  his  own  account  and  that  of  his  family,  I  en- 
close a  Perwannah  to  him  (as  he  is  still  to  be  continued  as  Amanny  Amil)  requir- 
ing him  to  attend  on  you  for  the  purposes  of  the  new  settlement,  concerning 
which  both  he  and  his  brother  Sheo  Persun  are  fully  apprized  of  my  intentions 
and  have  promised  the  most  ready  obedience  to  your  authority.  One  of  them  will 
join  you  in  a  very  few  days,  and  their  agent  Fringsahy  and  the  Canoongoes  (to 
whom  orders  are  also  enclosed)  are  on  the  spot  and  will  afford  you  every  informa- 
tion you  may  call  for. 

I  leave  it  to  your  discretion  to  make  the  best  use  of  your  time  between 
the  contiguous  Pergunnahs  of  Zemaneah,  Chownsa  and  Mahammedabad,  relying 
that  you  will  execute  your  Commission  in  regard  to  each  in  a  manner  which  I 
have  no  doubt  will  redound  to  your  credit,  at  the  same  time  that,  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  collections,  the  whole  should  be  completed  before  or  by  the  time 
that  the  rubbee  crop  is  ready  to  be  reaped. 

You  do  not  mention  what  security  has  been  taken  from  the  Kurendah 
Zemindars  and  the  farmers,   which  may  I  think  be  necessary,  and  if  you  and  the 


SETTLEMENT  APPENDIX.  XCV 

Amil  arc  of  the  samo  opinion  you  will  instruct  tho  latter  accordingly  before  leav- 
ing the  Pergunnah,  ami  attend  also,  (as  you  were  originally  instructed),  to  the 
realization  of  the  current  Kists  in  the  three  Pergunnahs  which  you  have  yet  to 
proceed  into. 


The  new  form  of  Pottahs  specifying  that  the  Kusrat,  or  difference  bc- 

T^    -J    i.  X   »r    >'  tweeu  the  old  and  new  Nals   or  measuring  rods  of 

Resident  to  Mr.  J«  eave.  ° 

13th  December  1789.  each  Pcrgunnah,  is  to  be  specified  on  the  back  of  each 

^^*       *  Pottah  as  a  guide  and  rule  for  adjusting  the  current 

rates  of  collections  to  the  like  standard  of  Mai  including  about  the  same  as  ex- 
isted in  llSTFuslee;  I  hope  you  have  attended  to 
this  circumstance ;  but  lest  it  should  have  possibly 
escaped  you,  or  that  you  should  be  at  a  loss  for  the  exact  Kusrat  or  difference 
in  qiiestion,  I  now  enclose  Persian  lists  of  them  for  the  Pergunnahs  to  which 
your  commission  at  present  extends,  and  also  here  subjoin  them  in  English. 

Money  difference 

land  difference    per  Rupee  of  Ilye 
Biswas  Biswasees.  of  1187. 

In  Chownsa  per  Beegah,           2        •    3^            do.  2"3 

„     Zemaneah        „        *     2           18              do.  2"9 

„     Kurendeh,       „        ...         ...         ...           1           15               do.  1*6 

,,      Mahamedabad,          ...         ...         ...           3             9               do.  3'G 

The  new  Nal  being  longer  than  the  old,  and  the  Beegahs  of  course  larger, 
the  above  difference  is  to  be  or  may  be  taken  per  Rupee  from  the  Ryots  by  the 
Zemindars  in  addition  to  the  Rye  or  rate  of  1187  which  they  have  contracted 
to  make  the  criterion  of  their  collections. 


I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Raja,  having  seen  and  consi- 

T»   -:i    XX   ir    XT  dered  the  settlement  of  Kurendah,  has  signified  to  me 

Resident  to  Mr.  Neave.  ® 

13th  December  1789.  his  approbation  thereof;  but,  with  respect  to  Deena- 

■  naut,  on  my  conversing  with  him  to-day  and  telling 

him  that  it  was  from  consideration  to  his  Sunnud  and 
the  relation  which  I  understood  that  person  stood  to 
him  and  to  the  Ranee,  that  no  alteration  had  been  made  or  was  intended  in  that 
part  of  the  settlement,  he  plainly  enough  intimated  that  he  had  no  wish  to  pre- 
serve Deenanauth's  immunity,  and  that  even  the  Sunnud  had  been  granted  by 
him  when  he  could  not  in  his  own  idea  be  considered  as  quite  a  free  agent. 
With  this  information  from  the  Raja's  own  mouth  I  see  no  propriety  in  our  giv- 
ing up  any  part  of  tho  public  revenue,  and  therefore  commit  with  pleasure  to 
your  discretion  such  an  arrangement  of  that  Mehal,  as  you  may  judge  most   ad- 
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visable,  and  as  may  at  the  same  time  prove  most  convenient  in  the  present  stage 
of  the  settlement,  either  by  resuming  it  altogether  from  Deeuanauth  or  letting 
him  have  it,  (if  the  Zemindars  continue  averse),  at  such  a  reivsonable  assessment 
as  may  appeal-  equitable,  or  otherwise  adjusting  this  residue  of  the  business 
as  your  view  of  things  on  the  spot  may  point  out  as  most  expedient. 


I  have  been  honored  with  the  receipt  of  your  letter  bearing  date  the  12th 

instant,  and  feel  highly  gratified  by  your  approbation 
Letter  from  Mr.  J.  Neave,        n  .■,  ^  ^  ri- 

Head    Assistant,  regarding    ot  my  settlement,  you  may  rely  on  my  attending  strict- 

Smber^ftb/^'*''^  ^^'^  ^^"     ^^   ^^  ^'^^^  viishes  on  every  point  that  may  hereafter 
occur,  and  which  are  now  marked  out  to  form  a  decid- 
ed line  of  conduct. 

With  respect  to  the  seer,  Nijjote,  or  lands  which  the  Zemindars  person- 
ally cultivate,  1  am  informed  that  in  cases  where  they  fall  under  the  Amanny  or 
Khas  denominations,  they  are  no  longer  to  be  considered  in  auy  other  light  than 
the  common  cultivation  of  other  Ryots. 

In  answer  to  your  question  requiring  to  know  from  what  funds  I  had  cal- 
culated the  average  of  Ks.  1-15-G  due  to  the  Zemindars,  I  must  urge  that  to 
form  any  calculation  at  all,  I  was  in  the  necessity  of  admitting  a  right,  which 
may  be  disallowed,  as  it  depended  on  the  pleasure  of  the  Amil  to  acknowledge  a 
privilege  sanctioned  more  by  custom  and  caprice  than  auy  written  document. 
The  only  two  heads  that  could  come  within  the  line  of  admissioQ  were  "  Maafy 
Nankar  "  and  "  Choot." 

The  ten  years'  amount  of  Maafy  Nankar 
is,  3,258     2     0 

Ditto  Choot,       5,773     5     9       9,031     7     9 

The  total  amount  of  collections  during  the  last  ten  years 
after  deducting  the  Canoongoe's  villages  is,        .».  ,         ...  4,5^,130  10     0 

I  have  now  stated  my  grounds  of  calculation,  and  you  will  determine 
whether  these  doubtful  heads  are  of  a  sufficient  authority  to  give  the  Zemindars 
a  j  ust  claim  to  the  munificence  of  Government. 

My  presence  being  no  longer  necessary  in  this  Pergimnah,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  Mahammedabad  the  day  after  tomorrow.  Were  I  to  wait  here  for  the 
completion  of  the  Pottahs,  I  should  be  delayed  for  some  eight  days  longer,  and 
my  time  will  be  more  profitably  employed  in  forwarding  your  instructions  before 
the  Rubbee  harvest  is  elapsed.  The  Ameen,  Ram  Sing,  will  send  the  Pottahs 
for  your  and  the  Raja's  signature.  The  Cabooleeuts  are  all  entered  into  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  of  settlement.  Deeuanauth's  Pottah  is  to  be  made  out  with  the 
Memorandum  you  directed. 
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Responsible  securities  have  been  taken,  but  for  one  year  only.  Tliey  are 
to  be  renewed  annually,  aa  none  of  the  securities  will  stand  for  ten  successive 
years. 

The  Resident  thinks  fit  here  to  record  that  his  reasons  for  dispossessing 

Lalla    Sudauund  of  his    remaining  4  yeara'  lease  of 

e  ruary        .  Ghissooah  by.  requiriu''  him  to  give  an  Istifa  or  resig- 

Vide  page  189.  .7        ^  o  b  o 

nation  for  the  purpose,  (as  he  did  accordingly  deliver 

on  the  6th   February  1790),  are  founded,  1st  on  his  declared  inability  to  pay 

the  stipulated  revenue  to   Government  during  to   said 

LalaSutlannnd deprived  o£     period  upon  the  Mofussil  settlement  that  has    been 
his  lease  of  Ghissoali. 

fixed,  and  2ndly  (as  Sudanund  has  of  course  had  a 

principle  influence  and  directions  in  conjunction  with  the  Canoongoes  in  making 
that  Mofussil  settlement)  to  show  the  5  years'  Amils  that  in  case  any  of  them 
should,  from  secret  views  of  interest  or  combination  with  the  Zemindars  and  far- 
mers, strive  to  reduce  their  Mofussil  Jumma  below  the  standered  required  for 
the  Sudder  Jumma  or  Government's  rental  already  settled,  such  attempts  will 
not  succeed  on  their  part,  nor  will  they  be  allowed  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
efiects  of  such  aiiiifice  by  being  permitted  to  remain  in  their  station. 

As  however  the  Resident  does  not  believe  that  Lalla  Sudanund  has  in  the 
present  instance  practised  any  undue  or  secret  stratagem  with  a  view  to  reduce 
the  Mofussil  Jumma,  but  that  he  has,  on  the  contrary,  made  a  fair  and  reason- 
able assessment,  (which  is  further  apparent  by  even  the  Raja's  Mutsuddee, 
Sookhlaul,  saying  at  a  guess  that  the  settlement  is  not  exceptionable  and  that 
there  could  not  be  above  2000  or  2,600  Rupees  more  at  the  utmost  laid  on  it)  he 
therefore  thinks  that  the  said  Sudanund  should  not  be  punished  by  entire  depri- 
vation for  what  is  rather  a  misfortune  to  him  in  having  a  larger  proportional  in- 
crease laid  on  his  5  years'  settlement  for  last  year  than  the  country  could  (as 
now  appears)  bear,  and  larger  in  fact,  exceeding  30  per  cent  in  the  5  years,  than 
ought  to  have  been  assessed.  Yet  as  there  is  danger  in  now  reducing  it,  it  is 
determined  to  remove  him  and  to  grant  him  in  lieu  thereof  the  Amildaree  or 
coUectorship,  (on  the  usual  commission  of  Dehyek  and  Nisf  Bhuray),  of  Bealsee 
and  Kurendah,  the  Jumma  of  both  which  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  Per- 
gunnah  he  gives  up. 

And  for  the  rest  the  Resident  is,  on  mature  reflection,  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  very  dangerous  to  the  revenue,  to  leave  the  relization  of  it  in  Benares, 
for  at  least  for  some  time  to  come,  to  mere  collectors,  because  they  would  not 
feel  a  sufficient  interest  to  make  them  exert  themselves  in  the  realization  of  the 
revenue  funds ;  and  the  state  of  the  Zemindars  of  Benares  is  not  yet  such  as 
to  make  it  even  equitable  to  themselves  to  entrust  the  payment  of  the  revenue 
entirely  without  control  to  their  discretions.  That  time  may  however  come  and 
the  Resident  hopes  it  is  approaching  and  that  the  present  system  will  serve 
gradually  to  introduce  it. 
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7th  February  1790. 

Vide  page  189. 

4     years'    settlement    of 
Ghissooah. 


State  of   the    Mufussil    and  Sadder    Doul  of 
Ghissooah  for  the  next  4  years. 
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The  Amil  therefore  resigns  this  Mehal.  Of  the  above  Rs,  7,649-9-0  allowed 
for  charges,  the  proportion  of  6,447-6-6  is  for  the  Dehyek  or  10  per  cent  allowed 
to  the  Amil.  The  Resident,  with  a  view  of  saving  to  the  Company  any  loss 
that  would  accrue  on  the  above  resignation  by  the  appointment  of  a  new  Amil 
to  the  Mehal  in  question,  means  to  annex  the  collection  of  Ghissooah  to  the 
adjoining  Perguunah  of  Mongra  on  the  terms  of  the  Amil  of  the  latter,  charg- 
ing (as  is  now  proposed  to  him)  only  5  per  cent  for  the  collections,  or  3,223-11-3 
(exclusive  of  Choot  Maafy  and  Bhuray  (fee,  by  which  upwards  t)f  12,000  Rupees 
would  be  saved  in  the  four  years. 


The  settlement  of  the  villages  in  this  neighbourhood  called  the  Bukaheeat 
being   impending,    and  Lalla  Omrao  Sing,  the  Com- 
pany's   Serishtadar,  being  himself  Canoongoe  of  that 
part  of  the  ^country ;  the  detail  of  this  part  of  the 
assessment  for  10  years  is  therefore  committed  to  Sook 
Lall,  the  Dewan  of  the  Raja,  and  to  the  Raja  and  his 
officers,  exclusively  of  any  participation  on  the  part  of  the  Resident's  own  officers, 
but  subject  of  course,  as  in  other  cases,  to  his  (the  Resident's)  superintendence 
and  ultimate  approbation. 


13th  December  1789. 

Vide  page  190. 

10  years'  settlement  of  the 
Buksheeat  Mehals. 
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The  Resident,  taking  into  consideration  that  his  intentions  in   separating 
from  Sheo  Persum  Sing  the  Pergunnah  of  Bealsee  and 
22nd  September  1799,  the  Buksheeat  (which  took  place  on  the  23rd  December 

Vide  page  190.  j^gg  ^^^j  >j^^  February  1790)  have  not  proved  (as  he 

Tilf^'"^'*''  ^"^''''~*  then  expected,  they  might)  the  means  of  any  public 
saving  or  advantage,  whilst  by  depriving  the  family 
of  the  late  Baboo  Ajayb  Sing  (the  father  of  Sheo  Persun)  of  the  Amildary  of 
these  two  districts  he  has  needlessly  (as  is  now  proved)  taken  from  them  what 
had  been  in  their  family  during  at  least  several  years  before  the  present  Resi- 
dent's arrival  : — 

It  is  therefore  determined  to  restored  to  them  the  said  districts  from  the 
beginning  of  1198  Fuslee  on  the  footing  of  other  A  mils,  that  is,  to  collect  the 
amount  of  the  remaining  nine  of  the  ten  years  settlement  as  fixed  by  the  said 
decennial  Buudobust. 

To  this  effect,  orders  are  this  day  issued  in  consequence  of  which  Suda- 
nund  Bukshee  (to  whom  Bealsee  had  been  allotted  when  it  was  meant  to  have 
deprived  him  of  the  Pergunnah  of  Ghissooah)  will  retain  the  Amildary  of  the 
2  Pergunnahs  of  Ghissooah  and  Kurendah,  and  Sheo  Persun  Sing  will  hold  in 
his  own  name  Kola  Asia,  Bealsee  and  the  Buksheeat,  and  his  brother  Sheo 
Ruttun  the  Pergunnah  of  Mahommedabad,  as  they  did  previous  to  the  present 
Resident's  arrival. 

It  may  be  here  further  observed  that  these  2  brothers  are  of  one  of  the 
principal  families  of  this  Zemindaree  and  related  to  thot  of  the  Raja,  with  whom 
they  are,  probably  for  that  sole  reason,  never  sure  of  being  on  terms  of  cor- 
diality, which  is  indeed  unhappily  the  case  with  all  the  Raja's  other  relations,  but 
as  well  from  justice  as  policy,  our  Government  ought  to  afford  just  support  to 
these  collateral  branches,  and  not  allow  them  to  be  trodden  under  foot,  as  they 
would  soon  be,  were  the  Raja,  at  liberty  to  indulge  his  prejudices. 


There  is  scarce  any  waste  land  in  this  Pergunnah.    The  remarks  in  the 

V    w        to  Ro  'd    t         Persian  copy  of  the  settlement  contains  every  thing 

Dated  28th  Febnary  1 790.    '''^orthy  of  notice  and  will  serve  to  refer  to  if  occasion 

Settlement  of  Kola  Asia,      requires.     The  Canoongoes  have  declared  to  me  that 

Vide  page  193.  the  ten  year's  papers  includes  all  receipts  whatever. 

Sheo  Persun  Sing  informs  me  that  you  are  already  in  possession   of  his  Tulbana 

Ikrah  for  this  Pergunnah.  I  think  myself  bound  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  found 

the  people  here  far  more  ready  to  enter  into  Cabooleeuts  than  in  my  place  I  have 

hitherto  been.    The  Ryots  appear  to  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  Sheo  Persun 

Sing  and  from  a  further  knowledge  I  have  had  of  him,  I  cannot  bad  think  better 

of  his  abilities  and  management  than  I  at  first  conceived  and  expressed  to  yoiu 

G 
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The  above  settlement  lies  for  consideration,  the  Resident  remarking  that 

the  Head  Assistant  has  no  doubt  himself  signed  and 
Resident's remerks.  j  ^i      -n  ..   i  .     .,      . 

issued  the  Pottahs  as  m  the  4  years  settlements  from 

a  consideration  to  Sheo  Persun  Sing  holding  this  Pergunnah  at  a  fixed  or 
Istumrary  Sudder  Jumma,  whence,  as  Xhe  rental  to  Government  could  not  be 
heightened,  he  (Mr,  Neave)  has  in  all  probability  thought  that  there  was  noth- 
ing in  that  respect  left  open  for  the  Raja's  or  the  Resident's  consideration,  their 
signing  of  the  deeds  of  Settlement  becoming  also  unnecessary. 


The  Resident  having  finished  the  10  years'  settlement  of  the  four  Tup- 

,-..  „     ,    -«-.  P6t>8  of  this  Pergunnah  of  Kuntit,  as  far  as  at  present 

17th  March  1790.  . 

Vide  page  195.  practicable,  means  at  the  end  of  this  day's  proceeding 

ChoSsrand'^O^VroJ^:    *°  ^^^^^^^  *^^  particular  account    settlement  of  the 
Tuppehs  of  Chowrassy,  Cheanovy  and  Ouprowdh,  (that 
of  Kone  being  already  entered),  previous  to  which  he  here  inserts  the  following 
decision  this  day  passed  on  a  claim  to  a  disputed  village  in  Chowrassy. 

The  village  of  Rampoor  and  Myegawun  in  Tuppeh  Chowrassy,  of  which 
the  Jummah  stands  at  Rs.  601,  has  for  its  Zemindar,  Persaud.  It  has  been 
mortgaged  to  Munsa  and  Bussunt,  father  and  son,  for  these  40  years'  past,  who 
have  since  1194  mortgaged  it  to  Khyal  Geer.  Of  course  Khyal  Geer  paying 
the  rents  thereof  entered  into  a  Cabooleeut,  upon  which,  without  at  all  apply- 
ing to  the  Resident,  he,  Bussunt,  Muusa's  son,  proceeded  and  established  a  Koorh, 
which  on  the  Resident's  hearing  of,  he  sent  for  and  got  him  to  give  up  the 
Koorh  and  come  in  to  have  his  grievance,  real  or  imaginary,  inquired  into.  Sheo- 
zore  Sing,  the  principal  Agent  of  Baboo  Roop  Sing,  the  Amil  of  Chowrassy,  con- 
fesses that  the  said  Bussunt  having  mortgaged  his  land  as  above  to  Khyal  Geer 
or  Moharam  Geer,  applied  for  a  subsistance  from  the  said  Geer,  upon  which  Sheo- 
zore  Sing  ordered  Khyal  Geer  to  assign  to  him  15  Beegahs  of  land,  which  Khyal 
Geer  had  agreed  to,  but  they  still  differed  about  the  quality  of  the  ground  to  be 
thus  given  up,  on  which  account  Buseuat  went  home  and  set  up  a  Koorh  as 
aforesaid,  but  since  his  return,  Khyal  Geer  having  assented  to  give  the  15  Beegas 
requested,  he  is  now  become  satisfied. 

The  Resident  interrogates  Bussunt  as  follows  :•— 

Question. — Why  did  not  you  present  your  petition  to  me  before  you  set 
up  a  Koorh,  in  like  manner  as  all  other  people  do  ? 

Anstoer. — I  was  in  fault. 

He  is  informed  that  according  to  the  Regulation  of  the  Government  he  is 
to  be  banished  out  of  the  Company's  territories  as  having  without  due  or  indeed 
any  adequate  cause,  and  also  without  applying  to  the  Resident  for  redress,  (al- 
though he  was  on  the  spot),  resorted  thus  to  the  Brahminical  artifice  of  a  Koorh 
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to  extort  his  object  from  Government.  After  threatening  to  carry  the  order  of 
Government  into  strict  execution  against  the  above  Bussunt,  the  Resident  con- 
sents on  the  intercession  of  the  Amil,  and  a  writing  from  Bussunt  never  to  be 
guilty  of  the  like  offence,  to  overlook  his  above  misconduct. 

There  is  another  claim  preferred  by  Moharaj  Geer,  to  whom,  also,  one  of 
the  above  villages,  namely  Rampoor,  has  been  mortgaged  by  this  Bussunt,  who 
has  also  in  like  manner  mortgaged  Mujegawun  to  Bussunt  Dobeh,  but  neither 
Moharaj  nor  Bussunt  appear  to  have  ever  obtained  possession,  Moharaj  only  as- 
serting that  he  laid  out  some  Tuccavee  therein  in  the  beginning  of  the  last  year, 
when  he  wished  to  obtain  possession,  but  that  not  having  happened,  he  now  de- 
sires to  recover  his  outlay. 

Upon  this  it  is  suflScient  to  order  that  Moharaj  Geer's  Tuccavee,  whatever 
he  may  have  laid  out  in  1196,  shall  be  repaid  to  him  by  the  Amil,  sftid  that,  as  to 
any  further  rights  he  may  have,  he  be  referred  to  the  Adawlut. 

The  Resident  refers  this  day  to  the  Adawlut  several  claims  of  proprietors 
of  mortgaged  land,  as  the  parties,  who  have  been  out  of  possession  for  several 
years  past,  can  there  alone  establish  their  rights  and  redeem  their  inheritances. 

It  is  remarkable  that  throughout  all  this  Pergunnah,  the  system  of  mort- 
gages of  the  Zemindar's  lands  is  and  has  long  been  very  prevalent,  so  that 
many  of  the  tenures  inserted  in  the  subsequent  accounts  of  the  settlement  un- 
der the  head  of  Zemindaree,  are  really  held  by  mortgagees  holding  in  right  of 
their  mortgages  from  the  original  proprietors,  sundry  of  whom  have  been  for 
many  years  passed  dispossessed,  insomuch  that  these  mortgagees  have,  by  length 
of  tenure,  become  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  real  proprietors. 

In  regard  to  all  these  cases  the  Resident  has  uniformly  desired  and  direct- 
ed that  all  claims  preferred  by  such  proprietors  out  of  possession  should  by 
them  be  carried  into  the  Adawlut,  where  alone  their  pretensions  to  redeem  their 
mortgages  and  to  re-enter  into  possession  of  their  lands  can  with  propriety  be 
discussed  and  decided  on. 


The  Resident  understanding  that  there    is  a   usage  in  the   Pergunnah  of 
Sheopoor  and  Kuttehar  whereby  each  Ryot  is   obliged 
Vide   aee  207  ^^  ^^®  °°®  plough  for  a   day  to  the  Zemindar  of  vil- 

lage to   carry   on   that  Zemindar's  separate  tillage,  he 

fromlSJSte."  ^°'*''°^  ^^'       ^^^  "^^^^^  *°  ^^^°°  *^"S8ut  Sing,  the  Amil,  to  prevent 
this  practice  as  oppressive  and   unjust   to  the   Ryots, 
and  to  answer  this  requisition  by  specifying  the  measures  he  shall  take  in  con- 
sequence thereof. 


General  Order  to  all  the  A  mils  in  the  Zepiindaree  of  Benares. 
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Whereas  it  hath  been  understood  that  the   village   Zemindars    in   your 
The  14th  July  1790.  Amildary  take  the   ploughs  and   oxen    of  the   Ryots 

Vide  page  207.  without   paying   for  them,  or,  in   the  way   of  Hurree, 

to  plough  their  own  cultivation  with,  and  as  this  occasions  apprehension  to  the 
Ryots,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  you  do  strictly  enjoin  all  the  Zemindars  and 
farmers  under  you  and  proclaim  that  no  one  is  to  take  the  Ryots  plough  or  oxen 
in  the  way  of  Hurree  nor  to  carry  on  their  own  cultivation  with  the  oxen  or 
ploughs  of  the  Ryots  thus  taketi,  but  that  in  case  of  necessity  the  parties  stand- 
ing in  need  of  such  assistance  shall  pay  for  it  and  obtain  the  same  with  the  free 
consent  ef  the  owners  at  the  rate  of  I  Rupee  per  diem  for  8  ploughs,  or  such 
other  rates  as  shall  have  been  always  customary  in  your  Pergunnah  ; — and 
without  the  consent  of  the  owners  such  ploughs  and  oxen  can  not  be  taken,  nor 
is  any  Zemindar  or  farmer  to  take  plough  or  oxen  of  any  Ryot  in  the  way  of 
Hurree  without  paying  for  it.  For  the  execution  of  this  order  you  are  answer- 
able, and  should  there  be  any  failure  therein  you  shall  be  held  amenable  accord- 
ingly. 
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Translation  of  a  report  on  the   manner  in  which  the   night-watch  of  the 
Police  is  conducted  in  the  city  of  Benares. 

1st.     There  are  five  Cutwally   Chebootras,  to  each  whereof  are  attached  a 

Janesheen  and  a  certain   number  of  chuprassies  and   a   trumpeter  in   sufl&cient 

number  to   go   the   round  and   keep   watch,   and    accordingly  every  night,  the 

people  attached  to  each  Chebootra  are  numbered  or  mustered,  after  which  they 

are  divided  oflF  to  make   the   rounds,  in  such   manner 

*  that  at  the  heads  of  the  streets   Chuprassies   remain 

stationed  to  take  cognizance  of  comers  and  goers  and  not  to  allow  improper  people 

to  pass ;  and  besides  these   stationed   Chuprassies,  the  others  attached   to   each 

Chokey  taking  along  with  them  the  Janesheen,   make  the  rounds  and  take  up  all 

disturbers  of  the   peace,  in  like  maner  as  do  the  Chuprassies   stationed  at  the 

heads  of  the  streets,  keeping  such  persons   with   them  till  the  round  passes,  and 

then  delivering  them  up,  and  in  the  morning  the  Janesheen  sends  all  such  parties 

to  the  Adawlut. 

2nd.  Besides  this,  the  Jemadars  of  the  Swyrees  with  their  brethren 
after  passing  muster  before  the  Sudder  Mutsuddy  divide  into  distinct  parties 
and  traverse  all  the  streets  and  lanes  that  are  thoroughfares,  partly  as  spies 
and  partly  in  an  open  and  undisguised  manner,  assisting  the  other  or  main  pat- 
rols as  occasion  may  require,  and  it  is  also  the  peculiar  duty  of  these  Swyrees 
according  to  their  engagements  to  trace  out  and  recover  stolen  property  ;  and 
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night  patrols  under  the  Janesheens  do  also  co-operate  with  and  support  Swyrees 
as  circumstances  point  out. 

Zrd.  The  Cutwal  and  his  Naib  proceed  also  every  night  to  watch  over 
the  conduct  of  the  night  parties  and  of  the  Swyrees,  in  such  manner  as  to  take 
cognizance  of  whatever  passes  at  the  several  Cbehootras  or  within  their  limits, 
chastising  and  punishing,  according  to  their  fault,  such  of  the  stationed  Chupraa- 
sies  as  are  found  asleep  or  negligent  at  their  post,  and  for  this  inspection  the 
Cutwal  takes  one  round  and  the  Naib  another,  because  on  account  of  the  extent 
and  population  of  the  City,  the  Naib's  going  out  each  night  in  a  separate  direc- 
tion is  necessary  to  have  an  effectual  check  over  the  whole. 

4A.  Each  succeeding  morning  the  Janesheens,  assembling  with  their 
Chuprassies  at  the  Chebootras,  proceed  to  make  their  report  to  their  Cutwal: 

5th.  The  Hercurras  attached  to  each  Chebootra  proceed  in  the  morning 
to  bring  an  account  of  all  accidents  that  may  have  happened  in  the  town  or  in 
the  interior  of  the  houses,  which,  as  far  as  is  necessary,  they  report  to  the 
Adawlut 

6(h.  There  being  in  Benares  various  cul-de-sacs,  or  streets  without  a 
thoroughfare,  having  at  their  entrance  a  Phatuck  or  gateway  with  folding 
gates,  which  are  shut  up  and  guarded  by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  inhabitants 
living  within  such  cul-de-sacs^  the  Pussbauns  and  Negabauns  or  watchmen  who 
are  employed  by  the  inhabitants  for  this  purpose,  attend  every  morning  at  the 
office  of  the  Cutwaliy  Mutsuddy  of  the  principal  or  Sudder  Chebootra,  and  re- 
port whatever  accidents  may  have  happened  during  the  night  within  their  res- 
pective Phatucks. 

1th.  There  are  alsa  regular  reports  made  from  the  Serays  appointed:  for 
the  reception  o(  the  travellers  by  the  Bhutinrahs  or  persons  who  keep  them  ^ 
from  all  which  sources  of  information,  the  daily  statement  i&  made  out. 

8th.  In  tlte  day  time,  the  Cutwaliy  Chuprassies  divide  into  distinct 
rounds  to  make  enquiry  after  gamblers,  thieves,  pickpockets  audi  other  distur- 
bers of  the  peace,  and  they  remain  also  stationary  at  the  outlets- of  the  streets 
that  are  thoroughfares  and  wherever  there  happen  to  be  large  assemblies  of 
people. 

9lh.  And  from  whatever  quarter,  whether  in  the  night  or  dav  intelli- 
gence  arrives  of  any  impending  brawl  or  aff"ray,  the  Cutwaliy  or  Pblice  officers 
proceed  thither  in  a  sufficient  body,  whether  in  night  or  day,  to  put  a  stop  the 
to  and  to  take  cognizance  of  every  disorder,  and  to  check  and  keep  under  th 
disturbances  that  arise  in  the  Sharab  Khanas  or  places  appointed  for  the  sale  of 
liquors,  besides  which  they  extend  their  inspection  to  what  passes  at  the  Ghanta 
of  the  City. 
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lOth.  Whoever  dying  by  any  unfortunate  event  or  accidental  cause,  is 
brought,  his  body  remains  to  be  burnt  at  the  river  side,  the  Doms  there  giving 
notice  thereof  according  to  their  turns,  and,  after  an  enquiry  by  the  Cutwally 
oflBcers,  an  order  is  passed  for  the  obsequies  being  performed. 

llth.  And  in  cases  where  persons  wish  to  put  themselves  to  death 
either  by  fire,  water  or  burying  themselves  alive,  (all  which  modes  are  known  by 
distinct  terms  among  the  Hindoos),  the  Cutwally  officers  arriving  endeavour  to 
dissuade  them  from  their  purpose  and  give  notice  to  the  Adawlut  of  such  at 
remain  obstinately  determined. 

1 2lh.  The  Hercurras  of  the  Cutwally  do  also  give  notice  of  the  natural 
death  of  persons  without  heirs,  which  is  forwarded  to  the  Mutsuddy  of  the 
Beital  Mai. 

IZth.  The  Cutwally  department  has  also  the  inspection  of  the  Sung- 
wuzunee  or  weights  used  in  the  town. 

14^.  It  also  attends  to  the  preparation  of  the  Ghauts  for  the  passage 
of  troops  passing  from  Oude  into  the  provinces  or  vice  versd,  and  to  their  being 
supplied  with  provisions  while  they  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  City. 

I5th.  It  is  also  the  duty  of  the  Cutwally  Officers  to  attend  to  the  pre- 
vention of  fires  in  the  warm,  and  to  the  supporting  of  the  decayed  and  mud 
bouses  in  rainy  season. 

l^th.  Through  this  department,  gentlemen  and  British  subjects  in  ge- 
neral are  commonly* supplied  with  what  they  want  of  workmen,  laborers  and 
other  similar  aids,  through  the  Chowdries  of  the  difierent  trades-people. 
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Particulars  and  Statement  of  Deficienciu  in  the  Jaydad  or  Funds  of  wte- 
ral  Villages  in  the  Pergunnah  of  Atgatean. 

The  Talooka  of  Rassoolpoor  was  of  very  considerable  extent  when  the 

Decennial  Settlement  was  begun  in  1789.     A  very  particular  detail  of  its  former 

condition  was  inserted  at  the  time  in  the  Account  Settlement  of  the  Pergunnah 

of  Atgawan  and  the  Zeminders  &c.   of  this  Talooka  and  of  others  in  the  same 

District  had  long  been  remarkable  for  their  turbulent 

page       .  ^^^  rebellious  spirit  and  for  their  forcibly  withholding 

the  public  revenue  from  the  Raja's  A  mils.  As  each  of  the  Talookaa  consisted 
of  a  number  of  villages  it  was  deemed  highly  advisable,   in  order  to  divide  and 
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thereby  weaken  the  force  and  power  of  the  'J'alookdars  to  conclude  the  Settle- 
ment with  the  village  Zemindars  (all  of  whom  are  descended  from  the  same  stock) 
and  thus  by  creating  different  interests  to  ensure  the  tranquillity  of  the  Pergun- 
nah.  This  end  has  by  these  means  been  completely  attained  and  [the  Land- 
holders of  late  years  have  conducted  themselves  in  a  quiet  and  peaceable  manner. 

The  Junmias  of  these  villages  having  been  formerly  blended  into  one 
for  each  Talooka,  the  Canoongoes  and  Putwaries,  in  separating  and  apportioning 
the  assessment  of  subdivision,  committed  several  errors,  by  which  means  the 
Jajdad  or  funds  of  several  villages  were  over-assessed  and  others  not  suffici- 
enlly  so.  The  Pottahs  granted  to  the  holders  of  the  villages  in  the  latter 
predicament  cannot  now  be  altered  or  infringed  upon,  and  in  regard  to  those  in 
the  former  class,  if  the  assessed  Jummas  were  to  be  exacted,  the  collection  of  an 
extraordinary  or  excessive  Rye  from  the  Ryots  would  occasion  a  desertion,  which 
would  be  ruinous  to  the  actual  cultivation  in  the  places  alluded  to.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Year  1 200  Fuslee,  Saib  Ram  (the  present  Amil)  was  appointed 
to  the  Amildaree  of  this  Pergunnah.  He  is  a  man  of  a  humane  and  excellent 
disposition  and  when  upon  a  most  accurate  investigation  of  the  funds  of  the 
Villages  stated  in  this  account,  it  was  found  that  the  exaction  of  the  defalcations 
now  detailed  would  have  a  ruinous  tendency,  he  annually  for  3  years  remitted  the 
amount  of  them  to  the  Pottahdars  and  paid  the  loss  thus  sustained  out  of  his 
own  allowance  of  10  per  Cent,  to  Government,  an  instance  of  good  conduct  not 
easily  to  be  met  with.  The  whole  amounts  to  Rupees  931  per  Annum,  or  for 
Years,  Rs.  2,793. 

Ordered  therefore  that  the  Amil  be  allowed  this  deduction  of  931  Rs.  for 
the  previous  and  last  year  being  in  all  1,S62  Rupees,  in  his  adjustment  of  accounts 
of  the  Current  one,  and  that  the  same  Annual  Allowance  continue  to  be  made  to 
him  and  to  the  Ryots  hereafter. 


APPENDIX  K. 

(Vide  Page  279. J 


Purwa/nnah  to  Sheolcd  Doheh. 

Dated  the  lith  October  1794. 

The  Jagheer  of  Raja  Adil  Sah,  the  Zemindar  of  the  Pergunnah  of  Ago- 
ree  Burhur,  amounted  to  lis.  8,000,  half  of  which,  or  the  sum  of  4,000,  has  been 
formerly,  (on  accoimt  of  the  Pergunnah  being  restored  to  the  late  Raja's  manage- 
ment), included  in  the  Revenue  of  Government,  whilst  the  remaining  4,000  Rs, 
have  been  since  solely  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  money  due  to  you ; 
and  accordingly,  since  the  year    1197  Fuslee  up  to  the  year  1201   Fuslee,  your. 


CVI  SETTLEMENT   APPENDIX. 

original  debt  has  been  liquidated,  and  there  now  can  only  remain  your  Interest 
on  the  debt ;  and  now  that  the  said  Raja  is  dead,  this  remaining  half  of  his  Ja- 
gheer  is  included  in  the  Revenues  of  Government.  You  are  therefore  informed, 
that  you  are  hereafter  to  have  no  interference  in  this  Jagheer,  but  remain  assur- 
ed that  whatever  your  debt  is  justly  found  to  amount  to,  shall  be  made  good  to 
you  through  Government. 


Translation  of  a  Sunnud  granted  to  Raja  Run  Bahadoor,  Zemindar  of 
the  Pergunnah  Agoree  Burhur,  under  date  the  25th  of  November  1794. 

Be  it  known  to  all  the  Chowdrees,  Canoongoes,  Mookuddums,  Ryots  and 
other  inhabitants  in  the  Pergunnah  of  Agoree  Burhur,  Sircar  Chunar  and  Pro- 
vince of  Allahabad ;  that  as  Raja  Adil  Sah,  Zemindar  of  the  Pergunnah  Agoree 
Burhur  is  dead  and  left  Raja  Run  Bahadoor  Sah  his  adopted  son,  he  (the  said 
Raja)  has  come  to  the  Presence  and  requested  a  Sunnud  to  be  granted  in  his 
favor,  therefore,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  aud 
with  the  consent  of  the  Raja  Mahipnarain  Singh  Bahadoor,  who  is  Zemindar  of  the 
whole  four  Sircars  of  the  Zillah  of  Benares,  a  Sunnud  confirming  the  inheritance 
of  the  Zemindaree  of  the  said  Pergunnah  is  granted  to' Raja  Run  Rahadoor  Sah, 
the  adopted  son  of  Raja  Adil  Sah,  on  the  same  terms  as  it  was  held  by  the  deceased 
Raja,  and  in  view  to  his  maintenance,  the  Talooka  Kone  and  other  villages  con- 
taining funds  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  4,000,  agreeable  to  the  undermentioned  list, 
is  exempted  from  paying  Revenue  or  other  duty  (excepting  charity  or  other  free 
lands,  or  Jagheers  not  paying  any  Jumlna,)  whilst  he  properly  manages  his  Ze- 
mindaree, and  is  given  him  as  Malikhana,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Khu- 
reef  crop  of  1202  Fuslee.  He  is  therefore,  considering  this  Malikhana  as  ade- 
quate to  his  maintenance,  to  remain  in  obedience  to  and  pray  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  English  Government  and  in  every  way  carefully  to  attend  to  the  estab- 
lished customs  of  the  Pergunnah  and  in  the  Malikhana  Lands,  and  never  lot  his 
superintending  eye  quit  it,  and,  keeping  the  Ryots  and  other  inhabitants  there- 
in satisfied,  to  apply  himself  to  the  study  of  augmenting  their  prosperity  and 
happiness,  and  in  no  manner  to  oppress  any  person,  and  to  remain  in  such  tion- 
Btant  watch  against  the  inroads  of  thieves  and  robbers,  that  the  traveller  may 
rest  within  his  jurisdiction  in  safety,  and  if  (which  God  forbid)  any  opposition 
to  the  affairs  of  Government  should  be  shewn  by  him,  his  said  Malikhana  will  be 
resumed.  And  the  duty  of  you  (the  inhabitants)  is,  that  considering  this  Raja 
as  the  established  Zemindar  of  the  Pergunnah  you  look  upon  yourselves  and 
everything  in  the  Pergimuah  as  depending  upon  him  aud  always  act  agreeable  to 
his  advice. 
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Pnrwaimah  given  to  the  Ameeu,  dated  the  17th  May  1795. 

The  Goosaeens  Chytun  and  Joad  Geer,  the  Bankers  who  pay  the  Revenue 
of  Agoree  Burhur,  have  presented  a  petition  stating  that  an  order  has  been  is- 
sued to  put  them  into  possession  of  the  Malikhana  lands  of  Raja  Run  Bahadoor 
Sah  and  that  a  Chuprassie  had  been  stationed  for  the  purpose,  but  that  they  as 
yet  had  not  been  put  in  possession  thereof,  nor  had  the  collections  from  the  Ma- 
likhana lands  as  yet  come  into  their  hands.  You  are  therefore  appointed  as  an 
Ameeu  over  the  Malikana  lands  of  the  said  Raja,  to  whioh  place  you  are  to  re- 
pair to  make  the  collections  of  these  lands  and  to  remit  the  amount  of  the  dif- 
ferent receipts  to  Government  until  further  orders. 


Arzee  from  Rechpaul  Singh,  the  brother  of  Raja  Adil  Sah,  deceased. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  I  have  already  presented  a  petition  to  you, 
stating  that  1  am  in  balance  to  Baboo  Bhoopnarain,  the  sum  of  Rs.  1,000,  which 
sura  I  am  ready  to  pay,  and  have  asked  him  for  a  Farighkhutty,  but  the  said 
Baboo  now  wishes  me  to  pay  this  money  as  so  much  on  account,  and  will  not 
grant  me  a  Farighkhutty,  which  petitio.i  no  doubt  has  come  before  you.  Now  the 
said  Baboo  is  gone  to  you,  and  I  am  only  prevented  by  sickness  from  attending 
also.  I  have  therefore  sent  Jowahirlal,  my  vakeel,  with  the  accounts  to  obtain  a 
Farighkhutty  and  pay  the  above  balance  to  the  said  Baboo  I  therefore  hope 
you  will  order  the  Cutcherry  Ofl&cer  to  cause  the  said  Baboo  to  give  me  a  dis- 
charge in  full. 
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Substance  of  the  Reports  from  the  Canoongoes  of  several  of  the  Pergun- 
niahs  in  the  Sircar  of  Ghazeepoor  as  to  the  specie  in  which  the  collections  are  made 
in  them  respectively.     (Vide  page  282.) 

1st.  Perqunnah  Zehoorabad.  Formerly  the  collections  were  made  in  the 

Tersoolee  Specie  but  now  in  Siccas,  allowing  1 
anna  per  Rupee  for  Batta. 

ind.  Hevely  Ghazeepoor.  In  the  time  of  Raja  Bulwunt  Singh  the 

collections  were  made  in  Ghutsunna  Rupees,  on 
which  a  Batta  was  collected  of  2  Rs.  4  annaa 
per  cent.  In  Cheyt  Singh's  time  Goursha- 
hees  were  introduced  and  the  Zemindars  collect- 
ed these  from  the  Ryots  and  paid   them  to  the 
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Zrd.  Perqunnah  of  Mohdmho- 

DABAD. 


Amil,  but  since  the  Hou'ble  Company's  acces- 
sion and  ever  since  the  beginning  of  1197  Fus- 
lee,  those  who  pay  the  Revenue  collect  Siccas 
from  the  Ryots  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Aoail, 
nor  is  there  any  Batta. 

From  former  times  the  Ryots  used  to  pay 
to  the  Malgoozars,  and  they  to  the  Ryots,  Ter- 
sooly  Rupees,  nor  is  there  any  Batta  thereon,  ex- 
cept on  Mullet  and  Kucket  Rupees  from  1  R.  to 
12  annas  to  1  R.  8  annas,  and  now  all  the  Ryots 
who  pay  Siccas  take  a  deduction  of  1  anna  (or 
6J  per  Cent.)  per  Rupee  as  the  Batta  in  the  Ter- 
soolee  Chilian. 

4^.  Pbrgunnah  OP  KopacheBt.  At  the  time  of  the  Settlement  in   1971 

Fuslee,  the  Settlement  was  made  in  Torsoolees 
and  the  collections  were  made  in  the  same  ;  but 
now  Siccas  and  Tersoolees  are  both  customary, 
and  the  Tersoolee  Batta  is  deducted. 

5th.  Pbrgonnah  of  Sekundbb-         The  Settlement  with  Government  for  1197 

POOR.  was  made  in  the  Gourshahee  Specie,   but   the 

Malgoozars  and  Ryots  all  pay  in  Tersoolies  and 

pay  5  Rupees  per  cent,   for   the  Gourshahee 

Batta. 


6th.   Pbrgunnah  op  Chowsa. 


7th.   Pbrgunkah  OF  Ehereed. 


Sth.    LUENESUR. 


From  the  time  of  the  Settlement  of  1197 
Fuslee  the  collections  have  been  made  in  Sicca, 
except  the  instance  of  the  Village  of  Sbetab- 
poor,  the  Istumraree  Jumma  of  which  is  Gour- 
shahee, and  there  only,  the  Ryots  and  Mal- 
goozars pay  in  Gourshahee  to  Government,  and 
besides  this,  the  Sicca  Rupee  is  the  one  used  in 
Currency. 

The  Malgoozars  collect  Choura  Gourshahees 
from  the  Ryots  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Amil. 

Heretofore,  according  to  the  Tersoolee  Jum- 
ma, Tersoolees  were  also  collected,  but  since 
1197  the  Amils  collect  in  Gourshahees,  and 
since  the  time  of  Mirza  Assud  UUa,  or  from 
1202  Fuslee,  2  J  per  cent,  for  Gourshahees  are 
allowed  as  a  deduction,  and  the  Ryots  also  pay- 
ing in  Siccas  to  the  Zemindars  receive  a  simi- 
lar deduction. 
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APPENDIX  M. 


23rd  December.  1794,  The  m 

2iid  Assistant  respecting  tha 
deductions  to  be  granted  in 
the  Settlement  of  Zemaaaah.  JONATHAN  DUNCAN   Esq. 

Vide  pag«  282.  ^ 


Resident. 


Sir, 


In  compliance  with  your  jnstructiona,  on  concluding  my  business  in  the 
Pergunnah  of  Luknessur,  I  proceeded  to  this  place  where  I  arrived  on  the  1 7th 
Ultimo,  and  have  since  been  daily  employed  in  the  investigation  of  those  matters 
you  were  pleased  to  entrust  to  me  viz. 

\tt.    The  ascertainment  of  the  real  deficiency  of  Funds  in  this  Pergunnah. 

2nd.    The  real  amount  of   the  losses  subtained  in  it  by  the  Amil. 

Zrd.  To  endeavour  as  far  as  possible  to  conclude  a  Settlement  for  its  pre- 
sent Cutcha  Mehals. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  result  of  my  enquires  which 
I  hope  may  meet  with  your  approbation  and  that  it  will  appear  to  you  that  my 
utmost    endeavours  have    been  exacted  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  my  deputation. 

The  Enclosure  No.  1*  contains  an  account  of  the  Yearly  Receipts  of  those 
Renters  (whose  Mehals  were  by  the  Amil  and  Canoon- 
goes  represented  to  be  overassessed)  for  the  last  four 
Years  as  taken  from  their  Putwaries'  accounts  compared  with  the  Jumma  payable 
to  Government ;  but  I  having  much  reason  to  doubt  their  correctness,  particularly 
as  many  of  the  Zemindars  voluntarily  came  forward  and  proposed  a  much  smaller 
deduction  being  granted  them  than  they  by  their  Putwaries'  account  seem  entitled 
to  receive.  I  had  in  most  cases  set  them  entirely  aside  and  referred  myself  to 
other  records,  and  to  the  information  given  me  from  respectable  inhabitants  of  the 
Pergunnah  who  were  most  conversant  on  the  object. 

The  Enclosure  No.  2*  exhibits  an  account  of  the  deficiency  of  Jaydad  in 

the  Perarunnah,  exclusive  of  that  in  those  Mehals  which 
•  Not  printed, 

remained  Cutcha  on  the  making  of  the  General  Settle- 
ment of  1197  Fuslee,  amounting  yearly  to  Sicca  Rupees  4,422,  which  account  I 
have  reason  to  believe  contains  as  exact  a  settlement  thereof  as  can  be  obtained, 
particularly  as  it  so  nearly  corresponds  with  the  amount  of  the  now  outstanding 
Balances  in  the  Pergunnah,  and  should  it  appear  proper  to  grant  this  much  deduc- 
tion in  the  Yearly  Jumma  of  these  Mehals,  theii  Rental  even  then  will  consider- 
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ablj  exceed  the  Medium  of  the  Jumma  they  paid  for  the  10  Years  preceding  the 
general  Settlement, 

The  Enclosure  No.  3*  contains  an  exact  Statement  of  the  Amil's  losses 
•Not       ted  in  the  Pergunnah  amounting  to  Sicca  Rupees  26,402-8-9, 

on  which  I  can  only  say  that  the  amount  due  from  the 
Mehals  on  wliich  a  Settlement  had  been  made,  has  been  admitted  to  be  just  by 
the  different  Renters  from  wljom  it  is  due,  and  that  the  loss  sustained  on  those 
which  remained  Amanee  corresponds  with  the  account  thereof  given  in  by  the 
Canoongoes  as  likewise  with  the  Cutcha  Jummabundy  of  each  village,  so  th«t  I 
think  there  does  not  a  doubt  remain  of  its  correctness. 

The  Enclosure  No,  4*  contains  my  proposed  Settlement  of  the  several  Cutcb» 

Mehals  in  this  Pergunnah,  all  of  which  waits  your  con- 
*  Not  printed. 

firmation  to  be  carried  into  effect ;  I  having   taken   no 

Cabooleeut  from  the  Renters,  but  merely  a  sort  of  Ikramamah  wherein  they  agree 
to  abide  by  the  Jumma  now  submitted  for  your  consideration  provided  it  meets 
with  your  approval.  I  was  however  induced  from  various  reasons  to  make  the 
Talooka  of  Ghomer  an  exception  to  this  general  rule,  for  having  found  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  bring  the  Zemindars  thereof  to  listen  to  any  moderate  terms, 
and  the  Amil  and  every  other  person  concerned  being  very  solicitous  that  a  settle- 
ment should  be  concluded  with  them,  and  seeing  the  heavy  loss  sustained  on  it 
only  in  4  Years,  having  at  last  brought  them  to  agree  to  the  Jumma,  it  is  now 
fixed  at  Rs,  7,775  without  any  increase  (which  I  wished  much  to  put  on  it,  but 
to  which  I  found  it  impossible  to  make  them  submit).  I  thought  it  preferable  to 
conclude  with  them  altogether  than  leave  it  to  be  done  hereafter,  in  case  of  their 
again  starting  new  objections,  and  thereby  subjecting  Government  to  similar  year- 
ly losses  in  futui  accordingly  took  a  Cabooleeut  from  them  and  invested  them 
with  the  management  of  the  Talooka,  the  principal  Putteedars  in  which  are  to 
accompany  me  to  Benares,  and  there  entering  into  the  required  securities  to  be- 
come Huzoory  Malgoozars, 

The  remaining  part  of  the  proposed  Settlement  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  is  a  good  one,  both  for  Government  and  the  Renters,  and  under  which  (if 
confirmed)  I  hope  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Mehals  included 
in  it. 

It  was  first  my  intention  to  have  fixed  their  Jumma  at  once  without  any 
increase,  but  I  found  that  owing  to  several  of  the  villages  being  rather  out  of  cul- 
tivation, the  renters  would  not  agree  to  the  Jumma  at  first  proposed,  and  that 
had  I  fixed  it  at  once  as  first  intended,  I  should  have  fallen  about  Rs.  3,000  de- 
ficient yearly  of  the  Jumma  fixed  on  them  in  1197,  whereas  by  my  making  this 
yearly  increase  on  the  greater  part  of  them  for  the  five  next  succeeding  years  ia 
1206  Fuslee,  I  shall  only  be  about  Rupees  1,000  short  of  their  former  Rental, 
which  added  to  the  deficiency  of  Jay  dad  in  the  other  Mehals  (even  should  that 


SETTLEMENT  APPENDIX.  CXI 

be  given  up)  the  Jumma  of  1206  Fuslee  will  be   little  more   than    Rs  5,000 
short  of  that  assessed  ou  the  Pergunuah  in  the  Fuslee  year  1197. 

I  have  &o. 

(Sd.)        Alex.  DUNCAN, 

27id  Assistant. 
Zemaneah  :  1 

l9tA  Decanter,   1794.      j 
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Report  of  Ram  Chund  Pundit  about  Suktes  Ghur. 

Vide  page  284. 

Suktes  Ghur  is  divided  into  four  Talooks. 

l$t.  Talooka  of  Rajegurh. 
2nd.         do.     of  Daranagurh. 
Zrd.         do.    of  Kowlana. 
4^^.  do.     of  Seorana. 

The  two  first  lie  to  the  Southward  of  the  hills  among  which  Suktesghur 
fort  is  situated,  and  the  two  last  to  the  Northward  of  the  said  Hills.  Kowlana 
occupying  from  Suktesghur  to  the  Ghaut  or  the  verge  of  the  Hills,  and  Seorana 
from  thence  to  the  Gauges  river  side. 

List  of  the  villages  in  the  Talooka  of  Rajegurh. 

1st.     Those  where  the  ten  years'  settlement  continues  permanent. 
None. 

2nd.  Those  for  which  applications  have  been  delivered  in,  to  take  the 
same  on  the  footiug  of  a  permanent  settlement. 


Srd. 


1. 

Peeperwor. 

2. 

Hoondee. 

3. 

Cbowkana. 

A 

s  yet  remaining  Ci 

1. 

Bheethee. 

2. 

Rajgurh  Khas. 

3. 

Deara,  Hunowta. 

4. 

Durwan. 
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5.  Rampoor. 

6.  Kawa. 

7.  Nedehar,  (Canoongoes  Jaydad.) 

In  all  10  villages  in  the  Talooka. 

List  of  villages  in  the  Talooka  of  Daranagnrh. 

Firtt.    Where  the  ten  years'  settlement  continoes. 

1.  Rajapoor.  \ 

2.  Dhekwa.  >  Let  to  Anunt  Singh. 

3.  Daranagnrh  Ehas.  / 

5.  Lahaa  Do.  to  Bisahooram. 

6.  Rykra.  Do.  to  Gujrage  Misr. 

7.  Dhenawut.  Do.  to  Delloa  Singh. 

Secondly.    Villages  for  which  there  are  applications. 

1.  Pokraur. 

2.  Baar. 

3.  Koosuma. 

4.  Boorturra. 

5.  Simra. 

Thirdly.    Those  that  remain  Catcha. 

1.  Deopoora. 

2.  Gypoor. 

8.  Bhurkok. 
4.    Dhoorker. 

6.  Tendooah. 

6.  Dhawrha. 

7.  Putteery. 

8.  Bhughaunda. 

9.  Kurowndeh. 

10.  Loosa. 

11.  Easoopoor. 

Total  24  villages  in  this  Talooka. 
List  of  villages  in  the  Talooka  of  Kowlana. 
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First.    Those  where  the  10  years'  settlemeDt  remains. 

1.  Kootelwa. 

'  3.  Kobah. 

3.  Buragaung. 

4.  Golinpoor. 

5.  Lehewra. 

6.  Murifa. 

7.  Beeleepoor. 

Secondly.    Villages  for  which  there  are  applications. 

1.  Nonawlee. 

2.  Tendooa. 
*3'  Anuntpoora. 

4.  Poorinnea. 

5.  Bheree. 

Thirdly.    Which  are  to  remain  Cutcha. 

1.  Bampoor,  Suktes  Gurh  Ehas. 

2.  Goberdiha. 

3.  Laulpoor. 

4.  Jowgurh. 

6.  Iserynagurh. 

6.  Gobdhera. 

7.  Peeprahee. 

5.  Eurkecha. 

9.  Harchora,  Cheetempoor. 

10.  Chetterbujepoor. 

11.  Doolliadowl. 

12.  Barradhee. 

13.  Burra  Gaung. 

14.  Bejoorhee. 

15.  Seopoora. 

16.  Eoosumbhee. 

17.  Tetwa. 

18.  Choomura. 

19.  Dowha. 
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20.  Behera. 

21.  Sumdwa. 


In  all  33  villages. 

List  of  villages  in  the  Talooka  of  Seorana. 

First.     Where  the  10  years'  Settlement  remains. 
1.     Sundhora. 

Secondly.     For  which  there  are  applications. 

1.  Belwun. 

2.  Katuchee. 

3.  Piissya. 

4.  Serya. 

Total    5  villages. 

Thus  there  appear  to  be  72  villages  in  Suktes  Gurh. 

On  my  arrival  at  Suktes  Gurh  I  sent  persons  of  credit  into  each  of  the 
Talooks  with  instructions  to  take  care  of  the  said  Jaydad  or  produce  of  1199  and 
that  having  made,  an  estimate,  as  far  as  occular  inspection  and  local  enquiry  would 
admit  of  accuracy,  of  the  extent  of  land  in  cultivation  Ac,  that  they  should  send 
me  the  particulars  thereof,  and  also  to  send  in  the  Mehtoun  or  Mokuddum  of 
each  village,  (there  being  no  Zemindars),  and  accordingly  the  result  of  the  gene 
kJ  estimate  thus  made  is  hereunder  submitted. 


BtegoLt 

\st.     Talooka  of  Rajegurh 

12,948 

Deduct  Jungle,       

5,250 

Remains,      ...         

7,698 

Of  which  in  cultivation,     ...         

3,645 

Old  fallow,        

4,053 

2nrf.     Talooka  of  Daranagurh, 

31,519 

Deduct  Jungle,        

11,530 

Remains,          

19,989 

Of  which  in  cultivation, 

10,748 

Old  fallow,  ...    * 

9,241 

SETTLEMENT  APPENDIX.  CXV 

3rrf.     Talboka  of  Kowlaca,       34,78S 

Jungle,         21,590 


kemains,         ... 13,192 

Cultivated,      ... ;.         ...  6,458 


Old  fallow,      ...         ...         .: 6,734 


ith.     Talooka  of  Seorana,         ...         ...         .^         7,837 

JuDgle,         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  637 


Remains,  ...         ;. 7,200 

Cultivated,       ;.         ...         ...  3,637 


Old  fallow,       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  3,563 


N.  B.  'the  above  account  or  estimate  is  made  on  calculation  of  Cutcha 
beegahs  and  the  people  there  say  that  2^  of  these  Beegahs  will  be  equal  to  1  Beegah 
ineasured  according  to  the  Rod  of  3  Dera  Ilahee,  but  as  I  am  not  quite  certain 
of  this,  1  only  yfet  give  it  as  report. 

Besides  the  tillages  abbve  enumerated,  there  are  various  others  which 
have  lain  so  long  fallow  and  waste  that  their  names  do  no  longer  appear  in  the 
papers  and  a  farther  enquiry  is  necessary  to  make  an  accurate  report  of  them. 

Several  of  those  who  continue  to  adhere  to  their  10  years'  Pottah  did 
nevertheless  complain  of  the  hardship  which  they  this  year  experienced  from  the 
effects  of  the  draught,  in  consideration  to  which  circumstance  I  have  allowed  some 
part  of  the  Jummatolie  over  till  next  year,  enjoining  these  Puttah-hoflders  to  ex- 
ert themselves  for  the  cultivation  of  the  fallow  land  withiri  their  respective  limits 
and  observing  to  them  that  I  only  in  fact  urged  them  for  thdir  advantage  sinc6 
neither  I  nor  the  Government  could  profit  thereby,  farther  than  in  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  the  counitry  in  a  state  of  culture. 

To  the  Mohtouns  or  Mokuddums  of  the  Cutcha  villages  I  proposed  to 
take  Pottahs  for  the  term  of  their  lives,  under  the  Resident's  signature,  and,  se- 
veral having  agreed  to  this,  their  written  applications  have  been  received  accord- 
ingly, and  they  are  now  hopeful  to  obtain  Pottahs.  Some  however  objected 
saying  "  we  cannot  now  enter  into  Cabooleeuts,  but  must  wait  to  see  how  the 
rain  will  fall  in  the  month  of  Assar."  In  this  caution  of  theirs  I  acquiesced 
provided  they  would  engage  in  writing  to  exert  themselves  at  all  events  in  the 
cultivation  and  be  answerable  for  the  same,  whereupon  in  the  month  of  Assar 
or  Eartick  a  Cabooleeut  should  be  taken  from  them,  according  to  the  produce. 

H 
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Upon  this  they  represented  that  provided  their  undermentioned    proposals  wfere 
accepted  by  Government  they  would  certainly  take  charge  of  the  cultivation. 

Those  of  the  Talooks  of  Rajegurh  and,  Daranagurh  went  to  the  following 
points  : — That  their  (that  is,  the  Mokuddum's,)  Rate  of  payment  might  be  ^th 
and  that  of  the  Ryots  ^rd  for  land  called  Pah,  or  cultivated  land,  and  for  Purtee  or 
fallow  land,  one-fourth,  and  for  Jungle  laud  according  to  agreement,  and  that  iu 
fixing  the  Kunkoot  and  Nerk,  no  severity  be  used,  and  that  the  Abwab  called  Hur- 
reka  (being  1  rupee  per  plough)  might  be  given  up,  and  that  for  every  plough  half 
a  Beegah  might  be  given  up  as  the  right  of  the  Ploughman  and  that  the  Govern  - 
ment  might  defray  half  of  the  expense  of  repairing  Wells  and  Dykes  &c.  and 
that  they  may  be  assisted  with  Tuccavee  seed  according  to  their  wants  ;  on  which 
conditions  they  will  engage,  provided  the  rains  shall  fall  seasonably,  duly  to  car- 
ry  on  the  cultivation. 

On  enquiring  how  long  the  Hurreka  Abwab  had  been  established,  it  ap- 
peared to  have  existed  36  years.  I  therefore  said  that  such  an  old  Abwab  could 
not  be  given  up,  and  although  they  could  state  to  this  no  reasonable  objections 
yet  by  their  solicitations  and  entreaties  I  did,  on  the  Mokuddum's  ploughs,  give 
up  eight  annas  and  retain  the  other  eight,  and  as  to  what  they  requested  for  the 
Ploughman,  I  refused  it  as  a  thing  quite  unheard  of  and  unprecedented  and  as 
to  allowing  to  them  half  the  repairs  of  the  Wells  and  Dykes  this  appeared  to  mo 
also  improper,  since  they  only  pay  |th  of  their  produce  to  Government.  Whence 
then  can  they  (as  I  urged  to  them)  claim  from  it  half  of  their  charges  for  repairs. 
Being  thus  defeated  in  argument,  it  was  at  length  settled  between  us  to  allow 
them  ird  of  their  charges  for  Wells  and  Dykes,  and  I  promised  also  to  assist  them 
with  Tuccavee, 'and  having  thus  satisfied  them,  they  have  entered  into  written  en- 
gagements, stipulating  : — 

That  if  the  rain  falls  seasonably  and  they  are  assisted  with  grain  seed  then 
they  will  in  five  years  bring  all  the  fallow  land   into  cultivation — paying  as  fol- 

o^g  : The  Mokuddums  ^th  of  the  produce  as  well   for  Pah  (cultivated)   as  for 

Purtee  (fallow)  land. 

The  Assamees  or  Ryots  ^rd  for  Pah  Land  and  ;[th  for  Purtee  Land  for  the 
first  year,  and  from  the  2nd  year  ^th.  And  that  disputes  about  the  Kunkoot 
(should  they  occur)  shall  be  settled  by  the  Ameen  and  Sails. 

And  that  the  Betay  crop  ground  shall  be  measured  by  the  Government's 
measuring  Rod  and  the  estimate  made  on  Pukhta  or  full  Beegahs  and  on  Pukhtt 
maunds. 

And  that  they  will  pay  half  the  Hureka  Abwab,  the  other  half  being  given 
up  to  them. 

And  that  they  will  allow  in  their  payments  on  the  Nnkdee  crop  land  for 
the  Kusrat  or  difference  between  the  old  and  new  Luttehs  or  measuring  rods  the 
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rates  of  which  arc  by  the  general  regulations  to  be  fixed  on  the  footing  of  1187 
Fuslee.  And  that  they  will  abide  by  the  Nerknamas,  as  sent  annually  from  the 
Resident's  Cutcherry.  And  that  they  are  to  receive  from  the  Amil  annually 
^rd  of  the  expense  of  the  repairs  of  Wells  and  Dykes.  And  that  if  they  should 
fail  in  bringing  the  fallow  land  into  cultivation  in  the  proportions  understated,  they 
agree  to  pay  the  Revenue  for  the  said  fallow  land  as  if  cultivated,  to  shew  which 
proportions,  those  whereby  the  cultivation  is  thus  stipulated  to  be  carried  on  in 
the  village  Bughonda  are  here  stated  as  follows  : — 

Total  Beegahs,  1,725 

Jungle,  200 


Remains  Pah  and  Purtee  or  cultivated  and  fallow,          ...         1,525 
Deduct  Pah  or  cultivated,  ►. 700 

Whereof  the  cultivation  is  to  be  made  as  follows  :  — 

In  1,200  lOo 

1.201  150 

1.202  200 

1,20S  225 

1,20^  150 

Talooka  of  Kowlana. 

Sundry  villages  in  this  Talooka  have  always  paid  a  ready  money  Jamma 
and  this  year  the  drought  has  prevented  the  growth  of  the  crops.  Many  of  the 
Ryots  had  run  away  and  gone  into  other  places,  but  I  sent  people  and  having 
brought  them  back,  I  asked  why  they  had  run  away,  to  which  they  replied  that 
they  had  done  so  from  helplessness  and  fear  in  respect  to  the  payment  of  the 
Revenue.  I  therefore  encouraged  them  all  to  return  to  their  houses,  and  that  I 
■would  receive  during  the  next  year  what  was  due  from  them  for  this  on  condi- 
tion that  they  would  agree  to  increase  their  cultivation  and  give  security  to  do 
so.  both  which  they  have  done  accordingly.  They  however  represented  that  they 
were  quite  helpless  and  desired  to  have  some  Tuccavee  assistance,  which  I  accord- 
ingly promised  them  according  to  their  necessities  in  the  month  of  Assar.  This 
Talooka  being  situated  close  to  the  Fortress  and  Garrison  of  Chunar,  it  is  ex- 
posed to  great  oppression  from  those  who  go  out  for  milk,  sheep,  straw,  bhoos  and 
bamboos,  on  which  account  it  is  not  well  cultivated,  but  I  have  done  what  I  could 
to  satisfy  the  Ryots  on  this  head,  by  having  stationed  a  Vakeel  at  Chunar  to  act 
■with  the  different  gentlemen,  and  if  this  expedient  produce  not  any  good  effect, 
the  matter  must  be  set  to  rights  by  your  authority.  Meanwhile  there  is  no  occa- 
sion for  interference. 

The  Kowsuks  are  also  ready  and  prepared  to  bring  this  Talooka  into 
cultivation,  and  they  will  in  one  month's  time  arrive  with  their  implements.    At 
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to  the  Talooka  of  Seorana  it  only  consists  of  5  Aslee  Villages  of  which  one  (Sun- 
dhora)  continues  to  be  held  by  Meherbaun  the  10  Years' Pottah- holder,  and  in 
consideration  of  his  representing  his  state  of  helplessness  from  the  effects  of 
the  drought  I  agreed  to  let  200  Rupees  of  his  lie  over  till  the  ensuing  year,  be- 
sides which  70  Ra.  have  been  given  up  or  suspended  on  accoimt  of  the  Land 
occupied  by  Colonel  McGowan. 

There  being  a  great  deal  of  Jungle  in  Suktes  Gurh  the  wood-dealers  fre- 
quent it  and  felling  their  wood  bring  it  to  Benares  for  sale,  paying  a  due  thereon 
to  the  Ami],  called  Bunkutty,  of  1  anna  per  Bullock  per  mouth,  as  I  heard  that 
they  cut  up  also  other  productive  Trees  besides  those  fit  for  firewood,  such  as 
Khyra,  Peear,  Bela  &c.,  and  that  they  also  made  their  cuttings  in  the  Jungle  in  a 
very  irregular  and  immethodical  way,  felling  it  here  and  there  wherever  they 
liked,  I  have  therefore  opposed  this,  and  forbid  any  one's  cutting  in  the  Jungle 
without  authority.  Thus  making  them  all  assemble  where  I  was,  in  their  idea  no 
doubt  that  some  new  exaction  from  them  was  aimed  at,  I  told  them  that  such 
was  by  no  means  my  attention,  but  that  there  were  two  points  I  required  their  ad- 
herence to,  the  Ist,  not  to  cut  down  productive  Trees,  and  the  2nd,  to  cut  down 
such  parts  of  the  Jungle  as  my  Deputy  should  point  out  to  them  with  a  view  to 
promote  the  cultivation.  All  this  they  agreed  to,  representing  however  that 
it  might  not  always  answer  their  ends  to  cut  down  such  parts  of  the  Jungle  as 
my  Zillahdar  might  point  out,  as  not  perhaps  producing  the  Timber  they  wanted  ; 
in  answer  to  which  I  told  them  to  make  themselves  easy  on  that  score  as  I  would 
appoint  a  person  to  buy  from  them  all  such  rejected  cuttings.  Becoming  thus 
fully  satisBed,  they  entered  into  a  Mochulka  to  act  in  the  several  points  as  above. 

The  following  are  the  principal  Trees  prohibited  to  be  cut  down  : — 

Khyra. 

Peear  Meewa. 

Mehooa. 

Awla. 

Baboor. 

Tendoo. 

Imlee. 

Prass. 

Amaltas. 

Bhela. 

Bejehsaar. 

There  reside  in  the  jungle  a  class  of  Woodmen  called  Koles,  who  bring 
out  the  products  of  the  woods  and  sell  the  same,  payiug  to  the  Amil  two  Feloos  or 
one  Taka  per  head  per  week.    I  sent  for  them  and  told  them  that  I  undestood  other 
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people  carried  these  products  of  the  woods  whithersoever  they  pleased  and  that 
they  took  no  care  of  this,  and  that  besides  they  were  immediately  on  hearing  and 
learning  any  thing  of  the  facts  of  Thieves  or  Robbers  to  give  the  Amil  notice 
thereof  and  that  they  should  take  care  and  preserve  the  products  of  the  jungles 
and  bring  them  for  sale  into  the  Bazar  of  Suktes  Ghur,  where  they  would  always 
get  a  due  price  for  them  from  Goal  Chowdree ;  and  that  besides  this  I  required  three  or 
four  of  these  Koles  to  be  always  in  attendence  as  Guards  to  the  Fort  and  that  they 
sliould  be  taken  care  of  and  provided  in  a  subsistance.  Upon  this  they  represen- 
ted that  they  consisted  of  two  bodies  living  in  the  Villages  of  Simri  and  Serso  in 
the  bosom  of  the  Hilb,  in  which  two  Villages  they  did  heretofore  carry  on  some 
cultivation,  and  were  also  always  ready  and  executed  the  Amil's  orders,  but  that 
since  the  former  Amils  began  to  demand  Revenue  from  them,  they  had  given 
up  their  Cultivation  in  the  aforesaid  Villages  and  that  many  of  their  brethern 
had  fled,  and  gone  to  other  places,  a  few  only  having  remained,  who  have  lived  on 
Mehooa  and  other  fruits,  and  that  if  Government  would  now  let  their  Cultivation 
in  the  said  two  Villages  remain  free,  and  excuse  also  the  Taka  per  week  to  which 
they  are  now  liable,  they  would  recall  their  deserted  brethern,  and  all  remain 
ready  in  their  duty  and  obedience  to  Government.  I  told  them  that  I  excused 
them  the  Taka  Duty  and  that  I  would  submit  also  and  recommend  to  the  Re- 
sident their  request  about  the  two  villages,  whereupon  Hurree  and  Hurbunse,  their 
two  Chiefs,  agreed  and  stipulated  on  the  conditions  aforesaid  to  bring  the  product 
of  the  Jungle  for  Sale  to  Gowal  Chowdree,  and  not  to  allow  all  others  indiflfer- 
ently  to  carry  away  the  said  products. 

The  Resident  having  considered  the  above  Report  signifies  to  Ram  Chund 
Resident's      Proceedings    Pundit  a  general  approbation  of  his  well  meant  exer- 
*^*"°°'  tions  for  putting  Suktes  Ghur  into  a  state  of  cultiva- 

tion and  progressive  improvement,  and  with  regard  to  the  particular  steps  which 
are  proposed  and  have,  by  the  said  Pundit,  been  concerted  and  agreed  to  on  the 
spot,  the  Resident  confirms  them  as  follows  : — 

1st.    To  grant  permanent  Pottahs  for  the  lives  of  the  parties  soliciting  them. 

2nd.    To  let  the  rates  of  payment  of  Revenue  be  fixed  as  therein  propo- 
sed, viz. 

let.     For  the  Mehtousat  |th  for  Pah  and  Purtee  Land  with  8  annas  de- 
duction of  the  Hurreka  Tax. 

2nd.    For  the  Assamies  or  Ryots  at  §rd  for  Pah  and  at  |th  for  Purtee. 
3rd.     To  allow  Jrd  of  the  charge  for  repairing  Wells  and  Dykes. 
4th.    To  grant  Tuccavee  and  seeds  as  requested. 

He  further]approved  of  the  Kowsuks,  (or  Inhabitants  from  the  Talooka  of 
Kowsults  being  transferred     Chut  in  Ghazeepoor),  being  settled  in  Kowlana  for  the 
into  this  District,  purpose  of  bringing  the  Lands  there  into  Cultivation. 
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As  also  of  the  measures  for  preserving  the  serviceable  Trees  and  for 
cutting  down  the  Jungle  in  the  most  advantageous  manner. 

Together  with  the  Proceedings  relative  to  the  Koles.  in  respect  to  whom 

Jungles  and  Koles.  ^^  ^^  ordered  that  they  be  permitted  to  recultivate 

their  two  Villages  of  Simri  and  Serso  without  paying  any 

Revenue  on  that  account,  on  condition  of  acting  as  Servants  to  Government  in 

Suktes  Gurh,  and  guarding  and  protecting  the  same  from  the  inroads  of  Thieves 

apd  Bobbers. 

The  Resident  finds  it  necessary  here  to  remark  that  the  state  of  the 
Tuppeh  of  Suktes  Gurh  has,  ever  since  its  first  Settle- 
on'ilS^te'S'Ss'S^u^S  ^«"t  in  1196,  been  prevented  from  improving.  1st 
by  the  undue  weight  of  the  Jumma  thereon  which  has 
proved  too  much  for  the  impoverished  state  of  that  before  exhausted  and  remote 
and  hilly  Country  to  prosper  under,  and  2ndly  by  its  Amildaree  not  having  been 
till  of  late  sufificiently  attended  to,  in  consequence  whereof  it  has  had  several  act- 
ing Collectors,  all  of  whom  have  not  been  so  solicitous  as  they  should  have  been 
for  its  prosperity,  and  the  result  of  all  has  been  that  the  Amil  (Ram  Chund  Pun- 
dit) has,  in  making  good  his  payments  to  Government,  been  a  sufferer  of  several 
thousand  Rupees,  whilst  the  several  parties,  who  obtained  Pottahs  as  Zemindars 
or  Farmers  on  a  Term  of  Ten  Years,  have  all,  except  7,  fallen  themselves  in  arrears 
to  the  Amil  and  resigned  or  absconded,  all  which  will  more  fully  appear  from  the 
undermentioned  particulars  and  successive  descriptions  of  the  present  situation  of 
the  several  Pottah-holders  under  the  decennial  settlement  which  was  entered  in 
the  Proceedings  of  the  10th  of  March  1790. 

Ist.    Baghoundah  &c.,  16  villages  then  let  to  Dhoomun  Sing. 

This  man,  (who  is  the  brother's  son  of  Ranny  Bishen  Koowur)  falling  in 
balance  absconded,  and  having  since  been  brought  back  has  entered  an  Astai!^ 
or  Resignation  of  whatever  right  or  title  he  might  possess  in  the  Pottah  for 
the  unexpired  part  of  the  term  of  the  Lease  in  question. 

The  2nd  Pottah  in  this  Settlement  is  for  three  Villages  let  to  Dumam 
Bharitee,  who  died  last  hot  weather.  His  Chelas  who  have  some  free  lands 
there,  are  unwilling  to  continue  the  1 0  years'  engagements  for  all  the  three  Villages, 
but  have  retained  two  of  them,  the  other,  called  Dhoorka,  being  by  them  resigned. 

The  Srd  Pottah  is  for  two  Villages  to  Anunt  Sing,  an  inhabitant  of  the 
Talooka,  who  is  satisfied  with  and  proceeding  on  his  Lease. 

The  4th  Pottah  is  for  six  Villages  to  Dillon  Sing,  four  whereof  being  the 
Zemindaree  of  Sheo  Baksh,  and  disputes  having  thence  ensued,  as  already  fully  re- 
corded in  the  Proceedings,  Dillon  Sing  relinquished  the  four  Villages  in  question 
being. 
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Pooseneah. 
Gogudrah. 
Plessmhee. 
Kureahahal). 

Which  were  relinquished  by  Dillon  Sing  (as  per  Proceedings  of  the  19th 
of  Mai'ch  last),  with  an  intent  that  they  should,  either  one  or  more  of  them,  be 
ultimately  restored  to  Sheo  Buksh  or  his  family  on  their  coming  in  and  surren- 
dering themselves  for  trial  which  having  done  shortly  after,  they  have  nevertheless 
since  absconded,  (as  also  recorded  in  the  Proceedings),  since  which  their  family 
having  been  arrested  at  Chuuar,  they  have  in  consideration  thereof,  and  of  a 
Pottah  being  to  be  granted  for  two  of  the  above  Villages  in  favour  of  their  young- 
er brother  Himmut  Behader,  given  security  for  their  future  good  behaviour, 
and  the  arrest  has  in  consequence  been  taken  oflf  from  their  family. 

The  5th  Pottah  is  in  favor  of  Roopnaut  Misr  for  Raje  Gurh  <fec.  in  all  ten 
Villages.  He  fell  in  balance  in  1198  and  wrote  on  Astaffa  or  Relinquishment  of 
his  lease  to  Gomaun  Sing,  the  local  collector  there  on  the  part  of  the  Amil.  He 
lives  in  Chunar  within  the  Lines,  and  now  declines  to  continue  his  engagements. 

Ordered  therefore  that  he  be  allowed,  in  view  to  the  more  advantageous 
Settlement  of  this  part  of  the  Talooka,  to  relinquish  his  Lease. 

The  6(h  Pottah  is  for  one  Village  in  the  name  of  Bisahooram  Pandeh 
an  inhabitant  there,  and  is  continued  and  in  force. 

The  Itli  Pottah  in  favor  of  Gujraje  Misr  is  also  continued  and  in  force. 
He  is  also  on  inhabitant  of  the  Talooka. 

The  8th  Pottah  is  in  favor  of  Phelwan  Kaet,  who  dying  in  Jeyt  last,  his 
son  has  entered  into  an  Astaffa. 

The  9th  Pottah  is  in  favor  of  Gowal  Chowdree  for  three  villages.  Not  giving 
security  last  year  the  Amil  collected  the  lands  cutcba.  He  has  now  given  an 
Astaffa. 

The  10th  Pottah  stands  in  favor  of  Takhut  Chowdree  and  is  continued 
and  in  force. 

The  11th  ditto  ditto  ditto. 

The  12th  Pottah  stands  in  favor  of  Bussunt  Laul. 

This  man  is  an  inhabitant  of  Kereeat  Sekhur  and  never  appears  to  have 
obtained  real  possession,  and  he  gave  in  his  relinquishment  to  Dellon  Singh,  the 
collector,  in  1197,  since  which  the  village  has  been  collected  through  various  chan- 
nels. 
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The  13  til  Pot  tab  is  in  the  name  of  Bundhoo  Singh.  He  has  paid  up  the 
Revenue  till  the  pnd  of  last  year,  tut  never  took  out  his  Pottah  and  has  from 
the  beginning  of  this  year  deserted  the  farn^  t^nd  gone  into  Chowrassy.  His  bro- 
ther Hecha  has  entered  into  an  AstafFa. 

The  1 4th  Pottah  is  in  favor  of  Gohaber  or  Gauber  Singh-  He  refused 
frcm  the  beginning  of  1198  to  hold  his  lease,  but  offered  to  cultivate  as  a  Cutcha 
Ryot,  which  was  accordingly  given  him  for  his  own  immediate  cultivation  in  like 
manner  with  other  Pottahs  to  the  other  Ryots.  He  is  x\ovf  tq  be  continued  on  the 
footing  of  the  new  Settlement. 

The  15th  Pottah  stands  in  the  name  of  Meherbaun  Singh  for  two  villages, 
concerning  one  of  which,  Sindhora,  he  complains  that  42  Beegahs  of  the  ground 
thereof  hath  been  included  in  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGowan's  Garden,  the  Jumma 
of  which  being  70  Rupees,  he  cannot,  he  says,  hold  his  Pottah  unless  he  receive 
the  retribution  of  this  loss. 

The  Resident  observes  that  when  he  was  last  year  at  Chunar  this  claim 
came  before  him  and  he  thought  it  had  been  settled ;  but  what  was  then  promise^ 
appears  not  to  have  taken  place. 

The  farmer  has  now  delivered  in  his  Astaffa. 

The  16th  Pottah  is  in  the  name  of  Byjenauth,  Rajpoot.  There  having 
been  a  mortality  in  his  family  he  declares  himself  upable  to  go  on  with  his  lease 
and  has  given  an  Astaffa. 

Ordered  that  he  be  permitted  to  resign. 

The  17th  Pottah  is  in  the  name  of  Gujeraje,  which  Pottah  is  continue^ 
and  in  force. 

The  ISth  Pottah  is  in  favor  of  Odeabjeet.     He  pleads  having  Ipst  so  many 
cattle  by  tigers  and  maladies  as  to  be  unable  to  continue  his  lease. 
Ordered  therefore  that  he  be  allowed  to  relinquish  it. 

The  19th  Pottah  is  in  favor  of  Beer  Singh.  By  a  letter  written  by  this 
man  in  Bjsack  last  to  the  Amil,  it  appears  that  he  therein  declines  all  respon- 
sibility fur  the  two  first  years  of  his  lease,  and  although  he  says  at  the  end  of  it 
that  he  wi^  attend  on  the  Amil,  yet  he  has  never  to  this  day  done  so,  whilst  the 
five  villages  included  in  this  Tahud  are  to  the  end  of  1198  in  balance  upwards  of 
400  Rs. 

In  view  principally  to  this  man's  non-attendance,  an  advertisement  was 
issued  on  the  22nd  of  April  1792,  reciting  that  all  absconded  Pottah -holders 
should  be  held  to  attend  and  make  their  appearance  in  1 5  days  from  that  date 
9^  pain  of  having  their  Pottahs  declared  invalid  and  cancelled  and  of  other 
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Pottahs  being  in  lieu  thereof  issued  iu  favor  of  others.  Beer  Singh  did  not  how- 
ever appear  either  before  the  Arail  or  liesident  nor  has  he  ever  done  so  or  sent 
any  agent  since  that  time,  so  that  the  villages  in  question  have  necessarily  been 
collected  Cutcha  for  all  1199.  On  every  account  therefore  Beer  Singh's  Pottah 
is  declared  null  aud  void  and  by  him  justly  forfeited. 

The  20th  Pottah  is  in  favor  of  the  same  man  as  the  9th  and  the  same  order 
is  applicable  to  it,  aud  au  Astaffa  has  been  given  for  it. 

Such  being  the  state  of  this  Tuppeh,  and  neither  the  Amil  or  Ryots  being 
likely  to  prosper  on  the  increasing  rate  of  Jumma  stipulated  according  to  the 
plan  and  terms  of  the  decennial  Settlement,  the  Resident  has  entrusted  Ram 
Chund  Pundit,  (in  whose  honesty  and  real  personal  anxiety  for  the  prosperity  of 
that  part  of  the  country  he  has  much  confidence),  to  prepare,  in  concurrence  with 
the  Canoongoe,  such  a  settlement  for  the'  lives  of  the  respective  parties  who 
shall  now  engage,  (that  term  being  laid  down  by  the  Board's  Orders  of  the  11th 
February  1791),  as  may  enable  them  with  sufficient  ease  and  certainty  to  pay 
the  Revenue  and  ensure  the  gradual  improvement  and  prosperity  of  the  country  . 
With  this  view,  and  to  ascertain  the  funds.  Ram  Chund  has  within  these  last  six 
months  gone  at  two  different  times  into  that  part  of  the  country  and  residing 
there  for  some  time  at  each  period  has  ascertained  the  Jaydad  and  brought  down 
Sf,  plan  of  Settlement  to  the  amount  on  the  whole,  (exclusive  of  the  Canoongoe's 
village,)  of  Rupees  15,006  per  annum. 

Ram  Chund  Pundit's  ac-  Rgad  the  following  translated    representation 

(COUDt    of    Talooka     Suktes 
(Surh.  from  the  Amil  on  the  state  of  the  Talooka  : — 

The  state  of  the  deficiency  in  the  Talooka  of  Suktesgurh  is  as  follows  :  — 

In  the  year  1187  Fuslee  the  Talooka  in  question  was  in  a  state  of  pros- 
perity and  the  Gunges  in  it  were  inhabited  by  respectable  merchants  and  it  was 
full  of  Mango  and  Mehooa  trees  which  produced  a  great  sayer  Revenue,  so  that 
its  Jumma  stood  at  Rs.  23,000,  but  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1189  Fuslee,  in 
the  month  of  Bhadon,  at  the  time  of  the  expulsion  of  Raja  Cheyt  Singh,  many 
disturbances  and  troubles  happened  there,  as  being  the  actual  scene  where  they 
passed,  and  owing  to  the  troops  marching  backward  and  forward,  and  to  the 
camps  being  there  for  a  long  time,  the  Ryots  were  ruined  and  the  Mahajuns  fled, 
and  from  the  beginning  of  1189  to  the  end  of  the  year  1190,  which  is  two  years, 
the  Amils  that  went  there  paid  no  attention  to  this  ruined  state  of  the  country, 
but  only  looked  to  the  securing  of  the  former  Revenue  for  the  time  being,  for 
which  reason  the  said  Talooka  fell  oflf  and  the  Revenue  was  not  collected,  and  the 
Amils  were  at  the  same  time  ruined.  In  the  year  1191  when  no  one  would  take 
the  country  an  Amanee  Amil  was  sent  by  Baboo  Juggerdeo  Singh  who  settled  an 
Amanee  Jumma  of  Rupees  16,300,  and  if  the  country  had  remained  Amanee  for 
2  or  3  years  it  no  doubt  would  have  got  a  little  again  into  cultivation,  but  from 
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the  year  1192  it  came  itito  the  hauds  of  Aga  Sadik,  who  sent  Maiiick  Cliuod  to 
the  place  as  his  Naib,  who  paid  not  the  least  attention  to  the  advantage  of  the 
country,  but  laid  on  a  heavy  Jumma,  besides  new  and  unheard  of  Abwabs,  such 
as  are  not  known  in  the  records,  so  that  at  length  neither  the  people  nor  imple- 
ments of  Husbandry  remained.  In  the  year  1195,  the  Sayer  and  Mai  Jumma 
altogether  amounted  to  Ra.  17,900,  but  this  was  raised  by  nothing  but  oppres- 
sion and  severity. 

When  in  the  year  1196  the  English  authority  took  place  in  the  collec- 
tions, the  Cauoongoe  there,  from  not  knowing  better  and  paying  no  attention  to 
the  loss  that  must  accrue  from  the  Sayer  being  given  up,  prese  nted  the  Resident 
with  a  Doul,  without  reflection,  and  it  so  happened  that  even  upon  the  amount 
of  this  Doul,  500  Rs.  for  the  first  year  and  200  Rs.  of  increase  for  every  future 
year  were  assessed  on  the  5  years'  lease  he  had  given  to  Ishury  Pershaud,  (the 
nephew  of  Ram  Chund  Pundit).  When  I  went  into  the  Talooka  and  saw  how 
inadequate  the  country  was  to  the  Jumma  1  naturally  had  recourse  on  the  Canoon- 
goe,  but  I  got  no  reasonable  answer,  wherefore  being  helpless  I  made  my  settlement 
at  14,500  Rs.  and  had  even  this  Jumma  remained  permanent,  the  country  would 
certainly  have  improved,  but  from  the  beginning  of  1197  theMofussil  Jumma  was 
attempted  to  be  raised  in  proportion  to  the  Sudder  one,  which  disturbed  and  dis- 
tressed the  Ryots,  whilst  the  farmers  only  fell  in  balance,  and  yet  the  amount  of 
the  stipulated  revenue  was  not  realized,  insomuch  that  in  about  4  years  the  Amil 
has  lost  nearly  10,000  Rupees,  as  will  appear  by  the  account  of  the  collections. 
At  length  in  the  year  1199,  when  there  was  also  a  great  draught,  the  farmers 
gave  in  their  Astaffas  and  retired  in  balance.  Being  helpless,  a  Jummabundy  of 
Rs.  13,838-12-0  was  settled,  but  owing  to  the  ruined  state  of  the  country  even 
this  was  not  fully  collected,  and  in  the  beginning  of  1200  I  gave  up  what  was 
due  from  the  Ryots,  in  view  to  the  cultivation,  and  by  giving  them  Tuccavee  and 
encouraging  them,  and  with  the  assistance  of  my  own  Bullocks  and  seed,  I  got  the 
country  into  cultivation. 

And  now  that  the  Resident  has  fixed  the  Jumma  of  the  said  Talooka  at 
15,000  Rs.  in  favor  of  the  local  Mokuddums  and  Mehtouns  without  any  rise, 
the  whole  country  is  satisfied  and  happy,  and  are  all  employed  in  the  cultivation 
of  their  lauds,  and  they  all  know  that  at  last  they  are  relieved  by  your  (the  Re- 
sident's) kindness  from  their  wretched  situations,  and  it  is  certain  that  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  the  whole  country  will  be  completely  cultivated. 
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The  Doul  of  this  Mehal,  (which  the  Canoongoc  gave  in  without  informa- 
tion), was,  forll9G,  lis.  16,714-10,  (as  per  Proceedings, 

Account  of  the  Mofussil    of  the  26th  December  1788),  but  when  the  Arail  went  to 
CollectioQB  for    the    last    4  i  -i  j  e    /\ 

Ymtb.  realize  the  funds  he  could  only  assess  about   14,500 

Rs.,  whereof  was  collected  Rupees  13,168,  15^  annas. 

The  Collections  for  the  following  years  have  been  as  follows  : — 

In     1197.  _ ...         14,386  lOJ  0 

1198 13,736    2    0 

1199 11,648    6    0 

On  the  whole  the  Resident  has  no  doubt  of  the  expediency  and  justice, 

not  to  say  necessity,  of  conBrming  the  proposed  new 

Account  of  the  new  Set-    Settlement  for  the  lives  of  the  parties,  which  he  accor- 
tiement  of  this  Talooka.  ^  ' 

dingly  now  does,  as  per  the  following  account  particu- 
lars thereof. 
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AbaDXI— Inhabited  part  of  village. 

ABWAB  or  Abo AB— Subsidiary  cesses. 

Adawldt — Court  of  Justice. 

Adhanee — Half  an  anna  interest  per  rupee. 

AooRKS  BuTTAY  or  AoOREB  Betat — Taking  the 
Qovemraent  share  of  the  produce  after  the 
grain  is  reaped. 

AHEEa — Herdsman. 

Akrar,  Ekrar  or  Ikbar— Agreement. 

Alla  Sicca =17  Tacca  or  double  pice. 

AuANEE — Held  under  direct  management. 

AuEEN — Revenue  Officer  employed  by  Govern- 
ment to  examine  and  regulate  the  Reve- 
nues of  a  district. 

AuiL  or  Admil — Revenue  Collecting  Officer, 
Manager. 

Axil  nama — Rules  for  the  guidance  of  Amils. 

AuLAH — Ministerial  Officers. 

Ahdlkaha — Written  Commission. 

Aret — Brokerage,  Commission. 

AssAUEE — Cultivator. 

AssAR — The  10th  month  of  the  year. 

Absil — The  real  amount  (as  applied  to  the 
Government  demand). 

AssiN  or  Ausin — 1st  month  of  the  year. 

AsHRUFFEE  Or  GoLD  MoHUR — A  gold  coin=16 
Rupees. 

ATEBT — Ascetic,  devotee,  stranger  who  comes 
to  take  shelter,  religious  mendicant. 

AuoHtrx — 3rd  month  of  the  year. 

Atma—  Land  given  as  a  reward  by  the  king  at 
a  very  low  rent. 

Badferosh — Minstrel  or  Musician. 

Bakee — Balance. 

Batta — Discount. 

Beat — Weighment  dues. 

BsBCHA — Salt  manufactured  at  Mongra  was  so 

called. 
Bkeoah,  Biga — A  measure  of  land  varying  in 

size,  but  in  N.  W.  P.  about  |  of  an  acre. 
Beejuk — Invoice. 
Behleea  —Foresters. 
Benares  Sicca — 28/3. rf 
Bkfaree,  Beoparks— Trader. 
BiSHKK — Increase. 


Betat — Land  paying  the  revenue  in  kind. 

Beythkee — Examining  fee. 

Bhadon — The  last  month  of  the  year. 

Bhet — Gifts  or  fees  paid  by  Zemindars  to  Ca- 
noongoes  and  other  Officials. 

Bhog  bhosdock  —that  kind  of  mortgage  where 
the  property  is  given  over  to  the  possession 
of  the  mortg^ee. 

Bhubay  or  Burhayee — Payments  made  to 
Bankers  on  account  advances  made  by 
them. 

Bhutyarah  or  Bhutiarah — Person  in  charge 
of  an  inn  or  serai. 

Bhaolee — Distribution  of  the  harvest  in  previ- 
ously stipulated  proportions  between  land- 
lord and  tenant. 

BiLMaKHTA — Payment  at  a  fixed  sum  or  rate. 

BiswA=l/20th  part  of  Beegah. 

Biswas  or  Biswansees — Fractions  of  a  Biswa. 

BoOREE— Lands  which  have  never  been  culti- 
vated. 

Bbehem  Bywurt  Pooban— Religious  book  of 
Hindus. 

BuGHEL — Inhabitants  of  Baghelkund  are  so 
called. 

BUKAL — A  grain  merchant. 

Bdloah— Sandy  land. 

BuNDOBUST — Settlement  or  arrangement  &c. 

Bund — Embankment. 

BuNJUR— Waste  land. 

BcRBHOONJA — ^  Grain  parcher. 

BuTAYEE  or  Batai — Lauds  paying  by  a  division 
of  the  Crop. 

Btsakh — 8th  month  of  the  year. 

Caboolkextt  or  Kuboolkexjt — An  agreement. 

Cabooleeutdar— The  party  who  binds  himself 
by  an  agreement. 

Canoongoe — Superintendent  of  village  ac- 
countants and  registrar  of  landed  property. 

Cazee,  Cauzy — Mahomedan  Judge  or  Officer. 

Chebootbas — A  platform,  Custom  house  &c. 

Checorel — A  species  of  weed. 

Cheetawun — Warning  or  admonition. 

Cheyt — 7th  month  of  the  year. 

Choot — Remission  of  revenue. 
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Choot  Maaft— Remissions   or  deductioud  in 

the  Settlement. 
Chowdree — Head  of  a  trnde  or  village. 
Chuck — Portion  of  land  divided  ofil 
CnuMAR— Low  caste. 
CuDPRASSEE — A  messenger  or  servant  who  wears 


CuDTTACK — Measure  =  2  oz. 

CoTTAH— A  measure  of  land  being  ]/20th  part 

of  a  Beegab. 
Cowrie— Shell, 
Crore— Ten  millions. 
COTCHEKRY — Office,  Court. 

Dakhilla — Bankers'  notes  payable  in  a  certain 
number  of  days,  for  revenue. 

Dam — Fortieth  part  of  a  rupee,  otherwise  1 
anna  =  2  dams.  By  the  common  people 
25  dams  are  calculated  to  a  paisa. 

Danabundy  Settlement— Paying  according 
to  the  estimated  quantity  of  crop. 

D  aNDIDar —  Weighman. 

Deaba — Land  liable  to  be  flooded. 

Dehaty,  Dehatee— Belonging  to  or  connected 
with  a  village. 

Dehuee — Taking  li,  as  applied  to  loans. 

Dehyek — 10  per  cent,  to  Amil  on  account  of 
management. 

Dbbah— Yard  in  measurement. 

Derah  Illahee — Standard  yard  instituted  by 
Akber,  declared  by  Government  to  be  33 
inches  long. 

Debkee— 50  per  cent,  premium  on  seed  advan- 
ced to  the  ryots. 

Dewan — Steward  or  head  Officer. 

Dewaree  or  Dkhwabree — Portion  of  grain  set 
apart  at  each  harvest  for  the  God  under 
whose  especial  care  a  village  is  placed. 

Doerawot — A  piece  or  share  of  landed  proper- 
ty in  a  joint  tenancy  village;  estimated  not 
measured. 

DHEnM — Vide  Diram. 

Dhubm— Conscience  or  religious  faith. 

Dhurm  Dundee — Fair  weighment. 

Dhobee  or  DoBY — Washerman. 

DiRAH — A  small  coin. 

Dookobunsees— A  class  of  Rajpoots. 

DouL,  DowL — An  estimate. 

DowM  or  DoM — Very  low  caste  in  India. 

Dbishti  or  DiSTi  Bhunduck— That  kind  of 
mortgage  where  the  property  is  not  trans- 
ferred to  the  posseMsibn  of  the  mortgagee, 


but  is  only   rendered  responsible  for   tli* 

debt. 
Duftur— An  Office. 
Duhkhast— Written  application. 
Duhkhcttees—  Riites  of  valuation. 
DURYA  Suekusty— Diluvion;  land  carried  away 

by  the  river.  * 

DusTOOR-ooL-UMUL— General  regulations;  rules 

of  procedure. 
DoosTOORBE  or  DusTOORT — Fee  or  perquisites 

paid  to  8ervaut:3  by  one  who  sells  to  their 

master. 
DusTUK  or  DasTucK — Summons  for  payment 

of  arrears  ef  rent. 

Engrezee  —English. 

Estaffa,  Isteefa — Deed  of  relinquishment  or 

resignation. 
Ewnz  Mujray — Any  thing  given  in  exchange 

for  deductions. 

Fagoon— 6th  month  of  the  year. 

Farigh  KHUTTEb  or  Farkhkhutty — Acquit- 
tance. 

FjciiOos— A  small  copper  coin ;  term  applied  to 
the  paisa  of  this  country. 

FouzDAB— Police  Officer  like  a  Magistrate. 

FouzDAREB— Criminal  as  distinguished  from 
CiviL 

Fu8iLANA--Harvest  fee. 

FusLEE,  Fussily— Harvest. 

Qhutsdnna  Rupees— Short  weight,  generally 
applied  to  Furrukabad  rupees. 

GiLAKDAZEK — Throwing  of  earth  for  embank- 
ments. 

GoSAEEN  —Religious  sect ;  a  disciple  of  Chait- 
yana. 

Ghurdewary— House  tax. 

Ghurreb — A  fort. 

GoEND — Land  near  the  village. 

Goozushta — Pai^t. 

GoURSHAHEE  or  GonUBRSHAIIEE  RurEES,  1044  = 
100  Sicca  rupees. 

Oomashtah  —Agent,  representative. 

Gobehtb,  Gorait— Village  watchman. 

QtJJxn—A  market. 

Hal  Hasil — Actual  produce. 

Hakim —Government  Officer  in  charge  of  a 

district  &c.  . 
Haut— A  market. 
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TIfjaau- Barber. 
II  EM  A  Fbrosb, — Wood  seller. 
HiXDOTM— Hindee. 

HooKUMNAMA— Order  of  Government,  regula- 
tion. 
HoONDEE  or  AoAHRE— Money  advanced  on  in- 
terest to   be  realized   by   monthly  instal- 
ments. 
HooNDERAWus — Discount  on  bankers'  draft.<i, 

exchange. 
HooRMUT— Honor. 

HrK-UL-TEBSEEL — Right  of  collection, 
Hdk  Zemindaree — Landlord's  due. 
HoozooR — Presence  (applied  to  high  Officials.) 
Hdrjiss — General  crop  of  grain. 
HuRKAR£JS — Messengers. 

Irakee — Inhabitant  of  Irak. 

Persia  and  Arabic. 
IsTiFA — Resignation  of  appointment  &c. 
Istiuraree — Permanent  tenure,  unchangeable. 

Jaooree — Coarse  sugar,  molasses,  sugar  from 

the  palmyra  tree. 
Jagheer  or  Jaguir— Grant  of  land  in  reward 

for  service  rendered. 
Jane8hee.\ — Police  Officer  like  Sub-Inspector, 

literally  locum  teneus. 
JuwAB,  Jdab — Answer. 

J  ATDA  AD — F  Unds. 

Jemadar  or  Jahadar — The  head  of  the  badg- 

ed  peons. 
Jett,  Jatth— The  9th  month  of  the  year. 
JnuBEE — Duty  taken  on  grain. 
JoTE — Cultivation,  also  rent  paid  by  a  cultiva< 

tor. 
JnuMA — Government  rental  or  revenue. 
Jdmmabundee— Rental  statement. 
JauMA  Khcbch — Receipts  and  disbursements. 
Juxqle— Wood,  forest. 

Kachie — A  caste  of  cultivators,  who  raise  vege- 
tables and  flowers  for  sale. 

Kahar — Bearer. 

Kartick — 2nd  month  of  the  year. 

Kal  Sootub — One  of  the  twenty  one  hells. 

Kebanch,  Karanch — A  weight  of  4  kinds =10, 
12, 13,  or  21  fanams. 

Kesaub — Butcher. 

Khal— Canal,  creek. 

KoALSA— As  applied  to  land  means  that  which 


ia  held  as  the  property  of  Government  as 
distinguished  from  Jagheers  and  Iiianis. 
KiST— Instalment  of  payment  (of  revenue) 
KiSTBDNDEE — Arrangement  for  payment  by  in- 
stalments. 
Kham— Under  direct  managment  (applied  to 

land). 
Khas — Under  direct  management  of  Govern- 
ment. 
Khana  Shumart — House  duty.     House  count- 
ing. 
Khangee—  Private. 

Kharjee  Jumma — Alienated  from  the  Govern- 
ment demand. 
Khelaut — Dress  of  honor. 
Kherjue  or  Kherqui — Tax  on  weavers. 
Khood  Kasht — Laud  cultivated  by  ryots  resid- 
ing on  the  spot. 
Khrandee — Joiner. 

Khurcha,  Khercha,  Eubcha — Expenses. 
Khureef — The  autumnal  harvest. 
Khuteek — Dealers  in  fruit. 
KiSHSARPUN — Free  lands  to  Brahmins. 
Koeree  or  Kuyree — A  Hindu  caste  whose  pro- 
fession is  husbandry. 
KooAR — First  month  of  the  year. 
KooNBY — Cultivator. 
KooNJBA — Grain  seller. 

KooRH — A  circular  enclosure  in  which  a  pile 
of  wood  was  constructed  and  an  old  wo- 
man placed  in  the  area  to  be  burnt  alive 
by  Brahmans  in  the  event  of  any  Govern- 
ment Officer  attempting  to  put  them  un- 
der restraint,  the  consequences  of  the 
crime  being  supposed  to  devolve  upon 
those  who  had  driven  the  Brahmans  to 
perpetrate  it. 
KooT — Estimate. 

Kothee — A  factory,  a  banking  house. 
KoTKAUR,  KOTRAR — Opium,  vegetable  and  su- 
garcane cultivation. 
KucHET  Rupees— Hammered  or  crushed  ru- 
pees. 
KuLWAB  —Liquor  seller. 

KuNDRT—  A  machine  used  in  cotton  manufac- 
ture for  separating  the  cotton  from  the 
seeds. 

KUMDSEEAH— MolaSS. 

KuxKOOT — Estimate,  apprtusement  of  the  out- 
turn of  the  crop. 
KorAS  or  Koitaus— Uncleaned  cotton. 


IV  GLOSSARY. 

KnsRAT— Diflference.  MoFFnssiL  or  MoruasiL — lateriorof  the  eoutf- 

KuTCHA — (As  applied  to  settlement)  -Arhere  the  try. 

collecUons  are  made  directly  from  the  cul-  Muhal  or  Mkhal — Division  of  land  sepantelj 

tivators.  assessed. 

MOJRAT  or  MujBAEE— Deduction. 
Lac — One  hundred  thousand.  Mdlla — Boatman. 

Lakhiraj — Free  of  rent  or  payment.  Mullet  Rupees— Defaced  rupees, 

LoKS — Bondsmen  or    slaves     cultivators    or  Multana — A    worn  coin,    becoming      less    in 

ploughmen  and  laborers,  so  called  in  Ago-  weight. 

ree  BurLur  and  Bijehghur  districts.  Muneehara — Qlassman. 

LoTTAH,  LuTTAU,  Lateh  or  Leteh — mewuring  Mushriff — An  accountant. 

rod.  MusuuKHUSEE  or  Mosoukuske— Lands  leased 

on  gross  sums. 
Maaft  or  Maafee— Remission.  Motlah  Shood— Acquainted. 

Mahajun — Banker.  Mutsuddeb— Accountant,  clerk. 

Mal — Original  rent.     Land  revenue.  Mdzkoorbe— Temporarily  employed. 

Malgoozar — One  who  pays  the  revenue.  Naib — Deputy. 

Malgoozaree — Public  revenue.  Nankar  or  Nancar — Allowance  made  to  Ca» 

Malikana — Allowance  paid  to  the  proprietor  noongoes  and  others. 

by  the  person  who  occupies  his  land.  Neabut — The  office  of  a  Deputy. 

Mamoolt — Customary  (payment.)  Nedaaf — Cotton  cleanser. 

Mauo,  Mao  or  Mauoh — The  5th  month  of  the  Neoabaun —Watchman. 

year.  Nebkh,  Nirkh — Market  price. 

Maxjnd — Weight =40  Seers.  Nisfa  nisf— Half  and  half. 

Meeana — Land  in  the  middle  of  a  village.  NooR  bap. — Dealer  in  cloth. 

Mehzer — A  memorial,  a  round  notice.  Nuddt— River. 

MoHASiL — Profits,  gains.  Nukdee  or  Nekdt — Lands  paying  money  rentr. 

Mohdlla — Ward,  quarter.  Nukdee  SEtTLEMENT — Ready    money    Settle- 

MoKURUREE,  MocuRERRT  or  MoKURERY— Fixed,  ment. 

settled,  permanent.  NuL,  Nal  or  Nel — Measuring  rod. 

.  Mokurureedar — The  occupant  of  a  farm  or  Nullah — Water-course,  canal. 

estate  paying  a  fixed  or  permament  rate  Nurk  or  Nerk— Hell. 

of  rent  or  revenue.  Nuzerxna — Gift  or  present  made  by  cultivators 

MoocHULKA  or  MuchulKa— Written  agreement,         to  land  lord  or  others. 

bond  or  security,  recognizance.  Palo,  Pullah— Land  situated    at    a  distaneer 

MoOKUDDUM— Head  man  of  a  village.  from  a  village. 

MookumMIL — Full  or  complete.  Palankeen  or  PAL^NQfuiN—A^ covered  Jedan 

Moolee — Radish.  carried  by  men. 

Moolkee  Adawlut— Civil  Court.  Pasbaun — Watchman. 

Moostagir— Farmer.  Patkasht — Non  resident  cultivators. 

Moonshee — Clerk,  writer.  Passi     7  rir  f  i, 

MooTRY— A  tenure  by  which  a  tenant  held  Perhee  1  "'^"''"^d- 

difierent  kinds  of  land  and  cultivated  va-  Pergunnah— A  division  of  a  district. 

rious  crops  at  one  fixed  rate  of  money  Permit  or  Purmit — Castom-hoose  duties. 

rent  to  the  Zemindar.  Perwannah— Written  order. 

MouzAH,  MozA— A  village.  Peshcush— Quit  rent,  tribute. 

Mowkooft    or  Moukoofee— Items    alienated  Phatuck— Gateway. 

from  revenue.      Removed  or  alienated.        Poorunmashek— Full    moon,    end    of     lunar 
MowB  or  MowbaH— Loop  «t  end  of  measuring  month. 

rod.  Poos— 4th  month  of  the  year. 

If  uooosAHSS  Pucka  Pici— Si  to  the  Bupee.    PoxTAS^Lease  or  agreement. 
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?»vcKA— Ripe,  made  of  brick,  as  applied  to 
iQBSonry. 

PuiXAB^Land  at  a  distance  iirom  the  village. 

PORJOTB — Ground  rent. 

PuRTEE— Waste  land,  out  of  cultivation. 

POTTKE— Share  of  land. 

PuTTEEDAR — Owner  of  a  8ub-divi«on  of  land 
in  an  estate. 

Pdtwa — Upboldsterer. 

Pdtwarxb  or  POTTUABT — Village  aooountant 

Ptkar — Small  dealer,  pedlar. 

Kabadart  or  Rahadabeb— Road  cess,  relating 
to  road. 

Rahadaree  Chowkeb— Road  station  for  collec- 
tion of  tolls  tec. 

RiJA — Ruler. 

Rajcoomab  or  Rajkoomab-A  class  of  Raj- 
poots. 

Rajpoot — A  caste  below  the  Brahmins. 

RooEE— Cotton. 

Row  AS  AH— Pass. 

RozEENA — Pensionary  allowance. 

RozEEMASAR — Pensioner. 

RoBBT  or  Rdbbee— Spring  harvest. 

RUQBUNSEES— A  class  of  Rajpoots, 
infanticide. 

Rdsooh— Customary  payment. 

R088OOM  Khozana— Treasury  fees. 

Rdssudee,  Resedee,  Rdbdee— Progressive  in- 
crease (of  Revenue.) 

RowAJOOL-MOOLK— Custom  of  the  country. 

Ribundee  or  Rtebundy — Ready  money  assess- 
ment. 

Rte — Standvd  rate  of  assessment. 

Rtot  —Cultivator,  tenant,  subject. 

Rtottt— Relating  to  a  cultivator. 

Sabek  or  Sabuk — Former  or  previous  (applied 
to  Custom  duties.) 

Sabek  dustoor — Former  custom. 

Salis — An  arbitrator. 

Sawch — 11th  month  of  the  year. 

Satkr  or  Satb— Sztra  ceases. 

Satebjat—  Duties. 

Sebukdt — Establishment  for  collection  of  re- 
venue. 

Senmassees — Religious  mendicants  who  enga- 
ged in  trade  also. 

Skeb — Land  cultivated  by  hereditary  proprie- 
tors. 

SnuT— Inn,  place  for  the  reception  of  travel- 
len. 


Serf — Discount 

Sbwatee— Extroardinaries,  additional,  sundriefc 

SvwATSG — 25  per  cent,  premium  on  seed   adi 
vanced  to  the  ryots. 

Shroff— Banker. 

Sharab  Khama— Place  for  the  sale  of  1  liquor. 

Shimabundt— Boundary. 

SBiJJBAB*>-Statement. 

Shurah— Rvde. 

Sicca  Rupees— 2*.  2d 

SiRKAB  or   SiaoAB,— Grand  Division  of  Coun- 
try, Government. 

Sooruthal — Statement  of  the  oircumstaoces. 

SODBAH — Province,  one  of  the  large  divisiuns 
of  the  Moghul  empire. 

SowAL — Intergatory. 

Sowar — Horseman . 

SuDDER — Head  quarters,  principal. 

SuDDEE  JUMMA— Revenue  paid  to  Government. 

SuJEE  or  SujJEE — Alkali  soil. 

Son — Year. 

SuNNUD — Document  or  Grant. 

SuRAFA — Banking  accounts. 

Surburahkar — A  manager. 

SURisHTA  orSHEBiSHTA — Rule  (literally  thread). 

SuzAWUL  or  Sezawol — A  Superintendent  for 
the  collection  of  revenue. 

SwTBEE — Detective,  spy. 

Tacca — A  couple  of  pice. 
Tahud—  Lease,   supervision . 
Talook — Division  of  lan-i  consisting  of  seve- 
ral villages. 
Talookdar — Proprietor  of  a  Talook. 
Teekadar — One  who  takes  land  in  farm.  Con- 
tractor. 
Teep— A  note  of  hand. 
Tehseeloab,  Neshanoab— a  duly  appointed 

and  responsible  native  collector. 
Telee— Oilman. 
Tkrsoolt  Rupees =Rs.  9-4  Ans.  per  cent  less 

than  Sicca  rupees. 
TowjKB — Adjustment  of  accounts. 
TuHTEKLDAB — Cash  keeper. 
TuKAVT  or  TuccAVEE — An  advance  made  for 

seed,  cattle  &c. 
TuKBAR    JuKMA— Disputed  jumma,  doubtful 

jomma. 
TuLBASA— Peon's  fee. 
TuLLUB  Chittt— Summons. 
TuHBOWLT — Beetle  sellers. 
Takqa  or  TxoCA— A  couple  of  pice. 


VII  GLOSSARY. 

TuPPZH— A  subdi vision  of  a  diatrict.  Wabil  bakee— Collection  and  balances. 

TnsuDOOOO — Cultivation. 

TosKflua— AjBsesgment  of  tberereQue,  amount  Zkbitameu  or  Zebitamkb— Pr«oedent  Cuntom- 
aasdlBcd.  ary  or  lawful  dues  ;  establiBhed  due  of  aa 

A  mil. 
UlTOMOHa  or  Altcmoha — A  grant  of  land  un-  Zemindar— Land  lord,  land  proprietor, 
der  the  royal  seal,  conveying  the  property  Zemihdaree — Landed  estate, 
to  the  first  proprietor  and  his  heirs  is  pre-  Zetl— Underneath, 
petuity.  ZiLLAB — District. 

ZiLLAHDAR — Revenue  officer  in  charge  of  adic- 
Yakeel — Authorized  agent  or  pleader.  trict. 

ZOKHMA— Vofniting  of  blood. 
Waka  Neqakee— Intelligencer,  Zcroor— OoldamitU. 
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